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Summary of sHB 5557 set bksubject Summary of Proposed sHB 5557 (LCO 1083)
You asked for a section-by-section summary of sHB 5557, “An Act Concerning Revisions to the Education Statutes.”

Section 1. 
Technical—changes the wording in a 1997 act dealing with the Connecticut Higher Education Trust (CHET).

Section 2.
Technical—inserts a missing preposition in a subsection of the law dealing with state aid to child day care centers.

Section 3.
Technical—deletes two extra prepositions in another subsection of same law.

Section 4.
Allowing Mitchell College in New London to award bachelor’s degrees. 

Section 5.
Makes endowed academies approved by the state for use as public high schools eligible for education technology grants as long as they are also eligible for school construction grants.  To be eligible for school construction grants, at least half of an academy’s governing board, excluding the chairman, must represent the boards of education of the towns designating them as their high schools.  Currently, Woodstock Academy and the Gilbert School meet this condition and Norwich Free Academy does not.

Section 6.
Technical—inserts a missing word in a section dealing with charter schools.

Section 7.
Makes one of the considerations the education commissioner must use to judge proposals for interdistrict cooperative grants slightly less restrictive by requiring him to look at whether the proposed program is likely to increase student achievement in general instead of just increasing mastery test scores.  It also eliminates consideration of whether the participating school districts are located in regions that adopted voluntary regional educational improvement plans in 1994.  (The bill repeals the underlying law setting out the procedure for adopting and voting on such plans, as well as the law designating the regions in Section 35.)

Section 8.
Changes the payment schedule for state grants to districts for excess special education and other educational costs for children placed by state agencies.  Instead of requiring districts to send in cost estimates by October 1 and revised estimates by April 1, it requires them to send in cost statements by December 1 and to send claims for any additional children or costs by February 1.  Under the bill, instead of paying 50% of the estimated cost in December and the balance in June, the state must pay 75% in February and the balance in April.

Section 9.
Makes the same reporting and payment schedule changes for (1) Department of Children and Families (DCF) payments for special education costs incurred by local boards of education for children placed in residential facilities for whom no other responsible board can be identified and (2) catastrophic special education costs that exceed five times a district’s per pupil expenditures.  It also corrects an incorrect statutory reference.

Section 10.
Requires the education commissioner to notify the Education Committee if the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (a regional accrediting agency) notifies the superintendent of the vocational-technical school system that a regional vocational-technical school is being placed on probation or risks losing its accreditation.

Section 11.
Gives a teachers’ or school administrators’ union and a local or regional board of education five days after notifying the education commissioner that their contract negotiations are at an impasse to tell him the name of the agreed-upon single arbitrator or neutral chair of the three-member arbitration panel that will decide the dispute, if they agree on the person.  Under current law, the parties must notify the commissioner of the agreed-upon names at the same time they notify him of the impasse.

Section 12.
Eliminates a reference to an obsolete law allowing boards of education to require children to be vaccinated against smallpox before attending school.  The bill repeals the separate smallpox vaccination law itself in Section 35.  Smallpox and other immunizations are still required under another section.

Section 13.
Technical—corrects an erroneous reference to the Education Committee.

Section 14.
Requires regional educational service centers (RESCs) that coordinate fingerprint and criminal background checks on school employees for school districts in their regions to forward the results of the checks to other boards of education or RESCs if the person being fingerprinted asked them to.

Section 15.
Transfers responsibility for waiving the financial penalty against a board of education that fails to file its annual report on receipts, expenditures, and statistics on time from the State Board of Education to the education commissioner.  It also gives the commissioner more discretion in deciding when to waive the penalty by allowing him to do so for good cause rather than only if the report was late because of circumstances beyond the board’s control.  The bill also corrects an erroneous reference to the state treasurer in the same section.

Section 16.
Requires a local or regional board to notify the education commissioner when the New England Association of Schools and Colleges places one of its schools on probation or notifies it that a school risks loss of accreditation and requires the commissioner to notify the Education Committee.

Section 17.
Eliminates a reference to a section, repealed in Section 35, listing the 1988-89 base education aid for each town.  It also changes two typographical errors in the spelling of the word “temporary” in references to the Temporary Family Assistance Program.

Section 18.
Removes a reference to laws, repealed in Section 35, that required regions to negotiate and vote on voluntary regional educational improvement plans in 1994.

Section 19.
Changes the payment process for grants for capital expenses for interdistrict magnet school facilities to conform to the “pay as you build” procedure adopted for all school construction grant payments in 1997.  Eliminates the payment of 5% of the authorized project amount for development of final plans and specifications and instead makes such projects eligible for progress payments once the General Assembly approves the project in the same manner as all other school construction projects.

Section 20.
Makes it clear that cooperative arrangements between school districts and regional educational service centers are eligible, along with local and regional boards of education, for up to 100% of the cost of transporting children to interdistrict magnet school programs. 

Section 21.
Removes references to laws repealed in Section 35 requiring regions to negotiate and vote on voluntary regional educational improvement plans in 1994.

Section 22.
Makes cooperative arrangements between school districts eligible for competitive state grants to help operate interdistrict magnet school programs.  Currently only local and regional boards of education and regional educational service centers are eligible for such grants.  The bill also removes a reference to laws repealed in Section 35 requiring regions to negotiate and vote on voluntary regional educational improvement plans in 1994, which is currently a criterion for the commissioner to consider in approving such grants.

Section 23.
Gives eligible endowed academy construction projects the same 5% bonus reimbursement (up to a maximum reimbursement of 85%) that the state gives secondary regional school district project costs.  The bill also eliminates erroneous and redundant references to reimbursements for academies’ administrative and service facility and code violation projects.

Section 24.
Allows the Board of Education and Services for the Blind to provide special educational services for blind and visually impaired children upon written referral from the local or regional board of education responsible for providing special education for the child instead of requiring the State Board of Education to make the referral.

Section 25.
Technical—inserts an omitted preposition in a section dealing with the authority of BESB to operate vending machines and stands in state and municipal buildings.

Section 26.
Allows the state matching grants to the UConn Endowment Fund to be deposited either in the university or in the UConn foundation in the same manner as private donations.

Section 27.
Makes the change in Section 26 retroactive to January 1, 1996, which is the date the UConn matching grant program started.

Section 28.
Allows the endowment fund for Charter Oak College to be administered by a nonprofit entity, preferably independent of the state and the college, to allow interest on the state bonds used to set up the fund to be federal tax-free.

Section 29.
Exempts students enrolled exclusively in distance learning, electronic, home-study or other programs in which students do not congregate for classes or other institution-sponsored events from the requirement that students provide proof of immunization for rubella and measles prior to matriculating in a higher education institution in the state.

Section 30.
For FYs 1997-98 and 1998-99 only, allows the education commissioner to approve state funding the school readiness programs that provide less than 450 hours and 180 days of learning experience and requires him to reduce their state grants accordingly. 

· Removes the $120,000 cap on the amount the Education Department may retain from the amount appropriated for school readiness grants for program evaluation and administration, thereby allowing the department to retain a full 1% or about $198,000.

· Allows towns to use up to 5% of their school readiness grants up to a maximum of $50,000 for program evaluation, administration and coordination. 

· For FYs 1997-98 and 1998-99 only, allows towns to use school readiness grants to prepare a facility or staff to operate a school readiness program.

Section 31.
Technical—corrects incorrect references in PA 97-265 dealing with school construction grants.

Section 32.
 Specifies that the $2,000-per-student grant to school districts that enroll students from other districts goes to the local or regional board of education in the receiving district.  It also requires towns receiving such grants to make the funds available to their local or regional school boards in addition to any other local, state, or federal funds to which the board is entitled.

Section 33.
Removes a reference to an obsolete smallpox vaccination law repealed by Section 35.

Section 34.
Updates the law concerning licensure of psychologists to allow those holding professional educator as well as standard certificates granted by the State Board of Education use the titles of “school psychologist”: and “school psychological examiner” and to require the SBE’s regulations concerning those certificates to apply to them.

Section 35.
Eliminates the following:

· The Commission on Educational Excellence, which issued its final report on January 1, 1994.

· The School-Business Forum, which expired automatically on June 30, 1996 and was not reauthorized by the General Assembly.

· A 1986 three-year pilot program in Hartford called Basic Education Training Team for Employment Readiness (BETTER) under which the state matched private contributions toward adult education.

· A requirement that Newington Children’s Hospital maintain an educational program approved by the SBE for the handicapped children in its care.  Newington Children’s Hospital no longer exists.

· An obsolete law allowing boards of education to require children to have smallpox vaccinations before attending school.  The provision no longer conforms to public health codes and other school immunization laws cover smallpox vaccinations.

· A list of town-by-town base education aid amounts for FY 1988-89.  These amounts are no longer used to calculate Education Cost Sharing (ECS) grants. 

· A regional planning process to promote educational quality and diversity completed in 1994.

· Grants to local school boards for vocational educational equipment.  Grants have not been funded for several years and are now funded through ECS as part of districts’ general educational expenditures.

· A pilot interdistrict leadership grant program for high school students that has not been funded since 1991.

Section 36.
Most sections of the bill are bill effective July 1, 1998.  The following provisions are effective on passage:  Section 3 allowing Mitchell College to award bachelor’s degrees, Section 4 making endowed academies eligible for education technology grants, and Section 30 concerning school readiness program funding for FYs 1997-98 and 1998-99.
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