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File No. 216

House Bill No. 5505

House of Representatives, March 30, 1998. The
Committee on Judiciary reported through REP.
LAWLOR, 99th DIST., Chairman of the Committee on
the part of the House, that the bill ought to
pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTOMATIC TERMINATION OF
BATL BONDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 54-66a of the general statutes, as
amended by section 14 of public act 97-287, is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof:

Any bail bond posted in any c¢riminal
proceeding in this state shall be automatically
terminated and released whenever the defendant:
(1) Is granted accelerated rehabilitation pursuant
to section 54-56e; (2) is granted admission to the
pretrial alcohol education system pursuant to

section 54-56g; (3) 1is granted admission to the
pretrial family violence education program
pursuant to section 46b-38c¢c; (4) 1is granted
admission to the community service labor program
pursuant to section 53a-39c; (5) IS GRANTED
ADMISSION TO THE PRETRIAL DRUG EDUCATION PROGRAM
PURSUANT TO SECTION 7 OF PUBLIC ACT 97-248; [(5)]
(6) has the complaint or information filed against
him dismissed; [(6)] (7) is acquitted; or [(7)]

(8) is sentenced by the court.

JUD COMMITTEE VOTE: YEA 35 NAY 0 JF
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"THE FOLLOWING FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND BILL
ANALYSIS ARE PREPARED FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SOLELY FOR PURPOSES OF INFORMATION,
SUMMARIZATION AND EXPLANATION AND DO NOT REPRESENT THE
INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OR EITHER HOUSE THEREOF
FOR ANY PURPOSE."
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT - BILL NUMBER HB 5505

STATE IMPACT Minimal Revenue Loss, see
explanation below

MUNICIPAL IMPACT None

STATE AGENCY({S) Division of Criminal Justice

EXPLANATION OF ESTIMATES:

The bill could result in a revenue loss to the state.
Since the bill requires the automatic termination of
bail when a defendant is granted admission to the
pretrial drug education program, the state would lose
the ability to collect the bail of individuals who fail
to complete the program. Since the amount of bail
tends to be low in these cases, any revenue loss would
be minimal.

The pretrial drug education program was created by PA
97-248, "An Act Concerning Substance Abuse Education
and Treatment Programs and Establishing a Connecticut
Alcohol and Drug Policy Council" and became operational
on January 1, 1998. As the program is new, information
on failure rates 1is not vyet available. Funds were
budgeted for 6,000 individuals for this program.
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OLR BILL ANALYSIS
HB 5505

AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTOMATIC TERMINATION OF BAIL
BONDS

SUMMARY: This bill requires bail to be automatically
terminated and bail bondsmen released when courts grant
criminal defendants admission to the pretrial drug
education program. The program is for people charged
with possession of drugs or drug paraphernalia who have
not previously participated in it or the community
service labor program. Bail 1is currently terminated
automatically when people are admitted to an
accelerated rehabilitation, pretrial alcohol education,
pretrial family violence education, or pretrial
community service labor program.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 1998
COMMITTEE ACTION
Judiciary Committee

Joint Favorable Report
Yea 35 Nay 0



