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The new Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage:

What ConnPACE members need to know now
June 1, 2005

Dear ConnPACE Member,

We are pleased to send you the first in a series of informational letters about ConnPACE and the upcoming Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage.

As a ConnPACE member, chances are you also have Medicare.   That means you’re going to be eligible for new Prescription Drug Coverage under Medicare (also known as Medicare Part D).  

Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage is going to start in January 2006.  And you’ve probably wondered what it means to you.  
This letter will give you the basics at this point.  Along the way, we’ll send you further information to explain what’s happening and what you may need to do as a ConnPACE member.

* * *

  All this may seem complicated right now, but we’ll take it step by step.

Let’s go over a few key facts about what’s coming up.

· Fact 1:  Beginning in January 2006, Medicare is going to provide your primary prescription drug coverage.  As a ConnPACE member eligible for Medicare, you will need to enroll in a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan later this year.  You can enroll starting November 15, 2005.
· You’ll still be a ConnPACE member, but you’ll also need to choose a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan, beginning in November 2005.  Why?  ConnPACE will be coordinating your pharmacy benefits with Medicare.

· In October 2005, Medicare will send you the Medicare and You Handbook.  This handbook will include information about the Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage plans available in your area.  But that’s later in the year--so don’t be concerned about it now.
· Fact 2:  If your income and assets are limited—specifically, if your income is less than $14,355 if single or $19,245 if married; and your assets are less than $10,000 if single or $20,000 if married—you may be able to get extra help with prescription drug coverage.  

· By extra help, we mean help over and above the regular Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage and ConnPACE.  For example, your co-payments could be as low as $2 for generics and $5 for brand-name medications.

· The amount of extra help will be based on your income and assets (including your savings and stocks, but not counting your home). 
· The Social Security Administration will soon be sending applications for this limited-income subsidy to millions of households across the nation.  If you receive the application from Social Security, be sure to complete and return it.

· Besides checking your mail for information from the Social Security Administration, you can call to find out if you’re eligible for extra help.  They’re at 1-800-772-1213

(TTY:  1-800-325-0778), or www.socialsecurity.gov.

· If you are on one of the Medicare Savings Programs—these are programs that help you pay Medicare premiums, and known by initials like QMB, SLMB, ALMB/QI—you will automatically qualify for the extra help.  This means you will not receive an application from the Social Security Administration.  Instead, you will receive a letter from Medicare telling you about the extra help and that you do not need to do anything to receive it.  

· Fact 3:  In Connecticut, CHOICES (Connecticut Health Insurance Assistance, Outreach, Information and Referral, Counseling and Eligibility Screening) is an excellent resource to help answer any of your questions.  The CHOICES program can be reached toll-free at 1-800-994-9422.  And--the ConnPACE program will continue to provide you with information as we learn more about the Medicare Prescription Drug benefits you may qualify for.

For now… 

· Continue to use your ConnPACE card at the pharmacy.  

· If you have a Medicare-approved drug discount card, you can also keep using that with your ConnPACE card to get extra savings.  

· If you get an application for extra help in the mail from the Social Security Administration, please complete and return the application.

· And we’ll be in touch with further information throughout the year.  

Thanks!

Please keep this letter for reference.
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