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Charge of the Task Force: 
Choose an indicator from the HEDIS list to focus on; research the health issue more thoroughly to identify recommended ways to address any concerns and improve quality; and provide those recommendations to the larger QI Committee.

It is my pleasure to provide the following report of the Adult Task Force. It is my understanding that this is the first report of our task force and we welcome any input or guidance from the Committee.
The task force has been in existence for some time and was reconvened several months ago to review our charge. It was determined at that point that we would initiate a project as outlined in our charge that would be simple in scope and which could utilize existing claims data that was available to us through the current system. It was our intention to use this initial project as a learning exercise to develop a process and determine the ongoing role and function of the task force.
We were informed that the Quality Improvement Committee requested that we look into the issue of whether adult patients were receiving appropriate follow-up visits after being prescribed anti-depressant medication by their primary care practitioner to treat a new medical diagnosis of depression. The task force agreed to take this on as our initial project. DSS representatives on the task force were asked to gather specified claims data for our review and analysis and these are our findings:
Subject for Review: Follow-up visits after initial diagnosis by primary care practitioner of depression and treatment through prescription medication
Criteria for Inclusion in Analysis:
1) Depression medication prescribed at a PCP visit in the first quarter of 2012.
2) No diagnosis of depression in the 4 months prior to prescription date.
3) No depression medication prescribed in the 4 months prior to the prescription date. 
4) Member was between 21 and 64 years old at time of prescription
Criteria for meeting measure goal:
1) Within 90 days client should have had a follow up visit with a PCP or mental health professional with prescribing privileges. 
Results:
4,864 Adults were found to meet the criteria for inclusion in this review.
51% of those individuals had a visit with either a PCP or mental health professional with prescription privileges within 90 days.
__% had no follow up visit and no longer had an active prescription by the end of the 90 days.  
--% were no longer enrolled in the Medicaid program. 
21% did not have a follow up visit even though they still had an active prescription at the end of the 90 days. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is our recommendation that the QI Committee discuss these results and determine whether any action needs to be taken to ensure that appropriate follow-up is being conducted for all individuals prescribed medication to treat newly diagnosed conditions of depression. 
