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Police Organizations

3



Police Officer

(CGS§ 7-294a(9) as amended by PA 20-1, July Special Session (JSS))

1. Sworn members of a municipal police department or the State Police in 

the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection (DESPP)

2. Appointed constables

3. Special policemen

4. Law enforcement unit members
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Statutory Definitions



Law Enforcement Unit

(CGS§ 7-294a(8) as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)

Any state or municipal agency or department (or tribal agency or 
department created and governed under a memorandum of agreement) 
whose primary functions include:

1. Enforcing criminal or traffic laws

2. Preserving public order 

3. Protecting life and property

4. Preventing, detecting, or investigating crime
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Municipal Police State Police
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Major Police Organizations

5,981* 864

Local Policing Groups
1.Local organized police 

department
2.Resident State Trooper contract 

with special constables

3.Resident State Trooper contract 
without special constables

4.State police troop

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ C.LΩǎ Crime in U.S. 2019



Rates of Sworn Municipal and State Police Officers (2010-2019)
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Historical Information

Source: OLRReport 
2020-R-0316
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Officer Certification and 
Training
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Responsibilities and Powers

(CGS § 7-294d as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)

1. Establishing and periodically updating comprehensive state and 
municipal police training plans

2. Training, certifying, and establishing minimum qualifications for 
state and municipal police officers

3. Enforcing professional standards for certification and decertification 
of police officers

4. Developing standards for law enforcement units and granting 
accreditation to units that meet the standards
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Police Officer Standards and 
Training Council (POST)



Membership

(CGS § 7-294b as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)
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th{¢ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŜǎ
Å Two municipal chief elected officials or chief 

executive officers
ÅOne CT higher-ed faculty member with a criminal 

justice background
Å Three CT Police Chiefs Association members
Å Two sworn municipal police officers
ÅOne person with a physical disability background 

from the public
ÅOne crime victim or immediate family member of 

a deceased crime victim
ÅOne medical professional

Legislative Appointees
Å Three CT Police Chiefs Association members or 

Police Chiefs
Å Two justice-impacted people from the public
ÅOne person with a mental disability background 

from the public

Ex-Officio Members
Å DESPPCommissioner
Å FBI Special Agent-in-Charge
Å/ƘƛŜŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ
Å/¢ {ǘŀǘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ



General Requirements

(CGS § 7-294d as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)

ÅPolice officers serving for more than one year must be POST-certified

ÅCertification requires completion of minimum basic training programs

Å40 hours of review training must be completed every three years to 
maintain certification

ÅPOST may cancel or revoke certification based on specific 
circumstances
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Officer Certification



Changes from PA 20-1, JSS

ÅRequires State Police officers to be POST-certified but deems current State 
Police officers to be POST-certified

ÅAuthorizes POST to require police officers to pass a drug test as a condition 
of renewing their certification 

Å9ȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ th{¢ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƪŜ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 
certification to include conduct undermining public confidence in law 
enforcement or the use of excessive or unjustified force

ÅAllows POST to develop guidance for law enforcement units on grounds for 
certification suspension, cancellation, or revocation
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hŦŦƛŎŜǊ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ
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Specific Training Requirements

ÅSexual assault investigation and rape crisis intervention (CGS § 7-294f)

ÅDomestic violence, child abuse, and suicide intervention procedures (CGS § 7-294g)

ÅJuvenile matters and incidents involving adults with autism spectrum disorder, nonverbal learning disorder, 
and cognitive impairment (CGS § 7-294h as amended by PA 19-147)

ÅGang-related violence (CGS § 7-294l)

ÅNew legal developments that affect police policies and practices (CGS § 7-294m)

ÅCrimes motivated by bigotry or bias (CGS § 7-294n)

ÅMissing person reports (CGS § 7-294o)

ÅEye witness identification procedures (CGS § 7-294q)

ÅIncidents involving individuals with serious mental illnesses (CGS § 7-294r)

ÅPhysical force, body-worn recording equipment and data, cultural competency and sensitivity, and bias-free 
policing (CGS § 7-294s as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)

ÅResilience and self-care technique (CGS § 7-294gg)

ÅHandling of family violence incidents (CGS § 46b-38b(h))



Department Policies and 
Accreditation
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ÅAccepting and responding to missing person reports (CGS§ 7-294o)

ÅHandling and processing juvenile matters (CGS§ 7-294y)

ÅUsing electronic defense weapons (e.g., Tasers) (CGS§§7-294cc and 
54-1t)

ÅIdentifying and notifying family members concerning a fatal motor 
vehicle accident (CGS§ 14-108a)

ÅDisseminating information on a mass casualty event (CGS § 29-1l)

ÅMaking arrests in family violence incidents (CGS§ 46b-38b)

ÅConducting eyewitness identifications (CGS§§54-1p and 7-294t)
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Policies



ÅAccepting, processing, and investigating law enforcement misconduct 
allegations from the public (CGS§ 7-294bb)

ÅProviding critical incident and peer support to aid officer mental health and 
wellness (CGS§ 7-294ff)

ÅHandling pursuits by police officers (CGS§ 14-283a as amended by PA 19-
90)

ÅMinimal technical specifications and guidelines for body cameras, 
dashboard cameras with a remote recorder, and digital data storage 
devices and services (CGS§§29-6d(b) & (j) as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)

ÅManaging crowds by police officers (PA 20-1, JSS § 5)

ÅDisplaying police officer badges and name tags (PA 20-1, JSS § 14)
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tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ



Minimum Standards and Practices

(CGS § 7-294ee as amended by PA 20-1, JSS)
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Accreditation

ÅBias-based policing
ÅUse of force
ÅResponse to family violence 

crimes
ÅBody camera use
ÅPolice misconduct complaints

ÅElectronic defense weapons use
ÅEyewitness identification 

procedures
ÅNotifications of death and related 

events
ÅPolice pursuits



Currently, law enforcement units must adopt and 
maintain

1. POST-59{ttΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ 
or 

2. A higher level of accreditation standards 
developed by POST or CALEA

Starting in 2025 law enforcement units must 
obtain and maintain CALEAaccreditation
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!ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ



Equipment
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