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MUNICIPALITIES 
 

 
003 

 
 

 

SPECIAL SESSION ACTS AFFECTING 

This memo summarizes acts that were passed in the 2
special session that affect municipalities. Except where 
indicated, all of the following provisions were adopted as part
of HB 6806 of the June 30 Special Session and are effective
upon passage.  OLR memo 2003-R-0473 summarize
adopted during 

s acts 
the regular 2003 session that affect 

municipalities. 
 

http://www.cga.state.ct.us/2003/olrdata/pd/rpt/2003-R-0473.htm
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CONVEYANCES 

e 

er 
truct 

market value for 
the

t 

e 

l 

 the DOT 

te 

 entire parcel, or 
leases any of it. 

CONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Tourism 

ission 

 

d 

ew 
eting, 

ommission 
to review and ultimately approve 

 

Y 06 

s 
act 
 

ount to receive and 
disburse the funds from this 

Education Cost Sharing (ECS) 
Gr

 per student for two 

 town 
ars, 

 
The act requires the 

Department of Transportation 
(DOT) to convey two parcels of 
state property located along th
right-of-way for the relocated 
Route 7 in Norwalk and Wilton to 
the Connecticut Light and Pow
Company (CL&P) to cons
and maintain electrical 
transmission facilities.  CL&P 
must pay fair 

 property. 
The conveyances are subjec

to the State Properties Review 
Board’s approval.  The board 
must complete its review of th
conveyance not later than 30 
days after it receives the proposa
from DOT.  The state treasurer 
must sign and deliver any deed 
or other necessary conveyance 
instrument to CL&P and
commissioner is solely 
responsible for all other incidents 
of the conveyance.  Any conveyed 
property reverts back to the sta
if CL&P does not use it for the 
stated purpose, does not retain 
ownership of the

 
E
 

 
The act creates a comm

incorporating the existing 
tourism, culture, arts, and film
commissions into one entity, 
transferring their duties an
responsibilities to the new 

commission. It gives this n
commission planning, budg
financing, and managing 
responsibilities for various 
aspects of these activities.  It 
consolidates the current 11 
regional tourism districts into 
five, and requires the c

their annual budgets. 
For FYs 2004 and 2005, the 

act earmarks $ 20 million in 
lodging tax receipts to fund the 
commission. It also supplements
these funds in FY 04 with a $4.4 
million appropriation. In F
and after, the commission must 
be funded out of general 
appropriations.  In FY 04, the act 
requires the commission to 
allocate specified amounts to the 
districts and other organization
and projects it specifies.  The 
creates a non-lapsing General
Fund acc

stream.  
 

EDUCATION 
 

ants 
 
The act: 
1. extends the current ECS 

foundation amount of 
$5,891
years, through June 30, 
2005; 

2. continues the 6% “cap” on 
annual increases in
ECS grants for two ye
until July 1, 2005; 



 
3. starting in FY 2004, 

eliminates the ECS density
supplement, which g
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ives 

s 
ge 
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 capped grant and 

es $3 

rtion to the difference 

 

ord, and 

 

ol 
l 

ut 

 proportional 

 same 

ater 
gible 

to 

e 

r. 

 FY 
ts FY 

nt 
 

ase 

e sum 
of (1) its FY 2004 MER; (2) any 

enrollment dropped between 
2002 and 2003, an amount equal 

nts 

: (1) 

additional money to town
with greater-than-avera
population density; 

4. for FY 2004, distributes 
$50 million to capped 
towns in proportion to th
difference between each 
town’s
what its grant would be 
without the cap (“target 
aid”); 

5. for FY 2004, distribut
million to capped towns in 
propo
between each town’s 
capped grant and its target
aid; 

6. reduces each town’s FY 
2004 grant, including the 
cap supplement, by 3%; 

7. requires FY 2004 grants to 
Bridgeport, Hartf
New Haven to be at least 
$1 million more than their
FY 2003 grants; 

8. requires grants to towns 
eligible for priority scho
district grants, transitiona
school district grants, or 
priority or transitional 
school district phase-o
grants to be at least equal 
to their FY 2003 grants; 

9. gives all towns except 
Bridgeport, Hartford, and 
New Haven a
share of any remaining 
ECS funds based on their 
ECS grant; 

10. gives every town the
ECS grant in FY 2005 as it 
received in FY 2004; and 

11. extends the minimum 
expenditure requirement 
(MER) for two years, 
through FY 2005.   

Under current law, towns that 
have population densities gre
than the state average are eli
for the density supplement. The 
supplement amount varies 
according to the ratio of an 
eligible town’s population density 

that of the town with the 
highest density. The density 
supplement is not subject to th
cap and no town’s density 
supplement can fall below the 
level it received in the prior yea

The MER requires towns to 
spend a minimum amount on 
regular education programs.  
Under the bill, each town’s
2004 MER is the sum of (1) i
2003 MER; (2) any ECS grant 
increase; and  (3) if its enrollme
dropped between 2001 and 2002,
an amount equal to the decre
multiplied by one-half the 
foundation.  Similarly, each 
town’s FY 2005 MER is th

ECS grant increase; and (3) if its 

to the decrease multiplied by 
one-half the foundation. 

 
Priority School District Gra

 
For FY 2004, the act directs 

distribution of priority school 
district grants as follows



 
$20,057,500 for priority scho
districts; (2) $37,576,500 for 
school readiness; (3) 
$17,858,939 for early reading; (4
$3,030,669 for extended scho
building hours; and (5
$2,630,879 for summer school.  
For FY 2005, the act directs 
distribution of priority s
district grants as follows: (1) 
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ol 

) 
ol 

) 

chool 

$20,336,250 for priority school 
 

school readiness; (3) 
$17,647,286 for early reading; (4) 

ss 
 

be 

 fiscal 
 

d third fiscal year 
after the year the town received 
its final grant for the priority 
school, it may receive a grant up 
to 75%, 50%, and 25%, 

received in the school’s final year 
of eligibility.     

s 

he act appropriates 
ing 

success competitive grants for 
FY

 

lion 

ent 
pecial 
cy 

ust 
as 

follows: (1) $150,000 to Griswold, 

o Plymouth, (5) 
$200,000 to Southington, (6) 
$20

nt the 

ict.  

districts; (2) $37,576,500 for

$2,994,752 for extended school 
building hours; and (5) 
$2,599,699 for summer school. 

 
School Readiness Grants 

 
The act appropriates 

$2,309,249 for school readine
competitive grants in FY 2004
and $2,318,349 in FY 2005.  It 
limits the maximum that may 
used for administrative purposes 
in each year to $198,199. 

Beginning in FY 2004, it 
allows a town that received a 
school readiness competitive 
grant for a priority school but is 
no longer eligible to receive a 
grant for that school to receive a 
phase-out grant for three
years after the year the town
received its final grant.  For the 
first, second, an

respectively, of the grant it 

 
 
 
 

Early Reading Success Grant
 
T

$1,788,001 for early read

s 2004 and 2005 and limits 
the maximum that may be used
for administrative purposes to 
$203,646. 

 
Local Aid Adjustments 

 
The act transfers $1.3 mil

from funds carried forward by 
the Transportation Departm
in PA 03-1 of the June 30 S
Session to the Office of Poli
and Management for local aid 
adjustments.  These funds m
be disbursed for FY 2004 

(2) $200,000 to Milford, (3) 
$200,000 to Plainfield, (4) 
$150,000 t

0,000 to Vernon, and (7) 
$200,000 to Wallingford. 

 
Reimbursement For Health 
Services To Private School 
Students 

 
The act makes permane

existing state reimbursement 
grants for the health services 
school districts must provide to 
Connecticut students attending 
private schools in the distr
Although the budget act (PA 03-
01 of the June 30 Special 



 
Session) continues the grants
FYs 2004 and 2005, this act 
eliminates the statutory s
date of June 30, 2003. As under 
prior law, reimbursement 
percentages range from 10% to 
90%, based on town wealth.  A 
town must receive 
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 for 

unset 

a minimum 
0% reimbursement if (1) its 

han 1% of its 
opulation in 1997 or (2) it has a 

wealth ranking below 30 and 
ore 
not 

w 
by 

 or 
 

re 
nd (3) a 

ard’s right to go to 
a h

o a 

n, 
or placement in a private school 

t. 

a 

hen (1) 
 

 
hool 

placement 
fter the child’s initial placement. 

ourt, upon appeal of a hearing 
off

 

cation Definitions 

te law 
onform to the federal Individuals 

wit

 
Ho

8
number of children on welfare 
was more t
p

provides such services to m
than 1,500 students who do 
live in the town.   
 
Special Education Due Process 
Hearings 
 

The act makes state la
conform to federal law 
eliminating (1) a prohibition 
against parents, guardians,
local school boards raising issues
at special education due process 
hearings that they did not 
previously raise at a meeting of 
the child’s planning and 
placement team; (2) a 
requirement that the mandatory 
pre-hearing conference for 
parties to a due process hearing 
take place at least 10 days befo
the hearing is to begin; a
local school bo

earing when a parent or 
guardian refuses to consent t
pre-placement evaluation of the 
child but expressly allows it to 
ask for a hearing when a parent 
refuses to consent to a child’s 
initial evaluation or his 
reevaluation. 

The act also allows a hearing 
officer to order only a child’s 
initial evaluation, reevaluatio

or facility without the consent of 
his parent or guardian. Under 
prior law, the hearing officer 
could order any kind of special 
education evaluation or 
placement without that consen
As under prior law, such orders 
are subject to court appeal.  

The act allows a hearing 
officer to order a child placed in 
facility without his parent’s or 
guardian’s consent only w
the parent or guardian agreed to
the child’s initial receipt of 
special education and related
services and (2) the local sc
board seeks a private 
a
Finally, it requires the Superior 
C

icers decision, to hear 
additional evidence at a party’s 
request. Prior law gave the court 
discretion to hear additional
evidence if it finds certain 
circumstances exist. 
 
Special Edu
 

The act makes sta
c

h Disabilities Education Act by 
incorporating references to 
federal definitions and terms and 
eliminating redundant and 
inconsistent state provisions and 
definitions: 

meless Children 
 



 
The act requires local an

regional boards of education 
follow the federal McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act in 
providing educational services to 
children who are homeless. 
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d 
to 

dren 

 

 or in 
is 

al 

ed 

ool 

e 
here he is actually living.  

 also requires the LEA to 

guardian’s request regarding 
sch

ements 
 

t 

ions 

 

d 

e cost 

ts for 
 attending private 

nonprofit schools. 
 a 

requirement that, within 
appropriations, no RESC receive 

t 

t. 

ual 
charter school grant from $7,000 
to $7,250 per student.  It allows 

State law requires school 
districts to provide school 
accommodations to all chil
who live in the district.  In 
addition, if a child lives in a 
temporary shelter, the law allows
him go to school in the district 
where he lives permanently
the district where the shelter 
located.   

McKinney-Vento requires loc
education agencies (LEAs) that 
receive federal funding to, 
according to the child’s best 
interest: (1) continue a homeless 
child’s education in his original 
school (the school he attend
when he was permanently 
housed or where he was last 
enrolled) for the rest of the sch
year or, if the family becomes 
homeless between school years, 
for the following school year or 
(2) enroll the student in the 
regular school in the attendanc
area w
It
comply with the parent or 

ool selection, to the extent 
feasible, and to make plac
regardless of whether the child is
living with homeless parents or 
has been temporarily placed 
elsewhere (42 U.S.C. 11431 e
seq.). 
 

Proportional Grant Reduct
 
For FYs 2004 and 2005, the

act requires proportional 
reductions in certain education 
grants to school districts if the 
total grant appropriation is less 
than required to pay the full 
amount.  The reduction 
provisions apply to: 

1. school transportation 
grants for public an
private school students; 

2. adult education grants; 
3. regional education service 

center (RESC) leas
grants and operating 
grants; and 

4. health services gran
students

The act also eliminates

a lower state operating grant 
than it received in FY 1999 and 
mandates proportional 
reductions in RESC grants tha
exceed FY 1999 amounts, if 
needed to implement the 
requiremen
 
Charter School Grants 

 
The act increases the ann

the grants to be increased 
proportionately if the amount 
appropriated for charter school 
grants exceeds $7,250 per 
student.   
 



 
Public School Day Car
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e 
censing Exemption (SB 2001, 

)  

Prior law exempted from day 
car

a town 
ffers in a 

ent 
e 

, 

om 
) a credential 

sued by an organization the 

 and nine or more 
credits in early childhood 
edu

 

ion 

tion 

additional amounts from funds 
chool choice 

transportation if needed to offset 

xceeding 
e maximum amount.  By law, 

SDE must provide RESCs and 
ing in 

, 

 

 elections for 
federal office to comply with the 
req  

n 
ople 

e  
 or voting by absentee 

ballot or presidential ballot.  It 
onal ballot 

 for voting and 
counting it.   

 elections for federal 
ffice occur in even-numbered 

yea

nt and 
r U.S. 

Li
June 30 Special Session

 

e licensing requirements 
childcare services that 
agency or department o
public school building for 
students enrolled in that school. 
The act removes the requirem
that the children served must b
enrolled in the school. 
  
School Readiness Staff 
Qualifications 
 

The act delays, from July 1
2003 to July 1, 2004, 
implementation of the 
requirement that a person in 
each school readiness classro
have at least (1
is
education commissioner 
approves

cation or child development 
from an accredited college or 
university, (2) an associate’s 
degree in early childhood 
education or child development, 
or (3) a four-year degree in early
childhood education or child 
development. 
 
School Choice Transportat
Grants 

 
The act allows the educa

commissioner to grant to RESCs 

remaining for s

transportation costs e
th

school districts participat
school choice grants for the 
reasonable cost of transportation
provided the statewide average of 
the grants does not exceed 
$2,100 per student transported.

 
ELECTIONS  

 
Implementing the “Help 
America Vote Act”   
 

The act establishes voter 
identification and voting 
procedures for

uirements of the federal “Help
America Vote Act of 2002”.  It 
creates enhanced identificatio
requirements for certain pe
applying by mail to register to 
vote and requires proof of 
identity when appearing to vot
at the polls

establishes a provisi
with procedures

 
Regular

o
rs, and the act applies to 

elections for the offices of 
president and vice preside
elections and primaries fo
senator and representative in 
Congress. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 

 



 
Wastewater Management 
Districts 
 

The act allows municipalities
to establish by ordinance 
decentralized wastewater 
management districts. It 
establishes conditions tha
be met before a t
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t must 
own can create 

suc
n 

h 

a 
istrict.  

. 
water 

t 
ograms 

r 

 

 can establish 
and revise rules and regulations 
governing sewerage systems; the 

 

lso 
rder a 

 an 

e 

 requires a 
municipality to include in its 

ards 
 

 
d 

wer 
 It 

the authority of a local health 

 
 

, 

involve 

 waters.  

t” 
as 

h a district, including 
approval of an engineering pla
by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
commissioner with concurring 
approval by the commissioner of 
the Department of Public Healt
(DPH). It lists standards, 
regulations, and criteria that 
town can apply to such a d
It requires DPH to conduct any 
oversight or monitoring of these 
districts within available 
appropriations

The act requires a town 
pollution control authority to 
include in its water pollution 
control plan the designation and 
boundary of any decentralized 
wastewater management distric
and to describe any pr
where the local health directo
manages subsurface sewage 
disposal systems. The act 
requires the authority to ensure 
the operation and management 
of any district not owned by the
municipality.  

By law, municipalities, 
through their water pollution 
control authorities,

act requires any such rules or
regulations regarding 

decentralized systems to be 
approved by the local health 
director before taking effect. A
by law, an authority can o
building owner to connect to
available sewerage system; the 
act allows it to order an owner to 
construct an alternative sewag
treatment system and connect 
the building to it.  

 
The act also

ordinance remediation stand
to regulate alternative sewage
treatment systems. The act
states that any area designate
by municipal ordinance as a 
decentralized wastewater 
management district is not 
considered to be a public se
under the Public Health Code.
also states that its provisions 
must not be construed to limit 

director or the commissioners of 
DEP or DPH.  

The act defines a 
“decentralized system” as a 
managed subsurface sewage 
disposal system, managed 
alternative sewage treatment
system, or community sewerage
system that discharges less than 
5,000 gallons of sewage per day
is used to collect and treat 
domestic sewage, and 
discharges from a municipality 
into the state’s ground

It defines a “decentralized 
wastewater management distric

an area of a municipality 
designated through a municipal 
ordinance. The area can be 



 
designated when an engineering 
report determines that existing 
subsurface sewage disposal 
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systems may be detrimental to 
t 

re 

urring 

tation 
r.  

sewage treatment system” as one 

age 

irements, 
des

istrict 

health and the environment.  
n of a 

 
rves only 

one residence in a separate 
structure that is not connected to 

of 

e 

 
 

f debt 

. It 
red

te 
t 

fiscal 

RA board of 
dir

ary. 
e 

y 
.  

an 

es the need 
for the treasurer and secretary to 
app

mit, 

public health or the environmen
and decentralized systems a
required and the report is 
approved by the DEP 
commissioner with conc
approval by the DPH 
commissioner after consul
with the local health directo

It defines an “alternative 

serving one or more buildings 
that uses treatment methods 
other than a subsurface sew
disposal system and discharges 
into the state’s ground waters.  

It defines “remediation 
standards” as pollutant limits, 
performance requ

ign parameters, or technical 
standards applying to existing 
sewage discharges in a 
decentralized wastewater d
for improving wastewater 
treatment to protect public 

It changes the definitio
“community sewerage system” to
exclude a system that se

a municipal sewerage system or 
that is connected as a distinct 
and separately managed part 
such a system.  

Finally, it includes under th
definition of sewerage system a 
decentralized system in a 
decentralized wastewater 
management district established 
under the act's provisions.  

 
Connecticut Resources 
Recovery Authority (SB 2002, 
June Special Session) 

 
The act authorizes the 

Connecticut Resources Recovery
Authority (CRRA) to borrow up to
$22 million from the state to 
support the repayment o
CRRA issued on behalf of the 
Mid-Connecticut project for FY 
2003 and FY 2004, provided 
CRRA repays the principal and 
interest before June 30, 2012

uces by $22 million, from 
$115 million to $93 million, the 
amount of money CRRA may 
borrow temporarily from the sta
to support the repayment of deb
issued for the project for 
years after 2004. In both cases, 
as under current law, such 
borrowing requires approval of 
two-thirds of the CR

ectors, the state treasurer, 
and Office of Policy and 
Management (OPM) secret
The act requires CRRA to provid
collateral for these loans to the 
extent possible, as determined b
the treasurer and secretary

By law, CRRA must submit a 
financial mitigation plan to the 
treasurer and OPM secretary. 
The act requires that the pl
include analysis of the staffing 
levels, performance and 
qualifications of CRRA staff and 
directors. It eliminat

rove the plan.  
It requires that CRRA sub

on a quarterly basis, reports 



 
detailing the status of its 
financial mitigation plan to
treasurer, OPM secretary an
Finance, Revenue and Bonding 
Committee. It requires the 
authority to enter into talks wi
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 the 
d the 

th 
municipal members of the Mid-

 2012. 

 

overnor requires during the 
 loans it receives. 

 apparently retroactively 
 the 

RRA board of directors from 13 
to 

 

 

o 11 on and after June 
surer 

mic 
munity 

ng 
, 

nd 
d 

elop state-

t to 

te-assisted 
mo

 

d 
 

 

Connecticut project about their 
interest in extending their 
contracts beyond June 30,
It requires that CRRA include the 
status of those discussions in the
quarterly reports.   

 
The act specifies that CRRA 

submit its proposed budget, 
three-year financial plan, cash 
flow analysis, and most recent 
certified audit annually. The act 
requires CRRA to produce 
reports upon any matter of 
property or finance OPM or the 
g
terms of the

It
reduces the membership of
C

12 as of May 31, 2002, 
removing the OPM secretary as a
voting ex-officio member on and 
before that date. It further
reduces the number of directors 
from 12 t
1, 2002, removing the trea
as a voting ex-officio member. It 
reduces a quorum of the board 
from seven to six members, and 
eliminates the requirement that a 
quorum include at least one ex-
officio member or his designee. 
 
HOUSING 

 

Housing Redevelopment 
 

This act allows five towns to 
redevelop certain state-assisted 
moderate-income rental housing 
developments, subject to 
conditions and requirements. It 
allows:  

1. New Britain and its 
housing authority, in 
cooperation with the 
Department of Econo
and Com
Development (DECD) 
commissioner and the 
Connecticut Housi
Finance Authority (CHFA)
to redevelop Corbin 
Heights, Corbin Heights 
Extension, Pinnacle 
Heights, and Pinnacle 
Heights Extension; 

2. East Hartford, Hartford, 
and New London a
housing authorities an
project sponsors in these 
towns, to redev
assisted moderate-income 
rental housing, subjec
DECD approval; and 

3. Stamford to redevelop the 
Vidal Court housing 
project.  

Under the act, New Britain 
may redevelop its sta

derate-income rental 
developments without meeting 
requirements of certain housing
laws, including requirements for 
one-for-one unit replacement an
a resident anti-displacement and
relocation plan.  East Hartford, 
Hartford, and New London may
request, and the DECD 
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ws, including from 
requirements for one-for-one unit 

 

 

e 
it sees 

 

 
zed to 

Fin

al, to 
transfer a financially distressed 

certain 

ed as 

 

e 
ts in 

paid the 
sta

and PA 

The act also adds financing of 
affordable housing to the list of 

ctivities that, by law, make 
o 

nce.  
y law, nonprofits, 

mu

) 
r 

f 
le to 

 

T 

es that can approve the 
iting of a vehicle dealer and 

 prior law, the 
zoning commission, planning and 
zoning (P&Z) commission, or 

 
g 

, 

ning 

commissioner may grant,
waiver from the certain housing
la

replacement and a resident
displacement and relocation 
plan.  It exempts Stamford from 
certain housing laws, but not the
unit replacement, anti-
displacement, and relocation 
plan requirements. 

The act amends the powers 
and duties of CHFA to includ
providing assistance, as 
fit, to a local housing authority or
project sponsor connected with 
the above projects.  Under prior
law, CHFA was not authori
provide financial assistance to 
local housing authorities.  
 

ancially Distressed 
Property/Affordable Housing 
 

The act allows a housing 
authority, with the DECD 
commissioner’s approv

property to CHFA under 
conditions.  A financially 
distressed property is defin
a housing development owned by 
a housing authority and subject 
to an asset transferred from
DECD to CHFA. (DECD 
transferred its moderate-incom
rental housing developmen
2003 to CHFA, which 

te $85 million for it, as 
authorized under PA 02-1 
02-5 of the May 9 Special 
Session.) 

a
certain businesses eligible t
enter a contract for state 
financial assista

B
nicipalities, housing 

authorities, or businesses that 
have as one of their main 
purposes the (1) construction, (2
acquisition, (3) rehabilitation, o
(4) operation of affordable 
housing, or any combination o
these activities, are eligib
enter a contract for state 
financial assistance.  

EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon 
passage for transfers and 
October 1, 2003 for the financing
provision. 
 
LAND USE AND DEVELOPMEN
 
Local Approval Of Motor 
Vehicle Dealers, Repairers, 
And Recyclers 

 
The act limits the local 

agenci
s
repairer businesses and vehicle 
recyclers. Under

other board of authority 
designated by local law could 
approve the site. In the case of
towns or cities that have a zonin
commission, P&Z commission
and a board or appeals, the act 
requires that the board of 
appeals grant the approval. (A 
municipality can have a zo
commission or a P&Z 
commission, but not both, and 



 
thus it is unclear whether any 
municipalities are affected
this provision.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Oct
2003 
 
Investments Under The Urban 
Sites Program 

 
The act increases, under 

certain circumstances, the 
maximum investment that a 
taxpayer can make under the 
urban sites program, in which 
the investor receives a credit 
against his 
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ober 1, 

state business taxes. 
Un

s 

 local 
revenue, as determined by the 

s 

onsored 

 

 

it 
applicant to pay for the costs of 

med in the 
xercise of due diligence in 

reviewing the project, rather than 
just the costs of the revenue 

ent and economic 
feasibility studies. 

 
l 

d any 

istrative 

. 

Th

r 1, 2002 and 
003 assessment years, the act 

al 
 to 

$1,000 worth of property owned 
by 

bled 

he 

der prior law, the maximum 
investment was the amount of 
state revenue that will be 
produced by the project, as 
determined by a revenue impact 
assessment. The act increase
the maximum investment to the 
combined state and

assessment, if the project 
involves a firm in one of four 
manufacturing industries that i
relocating from out of state and 
the relocation will result in the 
development of at least 725,000 
square feet in a state-sp
industrial park. The industries 
are pharmaceutical preparations,
unclassified food preparation, 
lubricating oils and greases, and
miscellaneous manufacturing 
industries. 

The act requires the tax cred

all activities perfor
e

impact assessm

The act establishes a non-
lapsing “Connecticut Impact and
Analysis Account” in the Genera
Fund to hold any proceeds the 
state realizes in connection with 
the urban sites program an
other money required by law to 
be held in the account. 
Investment earnings stay with 
the account.  DECD can use the 
money in the account for the 
costs of the program, including 
the department’s admin
costs and carry forward any 
balance to the next fiscal year

 
PROPERTY TAX 
 
Property Tax Exemption For 

e Disabled 
 
For the Octobe

2
suspends (1) a mandatory loc
property tax exemption for up

a state resident who is 
permanently and totally disa
and (2) state reimbursements to 
towns for revenues lost due to 
the exemption.  The act restores 
the exemption and the state 
reimbursement for the October 1, 
2004 and subsequent 
assessment years. To receive t
exemption, a property owner 
must be eligible for Social 
Security or other comparable 
federal, state, or local 
government disability benefits. 
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ne 
nt who is 

 of 

d 
ilitary 

e 

nst Iraq and who is 
serving in the Middle East on the 

. 

r Veterans Property 
ax Exemption 

 the 
n for 

CGS 
g 

 tax lost 
ue to the property tax 

incomes below these limits be 
red

this 

or 

 
facturing 

equipment and commercial 
e 

e 
roportionately if the 

total amount of such grants 
exceeds the amount appropriated 

ice 

 
 

st come from the 
annual General Fund 

ment 

The 
wn does not have to file the 

property’s assessed value with 
 

 for 
tals 

The act allows a municipality, 
tive body, to 

impose a $5 fee on anyone who 
was delinquent in paying the 
property tax on a motor vehicle if 

This act applies to assessment
years beginning on or after 
October 1, 2002. 
 
Property Tax Amnesty For 
Troops In The Middle East 

 
The act bars municipalities

from charging or collecting 
interest on property taxes for o
year for any state reside
a member of the armed forces
the U.S. or any state or any 
reserve unit who has been calle
to active service for m
operations authorized by th
president that entail military 
action agai

final day the tax payment is due
Reduction In Reimbursement 
Grants Fo
T

 
The act eliminates the state’s 

reimbursement for revenue 
municipalities lose due to
partial property tax exemptio
veterans who have incomes 
above the limits specified in 
§ 12-81g(a). It requires, startin
in FY 2004, that the grant to 
municipalities to compensate 
them for the property
d
exemption for veterans with 

uced proportionately if the 
total amount due to 
municipalities exceeds the 
amount appropriated for 
provision. 

 

Grants To Municipalities F
Certain Foregone Property Tax 
Revenues 
 

This section requires that 
grants to municipalities to offset 
property exemptions (1) for newly
acquired manu

motor vehicles and (2) under th
circuit breaker program b
reduced p

for these purposes.  
 
Payment For Branford Hosp

 
The act entitles Branford to

$100,000 annually to offset the
property tax revenue lost due to 
the tax-exempt status of 
Connecticut Hospice. The 
funding mu

appropriation for reimburse
to towns for loss of taxes on 
private tax-exempt property. 
to

the OPM, as the law requires for
towns seeking reimbursement
lost tax revenues from hospi
and colleges. 

 
Fee For Delinquent Property 
Tax Payment On Motor 
Vehicles 

 

by vote of its legisla



 
the municipality notified the 
Department of Mot
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or Vehicles 
MV) of the delinquency under 

the
cles can 

Fee for Delinquent Motor 
Vehi x Rep (PA
June 30 Specia o
 

By law, municipal tax 
t otify th DMV 

er w op
ot le
re delinquent. The 

 municipalities to pay 
 v

bmit the notice and 
 to

he General Fund.  

Sp

Per 

g 
 

(D
 program in which the 

registration for such vehi
be denied. 

 

cle Ta orts 
l Sessi

 03-1, 
n)  

collectors mus  n e 
commission
taxes on a m

hen pr erty 
or vehic  or 

snowmobile a
act requires
50 cents for ea
when they su

ch such ehicle 

requires the pa
deposited in t

yments  be 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

 
Local Health Department 
Payments (SB 2001, June 30 

ecial Session) 
 

The act reduces funding to 
local and district health 
departments as follows:  

 
Department 

Type 
Prior 
Per 

Capita 
Funding 

Capita 
Fundin
under

the Act 
Health District 
· Town over 
5,000 pop.  
· Town under 

 
$1. 99 
$2. 32 

 
$1. 66 
$1. 94 

5,000 pop.  
Full-time Local $1.
Health Dept.  

 13 $0. 94 

Part-time Local $0. 59 $
Health Dept.  

0. 49 

 
School-Based Child Health 
Program (SB 2001, June 30 
Special Session) 

 
Starting with FY 2004, the act 

reduces DSS grants to towns and 
regional school districts that 
participate in the School-Based 
Child Health Program. It reduces 
them from 60% to 50% of the 
federal portion of Medicaid 
claims the state processes for 
Medicaid-eligible special 
education and related services 
provided to the towns' Medicaid-
eligible students. (The federal 
government reimburses the state 
50% of what it spends on 
Medicaid.)  
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Police Accreditation And 
Special Police Officers 

 
The act expands the powers of 

the Police Officer Standards and 
Training (POST) Council by 

ion and management 
of law enforcement units; (2) 

 

allowing it to (1) develop, adopt, 
and revise comprehensive 
accreditation standards for the 
administrat

grant accreditation to those law 
enforcement units that comply 
with the standards; and (3) at the
request and expense of any law 
enforcement unit, conduct any 
surveys necessary to determine 
compliance. 



 
The act also allows the counc

to appoint any “council train
instructor” or other person
as a special police officer 
throughout the state provi
the person is a certified police 
officer. The officer must be 
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il 
ing 

 to act 

ded 

sworn. He may arrest for any 
ct 

and present the person before a 
com

r 1, 

 

 for 
sel

roved 

e 

 
ent. 

 
 working as 

his 
certificate is cancelled or 

 as a 
 

) served as a 
d 

hile he 
g as a police chief in a 

contiguous state between July 1, 
1997 and April 1, 2000.   

d by a 

 

n 

 
training program (POST Reg. § 7-
294

ng 
ally, 

. The act 
eliminates state reimbursement 
for the Norwich General 
Assistance (GA) program and 

offense committed in his precin

petent authority.  
EFFECTIVE DATE: Octobe

2003 
 

Emergency Personnel 
Authority To Use Nerve Agent 
Antidote  

 
The bill allows fire fighters,

police officers, and emergency 
medical service personnel who 
successfully complete training in 
the use of automatic prefilled 
cartridge injectors to carry and 
use injectors containing nerve 
agent antidote medications

f or unit preservation in case 
of exposure to any nerve agent. 
The training must be app
by the Office of Emergency 
Management director and 
provided by the Connecticut Fir
Academy, Capitol Region 
Metropolitan Medical Response
System, or federal governm

 
Police Chief Reemployment 

 
The act exempts any police 

chief hired by a municipality 
from the Police Officer Standards 
and Training (POST) Council’s 
recertification requirements, but
not the prohibition on

a police officer while 

revoked, if  (1) he served
police officer in Connecticut for
at least 25 years, (2
deputy chief in Connecticut, an
(3) his certificate lapsed w
was servin

By law, a certificate lapses if 
the officer is not employe
law enforcement unit in 
Connecticut for more than two 
years, unless he is on a leave of
absence. A police officer whose 
certificate lapses needs to be 
recertified to work as a police 
officer. He must meet the 
council's entry-level certificatio
requirements and complete a 
council-approved police basic

e2). The regulations allow a 
waiver of the mandatory traini
in “unusual cases.” Historic
waivers have been granted on a 
case-by-case basis.  

 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

 
Elimination Of State 
Reimbursement for Norwich 
GA Program And 
Reorganization Of SAGA (SB 
2001, June 30 Special 
Session) 

 
Norwich GA

makes that program’s recipients 
eligible for the state-run State-



 
Administered General Assistance 
(SAGA) program.  It eliminates 
reimbursement for the Norwich 
General Assistance (GA) medica
portion as of October 1, 2003
and for the Norwich GA cash 
portion as of March 1, 200

  
SAGA.  The state-run SAGA 

program covers mostly single 
non-elderly people without 
children, who are very poor and 
unable to work because of s
term or long-term health 
problems, but who do not qualify
for Medicaid. SAGA covers all th
towns in Connecticut, except 
Norwich, which until now ha
run its own GA program.  The 
SAGA and Norwich GA prog
have both a cash assistance and 
a medical component and some 
people qualify for medical 
benefits only. 
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l 
 

4. 

hort-

 
e 

s 

rams 

ash 
ct 
 

ilies 

 
prior 

 

shelter at $200 and also leaves 

ing 
in 

nges 
 of 

 until 
March 1, 2004, when state 
rei

so 

ng 
ts 

ly 

gh 

h 

 

 

o 
 

scription co 
pay from $1 to $1.50.   These 
cha

e, 
t 

institution or state humane 

 
SAGA And GA C

Assistance Reductions.  The a
reduces the SAGA and Norwich
GA monthly cash assistance 
payments from $350 to $200 for 
unemployable individuals and 
from $150 to $50 for transitional 
individuals who do not pay for 
shelter.  It also reduces the 
program’s payments to fam
that do not qualify for the 
Temporary Family Assistance
(TFA) program by $50 (their 
benefits were the same as those 
for TFA recipients).  The act 
leaves payments for transitional
individuals who do pay for 

DSS payments for people liv
rated boarding facilities the 

same as they are on August 31, 
2003.  The act requires the 
reductions to be implemented 
between September 1 and 
October 1, 2003.  These cha
will apply to the cash portion
the Norwich GA program

mbursement ends. 
 
SAGA Medical 

Reorganization.  The act al
reorganizes the SAGA medical 
assistance component.  Starti
October 1, 2003, SAGA recipien
seeking medical care (previous
fee-for-service) will be assigned to 
receive their primary health care 
and pharmacy services throu
“federally qualified health 
centers” or other providers wit
whom DSS contracts for the 
program.  They will also be 
eligible for hospital services. This 
reorganization will also affect 
how the Norwich GA recipients
who become eligible for SAGA 
medical on October 1, 2003 will
receive their medical care. 

SB 2001 eliminates a $1 c
pay for medical services in SAGA
that PA 03-2 had established, 
but increases the pre

nges will also affect the 
Norwich town GA recipients 
being folded into SAGA. 

 
Indigent Burials. By statut

when someone in a town, or sen
from a town to a licensed 



 
institution, dies a
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nd does not 
leave a sufficient estate for a 

urial and is 
imbursed by the state for up to 

$1,200.   The act that eliminates 
 

 

or 
f the 

n’s 

on 
o 

A Audits Eliminated.  The 
statutory provisions 

requiring that DSS adopt 
regulations for audits of GA 
programs and for recoveries of 
reimbursements DSS makes to 
towns based on audit findings 
and sanctions for noncompliance 
with standards. 

 
Neighborhood Youth Center 
Grant Program 
 

The act suspends the 
Neighborhood Youth Grant 
Program during FYs 2004 and 
2005. The program provides 
funds on a competitive basis to 
municipal, school, and nonprofit 
agencies in Bridgeport, Hartford, 
New Haven, New Britain, 
Norwalk, Stamford, and 

Waterbury for neighborhood 
youth centers serving children 
ages 12 to 17. It also waives, for 
FYs 2004 and 2005, the 
requirement that OPM solicit 
competitive proposals under the 
neighborhood youth center grant 
program. 

 
KM/JR:ts 

proper burial and funeral, the 
town provides a b
re

state reimbursement for the
Norwich town GA program 
continues to require towns to
provide such funerals and the 
state to reimburse them.  It 
transfers this responsibility from 
the town’s first selectman 
public official in charge o
town’s GA program to the tow
chief executive officer.  The act 
also eliminates a minimum $25 
fine that can be imposed 
anyone who buries or causes t
be buried any such individual in 
violation of the law. 

 
G

act deletes 


	SPECIAL SESSION ACTS AFFECTING MUNICIPALITIES
	Department Type

	Indigent Burials. By statute, when someone in a town, or sent from a town to a licensed institution or state humane institution, dies and does not leave a sufficient estate for a proper burial and funeral, the town provides a burial and is reimbursed by the state for up to $1,200.   The act that eliminates state reimbursement for the Norwich town GA program continues to require towns to provide such funerals and the state to reimburse them.  It transfers this responsibility from the town’s first selectman or public official in charge of the town’s GA program to the town’s chief executive officer.  The act also eliminates a minimum $25 fine that can be imposed on anyone who buries or causes to be buried any such individual in violation of the law.
	GA Audits Eliminated.  The act deletes statutory provisions requiring that DSS adopt regulations for audits of GA programs and for recoveries of reimbursements DSS makes to towns based on audit findings and sanctions for noncompliance with standards.

