OLR BILL ANALYSIS
SB 1014

AN ACT CONCERNING THE PENALTY FOR CERTAIN
NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES.

SUMMARY:

This bill reduces the penalty for possessing less than one ounce of
marijuana from a crime that carries a possible prison term to an
infraction that is punishable by a fine only. Currently, the penalties for

possessing up to four ounces of marijuana are:

1. for a first offense, up to 1 year in prison, up to a $1,000 fine, or
both;

2. for a subsequent offense, (a) up to 5 years in prison, up to a
$3,000 fine, or both or (b) an indeterminate sentence of up to

three years; and

3. a mandatory 2-year prison sentence running consecutively to the term
imposed for possession if the crime is committed within 1,500 feet of
an elementary or secondary school or a licensed day care center (a
judge may depart from this sentence under certain circumstances).

It also reduces the penalty for using drug paraphernalia from a crime to an
infraction when the use relates to less than once ounce of marijuana. It
reduces the penalty from a:

1. class C misdemeanor (up to three months in prison, up to a $500
fine, or both) when drug paraphernalia is used to make, test,
pack, contain, conceal, ingest, inhale, or introduce into the body

less than one ounce of marijuana; and

2. class A misdemeanor (up to one year in prison, up to a $2,000
fine, or both) when drug paraphernalia is delivered knowing it

will be used to make, test, pack, contain, conceal, ingest, inhale,
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or introduce into the body less than one ounce of marijuana.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2011
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