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the Newtons and Guernseys, and many others, until the town

soon reached its later average of one thousand people.

An enthusiastic historian thus eulogizes the favored town—no

longer Coginchaug swamp : " Beautiful for situation is the town

plat of Durham, skirted by a prairie on one side and a cultivated

valley on the other ; girded by mountains, neither too near nor

too remote. Beautiful is the village of Durham and its long,

broad streets, studded with neat habitations, the abode of peace

and virtue, of contentment and religion. When the town was on

the great mail route from Boston to New York and six stages

daily passed through it, passengers, as they stopped for breakfast

or dinner at the Swathel House, would often declare that they

had seen nothing on their way which for beauty of landscape sur

passed it. Here George Washington and other distinguished men

stopped for rest and refreshment."

But our interest in these early days now concentrates upon

General Wadsworth's noble grandfather, who, without prominent

military achievement, was as remarkable as his grandson.

James Wadsworth the first was born in 1675 and lived until the

general was twenty-six years of age and able to succeed him as

proprietor's clerk and town clerk, offices which the former had

held for fifty years. A lawyer by profession, he was honored by

almost every office at the disposal of the people of Durham, and

his name appears in nearly every public document of his times.

At the very outset he successfully represented Durham before the

General Assembly in the settlement of her boundary lines with

Middletown and her other neighbors. " When his abilities and

moral worth came to be generally known he was honored by

appointments by the Colony. He was the first justice of the peace

and he had command of the first military company at its formation.

Upon the organization of the militia in 1735 he was constituted

colonel of the Tenth Regiment. He was Speaker of the House in

the Colonial Legislature, 1 7 1 7, and assistant from 1718 to 1752.

The election to that office was by a general ticket, and such was

the confidence of the Colony in his ability and integrity, at a

period when ability and integrity were the indispensable qualifi

cations for office, that on the returns for the year 1732 he had the

highest vote in the Colony. In May, 1724, he was appointed,
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with several other gentlemen, to hear and determine all matters of

error and equity brought on petition to the General Assembly,

and from 1724 he was one of the judges of the superior court. At

the October session of the Assembly, 1726, a grant of. three

hundred acres of land in Goshen was made to Colonel Wads-

worth, Hezekiah Brainerd (father of the missionary David Brain-

•erd, of Haddam), and John Hall, of Wallingford, in return for

public services."

In the performance of public duties, his ability and integritv

were alike conspicuous, while an exemplary attendance upon the

worship and ordinances of the Lord gave a dignity to his charac

ter. He exerted a salutary influence upon the town—more so,

indeed, than any one except his " personal friend, the minister."

As soon as Durham was settled, negotiations were commenced

by which the town should call a spiritual guide, and at the ordi

nation of the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey, Colonel Wadsworth and

Caleb Seaward were chosen to call the council and arrange the

entertainment thereof. The colonel himself contributed the beef,

to the value of sixteen shillings, and secured from others "two

piggs," a generous quantity of rum, beer, and cider, and a very

substantial collation. The new minister became the strong

personal friend of Colonel Wadsworth, and they spent fiftv

years together in the care of the tem.poral and spiritual welfare

of the town. In their deaths they were not divided, the one

dying in January and the other in February, 1756.

The Rev. Mr. Chauncey was a remarkable man, even for those

heroic days. He was the first to receive a degree from Yale Col

lege, and his influence was always powerfully exerted in favor

of learning as well as piety. David Brainerd, the celebrated

missionary, dates his "frequent longing " for a liberal education

to his one year's residence in Durham, and he commenced his

classical studies, as did many another lad of the parish, under

Mr. Chauncey's influence. Mr. Chauncey owned one of the

largest private libraries in the State, and was always a deep stu

dent. One of his admiring hearers writes : " He was not a large

man, but a man of great presence. He looked like a man. When

he was seen approaching the meeting-house on the Sabbath, we

,were all careful to be in our seats, and when he entered the house
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