
 

 
 
OLR BILL ANALYSIS 
HB 6391  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN DRIVING 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OFFENSES, OFFENDER RISK 
REDUCTION EARNED CREDITS AND HOME CONFINEMENT FOR 
CERTAIN NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENDERS. 
 
SUMMARY: 

This bill: 

1. requires the Department of Correction (DOC) commissioner to 
create an incentive plan for inmates to earn credits to reduce 
their sentence and achieve an early release from prison; 

2. allows the DOC commissioner to immediately release a 
sentenced inmate to his or her residence subject to certain 
conditions if he or she was sentenced for (a) driving under the 
influence (DUI); (b) drug paraphernalia crimes; or (c) possessing 
a controlled substance other than a narcotic, a hallucinogen, or 
less than four ounces of marijuana; and 

3. provides as an alternative to the one-year license suspension for 
a first DUI conviction, a three month suspension followed by 
nine months where the offender may only operate a motor 
vehicle with an ignition interlock device. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2011 

INMATE INCENTIVE PLAN 
The bill requires the DOC commissioner, regardless of other 

statutes, to create an incentive plan for inmates to earn credits to 
reduce their sentence and achieve an early release from prison.  The 
plan must provide for earning credit by (1) complying with the 
inmate’s accountability plan, (2) good conduct, (3) obeying rules, and 
(4) participating in programs that prepare the inmate to return to the 
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community.  The commissioner must adopt policies and procedures to 
determine the amount of credit an inmate can earn to reduce a prison 
sentence. 

RELEASE TO HOME 
The bill allows the DOC commissioner, regardless of other statutes, 

to immediately release a sentenced inmate to his or her residence if he 
or she was sentenced for: (1) DUI; (2) drug paraphernalia crimes; or (3) 
possessing a controlled substance other than a narcotic, a hallucinogen, 
or less than four ounces of marijuana.  Someone on release: 

1. cannot leave the residence without authorization, 

2. is subject to electronic monitoring by global positioning system; 
and  

3. is subject to any other conditions the commissioner imposes. 

In addition, DUI offenders must be subject to automatic testing of 
breath, blood, or transdermal alcohol concentration levels and tamper 
attempts at least hourly regardless of the person’s location.  

Someone released to his or her home remains in DOC custody and 
is supervised by DOC employees.  The commissioner can revoke the 
release and return the person to prison for violating release conditions. 

BACKGROUND 
Penalties for Drug Crimes 

The penalty for possessing a controlled substance other than a 
narcotic, a hallucinogen, or less than four ounces of marijuana is: 

1. for a first offense, up to 1 year in prison, up to a $1,000 fine, or 
both;  

2. for a subsequent offense, (a) up to 5 years in prison, up to a 
$3,000 fine, or both or (b) an indeterminate sentence of up to 
three years; and  

3. a mandatory two-year prison sentence running consecutively to the 
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term imposed for possession if the crime is committed within 1,500 
feet of an elementary or secondary school or a licensed day care center 
(a judge may depart from this sentence under certain 
circumstances)(CGS § 21-279(c), (d), and (e)). 

The penalty for a drug paraphernalia crime is: 

1. a class C misdemeanor (up to three months in prison, up to a 
$500 fine, or both) when drug paraphernalia is used to make, 
test, pack, contain, conceal, or ingest, inhale, or introduce into 
the body, a controlled substance;  

2. a class A misdemeanor (up to one year in prison, up to a $2,000 
fine, or both) when someone delivers drug paraphernalia 
knowing it will be used for one of these purposes; and 

3. subject to a mandatory one-year prison sentence running 
consecutively to the term imposed for the drug paraphernalia 
crime if it is committed by a non-student within 1,500 feet of an 
elementary or secondary school (a judge may depart from this 
sentence under certain circumstances) (CGS § 21a-267). 

Penalties for DUI 
A person convicted of DUI is subject to the penalties listed in Table 

1. 

Table 1:  DUI Criminal Penalties 
 

Conviction Prison Sentence Fine License 
Suspension 

First Either (1) up to six months 
with a mandatory minimum 
of two days or (2) up to six 
months suspended with 
probation requiring 100 
hours of community service 

$500- $1,000 One year 

Second Up to two years, with a 
mandatory minimum of 120 
consecutive days and 
probation with 100 hours 
community service 

$1,000- $4,000 • Offender under 
age 21:  the 
longer of three 
years or until 
age 21 

• Offender age 21 
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Conviction Prison Sentence Fine License 
Suspension 

or older:  one 
year 

• Regardless of 
age:  prohibited 
from operating  
a motor vehicle 
without an 
ignition 
interlock device 
for two years 
after license 
suspension (PA 
10-110) 

Third and 
Subsequent 

Up to three years, with 
mandatory minimum of one 
year and probation with 100 
hours community service 

$2,000- $8,000 Permanent 
Revocation 

 
Offender Accountability Plan 

DOC develops one of these plans for each sentenced offender to 
formulate treatment goals and program needs.  The plan is used to 
assist the offender’s reintegration into the community. It addresses 
treatment, educational, and vocational programs and safety and 
security issues including behavioral expectations. 
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