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The History... 

On January 24, 2005 members of the Connecticut Hall of 
Fame Committee and Legislative Leaders formally unveiled 
plans for the creation of the Connecticut Hall of Fame.   

Located in the atrium area on the second floor of the Legisla-
tive Office Building, the Hall of Fame was designed to honor  
individuals from Connecticut who have distinguished them-
selves in their professions, both nationally or internationally.   

Not only was the Hall of Fame intended to recognize the out-
standing achievements of Connecticut individuals, it was 
meant to serve as an educational tool for the large number of 
students who visit the State Capitol and Legislative Office 
Buildings. 

Each year the committee reviews the applications of many 
nominees and refers their selection to the Legislative Leaders 
for approval.  An awards ceremony, “Connecticut Hall of 
Fame Day,” is held to honor those inducted.   

Nominations have come from the Connecticut Historical So-
ciety, libraries, the State Library, Legislative Library, and other 
libraries  throughout the State.  Any individual or organization 
can make a nomination. 

Funding is provided by corporate contributions and grants.  
Contributions are also received from individuals and founda-
tions.  



     Hall of Fame Inductees... 

2007 

Katharine Hepburn, legendary actress who won 
four Oscars for best actress and one Emmy award 
was born in Hartford, CT in 1907.  She spent sev-
eral years acting on stage in and around New 
York.  Over the course of six decades in Holly-
wood, she earned twelve Academy Award nomi-
nations.  Ms. Hepburn resided in Old Saybrook, 
CT until her death in 2003.  

 Mark Twain, (Samuel Langhorne Clemens),  
great American writer and humorist was born in 
1835.  He completed his best known works (The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry 
Finn) while residing in Hartford, before moving to 
Redding, CT where he died in 1910.  The Mark 
Twain House in Hartford where he lived from 
1874 to 1891 is now a museum. 

Igor Sikorsky, aviation pioneer and designer of 
the first helicopter, was born in 1889.  Mr. Sikor-
sky founded Sikorsky Manufacturing Company, 
which became part of United Aircraft and 
Transport Corporation (now United Technologies 
Corporation).  He resided in Stratford, CT until 
his death in 1972.  The Sikorsky Memorial Bridge 

and Sikorsky Airport are named in his honor.  

2008 

Marian Anderson, first black opera singer to per-
form with the Metropolitan Opera, was born in 
1897.  She is considered to be Connecticut’s Voice 
of Freedom.  History was made in 1939 when she 
held a concert at the Lincoln Memorial after the 
Daughters of the American Revolution refused to 
let her perform at Constitution Hall.  For many 

years Ms. Anderson made her home in Danbury, CT.  She died in 
1993. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=katharine+hepburn&start=207&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1344&bih=690&tbm=isch&tbnid=XjaW55CGGl5DCM:&imgrefurl=http://kootation.com/katharine-houghton-hepburn-was-born-on-may-12-1907-in-hartford.html&docid=h-UcLlQimqNUSM&imgurl=http://image.q
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=mark+twain&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1344&bih=690&tbm=isch&imgrefurl=http://timster-howdarei.blogspot.com/2011/05/plain-language-for-plane-people.html&tbnid=MEhp5H6tlMSyxM&docid=RGt_eb-5A32G1M&ved=0CJQBEIUWKAI&ei=MEBHUe_dIpG-4AOi5oGIBw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fimages%2Fnews_photos%2F2009-07-09-gray-harry.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fnews%2FNews_Item.aspx%3FID%3D573&docid=YozLXSj7xupGwM&tbnid=B8E9tAzc12LgyM%3A&w=200&h=185&
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fimages%2Fnews_photos%2F2009-07-09-gray-harry.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fnews%2FNews_Item.aspx%3FID%3D573&docid=YozLXSj7xupGwM&tbnid=B8E9tAzc12LgyM%3A&w=200&h=185&


2008 Continued…. 

 

Jackie Robinson, first African-American man to 
play major league baseball, was born in 1919.  Mr. 
Robinson broke the color barrier when he was 
signed to play with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947 
and  helped them win the World Series in 1955.  His 
career batting average was .311 and he was inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962.  He was a 
civil rights advocate and moved to Stamford, CT 

after retiring from baseball in 1957.  He died in 1972.  

 

Chief Ralph W. Sturges, lifetime leader of the 
Mohegan Tribe was born in New London, CT in 
1918.  Chief Sturges was instrumental in helping the 
tribe gain federal recognition.  He worked with fi-
nancial supporters to help develop and build the 
Mohegan Sun Casino in Montville, CT.  
Chief Sturges was also a skilled marble sculptor.  His 
works were displayed at the CT State Capitol and 

other public buildings.  He died in New London, CT in 2007. 

 

Harry Gray, former Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman of United Technologies, and one of the 
most outstanding business managers in the United 
States, was born in 1919.  Mr. Gray led United 
Technologies from a $2 billion defense company to 
a $17 billion diversified conglomerate. Known for 
his philanthropies, the Cancer Center at Hartford 

Hospital is named for Mr. Gray and his wife, Helen.  He died in 2009 
in Hartford, CT. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=dgTTB4V5Br4nxM&tbnid=rkn1M1KusuW6MM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://newsone.com/1172265/newsone-celebrates-jackie-robinson-day-2011/&ei=UVZHUa2YNPS10QHPwoH4Ag&psig=AFQjCNGQsObBpiX83UYHMpEJZwQyQVzJhA&ust=
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:G'tinemong.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fimages%2Fnews_photos%2F2009-07-09-gray-harry.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fnews%2FNews_Item.aspx%3FID%3D573&docid=YozLXSj7xupGwM&tbnid=B8E9tAzc12LgyM%3A&w=200&h=185&


 

2009 

Paul Newman, legendary actor, film director, entrepre-
neur, humanitarian, professional racing driver and auto 
racing team owner.  Born in 1925, Mr. Newman starred 
in more than fifty films in a career that spanned more 
than five decades.  His food conglomerate, Newman’s 
Own, is a multi-million dollar business, the profits of 
which are donated to various educational and charitable 

organizations.  Part of the profits support the Hole-In-The-Wall Camp, 
which he created for children with life threatening illnesses.  The children 
attend free of charge.  The Hole-In-The-Wall Camp now operates on 
three different continents.  He died in 2008 at his home in Westport, CT. 

 

2010 

 
Dr. Robert Ballard, founder and president of the Insti-
tute for Exploration, which specializes in deep-sea ar-
chaeology and deep-sea geology.  The Institute joined 
forces in 1999 with the Mystic Aquarium and is now 
part of the Sea Research Foundation.  Dr. Ballard 
brought a greater understanding of the undersea world 
to the public and increased awareness of marine conser-

vation issues.  He discovered the wrecks of the RMS Titanic, the battle-
ship Bismarck, the aircraft carrier USS Yorktown, and the wreck of John 
F. Kennedy’s PT-109.  He presently resides in Mystic, CT. 

 

Deane Keller,  American artist, academic, soldier, art 
restorer and preservationist was born in 1901 in New 
Haven, CT.  Captain Keller helped rescue Italian master-
works from the threat of combat and looting during 
World War II.  He taught for forty years at Yale Univer-
sity’s School of Fine Arts.  In addition to his academic 
career, Captain Keller was a prolific portrait painter.  He 

was known as the “unofficial portraitist of the Yale faculty,” completing 
over 160 portrait commissions for the university, including  faculty, cor-
poration board members, and two presidents.  He died in 1992 in Ham-
den, CT. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.biography.com/imported/images/Biography/Images/Profiles/N/Paul-Newman-9422564-1-402.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.biography.com/people/paul-newman-9422564&docid=DRP2giN6SaKQSM&tbnid=W4-lAo3XUSYjfM:&w=402&h=402&ei=F1lH
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f9/Deane_Keller_cropped.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deane_Keller&h=234&w=190&sz=9&tbnid=gRP1RepXyc5WzM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=captain+Deane+Keller&tbm=isch&
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fimages%2Fnews_photos%2F2009-07-09-gray-harry.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.illinois.edu%2Fnews%2FNews_Item.aspx%3FID%3D573&docid=YozLXSj7xupGwM&tbnid=B8E9tAzc12LgyM%3A&w=200&h=185&


 

2010 Continued…. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, best selling author was born in 
1811 in Litchfield, CT.  Ms. Stowe was educated at, and 
subsequently taught at the Hartford Female Academy, 
founded by her sister Catherine Beecher in 1823.  She 
also taught at the Western Female Institute in Cincinnati, 
established by her sister Catherine in 1832.  Ms. Stowe 
wrote a number of books, the most famous of which  is 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin which she wrote in 1850.  The book 

opened up the realities of slavery to the entire world and it became a best 
seller which has never been out of print.  Ms. Stowe died in  1896. 

 

Noah Webster, an American lexicographer, textbook 
author, spelling reformer, word enthusiast, and editor.  
He was born in 1758 in the West Division of Hartford, 
CT.  Mr. Webster has been called the “Father of Ameri-
can Scholarship and Education.”  His “Blue-Backed 
Speller” books were used to teach spelling and reading to 
five generations of american children.  In the United 
States, his name has become synonymous with dictionar-

ies, especially the modern Merriam-Webster dictionary that was first pub-
lished in 1828 as An American Dictionary of the English Language.  Mr. 
Webster died in 1843. 

2013 

Geno Auriemma, head coach of the University of Con-
necticut Huskies women’s basketball team. He was born 
in Montella, Italy in 1954. During his illustrious tenure, 
Auriemma  transformed the UConn women’s basketball 
program into the standard by which all other programs 
are measured, both on and off the court.  Under his 
coaching the women Huskies have gone from a team 
with only one winning season to one with eight national 
titles, 14 Final Fours, four perfect seasons and 37 Big 

East titles. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6OtRVJprDk4smM&tbnid=UUnkCD5Or34lcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lkwdpl.org/wihohio/stow-har.htm&ei=x2ZHUezFNbCB0QGRyoGQAw&psig=AFQjCNHdooshordBoYYqsyAb7vOXVo0BLw&ust=1363720258644094
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EQBTa84Gcbf82M&tbnid=Y2cCaRJHMcdDjM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://news.yale.edu/2008/10/02/noah-webster-f-ted-250th-birthday&ei=d2dHUb7-KMe14AP7koDABA&psig=AFQjCNFw29_qgnxN7F_tfryQWkcXt_AP8Q&ust=136
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=geno+auriemma&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8ej7Lbf-iQI1OM&tbnid=toReemL7ZRzuGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeispeakers.com%2Fspeakerbio.php%3FSpeakerID%3D1585&ei=6NlIUcrpCsbw0QGzn4CYCQ&bvm=bv.43828540,d.dm


 

2013 Continued….  

Jim Calhoun, coached men’s basketball for 40 years, 
26 of which he spent coaching the University of Con-
necticut Huskies.  He coached the Huskies to three 
national titles and led four teams to the Final Four.  
Jim Calhoun was named Big East Conference Coach 
of the Year  four times and in 2005 was inducted into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame.  He retired in 2012 and 
resides in Pomfret, CT with his wife Pat.  The couple 

are known for their philanthropy, including the Pat and Jim Calhoun 
Cardiology Center at UConn. 

 

 

Alfred Carlton Gilbert, American inventor, athlete, 
toy-maker and businessman was born in 1884.  He 
graduated from Yale Medical School, and helped pay 
his tuition by performing as a magician.  He also 
founded  Mysto Manufacturing, which sold magic kits 
for kids. In 1908 he competed in the IV Olympaid in 
London, England, winning the gold medal in the pole 
vault.  In 1911, while commuting on the New Haven 
railroad, Mr. Gilbert was inspired by the new electrifi-

cation catenary and designed the Erector Set, which quickly became 
the most popular construction toy in the United States. Mr. Gilbert 
died in 1961.  

Roger Sherman, American lawyer and politician. Mr. 
Sherman served in both the Connecticut House of 
Representatives and the United States Congress.    He 
also represented Connecticut in the Continental Con-
gress.   He is especially notable for being the only per-
son to sign all four great state papers of the United 
States;  the Articles of Confederation, the Declaration 
of Independence, the United States Constitution and 

the Continental Association.  He was elected as the first Mayor of New 
Haven, CT in 1784 and held that office until his death in 1793.  Sher-
man, Connecticut is named for him. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=jim+calhoun&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ycpGK_IFuNXEMM&tbnid=9UL3dAbkorKnYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://borgesblognhr.blogspot.com/2011_02_01_archive.html&ei=Ht1IUZnaIOfi0QHL7YGoDg&bvm=bv.43828540,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGmElc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=roger+sherman&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=i_HSiY70M1vl1M&tbnid=adRbU0h29eqOGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nps.gov/inde/historyculture/compromise.htm&ei=SFlwUbG6Oteo4APmlYGQDQ&bvm=bv.45373924,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNEzlJC31
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Photo gallery …. 



Charles Barlow and Lisa Roush of the 
New Milford Historical Society and  
Sen. Crisco. 

 
UConn Coach Geno Auriemma and Rep. Klarides. 
 

Jeffrey Marsted, grandson of A.C. Gilbert 
and Sen. Guglielmo.        

Former UConn Coach Jim Calhoun and  
Rep. Boukus. 

Photo gallery …. 



Left to right:  UConn Coach Geno Auriemma, Charles Barlow, Trustee of  the New Milford His-
torical Society, Lisa Roush, Director of the New Milford Historical Society, Rep. Boukus,   Sen. 
Crisco,  Former UConn Coach Jim Calhoun and Jeffrey Marsted, A.C. Gilbert’s grandson. 
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The Connecticut Hall of Fame is located at the  

second floor atrium of the 

Legislative Office Building 

 



 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN: 

 

Senate President Pro Tempore Donald E. Williams, Jr. 

Senate Majority Leader Martin M. Looney 

Senate Minority Leader John McKinney 

Speaker of the House J. Brendan Sharkey 

House Majority Leader Joe Aresimowicz 

House Republican Leader Lawrence F. Cafero, Jr. 

 

CHAIRMEN: 

 

Senator Joseph J. Crisco, Jr. 

Senator Anthony Guglielmo 

Representative Elizabeth “Betty” Boukus 

Representative Themis Klarides 
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