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RE:

Camper Trailers on Residential Property


You asked if a property owner in North Stonington can park a camper trailer on his undeveloped, residentially zoned property and use it to camp on weekends.  You also wanted to know if the state imposes a 14-day limit on stays at campgrounds.


The Office of Legislative Research is not authorized to give legal opinions and the following should not be construed as one.


State law does not prohibit people from using campers on residential property but towns may impose such prohibitions.  North Stonington allows a recreational vehicle (camper) to be “parked or stored on a residential lot provided it is (1) not used for living, sleeping, or housekeeping purposes” and (2) parked in a garage or behind the house (North Stonington Town Ordinance § 610, attached).  The ordinance defines recreational vehicles to include self-propelled, towed, or mounted units currently registered and licensed for highway use as a temporary living quarters for travel, camping, recreation, or vacation purposes.


The Department of Environmental Protection limits stays at state inland campgrounds to 14 days, but this limit does not apply to camping on residentially zoned property.  
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