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Behavioral Health Partnership

Oversight Council Coordination of Care Committee
Council on Medical Assistance Oversight
                     Consumer Access Committee
 Legislative Office Building Room 3000, Hartford CT 06106


                                                (860) 240-0346   Info Line (860) 240-8329     FAX (860) 240-5306


                                                www.cga.ct.gov/ph/BHPOC 


Co-Chairs:  Christine Bianchi, Sharon Langer & Maureen Smith
BHPOC & MAPOC Staff:    David Kaplan and Olivia Puckett
The Committee will work with the Departments of Social Services, Children and Families, and Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the administrative services organizations that administer medical, behavioral health, dental and non-emergency transportation, to identify and monitor key issues that may impact whether individuals and families in the HUSKY Health program and Charter Oak Health Plan receive person-centered coordinated services. The Committee and its partners, along with parent and community input, will seek to ensure that participants in the HUSKY Health program and the Charter Oak Health Plan receive behavioral health care that is coordinated with their medical (primary and specialty care), dental, pharmacy, and transportation services. 

Meeting Summary: April 23, 2014
1:30 – 3:30 PM 

1E LOB 
Next Meeting: May 28, 2014 @ 1:30 PM in Room: 1E LOB

Attendees: Co-chair Christine Bianchi, Co-chair Sharon Langer, Co-chair Maureen Smith, Dr. Lois Berkowitz, Jenna Bracey, Cheryl Burack, Bill Halsey, Breneta Henry, Kathryn Britos-Swain, Michael Hoge, Lisa Honigfeld, Sabra Mayo, Hope Mitchell, Allyson Nadeau, Kimberly Sherman, Cheryl Stockford, Benita Toussaint, Barbara Ward-Zimmerman, Michael Weatherington, and Bereford Wilson 
Introductions

Co-Chair Sharon Langer convened the Coordination of Care Committee/Consumer Access Committee meeting at 1:37 PM, welcomed everyone and asked for all audience members to join members around the table.  She introduced herself and explained what the committee does. Introductions were made and then Sharon gave an explanation for the public forum saying that it was an invitation for the public to a facilitated discussion on Coordination of Care that stems from PA-13-178: The State of Connecticut Children’s Behavioral Health Plan.

Facilitated Discussion on Coordination of Care- Michael Hoge (Yale) 
[image: image2.emf]20140424131057228 .pdf



 EMBED AcroExch.Document.7  [image: image3.emf]20140424131111551 .pdf



 EMBED AcroExch.Document.7  [image: image4.emf]20140424131129331 .pdf


Michael Hoge of Yale and Bereford Wilson (BHPOC Member and Parent Advocate) in conjunction with the Child Health and Development Institute of Connecticut (CHDI) facilitated the discussion by asking committee members and members of the public the following three general questions regarding coordination of health care;
1. Strengths: What is working well? What needs are being met?

2. Concerns: What are the areas of weakness? What needs are not being met?
3. Recommendations: What suggestions do you have for improvement?  Who should do what to improve Connecticut’s system of care and services?
The State of Connecticut Children’s Behavioral Health Plan will be “Comprehensive and integrated and meet the behavioral health needs of all children in the state and prevent or reduce the long-term negative impact for children of mental, emotional, and behavioral health issues”.  A draft plan will be completed by August and will be made available for public comment.  The final plan is due to the legislature in October 2014.  A form for submitting written feedback can be accessed at www.plan4children.org . Email these comments to: info@plan4children.org or mail them to the Child Health and Development Institute, 270 Farmington Avenue, Suite 367, Farmington, CT  06032.  
Discussion

Comments by those attending included:

· There are a lot of programs out there to help individuals and families but it is hard to find out about them and access can be difficult.   
· There are many sites for services and some with coordinators but people do not know where to go and how to find them on the Internet.  
· Happy that the State of Connecticut was finally engaging families for input, recommendations, and suggestions.  
· Families and individuals in the system have no mechanism and cannot give input to the state on what needs to be changed and handled better.  
· Children in residential care for behavioral health issues have no means to give input or to have a voice of their own on the direct services they receive.  
· Asked for a “One stop shop” that would help children.  It was noted that universal screening would be helpful with this.  
· Integration of care has to go beyond the medical model.  
· The Office of Policy and Management’s cuts in BH services in anticipation of other sources of revenue due to the implementation of ACA was way too pre-mature.  The return on investment strategy and cost benefit savings were/is not yet being realized.  
Other Business
Co-Chair Sharon Langer thanked Michael Hoge and Bereford Wilson for facilitating the open forum.  She also thanked people for coming and sharing their issues, recommendations, and suggestions.  She then asked for additional comments or new business.  Hearing none, she adjourned the meeting at 3:27 PM.    
Next Meeting:  May 28, 2014, Room: 1E LOB 1:30 PM-3:00 PM
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State of Connecticut
Children’s Behavioral Health Plan

Opportunities to Provide Input

Overview

At the end of the 2013 legislative session, the General Assembly passed Public Act 13-178, An Act
Concerning the Mental, Emotional and Behavioral Health of Youths. The Public Act called for DCF
to produce a statewide children’s behavioral health plan that meets the needs of all children in the
state and prevents or reduces the negative impact on children of mental, emotional, and behavioral
health issues. Below are the various ways in which individuals and groups can provide input into
the planning process.

These two-hour listening sessions are organized in collaboration with existing support or interest
groups. Facilitated by a Family System Manager and DCF administrator, these sessions provide an
opportunity for parents, caregivers, and young people who participate in these groups to provide
their perceptions regarding the strengths and areas for growth in the behavioral health network of
care for children, young people, and families.

Information and Registration: To learn if a meeting is being conducted in your area or to obtain
additional information contact Susan Graham at sgraham@favor-ct.org or (860) 309-4322.

These are two-hour moderated discussions on special topics that are particularly relevant to
children’s behavioral health. Most sessions are organized in collaboration with an existing
committee or interest group that routinely focuses on one of the special topics. Participants include
the members of these committees or interest groups with additional individuals included as space
permits. Most Facilitated Discussions are co-led by representatives of CHDI and a parent or
community member. The special topics covered in the Facilitated Discussions include: infant and
early childhood mental health; early identification, prevention and early intervention; crisis
response and management; the role of commercial insurance; substance abuse and recovery; autism,
disabilities and other special populations; the child welfare system and mental health; the juvenile
justice system and mental health; the education system and mental health; and integrated care.
One meeting is held per topic in a central location within the state.

Information and Registration: Facilitated Discussions are scheduled about 30 days in advance.
To obtain information about the schedule and to inquire about participation contact Jeff
Vanderploeg by email at info@plandchildren.org or by phone at 860-679-1542.

‘Regional Listening Sessions

These two-hour meetings are hosted by DCF administrators in each region of the state. The purpose
of these Listening Sessions is to obtain feedback from the public about DCF services and the state’s

system of care and services for children with behavioral health needs. Notice of these meetings and
invitations to attend are circulated within the regions by DCF.






Information and Registration: To learn if a group is being conducted in your area or to obtain
additional information contact Tim Marshall at tim.marshall@ct.gov or (860¢) 550-6531.

| Open Forums

These public forums are an opportunity for members of the public, including parents, other family
members and providers, to voice their opinion on any issue related to Connecticut’s system of care
and services for children’s behavioral health. These forums will be two hours in length and
individuals will sign-up in advance to make a brief public statement at the meeting. The Open
Forums will be co-facilitated by representatives of CHDI and a parent or community member.

Information and Registration: The dates and times of each upcoming forum will be posted
online at: www.plandchildren.org. To register send an email to Jeff Vanderploeg at
info@plandchildren.org or call 860-679-1542. Specify the forum at which you would like to speak.

Whether or not you can attend one of the meetings about the plan, you can submit written
comments about Connecticut’s system of care and services and the behavioral health needs of the
state’s children and their families. Written input can be submitted by individuals or by groups and
organizations. A form for submitting written feedback can be accessed at: www.plandchildren.org.
Email the completed form to: info@plan4children.org or mail it to the Child Health and
Development Institute, 270 Farmington Ave., Suite 367, Farmington, CT 06032.

Information: For additional information email Jeff Vanderploeg at info@plandchildren.org or call
860-679-1542.

| Self-Guided Discussion Groups

Any group, committee, organization or association can use an existing meeting or schedule a special
meeting to gather input for the plan. The form for written input, which is described above, can be
used to summarize the input gathered during the meeting. Follow the instructions on the form for
submitting it.

For additional information vigit the plan website at: www.plandchildren.org. If you have questions
- please contact Jeff Vanderploeg at info@plandchildren.org or 860-679-1542.

B l Child Health and

Development Institute DCF

l of Connecticut, inc.

- Connecticut Mealth
[ B TR T S

Lhangiog Systems. Improving Livas,
CONMNECTICUT







_1460898340.pdf
State of Connecticut
Children’s Behavioral Health Plan

Form for Submitting Written Input

Individuals and groups are invited to submit written input regarding the development of the State of
Conmnecticut’s Children’s Behavioral Health Plan. All submitted input will be reviewed and will
inform the process of developing a set of practical and feasible recommendations for i improving

Connecticut’s system of care and services for childven and families. Please use this form and follow
the instructions below.

Access an Electronic Copy of this Form: You are highly encouraged to access and complete an
electronic copy of this form in Microsoft Word, which is available at: w v ol 1.0
Answer some or all of the questions below or provide other 1nf0rmat1on If possﬂole p}ease hml‘t the
length of this completed form to three pages.

How to Submit the Information: Email the completed form to: - or mail it
to the Child Health and Development Institute, 270 Farmington Ave. ., Suite 367, Farmmgton CT
06032. To influence the planning process, written input should be submitted by June 1, 2014.

If you have questions: email i+

Identifyving Information

Date submitted:

Name of individual submitting input:

Teiephuné number: Email address:

If input is from a group list the group pame:

Check the area of behavioral health for which you are providing input:

Juvenile Justice and Mental Health

Child Welfare System and Mental Health
Educational System and Mental Health
Crisis Response and Management

Role of Commercial Insurance

Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health
Autism, Disabilities, and Special Populations
The Role of Commercial Tnsurance
Prevention, Early Identification, and Early Intervention
Evidence-Based Practices

Substance Abuse and Recovery _
Integrated Medical and Mental Health Care
Genera}

N A B O O I

[0 Check here if you do not want your name or quotes from your written input used in
the Children’s Behavioral Health Plan or in any other planning documents.





What are the strengths of the Connecticut’s service system and services for

children and families? What is working well? What needs are being met? In what ways are services
accessible for families?

What are the major areas of concern about Connecticut’s service system and
services for children and families? What needs are not being met? What is missingfrom our

system? What are some of the barriers families encounter when trying to access appropriate services? Which
populations within our communities experience the greatest difficulties accessing services?





What are your recommendations for improving Connecticut’s service system and

services for children and families? What are your practical suggestions for improvement? Please
be specific about “who should do what.” What services are most important so that all of our children and

families have the supports they need? What do we need to do to improve access to care for all of Connecticut’s -
children and families?

What other input would you like to provide?

Thank you for providing vour inputi
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State of Connecticut
Children’s Behavioral Health Plan

An Overview

H istory of the Plan
At the end of the 2013 legislative session, the General Assembly passed Public Act 13-178, “An Act

Concerning the Mental, Emotional and Behavioral Health of Youths.” The Public Act called for DCF
to produce a statewide children’s behavioral health plan.

What the Plan will Address

The Act requires that the plan be “comprehensive and integrated and meet the behavioral health
needs of all children in the state and prevent or reduce the long-term negative impact for children of
mental, emotional, and behavioral health issues.”

Oversight of the Planning Process

An Advisory Committee is guiding this project. That committee is comprised of family members
family advocates, state agency representatives, and other system stakeholders. It is co-led by Judith
Meyers, CEO of the Child Health and Development Institute, and Doriana Vicedomini, parent
advocate,

Maonagement of the Planning Process

DCF has contracted with the Child Health and Development Institute (CHDI) to help develop this
plan by:

*  Obtaining input from consumers, families, content experts, and other state and local
stakeholders through family focus groups, facilitated discussions on specific topics and public
forums;

¢ Collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing data and information about the strengths and
weaknesses of the current system and current services;

* Developing a written plan for the State that will guide the ongoing development of a
comprehensive and effective children’s mental health system.

Timeline for the Plan

A draft plan will be completed by August and will be made avallable for public comment. The final
plan is due to the legislature in October 2014.

Submiiting Writien Information: Whether or not you can attend one of the meetings about the
plan, you can submlt Wrztten comments on this topic. A form for subm1tt1ng written feedback can be
accessed at: - drven.ovg. Email these comments to: 3 children prg or mail them
to the Child Health and Development Institute, 270 Farmmgton Ave ., Suite 367, Farmmgton cT
06032.

Further Information: Visit the plan website at: wwv
questions please contact CHDI at: i
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