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from 1716 to 1721, he was an assistant judge of the

Superior Court. He died in 1733, at the age of 75.

Hon. Jabez Hamlin, son of john, was held in equally

as high esteem as were his father and grandfather, and

was still more extensively employed in public life. He

was early made a colonel of militia, and was in the com,

mission of the peace in 1733 or 1734, and was a justice

of the Quorum from 1745 till 1754. He was a judge of

the Hartford County Court from 1754 till 1784, was

judge of the Court of Probate from 1752 till 1789, and

mayor of the city of Middletown from its incorporation

till his death. He was annually elected an assistant

from 1758 till 1767. Although he supported an un

popular measure, such was his personal popularity that

he was at once sent as a representative to the Assembly

and was made speaker of the House, a position which he

continued to occupy till he was returned to the Council

in 1773. He died in 1791, at the age of 82.

COMMODORE Tnonas McDowouon.

Although not a native of Middletown, the alliance of

Commodore McDonough with the family of a prominent

citizen, Nathaniel Shaler, gives this town a right to claim

him as one of its sons.

Thomas McDonough was born in the county of New

Castle, Delaware, in 1783. He became a midshipman in

the navy at the age of 17, and was with the American

fleet in the Mediterranean, where he took part in the de

struction of the frigate Philadelphia, which had been cap

tured by the Tripolitans, and the capture of a Tripolitan

gun-boat. His gallantry in these affairs led to his pro

motion to the rank of lieutenant.

No noteworthy event in his life occurred between the

Tripolitan war and that of 1812, except that he had been

made a captain. In that year he took the command of

the United States force on Lake Champlain, and carried

the army of General Dearborn into Canada without en

countering opposition from the British force. No ac

tive operations occurred on the lake till the autumn of

1814, though both parties were busily employed in

strengthening their naval forces.

On the 11th of September in that year, the celebrated

battle between the two naval forces took place in front

of Plattshurg. The British squadron, which was superior

in force, was commanded by Commodore Downie, and

that of the Americans by Captain McDonough.

It is unnecessary to give here a description of this

battle, which lasted two hours and twenty minutes, and

during which the ships of the commanders, the Confirm:

and the . arafaga, were the principal objects of attack.

The former was hulled 105 times, and the latter received

55 principally twenty-four pounders, in her

hull.

“The personal deportment of Capt. McDonough in the engagement,

like that of Capt. Perry in the battle of Lake Erie, was the subject of

general admiration. His coolness was undisturbed throughout all the

trying scenes on board his own ship, and although trying againsta

vessel of double the force and nearly twice the tonnage of the Samloga

he met and resisted her attacks with a constancy that. seemed to set de

test at defiance. The winding of the Saratoad, under such circum

shots,

    

stances. exposed as she was to the raking hroadsides of the (‘onttnnrr

and the Ltnnat. especially the latter. was a bold. seamnnliko, and runs

terly measure. that required unusual decision and fortitude to imagine

and execute. Most men would have believed that. without a single gun

on the side engaged. a fourth of the people out down. and their ship a

wreck, enough injury had been received to justify submission; but.

Capt. McDonough found the means to secure a victory in the desperate

situation of the Saratoqa.“

Though he had been honored before he was still more

highly honored after this battle. Congress voted him a

medal, and different States and towns complimented

him by gifts. The State of New York gave him a thou

sand acres of land, and the State of Vermont, two hun

dred, situated in full view of the lake, near the scene

of his victory. The Legislature of New York also voted

him a splendid sword, and another, costing $1,300, was

presented to him by the officers and seamen whom he

had commanded in the Mediterranean. The State of

Delaware also presented him with a massive silver tea set,

on which was a suitable inscription. He was promoted

for his services in this action.

Commodore McDonough continued in the naval ser

vice till near the time of his death. His last cruise was

in the Mediterranean, in command of the old frigate

Consh'lull'on, in 1825. By reason of failing health he re

signed the command of that vessel, and embarked from

Gibraltar in October 1825. On the wilt of the next

month he died at sea. His remains were brought to

New York, and thence to Middletown, where they were

interred in the old cemetery, near the bank of the Con

necticut River. A modest marble monument marks the

place of his interment.

\VILLIAM L. STORRS.

William Lucius Storrs was born in Middletown, Con

necticut, March 25th 1795, graduated at Yale College in

1814, and adopted the law as a profession. He was a

member of the State Assembly in 1827, 1828, 1829, and

1834, s'erving as a speaker in 1834. He was a member of

Congress from Connecticut from 1829 to 1833, and again

from 1839 to 1840. In June 1840, he resigned to accept

the appointment of associate judge of the Court of Errors.

[n 1846, he was appointed professor of law in Yale Col

lege, and served in that capacity till 1847. in 1856, he

was appointed chief justice of the Court of Errors, and

held that position until his death in Hartford, June 25th

1861.

HENRY R. STORRs.

Henry R. Storrs, elder brother of William 1.., was born

in Middletown in 1785 or 1787, and graduated from Yale

College in 1804. He practiced law some years at Utica,

N. Y., and during his residence there was a representative

in Congress from 1819 to 1821, and again from 1823

to 1831. Afterleaving Congress, he removed to the city

of New York, where he became very eminent in his pro

fession. He was possessed of extensive aquirements,

uncommon powers of discrimination, and great logical

exactness. He was a powerful elocutionist and as a dc

bater in Congress he stood conspicuous in the first rank.

He died at New Haven, July 29th 1837.
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