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Background

Effective April 1, 2003 the income limit for HUSKY A for Families was reduced from 150% of the federal poverty level to 100% of the federal poverty level.  This change resulted in the loss of coverage for approximately 15,800 parents and caretakers of children.  (The children in these families remained eligible as the income limit for children remained at 185% of the federal poverty level.)

A two year extension of benefits was available to families who lost family coverage due to increased earnings or child support.  The department determined that families that lost coverage due to the reduction of the income standard were not eligible for these extensions.  Subsequently, a lawsuit (Rabin v. Wilson-Coker) was filed on behalf of the adults who lost coverage and an injunction was imposed to keep families with earnings eligible.  The Second Circuit Court of appeals finally ruled that the extension should be given to families with earnings.  Approximately 12,500 families, containing15,800 adults, were affected by this ruling giving them two more years of benefits.

The two year extension was scheduled to end at the end of March 2005.  However, the state legislature extended benefits through June 2005.  At that time the income limit for families was again raised to 150% of the federal poverty level and, it was expected that many families would again qualify for coverage based on the increased income limit.
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Eligibility Status as of August 20, 2005

Approximately 10,300 of the families that received extensions of coverage were scheduled for review by the end of June 2005.  This included approximately 9,000 families whose coverage was scheduled to end at the end of March 2005 due to the lawsuit.  (The remaining 3,500 families were no longer receiving transitional benefits.  They may have become eligible for coverage in another program, moved out of Connecticut or requested closure for another reason, such as obtaining private insurance.)  The department also extended coverage to about 575 families that were scheduled for review in April and 725 families that were due for review in May.

These families were comprised of –

· 14,822 adults and

· 18,328 children

· 33,150 individuals

After completing the reviews –

·   7,020adults and 

· 12,072children

· 19,092 individuals remained active

This means that -

·   7,389 adults and 

·   6,256 children 

· 13,645 individuals lost eligibility

A majority of the individuals that lost coverage did so because they did not complete the renewal process.  They either did not send the department the renewal form, did not send complete information, requested closure, or moved and left no forwarding address.  

· 4,088 adults and

· 4,230 children

· 8,318 individuals lost coverage because they did not complete the renewal process.
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Additionally –

· 1,479 adults lost coverage because their income exceeds the income limit for family coverage (150% of the federal poverty level).  The children in these families remained eligible as the income limit for children is 185% of the federal poverty level.

· 137 adults and 

· 535 children 

· 672 individuals lost coverage because the child reached age 19.

· 585 adults and

· 562 children

· 1,167 individuals lost coverage because the total family income exceeded the various income limits.  These children should have been referred to HUSKY B for coverage.  The department will confirm that these children were referred to HUSKY B

· 584 adults and

· 755 children

· 1,339 individuals were closed because they were given coverage in another program

The remaining

· 516adults and

· 174 children

· 690 individuals lost eligibility due to a variety of reasons such as non-cooperation with child support (adults only) and excess assets.

