
 
 
 

Connecticut Legislative History 101 
 
Summary: 
 
 
I.  Analyze your statute:  what do you need to know? 
 

a. Definitions may be provided at the beginning of chapter 
 
b. Public Act Summary may answer questions without leg. hist. 
 
c.  Look at legislative narrative at end of statute.  Not all acts 
amending a statute may be relevant to your research, particularly if 
they are technical. 

 
 
II.  Update your statute.   
 

Make sure there haven't been any amendments. 
 

 
 
III. Compile legislative history through the CGA website (cga.ct.gov) 
 
 a.  Search for bill history using public act number 
 
 b.  Note bill number 
 
 c.  Look at joint favorable report 
 
 d.  Look at OLR report 
 
 e.  Go to Committee page for submitted testimony 
 

f.  Use Advanced Legislative Search to find public hearing and 
session transcripts 

 



 
 

I.  Statute analysis 
 
1. Definitions:  check for a definitions section in the chapter before 
compiling a legislative history: 
 

 
 



 
 
2. Look at the statute 
 
 

 
 
Sample statute 
 
 
Sec. 16a-7b. Infrastructure criteria guidelines. (a) Not later than December 1, 2004, the 
Connecticut Energy Advisory Board shall develop infrastructure criteria guidelines for the 
evaluation process under subsection (f) of section 16a-7c, which guidelines shall be … 
 
(P.A. 03-140, S. 18; P.A. 04-191, S. 1; P.A. 07-242, S. 77, 110.) 
 
Legislation narrative: 
 
History: P.A. 03-140 effective July 1, 2003; P.A. 04-191 added provision re consideration of 
recommendations and findings of task force in developing environmental preference standards, 
effective July 1, 2004; P.A. 07-242 designated existing provisions as Subsec. (a) and added 
Subsec. (b) re limitation on ability of municipality to condemn or restrict operation of existing 
and operating energy facility, effective June 4, 2007, and deleted reference to the comprehensive 
energy plan prepared pursuant to Sec. 16a-7a, effective July 1, 2007. 



 
 
 
History:  
 
P.A. 03-140 effective July 1, 2003;  
 
P.A. 04-191 added provision re consideration of recommendations and findings of task force in 
developing environmental preference standards, effective July 1, 2004;  
 
P.A. 07-242  
 

• designated existing provisions as Subsec. (a) and  
• added Subsec. (b) re limitation on ability of municipality to condemn or restrict operation 

of existing and operating energy facility, effective June 4, 2007, and  
• deleted reference to the comprehensive energy plan prepared pursuant to Sec. 16a-7a, 

effective July 1, 2007. 
 
 
 



II.  Update statute 
 

 

 
 
 
1.  Latest revision: 2011 (containing legislation up to December 2010) 
 
2.  Browse 2012 supplement (containing legislation up to December 2011) 
 
 

 
 
 
P.A. 11-80 amended Subsec. (b) to replace reference to Department of Public Utility Control 
with reference to Public Utilities Regulatory Authority and delete reference to Office of Policy 
and Management, effective July 1, 2011 
 
 



 
3.  Updating through present:  search 2012 Public Acts 
 
 

 
 

Choose database 
 
 

 



 
Enter statute citation and year 
 

 
 
 
In this case, the statute was not amended in 2012. 
 
 

• Keep in mind that the 2013 revision will contain all statutes 
effective up to December 2012.   
 

• The print version of the 2013 revision should be available around 
the end of January 2013 and will be loaded on the CGA website at 
about the same time.   
 

• It will be available later on Lexis, Westlaw and the West annotated 
statute pocket parts for 2013. 

 



 
III.  Finally, legislative history… 
 
Bare bones: 
 

• Public hearing transcript - transcript of oral testimony before 
committee 
 

• Session transcripts (House and Senate) - oral questions and answers, 
and debate on bill 

 
Digging deeper: 
 

• Submitted testimony:  letters submitted to committee by interested 
partied 
 

• Joint favorable report by committee:  basic intent of bill and 
notable oral and submitted testimony. 
 

• Bill analysis: section by section analysis by Office of Legislative 
Research 

 
 
P.A. 07-242  
 

• added Subsec. (b) re limitation on ability of municipality to condemn or restrict operation 
of existing and operating energy facility, effective June 4, 2007 

 
 
1.  Bring up the bill history 
 
 

 
 



2.  Note the bill number 
 

 
 
 
 
3. The text 
 

 
 
 



4.  Joint favorable report 
 
 

 

 
 
 



5. Bill analysis 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



6.  Bill history 
 

 
 
 



7.  Public hearings 
 

Testimony: print documents submitted to committee.  Use the 
committee page to access this testimony.  Prior to 2005 most 
submitted testimony is only available at the State Library. 

  
Transcripts: oral testimony given on the day of the hearing and 
transcribed 
for the record.  Use the Advance Legislative Search page to access 
for best browsing capabilities. 

 
 
Testimony:  go to committee page and archives for past years 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Transcripts:  go to the Search; Advanced Legislative Search page 
 

 
 



Choose public hearing and session transcripts under session documents 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Enter search: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Results: 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


