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99-R-0531

ADOPTION REVIEW BOARD



By: Lawrence K. Furbish, Assistant Director

You asked for background on the Adoption Review Board and how often it meets.

The Adoption Review Board was created by the General Assembly in 1975.  The attached OLR memo (92-R-0841) summarizes the statutes that created it.  The only change to those statutes since 1992 has been to change the Department of Children and Youth Services to the Department of Children and Families.

Linda Dow, chief counsel to the Probate Court Administrator, confirmed that the description of how the board works, which appears on page three of the 1992 report, is still accurate.  In the Baby Z case (247 Conn. 474 (January 1999)) the review board held a full scale hearing, but usually, Dow says, the three members confer by conference call each having looked at the relevant case documents.  The 1992 report contains statistics on the number of cases decided by the board from 1988 to 1992.  Dow provided the following additional statistics.

Table 1: Adoption Review Board Cases Decided

Year
Number of Cases

1993
3

1994
6

1995
4

1996
2

1997
1

1998
2

1999
1 pending



Total
19
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