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· Founded in 2004, the New Haven Diaper Bank (NHDB) seeks to provide diapers for as many needy children in New Haven as possible.  

· There is NO federal or state supported source of free or reduced cost diapers.  Medicaid Programs, Food stamps and WIC, which provide poor children with basic necessities, do not cover diapers or other personal hygiene products.  
· Hygiene products, including soap, shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste, toilet paper and feminine hygiene products are not available by prescription or at reduced price for Medicaid clients. 

FACTS

· Infants need up to 12 diapers a day; toddlers up to eight 
· Adequate supply of diapers can cost over $100/monthly
· In low-income households babies often spend the whole day or longer in a single diaper because the family cannot afford diapers 

· Inadequate diaper changing increases the risk of numerous health problems from skin diseases to hepatitis.  

· Cloth is not an option for most poor people.  Most childcare centers require parents to provide disposable diapers and there is not always easy, affordable access to washing facilities.  

· Crying from being in a soiled diaper for prolonged time leads to greater risk of abuse. 
· Children who do not have access to adequate hygiene do worse in school and have more behavior problems.

Agencies as Partners
· 50,000 diapers are distributed monthly serving 28 different agencies in New Haven.
· NHDB works with existing social service agencies to distribute diapers to families in need.  

· Agencies fill out diaper request forms to ensure they are receiving the correct diaper sizes and quantities.  

· Agencies keep records of who is getting diapers and who still needs diapers.  

Contact Information:

Joanne Goldblum ​​– President

Phone – 203-843-5372 
http://www.newhavendiaperbank.org
