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Through Truck Prohibition in Townsset  

You want to know if the State Traffic Commission (STC) considers road width when enacting through truck traffic prohibitions and if roads have to be a set width for truck traffic.


Road width is one of several factors that the Department of Transportation's Division of Traffic Engineering considers. (The division investigates through truck prohibition requests for the State Traffic Commission.) Generally, it considers a road narrow if it is less than 18 feet wide. But roads do not have to be a set width to carry truck traffic. And the STC does not enact through truck prohibitions based solely on road width.


Among the other factors the division considers are: whether the road is a logical one for through trucks, the number and severity of curves and grades, sight line restrictions, roadside character and development, number and character of intersecting roads, traffic control devices, traffic volume and density, bridge clearances, speed limits, and the adequacy of alternate routes. If an investigation shows that a road is inadequate for through trucks, a reasonable alternate route must be available before STC will enact a prohibition. Also, if a town requests a through truck prohibition for a road that crosses into an adjoining town, both towns must agree on the prohibition. 


STC through truck prohibitions do not apply to trucks providing local services. STC's regulations define a through truck as "one that passes through a town without having an origin or destination in that town. If a truck originates or has a scheduled stop within that town, it would not be affected by a through truck prohibition." Also, a town, by ordinance, may prohibit trucks by weight class on town-maintained roads. In this case, it cannot use signs bearing the legend NO THRU TRUCKS or THRU TRUCKS PROHIBITED.
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