Discovering Old and New:
A Visit to Hartford’s
Two State Capitols

The current State Capitol, constructed in 1878.

The Old State House, built between 1793-6.

Goal: To observe the differences and similarities between the current and past
state capitols by answering these questions.

The Old State House served as the state capital from 1796 until 1878. The current
State Capitol became the seat of Connecticut’s state government in 1878.

Compare the two structures.

By looking at the buildings, can you tell what materials were used in constructing them?

On your visit to the Old State House and the State Capitol, look closely at each
building and compare.

List three things that are similar.

List three things that are different.




Before you enter each building, look around.

Are the surroundings of each building different? Are there other buildings nearby? Parks?
Statues?

Each of the buildings has a room for members of the State House of Representatives.

Are they similar in any way?

How do the rooms differ?

Each of the buildings has a room for members of the State Senate.

Are they similar in any way?

How do the rooms differ?

Each building has a statue: Lady

Justice (to the left) is located at the

ol Old State House and the Genius of

T Connecticut (to the right) at the
State Capitol.

Do the statues look similar or different? How?




Are there any special symbols on either of the statues? What are they?

For Extra Credit....
Where did the Judicial Branch meet at the Old State House? Where does it meet today?




