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Attached please find reports of two studies conducted by Mercer under their External Quality Review contract with the Department of Social Services (DSS).

The first of these studies represents a preliminary look at children who received a service with a diagnosis of obesity, type II diabetes or both.  Mercer also looked at other types of services received by children with these diagnoses.  The purpose of this study is to understand the prevalence and rate of identification of obesity and diabetes type II in the population of children and adolescents, through 17 years of age, in the State Medicaid program.  DSS was also interested in how the diagnosis of obesity and diabetes type II impacts utilization patterns of those children.  

The second study, which was designed with input from the Department of Children (DCF) and Families, compares services received by children in the Care of the Department of Children and Families with other Special Needs Children.  The purpose of this study was to better understand access and utilization of medical services by children in the care of DCF. 

Mercer will be presenting on both of these studies at the November meeting of the Medicaid Managed Care Council.  
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