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RE:

Primary Care Providersset  

You asked for definitions, if any, of “primary care provider” and related terms used by states that have been active regarding the graduate medical education (GME) issue.

SUMMARY


A recent report of the Health Policy Tracking Service of the National Conference of State Legislatures defines “primary care practitioner” as a generalist physician (specializing in family practice, general internal medicine, pediatrics, or obstetrics/gynecology), nurse, nurse practitioner, physician assistant, or certified nurse midwife who provide primary care services (Access to Primary Health Care: Tracking the States, NCSL/HPTS, September l998, p.45).


That same report offers the Institute of Medicine’s definition of primary care: the provision of integrated, accessible health care services by clinicians who are accountable for addressing a large majority of personal health care needs, developing a sustained partnership with patients, and practicing in the context of family and community” (p. 17).


Some of the states active in the graduate medical education area (West Virginia, Utah, Minnesota, and New Jersey) have varying definitions of “primary care,” “primary care provider or practitioner,” or “medical education.”

WEST VIRGINIA


West Virginia’s approach to health professions education includes training medical students and establishing medical residency rotations in rural areas.  It includes recruiting students to those rotations based on criteria designed to encourage primary care.  The state’s “Rural Health Initiative Act of l991” defines primary care as follows:

basic or general health care which emphasizes the point when the patient first seeks assistance from the medical care system and the care of the simpler and more common illnesses.  This type of care is generally rendered by family practice physicians, general practice physicians, general internists, obstetricians, pediatricians, psychiatrists, and midlevel providers.  (West Virginia Stats. §§ 18B-16-3).  “Mid-level provider” includes, but is not limited to, advanced nurse practitioners, nurse-midwives, and physician assistants (§ 18B-16-3c).

UTAH


Utah has created a Council on Graduate Medical Education to oversee the raising of funds from Medicaid, private payers and purchasers, and Medicare, and the distribution of these funds to teaching hospitals and other sites.  State law defines “accredited clinical training program” as “a clinical training program that is accredited by an entity recognized within medical education circles as an accrediting body for medical education, advanced practice nursing education, physician assistance education, or doctor of pharmacy education” (Utah Stats., § 63C-8-101(2)). “Health care professional in training” is defined as “medical students and residents, advance practice nursing students, physician assistant students, and doctor of pharmacy students” (§ 63-8-101(5)).

MINNESOTA


The Minnesota Legislature authorized a Medical Education and Research Trust Fund in l996.    Additional legislation was passed in l997 directing the Minnesota Department of Human Services to “carve out” GME from Medicaid managed care rates.  These funds are then designated for the fund and will be distributed beginning in l999.  The law establishing the Medical Education and Research Trust Fund defines “medical education” as the “accredited clinical training of physicians (medical students and residents), doctor of pharmacy practitioners, doctors of chiropractic, dentists, advanced practice nurses (clinical nurse specialists, certified registered nurse anesthetists, nurse practitioners, and certified nurse-midwives), and physician assistants (Minnesota Stats., § 62J.69(1)(a)).

NEW JERSEY


The New Jersey Primary Care Physician and Dentist Loan Redemption Program encourages newly trained physicians and dentists to practice in underserved areas by reducing some of their training debt.  New Jersey law defines “primary care” as including “the practice of family medicine, general internal medicine, general pediatrics, general obstetrics, gynecology, and any other areas of medicine which the commissioner of health may define as primary care.  Primary care also includes the practice of general dentistry and pedodontics” (N.J. Stats. § 18A:72D-12)).
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