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                        Women’s Health Committee
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All women are healthy and have the opportunity to achieve a productive life, which may include pregnancy and parenting.  The Subcommittee will focus on strategies, which include but are not limited to evidence-based interventions before, during and after pregnancy.  Additionally, the Subcommittee will address established woman and child health indicators and associated outcome measures in consideration of woman's health across the life span.

Chair: Amy Gagliardi

Monday March 10, 2014 at 9:30 AM in LOB Room 1C 
Attendance: Erin Jones, March of Dimes; Bernadette D’Almeida, DSS; Maria Damiani, City of New Haven; Dr. Walter Salisbury; Richard Jennings, CT Affliate ACNM; Donna Maselli, DPH-Healthy Start; Abha Bernard, Women’s Health CT; Caroline Cooke, DPH; Margie Hudson, DPH; Dr. Rob Zavoski, DSS; Annie Jacobs, DSS
1) Introductions 
2) Women’s Dental Health Update- CT Dental Health Partnership Update-Postponed
There was significant discussion regarding the attempts of the Committee to have the CT Dental Health Partnership explain their outreach program. There was agreement that DSS should plan to present at the next meeting.

3) Pay for Performance Update-
Bernadette D’Almeida from DSS presented about the program. DSS has received over 4,000 forms to date from providers. She also reported that there is evidence to support planned induction have decreased as well as Cesarean section rates, which have decreased from 38% of births in 2013 to 35% of births in 2014. In addition, there have been increased efforts to screen for post-partum depression and other mental health issues. Ms. D’Almeida also stated that 152 unique providers are currently enrolled in the program and that these providers represent providers who see the largest number of Medicaid patients.

Ms. D’Almeida also announced plans for a quality review, which would incorporate some of the completed forms in addition to an overview of medical records. The process will be detailed in a provider bulletin and letter.
There was also a discussion on how providers can track patients and the project as it moves forward. DSS replied that they are working on adding functions to their portal. Another question about tangible savings of the project was raised. DSS replied that preventing even two NICU admissions would pay for the entire project.

4) Discussion on Healthy Start Program 
Several Committee members raised concern over the Healthy Start’s transition from DSS to the Office of Early Childhood (OEC). There was discussion about whether there could be a Medicaid match services provided by Health Start. There was additional concern as to whether the transition would shift focus away from maternal health and well being of the woman. Additionally, there was concern that it is a medical program that is moving under an office that is primarily educational. The Committee would like to have the opportunity to provide input on these decisions.
Chairwoman Gagliardi raised questions about the preventive care aspects of the Affordable Care Act. DSS replied that CMS has not put in place firm guidelines, but that these services should be covered. CT does not license lactation counselors so Medicaid reimburses these services through alternative methods.
There was further discussion on the possibility of Medicaid payments for preventative care and Healthy Start. DSS explained that it is hard to code for preventative care services especially since Healthy Start does outreach and refers clients. Many parties are struggling to sort out how to submit to Health Start.

ASO and Healthy Start care managers should collaborate. DSS would like to do outreach to get these at-risk women into Medicaid to promote positive health outcomes.

5) Discussion on P4P Maternity Home and Healthy Start

Next meeting date: May 12, 2014 at 9:30 AM
