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File No. 555

Substitute House Bill No. 5391

House of Representatives, April 16, 1998. The
Committee on Appropriations reported through REP.
DYSON, 94th DIST., Chairman of the Committee on
the part of the House, that the substitute bill
ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING INTERDISTRICT PROGRAMS.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Assembly convened:
Section 1. Section 10-17f of the general

statutes 1s repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:
(a) On or before November 1, 1978, and

annually thereafter, the board of education for
each local and regional school district shall
ascertain, in accordance with regulations
established by the State Board of Education, the
eligible children in such school district and
shall «classify such children according to their
dominant language.

(b) Whenever it is ascertained that there are
in any public school within a local or regional
school district twenty or more eligible children
classified as dominant in any one language other
than English, the board of education of such
district shall provide a program of bilingual
education for such eligible children for the
school year next following.

(c) IF THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF AN
ELIGIBLE CHILD NOTIFIES THE LOCAL OR RECGIONAL
BOARD OF EDUCATION, IN WRITING, THAT SUCH PARENT
OR GUARDIAN WISHES THE CHILD TO BE EXEMPT FROM THE
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PROGRAM OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION, THE LOCAL OR
REGIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL SO EXEMPT THE
CHILD.

[(c)] ({d) The board of education for each
local and regional school district which is
required to provide a program of bilingual
education shall initially endeavor to implement
the provisions of subsection (b) of this section
through in-service training for existing certified
professional employees, and thereafter, shall give
preference in hiring to such certified
professional employees as are required to maintain
said program.

[(d)] (e) The State Board of Education shall
adopt and enforce regulations concerning
requirements for such programs, which may be
modeled after policy established by the Department
of Education for bilingual education programs.

[(e)] (f) Each board of education for a local
and regional school district which is required to
provide for the first time a program of bilingual

education shall prepare and submit to the
commissioner of education for review a plan to
implement such program, in accordance with

regulations adopted by the State Board of
Education.

Sec. 2. Section 10-66gg of the general
statutes 1s repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

Within available appropriations, the
Commissioner of Education shall annually, review
and report, 1in accordance with the provisions of

section 11-4a, on the operation of such charter
schools as may be established pursuant to sections
10-66aa to 10-66ff, inclusive, AS AMENDED, to the
joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to
education. SUCH REPORT SHALL INCLUDE: (1)
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ANY STATUTORY CHANGES THAT
WOULD FACILITATE EXPANSION IN THE NUMBER OF
CHARTER SCHOOLS; (2) A COMPILATION OF SCHOOL
PROFILES PURSUANT TO SECTION 10-66cc, AS AMENDED;
{(3) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ADEQUACY OF FUNDING
PURSUANT TO SECTION 10-66ee, AS AMENDED, AND (4)
THE ADEQUACY AND AVATILABILITY OF SUITABLE
FACILITIES FOR SUCH SCHOOLS.

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 10-74d of
the general statutes, as amended by section 12 of
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public act 97-290, is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) The state Department of Education shall,
within available appropriations and after payments
made pursuant to [sections 10-264i, 10-2641 and]
SECTION 10-2667j, AS AMENDED BY SECTION 7 OF THIS
ACT, maintain a competitive grant program for the
purpose of assisting local and regional boards of
education and regional educational service centers

with the establishment and operation of
interdistrict cooperative programs, including
programs pursuant to section 13 of [this act]

PUBLIC ACT 97-290 and 1lighthouse schools, as
defined in section 18 of [this act] PUBLIC ACT
97-290, but excluding interdistrict magnet school
programs for which a local or regional board of
education or a regional educational service center
receives funds pursuant to section 10-264h or
10_2641; AS AMENDED BY SECTION 5 OF THIS ACT.

Sec. 4, Section 10-264i of the general
statutes is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) A local or regional board of education or
regional educational service center which
transports a child to an interdistrict magnet
school program as defined in section 10-2641, AS
AMENDED BY SECTION 5 OF THIS ACT, in a town other
than the town in which the child resides shall be
eligible pursuant to section 10-264e to receive a
grant up to one hundred per cent of the reasonable
cost of transporting such child. The Department of
Education shall [, within the total amount
appropriated for interdistrict cooperative grants
pursuant to section 10-74d, use an amount, not to
exceed five per cent of such appropriation for

interdistrict magnet school program
transportation] PROVIDE SUCH GRANTS WITHIN
AVATLABLE APPROPRIATIONS. Nothing in this

subsection <shall be construed to prevent a local
or regional board of education from receiving
reimbursement under section 10-266m, AS AMENDED,
for reasonable transportation expenses for which
such board or service center is not reimbursed
pursuant to this section.

(b) Grants under this section shall be
contingent on documented costs of providing such
transportation. Eligible local and regional boards
of education shall submit applications for grants
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under this section to the Commissioner of
Education in such form and at such times as he
prescribes. Grants pursuant to this section shall
be paid as follows: In October one-half of the
estimated eligible transportation costs and the
balance of such costs in May.

(c) Each local and regional board of
education participating in the grant program shall
prepare a financial statement of expenditures
which shall be submitted to the Department of
Education on or before September first of the
fiscal year immediately following each fiscal year
in which the school district participates in the
grant program. Based on such statement, any
underpayment or overpayment may be calculated and
adjusted by the state Department of Education in
the grant for any subsequent year.

igl THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION MAY RETAIN UP
TO ONE PER CENT OF THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION FOR PROGRAM EVALUATION
AND ADMINISTRATION.

Sec. 5. Section 10-2641 of the general
statutes, as amended by section 16 of public act
97-290, is repealed and the following 1is

substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) The Department of Education shall, within
[the amount appropriated for interdistrict
cooperative grants pursuant to section 10-74d, use
up to fifty per cent of such appropriation to]
AVAILABLE APPROPRIATIONS, establish a competitive
grant program to assist local and regional boards
of education and regional educational service
centers with the operation of interdistrict magnet
school programs. For the purposes of this section
"an interdistrict magnet school program" means a
program which (1) supports racial, ethnic and
economic diversity, (2) offers a special and high
quality curriculum, and (3) requires students who
are enrolled to attend at 1least half-time. An
interdistrict magnet school program does not
include a regional vocational agriculture school,
a regional vocational-technical school or a
regional special education center. On and after
July 1, 2000, the governing authority for each
interdistrict magnet school program shall restrict
the number of students that may enroll in the
program from a participating district to eighty
per cent of the total enrolment of the program.
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(b) Applications for interdistrict magnet
school program operating grants awarded pursuant
to this section shall be submitted annually to the
Commissioner of Education at such time and in such
manner as the commissioner prescribes. 1In
determining whether an application shall be
approved and funds awarded pursuant to this
section, the commissioner shall consider, but such
consideration shall not be limited to: (1) Whether
the program offered by the school is 1likely to
increase student achievement; (2) whether the
program is likely to reduce racial, ethnic and
economic 1isolation; (3) the percentage of the
student enrolment in the program from each
participating district; and (4) whether
participating school districts are located within
regions described in section 10-264k which
approved regional plans in accordance with section
10-264c. On and after July 1, 2000, the
commissioner shall not award a grant to a program
if more than eighty per cent of 1ts total
enrolment is from one school district, except that
the commissioner may award a grant for good cause,
for any one vyear, on behalf of an otherwise
eligible magnet school program, if more than
eighty per cent of the total enrolment is from one
district.

(c) The maximum amount each interdistrict
magnet school program shall be eligible to receive
per enrolled student shall be determined as
follows: (1) For each participating district whose
magnet school program enrolment is equal to or
less than thirty per cent of the magnet school
program total enrolment, ninety per cent of the
foundation as defined in subdivision (7) of
section 10-262f; (2) for each participating
district whose magnet school program enrolment is
greater than thirty per cent but less than or
equal to sixty per cent of the magnet school
program total enrolment, a percentage between
sixty and ninety per cent of said foundation that
is inversely proportional to the percentage of
magnet school program students from such district;
and (3) for each participating district whose
magnet school program enrolment is greater than
sixty per cent but less than or equal to ninety
per cent of the magnet school program total
enrolment, a percentage between zero and sixty per
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cent of said foundation that is inversely
proportional to the percentage of magnet school
program students from such district. The amounts
so determined shall be proportionately adjusted,
if necessary, within the limit of the available
appropriation, and in no case shall any grant
pursuant to this section exceed the reasonable
operating budget of the magnet school program,
less revenues from other sources. Any magnet
school program operating less than full-time but
at least half-time shall be eligible to receive a
grant equal to fifty per cent of the grant amount
determined pursuant to this subsection.

(d) Grants made pursuant to this section
shall be paid as follows: Fifty per cent by
September first and the balance by January first
of each fiscal year. The January first payment
shall be adjusted to reflect actual interdistrict
magnet school program enrolment as of the
preceding October first, if the actual level of
enrolment is lower than the projected enrolment
stated in the approved grant application.

(_e)_ THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION MAY RETAIN UP
TO ONE PER CENT OF THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR
PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION FOR PROGRAM EVALUATION
AND ADMINISTRATION.

Sec. 6. Subsections (4), ({e) and (f) of
section 3 of public act 97-290 are repealed and
the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(d) Once the program is in operation in the
region served by a regional educational service
center pursuant to subsection (c¢) of this section,
the Department of Education shall provide,
annually, a grant in the amount of one hundred
thousand dollars to such a regional educational
service center to assist school districts in its
area in administering the program. Each regional
educational service center shall convene a meeting
of representatives of the school districts in its
area 1in order for school districts to report the
number of spaces available for out-of-district
students under the program. If there are more
students who seek to attend school in a receiving
district than there are spaces available, the
regional educational service center shall assist
the school district in determining attendance by
the use of a lottery or lotteries designed to
preserve or 1increase racial, ethnic and economic
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diversity, except that the regional educational
service center shall give preference to siblings
and to students who would otherwise attend a
school that has lost its accreditation by the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges. The
admission policies shall be consistent with
section 10-15¢ of the general statutes. No
receiving district shall recruit students under
the program for athletic or extracurricular
purposes. Each receiving district shall allow an
out-of-district student it accepts to complete the
highest grade in the school he is attending under
the program established pursuant to this section,
UNLESS THE LOCAL OR REGIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION
FOR SUCH DISTRICT IS CHANGING THE SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE AREAS ON A DISTRICT-WIDE BASIS.

(e) The Department of Education shall
provide, within available appropriations, grants
to regional educational service centers or local

or regional boards of education for the reasonable
cost of transportation for students participating
in the program, provided such grants do not exceed
an amount equal to one thousand TWO HUNDRED
dollars for each student transported. The regional
education service centers shall ensure that
transportation is available for students who wish
to participate in after-school activities.

(f) The Department of Education shall
provide, within available appropriations, an
annual grant to each receiving district in an

amount not to exceed two thousand dollars for each
out-of-district student who attends school in the
receiving district under the program. [provided,
for the fiscal vyear ending June 30, 1999, the
combined total of students in the program and the
program established pursuant to section 10-2667 of
the general statutes, as amended by section 5 of
this act, shall not exceed one thousand students.]

Sec. 7. Subsection (d) of section 10-2667 of
the general statutes, as amended by section 17 of
public act 97-247 and section 5 of public act
97-290, 1is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(d) For each fiscal year commencing prior to
July 1, 1998, the local or regional board of
education for each receiving district shall
receive, from the amount appropriated for purposes
of this subsection, a grant in an amount equal to
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four hundred sixty-eight dollars for each
participating child who attended school in the
district in the fiscal year prior to the vyear in
which the grant is to be paid. For the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1999, and each fiscal vear
thereafter, each receiving district shall receive,
within available appropriations, a grant from the
Department of Education in an amount not to exceed
two thousand dollars for each out-of-district
student who attends school in the receiving
district pursuant to this section. [, provided for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, the combined
total of students in the program established
pursuant to this section and the program
established pursuant to section 3 of this act
shall not exceed one thousand students.] Each town
which receives funds pursuant to this subsection
shall make such funds available to its local or
regional board of education in supplement to any
other local appropriation, other state or federal
grant or other revenue to which the local or
regional board of education is entitled.

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect July 1,
1998.

ED COMMITTEE VOTE: YEA 30 NAY 1 JFS C/R APP
APP COMMITTEE VOTE: YEA 495 NAY 1 JEFS
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* ok ok % %

"THE FOLLOWING FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND BILL
ANALYSIS ARE PREPARED FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SOLELY FOR PURPOSES OF INFORMATION,
SUMMARIZATION AND EXPLANATION AND DO NOT REPRESENT THE
INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OR EITHER HOUSE THEREOF
FOR ANY PURPOSE."

* k * % %

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT - BILL NUMBER sHB 5391

STATE IMPACT Yes, Implements a Provision of the
Budget, see explanation below

MUNICIPAL IMPACT None

STATE AGENCY(S) Department of Education

EXPLANATION OF ESTIMATES:

STATE IMPACT: This bill separates the funding for
magnet school grants from the Interdistrict Cooperation
grant as provided in the budget as passed by the
Appropriation Committee (sHB 5021).

Changes which increase maximum grant awards for pupil
transportation in interdistrict programs and which
eliminate the cap on the number of students which can
receive funding for out-of-district transportation for
interdistrict programs have no fiscal impact as these
funds are provided within available appropriations.

* ok ok kK
OLR BILL ANALYSIS

sHB 5391

AN ACT CONCERNING INTERDISTRICT PROGRAMS

SUMMARY :

This bill:

1. increases the maximum state grant for
transporting students participating in the
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interdistrict choice program from $1,000 to
$1,200 per student;

2. removes the 1,000-student cap for 1998-99 on
state $2,000-per-student grants to school
districts that enroll out-of-district students
under the interdistrict choice and Project
Concern programs;

3. allows receiving districts participating in
the interdistrict choice program more
flexibility to transfer out-of-district
students from school to school within the
district;

4. requires school districts to exempt a child
eligible for bilingual education from

bilingual programs when they receive a written
request from the child’s parent or guardian;

5. establishes separate appropriations for
interdistrict cooperative grants and
interdistrict magnet school operating and

transportation grants and allows the State
Department of Education (SDE) to keep up to 1%
of the amount appropriated for each one for
administration and program evaluation; and

6. expands the issues the education commissioner
must address in his annual report to the
Education Committee on charter schools.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 1998
FURTHER EXPLANATION

Interdistrict Public School Choice Program Changes

Transportation Grants. By law, SDE must provide grants
to reimburse regional educational service centers and
school boards for the reasonable cost of transporting
students participating in the interdistrict choice
program. Under current law, the maximum grant is $1,000
per student. The bill increases it to $1,200 per
student.

Per-Student Grants. By law, a district that accepts
out-of-district students under the interdistrict choice
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program or the Project Concern program ("receiving
district") receives a state grant of up to $2,000 for
each out-of-district student it enrolls. Under current
law, state funding is capped at 1,000 students for all
districts for the 1998-99 school year. The bill removes
the 1,000-student cap.

Transfers. Under current law, a receiving district that
enrolls an out-of-district student under the choice
program must allow him to complete the highest grade in
the school he attends. This bill allows the receiving
district to transfer such a student to another school
within the district as part of a district-wide change
in school attendance areas.

Appropriations Accounts

The bill requires separate appropriations for grants to
districts to operate interdistrict magnet schools and
transport students to them. Currently, those grants
must be funded out of the overall appropriation for
interdistrict cooperative program grants. Magnet school
operating grants are currently capped at 50% of the
amount appropriated for interdistrict cooperative
grants and the transportation grants are capped at 5%.
The bill also allows the SDE to keep up to 1% of each
grant appropriation for administration and program
evaluation.

Charter School Report

The bill requires the education commissioner’s annual
report to the Education Committee on charter schools to
include:

1. recommendations for changes in the law to help
increase the number of such schools;

2. a compilation of the profiles charter schools
must submit to the commissioner on their
students’ education progress, theilr financial

condition, and the accomplishment of their
missions; and

3. assessments of the adequacy of the state’s
per-pupil grant to charter schools and the
adequacy and availability of charter school
facilities.
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COMMITTEE ACTION

Education Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute Change of Reference
Yea 30 Nay 1

Appropriations Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 49 Nay 1



