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Transportation to Vocational-Technical Schools


You asked who is responsible for providing students with transportation to state regional vocational-technical schools, especially those that are out of the school district where the student lives.


The responsibility for transporting students to state regional vocational-technical schools rests primarily with the board of education of the school districts where the student lives.  The state reimburses the local board for a portion of the transportation costs.


State law requires the board of education in the town where a student lives, or the regional board of education when the boards of education making up the region agree, to provide transportation to any regional vocational-technical school located either in or outside the district.  The requirement covers students who are all-day high school students or high school cooperative students at a vo-tech school.  


The amount the board must spend for transporting each vo-tech student is limited to the per-pupil foundation amount under the Education Cost Sharing formula (currently $5,775 per year).   This cap applies to students who enroll in a vo-tech program after July 1, 1996.  For students already enrolled on that date, there is no transportation expenditure cap.  If transportation costs for any student exceed $200 per year, the law allows the board to choose instead to pay to have the student live in the town where the vo-tech school is located (CGS § 10-97).


The state must reimburse local school districts from 20% to 80% of the reasonable cost of transporting students to vo-tech schools (or for maintaining them in the other district).  The exact reimbursement percentage depends on the district’s wealth ranking compared to those of other towns.  The normal state transportation reimbursement is zero to 60% but the reimbursement percentage is increased by 20 percentage points for transportation to a vo-tech school (CGS § § 10-97 and 10-266m).
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