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RE:

Year 2000 Program Statusset  

You asked for information on the steps Connecticut is taking to address the century date change problem or the so-called "Y2K" problem caused by existing computer software having two-digit date fields that will interpret "00" as 1900 rather than 2000.  Such a misrepresentation will adversely affect all computer calculations or actions based on dates.   


The state Department of Information Technology (DOIT) has established the Y2K Program Management Office to facilitate and certify state agency efforts to become Year 2000 compliant. That office's policy includes the statement that "all State of Connecticut mission critical information technology products will be either retired, replaced, or made Year 2000 compliant" prior to each product's date processing deadline to prevent failure. The General Assembly directed the state's chief information officer (CIO) to prepare a plan for managing the effect the century date change will have on state information systems and all software applications.  The plan must include the extent to which modifications, repairs, or replacements are required.  Each agency had to give the CIO an assessment of its needs by October 1, 1997.   The CIO is responsible for coordinating agency projects.  He must establish a certification process to assure that the entire project has been adequately managed for critical state information systems.  (PA 97-9, June 18 Special Session.)   


The Y2K Program Management Office has a director, six full-time employees, and one consultant.  We refer you to its website for details on its compliance policy and standards and updated information on the status of its efforts (www.doit.state.ct.us/y2k).  Enclosed is the "DOIT Year 2000 Program Office Overview and Current Status as of September 8, 1998."    That report lists the implementation steps that the office is taking with completion dates or deadlines. It indicates that 38% of programs requiring remediation or replacement have been completed and 20% of Year 2000 date tests on compliant or remediated systems have been completed in 27 agencies as of July 31, 1998. 


Legislation enacted in 1998 appropriates $50 million to DOIT for expenses for state agency conversions (An Act Providing Funds to the Department of Information Technology for Year 2000 Conversion, SA 98-2).   
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