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You asked how an individual without funds can pursue a malpractice claim against an attorney.  You asked if other states have procedures different from Connecticut’s.


A lack of money should not be a barrier to bringing a malpractice lawsuit against an attorney.  These lawsuits, just like malpractice complaints against health care providers, are usually handled on a contingency fee basis.  Under this arrangement, the attorney representing the aggrieved person gets a percentage of any damages he obtains up to a statutory cap of one-third.  Thus, if there is no recovery there are no legal fees.  Of course, a person can file a lawsuit without an attorney.  This is called a pro se lawsuit because the aggrieved party is representing himself.  But this may not be the best way to proceed since the aggrieved person would have to prepare a complaint laying out the relevant facts and how these facts show that malpractice occurred.  This can be a challenging task even for those with legal training and experience.  While court clerks might offer some advice on where to file or what forms to use, they will not assist in preparing the actual allegations of the complaint nor will they give legal advice on what legal theories to use.


We are not aware of any other state that handles malpractice lawsuits in a different way from Connecticut.  In other states, just as in Connecticut, attorneys will take the cases on a contingency basis.  People can instead proceed on a pro se basis , but if they do so, they are essentially on their own.
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