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Mission Statement

To coordinate and provide
access to resources by
developing and
recommending to the
Governor and the Legislature
policy for the advancement
of the Latino & Puerto Rican
Communities.
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Reportofthe Chair

Dear Governor Rowland:

he Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission began the 2001 year
focusing on legislation. We co-sponsored a legislative reception along
with the other 3 commissions in order to start advocating for our legislative initia-
tives early in the session. Some of the legislation we supported includes immi-
grant rights, funding for court intrepreters training, and voter rights restoration. |

1:,:-.., . am extremely proud to report that this strategy, coupled with a number of other
1" %L : ' advocacy processes enabled us to succeed in obtaining funding in support of train-
' Iy fl 3 ing for court interpreters, additional funding for asthma research and in gaining
’ r_‘:l passage of the immigrant rights law in the State of Connecticut. While thisis a

4

Chairperson

prior year report, | want to make mention of the tragedy that occurred
on September 11th. Our hearts go out to all of the families touched by
this tragic event. Please know that you are in our minds and prayers.
May God bless you at this very trying time!

Another key accomplishment for the Commission was the press conference
held in conjunction with the Federal Equal Employment Opportunities Commis-
sion and the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund to announce the class
action lawsuit against Beauty Enterprises for their blatant discriminatory acts to-
wards primarily Hispanic employees. This action was particularly satisfying as it
came about as a result of a public hearing on “Workplace Discrimination” that the
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission held in conjunction with State Repre-
sentative Minnie Gonzéalez in May of 2000. Over 22 employees gave testimony at
the public hearing and came forward afterward to file a formal complaint against
this employer.

The Commission continues to implement a great many of the strategies
developed at the retreat held during the prior year to assist with carrying out its
mission. Strategies such as creation of working committees to better identify those
areas in which we need to remain vigilant such as legislation affecting our commu-
nity, budget oversight to ensure compliance and special projects review and selec-
tion allowing for better use of staff resources.

The Commission has been active by supporting the following initiatives im-
portant to the Latino community in Connecticut:

Maritza Tiru

1. We embarked on a new initiative in collaboration with the African Ameri-
can Affairs Commission, the Permanent Commission on the Status of
Women, DemocracyWorks and the National Conference for Community
and Justice related to reflecting the makeup of the State’s population on
the slate of State Boards and Commissions. This initiative has been very
successful and the partners have been able to increase the participation of
the underrepresented and women of color on these boards through the vari-
ous talent banks. The initiative has been so successful in attracting people
that the partners have also undertaken providing access through service on
municipal boards and commissions, non-profit boards and, most recently,
working in collaboration with the State Treasurer to open up opportunities
for more women and the underrepresented on corporate boards.

2. We released a second socio-economic status of Latinos in Connecticut study
with the support of the Graustein Memorial Fund. The research for this
document was performed by the Center for Research and Public Policy.
One of the study’s findings is that overall, Latinos are enjoying a better
lifestyle than they were two years ago. It also shows, however, that there
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are areas where this population is still underserved. This data will now be utilized to create
public policy pieces to be advanced through the legislature on behalf of the Latino community.

3. Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission staff and commissioners were also interviewed
extensively by the print and broadcast media about the Census figures which were released
indicating that Latinos in the State are now the majority population of the under-represented
classes numbering over 320,000 strong. As a result of this increase, calls to the LPRAC Office
have virtually doubled for speaking engagements, information on the growing population, in-
quiries related to the mission of the Agency as well as calls related to where people and organi-
zations can find help on a variety of topics.

4. LPRAC was also instrumental in convening the first of its kind dual language two-day institute
this past June at the Legislative Office Building in the collaboration with the Hartford Public
Schools’ Bilingual Education Office. Numerous rooms designated for this event were filled to
capacity and the well-qualified speakers enjoyed an extremely engaged audience of educators
from throughout the country. The event was so successful that we are currently in the process
of scheduling the second round for the summer of 2002. It was rewarding to hear what other
districts in other states are doing with regards to dual language. Even more heartening is the
fact that these districts not only teach Spanish as a second language but others such as Arme-
nian, Korean, Japanese and a whole host of languages reflective of the makeup of the world we
live in. This is very satisfying as we are all quite aware of the global market accessible through
the internet that now brings the world to us at the touch of a button.

The Commission, in collaboration with the Latino Leadership Development Network of Lead-
ership Greater Hartford held its first Leadership Summit on Friday, December 8, 2000 at the Hartford
Marriott Hotel in Farmington. The Summit was extremely successful attracting over 500 Latino lead-
ers from throughout the State despite the bad weather conditions of that morning. Some of the work-
shops held centered around education, civic responsibility, housing, health and youth. The civic re-
sponsibility workshop heard from such noted individuals as Marilda Gandara, President and CEO of
the Aetna Foundation (who also facilitated the workshop); Jorge Bahamonde, CEO of the United Way
of the Capital Area; and, Diana Campoamor, President of Hispanics in Philanthropy based in Califor-
nia. What made this day so productive was the fact that there was an action piece tied into participation
within the 5 separate workshops. Those individuals participating had to come up with at least one
initiative they wished to go back and work on in order to report back at the second leadership summit
being planned for 2002.

LPRAC participated on the statewide committee looking at the redrawing of the district map in
Connecticut in collaboration with DemocracyWorks and the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education
Fund. The various regional committees working on these maps came up with alternatives to present to
the Legislative Committee looking to redraw the new boundary lines by November 30, 2001. These
were presented to those committee members at the public hearings that were held throughout the State.
Itis our hope that our input is taken into consideration as this committee deliberates how to proceed on
behalf of the residents of Connecticut.

Overall, the Commission had a banner year for projects, involvement and participation at all
levels. We are working at full capacity having finally hired a Public Information Officer to allow us to
better communicate our wide-ranging activities statewide to everyone wishing to participate with the
initiatives of LPRAC.

I wish to conclude by thanking everyone who has made this year as Chairperson for me so suc-
cessful. The staff, commissioners and the public that it has been a pleasure for me to work with throughout
this past year were absolutely wonderful. Thank you for making my watch such a successful one.

Sincerely,

Maritza Tiru
Chairperson
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Commissioner Biographies

Ramon L. Arroyo, Commissioner

(Public Citizen) of Hartford, was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico. He has a
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and a Master’s degree in Social Work from
the University of Connecticut. Currently, he is a Senior Field Representa-
tive in the Office of Human Services for the City of Hartford. Mr. Arroyo
has participated and volunteered in many organizations. He is currently
the President of the Puerto Rican and Latino Alliance (PAC) of Connecti-
cut. The following is a list of the memberships he has held:

Hartford’s Charter Revision Commission
Capitol Area Substance Abuse Council, member of Board of Directors
Hartford Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
Hogar Crea of Connecticut, state board of directors
Puerto Rican PAC, President
Boys Scouts of America
Long River Council, Volunteer Career Awareness Speaker
Quirk Middle School PTSA-President
Maria Sanchez Baseball Little League, Assistant Coach
West Middle School, PTA-Vice President
Neighborhood Legal Services, member of board of directors
Hartford's Public Access Television, member of board of directors

Hartford’s Democratic Town Committee-Third District, Spokesperson

The House Majority Leader David Pudlin appointed Mr. Arroyo to LPRAC
in 1999.

lvette Servera, Treasurer

(Small Business and Economic Development) of Farmington, works
for the State of Connecticut Judicial Department, Adult Probation, at the
Bristol office. She attended Sacred Heart University in Bridgeport where
she received a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work with a minor in Sociology.
Ms. Servera is a member of many community organizations including: past
President of Handicapped Children of Puerto Rico, Bridgeport; La Danza,
Bridgeport; Executive Board of Boys Scouts; President of La Casa De Puerto
Rico; Leadership Greater Hartford —Marketing and Education Committees; 2nd
President of Hartford Lions Club; ASPIRA Hartford effort; Hispanic Journalists
Association; Connecticut Probation and Parole Association; and Republican His-
panic Women’s Task Force. She volunteers with the American Red Cross on the
Disaster Action Team and is a Community Liaison Volunteer. She is a frequent
contributor as a writer to El Extra News, Spanish Newspaper in Hartford. She is
currently a board member with the United Way.

Governor John G. Rowland appointed Ms. Servera to LPRAC in 1999.
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Elena de Murias, Secretar

(Arts and Culture) of Bridgeport, is the Executive Director of the Discovery Mu-
seum located in Bridgeport. The Discovery Museum is an interactive experience for
all ages focusing on art, science and space with an attendance of over 100,000 visi-
tors annually. Ms. de Murias is also the Vice-Chairperson of Sound View Commu-
nity Media, the newest affiliate of the Discovery Museum which offers television
production, training and programming for six towns in Connecticut. The Discovery
Museum is the first Museum in the United States to be granted the management of
Public, Educational and Government access television stations.

Prior to joining the Discovery Museum in 1996, Ms. de Murias was an international banker
for twenty years with Chase Manhattan and Chemical Bank living and working in Latin America,
Asia, Europe and Australia. Ms. de Murias graduated from Kent School in Kent, CT.; Goucher
College in Baltimore, Md. with a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish; Southern Methodist University
in Dallas, Texas with a Master’s degree in Latin American Studies. She spent her junior year
abroad at the University of Arts and Sciences in Valencia, Spain and attended various summer
programs in Quito, Ecuador, Lima, Perd, and Guadalajara, Mexico. Ms. de Murias is on advi-
sory councils at Kent School and Sacred Heart University. She is on the Board of Directors of
Career Resources, a welfare to work organization in Bridgeport and the Greater Bridgeport
Symphony. She lives in Bridgeport, Connecticut and Manhattan, New York.

She was appointed to the commission in 1998 by Senate Minority Leader, M. Adela Eads
and re-appointed in 1999.

frai 0 ¢ -

(Public Citizen) is a 26 year New Britain resident. He attended the Catholic Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico and graduated from Central Connecticut State University where
he received a Bachelor of Science in Management Information Systems.

He is employed at Cigna Corporation as a Systems Consultant. He is a former New
Britain Parks and Recreation Commissioner; a member of the Saint Ann’s Passion
Play Cast and Board in New Britain; a member of Region 10, a New Britain Educa-
tion Diversity Council, and served on the School Choice Commission created by Governor
Rowland. Mr. Rosado coaches Little League Baseball and Junior Soccer.

He was appointed to the Commission in 1995, 1997, and re-appointed in 1999 by House
Minority Leader, Robert M. Ward.
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Raul A. Rodriguez, Commissioner

(Environment) resides in Wethersfield and is an Associate at Arnold & Associates in
Hartford. He has practiced public housing/residential summary process eviction law and
general civil law for the past twelve years.

He is a member of the Connecticut and New York Bars. Mr. Rodriguez received his Bach-
elor of Arts Degree from Cornell University and received his Juris Doctorate Degree from
the State University of New York at Buffalo, Faculty of Law. He is a member of the Con-
necticut Bar Association, the Hartford County Bar Association, The Hispanic National
Bar Association and the Connecticut Hispanic Bar Association. He is a member of the
ASPIRA Hartford Programs Coordinating Committee. He is a charter member and Vice
President of Public Relations for the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission Toastmasters
Club; and, Assistant Secretary and Membership Chairperson of the Hartford Evening Lions Club.
He is a member of the Wethersfield Democratic Town Committee, Salvation Army Advisory Board,
and Leadership Greater Hartford Class of 1999. Mr. Rodriguez wrote “One Strike, You're Out.
Evictions in Connecticut” which was published in the June/July 1998 issue of the Connecticut
Lawyer Magazine.

He is a former member of: the United Way of Greater Hartford - Board of Directors, Chair of the
Affirmative Action Committee, Member of the Allocations Steering Committee and the Neigh-
borhood Support Collaboration. He was Chairperson of the Hartford Fair Rent Commission;
member of the Hartford Commission on the City Plan; Secretary of the Hartford Democratic
Party; Secretary of South / Southwest Elderly Housing Corporation Board of Directors; and, the
Board of Directors of Southend Community Services Corporation.

He was appointed to the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission in 1997 by Senate Minor-
ity Leader M. Adela Eads and elected Chairperson March 1998. He was re-appointed in 1999.

Manuel Garcia, Commissioner

(Human Services) was born and raised in Bridgeport. He is employed at Automation
Design Concepts as a Controls Supervisor with many years of customer relations experi-
ence across the United States and Puerto Rico. He is an active member of the commu-
nity. He is a chaplain with the Fairfield County Sheriffs Department of Connecticut. He
provides religious service at Danbury Federal Correctional Center and at New Haven
Correctional Center for Latino inmates. Mr. Garcia has and continues to serve on vari-
ous boards. He is associate Minister of Mission Good Shepherd Church, Inc. Milford,
CT,; a former Vice President of the Third Stone Ridge Co-op Board of Directors, a mem-
ber of the Bridgeport Republican Town Committee; Justice of the Peace; a former Vice President
of the South End Community Center and a member of the Royal Rangers instructing boys and
men in religious and moral values.

He was appointed to the Commission in 1997 by Governor John G. Rowland and re-ap-
pointed in 1999.
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Ramon A. Serbia. C -

(Transportation) of Stamford. Has studied in the areas of Physics and Math-
ematics at the University of Puerto Rico, Aeronautical Engineering at the Univer-
sity of St. Louis, Architecture at the University of Florida, and Business Adminis-
tration at the Alexander Hamilton Institute, New York. He is a licensed architect
in Connecticut and New York . Currently, he is the Executive Assistant to the
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation assigned to the Bureau of
Transportation. He was appointed by Governor John G. Rowland as Chief State
Building Inspector for the State of Connecticut in June 1995. He is a former mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the National Council of States on Building Codes
and Standards (NCSBCS). Mr. Serbia is a speaker and lecturer at colleges, universities and
community development organizations in the areas of economic and community develop-
ment and urban planning. He is a member of the Connecticut Republican Party; the Con-
necticut Republican Party Finance Committee and NAACP in Stamford. He is Chairman of
the Republican National Hispanic Assembly, Connecticut Chapter and former National Assis-
tant Secretary of the Republican National Hispanic Assembly. He is the Co-Chair of Star 51 —
Pro Statehood, Puerto Rico National Movement, a former advisor to the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico’s Secretary of Housing and former advisor to the President of the Senate in Puerto
Rico on Housing and Urban Affairs. He’s been a consultant to the X1V Pan American Games
in the Dominican Republic, Office of the President of the Republic, a delegate from Puerto
Rico to the Pan American Federation of Architects Congress in Colombia, a former Vice Presi-
dent of the College of Engineers, Architects and Surveyors in Puerto Rico. He is a former
member of the San Juan, Puerto Rico, Lions Club and Co-Chair of the New Majority Council
of Connecticut. He is a former member of the Stamford Republican Town Committee.

He was appointed to the Commission by the Minority Leader of the House of Repre-
sentatives Robert M. Ward in 1995, 1997 and re-appointed in 1999.

I : .

(Public Citizen) of Bridgeport, is the Executive Director of ASPIRA of Con-
necticut. She attended Sacred Heart University and Springfield College. Formerly,
she was an Investigator for the State of Connecticut Commission on Human Rights
and Opportunities, and a Business Officer for the Connecticut Development Au-
thority. Ms. Maya has participated and volunteered in many organizations, among
them: the City of Bridgeport’s Charter Revision Commission; Puerto Rican Pa-
rade of Connecticut, Bridgeport Chapter, and Family Services Woodfield. She is
a founding board member of ASPIRA of Connecticut, member of the State of Connecticut
Board of Pardons, State Co-Chair of the Connecticut Latino Redistricting Committee, board
member of the Legislative Electoral Action Program (LEAP), past President of the Puerto
Rican Coalition, and a founding member of LPRAC. Currently, she is a board member of the
Bridgeport Child Advocacy Coalition and a member of the Fairfield County Community Foun-
dation Latino Advisory Committee.

She was appointed to the commission by Senate Majority Leader George C. Jepsen in
1997 and re-appointed in 1999.
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Maritza Tirud, Chairperson

Naugatuck Valley Community-Technical College in Waterbury. She has taught English
as a Second Language at the college. She has a Master’s Degree from the University of
Connecticut. Ms. Tira is well known in the community and is very involved in many
local organizations. These include: the Chamber of Commerce — Waterbury Leadership
Program, Community Vision for Waterbury, Vice-Chair of the Educational Task Force,
Literacy Volunteers of America— Waterbury Chapter, Mayor’s Task Force Against Drugs,
Spanish Action Council — Past President 1992-1994, School-Based Health Center Planning Com-
mittee, American Red Cross — Waterbury Chapter. Waterbury PRIDE-N.A.A.C.P., CT Trails Girls
Scout Council, Get Them Off Program (GTOP), Minority Empowerment Coalition — Vice-Presi-
dent, Northwest Collaboration Committee, UCONN Advisory Board, Waterbury Area Services
Team, The Displaced Homemaker Program Advisory Board and Youth Advocacy Association of
Greater Waterbury. Ms. Tirt was recently selected to serve a two-year term to the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights. She is also the student advisor to the Black Student Union and the Hispanic
Student Union at the college.

‘ (Education) of Waterbury, is the Director of Career Development and Placement at

Ms. Tiru was appointed to the Commission originally in 1995, reappointed in 1996, and reap-
pointed again in 1999 by Governor John G. Rowland.

Carlos Vazquez, Commissioner

(Children and Youth Development) of Bridgeport has a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Accounting and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Sacred Heart Uni-
versity. Currently, he is the Director of Government Affairs at United Illuminating Com-
pany in New Haven. There, he develops and implements the company’s agenda of issues
for action before the State of Connecticut General Assembly and the United States Con-
gress.

He has and continues to serve on various boards and is a founding member of the Asso-
ciation of Connecticut Lobbyists, President in 1996-1999 member of Board of Directors of Visiting
Nurses Association, President of the Utilities State Government Organization, and former District
Chairman of the Eastern Region, Savoy Athletic Club, member of Board of Directors & Sergeant at
Arms of the Spanish American Development Agency (SADA), Commissioner and Vice Chairman
of the City of Bridgeport's Zoning Board of Appeals. He is a member of the Bridgeport Regional
Business Council as well as of the Government Affairs Council, Bridgeport Beardsley Park Lions
Club, Bridgeport Jobs Advisory Board — Private Industry Council and its successor organization
Bridgeport Career Resources, Inc. Board of Directors, and Liceo Cubano de Bridgeport. From
1996 to the present he has been Vice Chairman of the Bridgeport Democratic Town Committee.

Mr. Vazquez was appointed to the Commission in 1997 and re-appointed in 1999 by the Senate
President Pro Tempore Kevin B. Sullivan.
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(Health) of Hartford, has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biology with Honors from Andrews Univer-
sity in Michigan. He also holds a Doctor of Medicine Degree from Cornell University Medical
College in New York. He completed his residency at the Yale Primary Care Internal Medicine
Residency Program in New Haven. He is Board Certified in the State of Connecticut in the field of
Internal Medicine. Dr. Nieves is currently the Assistant Director of the Department of Medicine at
Hartford Hospital. He also serves as the Director for Community Relations, Medical Director of
Salud Primero (Health First) at Hartford Hospital. He serves as Medical Director of Ambulatory
Care Practice-Comparieros en Salud (Partners in Health) at the Hispanic Health Council. Dr. Nieves
is also an Assistant Professor with the Department of Medicine at the University of Connecticut’s
School of Medicine. From 1997 to 1998, Dr. Nieves was a Researcher with the Stay Well Health Center in
the Yale Primary Care Internal Medicine Program where he investigated comprehensive primary care in
inner city populations. He served as a Research Assistant with the Department of Medicine at the University
of Connecticut’s School of Medicine where he developed a self-report hunger scale in clinical study of
malnutrition in Hartford, Connecticut. Dr. Nieves also worked as a Research Assistant with the Hispanic
Health Council investigating the possible health hazard involving the use of elemental mercury in folk rem-
edies. Dr. Nieves received an “Excellence in Teaching” award from the University of Connecticut Student
Continuity Practice. He is also a member of the Connecticut Medical Society and the American Medical
Society.

He was appointed to the Commission in 1999 by Senate President Pro Tempore, Kevin Sullivan.

Ameérico Santiago, Commissioner

(Public Citizen) of Waterbury, currently working for DemocracyWorks as a consultant. He
was the Assistant Secretary of the State of Connecticut and the Legislative Director for the
Office of the Secretary of State. He was responsible for voter registration and education along
with monitoring and assisting in the development and tracking of legislation. He was elected
to the Connecticut House of Representatives for four terms from 1988 to 1995. He was a
member of the Bridgeport City Council from 1987 to 1989 and is on the Democratic Town
Committee since 1983. Mr. Santiago is a member of the Puerto Rican Parade, Co-Founder of
Aspira of Connecticut. Co-Founder of the National Puerto Rican Congress and former Vice-
President, and a member of El Congreso in Bridgeport. Former Chairperson of LPRAC from
1997-1998.

He was appointed to the Commission in 1995 and re-appointed in 2001 by Senate Majority Leader, George
Jepsen.
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VACANT
(Public Safety) Appointment made by: Speaker of the House Moira K. Lyons.

VACANT
(Housing) Appointment Made by: Speaker of the House Moira K. Lyons.
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The Commission Shall:

1. Review and comment on any proposed state legislation and
regulations that would affect the Latino and Puerto Rican
populations in the state;

2. Advise and provide information to the Governor on the
state’s policies concerning the Latino and Puerto Rican com-
munities;

3. Advise the Governor concerning the coordination and ad-
ministration of state programs serving the Latino and Puerto
Rican populations;

4. Maintain a liaison between the Latino and Puerto Rican
communities and governmental entities;

5. Encourage Latino and Puerto Rican representation at all
levels of state government, including state boards and com-
missions;

6. Secure appropriate recognition of the accomplishments and
contributions of the Latino and Puerto Rican populations
of the state; and

Legislative Mandates

7. Prepare and submit to the Governor an annual
report concerning its activities with any appropriate recom-
mendations concerning the Latino and Puerto Rican popu-
lations of the state.

(Excerpt from Section 2-120(c). Chapter 23d
of the Connecticut General Statutes.)

2001 Annual Report. Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs Commission




Executive Director’s Report

Executive Director
Fernando Betancourt

T he Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC) continued to build
on the excellent foundation established in the year 2000. We went to the

legislature with a variety of recommendations including immigrant rights,
voter rights restoration and funding for initiatives such as asthma research and
training for court interpreters. We collaborated with Connecticut’s Latino legislators
to enhance our success and worked closely with the Connecticut Hispanic Bar
Association regarding the court interpreters legislation. It gives us great pleasure
to report that we were able to capture additional funding for the asthma research
and the court interpreters training as well as to witness the passage of the first
immigrant rights bill for the State of Connecticut. The Voter Rights Restoration
law also passed in the house and senate. LPRAC also basked in the fruit of our
labor related to the workplace discrimination public hearing held in the Spring of
2000. That hearing came about through the collaboration of this agency and State
Representative Minnie Gonzalez and the participation of such national organizations
as the Federal Equal Employment and Opportunities Commission and the Puerto
Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund.

Another major success for the Commission was the release of our second socio
economic study on the status of Latinos in Connecticut. We released the study on
Tuesday, June 5, 2001 at a press conference held at the State Capitol. Representa-
tives from the Center for Research and Public Policy participated and outlined some
of the findings for the legislators, commissioners, press and members of the public
present that day. We also had representation from the Graustein Memorial Fund
without whose funding we would not have been able to undertake the study. We
were also very pleased with the participation of our Latino legislators: Representa-
tives Evelyn Mantilla, John Martinez, Minnie Gonzéalez, Felipe Reinoso and Lydia
Martinez. The report has been well-received and it is our intent to take the data
further by hiring a part time policy consultant to prepare a policy document to bring
before the legislature.

Our agency held its third annual awards gala to celebrate accomplished Latinos
from throughout the State. Once again we sold out the event and had over 600
Latino and non-Latino prominent individuals in attendance helping us fulfill the
legislative mandate to recognize Latino leaders in our state.

We are participants in a new initiative the fundraising community known as
“Hispanics in Philanthropy”. The group is working to organize the public and private
giving within the Latino community and identify better strategies for a more effective
way of providing funding to community-based organizations throughout the State.
This is a very exciting project whose time has come and we are delighted to be at the
table at its inception.

Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs commissioners and staff continue to collaborate
with State, public and private agencies in order to better serve our community.
This past year we organized a two-day dual language institute in collaboration with
the Hartford Public Schools. The event drew an overflow crowd to the Legislative
Office Building were they intensely participated in the dialogue about bilingual
programs within school systems throughout the United States. The event was so
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successful that it is in the planning stages again for the summer of 2002. We are also represented on a focus group
convened by the Children’s Health Council dealing with Limited English Proficiency for participants in the Husky A
program of the Department of Social Services. The group’s goal is to identify strategies for better medical services
access for limited English proficient populations throughout the State. We rallied hand in hand with members of
the public, State legislators and other interested parties on the issue of Vieques and the Navy’s installation there.
LPRAC also participated throughout the year on a new initiative called “Reflecting Connecticut/Reflejando a
Connecticut which was organized by a partnership with the African American Affairs Commission, the Permanent
Comission on the Status of Women, DemocracyWorks, National Conference for Community and Justice to promote
diversity on State Boards and Commissions. The partnership sponsored four forums statewide in an effort to recruit
as diverse a pool of candidates as possible. The highlight of the initiative is the promotion the talent banks maintained
by the 3 participating state commissions. In addition, the partnership reached out in other areas to give additional
opportunities for the community to serve; areas such as municipal boards and commissions and non-profit boards.
They are also looking to participate with the State Treasurer’s Office in providing access to people of color and
women on corporate boards as well.

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission

“Toastmasters Club” achieved President’s
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Distinguished Club status. Its members
accomplished this goal by obtaining 9 out of the 10
points needed to be so named. LPRAC’s Toastmasters
Club is the only bilingual club in Connecticut. It was
formed in 1997 through the efforts of its first
President, David Busanet. This accomplishmentisa
fitting tribute to him, Commissioner Raul Rodriguez,
former Club President, Bonnie Lebron, past Club
President, Ruth Espinosa, current Club President and
members Ann Smith and Julia Serrano who work so
vigorously in increasing Club membership. We
congratulate them for this prestigious achievement.
The Club meets twice per month and hosts influential
leaders from throughout the state.

We also developed a legislative agenda and priorities
From Left to Right: David Busanet, founding President in collaboration with the Latino State Delegation and
O ILPIRAE'S NSRS IS (EBEES CNE) e U successfully advocated for legislation that passed in
President Ruth Espinosa. . ]
the best interest of our community. Itwas extremely
satisfying to learn that the Latino population in
Connecticut has become the majority population of the underrepreesnted classes coming in at 9.4 percent of the
population just edging out the African American community which came in at 9.1 percent per the most recent Census
data. We are elated with our achievements this past year and look forward to your continued support and participation
in the many areas we will be continuing our efforts on behalf of the up and coming Latino community in the State of
Connecticut.

Your involvement is crucial and very much appreciated by the Commissioners and Staff of the Commission. We
look forward to building upon our continued success in 2002.

Sincerely,

Fernando Betancourt
Executive Director
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SPECIAL PROJECTS/ACTIVITIES

First Annual Dual Language Institute, Co-sponsored by The Hartford Public Schools and the
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission.

The Hartford Public Schools in collaboration with the
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission of the State
of Connecticut, held a very successful two day dual lan-
guage education two-day institute on Thursday and Fri-
day, June 28 and 29, 2001. The eventwas held primarily
at the Legislative Office Building but portions of the Capi-
tol were utilized as well.

The two day institute was advertised nationally and, as a
result, both days were well-attended and the conference
rooms were filled to capacity. The key presenters were
outstanding in their wide-ranging knowledge of what a
successful dual language program entails as well as in
the manner in which they presented their information.
The institute was attended by practitioners as well as ad-
ministrators from school systems throughout the coun-
try.

The keynote presenters were: Dr. Mary Cazabon, Direc-
tor of Bilingual and ESL Programs for the Cambridge
Public Schools in Massachusetts; as well as Dr. Margarita
Calderdn, Research Scientist with Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity; Dr. Ester de Jong, Assistant Director of Bilingual
Education for the Framingham Public Schools and Ms.
Elizabeth Howard, Research Associate with the Center
for Applied Linguistics in Washington, D.C.

From Left to Right: A reporter with “La ldentidad” Newspaper, Dr.
Ana Maria Olezza, Dr. Rosa Quezada and Carol Bernson Shapiro,
event organizers and all from The Hartford Public Schools.

“It is an honor to hold our Dual Language Institute en-
titled “Dual Language Education in the New Millennium”,
the first one of its kind in the State of Connecticut” said
Anthony Amato, Superintendent of Schools for the Hart-
ford Public School System. As he addressed the overflow
crowd the first day, he stressed the importance of bilin-
gualism indicating that research and experience have
demonstrated that a dual language system improves aca-
demic outcomes for all students. He energized the crowd
with his knowledge of the topic and his strong support
for providing each and every child with the opportunity
to interact in more than one language. He considers bi-
lingualism a way of ensuring that all students receive a
quality education and unlimited opportunities to succeed.

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission is de-

L-R - Dr. Elizabeth Howard, Dr. Mary Cazabon, Dr. Margarita lighted to have helped sponsor such a successful and first
Calderén and Dr. Ester de Jong, four of the workshop presenters of its kind event. We look forward to continued collabo-
at the first Dual Language Institute co-sponsored by The Hartford rations with the oustanding staff of the Hartford Public
Public Schools and the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commis- Schools.

sion.
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La Danza

Commissioners and staff of the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission attended
“La Danza” on May 11, 2001 in Bridgeport, Connecticut. The purpose of our presence
there was to support Commissioner Elena de Murias who was selected as the Volunteer of
the Year by the organization. “La Danza” is an annual event organized by leaders of the
Latino community in Bridgeport to honor the various Latino countries represented within
its population. This year was dedicated to Mexico and dancers performed the various
dances from different regions of the country to the delight of the guests in attendance that
evening.

Alberto Ibarguen, Publisher of the Miami Herald and the keynote
speaker at the 2000 Latino Leadership Summit chats with some
of the Summit participants including Assistant State Treasurer, Madelyn
Colon and LPRAC Commissioner Américo Santiago.

Latino Agenda for the New Millennium

LPRAC continues to work on an agenda for the new millennium. It has released a
second socio economic study on the status of Latinos in Connecticut. In addition,
Commission staff has vigorously worked on a number of legislative priorities that
provide additional benefits to Latinos in the State. Some of these include an im-
migrants rights bill, court interpreter training and voter rights restoration. The
staff is also working on the development of a second Latino Leadership Summit
building on the phenomenal success of the first Summit which was held in Decem-
ber 2000. Finally, LPRAC continues to build collaborations among State, private
and non-profit organizations in order to increase its outreach on behalf of the Latino
community.
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Third Annual Gala Awards Banquet

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs
Commission held its third annual
Awards Gala at the Radisson Hotel and
Conference Center in Cromwell. The
Banquet was well-attended drawing over
600 prominent Latino and non-Latino
individuals from throughout the state.

We recognized the following individuals
and organization for their outstanding
achievements on behalf of the Latino
community:

Latino Citizens of the Year:

R: Young Carlos Gonzéalez and family at the Gala Awards where
he received Special Recognition. Patricia McCann-Vissepo

Dr. Julio Morales
Promesa Youth Award:

Aracelis Vazquez

Community Service Award:
Hartford Evening Lions Club
Special Recognitions:

Edna Garcia, Former State Rep.

Hector Diaz, Former State Rep.

’ Fernanda Barreiros-Jacobs,
Former LPRAC Leg. Analyst

Anthony Amato, Hartford
Superintendent of Schools and Keynote o . o
Speaker at Third Annual Gala Awards. By recognizing these outstanding indi-

viduals and organizations, we were able
to meet one of our State mandates to
promote awareness of the accomplish-
ments of our community.
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Latino Socio-Economic Study

Through a grant received from the Graustein
Memorial Fund, staff of LPRAC was able to con-
tract with the Center for Research and Public
Policy in order to study the socio-economic con-
ditions of the Latino community statewide. The
study (the second one of its kind) was released at
apress conference held on Tuesday, June 5, 2001
at the State Capitol’s Old Judiciary Room. The
press conference was well-attended and members
and staff of the Commission, Latino and non-
Latino legislators and staff of the Center for Re-
search and Public Policy were present to partici-
pate in the presentation and question and answer
period.

C ALAHE Awards

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission
co-sponsored the Fifth Annual Scholarship
Awards Celebration held by the Connecticut As-
sociation of Latin Americans in Higher Education
on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at the State
Capitol’s Old Judiciary Room. It was a fantastic
event and there was a great cross section of sup-
port from throughout the community. There were
five youth that were recognized from throughout
the State and awarded $2000 scholarships each.

Puerto Rico Family Monument

The Special Projects Director, Lucy Goicoechea-
Hernandez and our Legislative Analyst, Werner
Oyanadel, were present last May, 2001 when the
Puerto Rico Family Monument was delivered to
Connecticut by the artist Jose Buscaglia. The
“Organizacion de Puertorriquefios Unidos” along
with the Hispanic Professional Network arranged
to have the Monument temporarily housed at the
State Armory on Broad Street until all the funds
necessary for final placement at Bushnell Park are

- raised. The event was covered by the print and
The artist, José Buscaglia and a host of Hispanic broadcast media and the Artist as well as mem-

community reps received the Puerto Rican Family bers of the two sponsoring organizations were
Monument at the State Armory in May 2001. interviewed.

For further information regarding the
monument, please visit our website at
www.cga.state.ct.us/lprac.
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Management Assessment Study

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission held an informal retreat at the home of the Chairper-
son of the Commission for the purpose of setting agenda regarding the work the Commission would be
undertaking for the upcoming year. A more formal retreat is planned for 2002 where a facilitator will be
hired to help the Commission identify strengths, weaknesses, areas where our work has been beneficial
and those areas we still need to work on to further enhance our successes.

Census 2000 Project

The results of the Statewide Census count are in! The Latino community in Connecticut has grown to 9.4
percent of the population. This makes the Latino community the largest underrepresented or what is
considered a “minority” group in the State. African Americans make up 9.2 percent of the population.
This is an exciting time for the Commission as these numbers released by the Census help us to organize
our priorities related to the advocacy we provide at the legislature on behalf of this now majority commu-
nity.

Statewide Voter Rights and Redistricting Committee

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission collaborated with the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Education Fund with the development of statewide voting rights and redistricting committees in Con-
necticut. The State lost population and, as a result, a legislative seat was taken away on the national
level. The Redistricting Committees met to determine how best to draw the new district maps for the
State so that there would be minimal impact on the Latino community. Committees were established in
the major cities including Hartford, Waterbury, Bridgeport and New Britain. The State established a
legislative committee that would take into consideration any information submitted by citizens with
recommendations as to how best to re-draw the district boundary lines in order to take into account the
elimination of one U.S. Representative seat. The final map would then be implemented by the Fall of
2001 or, in the case the legislative committee cannot decide how best to re-draw the maps, it would go to
the State Supreme Court for their input.
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Puerto Rico Social Work Interns’ Site Visit

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC), in collaboration with Dr. Julio Morales of the
University of Connecticut’s School of Social Work, hosted a site visit by Social Work Interns from the
University of Puerto Rico. The students gained information on the mission of our agency and the types of
services we provide the Latino community here in Connecticut. Staff of LPRAC arranged for a tour of the

State Capitol and Legislative Office Building for the visiting students along with an opportunity to meet
the five Latino legislators serving in Connecticut’s legislature.

Navy from Vieques, Puerto Rico

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission, in keeping with the resolution it sponsored in support

of the removal of the Navy from Vieques, participated in a rally held in May, 2001 on Pearl Street in
Hartford along with Latino legislators and other prominent Latino leaders.

Two-Day Dual Language Institute

The Hartford Public Schools presented its first Dual Language Institute at the Legislative Office Building
on June 27 and 28, 2001 in collaboration with the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission.The
Superintendent of Schools, Anthony Amato, welcomed the overflow crowd to the Institute on the first
day. There were 5 experts in dual language education featured throughout the two days. It was refresh-
ing to hear the statistics on the variety of languages taught throughout the school systems in the United
States. For example, some school systems in the State of Massachusetts teach Armenian while others

with a high Vietnamese population teach Hmong. Because the Institute was so successful the district is
planning to hold a second one in the summer of 2002.

Website Availability

The Commission’s website is being revamped to include a variety of information so that it is as useful to
the visitors as possible. It is under construction and you will see the changes and difference in its user-
friendliness very shortly. We have contracted the work through a website consultant in order to assure
compliance with all state regulations related to website construction and public access.
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