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98-R-0312

FROM:
George Coppolo, Chief Attorney

RE:

Parental Liability and Victims Rights


You asked whether the parents of children who commit delinquent acts are liable for the damage or injuries their children cause.  You also asked whether the victims of delinquent acts have the right to find out the delinquent offender’s identity.


The parents or guardians of minors who willfully or maliciously cause damage to someone’s property or injure any person are liable for the damage or injury in an amount up to $5,000.  They are also liable for up to $5,000 if the minor takes a motor vehicle without the owner’s permission and damages it (CGS § 52-572).  This liability does not apply if the minor lives separately and independently from the parent (i.e., an emancipated minor).  


The records of a delinquency case are available to the victim of a crime committed by a minor to the same extent the records of a defendant in a criminal proceedings are available to a crime victim.  The court must designate an official from whom the victim may request such information.  Thus, the victim of a delinquent act can learn the delinquent’s identity from the court since this information is available to victims of crime committed by adults.
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