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DSS Security Deposit Program and policy

DSS Security Deposit Program and policy set bksubject RE:

Department of Social Services (DSS) Security Deposit Program, Moving Assistance, and Agency Policy


You asked: 

1. whether the state pays security deposits and moving expenses for people who have been evicted, 

2. if such assistance is given in other situations, and 

3. whether it is agency policy to advise clients not to pay rent so that they will be evicted and become eligible for these programs.

SUMMARY


DSS provides security deposits or guarantees (within available funding) to landlords in order to enable qualified homeless people to move into permanent housing.  People who have been evicted for non-criminal reasons (including for nonpayment of rent) may receive this benefit if they meet other eligibility rules.


DSS also pays in-state moving expenses under some circumstances, and people who have been evicted may qualify for this as well.


DSS does not advise clients to withhold rent payments in order to get evicted and thereby become eligible for these programs, according to Adult Services Director Pam Giannini.  She indicated that both programs aim to reduce homelessness and that recipients would not gain financially from being evicted since DSS pays security deposits directly to the landlord and only pays for moving expenses after it receives an appropriate itemized bill from the mover.

SECURITY DEPOSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Who Qualifies


DSS may pay the cost of a security deposit when a person living in emergency housing or a homeless shelter (or someone eligible for such housing) cannot get permanent housing without it.  (Emergency housing is temporary shelter in a hotel, motel, hospital, state institution, or domestic violence shelter or in the home of a friend or relative if displacement occurred within the past 45 days due to an eviction, catastrophic event, or domestic violence.)


This benefit can generally be given only once in an 18-month period, and recipients must either be eligible for or receiving Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF, the state’s welfare program), State Administered General Assistance (SAGA), or State Supplement benefits or have an annual gross income at or below 150% of the federal poverty guidelines.  For a family of three, the current income limit is $20,475.  In addition, the loss of permanent housing must have occurred because:

1. the applicant was evicted for non-criminal reasons;

2. the applicant fled to avoid domestic violence;

3. foreclosure proceedings have begun and the time limit for redemption has passed;

4. local health or building officials have told the family it must move because a child in the household has unacceptably high lead levels in his blood and the residence was the source of the lead;

5. a catastrophic event made the residence uninhabitable;

6. a building code enforcement official has ordered the applicant to leave; 

7. the applicant has left a shared living arrangement because the primary tenant is being evicted, has lost his lease, or is engaging in criminal activities; or

8. the landlord illegally locked the applicant out and he has filed a complaint with the police.


Before DSS will approve an application for a security deposit, the applicant must show that he has found affordable permanent housing, but cannot afford the required deposit.

Scope of Assistance


DSS can either pay the landlord the amount he requires as a security deposit  (up to the value of two months rent) or guarantee payment of the requested amount (again, up to the value of two months rent) if the tenant fails to carry out his obligations.  The landlord must return the security deposit to DSS with interest within 30 days of the tenant moving out.   If he keeps some of the deposit because the tenant owed him money or damaged the dwelling, DSS can collect that money from the client or reduce any future security deposit by the amount that the landlord kept.  

MOVING EXPENSES

Who Qualifies


DSS also pays in-state moving expenses for some people who are receiving or are eligible for TANF, SAGA, or State Supplement benefits or whose gross annual earnings do not exceed 150% of the federal poverty guidelines.  The applicant must first show that he needs to move:

1. to provide healthier living quarters for a chronically ill member of the household;

2. because of a rent increase, so long as the rent in the new location is not more than that of the current residence prior to the increase;

3. to be closer to a job or to a new job site;

4. because he has lost permanent housing and is eligible for emergency housing payments; or

5. because he is currently living above his means and has found cheaper housing. 

Scope of Assistance


DSS pays the applicant’s moving costs, including reasonable charges for packing household items, if he submits a proper bill and the charges are similar to what a mover would normally charge the general public.
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