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SCOPE OF STUDY
Hospice Residential Facilities: Implications of Use for For-Profit Entities

FOCUS

The study will focus on identifying any health and safety implications related to for-profit
development of hospice residential facilities in Connecticut. Included in the review will be the
current health facility inspection and enforcement structure and other elements in place intended
to ensure quality care for Connecticut residents, and their anticipated application to a new type of
hospice facility.

BACKGROUND

Hospice is the term used for a certain type of care for a person who is terminally ill and
has chosen not to pursue curative care. A core concept of hospice is to allow a person who is
dying to be at home or in as home-like an environment as possible, and includes in Connecticut:
the patient’s home; a skilled nursing facility (considered the individual’s home); and what is
called a “short term care hospital, special, hospice.”

Most hospice care is provided at home through licensed home health care agencies.
Currently, the only state license available to provide inpatient hospice care is for “short-term
hospitals, special, hospice”, based on regulations developed in 1979. (General hospitals have a
role in serving hospice patients when certain types of care such as pain management or nausea
control are needed, but do not themselves have “hospice beds”.) Proposed regulations to allow
for hospice residential care are expected to come back before the Regulations Review Committee
toward the end of July.
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