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Latinos in the 2010 Elections: Connecticut

This statistical profile provides key demographic information of Latino eligible
voters in Connecticut.” It also contains data on other major groups of eligible
voters in Connecticut.? All data are based on Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of
the Census Bureau’s 2008 American Community Survey.’

Hispanics in Connecticut’s Eligible Voter Population

e The Hispanic population in Connecticut is the 17th-largest in the nation.
Some 424,000 Hispanics reside in Connecticut.

e The population in Connecticut is 12% Hispanic, the 11th-highest Hispanic
population share nationally.

e There are 202,000 eligible Hispanic voters in Connecticut—the 14th-largest
Hispanic eligible-voter population nationally. California ranks first with 5.4

million.

e More than 8% of
eligible voters in
Connecticut are
Latinos, the 11th-
largest Hispanic
eligible voter
population share
nationally. New
Mexico ranks
first with 38%.

e Nearly half (48%)

Table 1

Population and Electorate in the United States and Connecticut, 2008

United States
Total Population {all ages)

All {thousands) 204,060
Hispanics (thovsands) 46,822
Percent Hispanic 154

Total Eligible Voter Population (U.S. citizens ages 18 and older)

Al (thousands) 210,696

Hispanics {thousands) 19,346

Percent Hispanic az
Eligibility ef Hispanic Population

Percent of Hispanic population eligible to wote 413

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2008 ACS (1% IPUMS sample). More infarmation on the source

data and sampling emaris available at http:ffusa ipums orafusafdesign shtml and

hitp:/fenany.censUs. goviac shamefDownloadsidata_docume ntation/Accuracyfaccuracy2008 . pdf

Connecticut

Connecticut

State Rank
35M 23
424 17
121 i
2453 29
202 14
3.2 1
47 6 14

of Latinos in Connecticut are eligible to vote, ranking Connecticut 14th
nationwide in the share of the Hispanic population that is eligible to vote. In
contrast, 77% of the state’s white population is eligible to vote.
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Characteristics of Eligible Voters

e Age. Three-in-ten of Hispanic eligible voters in Connecticut (29%) are ages
18 to 29, less than the share of all Latino eligible voters nationwide (31%) in
that age range. By contrast, only 19% of all Connecticut eligible voters and
22% of all U.S. eligible voters are ages 18 to 29.

e Citizenship. Some 16% of Table 2
Hispanic e||g|b|e voters in Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Connecticut and the United States, 2008
. . (% of eligible volers, unless ofherwise nofed)
Connecticut are naturalized UNITED STATES  GoNNEGTIGUT
US Citizens' Compared All Hispanics All Hispanics
. . Total Population (th ds)
with 8% of all Connecticut | oo 04000 40822 | asol 02
HH H H Total Eligible Voter Population (thousands)
e:!g!g:e voters..Hlspanlc 210696 19346 | 2458 202
eligible voters In Age
g . - 18-29 21.7 309 189 282
Connecticut are more likely 0.4 56 0. .t Py
to be native-born citizens 1o 198 108 212 187
) . 55-64 153 108 157 97
(84%) than are Hispanic 65 and older 1738 1038 1338 73
. . . Gend
eligible voters nationwide ee sz w2 s 2oz
(74%) Female 51.7 50.8 524 517
) Type of Citizen
Citizen by birth 925 744 918 g4 4
. . Maturalized cit 75 2586 g2 156
e Educational Attainment. language
Three_in_ten Of Latino Speaks only English at home 86.9 0.2 85.1 214
L. . Does not speak only English at home 13.1 69.8 14.9 786
eligible voters in Educational Attainment
. L than high school dipl 12.9 258 103 286
Connecticut (29%) have Highschool dploma or saLivaient w3 me | w1 7
not Completed high SChOOI Some college 32.0 313 288 292
That Was greater than the - B.atcTeslfr‘ts degree or mare 257 141 332 12.5
arital Status
- - . Married 520 485 527 390
rate for a” Latlno ellglble Never marmed 27.2 347 279 405
VOterS—ZG%—and the rate Divorcedfseparatedfuidowed 208 18.8 19.4 205
With Child(ren) Younger Than 18 in Home
for U.S. eligible voters 2.3 324 266 240
. . g 0 Homeownership Rate
natlonWlde—13 /0. 700 508 725 49 7
Houshold Income*
) Less than $30,000 20.4 229 145 294
e Homeownership. Less than $30,000-$49,999 18.1 204 125 172
- - - - $50,000-$74 999 19.9 213 17.2 18.2
half of Hispanic eligible $75.000-839.999 w7 wa 53 1
Voters in Connecticut £100,000 or more 268 211 406 2286
(43%) live in owner- e e e
occupied NOMes, COMPAred | o ey e e s oo e e e
hitp: /fwannai.censu s goviacsfimwand Downloads/data_documentation/Accuracy/accuracy 2008 pdf

with 60% of all Hispanic
eligible voters nationwide. Somewhat greater shares of all eligible voters in
Connecticut (73%) and all eligible voters nationwide (70%) live in owner-
occupied homes.
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Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Connecticut, by Race and Ethnicity

Number of Latino Eligible Voters. White eligible voters outnumber Hispanic
eligible voters in Connecticut by nearly 10 to 1.

Age. Latino eligible voters
are younger than black and
white eligible voters in
Connecticut. Among Latino
eligible voters, 29% are ages
18 to 29 compared with 26%
of black and 17% of white
eligible voters.

Educational Attainment.
Hispanic eligible voters have
lower levels of education
than do black and white
eligible voters in
Connecticut. Some 29% of
Hispanic eligible voters have
not obtained at least a high
school diploma compared
with 19% of black and 8% of
white eligible voters.

Homeownership. Hispanic
eligible voters are less likely
than white eligible voters in
Connecticut to live in owner-
occupied homes—43%
versus 79%.

Table 3
Characteristics of Eligible Voters in Connecticut,
by Race and Ethnicity, 2008
(% of eligibie voters, unless otherwise nofed)
NON-HISPANICS
Hispanics Wihite Black
Total Population (thousands)
424 2578 314
Total Eligible Voter Population (thousands)
202 1,974 202
Age
18-29 292 18.9 280
3044 351 238 302
45-54 187 21.8 18.1
5564 a7 16.8 12.2
6% and older 73 21.0 124
Gender
hale 463 478 454
Female 517 52.2 54 6
Type of Citizen
Citizen by birth 84 4 85.0 852
Maturalized citizen 156 5.0 14.8
Language
Speaks only English at home 214 92.3 924
Does not speak only English at home 7886 77 76
Educational Attainment
Less than high school diploma 286 75 191
High school diploma or equivalent 297 273 335
Some college 2672 286 310
Bachelor's degree ar moare 12.5 367 16.4
Marital Status
Married 390 56.2 315
Mewvear marriad 405 247 46 6
Divorced/separatedividowed 205 191 219
With Child{ren) Y ounger Than 18 in Home
349 25.8 245
Homeownership Rate
427 785 450
Houshold Income*
Less than $30,000 294 12.0 255
$30,000-$49,688 172 11.5 1786
$50,000-$74,999 19.2 16.8 210
$75,000-$99,999 118 15.6 147
$100,000 ormaore 228 44 .2 212
*Persans in households with zero ar negative income excluded (less than 1% of all eligible votersin
the 5.
Mote: Eli)g\ble voters are citizens ages 18 and older. Percentages may not tatal due to rounding.
Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2008 ACS (1% IPUMS sample). Mare information
on the source data and sampling emor is available at hitp:/fusa ipums. orgiusaidesion shtml and
httpffnnme census. goviacsimeniDown loads/data_docume ntation/Accuracyfaccuracy2008 pdf
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Table 4
Population and Electorate in Connecticut, by Congressional District, 2008
ALL HISPANICS SHARE HISPANIC
(thousands) (thousands) (%)

Fopulation Eligible Yoters FPopulation Eligible Voters Fopulation Eligible Voters
Congressional District

{ 701 499 i 96 54 i 13.7 1049
2 716 535 i 40 23 5.6 42
3 690 502 i 79 3@ i 11.4 78
4 685 438 i 104 40 15.1 9.1
5 709 490 i 101 47 i 142 96

MNote: Eligible voters are citizens ages 18 and older
Source; Pew Hispanic Center compilation from LS. Census Bureau, American Factfinder Tables E05003 and BOS003!

Endnotes

! Eligible voters are defined as U.S. citizens ages 18 and older. Eligible voters are not the same as registered voters. To cast a vote, in all
states except North Dakota, an eligible voter must first register to vote.

2 The terms “Hispanic” and “Latino” are used interchangeably. References to “whites,” “blacks,” and “Asians” are to the non-Hispanic
components of those populations.

% This statistical profile of eligible voters in Connecticut is based on the Census Bureau's 2008 American Community Survey (ACS). The
ACS is the largest household survey in the United States, with a sample of about 3 million addresses. The data used for this statistical
profile come from 2008 ACS Integrated Public Use Microdata Series (IPUMS), representing a 1% sample of the U.S. population.
Like any survey, estimates from the ACS are subject to sampling error and (potentially) measurement error. Information on the ACS
sampling strategy and associated error is available at
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/data_documentation/Accuracy/accuracy2008.pdf. An example of measurement error is
that citizenship rates for the foreign born are estimated to be overstated in the Decennial Census and other official surveys, such as the
ACS (see Jeffrey Passel. “Growing Share of Immigrants Choosing Naturalization,” Pew Hispanic Center, Washington, D.C. (March
28, 2008)).
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