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	CHILD SUPPORT COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

	

	By: Lawrence K. Furbish, Assistant Director



You asked how many people have had their licenses suspended for child support collection purposes, if support collection agencies can obtain arrest information to aid in finding people owing support, and for copies of OLR reports dealing with child support collection efforts in Connecticut and other states.


According to Diane Fray, administrator of the Child Support Enforcement Bureau (CSEB) in the Department of Social Services (DSS), 24 people have had their licenses suspended since the law authorizing such suspensions passed in 1995 (CGS § 46b-220).  Fourteen of these had their licenses reinstated following compliance with the support orders, one died, and the other nine still have suspended licenses.  Two suspended licenses were professional licenses and the other 22 were driver’s licenses.  One professional license was reinstated following compliance while the other is still suspended.  Family support magistrates ordered all of the suspensions: 19 by magistrate Sullivan in Stamford and Bridgeport and five by magistrate Lifshitz in Hartford, Waterbury, and Danbury.  The last suspension was in March 1998.


Section one of PA 97-7, June 18 Special Session specifically included law enforcement agencies among the departments, boards, bureaus, and other agencies that must provide information to assist DSS in locating people who have deserted their families and owe support obligations.


Summaries of PA 97-1 and 97-7, both from the June 18 Special Session are enclosed.  The former made significant changes in how out-of-state child support orders are enforced in Connecticut and the latter made many enforcement related changes to comply with the federal welfare reform act.  We have also enclosed copies of the following OLR reports:

98-R-0437, which describes child support enforcement laws in Connecticut and innovations in other states,

98-R-1280, which addresses the issue of child support for children attending college,

96-R-1352, which deals with a concern about whether the collection system could be manipulated by someone owing support,

96-R-0553, which describes the DSS enforcement process,

96-R-0814, which describes the family support magistrate system,

95-R-1124 which describes several child support enforcement initiatives.
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