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                                           MINUTES 

LPRAC Regular Commission Meeting 
June 17, 2015 

Legislative Office Building Room 2D 
Hartford, CT 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Commissioners 
Present: 

Richard A. Cruz, Jay González, George Hernández, Emanuela Palmares Leaf, Rubén Rodríguez, 
Dr. Eugene M. Salorio, Dr. Ruby O’Neill, Dr. Agnes Quiñones, Christian Soto, Feny Taylor, 
Danny Torres and Elena Trueworthy, M.S. 

Commissioners 
Absent: 

Ramón L. Arroyo, Yolanda Castillo, Migdalia Castro, Ana González and Pablo Soto 

Staff: Werner Oyanadel, Executive Director, 
Lucia Goicoechea Hernández, Special Projects Director, 
Orlando Rodríguez, Associate Commission Analyst, 
Clarisa Cardone, Administrative Assistant 
Gabriela Guevara, Intern 

 
 
Tape 1 A 
Chairman Cruz asked Commissioner Palmares Leaf to do roll call.  Quorum was established.   
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 
The Commission hosted a reception in honor of Ambassadors Carlos Zapata, Consul General of Perú; 
Ambassador Cezar Amaral, Consul General of Brazil given absentia to Ambassador Fernando de Mello 
Barreto; & Ambassador Julio Fiol Zuñiga, Consul General of Chile.  Recognition was given on the occasion of 
their retirement or transfer to other countries.     
 
For the record, Attorney General George Jepsen and State Representatives from Hartford Angel Arce and 
Edwin Vargas were also in attendance to wish farewell to our invited dignitaries. 
 
A number of dignitaries and invited guests thanked LPRAC for their award recognition including a commentary 
from Ambassador Fernando de Mello Barreto, who thanked everyone and accepted the farewell gift for 
Ambassador Amaral.  He indicated that he has been here in Connecticut for two weeks and with the farewell 
gift for his colleague already gives him a warm feeling and expects to work with LPRAC while he is here. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion made to approve the minutes of May 20, 2015 by Commissioner Rodríguez and seconded by 
Commissioner Taylor.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
Chairman Cruz reported the following: 
 

• He is grateful to hear that many of our issues highlighted in our legislative agenda have or will be 
adopted in the upcoming month.  He is particularly delighted and confident that our work on 
bilingual education reform created the synergy we needed to pass the reforms our English Language 
learners so dearly need it.  He commends our board members and staff that helped us coordinate the 
bilingual education forum at the beginning of the year and Commissioner Palmares-Leaf for working 
with him in the English Language Acquisition and Educational Equity Work Group.  A working 
group which made a number of recommendations that as far as we know will be included in the 
implementer this month.  We made recommendations in (1) program design; (2) teacher capacity; 
(3) accountability; and (4) with a multi-million dollar increase in resources that will be used to both  

 

State of Connecticut 
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs 

Commission 

18-20 Trinity Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
Tel. (860) 240-8330 
Fax (860) 240-0315 

E-Mail: lprac@cga.ct.gov 



2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fund the bilingual education grant and provide funding for a pilot program to test our 
recommendations. 

• Last evening, he represented LPRAC at a public forum in the City of Bridgeport along with the 
African American Affairs Commission and the CT Racial Profiling Prohibition Project (which we 
are part by statute) on topics about school and criminal justice system.  He particularly discussed our 
legislative work dealing with police accountability reform as result of issues that impacted our 
community in the City of East Haven.  He spoke about our recommendations for body cameras, bias-
free police training, minority police officer hiring and the right of the general public to record police 
activity. 

• He is also glad to report to the Commission that our budget for the next biennium is sound and safe 
and that our advocacies to save funding for our Latino non-profits and other programs that 
overwhelmingly benefit our community have been restored – more information about these 
programs will be given by our Priorities and Legislation Committee and our Executive Director. 

 
Motion made to accept the Chairperson’s report by Commissioner Palmares Leaf and seconded by 
Commissioner Hernández.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Oyanadel briefed the commission on the following: 
 

• LPRAC conducted a number of activities last month primarily dealing with the legislative session of 
the Connecticut General Assembly.  While the 2015 legislative Session officially adjourned “Sine 
Die” on Wednesday, June 3rd the legislature will come back one more time during a “Special 
Session” at an undetermined time to pass the budget implementer and work on the Excessive Use of 
Force Bill.  The discussion will also include a number of topics pertinent to our top issues in our 
legislative agenda which will also include bilingual education and Police Accountability Reform 
(i.e., bias free training and minority police officer hiring, & body cameras.)    

• As you will see in greater detail during the Priorities and Legislation Committee Report we had a 
number of victories during the 2015 legislative session which include, but not limited to, saving the 
Latino Non-Profits budgetary line item, creating apprenticeships for barbers, and providing language 
interpreters in hospitals.   We were also very successful in gaining some technical victories in the 
areas dealing domestic workers, driver’s licenses and in-state tuition for Latino immigrants, and 
most importantly for our agency the funds for LPRAC were also included at about the same rate of 
what we received in the last biennium. 

• LPRAC staff and LPRAC Commissioners also conducted research on education and 
produced/organized press statements on legislation dealing with criminal justice reform and continue 
to coordinate our outreach efforts for our summer & fall events dealing with our scholarship awards 
ceremony, LPRAC outreach activities in Stamford and Wallingford, and Hispanic heritage month. 

• The re-carpeting project for our agency at Trinity Street is finished.   
 
Motion made to accept the Executive Director’s report by Commissioner Hernández and seconded by 
Commissioner Rodríguez.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Commissioner Chris Soto said that carpets are great not only funders but also for the work life for the staff too 
and reported on the following: 
 

• Hispanic Heritage Month Preparation – “Minuto Latino” & CT Public Broadcasting Outreach is 
already in production mode and it will be available for broadcasting shortly.   A meeting with a 
LPRAC delegation and dignitaries from CT Public Broadcasting is being setup thanks to the work of 
Commissioner Salorio.  The objective of this meeting is to work with CPTV on ways to expand 
exposure of the Latino community during Hispanic heritage month.  

• LPRAC outreach events in Wallingford (July 15) & Stamford (September 16) – The flyers are 
already finished in English, Spanish, and Portuguese. 

• Potential Lead Poisoning Outreach Grant – the grant for $90,000.00 was resubmitted on 6/16/15 at 
the request of OLM.   

• I-Speak Cards Update – I Speak Cards were already printed but came in with a mistake in one of our 
phone numbers.  A new batch is being printed and it will be distributed shortly. 

• The State of Connecticut’s African-American Commission (AAAC) along with the Latino & Puerto 
Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC) and the Connecticut Racial Profiling Prohibition Project 
(CTRP3) continues to host conversations about race in the State of Connecticut. The last forum was 
held at Housatonic Community College in Bridgeport, CT. The forum included a number of speakers 
including LPRAC Chairman Rick Cruz who along with other LPRAC Commissioners and staff 
agreed to participate on our behalf.  

 
Motion made to accept the Public Information Committee report by Commissioner Quiñones and 
seconded by Commissioner Hernández.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
PRIORITIES & LEGISLATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Commissioner Quiñones said that there are no action items.  These are the items that we are working on: 
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1. We are going to be working on the design of a vetting process.  The commission’s work and the 
commission’s reputation has reached the levels as Representative Vargas says, to the point the what 
we say and recommend carries a little weight.  We get asked to do an endorsement, a letter of 
recommendation or support so we are putting something together to reflect that designing some kind 
of a template.  She is thinking the concept of an Executive Summary.  They are putting something 
together. 

2. Progress:  The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, we submitted the proposal.  I want to thank 
Mr. Rodriguez for taking the lead on this.  We haven’t heard back from them. 

3. I have asked Mr. Rodriguez to provide an update of the legislative session of what had happened and 
what is going to happen in the next couple of weeks. 

4. She spoke about the Retreat that we had last year where we came out with a Legislative Report and 
this became the roadmap for our success this year.  Next year it’s a short session and we want to 
work on something like that.  It is homework for the retreat, it is very important, we have to name 
the priorities by page and it helps us have a clear roadmap.  

 
Tape 1 B 
 
Mr. Rodríguez spoke on the following Bills: 
 

1. Discrimination:  The Bill on domestic workers passed.  We testified on that.  This is a first step.  
Before this bill, domestic workers had no legal standings in the state. 

2. Economic Self Sufficiency:  There is a public act, employers must pay minimum wage by law.  It 
doubles the damages if they are not paid minimum wage. 

3. Barbershop Apprenticeships program.  The Dept. of Public Health is authorized to have a 
Barbershop Apprenticeship program. 

4. Under Education:  This is been a great session.  We don’t know the final outcome yet. 
5. Health:  Language Interpreters Bill - Hospitals are now required to have language interpreters. 
6. Teen Pregnancy Prevention:  We had an RBA session last October and it had been zeroed out zero 

budget in the Governor’s budget and after we testified, it increased to $1.7 million in the next fiscal 
year and $1.8 million the year after that. 

7. Housing: It was not a good session for this.  One bill that did come through is that the state has to 
make more effort for people who come to look for affordable housing to know that the opportunities 
to them is in all other areas of the state besides the urban centers. 

8. Safety:  Safe Haven for newborns, basically April 2nd is proclaims as a Safe Haven Day in 
Connecticut. 

 
We should have the final report by September 2015.  We tracked 51 bills and testified on 36 bills.  You have a 
book titled “Snob Zone” and it talks specifically about Connecticut.  We are going to take this on in the next 
session.  He worked on the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice 2015 report with Erin Boggs for a 
year. 
 
Motion made to accept the Priorities & Legislation Committee report by Commissioner Hernández and 
seconded by Commissioner Rodríguez.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Commissioner Torres, Chair of this Committee reported the following: 

1. We need to decide who or what organization we will advance as Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipient for this year so if any of you have recommendations perhaps we can decide this evening 
and then notify whoever is selected. 

2. The committee recommended Juan Figueroa as he is one of the first Hispanic legislators and here 
when the LPRAC was formed, he has run two important organizations in NY and here in CT and is 
now the Chief of Staff for the Mayor.  We want full participation so we are asking you tonight if you 
have any other recommendations in addition to Mr. Figueroa. 

3. We also need a Latina and Latino Citizen as well as an organization to receive the community 
service award.  The deadline is close – Friday, June 26, 2015.  Only one awardee per category this 
year. 

4. We also need you to either provide us a list of potential sponsors we can reach out to on your behalf 
or for you to make that contact on our behalf so we can continue receiving support.  To date, we 
have at least 20 commitments towards the 3x100 Campaign and $10,000 combined from Verizon 
Wireless and Eastern CT State University. 

5. Finally, we need to push the Lithographs as only 56 of the 250 have been sold and this is a way we 
can continue generating funds for this year’s scholarships.  They are $80 each and they are readily 
available in the office.  

 
Motion made to accept the Special Projects Committee report by Commissioner Rodríguez and seconded 
by Commissioner Palmares Leaf.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
RBA COMMITTEE  
 
Commissioner Salorio reported for Commissioner Soto, Chairman of this Committee as he is absent, he 
reported on the following: 

1. They had a Results Based Accountability (RBA) session on K–12 testing last Tuesday, June 9th, 
2015. 
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2. Next meeting for RBA will be on Monday, June 29th, 2015 between 5:00 pm and 6:00 pm. 
3. At the last retreat, we were supposed to have training. 

 
Tape 2 A 
 
Dr. Salorio said that Commissioner Pablo Soto timed the moderator and she spoke for 40 minutes.  His 
suggestion for the future, we are here to do an information hearing. 
 
Mr. Oyanadel said that we should have Mr. Rodriguez and the Chair of Special Projects attend an RBA 
Training so that they can be certified RBA Trainers.  We have to be in compliance with the state law. 
 
Mr. Rodriguez thanked Chairman Cruz and Commissioners Pablo Soto, Salorio, Hernández and O’Neill for 
attending the RBA on the Teenage Pregnancy. 
 
Motion made to accept the RBA Committee report by Commissioner Torres and seconded by 
Commissioner Rodríguez.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
OLD & NEW BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Cruz reminded everyone that next month we will be in the City Wallingford on July 15, 2015 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Spanish Community Center of Wallingford on 284 Washington Street.  Are we going to have 
access for phone service if anyone wants to call-in? 
 
Mr. Oyanadel responded that Mrs. Cardone and he will be going to meet with the Executive Director of the 
Center and find out if there is phone service.  We will let everyone know if we have accessibility. 
 
Chairman Cruz said that for anyone who has not been out there, our Agenda is very short, we try to keep it 
open for the public to engage with us and bring their issues and concerns in their communities. 
 
Mr. Oyanadel responded that we heard the last time we went to Meriden, we invited some special guests and 
we stepped away from listening to the folks from the community so this time around we decided we are not 
inviting any special guests, we are going to hear directly from the community and we are going to hopefully 
table every other committee so we give all our attention to the community so that you can hear from them 
directly. 
 
Mr. Rodríguez clarified a handout from conncan; they just asked us to hand it out. 
 
Motion made to that the theme of this year’s scholarship be named “Empowering the Latino and Puerto 
Rican Communities” with a friendly amendment by Commissioner Dr. Ruby O’Neill to “Empowering 
the Latino/Latina & Puerto Rican Communities” by Commissioner Taylor and seconded by 
Commissioner Rodríguez.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
Motion made to formally invite the Latino Legislative Delegation to join us the day of the Retreat at the 
end of the day around 4:30 pm to discuss about collaboration and the next legislative session by 
Commissioner Trueworthy and seconded by Commissioner Torres.   
 
Commissioner Hernández made a friendly amendment that we make an invitation to any and all Legislators 
that wants to come to our retreat, those who are really interested in our Latino and Puerto Rican Communities 
will step up to the plate. 
 
Chairman Cruz asked Commissioner Trueworthy if she would accept the friendly amendment. 
 
Commissioner Trueworthy does not accept the friendly amendment.  She said switching your hat to 
Parliamentarian at the moment, the option for process is either yes to accept the friendly amendment or no for 
discussion. 
 
Commissioner Hernández said if you accept the friendly amendment, there is no need to represent the motion 
but if it is not accepted, than he would have the option to present another motion.  Then that motion will have to 
be discussed and voted on and someone seconds the motion.  Right now he is not presenting a motion, only a 
friendly amendment. 
 
Commissioner Trueworthy asked about how many people would we be talking about, now she is going into 
logistics and as to strategy wise whether or not this is even doable. 
 
Mr. Oyanadel informed that if we send an invitation to all the Legislators, let’s say that 20 or 30 say yes, there 
would be a cost issue.  If we have 20 or 30, it is probably something that we cannot afford. 
 
Mr. Rodríguez recommended that we can everyone and say that there are 15 seats left, first come first served. 
 
Chairman Cruz said that it is a good point. 
 
Commissioner Hernández said point of clarification, the friendly amendment has been enhanced by a 
friendlier or more logistical flyer to at amendment which is that we make an invitation to any and all Legislators 
understanding that there is limited seating first come first serve and must R.S.V.P. 
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Mr. Oyanadel said that we may also not need a motion for this, we know that you are trying to invite our 
Legislators and we know that we want to do it in a bi-partisan way and that we have a limited number of seats 
so I invite you just to let us do that invitation, you don’t need to but I heard what you are trying to do, you are 
trying to encourage them to participate and be active in the work that we do. 
 
Chairman Cruz remembers having Legislators without having to go through this motion. 
 
Commissioner Quiñones commented that to undo all the amendments and friendly amendments then the point 
is that the record reflects that the schedule for the day will include a Legislators/Commissioner Network 
Session. 
 
Commissioner O’Neill asked how many Latino Legislators are we talking about that you originally intended to 
invite. 
 
Commissioner Quiñones replied 13. 
 
Mr. Oyandel informed that we normally get 2 or 3 that attend but we are hearing today is that if we have 
invited guests that are coming from the Legislature that it really reflects the compliments of the Legislature. 
 
Commissioner Trueworthy agrees with this, she wants to make sure that they do it in a thoughtful manner, in 
a strategic manner not just an outright freefall type of thing but a little bit more planning, so that was her 
hesitation for not accepting or not acting on the friendly amendment.  Therefore, she withdraws her motion and 
refers to the statement of the Executive Director. 
 
Motion made that an Ad Hoc Committee be created by LPRAC to produce a series of protocols that 
would help to articulate the vetting process for potential nominees or candidates for leadership positions 
judicial nominations.  The Ad Hoc Committee will dissolve once the processes and the protocols have 
been developed and have been vetted by the Commission by Commissioner Quiñones and seconded by 
Commissioner Trueworthy. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Commissioner Chris Soto asked if we have any lawyers on the Commission.   Are we allowed to have non-
commission members on a task force that are not Commission members on the AD-HOC Committee? 
 
Mr. Oyanadel responded that we have attorneys that can help us through the work we do in the Legislature and 
the decisions can be made in the Ad-Hoc Committee. 
 
Commissioner Quiñones responded that we have our former Chair that is an attorney and she has him on speed 
dial. 
 
Mr. Oyanadel suggested that Chairman Cruz should name the members of the Ad-Hoc Committee, you can 
take members from the floor and they can populate that Committee. 
 
Chairman Cruz said that we need Republicans and Democrats to join in on this piece so we can have a fair 
look at what we are working on.  First thing we can do is take on volunteers, make it known to our Chair and 
then you can report to us at the brief meeting next month in Wallingford.   
 
Tape 2 B 
 
Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
Chairman Cruz then said that as Chair, he appoints Commissioner Quinones. 
 
Commissioner Quiñones accepts. 
 
Motion made to adjourn at 8:08 p.m. by Commissioner Hernández and seconded by Commissioner 
Rodríguez.  Motion was adopted by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
 
Emanuela Palmares Leaf 
Secretary 
LPRAC Board 
 
EPL:cjc 
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