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Teacher Competency Tests


You asked what kind of tests those who wish to become teachers in Connecticut must pass.  You also asked if a person could pass the test without having a four-year college degree.


It is not possible to teach in Connecticut public schools, even as a substitute, without a bachelor’s degree. Full-time permanent teachers must hold state teaching certificates.  In order to get a Connecticut certificate, candidates must: (1) hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree from an accredited teacher preparation program; (2) hold a bachelor’s degree, have two years of successful teaching or administrative experience, and fulfill coursework requirements; or (3) successfully complete the Alternate Route to Certification Program run by the Department of Higher Education, which requires a bachelor’s degree for admission.


In addition, candidates for teaching certificates must demonstrate that they possess (1) essential skills in reading, writing, and mathematics by passing either the Praxis I Computer Based Test or achieving minimum scores on specified alternate tests, and (2) knowledge of the subject they intend to teach by passing Praxis II subject knowledge tests.


Candidates do not have to take the Praxis I essential skills test if they have:

1. a combined score of at least 1100 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) with scores of at least 450 on the math and verbal parts of the test;

2. a score of at least 22 on the English and 19 on the math parts of the American College Testing (ACT) program; or

3. a total score on the Prueba de Aptitud Academica (PAA) equivalent to a combined SAT score of 1,000 with minimum scores on the math and verbal parts of the test equivalent to 400, together with a minimum score of 510 on either the English as a Second Language Achievement Test or the Test of English as a Foreign Language.


Candidates must pass the Praxis I or meet the minimum score requirements to be admitted to teacher preparation programs at Connecticut colleges and universities programs.  Candidates who complete their preparation outside of Connecticut must pass the Praxis I or meet the minimum score requirements.  Out-of-state candidates who do not meet the minimum scores may request a one-year deferral of the testing requirement.


Praxis II subject knowledge tests may not be waived. Teachers must take the test (1) when applying for initial certification, (2) when seeking reinstatement of a lapsed Connecticut certificate, and (3) when seeking additional subject area endorsements on existing certificates.


For your further information, we enclose a brochure on the testing program published by the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Bureau of Certification and Teacher Preparation.
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