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At a General Assembly ofthe State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford, in said State,

on the first Wednesday qfMay, A. D. 1853:

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Secretary of State be authorized to purchase for

the use of the State, two hundred and fifty copies of the proposed publication of the

Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, from 1677 to 1689, transcribed and edited

(in continuation of the volumes heretofore published) by J. Hammond Trumbull, Esq.,

including a selection from such documents, in the state archives, es illustrate the his

tory of the colony during the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros. Provided, that such

publication shall be made with the approval and under the supervision of the Secretary

of State, and authenticated by his oflicial certificate, as a true copy of the original

record; and provided also, that the expense of the same shall not exceed two dollars

and fifty cents per copy.

Resolved, That the copies so purchased be distributed by the secretary, as follows:

one copy to the town clerk of each town in this state, to be preserved in his oflice for

the use of the town; one copy to the governor and each of the state ofiicers of this

state; one copy to the governor of each of the several states and territories of the

United States; one copy to the library of Congress; one copy to the Smithsonian

Institute; one copy to each of the colleges of this state; twenty-five copies to M.

Alexandre Vattemare, for international exchange; and the remainder of said two

hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the ofiice of the secretary of state, sub

ject to the disposal of the General Assembly. "
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. '

Tnrs volume contains the proceedings of the General Court from

the election in May, 1678, to the close of the special session called in

June, 1689, to proclaim the accession of William and Mary to the

throne of England. By the resolve which authorized this publication

the editor was instructed to include “ a selection from such documents,

in the State archives, as illustrate the history of the colony during

the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros.” ‘The space thus occupied

may, at first sight. seem disproportionately large; but it must be

considered, that it was in no other way possible to fill the break in

the records, occasioned by the suspension of charter government from

October, 1687, to May, 1689. For two or three years immediately

preceding that period, the proceedings of the General Court afford

little insight into the course of events in the colony. Circumstances

had imposed the necessity of the utmost caution. Those subjects

which most nearly concerned the welfare of the colony and which

may be supposed to have almost exclusively engrossed the attention

of the court, are rarely mentioned in the records. The omission

ceases to be remarkable, when it is remembered that every page was

written in the expectation that it might soon be subjected to the scru

tiny of an arbitrary governor,‘ or be made the basis of new ‘ articles of

misdemeanor’ by Randolph or his co-workers. It was more prudent

to leave even the reasons for the annual fast or thanksgiving ‘ upon

the file,’ than to record them in full, for possible occasions of offence

to Governor Dongan, a papist, or Sir Edmund Andros, a high tory

and high churchman.

With what degree of success the deficiencies of the records have

been supplied will be best determined by an examination of the

volume itself. No pains have been spared to present a documentary

history of‘ the period referred to, as complete as possible. To eifect

this, every document which is preserved in the Connecticut archives

has been carefully examined, and either printed in full or a sufiicient

abstract given. In addition to this, much valuable material has been

gathered from other sources. The Laws enacted for New England,

by Andros and the council, are now for the first time printed, from a

copy fortunately discovered in the library of Yale College. Gershom

Bulkeley’s curious narrative, entitled “Will and Doom,” &c., has
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supplied some interesting particulars of the opening and closing~

scenes of the administration of Andros in Connecticut, which are not

to be found elsewhere. The volumes of “Usurpation” Papers, in

the Secretary’s ofiice at Boston have been examined in detail, and all

needful copies or extracts made therefrom. The invaluable collection

of “Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York,” pro

cured through the agency of Mr. 'Brodhead from the State Paper

Oflice in London, has contributed copies of several important papers.

The articles of misdemeanor, exhibited by Randolph against the col

ony, and the letter from the governor and council to the Earl of

Sunderland which was construed as a surrender of the charter,—both

of which are indispensable to a connected history of the period,—are

reprinted from Chalmers’ Political Annals.

At the end of the Appendix, are printed such portions of the

Records of the Commissioners of the United Colonies as are not com

prised in Mr. Hazard’s publication.

The Colony Records for the entire period comprised in this volume

are in the hand writing of the secretary, John Allyn. In transcribing

them, the same liberties have been taken, with punctuation, in the

disuse of capital letters, and the rejection of the short &, as in the

earlier volumes. In other respects, the peculiarities of the original

records have been closely followed.

Repetitions are printed in italics. Omissions are indicated by a

caret, or by the conjectural restoration of the missing words in italics,

within brackets. Words in brackets, in ordinary type, oifer conjec

tural readings, where portions of the original are mutilated or defaced,

or mark corrections of the text by collation with the original docu

ment from which the record was made.

Two or three orders and public acts which Mr. Allyn omitted to

record, have been restored to their places, on the authority of cotem

porary and authorized copies: but such additions to the record have,

in each instance, been noted, and so printed as to distinguish them

from the record itself.

The editor’s acknowledgments are due to the friends whose assist

ance, from time to time, has lightened his labors in the preparation of

this volume, and particularly to the oflicers of Yale College, for per

mission to make use of a. manuscript record of the laws made by Sir

Edmund Andros, and to George Brinley, Esq., of Hartford, for the

privilege of consulting his excellent library and for repeated loans of

rare historical tracts and works of reference. J. H. T.

SEcRETARY’s Orrroa, HARTFORD,

March 24th, 1859.
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[92] A COURT OF ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 9th,

1678.

These were nominated to stand for election :

Wm. Leete Esq’, Major Robt Treate Esq’, Mr. SamH

Willys, Major Nathan Gold, Major John Tallcott, Mr. Henry

Woolcott, Captn John Allyn, Mr. Wm. Joanes, Mr. James

Richards, Mr. Alexand: Bryant, Mr. James Bishop, Capt. John

Nash, Captn Tho: Topping, Mr. Math: Gilbertt, Captn Benj:

Newbery, Major Edw: Palmes, Mr. Andr: Leete, Mr. Tho:

Fitch, Mr. Samll Talcott, Mr. Robt Chapman, Captn Wm:

Fowler, Mr. Sam‘1 Sherman, Mr. Edw: Griswold, Mr. John

Mosse, Captn Wm. Curtice, Captn Danll Clarke, Mr. Danll

Witherell, Lnt Richd Olmstead, Mr. John Wadsworth.

These were elected:

Wm. Leete Esq‘, Governor.

Major Robt Treate Esq‘, Dept Gov’.

0

Assistants.

Mr. Sam11 Willys, Mr. James Richards,

Major Nath: Gold, Mr. Alex: Bryant,

Major John Tallcott, Mr. James Bishop,

1
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Mr. Henry Woolcott, Capt. John Nash,

Captll John Allyn, Capt. Tho: Topping,

Mr. WIn Joanes, Mr. Andr: Leete.“

Mr. WIn Pitkin, Treasuh

Capt“ John Allyn, SecretYy.

The Deputies of the General Court are

Mr. W111 Pitkin % for Hartford

Mr. Jona: Gilbert 10. Upon the petition

Captn Benj: Newberyl for Windsor of the inhabitants of _

John Loomys l Derby,f this Court

Ca tn John Chester doe see good reason

L11? Samll Tallcott } for WetherSfie1d' to grant the sayd peo

Mr. John Wadsworth ple of Derby free lib

Deacon Tho: Judd erty in an orderly way

Mr. Jehu Burr, to settle themselves

Mr. Richd Hubbell in a church state, and

Capt. Tho: Munson } for New Haven doe desire the Lord’s

Capt. Moses Mansfeild gracious blessing pres

MajorJohn Winthrop for New London ence to be with them,

Captn James Avery g ' guiding and directing

Captn Robert Chapman f S b k them therein.

Lnt Wm Pratt } or ay roo ' In regard of the

Mr. John Brackett - troubles that have
f W ll f d.Lnt Nath: Merryman § or a mg or been these late years,

Mr, Joseph Theale f S f d the Court see cause
Mr. Abram Ambler } or tam or ' to remitt unto the in

Mr. Giles Hamlin habitants of Derby

Mr. Nath: White their ordinary coun

Efor Farmington.

E for Fayrefeild.

g for Middleton.

Mr. John Bancks for Rye. try rates for three

Capt. John Beard f -If years to commence
Lnt Samll Eales § or M1 Ordl October next.

Captn Wm Curtice ; for tmtford. This Court doth

Mr. Jos: Hawly order that the Secre

Mr. Wm Leete for Guilford. tary shall send a war.

__—-——-———-_“__~__

ik Son of Governor Leete,—-now first elected an Assistant, in the place of Mr. Mat

thew Gilbert, of New Haven.

1 The petition, signed by (Rev.) John Bower, Jolm Hulls, and Joseph Hawkins, “ in

the name of the rest of our brethren and neighbours,” is in Ecclesiastical Papers,

V01. 1. No. 46. It is in the handwriting of Mr. Bower.
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Ens. Jarrad Spencer ; for Haddam rant to those who

Georg Gates ' . were Listers in the

Mr. Wm Hoadly f B df d year 1676 at Strat

Samuel Pond E or ran or ' ford, that they ap

Mr. Edw: Griswould

LM Henry Crane

Sarj: Waltr Hoyte

Sarj: John Bowden

peare before the Court

on Wednesday next

to give an accot of

‘ what cattell there was

Mr. Math: Griswold left out of the list in

Mr. Richd Smith that yeare,whioh were

Mr. James Fitch § for Norwich wintered there, and to

Lnt Tho: Tracy make answer for their

E for Kellingworth,

z for Norwal&.

} for Lyme.

- . Captl1 Georg Denison § for Stoningtom contempt in not at

Lnt Samuel Mason tending the Court’s

order, and to sattisfy what damages the country hath received

by their neglect.

This Court doth nominate and appoynt Lnt Joseph Judson,

Mr. John Bankes and Captn WHYI Curtice to be a committee to

veiv:7 the lands between Milford and Derby, and to present to

the Court in October next their opinion where it is convenient ‘

the west line of Milford and the east line of Derby shall runn,

and they are allso to endeavoure to make an aocomandation

between the people of those two towns respecting the same.

This Court doe desire and appoynt Major John Tallcott,

Captll John Allyn, Mr. James Richards, they or any two of

them to take the suddainest season and to use the best instru

ments they may, to gain the best certainty they can obtayn of

the line between the Massachusetts colony and this colony,

where it runns, and this to be done at the country charge?‘

*Massachusetts, insisting upon the validity of Woodward and Safl"ery’s line, of

1642, east of Connecticut River, caused a continuation of it to be run on the west side

of the River, by James Taylor, in October, 1671. Taylor’s line, commencing at “ the

house of John Bissell, against the old ferry place," gave to Massachusetts nearly one

half of the township of Windsor as granted by Connecticut. On a remonstrance

from Connecticut, the General Court of Massachusetts consented, May, 1672, that the

bounds of Windsor might extend northward to the foot of the falls in Connecticut

River and so far above “as to state and settle the bounds between us, forty rods

below the foot of the great Island against the falls.” Mass. Rec.,lV. p. 2, page 529.

In June, 1674, the Massachusetts Court confirmed the bounds of the new plantation

of Suflield, granted Oct., 1670, the south line extending due west from the river

“ about half a mile below the island near the foot of the Falls." Id. V. 12.
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11. Thomas Burnam complayned to this court that he had

some wrong done him by the serving of an execution vpon

his land at Podunck, &c. This Court doth desire and appoynt

Mr. John Brocket and Mr. Mathew Griswould to goe as

speedily [as] they can thither and veiw and measure the land

and make report to the Court how they find the matter.

Vpon the motion of Mr. Jos: Hawly,* this Court doe

appoynt the Administratrix of the estate of Captn Marshall

deceassed, to put the sd Mr. Hawly in possession of the land

that was purchassed of LM Jos: Hull, to be to her in right of

his wife, according to the will of Captn Samll Marshall, all

wayes provided that the thirds of that land layd out to the

[93] ,widdow remayn to her dureing dureing life, the

reversion of it to be and remayne according as it is ordered

and dissposed by the will of the sayd Captn Marshall.

Elusare Smith haveing lost his house by fire &c. this Court

upon the petition of Mr. Hill doe remitt his country rate for

the year past.

Livetenant David Wilton being deceassed, and LM Mawdsley

‘departed out of this Colony, Return Strong and Nath: Biss'e1l

are appoynted by this Court in the stead of those gentlemen

to assist in the management of the affayres of Capt11 Samll

Marshall, according to order of Court, October 11th, 1676.1L

This Court doe see cause to grant a yeare longer liberty

 

The inhabitants of Windsor finding the settling of the new plantation above them

“to be very pernicious if not destructive to [their] future comfort, in obstructing

[their] liberty of supply for building and fencing timber, as also for [their] cattle’s

feed,” petition the General Court “ that there may be some effectual course settled for

the running of the line betwixt ‘the two colonies, at the common charge; or otherwise,

if your Honours see meet to grant this Plantation the advantage that may be

obtained by it, we shall be willing to adventure the charge of running the line, that

so there may be some speedy decision of the rights of each colony,” &c. Colon.

Boundaries, I11. 7.

*Mr. Joseph Hawley (of Northampton,) marr. Lydia, dau. of Capt. Samuel Mar

shall, of Windsor, who was killed in the Narragansett “ Fort Fight,” Dec. 19th, 1675.

Capt. Marsha11’s will (Prob. Rec. III. 148),executed Sept. 4th, 1675, gave his daughter

Lydia, the land “ bought of Lieut. Josiah‘ Hu_-ll of Homonoscitt.” Mr. Hawley peti

tioned to be put in possession of this estatefarpart of which had been set out with the

widow’s thirds, by order of Court. P1-iv. Controversies, l. 155.

1 Vol. II. 291. Lieut. David Wilton, who died at Northampton, Feb. 5, 1678, was

the father of Capt. Marshall's wife. Lieut. John Maudsley had removed to Westfield,

and was admitted a freeman of Massachusetts colony, May, 1678.
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for creditors to make up their accots with their debtors, any

law to the contrary notwithstanding.*

This Court doth nominate and appoynt these following to

be commissioners of the severall plantations for the yeare

ensueing, viz: Captn Benj: Newbery, for Windsor & Sims

bury; Captn John Chester & L“ Samll Tallcott, for Wethers

feild; Mr. John Wadswo1'th, for Farmington; Mr. Hamlin &

L“ White, for Middleton & Haddum; Captn Chapman & L“

Pratt, for Saybrooke & Lime ; Mr. Ja.mes,Fitch & L“ Tho:

Tracey, for Norwich; Mr. Samuell Mason & Mr. Tho: Minor,

for Stoneington; Major Edward Palmes is appoynted commis

sioner for the whole county of New London, and Captn Avery &

Mr. Daniel Witherell, for New London ; Mr. Griswold, for Kell

ingworth; Mr. Moss & L“ Merriman, for VVallingford; Mr.

Sherman & Captll Curtice, for Stratford & Woodbury; Mr. Wnn

Hill & Mr. Jehu Burr, for Fayrefeild ; L“ Olmsted & Mr.

Tho: Fitch, for Norwalke ; Mr. Lawes & Mr. Holly, for Stand

ford, Greenwich & Rye. L“ Joseph Horton of Rye is com

missionated to grant warrants and to marry persons.

Freemen propoWnded : Abram Brunson, Mathew Griswould,

John Bowrden, of Lyme ; John Rose,Jo1m Taynter and Fran

ces Tyler. '

May 13. Vpon the petition of Sam11 Haule,’r this Court

 

* Mr. Thomas Yale, of Wallingford, petitioned, in behalf of Major Thomas Clarke

of Boston, the owner of the iron works of New Haven, that, “considering the great

loss that the said Major hath sustayned by the late tremendous Indian warr, in the

easterne parts of this country, and is like also to doe in the workes heare, by d®ts and

other wayes,” the Court would be pleased to grant one year’s respite more, for the

settling of aecounts,—the indulgence which had already been granted, “not having

had the desired efi‘ect on the accounts of the Iron Works.” Priv. Controv. I. 152.

f War, I. 137. Samuel Hall, of Fairfield, was a soldier in Capt. Seeley’s company,

in the campaign of November and December, 1675, and at the Narragansett ‘Fort

Fight, “when,” as he says in his petition, “ I was not in the rear, but when Capt.

Mason was shot I was just before him when he fell down, and shook him by the hand,

I being shot down, before, in that very place, so that he fell very near me. But Capt.

Mason got up again and went forth, and I lay bleeding there in the snow, and hearing

the word commanded to set fire on the wigwams, I considered I should be burned if I

did not crawl away. It pleased God to give me strength to get up and get out, with

my catlass in my hand, notwithstanding I had received at that four bullets, two in

each thigh, as was manifest afterwards.” His great coat and knapsack with all his

clothing were lost, and he was compelled to lie in his blood upon the straw, “having

not else to drink but water, and ice with it,” for several days after the fight: was then

carted to the water side, and carried on board a vesselto be conveyed to Rhode Island,
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grant him forty three shillings that is behinde of his rate and

séven shillings more, besides what is due for his petition, in

consideration of his loss of cloathes &c. at the Swamp fight.

This Court grants John Hubbell in consideration of his

loss of one of his fingers and cure &c. one hundred acres of

lands, provided he take it up where it may not pfljudice any

former grant to a. plantation or perticular person.

This Court being informed of sundry parcells of land that

were sold by John Robbins to Anthony Howde in his life time,

and since, by the relict of Howd, now Elizabeth Nash, with

John Nash her husband, past over to Wm Hoadly as by a deed

of sale dated February 8, 1677, will more fully appeare, the

grownd and reasons thereof being made known to the Court,

the Court approues of the sale and order it to be so certifyed

by the Secretry in the sayd deed.

Whereas Hezikiah Gaylerd* dyed possest of land, and his

estate was indebted, to answer which debts it will be requisit

that some lands be dissposed to sale to answer those debts, this

Court therefore doe desire and impower John Porter, Jacob

Drake, and sarjant John Gayler to assist the administrator in

the disspose of so much land or other estate of the deceased

as may answer his just debts ; and what any two of these with

the administrator shall make sale of, for the ends afoarsayd,

shall [be] good in law to the makeing of the same firm to the

buyer to all intents and purposes; and they are advised in the

disspose of such lands to grant the bretheren of the deceassed

the first refuseall of such lands.

This Court doe request the Hono!d Gouernor that he

would be pleased to take up his habitation in Hartford to

attend the occasions of the country as Governor: and the

Court doe grant the GovernoIF one hundred pownd salery as he

is Governor for the yeare ensueing.

 

.where he remained until able to go on crutches, suffering greatly, in the extreme cold,

for want of suitable clothing. He asks compensation for his loss, which he estimates

at £5. 12.

* Hezekiah Gaylord, of Windsor, died Sept. 12, 1677. “ The brethren and sisters

are John Gaylord, Wm. Gaylord, Ann Phelps, Hanna Crandall, Jos. Gaylord, Nath.

Gaylord. The two last are onely by the father.” Hartford Co. Prob. Rec. 111. 198,

where the inventory is recorded.
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Whereas in the law title Attachments, fo: 4, 5, there is

liberty granted for attachments upon speciall pay engaged,

this Court declares that that speciall pay is to be made appeare

that it was engaged by writeing or word of mouth when the

goods or consideration given for the same was taken up by the

debtor, and in case this be not made appeare to the satisfac

tion of the court by the plaintife, the judges before whome

such case shall be tryed are to grant a non suit in the case.

And whereas it is farther expressed in the law that the estate

attached upon judgment shall be apprized to answer the judg

ment, this Court declares that in case the debtor doth present

the specia engaged to answer the judgment of court, upon the

_ delivery of the same, provided it be within one moneth after

judgment given upon the case, the estate attached shall be

released to the debtor. ~

The Governor and Captain Allyn were chosen Commission

ers for the United Colonys for the year ensueing, and Major

Rob‘ Treat is chosen a reserve.

[94] _Whereas this Court have been informed that some of

Stratford have been claiming and laying out of land upon

Golden Hill to themselves, Which hath been setled upon the

Indians by agreement in this Court about nineteen years since,*

the Indians haueing carryed orderly and peaceable towards vs,

and having not relinquished there right in the sayd Golden

Hill, the Court confirms the same to the sayd Indians, accord

ing to former grant, without molestation: and this Court

orders that the sayd Indians shall not be molested or interupted

in their right there untill they doe wholly relinquish there

right publiquely, and com and record the same before this

Court. This Court allowes the Indians two coats, to be deliv

cred them by Stratford, for theire trouble.

This Court appoynts Mr. Tho: Fitch, Mr. John Bankes and

Mr. Jos: Theale to be a committee to lay out the bownds

between Standford and Norwalke according to the grant of

the Court.

 

1* Vol. I. 885, 336; and orders of the Court of magistrates, Mar. 7, 165b-9, (recited

in a petition) in ‘ Indians,’ II. 147.
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In answer to the people of Paquanakef this Court doth

recommend it to the county court of Fayrefeild to grant vnto

the inhabitants of Paquanake so much out of their county

revennues by customes, fines &c., so much as their rates shall

come to, towards the mayntenance of a gramer schoole at

Fayrefeild ; and allso this Court doth recommend it to the sd

court of Fayrefeild to emprove so much of their county reve

nues as they can spare besides, for the settlement and incour

agment of a gramer schoole there.

This Court doth nominate and appoynt Capt. James Avery,

Captn George Denison and Livetenant /\ to be a

committee to consider where may be a suitable tract of land

for Mamohowe and the Pequits wth him to plant in,’r and to

contrive that the same may be as convenient as may be, and

near the sea if it be to be procured on reasonable tearmes,

 

_ ock. They live almost four miles distant from the centre of the town, and find “it

1* Colleges St Schools, I. 6. Petition, dated Fairfield, May 7th, 1678, signed by Isak

Wheeler, John Odell and Mathew Sharwood, in the name of the inhabitants of Poquan~

very diflicult to get [their] children educated at school, and if any, none but the

greatest, whom [they] cannot spare to send constantly abroad." They have hired a

schoolmaster, “who hath been approved on that account" in several towns in the

colony; and they had forty-seven children already entered at school, besides several

others who could not be spared except in winter. They desire no help from the town

for the support of this school, but ask that they “may be freed from paying to the

town in reference to their school.” The town had refused to grant them this exemp

tion.

The Rev. Samuel Wakeman adds his recommendation of the petition to the favor

able action of the Court. “The above petition brought unto me for my advice &

countenance findes me as an unfeighned wellwiller to ye (as I thinke) honest scope of

your said petitioners, & carries with it so reasonable an aspect, y‘ I am bold to sub

ioyne my humble request to theyrs, (yl other ditficulties being salved (if it may be)

by your prudent interposition & direction) yY may finds you ready to grant theyr

desirs & further them in theyr wel meant motions.”

1‘ “ May 13, 1678. A paper was p"sented wherein the Mistick Indians under Momoho

desire that he should have the sole rule of them under the English; thereby to shift

Cassasinamon’s authority. >

2. That they may have land assigned to them as their own to plant on, and not

that they be allwayes forced to hire.

To the first proposition (Mamohoe’s messeng" that signed to the writing) we

enquired why they made such a motion to be under Momoho? Hath Robbin done

you any wrong? If he hath, declare it. If he hath done you none, then why do you

trouble vs with such propositions? All that we can gett is, they are mute, being

ashamed of the proposeall.

To the second proposition for land certayn, as their own, to plant on, is referred to

ye consideration of ye Court.” Minutes of Committee for hearing Indian complaints;

Indians, I. 36.
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of which they are'to make return to the Court in October

next.

Whereas this Court formerly in May and October granted

that that parcell of peag left in the hands of Mr. Tho: ‘Stan

ton, now deceassed, should be by him delivered to Robin ‘Cas

sinamun, which hath been by order of Court demanded of Mr.

Stanton and by him neglected to be payd,* this Court being

informed that the quantity of peag is one hundred fathom,

doe order the secretary to grant Robbin Cassinamun an exe

cution against the estate left by Mr. Tho: Stanton deceassed,

for one hundred fathome of peage or the full value thereof, to

be apprized to be apprized by Capt11 James Avery and Captn

Pembleton. The execution is to be directed unto the Marshall

of the county of New London, whoe is to serve the execution,

and deliver the estate when apprized to Robin Cassinamun.

The execution is not to be served before June the first.

This Court grants the Widow Osborn liberty to transport to

Boston thirty two hides annually .for three years next follow

ing, provided the hides be dissposed for the payment of a pur

chass she hath made of a house and land which did belong to

Noadiah Russell, the money being for his maintenance at col

ledge.1'

. As an addition to the law title Schooles, This Court now see

cause to order that every town, when the Lord shall have

increased their numbers to thirty famalys, they shall have and

mayntaine a schoole to teach children to read and to write,

upon the penalty exprest in the former order of this Court.

15. Mr. Wm Leete, Lnt Merriman are permitted to depart

the Court wthout offence, they being ill, and speciall occas

ions calling them ofll ‘

Whereas this Court, June 15, ’59, appoynted Hugh Calking,

James Morgan and James Avery to lay out the Governo"

grant of land to him according to his grant,i the Court ads,

*“ Robbin Cassasinamon oomplaynes that he cannot get his wompampeage of Mr.

Tho. Stanton sen‘, although demanded (before his death) upon yc Gem: Court ordr in

Oct.ob' last.” Indians, I. 36. See Vol. II. 326, and note.

1 See Vol. H. 828. '

1 See Vol. L 837, 338. This grant of 1600 acres was to the then governor, Winthrop.

2
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that they or any two'of theni are to lay out his grant accord

ing to the grant.

This Court having fully heard the allegations and pleas

about the divideing lyne and bownds of the east side of the

River, between Hartford and Windsor, doe order that the five

mile granted, 1672, shall run due east fromfrom the sowth

corner of the variation where the lyne between Windsor and

Hartford was last stated, and what land is of the north side

of the sayd line is to belong to Windsor, and what is of the

sowth side of the sayd line is to belong to Hartford towne,

the bredth of their bownds.

Vpon the petition of the Towne of Woodbury that this

Court would be pleased to make some order that might enforce

the people who have taken up lotts in Woodbury to come and

inhabitt there, This Court orders that all persons whoe have

taken up land there, doe, within a moneth after notice hereof,

give in their answer to the townsmen of Woodbury that they

will com and inhabit in Woodbury (and continue there the

space appoynted,) by the first of November next; and all

such as doe not give answer as afoarsayd, or com and inhabit

at Woodbury as afoarsayd, shall loose all their rights in lands

and acoomadations at Woodbury, according to a former order

of the towne. And this Court doth desire and appoynt the

[95] former committee appoynted by this Court II to veiw the

lands of Woodbury,-and to consider what may be convenient

for their bowndes, and make report thereof to the Court in

October next.

And in regard the progress of the planting of that planta

tion hath been retarded by the late warr, and they have not

recd the benefitt expected in the grant of the Generall Court

which exempted them from rates for three yeares, This Court

sees meet to grant them, the town of Woodbury, viz: the per

sons there inhabiting, a farther exemption from country rates

for there estates at Woodbury, for the space of two yeares

from October next. '

Mr. David Mitchell, Mr. Richard Booth and Sarjant Jeremy

Judson appeareing before the Court according to summons,

gave an aocot of the reason of the faylure which prvented the
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attendance of the order of _the General] Court in makeing a

return of that estate left out of the list by Woodbury men

which was at Stratford, and allthough they have ‘not been so

circumspect as they ought, yet their apology is accepted and

they are dismist farther attendance this Court : onely it is

expected and by this Court required that the afoarsayd Gentn

do deliver the names of those who neglected or refused to

give in their lists of estates, with what they left out as neer as

they can, to Captn Curtice, whoe is to summon them to appeare

before the court at _Fayrefeild ; and ‘the honoured court of

Fayrefeild are by this Court desired to examine the case, and

make due provission that what belongs to the country, for the

state left out, be secured for the country’s use.

This Court for good reason doe see cause to confirme Abram

Brunson LB" and Joseph Peck to be Ensigne of the Trained

Band of Lyme. '

Whereas the Troope in the county of Hartford in their first

constitution had sundry imunities and priviledges granted them

to encourage them to list, provide and accomadate themselves

with horss, armes and amunition according to law, in those difi’i

cult times when horses were of ‘great value and such armes

scarce, the foresd priuiledges being now denyed to those who

have listed themselves in the other courltyes is som what grevious

to them, and the matter being examined by this Court whither

the former immunities were stated upon the Troop as a Troop or

upon those whoe were the first listers, doe finde that it was

onely stated upon those then listed and not entailed to their

successors ; and being willing to encourage the Troop as well

 

* See Vol. II. 317: Militia, I. Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7. This confirmation was not hastily

given. The previous October, the Court “deferred granting approbation” to the

choice of 1: Lieutenant, and appointed Mr. Mathew Griswold to fill the oflice until

another should be chosen “ to more general satisfaction." The remonstrants against

Lieut. Brunson’s confirmation declare themselves “ possessed with many fears what

will become of our sweet and pretious peace which the Most High, praysed be his

name, hath favoured us with." Mr. Joseph Peck was the opposing candidate. The

election appears to have been made with all due forrnality. “ That it might be carried

on in a solemn way, there was at least a fortnight’s warning given before the choice:

and the Reverend Mr. Noyes was desired to a sermon, at the time, which he was

pleased accordingly to attend: and Capt. Chapman and Lieut. Pratt were pleased to

afford their company, at the time of choice." The vote, it appears, was nearly

equally divided.
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as Foote, have thought meet to order, and it is ordered by this

Court, that those whoe are yet continnued in the Troop whoe

were first listed in that list presented to the Generall Court

by Capt“ Allyn and Capt“ Clarke,‘ shall yearly receive theire

noble for their good service, dureing their continuance in the

Troope ; and they and all others of what Troop soever in this

colony that are or shall be listed by order and approbation of

this Court, shall have their horses‘ rate free in all country

rates, and shall be bownd to troop but three times in the

yeare; and the clarkes and trumpeters of euery Troope, to

encourage them in their service and worke, are allowed ten

shillings p yeare ; which is all the encouragement this Court

sees reason at prsent to grant to the Troopes in this colony;

and that which they require of them is, that each trooper

commander and others shall be provided W"I a good and ser

viceable horss, sword, case of pistolls and holsters, carduce box

or other suitable provission for his powder and bulletts; and

that upon faylure of these, he be punished according to law;

and for his absence from training, that he pay five shillings p

day; and that he attend su_ch service as he shallzbe called to

for the defence of the country, when called thereto by the

authority of this colony. And allthough the captaine and

cornett of the county of Hartford have desired to lay down

or resigne up their places to this Court, this Court doe not

accept of their resignation, but desire them to continue in

their sayd places and encourage their Troope to doe the like.

This Court upon the petition of Mr. Richard Haughton, see

suflicient reason to appoynt the court of New London to take

the case into their examination, and to cause the sayd Joseph

Horton to appeare before them, and in case they finde the

petitioner makeing good what is prsented in his petition,

(which is to be returned to the court of New London,) the

sayd court is desired to take sutficient order that the sayd

writeing be returned to Mr. Horton by his sonn and the record

in the town booke be cancelled, and just sattisfaction returned

to Mr. Horton for what is detayned by the sayd Joseph Horton

his sonn. The pay for this petition is forgiven.

 

* Vol. I. 299, 809.
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. In full sattisfaction for Captu Mason his good service and

time he lay wounded,* there is tenn pownds to be allowed to

the widdow to be payd out of the country rate. ’

This Court haueing considered the petition of Captn Avery,

in behalfe of the people on the east side of New London River,f

petitioning that they might have liberty to provide themselves

of a minister to disspense the word of God to them, &c. as p

the petition on file may appeare, the Court haueing heard and

considered the case and what hath been objected against it by

agents of the Towne of New London, doe declare that they

cannot but compassionate the condition of the people of Lon

don that have such troublesome passage to the worship of God,

and yet they cannot see reason to answer the desires of the

petitioners at present, but advise them cheerfully to a carry

ing on of the worke of God in their pYsent state vnite, and

when God shall have blessed and increased their numbers and

states so as that there may be a likelyhood of theire comfort

able and honourable mayntaining of two ministers in that

towne, and in such case when they are soe accomplished to

the sattisfaction of this Court, they may have a minister on

that side, but not to be a disstinct township without the free

consent of the people on the west side of the river and appro

bation of this Court.

Mr. Joseph Whiting was chosen Treasurer for the year en

sueing, Mr. Pitkin refuseing to accept of the same.:l: .

This Court haveing heard what hath been prsented by

 

*‘ Capt. John Mason, (son of Major Ma.son,) died, Sept. 1676, of wounds received in

the Narragansett Fort Fight.

1' Ecclesiastical Papers, I. 47. Capt. Avery states that there were about twenty

eight families then living on the east side of the river. They were obliged to cross a.

ferry of nearly a mile, and, many of them, to travel six or seven miles, to attend pub

lic worship. New London had not consented to their request to be allowed to employ

a minister of their own, and at their own charge. They had therefore applied to the

Court.

1: Mr. Pitkin’s resignation is in Finance & Currency, I. 2. His successor, Mr. Joseph

Whiting, was a son of Mr. Wm. Whiting, (the magistrate). He marr. Mary, dau. of

Major John Pynchon, and for a time lived at Westfield. In May, 1675, he was admit

ted a freeman of Massachusetts colony. After the death of his wife he returned to

Hartford, where he marr. Anna, dau. of Secretary John Allyn, (a cousin of his first

wife, and gr. dau. of William Pynchon). Mr. Whiting was continued in oflice as

Treasurer, until his death in 1717, when he was succeeded by his son, John Whiting.

Goodwin’s Geneal. Notes, 844: Col. Records.

Q
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Thomas Burnam and Barth: Barnard, doe see no cause t'o

make any alteration of the settlement this Court made for

merly of those Podunck lands.

[96] Thomas Heart was by this Court approved to be ensign of

the traine band of Farmington.

This Court doe grant the Tanners liberty to purchasse hides

from without the colony and to pay for them in leather, and

such and so much leather may be transported out of the col

ony, and no more upon the penalty of forfeiture of the full

value thereof. This to stand dureing the Court’s pleasure.

This Court doth repeal-the former orders made last Court

for the regulating of tafiers and shoemakers.

This Court doth grant Marshall Grave the salery of fifteen

pownds p year till the Court order otherwise.

This Court doth grant the Treasurer’s salery for the yeare

ensueing to be twentyfive pound.

This Court doth grant Mr. Pruddon ten pownds for his

preaching at Rye, to be payd out of the country rate there.

This Court doth remitt to the widdow of Ens: Wm Warde

what she was to pay for an Indian boy.*

This Court doth admit Joseph Hand, John Babcock and

Ebenezer Johnson to be Freemen.

This Court grants unto Mr. Roger Williams of Providence,

as a gratuity for his courtesy to our army &c., the surhe of

tefl pownds, and this Court doe desire Major Tallcot to take

care for the convayance of the sayd corn to Mr. Williams, and

to write to him in the name of the Court and acquaint him

therewith.

This Court desire and impower Mr. Pitkin to act as Treas

urer untill there be another Treasurer setled and sworne.

This Court doth impower the widdow of John Willcox to

confirm unto Isack Johnson, by a deed of sale, a parcell of

land that was sold to him by her husband sometime before his

death.
 

* Ensign Ward was killed in the Narragansett war. The Indian boy was one of the

captives or snrrenderers sold, on the colony's account, for ten years’ service. Letter

from Major Nathan Gold, War, I. 136: Col. Rec. I. 298.
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17. This Court doth remitt to Thomas Lupton his country

rate for the year past.

This Court doe desire and appoynt Major Robt Treate and

Major John Tallcott to keep court at New London, and to

accomplish the business with the Indians, and settle them

according as they shall see good reason.

This Court appoynts Mr. Bur to administer the oath to the

com" in Fayrefeild county.

This Court impowers Lnt Pratt to administer the oath of

com" to Captll Chapman.

This Court doth remitt to Capt!I George Denison what is due

from him for an Indian man and woman and child that were

in his hands when Captn Chapman cam for the surrenderers,

as a gratuity for his good service in the late war."‘

This Court doth leave it with the Governor and Assistants

upon the place here to appoynt some suitable time or times to

seeke the face and favoure of God by publique humiliation

and prayer, and to incert the grownds and reasons of the same

in their order.

This Court doth nominate and appoynt the Governor, Dept

GovI and Assistll upon this place to be a standing councill to

issue all such occasions and matters as shall fall in in the

intervalls of the Generall Court, provided the Governor or

Dept Governor and three Assistants be allwayes present at

such issues and conclusions. '

This Court confirmes and ratifyes the deed of sale that was

made by Samuel Elmor to Edward Elmore, which deed was

dated April 16, 1677, and order the Secfy to incert the same

on the deed.

In answer to a writeing presented to this Court by Captn

Wayt Winthrop-f in behalfe of som Gent", declareing their

request to this Court for or readiness to approve theire setleing

plantations in the Narrogancet country with suitable inhabit

ants and free planters under this Goverment and their order

from time to time, This Court grants their request so far that

they may go on to indeavour and to accomplish such a setleing of

one plantation there, but not to exceed one hundred and fifty

=* See Vol. II. 810. tAppend.ix; No. I.
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famalyes, so as may best promoate religion, civility and safety

to the sayd inhabitants, provided it be accomplished in three

yeares; wherein the committee appoynted by this Court are

to state the bownds, form and mafier of the sayd plantation.

This Court reserving notwithstanding their power to grant

and settle other plantations in ajacent parts of that country for

0Ir owne people and others that may need and shall desire lands

there, and to determine what sattisfaction shall be made for

those GentH8 disbursments, whome we expect should use such

moderation as may give best incouragment to planters,,wherby

so good a worke may be effected ‘and his Matias scope in or

charter for planting the wilderness be promoated.

The Court’s adjourned till the Govr or Dept. GovIr see cause

to call them againe.

 

[97] A Snssmn or THE GENERALL Oounr HELD IN HART

ronn, Ooronr 10"\, 1678.

Wm Leete Esqr, Governor.

Major Robt Treat Esqr, Dept Go_v'.

Mr. Sam“ Willys, Mr. James Richards,

Major John Talloott, Mr. James Bishop,

Mr. Henry Woolcott, Captn John Nash.

Captn John Allyn,

Deputies.

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Ens: Nath: Standly; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj: Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Mr. John Wadsworth, Captn John Standly ; for Farmington.

Captn John Beard, Lnt Sam“ Eales; for Milford.

LM John Bankes, Mr. John Wheeler; for Fairefeild.

Mr. James Fitch, Lnt Tho: Tracey ; for Norwich.

Ens: John Grave, Deacon Wm Johnson; for Guilford. _

LM Nath: Merryman, Mr. John Brooket; for Wallingford.

Mr. Wm Measure, Richd Smith; for Lyme.

Captn Dan“ Harris, Ens: Wm Cheeney; for Middleton._

Marke_Sension, John Platt; for Norwalke.

Mr. Jos: Theale, Mr. Abram Ambler; for Standford.
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Ens. Jarad Spencer, George Gates; for Haddum.

Wm Hoadly, Samll Pond ; for Brandford.

Timothy Knap; for Rye. .

Mr. Win Pitkin, Mr. John Bankes; for Greenwich.

Wm Bradly, John Chidsey ; for New Haven.

Capt" John Chester, Lnt Samll Tallcot ; for Wethersfeild.

Mr. WIn Parker, Mr. Robt Lay; for Saybrooke.

Mr. Edward Griswold; for Kelingworth.

Major Edw: Palmes, Mr. Charles Hill ; for N. London‘.

Lnt Samll Mason; for Stoneington.

Captn WIn Curtice, Mr. Francis Hall ; for Stratford.

The list of the Estates of the severall Townes in this colony

225.1...
227 Hartford persons & estates are 16299 00 00%

216 Windsor persons & estates are 13394 00 00

294 New Haven persons & estates are 13713 00 00

96 Guilford persons & estates are 05950 00 00

163 Milford persons & estates are 08762 00 00

177 Fayrefeild persons & estates are 10500 00 00

38 Greenwich persons & estates are 01962 00 O0

60 Lyme persons & estates are 03568 00 00

32 Haddum persons & estates are 01623 00 00

70 Norwalke persons &.estates are 04612 00 00

44 Rye persons & estates are 02122 00 00

41 Kenilworth persons & estates are 02066 00 00

49 Brandford persons & estates are 02492 00 00

49 Wallingford persons & estates are 02346 00 00

78 Norwich persons & estates are 05132 00 00

102 Midleton persons & estates are 04927 00 00

88 Standford persons & estates are 05340 00 00

162 New London persons & estates are 08899 00 00

90 Saybrooke persons & estates are 05625 00 00

100 Stratford persons & estates are 06876 00 00

170 Wethersfeild persons & estates are 11701 00 00
89 Stoneington persons & estates are I 05775 00 00

Farmington persons & estates are 06 00 00

This Court voted that thos Indian male servants that live

3
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w"I the English shall be put into the list and rated as other

persons, for this pYsent yeare and for the time to come vntill

farther order; and that the deputies of this prsent Court

make return to the Secretary of such as are not now listed in

their townes, forthwith.

Vpon the motion of the deputies of Lyme, in behalfe of Mr.

Noyce and other christian people, that this Court would grant

them their liberty and countenance to gather into church

society, This Court haveing considered the same are willing to

countenance them in their regular proceedings therein, and

doe grant them their approbation and incouragement in so

good a worke, provided they doe take the approbation of

neighbour churches therein and attend the lawes of this

colony. _

Vpon the motion of Sarjt Nath: Holte, that this Court

would consider his disinablement by reason of his wounds he

reced by the enemie in the country’s service, they having con

sidered the same granted him the sum of five pownds in full

sattisfaction for his service and damage received by sayd

wounds.

Vpon the motion of Sarjt Abram Fowler, that the Court

would consider his disinablement by reason of his wounds

he recd by the enemie in the country’s service, they haveing

considered the same granted him the sum of foure pownds

in full sattisfaction for his service and damage reced by sayd

wounds.

John Wheeler being complayned of for contemptuous car

riage towards the county court at New London, Septr last, in

saying to the court, in open court, What doe you sitt here to

pick men’s pockets, the Court haveing considered the case

doe adjudg the sayd Wheeler to pay a fine of five pownds for

his miscarriage, and to be committed and continued in prison

till he hath payd the sayd surhe or given suflicient securety to

the sattisfaction of the Treasurer for the payment of the 7

same.*

This Court in consideration of damage Mr. Gardner hath

 

* Mr. Whee1er’s petition for remission of this penalty, and pardon for his offence, is

in Priv. Controv. I. 158. .
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received by non-payment of money due from the country &c.

have seen causé as a finall issue of the same doe grant him

the sume of fifteen pownds for his damage.

This Court grants a rate of three pence upon the pound of

all the rateable estate of the colony to be payd in wheat, pease

and Indian corn a third of each, or porck at three pownds ten

abarrell, the barrell being full sized and well repact by the

sworn paoke_r, winter wheat foure shillings six pence p bush

ell, summer wheat foure shillings, pease three shillings p

[98] bushell, and Indian 'corne two shillings six pence p

bushell, all to be good and merchantable: and in case any pay

more pease or Indian corne than a third of each, what is so

over payd in pease shall goe at two shillings six pence p bushell

and Indian at two shillings p bushell.

This Court doe see cause to comply with the recomendation

of the commissioners in the pub: fast,* and doe order it accord

ingly.

This Court haveing considered the petition of Thomas

Joanes and Thomas Williams that they may have some abate

ment of their fines for selling liqrs to the Indians, doe see no

cause to make abatement thereof, but leaue it with the county

court to consider and doe in the same as they shall see ' good

reason.

This Court have nominated and appoynted Mr. VVm Pitkin

and Mr. John Wadsworth to attend the meeting of the com

missioners in March next, at Plimouth, to meete with the

committee of the other colonyes and to joyne with them in

the disspose and sale of the conquered lands.’r

This Court doth order that Hartford Troope shall be alowed

 

* “ The Commissioners of the United Colonies [at Hartford, Sept. 1678] doe agree

to commend to their several General Courts, that the third Thursday in November

next may by all their peoplejointly [be] set apart and kept a solemn day of fasting

and prayer, to the end that they may humble themselves before the Lord and seek his

face.” Rec. Comm’rs of U. Colonies. - '

T The Commissioners, after a partial settlement of accounts between the Colonies,

for the expenses of the Indian war, adjourned to meet at Plymouth, on the third

Thursday in March, 1679, to consider “the advantage gained by sale of persons, lands

or goods, already made by either colony,” and “ to dispose of what remains, in lands

or otherwise, by a committee appointed by the General Courts or Councils of each

Colony." Dated, Sept. 19th, 1678. See Records of Comm’rs, at the end of this

volume.
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the surhe of six and eight pence to forty of them, those whoe

were first listed, provided they doe attend the orders of the

Court respecting theire armes and troopeing &c.

This Court doth grant the Honord Dep: Governof, Major

Robt Treat, wth Mr. Bryant Senior, or Junior, Captn John

Bird, Lut Samll Eales, liberty to veiw and buy convenient

land for a plantation in those adjacent places about Pototuck,

Wiantenuck, or thereabouts ; and when the sayd land is pur

chassed, it shall remayne to be dissposed as the Court shall see

cause and reason to order for the planting of it.

This Court considering the great goodness and mercy of

God to his people in this colony the year past, in continueing

unto us his glorious Gospell and the good things of‘his house,

and those civill immunities and priviledges his Matie hath

been pleased to grant unto us, and allso for the good measure

of health hath been injoyed by the people of this colony, that

that infection which hath been very greivous in or neighbour

colony‘, and allso began in this, hath through the mercy of

God been stayed, so that it hath not as yet spread in the plan

tations or famalys of this colony, and the comfortable harvest

we have had, wth the peace we doe enjoy, hath moved this

Court to set apart the last day of this instant October, to be

solemnly kept throughout this colony, a day of publique

Thankesgiveing to bless and prayse the Lord or God for his

great mercy and goodnes to his people manifested in the

former respects.

This Court upon the recomendation of the commissioners

 

*The small pox was introduced into Massachusetts by a vessel which arrived at

' Nantasket, July 10, 1677. (Foster’s Almanac, 1679.)

“ The winter of this year [1677-8], y8 small pox was very rife in Boston and Charles

town wrof many dyed. It rages this Spring tho: not so mortall as in the winter.” In

1678, “ The small pox wch began ye last year continued still (in Boston espec: ) wrof 2

or 300 dyed and seuerall of note & great use, and it rages still as much as ever."

(Rev. Simon Bradstreet’s Journal.) Sept. 22d, John Hull writes, “ to this time there

were about eighty persons at Gharlestown that died of the small pox, and about seven

hundred that have had the disease ” since its first appearance in July, 1677: and, to

Oct. 3, “ about one hundred and eighty persons had died in Boston.” (Hull’s Diary;

Trans. Amer. Antiq. Soc. III. 244.) The disease subsequently made its appearance in

New York; and in April, 1679, the Governor and Council interdicted communication

with that province, as they had before done with Massachusetts. See Appendix; No.

VIII.
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of the United Colonys,* doe see cause to joyne with 0! neigh

boures of the Massachusetts and Plimouth to set apart the

third Thursday in November next, and doe order that it be

solemnly kept a day of publique humiliation, fasting and

prayer throughout this colony, to the end that we may all

humble 0Ir soules before the Lord for whatever hath been pro

voakeing to the eyes of his glory, and to seeke his face and

favoure in and through Jesus Christ, that we may be suitably

affected Wth and humbled under the many tokens of ‘his great

anger kindled against us, and that he would freely pardon all

or manyfold provocations, be reconciled to us and heale or

land ; that as he was present with that blessed generation of

his precious servants, the leaders of his people into and in this

wilderness, heareing of them when (in their distréss) they cryed

unto him, so he will still please to dwell in the midst of and

not forsake us ; that he will not take away his holy gospell;

and, if it be his good will, yet to continue or liberties civill and

ecclesiasticall, to vs and or children after vs; that the Lord

would be graciously pleased to poure forth a spirit of conver

sion upon or children, that they may give up themselves and

their seed after them to be the Lord’s, willingly subjecting

themselves to all his holy rules and government in his house ;

that the Lord would be intreated in or low estate (in very many

respects, obvious to all serious spirits whose eyes are open) so

to smile upon vs that his tender mercyes may speedily prevent

vs; allso, that prayer and supplication be made for our sover

aigne Lord the King, that God would crown him with spirit

uall and temporall blessings and contifiue him long to reigne;

and for the safety and weale of our native country and other

his dominions, in these shakeing times; and that the people

of God may, under hisvshaddow and protection, be incouraged

to live a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlyness and honesty.

Whereas there is a difference between Windsor and Sims

bury about their bownds, it is now agreed and by this Court

ordered, that the west lyne of Windsor town bownds shall

begin on the sowth at the norwest corner of Hartford bownds

and the sowth west corner of Windsor bownds where now it is

 

* See page 19.
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stated by the sayd townes and Farmington; and that the north

bownds of Windsor be run from the River, five miles west

ward, and from that to runn a straight line till it _meet W'11

the sowth west corner of their sayd bownds, which sayd line

is to be the west bownds of Windsor and east bownds of Sims

bury.

[99] Vpon the petition of Mrs. Hannah Gallop‘ and as a

recompense for great losses she hath sustayned, This Court

doe see cause to grant vnto the s‘1 Mrs. Gallop afoarsd and her

heires, the sume of two hundred acres of land, which she may

take up in two places, provided she doe not take it up where

it may prejudice any former grant to any perticular person or

plantation._ '

In answer to the petition of Isack Hall, this court grants

the sayd Haule shall have a hearing of his case againe at the

Generall Court in May next, and Richard Williams is to have

notice to appeare at the Court to defend his case and to answer

what shall be objected against him by the sayd Halli ,

Vpon the motion of Wm Pitkin in behalfe of Mr. Tho: Rob

inson, that the sayd Robinson’s accompts with Wm Stone of

Guilford might be equitably ajusted and his controversy with

sayd Stone, respecting an house and land bought and sold

between them, might be issued by this Court, The Court doe

order and impower Mr. Edward Griswold and LM Crane

fully to heare the sd complaint and make reporte thereof to

this Court at their next session, in order to a full issue thereof;

and the sayd Stone and Robinson are to give attendance to

those gentlemen when they shall appoynt them.

This Court upon farther consideration doe see cause to

allow Mr. George Gardner the sufne of five pownds as the

issue of all damages that shall or have accrued to him in pay

 

*Mrs. Hannah Gallop’s petition is in War I. 141. Her husband, Captain John

Gallop, of Stonington (Mystick) was killed, (while in command of a company of

Pequot Indians,) in the Fort Fight. “ So suddenly snatched away, he had not the

opportunity to make that serious settlement of his estate and family concerns as oth

erways might be expected he would have done, had God spared him to have

returned."

1 See Vol. II. 821.
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ment and for non payment of moneys due to him, besides what

is formerly allowed to him.

Vpon the petition of Joanna Pember, the wife of Henry

Pember, that she might be releassed from her conjugall tye to

him, the Court haveing examined the case doe find it proved

to ther sattisfaction that the sayd Henry Pember hath willfully

deserted the sayd Joanna for the space of three yeares past

and more, and that allso when he went away he declared he

would com no more to her, and in his absence did take no care

for her support and supply as appeares ; and therefore the

Court doe see cause to grant her a release from her conjugall

tye to the sayd Henry Pember, with liberty to disspose of her

selfe in marriage as she shall have opportunety.

These were nominated to stand for election in May next for

Assistants ; Major Edw: Palmes, Captn Benj. Newbery, Mr.

John Wadsworth, Mr. Sam“ Tallcott, Captn Robert Chapman,

Mr. James Fitch, Mr. Samuel Sherman, Mr. Tho: Fitch.

, It is ordered by this Court, that if any Tanner or owner of

leather shall sell or cause to be sold any leather, or transport

it, before it be duely sealed, according to law, in the towne
where it is tanned, he shall I forfeit the leather or the full

value of it, one third part to the complayner and the rest to

the county treasury where the leather is sold or transported.

Whereas there is notice taken of some people that doe fre
lquent the meetings of the Indians at theire meetings and

dances, and doe allso joyne with them in their plays by wager

ing of their sides, which doth too much countenance them in

those fooleries, if not encourage them in their divill worship,

for some acquainted with their customes doe say their exer

cises at such times is a principle part of the worship they

attend, for the prvention whereof this Court doe forbid all

persons in this colony from countenancing the Indians in such

meetings by being present there, upon the penalty of forty

shillings for every breach of this order, and whosoever shall

joyne with them in any playes then used by the Indians, by

playing, abetting or layeing any wager concerning the rufiing

or falling of the game at any such playes, shall forfeit the

mic of ten pownds, the one halfe of each forfeiture to be to
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the complayner, the other to the county treasury; and who

soever shall not be able to pay his fine, he shall be corporally

punished at the discression of the county court where such

case shall be tryed.

It is ordered by this Court that whatsoever select man or

men shall give certificate concerning any person or persons

who are desirous to be made free, and shall certify concerning

their qualifications that they are of honest, peaceable and

civill conversation and have estate according to law, if it doth

appeare upon tryall that such persons are not so quallyfyed -

as is exprest in the sd certificate, every such person as shall

signe any such certificate shall pay to the publique treasury a

fine of five pownds.

Whereas this Court have agreed to send an Addresse to his

Mafia, It is by this Court desired that the Governor and Assist

ants here shall perfect what hath been drawn up for that end

' by the Court, and allso to consider of som suitable persons to

present the sdl addresse to his Mafia, and in the name of this

Court to write to them in the name of this Court desiring

them to doe the colony such service.‘t

Lnt Nath: White and Deacon Hall being appoynted to run

the divideing lyne between Saybrooke and Haddum, This

Court desires and appoynts them to doe it some convenient

time betwixt this and the Generall Court in May next, accord

ing to the former order of the Generall Court, which they are

to have respect to, and to make return to the Generall Court

in May, vnder their hands, of the doeings ‘of the same.

The like they are to attend between Saybrooke and Kenil

worth.

[100] This Court grants the Dept: Governor for his salery

this yeare, the sume of forty pownds.

This Court orders the Treasurer to discharge the charge of

the Governors transportation hither.

This Court grants the Secretary twenty pownds for his ser

vice, besides his just dues by the law, for the yeare past.

 

* See the Address, and Gov. Leete’s letter to Major Robert Thomson, in the Appen

dix, Nos. IV., V.
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This Court grants Mr. WIn Joanes and Mr. James Bishop

the surhe of six pownds apeice out of the publique treasnrie.

Whereas Mr. Joshua Raymond in his life time bought a

house and land for Oliver 4Manuring, and hath recedl the pay

for it of the sayd Manuring, and not past it over to his sayd

brother before his decease, This Court doe impower M" Eliz

abeth Raymond to pass over the sayd land by a deed of sale

to the sayd Oliver Manuring.

The Court is adjourned till the GovernoIr or Dept. Governor

shall see cause to call it.

A Counr or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 8th, 1679.

These were nominated to stand for electionf Wm

Leete Esq‘, Major Robt Treate Esqr, Mr. Sam11 Willys,

Major Nath: Gold, Major John Tallcott, Mr. Henry Wool

cott, Captn John Allyn, Mr. Wm Joanes, Mr. James

Richards, Mr. Alex: Bryant, Mr. James Bishop, Captn John

Nash, Captn Thom: Topping, Mr. Andrew Leete, Major Ed

ward Palmes, Captn Benj: Newbery, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Mr. Samll Tallcott,Captn Robt Chapman, Mr. James Fitch,

Mr. Sam11 Sherman, Mr. Tho: Fitch.

These were elected :

Wm Leete Esq‘, Governor.

Major Robt Treate, Dept Govt.

Assistants.

Mr. Sam11 Willys, Mr. James Richards,

Major Nathan Gold, Mr. James Bishop,

Major John Tallcott, Captn John Nash,

Mr. Henry Woolcott, Captn Tho: Topping,

Captn John Allyn <§~S'ec'y, Mr. Andrew Leete,

Mr. WIn Joanes, Mr. John Wadsworth.”‘

Mr. Joseph Whiting, Treasm’.

The Deputies of the Generall Court are

Mr. Wnn Pitkin, Ens: Nath: Standly; for Hartford.

 

*John Wadsworth, of Farmington, eldest son of Mr. William Wadsworth of Hart

ford,--now first elected an assistant, in the place of Mr. Alexander Bryan, of Milford.

  

4
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Capt. Benji Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Mr. Wm Bradly, Mr. John Chidsey; for New Haven.

Mr. Jn0 Bancks, Mr. Richd Hubbell; for Fayrfeild.

Major Edward Palmes, Mr. Dan: Witherell ; for N. London.

Mr. Gershom Buckly, Mr. Sam" Tallcott ; for Wethersfeild.

Captn John Standly ; for Farmington.

Captn Wm Fowler, Capt" John Bird ; for Milford.

Mr_. Jos: Theale, Mr. Abram Ambler; for Standford.

WIn Hoadley, Eli: Stint; for Brandford.

Ens. Jarad Spencer; for Haddam.

Captn Tho: Minor, Mr. Amos Richeson ; for Stoneington.

Lut Nath: Meriman, Mr. Abram‘ Doelitle; for Wallingford.

Captn Wm Curtice, Mr. Francis Hall; for Stratford.

Mr. James Fitch, Lnt Tho: Lepingwell ; for Norwich.

Capt: Rob: Chapman, Sarjt Wm Parker; for Saybrook.

Deacon WIn Fowler, Ens: John Grave; for Guilford.

Mr. Edward Griswold; for Kellingworth.

Lnt Nath: White, Ens: Wm Cheeney; for Midleton.

Lnt Richd Olmsted, Mr. John Gregory; for Norwalke.

The Court adjourned till the morrow, eight of the clock.

[101] May 9. Captu John Allyn and Mr. James Richards

were chosen commissioners for the ensueing year, for the Vm'

ted Colonys; and Major John Tallcott, a reserve.

This Court doe nominate and appoynt these following to be

commissioners of the severall plantations for the year ensue

ing, viz: Captll Benjamen Newbery, for Windsor & Sims

bury; Mr. Sam11 Tallcott and Captu John Chester, for Wethers

feild; Mr. Giles Hamlin and Lnt Nath: White, for Midleton

& Haddum; Captn Robt Chapman, for Saybrooke & Lyme;

Mr. James Fitch, for Norwich; Lut Samuel Mason, L1" Tho:

Minor, for Stoneington ; Major EdwardPalmes is appoynted com

missioner for New London County, and Mr. Daniel Witherell

and Captn Avery, for New London ; Mr. Edward Griswould, for

Kellinworth ; Mr. Sam11 Sherman and Capt‘1 Curtice, for Strat

' ford &Woodbury ; Mr. Jehu Burr and Mr. John Burr, for Fayre

feild ; Lnt Richd Olmsted and Mr. Tho: Fitch, for Norwalke ;

Mr. Richd Lawes, Mr. John Holly, for Standford, Greenwich

& Rye; Lnt Joseph Orton is commissionated to grant war

rants as occasion shall require and to marry persons, for the
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yeare ensueing, in Rye; CaptI1 John Minor is appoynted com

missioner for Woodbury ; and Mr. John Moss ' is commission

ated to grant warrants and marry persons in Wallingford ;

and Mr. Mathew Griswould to grant warrants and marry per

sons in Lyme, for the 'yeare ensueing.

The depty Governor and Mr. James Richards are by this

Court appoynted to keep court at New London, at the speciall

court to be held there on Fryday next, the sixteenth of this

month. '

Mr. Wm Joanes and Captll John Nash are appoynted to

keep court at New London in June next.

May 10. The returne of the committee for the laying out

of the line between Saybrooke and Kellingworth, as followeth:

We vnderwritten being appoynted by the Court to run the

line of the bownds between Saybrook and Haddum and

between Saybrook and Kellingworth, and the west line of '

Kellingworth to Guilford bound, have attended the same as

followeth. First we began between Saybrook and Haddum,

at an oak tree by the River side, before agreed on by both the

townes, which tree is marked with the letter H on the north

side, and with the letter S on the south side, from whence we

measured in a due west line, six mile, markeing many trees

as we went along; and at the end of the six mile came to an

oak tree which we marked with H = B on the north side, and

K, B, on the sowth side, with a heap of stones about the

sayd tree; from thence carryed a due west line till we

came to Hammonoscitt River, which 0r friends of Kennilworth

tould us was the bownds between Guilford and them; after

that we went to the river called Manuncketesseck to the old

rideing place, and there we marked a white oake that stood

in the line, and so ran the sowth line to the sea, markeing

many trees in the line, and on the bank at the sea we marked

a. white oake stadle, cutting oil‘ the topp and casting a heap of

stones about it; and then went to the old rideing place to that

oake, which we marked with S- B. on the east side and K. B. on

the west side; from whence we extended the line north to

Haddum bownds, markeing divers trees as we went: and neer

Haddum bownds we marked two chessnutt trees which grew

on one roote close by a great rock which is upright like a

wall on the south side, and in the line of Haddum cast up a

heap of flatt stones; from which place Saybrooke bownds is

foure miles and a quarter and twenty rodds.

April 25, 1679. Nath: White

John Hall.
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LM Abram Brunson, Mr. Mathew Griswould Jun’, Johny

Rose, John Tainter, were admitted to be freemen in this

colony, and are to be sworn in the respective places'where

they live.

Captn James Pembleton and Mr. Steven Richeson being

presented to the Court in October last for the priviledge of

freedom, are now accepted to that priviledge, and the commis

sioners of Stoneington are to administer the freemen’s oath to

them.

Sarjt Thomas Knowles and Thomas Wells and Joseph Cur

tice, Paul Brinsmead and John Beach of Stratford were pre

sented for freemen.

This Court doe grant liberty to John Brandig and Eliz:

Purdy, who are administrators to the estate of John Purdy of

Rye, deceassed, to make, signe, seale and deliver unto Francis

Purdy deeds of sale for the one halfe of those lands John

Purdy afoarsayd bought of John Jackson, lyeing in Rye,

which were purchased for the sayd Francis Purdy intentionally

as appeares by sundry testimonies exhibited in this Court by

[102] Mr. John Bankes: H which sayd deeds of sale when

compleated according to law shall have full force and vertue

to hold -the sayd lands firm to the sayd Francis Purdy, his

heires and assignes forever.

Captn Denison his accot was presented to the Court, and

the Court considered the same, and doe not see reason to make

any allowance of the same or any part of it.

May 12. This Court haveing received Mr. Gary Lathem’s

acco‘, doe not see the reason of his demands, yet that there

may be a finall issue put to the same, have seen cause to grant

him the smile of three pownds which is a finall issue of that

account.

This Court doth confirme Mr. Robt Chapman Captaine of

the Traine Band of Saybrooke, and Wm Bushnell Senr is con

firmed to be the LM of the Trayn Band of sayd Saybrooke.

The deputies of the Court being sworn the Court proceeded.

This Court haveing heard what Mr. Robinson hath alledged

in reference to the controversy between him and Wm Stone

about the purchass of a house and land and the payment for
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rent for the same, doe declare that they doe not see any

equitable consideration leading them to order the sayd Stone

to return any thing that he hath received by execution to the

sayd Mr. Robinson.

This Court appoynts Major John Tallcott, Mr. John Wads

worth and Major Palmes to heare all such matters wherein the

Indians are concerned and to prepare matters for the Gen11

Court’s farther issue and determination.

This Court appoynts Mr. Tho: Tracey and Mr. Tho: Lefing_

well to lay out to Mr. Amos Richeson a former grant of land*

to him according to his grant and to Aron Start and to James

Rogers or theire assignesi theire former grants of land accord—

ing to their respective grants. ‘

This Court grants liberty to Lnt Samuel Steele to purchass

of Nesehegen one,acre of land in Farmington meadow.

This Court grants unto Thomas Trill fifty shillings for dam

age he suffered in his corne by creatures, when he went forth

in the country’s service.

Whereas Vncass his son hath damnifyed Thomas Tracey

JunI in his swine, and Vncass is willing to make him sattisfac

tion for the same in Ind, This Court grants him liberty to

receive of Vncass to the value of one hundred acres of land,

for the sayd damage, if he see cause to grant it to him, provided

it be not prejudiciall to any plantation or former grant made

by this Court. Lnt Tho: Tracey and Lut Tho: Leflingwell are

appoynted to lay out this grant to the sayd Tho: Tracey Junr

according to his grant. .

Lnt Tho: Minor, Lnt Tho: Tracey and Mr. Sam11 Chester are

appoynted to lay out to New London Schoole a grant of land,

‘ according to theire grant.

May 13. This Court orders that if any swine at Midleton

be fownd on the comon, without rings or yoakes, within three

 

1* 800 acres granted to Mr. Richardson, May, 1674, laid out to his assigns, Thomas

Parke Jun. and Joseph Morgan, May 23, 1679, on or near Pachang river. Col. Rec.

Lands I. 455.

1' 60 Acres granted to Aaron Start, Oct. 1670, and 50 acres granted to James Rogers,

Oct. 1678, laid out, in one piece, May 23, 1679, on Pachaug river, for Thomas Parke

Son. Ibid.
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miles of Cofiecticutt River, they shall be liable to be pownded,

according to former laws respecting swine.

This Court orders that the present roades from plantation

to plantation shall be reputed the country roades or King’s

highway, and so to remayne untill the Court doe see good

reason to make alteration of the same. And whereas the

inhabitants of each plantation are by law required once a yeare

to worke a day in cleareing of the brush, it is by this Court

recommended to the townesmen of the severall plantations to

improve their inhabitants in cleareing the comon roades, in

the first place, that lye between towne and towne, vntill the

sayd roades are cleared at least one rod wide. The rohd to

Newhaven to be and remayne in the place as formerly.

Vpon the petition of Isack Hall, October last, this Court

have seriously reveiwed their act of October eleventh, 1677,

concerning a controversy between sayd Hall and Richard Wil

liams, and doe see no cause to make variation or alteration of

their former issue.

[103] Vpon the petition of sundry inhabitants of Norwalke,

that this Court would l1eare, consider and determine the con

troversy between the sayd inhabitants ‘out the place of setle

ing of the new meeting house in that towne,‘t this Court have

seriously considered the matter, and what hath been alledged

by the deputies of the towne for one party, and Mr. Fitch in

behalfe of the rest of the inhabitants, doe declare that they

finde the sayd controversie all ready to have reced an issue by

 

>15 Several papers relating to this controversy are in Ecclesiastical Papers, I. 49-62.

“A part of the inhabitants, probably amounting to the moiety of them, being strongly

for the new house to be set down upon that place of ground neare the old meeting

house, the other part of the inhabitants to have the house set down upon the hill usu

ally called Goodman Hoyt’s hill," both parties (with few exceptions) agreed to refer

the decision of the controversy to Dep. Gov. Treat, Major Nathan Gold and the Rev.

Daniel Buckingham. The award of these referees, dated Mar. 29, 1679, was “that

the upper place upon Goodman Hoyt’s hill is the place wherein [their] convenient

meeting for sentring, timeing and securing, doth concenter with advantage,” but this

decision was made “ not without trembling of hearts,” lamenting that there was “ so

deep an engagement in the matter, each with other ” as to threaten a breach of love

and good agreement. A part of the inhabitants, dissatisfied. with this award, pro

cured a. vote, at an informal town meeting, that no building except a watch house

should be erected on H0yt’s hill, and that the new meeting house should be built on or

near the site of the old. Thirty-one of the inhabitants now petition (May, 1678) the

Court to confirm the decision of the referees. [Ecclesa I. 56.]
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the determination of ‘ pious and prudent persons mutually

chosen by them, and therefore doe order, that according to

the sayd determination, the meeting house be built and sett in

the most convenient place vpon the Hill called Hoyte’s Hill;

and advise that discourses, differences and annimossities that

have arissen upon the former controversy about the setleing

of the sayd meeting house be buryed perpetuall oblivion.

14. Vpon_ the petition of Mr. Steven Chester, in behalfe of

Mr. James Treat,.that this Court would would consider the

great loss he received last yeare by fire, and grant him some

encouragment and assistance to bear up under his loss, the

Court haveing considered the premises doe remitt vnto Mr.

James Treat his country rate that was last granted to be levyed ;

and allso they grant to the sayd Mr. James Treat two hundred

acres of land for a farme, he to take it vp where it may not be

prejudiciall to any former grant made to any plantation or

perticuler person. And this Court doe recommend it to the

towne of Wethersfeild charatably to consider Mr. Treat’s loss

and to remitt to him his towne and minister’s rate.

This Court doth order that the law title, Booke Debts when

to determine, shall be prolonged till the first of June, 1680.

Whereas this Court have by their order, May 10th, 1677,

prohibited the transportation of skins of bucks and does out

of this colony, The Court now see cause to add to the sayd

law that the constables who are water bayleys in the respective

townes are by this Court required, as often as they shall see

occasion or be desired, to make search and inquiry after the

breach of this order, and to seiz all such skinns as are shipped

contrary to this order; and for their paines therein the one

halfe of the informer’s part shall be and belong to him, and >

the other to the informer; but if the constable discovers with

out information, he shall have the moiety of what he so seizeth

and discovers.

This Court to recommend it to Stoneington to lay out to

Mamohoe and his company a suflicient tract of land for them

to plant on as neer the sea as may be, five hundred acres at

least. '

This Court recommends it to the dept Governor, Captll WIn
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Curtice and Mr. Bankes to hear Tunstackum clayme to a par

cell of land lyes by Pottotuck river &c. and if it appeares to

be his then to setle it to him by a record.

Mr. Richard Smith and Mr. Jere: Bull are by this Court

appoynted commissioners for Wickford and places adjacent;

Mr. Minor is to administer the oath of commissioners to them,

and they to sweare constables in those places.

There being persons some intrudeing and others revolted

from theire subjection made and engaged to this government,

resideing within this colony about the Narragansett country,‘

to the trouble and interuption of the peaceable planting and

orderly setlement of atfayres there, This Court doe recom

mend it to the Governor and Councill, so many of them as

the Governor shall judg necessary to conveen together, to take

order that such persons be brought to condigne punishment

with as much speed and conveniencie as may be, and to

improve such oflicers and men as they shall judg requisite to

manage all affayres shall fall out there. And the Governor

and councill afoarsayd are by this Court desired to be a com

mittee and in behalfe of this Court are fully impowered to

write such letters to the Goverment of Rohd Island as they shall

judg necessary, and to answer any letters as com from them,

and to treate and conclude with them about any atfayre or

proposition as shall be made to them, from the Goverment of

Rhode Island. They are allso impowered to heare and con

sider any propositions as shall be made from the Gentll whoe

are intrested in the Mortgage of the Narrogancet lands, a11d,

if they see reason, to conclude with them a full setlement of those

land and there interest there, and allso to grant such as they shall

judg convenient to any orderly and religious persons as shall ap

peare and be desirous to plant in plantation wise there, to erect

[104] a new plantation or plantations in those parts; and

what shall be done and acted in the premises, this Court will

owne, approve and confirme the same.

This Court doe leave it with the Governor and Councill,

after they have made a tryall about the line betwixt this Col
 

* See Letter from the Governor and Council, to R. Island, April 7th, 1679, and the

reply, in Appendix, (Nos. IX, X) from 001. Boundaries, I. 126, 128.
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ony and the Massachusets,”‘ as they see matters fall out, to

write to the Governor and councill of the Massachusets in the

name of this Court, aecdrding as they shall see occasion, and

may be for the best advantage to the gaining and obtaining a

full setlement of the line between them and vs.T

May 15. This Court doe order that there be no disspose

made of the land that lyes in common at Saybrooke between

the forte and Mr. Fenwick’s old barne near the burying place,

till after the Court in October next; and then, if Saybrooke

have any pretence to any part of those lands, they are to make

their pleas good; and Major Tallcott is desired to take paynes

to procure such testimonie as he can come at to make the

country’s clayme good to those lands.

This Court being moved to give theire sence of some for

mer voates that they have made concerning some land that

Mr. Stone took up within the bownds granted Farmington,:l:

 

* "The General Assembly of this Colony, seeing they could not persuade the gov

ernment of Boston to depart from their pretensions to Woodward and Safl‘ery’s Line,

and agree with them in a true stating the dividend line, do order that some experiment

for their own satisfaction be made of the said line, according to the directions in both

Charters, that they might still be better able to conclude whereabouts it ought in

justice to be stated. * =16 * Pursuant to this order, Mr. John Herriman, a.

skilfull artist, made observations at Hartford, May 19th and 20th, 1679, (as expressed

in this Number) and found it to lie in‘ 41° 41' N. Latitude. Which compared with

another observation made by Mr. William Pitkin, at a place called Bound Brook,

(mentioned also in this Nurnber,) Hartford was found to be 16m. and 1-10 to the South

of said Bound Brook; and the Government of Boston not carrying their aforesaid

Line of Woodward and Safi'ery’s to the Southward of Bound Brook, it appeared that

their artists were greatly mistakenip the line they run; which they supposed would

fall upon Bissell’s House about the middle of Windsor, whereas by this observation,

that line falls many miles to the northward of the said house, and so as to comprehend

our ancient town of Windsor within this government, according to what we ever con

cluded." Memorial upon Roll of Papers sent to Sir Henry Ashurst, 1708-9, in Co].

Bound's, III. 37. M 5, 7.

T “This Government, being thus anew further satisfied in the equity of their claim,

do thereupon write a friendly letter to the Government of Massachusetts, May 29,

1679, a few days after Mr. Herriman’s observations, wherein they observe to them,”

the mistakes of Woodward and Saffery, in their place of beginning, and in running

their line south of west; inform them of Mr. Herriman's observations, but disclaim

any intention of fixing the line between the colonies by a private or ex parte survey;

and renew their request for a joint commission, for running the line, with due care

and good instruments, so that a final issue of the controversy may be had. Id. § 6.

I See Vol. H. 164; Court Papers, I. 433-464. In April, 1670, Mr. Stone conveyed

this tract, of 550 acres, to Thomas Bell, of Stonington, who, in 1673, assigned the deed

to Lieut James Treat, of Wethersfield, by whom it was again assigned, Sept. 17, 1680,

to John Betts. 5
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which was measured out to him by James Steele, have con

sidered the same, and doe declare that those lands so measured

out to Mr. Stone are his or his assignes land and they ought

not to be molested in their possession.

There being notice taken that there are in most of the plan

tations a number of sojurners or inmates that doe take it vpon

them to deale, vote or intermedle with the publique occasions

of the towne and places where they doe live, to the dissattis

faction of theire neighbours, which to prvent, this Court doe

order that no person that is not an admitted inhabitant, a

housholder, and a man of a sober conversation,and have at least

fifty shillings freehold estate in the common list besides his

person, shall adventure to vote in the choyse of towne or

country oflicers or grant of rates or lands, vpon the penalty

of the forfeiture of twenty shillings for the breach of this

order: provided that no freeman of the corporation be hereby

barred from voteing.

May 16. This Court grants that Mr. James Bishop shall

have ten yeares liberty to build upon a home lott that lyes in

Mr Browning’s quarter, any order to the contrary notwith

standing.

This Court orders that none of the conquered lands shall

be taken up or layd in farmes to any person whatsoever, with

out speciall and express order from this Court for the same?‘

Whereas Hermon Garrad by his last will and testament hath

given to the Governor, Major John -Tallcott and Captn John

Allyn, a hundred acres of land each of them, this Court con-\

firnres it to them.

The legatees of Joshua’s willt came to this Cenerall Court

‘Fin August, 1678, the Rhode Island Assembly did “ in his Majesty’s name, fore

warne, prohibitt and forbid all persons whatsoever and under what pretence soever, to

enter into or take possession of any of the [Narragansett or Niantick] lands, without

the approbation, leave and authority of the Generall Assembly of this Collony." R

I. Rec. III. 19. In July, the agents of the proprietors of the Mortgaged lands, (Simon

Bradstreet, John Safiin and Elisha Hutchinson,) had declared themselves ready to

treat with any persons desirous of settling “in a regular way of townships, on the

said lands." Id. 18. Connecticut now insists on her right ofjurisdiction, and forbids

the settlement of any portion of the conquered lands without her consent and

authority.

T See Vol. II. 291.
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-~:a.QI

desireing such advice and setlement of matters respecting

both his children and the land given to all those Gentlemen

mentioned as legatees in his will, which sayd Gentll manifested

a willingness to submitt the disspose and improvement of all

the sayd lands to the Generall Court’s ordering, to make a

plantation of, in such suitable distribution and proportions for

number of persons and accomadations as is consistent wth

plantation welfare, according to a committee’s judgment

(appoynted by the Court) for mafier and value. Vpon the

conditions and considerations abovesayd, the Court did againe

alowe and establish the will and grant the sayd gentlemen lib

erty to possesse all Joshua’s right in the sayd lands, to doe

accordingly, and duely to provide for the children, as in the will

is appoynted : but in case the legatees accept not these tearmes,

the Court will vndertake both children and lands, to see all

things answerably performed.

The Court is adjourned till the Governor or Dept. Govr shall

see cause to call them againe.

 

A_ GENEBALL Counr HELD AT HARTFORD, OCTOBER

9"], 1679.

Wm Leete Esq‘, Gov’. Capt‘1 John Nash,

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Dept Gov’. Mr. Andrew Leete,

Major John Tallcott, Mr. John Wadsworth.

Capt“ John Allyn, Mr. Henry Woolcott,

Mr. James Richards, Mr. Wm Joanes,

Mr. James Bishop,

[105]

Deputies.

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Ens: Nath: Stanley; for Hartford.

Captn Benj: Newbery, Mr. John Loomys ; for Windsor.

Capt. Tho: Munson, Capt. Moses Mansfeild ; for New Haven.

Captll Wm Fowler, Captn John Beard ; for Milford.

Mr. James Fitch, Mr. Benj: Brewster ; for Norwich.

Captn Wm Curtice, Mr. Francis Hall; for Stratford.

John Meade ; for Greenwich.

Ens: Jarad Spencer, George Gates; for Haddum.

John Bowton, Danll Kellog; for Norwalke.
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Peter Disbrough ; for Rye.

Capt: Robt Chapman, Mr. Wm Parker; for Saybrooke.

LM Nath: Merryman, Eliasaph Preston; for Wallingford.

Lnt Sam“ Mason, Lnt Tho: Minor; for Stoneington.

Mr. Wm Leete, Deacon Wm Johnson; for Guilford.

Mr. Edward Griswold, LInt Henry Crane; for Kellingworth.

Mr. Jehue Burr, Mr. John Bancks; for Fayrfeild.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath: White; for Midleton.

Mr. Sam“ Tallcot, Capt" John Chester; for Wethersfeild.

Captn John Standly, Deac: Tho: Judd ; for Farmington.

Mr. Nath: Griswold, Mr. Richd Smith; for Lime.

Capt. James Avery, Mr. Charles Hill; for N. London.

Mr. Jos: Theale, Mr. Abram Ambler; for Standford.

The Lists presented for the severall townes were as followeth.

Persona.

239 Hartford persons & estates are

171 Fayrefeild persons & estates are

160 Milford persons & estates are

99 Stratford persons & estates are

36 Haddum persons & estates are

94 Guilford persons & estates are

91 Saybrook persons & estates are

85 Norwich persons & estates are

78 Norwalke persons & estates are

41 Kenilworth persons & estates are

51 Wallingford persons & estates are

110 Midleton persons & estates are

171 New London persons & estates are

68 Stoneington persons & estates are

39 Greenwich persons & estates are

48 Rye persons & estates are

105 Standford persons & estates are

53 Lyme persons & estates are

265 New Haven persons & estates are

220 Windsor persons &‘es.tates are

53 Brandford persons & estates are

95 Farmington persons & estates are

180 Wethersfeild persons & estates are

- 01939

16848 00

11389 00

08918 00

07002 00

01819 00

05986 00

05555 00

05763 00

05205 00

02465 00

02419 00

05018 00

09914 00

04610 00

00

00

00

00

00

02361

05488

03451

13973

14055 00

02776 00

05791 00

11769 00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00
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[Oct.] 10. Mr. Hawly presenting to this Court a petition

that he may have a suitable proportion of land allotted to him

for one of his sons to setle on, in the town of Derby, out of

theire commons, and that they would alowe hi'm suitable sat

tisfaction for lands purchased by him for the sayd towne,

This Court have referred the consideration and determination

of the whole of the premises, with all the circumstances thereof,

to Captn John Nash, Mr. John Wadsworth, and Mr Wm Pit

kin, who are to make a return of their issue to this Court.

This Court upon the petition of Joseph James, a wounded

soldier in the late warrs, that by reason of his disablement by

his wounds he might have some incouragement and help from

the country, The Court saw cause to grant him fifty shillings p

annum till this Court shall see cause to take off this allowance.

These were nominated to stand in nomination for election

for Assistants in the Generall Court in May next : Captain

Robert Chapman, Major Edward Palmes, Captn WIn Curtice,

Mr. Sam11 Tallcott, Captn Benj: Newbery, Mr. James Fitch,

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Mr. Tho: Fitch.

This Court haveing determined that in obedience to our

soveraign lord the King his commands in his letters of Febru

ary 12, 1678-9,* they will appeare before his Matie by suitable

 

* In consequence of representations made by Randall Holden and John Greene,

(who were in England in the winter of 1678-9, as agents of the town of Warwick,)

the King ordered letters to be addressed to the Governors and Magistrates of the four

New England colonies, requiring them, respectively, “to take care that all things

relating to the said Narragansett country or the King's Province, be left in the same

condition as now they are or have lately been in, as to the possession and govern

ment thereof; ” and that all claimants to the soil or government of said lands, should

“ with all speed and by the first convenience, send over hither persons sufliciently

empowered and instructed to make their right andtitle appear to us ;" &c. John Crowne,

(the poet,) son of William Crowne, having petitioned the King for a grant of the lands

of Mount Hope, in consideration of the great loss sustained by his father by the surren

der of Nova Scotia to the French, the King further requires the several colonies to

certify “what right or title any of our colonies there may pretend unto the said

country, and also the true extent, value and propriety of the said lands of Mount

hope, with the grounds and evidence of their respective claims," &c. The King’s let

ter, of Feb. 12, 1678-9, was brought over by Holden and Greene, who returned about

the last of June, and was read at a speciall session of the Rhode Island Assembly,

July 9th. R. 1. Records, III. 86. It Was “ lately received" by Connecticut, (Secre

tary Allyn writes to Gov. Bradstreet,) July 5th. Col. Bound’s, I. 132. See Appendix,

No. XIII. “

The mission of Holden and Greene to England had for its especial object a stay of
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agents to make good their clayme both to the goverment and

soyle of the Narrogancett and Niantick countrys, they being

fully and undoubtedly included in his Ma"°I charter graciously

granted to this Colony, and by conquest and otherwayes

obtayned of the native proprietors of those parts, doe now

desire, nominate, appoynt and impower the Honord Governor,

with his councill, or, the major part of them, to be a commit

tee in behalfe of this Court to procure Mr. Win Harris‘ of

[106] Patuxett, if he II can be obteyncd, and if they see

cause, to joyne some other fitt person in commission with him;

but if he cannot be obtayned to attend the sayd service, then

such other person or persons as the sayd committee shall see

cause to procure to attend the service afoarsayd, in behalfe of

this colony, and to grant such commissions and instructions

to the persons that shall be improved as afoarsayd, as may be

necessary to impower them to attend the sayd service effectu

ally, and to furnish them with such writings and evidences as

they are able to procure for the manifesting our right in the

sayd Narrogancett and Nyantick countrys, and generally to

doe what they judg necessary to be done and attended in the

premises; and to give his Matie a perticular accot of what else

is expected and appoynted in his Man" afoarsayd letter, as

allso to present his Ma‘ie with our humble address, to request

his gracious favoure and protection to be continued to this his

colony of Connecticutt. The charges to be expended in this

affayre to be defrayed out of the publique treasurie.

Jolm Stoughton, Nath: Gaylor, Benj: Egleston, Sam"

Phelps, John Osborn Jun‘, Samll Cross, Tho: Bissell, Samll

Farnworth, John Birge, John Keilor, James Sension, Ralph Kei

 

execution or reversal of the judgment of the Commissioners’ Court, in favor of Will

iam Harris and his partners, in the controversy with Warwick respecting the Paw

tuxet lands. R. I. Records, III. 66, 209.

* Mr. Harris had already been twice to England, in the prosecution of his contro

versy with Warwick. He arrived in London shortly after the departure of Holden

and Greene, and, before their return with the King’s letter of February 12th, had

already procured an Order in:Council for his being immediately put in possession of

the controverted lands, with an execution for his damages and costs. R. I. Records

III. 67 (from J. Carter Brown’s Mss.) His third voyage was less fortunate; “going

7 the third time to his Majesty to carry your petitioners’ complaints against the said

Greene and accomplices, [he] was captivated by the Algerines and soon after died."

(Petition of Pawtuxet proprietors, in B. I. Rec. H1. 209.) See Vol. H. 586, and note.
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lor, Sam“ Keilor, John Waddoms, John Day, are presented to

this Court for freemen, as being quallyfyed according to law.

14. Mr. Sam“ Tallcott is by this Court approved to be

LeftM of the Troope.

S: Tho: Knowles, Thomas Wells, Joseph Curtice, Paule

Brinsmead and John Beach were accepted as freemen.

Tho: Skidmore petitioning this Court that he may have

some reliefe from some expences his servant Samuel Griffin

run out when he was in the country service, vnnecessarily,

and is defaulcated out of what is due to him the sayd Skid

more, This Court haveing considered the premises, doe see

cause to order that, for present, three pownds of what is due

from sayd Skidmore be by the Treasurer left in his hands, and

that Sarjt George Squire be ordered,when Samuell Griffin comes

into those parts, to arrest him for the sayd three pownds he

hath vnnecessarily expended, and in the behalfe of the country

prosecute him at the next court that shall be in course in the

county of Fayrefeild, for the recovery of the same.

Mr. James Treat is by this Court approved to be LM of

Wethersfeild traine band.

Whereas this Court is certainly informed that on or about

the third Tewsday of SeptIr last, Major John Cranston, Gover

nor of Rhode Island &c., did wthcertain other persons hold

a pretended court on the east side of Pawcatuck River,* at the

house of Tobiah Sanders, within the township of Stoneington

and within the limits known and long and quietly possessed

bownds of this colony of Conectiout, thereby vsurping and

exerciseing authority vnjustly within the limits granted vnto

this corporation by his Matie Charles the second, King of Eng

land &c., his gracious Letters Patents and in opposition to a

perticular letter sent from his Mam, dated Febry 12, 1679,

wherein his Maties order is that all things relateing to Narro

gancett and Nayantick countrys or the King’s Province be left

in the same condition as now they are (viz. at the writeing the

* See the acts of this Court in R. I. Records III. 68-72. Gov. Leete’s letter, pro

testing against this “illegal and irregular usurpation of authority” within the

chartered limits of Connecticut, and Gov. Cranston’s reply, will be found in the

Appendix, Nos. XVII and XVIII. Other papers relating to troubles with R. Island

are in the Appendix, Nos. XI-XVI.
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sayd letter) or have lately been in, as to the possession and

government thereof, which sayd place is sufficiently known, both

then on the sayd 12"] of Feb: ’79, and for many yeares imme

diately preceding that time, to be under the goverment and in

possession of the members of this corporation by paying rates

[107] and doein all publique dutys: II and whereas Wm Leete

Esqr Governor of this colony did on the 16‘h day of sayd Sep

tember send his protest against the sayd vsurpation ; not with

standing which, the sayd Major John Cranston and his ayders

did not as they ought desist their irregular proceedings,

whereby he and they the sayd persons in authority at Rohd

Island have given just offence to this Court and dissturbed

greatly the good and peaceable goverment of that place com

mitted to vs by his Mama, and in our exercise of goverment

there without interruption till this unlawfull pretended court

was there held as afoarsayd, This Court doe therefore hereby

solemnly and utterly protest and declare against, and doe

absolutely disaprove and disalow, the sayd act and acts of the

sayd authority of Rhod Island &c, then and there authori

tively exerted, or whatsoever other acts of goverment they

have exerted or used, or may hereafter use or exert, by vertue

of any pretence whatsoever as meerly vsurped and vtterly

vnlawfull, and doe declare them to be vtterly voyd as to bind any

person or persons to obedience thereunto or suffering thereby ;

and we doe hereby straitly charge and prohibit all persons

whatsoever within the limits of the township of Stoneington,

that they nor any of them, on or in the place afoarsayd, doe

not nor shall not now nor hereafter receive any power or olfice

from the afoarsayd authority of Rhode Island, nor yet exer

cise any power or authority in any degree in subordination to

the sayd authority of Rhode Island &e, neither yeild any obe

dience to any such authority in any thing whatsoever, as they

will answer the contrary to his Maties authority established in

this his colony of Conecticutt at their perill, vntill his Mail"

pleasure be farther knowne.

Farthermore we doe hereby absolutely and vtterly protest

and declare against any other exercise of authority that hath

been or shall be vsed in any part of the Narrogancett or Nian
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tick countreys by vertue or pretence of authority from Rhod

Island or Providence plantations, as being contrary to his

Mafi" charter graciously granted this colony, and doe hereby

declare the same fore protested against to be vtterly void as to

bind any person or persons to any“ obedience or suffering
thereby, vntill his Ma“es pleasure be farther known. I

It is left with the Committee to send abroad or not send the

protests above written, according as they shall see reason vpon

advice. .

15. This Court doth renew their order and desire to Captn

Wm Curtice, Mr. John Bankes and LM Joseph Judson to

attend the service appoynted them by this Court, in reference

to the bownds between Milford and Derby, May 9, 1678, as

soon as may be. p -

The return of the committee appoynted by this Court to

hear and determine the differences between the towne of

Derby and Mr. Jos: Hawly in relference to lands and money

have been read and their determination approved and confirmed

by this Court?‘ ' _

In answer to the petition of Sam11 Rogers, this Court

return that they finde that Wm Brown, the person sayd by

sayd Rogers to have stolen the money, which Mary Rogers was

judged to have taken from Captn Martin at New London, was

by procurement of sayd Rogers apprehended and here impris

soned, and that Samuel Rogers had full opportunety accord

ing to law to have convicted sayd Brown of the theft if he

would and had evidence, but Rogers not doeing any thing to

eifect, and Brown being thereupon lawfully discharged from

his imprisonment, This Court cannot proceed to judg upon

their evidence against sayd Brown in his absence and after his

goale delivery, and therfore- see no cause to reverss or alter

the judgment of the Court. And the sayd Rogers declareing

that he beleives the judges of the sayd Court at New London

acted conscientiously in what they did, this Court sees no

reason to grant any money out of the publique treasury or

otherwise to sayd Saml1 Rogers, and declare that the sayd

court at New London their denyall of reveiw or appeale

* See p. 37. The return of the Committee is in Towns & Lands, I. 173.

6
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(which is complayned of by Samll Rogers) was consonant to

that court’s constitution.

Captn Wm Lewes and Tho: Jud are appoynted to lay out

to Deacon Heart or his assigne his grant of land formerly

granted to him, according to his grant, at a place upon Matta

tock River to the northward of the town there.

[108] Vpon the petition of John Terry and John Case in

the behalfe of the towne of Simsbury, that those who are pro

prietors of land in Simsbury might be compelled to com to

their alottments and setle themselves or som other suitable

persons on their accomadations there, This Court haveing con

sidered the sayd petition doe nominate and appoynt Major

John Tallcot, Mr. James Richards, Mr. John Wadsworth and

Capt[1 Benjamen Newbery, or any three of them, to be a com

ittee to take a veiw of the sayd plantation of Simsbury and to

appoynt the place or places where the inhabitants shall build

and setle so as may be most for their accomadation and safety;

and when this is done all such persons as have propriety there

and doe not com and build upon their accomadations or alot

ments and setle soine inhabitants in them, within the space of

six months after the determination of the sayd committee,

shall forfeit forty shillings p year to the town, till he shall

build upon his sayd accomadations a good sufficient mansion

house, according to former order of Court, except any perticular

person doe produce some grant that doth free him from this

injunction, formerly granted by this Court or a committee

impowered by this Court.

16. This Court appoynts Mr. Willys, Major John Tallcott

and Captn John Allyn to treat with Major John Pynchon and

to purchase of him some land from him for Mamaho to live

upon.

Whereas there is complaint that the Indians receive much

damage by the English cattell, which is sayd by the English to

be by the badness of their fence, and by the Indians, through

the unrulinesse of their cattell, for the prevention whereof it

is by this Court ordered that there be fence veiwers and appriz

ers appoynted in each towne where the Indians fence their

' feilds, to veiw theire fence and to apprize what damages shall
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be done in the Indians’ come by any English cattell, swine

or horses, whose judgments and apprizements shall be duely

made and answered by the owners of such cattell or horses to

the Indians ; and the Indians are allowed to make pownds

within their own feilds to secure and imprison such horses,

cattell, swine, as they find trespassing; and they are to give

speedy notice to the townesmen of the two next townes of

what horses, cattell or swine areimpownded by them; and if the

owners doe notredeem their cattell ,horses or swine so impownded

within twenty foure hours after notice, the afoarsayd townes

men are to make sale of the sayd cattell, swine or horses, to

answer the damages done as afoarsayd. Lnt Tho: Lefiing

well and John Allyn are appoynted to be fence veiwers for the

Mohegen feilds, and James Avery Junlr and James Morgan

Junr to attend the same service for the Pequots. The pownds

to be set as neer the comon roads as may be. '

This Court being informed that much damage hath been

done to the Mohegan Indians in theire corne this yeare planted

in theire feild -between Norwich and New London by -horses

and cattell, doe order that fowerscore bushells of Indian corn

be payd them at the discression of Mr. James Fitch Junr for

Norwich and Captn Avery and Mr. Charles Hill for New London,

as they shall understand the Indians to have lost, forty bush

ells of which corn is to be payd out of the publique treasury,

and twenty five bushells to be payd by the town of New Lon

don, and fifteen by the town of Norwich, which the constables

have hereby power to levy with the rates of the sayd towne;

and if the sayd townes or either of them can discover whose

horses or cattell have done the afoarsayd damage, those per

sons shall be responsible to the townes ziscording to the damage

their horses or cattell have done, provided it exceed not the

quantities of corn to be payd by sayd towne.

This Court grants the county of New London liberty to take

up six hundred acres of land of Vncass, for damage his men

did them in burning the prisson.*

 

I*At the next Court Uncas and the Mohegans complained,—with some reason appa

rently,—“ that they were very hardly dealt with in that they were adjudged to pay

for burning N. London prison, which was done by drunken men, and that they are

engaged to pay 600 acres of land for 30:6, and not allowed to set a price of their land

according to the worth of it." Indians, I. 89, b.
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[109] This Court grants a rate of three pence upon the

pownd of all the rateable estate of the colony to be payd in

wheat, pease, Indian corn and rye, a third in wheat, athird in

pease or rye, a third in Indian corne or good and merchant

able porck at three pownds ten shillings p barrill, well repact

by the sworn packer: winter wheat, fower and six pence p

bush. ; summer wheat, fower shillings p bushell; pease, three

shillings p bush. ; rye, three shillings p bushell ; Indian

corn, two shillings six pence p bushell. And if any shall pay

above a third in pease or Indian corn, the pease shall goe at

two shillings six pence p bushell, and Indian at two shillings

p bushell. All sorts of graine to be good and merchantable.

17. Vpon the petition of David Ensigne that this Court

would grant judgment against the estate of Jacob Mygatt for

a debt due to him and his father from sayd Jacob Mygatt,*

this Court haveing heard the case doe see no cause to grant

the petitioner any judgm' upon the estate, it being passed

over to Mr. Whitting as a feofle in trust for Sarah the wife of

Jacob Mygatt.

Vpon the petition of Mr. Charles Hill, This Court grants

him ten pownds in leiw of a Spaniard servant was taken from

him and sent to his own country.

In consideration of some losse by fire that hath befallen

Sam" Tod of New Haven, This Court doe see reason to free

him from his country rate this yeare.

This Court grants Mr. James Fitch Jun', free liberty to

receive to his own use of Vncas, and Owaneco two hundred

acres of land, provided he take it up where it may not preju

dice any former grant to any plantation or perticular person.

This Court doe declflre that Mr. Fitch Senr or any other

may informe any of the surrendring Indians whoe have a

desire to invite theire friends or kindred at Pauquiaug or else

where to return into these parts, that this Court doe grant

liberty for theire return, so as they com to authority and doe '

give in a list of their names, together with some securety for

their fidelity to the English, and to be ever under the English

goverment of this colony; allso to be placed where and under

* See Records of Co. of Assist’s, May 29, 1677, (p. 28.)
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whom they shall appoynt from time to time, according to or—

ders of this Court. ,

In answer to the petition of Norwalke?‘ This Court doth

desire the Dept Governor, Major Gold and Mr. James Bishop,

they or any two of them forthwith to goe to Norwalke and to

aflbard their best help and assistance to the good people of the

sayd towne in their attendance of the order of the Generall

Court, May last, in quieting the spirits of the people there and

burying all differences and annimossities amongst them and

setting them in a good way to goe on in a vigerous prosecu

tion of the building of theire meeting house. It is allso

ordered that when the afoarsayd Gentu have had a hearing of

the matter afoarsayd, in case some other way be not agreed

upon to mutuall sattisfaction to carry on the worke of building

a meeting house, that then the committee of sayd Norwalke,

or any three of them, may goe on in building the meeting

house according to farther order of sayd towne, upon the

place called Hoyte’s hill, as was appoynted by Major Treat and

Major Gold.

This Court added to the Govornor’s sallery, tenn pownds.

This Court grants the Dept Gouernor a salary of forty

pownds for this yeare insueing.

This Court granted to the Treasur a sallery of twenty five

pownds for this year. .

This Court appoynts the first Wednesday in November next

to be solemnly kept a day of publique Thankesgiveing through

out this colony, to prays God for his mercy to vs the year past,

in granting to vs the continuance of or priviledges civill and

ecclesiasticall, with such peace and health as we have injoyed, '

and in giveing such a comfortable harvest as we have reced,

and more especially for the goodness of God in protecting and

See page 80. The petition now presented was signed by (Rev.) Thomas Hanford

and thirty others; who, having labored inetfectually “ for the removal of the obstacles

of or peace, finding differences to grow, and the fire of contention to increase, fearing

lest (if Providence pYvent not) the issue should bee both the dissolution of towne and

church, pressed in 0‘ spirits with respect to the name of God (WCh is exposed to suffer

ing) and the edificatiou of souls, (w~‘" is hazarded by the growing of or contentions)"

—ask for the appointment of a committee to inquire into their state and to hear and

judge between them. Eccles. I. 57.

The return of the Committee, is dated at Norwalk, Oct. 80, 1879. Id 58.
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saveing our Lord the King and his people in England, as well

as ofselves, notwithstanding the plotts and machinations of

evill-minded men against the interest and kingdom of Christ

there and heere.‘k

In answer to the petition of Stratford, This Court grants

them their request to reveiw the matter of Wheatlyt to the

next court of Assistants, provided they pay unto Mrs. Good

[110] year for her present occasions ten pownds, II which

allso is to be determined when the reveiw comes to be heard

whoe shall beare the whole charge, whether New Haven,

Derby or Stratford; but in case they refuse to pay the ten

pownds, the determination of the Court of Assistants in that

matter is to be attended.

18. This Court being sencible of the present state of the

aifayres of or nation, wherein clowds of difficulty and danger

are impending over us, which call for or most solemn addresses

to the throne of grace, to the Lord, that his mercy, goodness

and power may be improved for the diverting of his judgments

and granting his gracious protecting presence to be with them

and us, have thought meet that a day of humiliation and

prayer be appoynted upon this occasion ; but seeing as yet we

are not come to a full setlement of our own motions, which

may allso be recommended to the blessing of God in that pub

lique occasion, have thought meet to refer the appoyntment of

the day and the incerting of the occasion of it to the Governor

and councill, desireing them to be as speedy in it as may be.

The Court desire and order the committee appoynted by

* In October, 1678, Titus Oates had announced his discovery of the so called Popish

Plot, and Lords and Commons had voted “ that upon the evidence that has already

appeared, this house is of opinion that there is and hath been a damnable and hellish

plot, contrived and carried on by Popish recusants, for assassinating and murthering

the King, for subverting the Government and rooting out and destroying the Protestant

Religion." The revelations of Oates, and the detection and prosecution of individ

uals supposed to be concerned in this mysterious plot had engrossed the attention ofpar

liament and of the English nation, until the prorogation, in May, 1679.

T A controversy between the towns of New Haven and Stratford, as to the liability

for the support of and for charges for medical attendance &c. for John Wheatly. See

depositions &c. respecting this matter in Towns & Lands, I. 174-194: Rec. of Court of

Assists., Oct. 1679. “ Wheatly told that he came from Maryland and was bred and

born there.” He resided for a time in Stratford, and, as the Court decided, acquired a

settlement there.
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this Court, May 13, 1675, to veiw the lands of Derby, Wood-.

bury, Mattatock, Potatuck, and Wyantenug &c., and to con

sider what may be suitable bownds for each towne, that they

attend the sayd service as soone as may be and make reporte

thereof to the Court in May next ; and that no farm be layd

out within eight miles of either of those places till the com

mittee have made their return.

Wheras there hath been the grant of raysing of a troop of

horss in the county of New London some yeares since, which

is not yet accomplished, and yet sundry persons who have

‘ listed ymselves as troopers refuse to attend duty in the trained

bands, It is now ordered by this Court that all the souldiers in

the severall plantations shall attend and exercise their armes

in their several trained bands, notwithstanding their former

listings of themselves, untill they shall be compleatly fitted

with armes according to law and doe attend duty as a Troop

vnder theire commanders.

Upon the return of the inhabitants of Saybrook to the last

Court’s order sent to them respecting land belonging to the

colony, about the Forte, This Court desires and impowers the

Honord Major Tallcott and Captll John Allyn to setle that mat

ter, by composition or agreement wth Saybrook towne, as the

sayd Gentn shall see cause.

The Court’s adjourned till the Governor or Dept. Governor

see cause to call them againe.

 

[111] A GENERALL Oonar or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD,

MAY 13, 1680.

These were nominated to stand for election:

W"m Lect Esqr, Major Rob. Treat Esqr, Mr. Sam11 Willys,

Major Nath. Gold, Major Jn° Tallcott, Mr. Henry Wool

cott, Captn John Allyn, Mr. James Richards, Mr. Wm

Joanes, Mr. James Bishop, Capt“ Jno. Nash, CaptEl Tho.

Topping, Mr. Andrew Leet, Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt.

Rob‘L Chapman, Major Edward Palmes, Captu WIn Curtice,

Mr. Sam" Tallcott, Captn Benja. Newbery, Mr. James Fitch,

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Mr. Thom. Fitch.
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These were elected :

Wm Leete Esq’, Governor.

Major Robt Treate, Dept Govf.

Assistants.

Mr. Samuel Willys, Mr. James Richards,

Major Nathan Gold, Mr. James Bishop,

Major John Tallcott, Captn John Nash,

Mr. Henry Woolcott, Captn Tho. Topping,

Captn John Allyn 4‘ Secret?/, Mr. John Wadsworth.‘

Mr. Wm Joanes,

Mr. Joseph Whiting, Treasurer.

The Deputies of the Court are

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Mr. Siborn Niccols ; for Hartford.

Capt. Ben. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Jn° Chester, Mr. SamH Tallcott ; for Wethersfeild.

Ens. Jarrad Spencer, Mr. George Gates; for Haddum.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. John Standly; for Farmington.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White; for Midlcton.

Mr. Wm Bradly, Mr. Jn° Chidsey ; for New Haven.

Captn Wun Fowler, Captll Jn° Bird; for Milford.

‘ Lnt Nath. Merryman; for Wallingford.

Wm Hoadly, Elie: Stint ; for Brandford.

Mr. Wm Leet, Deacon Wm Johnson; for -Guilford.

Mr. Edward Griswold; for Kenilworth.

Mr. Danll Witherly, Mr. Charles Hill ; for New London.

Mr. James Fitch, Ens. Wm Baccus; for Norwich.

Mr. Amos Richeson, Mr. Tho. Minor; for Stoneington.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure ; for Lyme.

Mr. John Bankes, Mr. Jehu Burr ; for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Daniel Kellog, Mr. John Bowden; for Norwalke.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Francis Hall ; for Stratford.

Lnt Jonath. Bull, Mr. Joseph Theal ; for Standford.

Mr. John Bankes ; for Rye.

 

=76 The name of Andrew Leete, which, since May, 1678, has followed that of Capt.

Topping in the list ofAssistants is, this year, omitted. As itre-appears in its accustomed

place next year, and as without it the record of 1680 shows the election of only

eleven Assistants, we may presume the omission to have been made by the Secretary

and not by the vote of the freemen.
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The Court adjourned to the morrow, 8 of the clock.

14. According to his MamB command, the Governor did in

the presence'of the Court take the oath respecting the Act of

Navigation & Trade, appoynted by his Matie, it being admin

istered to him by Mr. Sam“ Willys, Major John Tallcott, Cap

tain John Allyn, and fouer others of the Councill of the Col

ony, May 14, 16803‘ .

Capt. John Allyn and Mr. James Richards were chosen

commissioners for the United Colonys for the yeare ensueing,

and Major Tallcot a reserve.

These were nominated for Commissioners, and confirmed in

their respective places :—Capt“ Newbery, for Windsor & Sims

bury; Capt. Jn° Chester & Mr. Sam“ Tallcot for Wethers

feild ; Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White, for Midleton

& Haddum; Capt“ Robt Chapman, for Saybrook & Lyme ;

Mr. Mathew Griswold for Lyme; Major Palmes is chosen and

appoynted comr for the county of New London ; Mr. Witl1erly

&_ Capt“ James Avery, for New London ; Mr. James Fitch, for

Norwich ; _Lnt Sam“ Mason & Lnt Tho. Minor, comrs for

Stoneington ; Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kellingworth ; Mr.

John Moss sen‘ is commissionated to marry and grant war

rants as occasion requires at Wallingford ; Mr. Sam“ Sherman

& Capt“ Curtice, for Stratford ; Capt. John Minor, for Wood

bury; Mr. Jehu Bur & MF.5 John Bur for Fayrefeild; Mr.

Richard Olmsted & Mr. Tho: Fitch, for Norwalke; Mr. Richard

Law & Mr. John Holly, for Stratford, Greenwich & Rye;

Ln‘ Jos. Orton, for Rye.

[112] Mr. James Bishop, Mr. John Bankes, Mr.' James

Fitch, are appoynted to audit the Treasurer’s acco“.

This Court doth appoynt Mr. John Bankes, Capt“ Wm Cur

tice and Capt“ John Beard to veiw and measure the distance

‘I‘ “ The acts of trade and navigation were exceedingly gricvious to the colonies.

They viewed them as utterly inconsistent with their chartered rights. This made

them extremely unwillingto submit to them. Massachusetts never would fully sub

mit; but as it was a matter of great and continual complaint against the colonies and,

as his majesty insisted on the respective governors taking the oath respecting trade

and navigation, it was thought expedient that Governor Leete should take it, in the

presence of the Assembly." 'l‘rnmbull’s Hist. of Conn., I. 856.

The Governor of Massachusetts had already taken the required oath, Feb. 7th

1679-80. Mass. Rec. V. 262.

7
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of the plantations of Woodbury from Derby and Mattatock,

and consider what may be a suitable bownds for each planta

tion, and how the divident lines of each plantation shall run,

and to make return of their thoughts and apprehensions (what

will be a suitable bownds for each town) to the Court in Octo

ber next. ‘

This Court doth appoynt Captn Robt Chapman and Mr.

Edward Griswold to lay out a country highway between Say

brooke and Kenilworth, in the most convenient place that may

be to lay it out fower or five rod wide ; and that town in whose

bownds Manuckatesuck river is are with speed to make a

bridge over the sayd river, that there may be suflicient passage

for hors and man at all times. -

This Court doth appoynt and order the inhabitants of Nor

walke to make a good and sufficient hors bridge over Norwalk

River forthwith, and secure the same for the future for the

country roade.

15. This Court findeing it necessary that the divideing line

between this colony and the colony of the Massachusetts,

appoynted in the charters, be run and marked out, haveing

never yet been mutually done, to the intent this Court may

know what lands they have at theire disspose and may order

plantations accordingly, and exercise their goverment to their

just limits, doe order that there be a letter drawn by the Gov

ernor and Councill and sent to the General Assembly of the

Massachusetts Colony, at theire next session at Boston,‘ to

desire their concurrance with us herein, and that they will

appoynt some meet persons on their behalfe to joyne wth such

as or Honord Governor and his Councill shall send from hence,

#6 “A letter was writ accordingly to the Massachusetts Government, May 27, 1680."

(Memorial upon the roll of copies &c. in Go]. Bound’s, III. 37, § 9.) The copy of this

letter has not been preserved. Upon its receipt and consideration, the Massachusetts

Court “judgeth it meete to agree wlh them in the motion for the runing of the lyne

between the two colonyes, beginning at the bounds betweene vs & Plymouth, and in

pursuance thereof, doe desire, appoint & authorize Major Jn° Pynchon & Joseph Dud

ley Esqfl to be a comittee to joyne in the works, Web they are to pursue will as much

'speede asrnay be, giving notice to them of Connecticot of the time when they will

attend it, & agreeing Wlh a meete artist to be improoved, and providing all other assist

ance & necessaryes as they shall see meete." (Mass. Rec. V. 270.) “ But notwith

standing these advances, no settlement of the Line was effected by the sd commission

ers." (Memorial &c. at supra-)
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whoe shall have allso full power to that intent ; and in case the

colony of the Massachusets doe not comply with or desires

herein, then this Court doth desire and impower or Honord

Govr and Councill afoarsayd to appoynt and impower such

persons as they judg fitt to run and marke out the sayd divi

dent line between this colony and the colony of the Massachu

sets; and to signify our intent of running the line without

them, if they will not joyne with us therein ; and that this be

effected and a return made thereof to the Generall Court here

at their session in October next.

The (lovernor and Councill haveing given this Court an

accot of their transactions with Mr. Wm Harris”‘ in persuance

of the order of this Court, October last, the commission and

instructions they have given him, and the agreement they

have made with him, and sattisfaction promised to him; as

allso their order for repayreing of Saybrooke forte, and com

missioning Abram Post to be Lnt of the forte, with their order

that if any doe presume to com on shoare armed or set up

any standard there wthout lycense within your township, that

by force of armes they be oposed and seized and in safe cus

tody be sent to the Govr and Councill, to give an account

thereof,—This Court declared themselves thankefull to the

Governor and Councill for what they have done and doe well

approve and confirm the same.

This Court appoynts Major Robt Treat, Major John Tall

 

* Mr. Harris sailed for England, in December, 1679. He was “ soe secret and pri

vate in his voyage,” wrote Gov. Cranston to the King, Jan. 6, 1679-80, “that he never

came to us to know what we had done by way of returns to your Majesty, neither did

he let us know of his goeing." (R. I. Rec. III. 78, from J. Carter Brown‘s Mss.) Gov.

Leete had informed Gov. Cranston, in his letter of December 11th, that Connecticut

was, “by the first opportunity, sending an agent or agents for England to defend our

right." (See Appendix No. XXI.) Mr. Harris was duly commissioned as the colo

ny’s agent, and took with him such depositions and other evidence as it ‘was hoped

would enable him to make good the title of Connecticut to the Narragansett lands.

He was also charged with the presentation of the General Court’s address to the

King. On his passage he was taken prisoner by a Barbary corsair, in December or

January, and carried to Algiers,—intelligence of which reached the Governor and

Council the following June (See Appendix No. X_XXIV). Hull’s Diary, under date

of December, 1679, mentions the capture, by the Algerines, of “Master Wm. Condy

and his ship, bound from Boston to London,”—on which Mr. Harris was perhaps a

passenger. “ He remained more than a year in captivity, and was finally ransomed

at a cost of about $1200. He travelled through Spain and France, reached London,

and died a few days after his arrival there.” Staples‘s Annals of Providence,587.

\
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eott, Mr. Jehu Bur and Mr. James Fitch, to be a committee

to heare all those matters and things that the Indians have to

acquaint them with, whither they be differences between. the

English and Indians or between the Indians themselves, and

to endeavour a finall issue of those atfayres and present them

to this Court for their sanction.

[113] Jehojadah Bartlett is by this Court freed from training,

upon aceot of the loss of his eye.

Major John Tallcott and Mr. John Wadsworth are appoynted

to keep the court at New London, June next.This Court ordereth that the Grand Jurymen appoynted by I

the county courts shall serve on the jury after once they

are appoynted, full twelve moneths before they be released.

This Court grants M" Harris for her reliefe in her hus

band’s absence, the 'surhe of five pownds.

May 16. Mr. Christopher Christophers,Thomas Avery and

John Avery were propounded for freemen.

This Court appoynts Capt!1 Lewes and Captn Standly to lay

out to Daniel Porter his former grant of land according to his

grantf‘ .

Vpon the petition of Edward Smith,1 this Court grants that

he shall have liberty at the Court in October next, to make out

his objections against his unckell’s will, and to make appeare

what right he hath to the sayd estate of his unckell, then,

provided he give his aunt timely notice thereof to appear and

defend her estate.

This Court appoynts the administrator of Alexander Bowes

estate to make, signe and deliver to Wm Harriss a deed of sale

for a. pareell of land sould by AlexIf Bow to Wm Harriss som

short time before his death.

John Roote haveing bought of John Warner deceased a

parcell of land and made payment, as is alledged, for the

same, and the sayd Warner having given no deed of sale for

 

* See Vol. II. 123, and note.

’[The papers relating to this case are in Priv. Controversies, I. 254-281. John’

Smith, of New London, died in 1680. By his will, made Sept. 24, 1679, he left his

whole estate, except a. few inconsiderable legacies, to his wife, Joanna. A nephew,

Edward, who had come'from England, at his une1e’s invitation, and, as he claimed

with the promise of being adopted as his son and made his heir, contested the will.
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the same, This Court doth order and appoynt the executors of

the sayd Jn° Warner appoynted in his will, to make, signe and

deliver deeds of sale for the sd land.

17. The relict of James Eglestone is by this Court author

ized to make, signe and deliver a deed of sale to Thomas

Eglestone for a parcell of land sold by her husband to him,

but not confirmed before his death.

Packer’s Oath. Whereas you, A. B. are chosen packer of

beife and porck and other things for the town of H. you

doe sweare by the liveing God that you will well and truely

pack all beife and porck and other comodities when you shall

be therevnto required. You shall pack no kinds of goods or

provissions'but such as are good and sound, sorteable and mer

chantable, nor any goods in any cask that is not of a just and

full gage. You shall allso set your perticular lnarke vpon

all cask packed by you. And in all things proper to! the

place of a packer you shall faythfully discharge the same from

time to time, according to your best judgment and conscience.

So help you God, in our Lord Jesus. '

Whereas you C. D. are appoynted by the County Court of

F. to be Clark of the sayd County Court, you doe sweare by

the great name of God that you will carefully and faythfully

execute the place and office of a clarke according to the best

of your skill; and that you will truely and faythfully record

all wills and inventoryes as shall be exhibited into the sayd

court, and by them ordered to be recorded, as allso all actions,

verdicts and sentances of the sayd court, and deliver true

coppyes when they shall be necessaryly required of you ; and

that you will not wittingly and willingly exceed the lawes in

your demands for sattisfaction for such records or coppyes.

So help you God &c.

Whereas you J . B. are chosen and appoynted to be a Town

Clarke or Register of the town of N., you doe sweare by the

great and dredfull name of the everliving God, that you will

faythfully and carefully execute the place and oflice of aTown

Clark according to your best skill, for the town of N., and

make entery of all such grants, deeds of sale or mortgages of

lands, as shall be compleated according to law, and all mar

riages, deaths, births and other writings as shall be brought to

you and you desired to record ; and that you will grant and

deliver necessary coppyes when required of you and pay ten

dered for the same. So help you God &c. ‘
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It is ordered that every Town Clarke shall faythfully date

all enteries he records in the records.

Whereas it is observed that saylors, while they are shipt,

oftentimes doe much prejudice to masters and owners of ves

[114] sells under whose employ || they are, by their prsent

expences at ordinarics and publique houses of enterteinment,

so that sometimes they are arrested for depts when the vessells

to which they doe belong are ready to set sayle, for prvention

whereof, this Court orders that no inn keeper or seller of

wine, beer, cyder or liq" shall after the publication hereof

arrest, attach or recover by law any debt or debts so made by

any saylor or saylors as afoarsayd, any law, use or custome to

the contrary notwmstanding.

The Committee appoynted to hear the Indians, haveing

heard their afl'ayres and matters, doe propound to this Court

as followeth, viz., as in theire return on file.‘

1. In retference to their complaints against the Mohawkes

and other Indians molesting of the Moheags and Pequotts &c.,’r

the Court haveing considered the same doe, in answer to this

declare to all concerned that they are or friends and we are

not willing they should be molested by any, and therefore doe

leave them to themselves to manage theire atfayres so as may

best conduce for theire safety, and we shall continue to be

their freinds and carry towards them as such upon all occa

sions.

2. As to Mamohoe,;§: some of 0r Gentll have been treating

with Major Pynchon to buy some land for them neer the sea,

and he hath taken it into consideration. If that can be pro

cured, it will be for them. If that fayles, other lands as con

venient as can be procured them shall be layd out to them.

 

*Indians, I. 397 a & b.

T “ Uncass, Cassasinamon & the rest of the cheife of them present as fol[loweth].

1. That the Mohawks about 3 yeares since gaue them molestation and putt a fright

and disquiet upon them in that they seized sundry Indians at Shautueket and con

veighed them away; they haue sat still euer since, and the Mohawks say they are but

as so many squas and are afrayd of them: and therefore enquire what they shall do;

whither they‘ n1ust sit still as they haue? ” Ibid.

1“ Mamoho propoundes to ye Court that their promiss and grant of that ground

engaged may be layd out to him for his people to hue and plant on, and says he had

promiss at Court twice, but nothing done, and if it cannot be obteyned he shall speaks

me more about it.” Ibid.
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3. As to Cassacinamon’s complaynt of his people removeing -

from him into some small parties, whereby they are not so

capable to defend themselves,”‘ This Court orders Captn Avery

and LM Mason and Mr. Minor, or any two of them, to acquaint

the sayd Pequot Indians under Robert’s goverment, to return

to his town as soon as planting and weeding is over, and con

tinue to be under Robert’s goverment as formerly.

4. As to Ackenach, sachem of Milford and Pauigesuck,

complaines that he wants land,-T though Stratford men doe

produce a deed of sale of the purchase of theire township of

the Indians, which deed is a clear pass of those lands to Strat

ford, yet for the conveniency of those Indians, noe provission

being made for planting land for those Indians, we doe grant

that they shall have a hundred acres of land layd out to them

upon Corum Hill, in som convenient place, by Captn Wm

Fowler and Mr. Jehu Burr; and this Court allso doe grant

the sayd Indians liberty to hunt, fowle and fish in Stratford

bownds, Milford and Derby, any clause in the deed to the con

trary notwithstanding, they doeing them no damage. Allse

Mr. Hawly is to lay out a hundred acres of land on the other

side of the river in Milford bownds, to the sd Indians.

5. As to Vncass his desires that his bownds of land may be

setled before he dyeth,:l: we are free to it, and as we have done

formerly so we still conclude we must, and shall be ready.to

pass by the infirmities of his old age, provided he doe not

willfully breake friendship wth us.

6. As to the gunns of Joshua’s children, which are desired

 

* “ Cassasinamon complaynes that those Indians that belong to his goverml scatter

into sundry townes contrary to his minde, that he cannot take that care and watch

that otherwise he might do, and therefore desires that if damage be done to ye English

by theirhogs or cattle that he may not be accountable for it, but the Indian town so

remoued, except they he commanded to line near him, that so he may inspect them,

which he desires may be ordered.” Indians, I. 39, a & b.

’(“Ackenach, sachem of Milford and Paugassutt complaynes that a piece of land

that they reserved for themselves and children, the English belonging to Stratford

have improued part of it without their leaue; at which they wonder.” Ibid.

i“ Vncass desires that the bownds of his lands may be setled before he dyeth;

being now ould, knows not how long he shall line and how soone he may dye, and is

desireous to leaue peace twixt his children & people and the English, acknowledging

his desires to be guided by the Councill, and in his old age if he should mistake him

_ selfe. through frailty, stands ready to be reduced by them.” Ibid.

§ “ 2. Whereas one of Joshua’s children are dead, he desireth that those gunns that
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by Vncass,§ those things doe properly concern the overseers of

Joshua’s will, and we cannot determine the case without first

speaking with Mr. Chapman and Mr. Buckingham, assureing

him in case Joshua’s children dye we shall not keep the gunns

from those from whom they doe properly A .

7. We order New London to runn the line between Vncass

and their land as soon as may be, with Vncass or his men."F

[115] 8. We order that if Vncass hath right to any land

about Quinebaug,i he may marke it out and disspose of it to

his son Owanecoe, and doe grant him liberty to disspose of it

to such Gent" amongst vs as he shall see cause to doe.

9. As to the come granted to Vncass for damage done in

his corn, the Court doe grant his desire that he shall have

in leiu thereof a quantity of powder and shot allowed them

and delivered to them by Mr. Fitch son‘, as he sees they shall

have occasion and necessity thereof.;|:

10. As to the six hundred acres of land allowed by Vncass for

the burning of New London prison,§ Mr. Fitch is to alow Vn

cass ten pownd for the same, and the rest he procures for the

land is to be allowed to the county treasury, viz. thirty pownds

of it.

11. To Wajohue’s desire of land for himselfe and people,||

Lyme deputies aflirming there is a sufficiency of land alotted

to him allready, if it prove otherwise the Court will consider

tliem when that appeares.

This Court orders that what land is allotted or set apart for

any parcells of Indians within the bownds of any plantation,

 

Joshua left with his children may be put into his custody until the liueing child comes

of age, and then to be deliuered up to that child, and if that child shall dye, that then

Vncass may disspose them to his children.” Indians, l. 39, a & b.

* “ Vncass desires that N. London bound lyne twixt them and Moheagon feilds may

be run and stated, that he may know his own bounds of land." Ibid.

1' “ Vncass alsoe desires that that land at Quinabaug River between sayd Riuer and

Egunck, which is about three miles broad, may be bounded and marked out, that he

might setle it upon his son Owoneco, and that he may have liberty to disspose it to

his friends when he shall see cause." Ibid.

1 The Court had allowed the Mohegans 80 bushels of. corn, to be paid by Norwich

and New London, for damage done to their corn. Uncas now “ desired that they may

have forty bushells of that corn paid in powder, to improue for their defence against

an enemy,” &c. lbid.

§ See page 43, and note.

|| “Naantick Sachem desires that a peice of land may be assigned for himselfe and‘

people.” Committee’s Return, ut supra.
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it shall be recorded to them and the same shall remayn to

them and their heirs for ever ; and it shall not be in the power

of any such Indian or Indians to make any alienations thereof ;

and whatsoever Englishman shall purchass any such lands

layd out or allotted to the sayd Indians, he shall forfeit treble

the value of what he so purchasses to the publique treasury,

and the bargain shall be voyd and null.

As for Paquanock Indians, this Court are informed that

they have sold their lands, and that there is a suflicient quantyty

of land at Golden Hill reserved for theire planting, and if

they need more, upon the discovery thereof it will be con

sidered.

May 19. In answer to the petition of John Potter, Samll

Heminway and Eliakim Hitchcock)‘ that they might have lib

erty (they having obteyned consent of New Haven) to-become

a village and to set up a distinct congregation there, with lib

- erty to invite and setle an orthodox minister amongst them,

This Court considering the great difficulties they have mett

withall in theire passage to attend the publique worship of

God hitherto, and upon hopes that they may be capeable to set

up and mayntaine the publique worsl1ip of God in that place

as a perticular society of themselves, doe grant them free lib

erty, if they doe find thernselves able to proceed and carry on

the worke in the best way they can. For their encourage

ment therein and towards the erecting a place of publique

worship, this Court will free them from country rates for three

yeares, the time to commence when they have a minister

amongst them, and then they are allso to be free from pay

ment of rates to New Haven, and not before. And this Court

doe desire Mr. Joanes, Mr. Bishop and Ca'ptn Nash to treat

with their neighboures of Brandford to grant the sayd village

what enlargement they can, upon the accot of good neigh

 

* Eccles. I. 70. The petition is signed by the three above named and James Deni

son, in the name of the rest of “the inhabitants of South-End, Stony River & others

upon the east side of New Haven river w"lin the confines and bownds of the sd Town,"

to whom New Haven had “granted the liberties and conveniency of a. village " and all

the town’s right, acquired by purchase from the Indians, to a tract of land within the

bownds of Brandford, but not hitherto sold or released by New Haven. They ask a

confirmation of this grant.

8
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bourhood and the necessity of the case, and New Haven pur

chass; and this Court shall be ready to grant them what

incouragement they may as it shall be desired of them, for

the future; and it is allso ordered that if upon tryall they

shall find themselves not able to goe throw such a worke as

maintayning a setled ministry amongst them, and are desti

tute of one, they shall return to their first station to New

Haven till they shall be able to goe thorow the worke.

This Court orders that the law title Booke Debts shall not be

of force till the first of May next.

A question ariseing concerning a clawse in the law title Rec

ords, fo: 62, where it is sayd, after September 1, 1673, all

deeds and grants made of houses and lands shall be acknowl

[116] edged before an Assistant or Commissioner, || and that

noe grant after the time afoarsayd shall be accounted com

pleated according to law but such as are written, subscribed,

witnessed and acknowledged as afoarsayd: the question

ariseing is whither by those words, compleated according to

law, be not to be understood that such deeds after the foarsd

date as are not so compleated, shall be adjudged null and voyd

in law for the future. This Question was resolved by the

Court on the afiirmitive.

Isack Lane complaining to this Court that a small tract of

land of halfe an acre, with a small cottage upon it, which for

merly was John Peirson’s,’Ik and by Hartford county court

setled upon the sayd Peirson’s sonn, adjoyning to his land, the

cottage is ready to fall, and the land unfenced, which is to his

the sayd Lane’s great damage, there being none in capacity to

look after the land, and the sayd Pierson haveing received no

deed of the sayd Lane for the sayd'land,—This Court, in the

behalfe of the orphan, doe nominate and appoynt Mr. Giles

Hamlin and LM Nath. White to veiw the land formerly men

tioned, and a parcell of land of sixteen acres in or neer the

New Feild which sayd land the sayd Lane is ready to give in

exchange for the former; and if they doe judg it to be a sufli

cient recompense, they are by this Court ordered to take a

 

*John Peirson, of Middletown, “died the beginning of July, 1677,” leaving “ one

son, three year old or thereabout.” Inventory in Hart. Co, P;-ob, Rec_ 111, 187_
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firme deed of sale for the sixteen acres to the child of sayd

Peirson, that the land may be secured to him, and to record

the same, and to make null the former record of the halfe acre

of land to sayd Peirson.

It appearing to this Court that the people of Norwalke are

yet unsattisfyed and unagreed about the stateing of the place

where the meeting house shall be sett, notwithstanding all

endeavours by committees chosen by themselves and by this

Court, and the act of a former Court; and they appearing

before this Court for a farther setlement of this matter ;* The

Court seriously considering the same as an expedient for peace

and a loveing setlement of the matter, doe heartily and affec

tionately recommend it to the good people of Norwalke forth

with vnanimously to agree and solemnly to corhitt the decis

sion of this controversy to the wise disspose of the Most High,

by a lott, which we hope may be that as will sattisfy and quiet

the spirits of all the good people of that place and be a hope

full means to continue and increase their peace and love.

20. Sam. Smith, James Sension, Sam“ Benedict, John Ben

edict, John Keilor and Sam“, Ralph Keilor, John Stoughton,

Nath Gaylor, Ben. Eglestone, Sam“ Phelps, Jolm Osborn Junr,

Sam“ Cross, Tho. Bissell, Sam“ Fernworth, John Birge, John

Day, John Waddoms, are by this Court made free.

Upon the petition of Tho. Vigers, this Court, to make a full

issue with him, doe grant unto him the surhe of six pownds to

be payd out of the publique treasury.

Mr. James Treat is by this Court approved for Lnt of Wetl1

ersfeild traine band, and Sam“ Wright Ensigne of the sayd

band.

The agreement between Mattatock and Derby concerning the

settlement of their bownds was exhibited in Court, approved

and ordered to be recorded in the records of this Court.

May 18, 1680. These prsents may certify the Generall

 

it Eccles. I. 61. Petition dated May 13th, 1680, signed by Tho. Fitch Sen., Walter

Hoyte, Thomas Betts Sen. and twenty-seven others. They cannot as yet see light for

to issue the meeting house controversy, in the mode recommended by the Committee,

by a Lot. They give their reasons for objecting “ to improve such an ordinance, in

which God's name is invocated, upon a detenninated case,” and urge the confirmation

of the Committee's return.
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[117] Court II or whom it may concern, that we the agents of

Derby being desired and appoynted by the inhabitants of of

towne, the 30 of Aprill, 1680, haveing full power to conclude

a line, place or places of bownds depending betwixt Mattatock

and Derby and make a finall issue of the matter before it comes

to the Generall Court, and we the agents of Mattatock, Wm Judd,

Thomas Judd Junr and John Standly Junr, being desired and

appoynted by or committee to gaine acomplyance with or freinds

Joseph Hawkins and Abell Gunn, according to the tenor of

the premises, so far as it concerns these two plantations we

doe agree that so the Generall Court may give their sanction

upon it, and doe by these pfsents determine a divideing line

betwixt us as followeth; that the sowth bownds of Mattatock

doe begin at a stake at Derby’s Twelve Mile end, and from

that stake to extend a west line where Derby and Mattatock

shall meet Woodbury bownds, and from that stake afoarsd at

the end of Derby Twelve Miles to goe Wth a straight line to a

stone marked w“1 M on the north side and D on the sowth

side, lyeing on the west side of Nagatuck or Mattatuck River,

and from that stone to the mouth of Beacon Hill brooke wher

it falls into Nagatuck or Mattatuck River, and that brooke to

be the divideing line eastward betwixt Mattatuck and Derby.

And this agreement is a final issue or a full settlement of the

bownds of Mattatock and Derby, which is to all intents and

purposes bindeing to them, their heires, assignes and success

ors. As witness 0r hands, the day and date above written.

Derby agents. Mattatock agents.

Joseph Hawkings, Wm Judd,

Abell Gunn. Tho. Judd,

John Standly senior.

This Court doth desire the Governor and so many of the

Assistants and councill as can be present to draw up an _an~

swer to the letters reced from the Honble Lords of the Coun

cill, and allso to the 27 Queries which were inclosed in the sd

letters, and to send them to them as soon as may be.*

Mr. James Fitch is by this Court confirmed Captain of Nor

wioh traine band, and Thomas Leflingwell LI", and W"I Bac

cuss Ensigne of s[1 traine band.

This Court upon good reasons given by Major Gold to the

satisfaction of this Court, doe free him from building upon

that house lott that lyeth between Mr. Nath. Burr’s home

 

*See the letters from the Council of Trade, the Queries and replies, Records of

the Council &c., in Appendix, Nos. XXVII-XXXI.
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lott and his owne, without any penalty,—any law to the con

trary notwithstanding.

This Court doth leave it with the Governor and so many of

the Assistants as can or doe conveen, to be a standing eouncill

to attend, issue and disspose of all such occasions as shall be

necessary to be attended in the vacancy of the Generall Court

as formerly.

This Court orders that the county treasurer in each county

shall have power, and is hereby impowered, to send his war

rant for the gathering of fines due to the county treasury,

throughout the county, as there shall be occasion and direct

the same to the constable, who is hereby required to execute

the same according to their tenor.

As an adition-to the law, page 51, title Suddain Exigents,

the Court doe order that the military officers in each planta

tion, on suddaine exigents, when any such fall out on any

plantation in the colony, by assault of Indians or others to the

dissturbance of the peace &c., it is farther added, that they

shall forthwith give acco‘ thereof, and of what they have done

in the case, to the Sarjt Major of the county, for farther direc

tion; and the Sarjt Majors in every/county have hereby full

power in the county where he lives, to direct, order, regulate

and improve the Militia in such county as he shall see cause,

[118] for the defence || of the County and to quitt the enemy ;

with the advice of the Assistants if it may safely be come at;

and to give an accot to the Generall Court or Governor and

Councill from time to time, for their farther direction, as there

shall be need.

2dly. It is- ordered that the Major of each county be sworne

duely to attend their commission according to law, and such

orders as they shall receive from the Generall Court, Gov

ernor or Councill, from time to time.

3d. It is ordered that the Sarjt Major in each county, at

such times as they see cause, shall send their warrants to the

cheife millitary officers in each plantation within- their respect

ive countys, to cause a veiw of the armes and ammunition, and

to see that the souldiers and inhabitants are provided according

to law; whoe are required hereby to make return hereof to
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the Major of the regiments respectively, upon the penalty of

twenty shillings fine for not attending according to such order.

That the Sarjt Major of each county have full power and

authority, if occasion shall require, to send forth their war

rants to the cheife oflicer of each company in their respective

countyes to require a millitary watch to be set in each town

to be continued till order be given to the contrary ; and that

the cheife officers in each towne, upon emergent occasion, are

impowered to appoynt the like military watch till they have

farther advice from the Sarjt Major.

Whereas this his Mam colony of Conecticutt in the time of

the late war hath been in great danger and put to great expen

ces of blood and treasure to defend the same, This Court

declare that hereafter if any attempt be made in forcible or

hostile mafier upon this his Maties colony or any part thereof

within the bownds granted by his Mali" charter, either by

natives or any others, upon any pretence whatsoever, the mo

tions of the Indians,’ by som suspected persons and evill

affected instruments seduceing them, haveing a tendency to

the dissturbance of or peace, therefore it shall be lawfull and

&_

*'l‘he occasional incursions of the Mohawks into the territory of Massachusetts

and rumors of an extensive combination of the Indians west of Connecticut river for

the destruction of the English settlements, awakened apprehensions of another Indian

war not less formidable than that with the Narragansetts and their allies; Within

three years past, the Mohawks had (as the Massachusetts Court declared) “ killed and

captivated above sixty of our friend and neighbour Indians, without the least injury

done by them, and also have in this interim done wrong to the English in killing cat

tle and robbing houses and marching in an hostile [manner] into some of our towns ”

(Mass. Rec. V. 300). Oweneco, in a petition or letter to the Connecticut General

Court, at this session, acquainted them that he had been lately infouned by some of

the Showtncket Indians that Nipmuck Indians had told them of a confederation or

league in which “ all the western Indians beyond New Haven were joined with the

Mohawks; only sachem Wompomb so called, with the Milford and others before men

tioned ;" and that Uncas, Oweneco himself and the old men of their council concluded

that there was “ a certain design complotting against us,” &o. Indians I. 39, c.

It is possible however that the colony’s preparations for defence against the Indi

ans were not without regard to adversaries nearer home who threatened “ our charter

rights and liberties.” There was a determination to repel aggressions on the Narra

gansett lands and the eastern border of the colony, by actual force, if necessary.

Where both colonies were so strenuous in the assertion of their rights, a collision was

hardly to be avoided. Before the General Court again met, a Connecticut ofiicer was

imprisoned at Newport, under a warrant from the Governor of Rhode Island, and in

retaliation, a Rhode Island magistrate was apprehended_and committed to gaol in

Hartford. See Appendix Nos. XXVI, XXVII.
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is hereby required that the Sarjt Major and the military ofiicers

in the severall counties and plantations of this colony, in

defence of or charter rights and liberties, after demand of

surrender first made and refused, doe take, seiz, apprehend

and bring to justice, and, upon resistance made by force of

armes, to oppose, withstand and repell such enemies; and all

inferior officers, civill and millitary, troopes and traine bands,

of the colony, are hereby required to be ayding and assisting

therein.

It is ordered that the lawe for fines respecting the neglect of

training, be for the future, three shillings, and that for con

temptuous carriage of any to their ofiicers when they are in

the feild, by wthdrawing from training after appearance, it

shall be in the power of the chiefe millitary officers to inflict

millitary punishments or fine upon them, not exceeding twenty

shillings. .

Whereas notwithstanding the law against shooting or dis

charging of gunns in the night, there is much disorder espe

cially after traineing and trooping dayes, Its hereby ordered

that all such disorderly fireing and shooting at such times,

after the shutting in of the evening, though no alarum follow,

be punisht with a fine of five shillings, one halfe part of the

fine to be to the informer that shall prosecute the same to

efl'ect ; any one Assistant or commissioner to hear and deter

mine any such case.

[119] The Court recommends it to the severall plantations

to procure some great artilery, one or two in each plantation,

at the towne’s cost and for the towne’s use.

It is ordered that there be a stock of ammunition provided

in each county according to the major’s order and at the

charge of each county, to be in a readinesse for the service of

the county, and that it be procured with all speed.

It is ordered that all commissions granted to millitary com

mission oflicers shall stand in force to all intents and purposes

intended in the sayd commissions at the granting of them, vntill

the Generall Court shall see cause to order otherwise.

Sarj‘ Major’s Oath. Whereas you R. T. have been chosen

to the oflice of Sarjt Major of the regiment of N. H. C[0u/nty],
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according to your commission doe sweare by the liveing God

that by your best skill and ability you will faythfully discharge

the trust committed to you, according to such comands and

directions as you have and shall receive from time to time

from the Generall Court, Governor and Councill, and accord-- '

ing to the lawes and orders by this Court made and established

in this behalfe. So help you God.

-Whereas this Court is informed that Sir Edmund Andross,

Governor of his highness the Duke of Yorke his Territories in

Americah, hath asserted that a certain Island called Fishers

Island, belonging to the heirs of John Winthrop Esqr deceased,

is part of his sayd Royall Highness territories,‘ which by char

ter from his Matie Charles the Second, King of England &c. is

indeed granted vnto this his Maties colony of Conecticutt and

under the goverment [thereof], This Court for the prserving

the just limits of his Mali“ gracious grantto them, doe hereby

publiquely assert that the sayd Island is a part and member of

this colony of Conecticutt and vnder the govermt thereof, and

that they have exercised and shall and will exercise goverment

there as occasion shall require; and doe hereby declare and

protest against the sayd Sr Edmund Andross and all other per

sons their claimes or exercise of any authority or goverment

on or over the sayd Island, that all such acts are unjust as

have _or may be exerted by any authority from the sayd Sr

Edmund Andross or any other then what hath been or shall be

derived from the power given by his Matie vnto this his colony,

are and shall be voyd as to bind any person or persons to any

obedience therevnto: and we doe hereby prohibit all and

every person and persons that are or may be on the sayd

Island from yeilding obedience to any authority whatsoever

save the authority of his Matie vested in the colony of Con

ecticutt.

This to be published at New London by the constable there,

and to be signed by the Secretary in the name of this Court.

This Court seriously considering the disspensation of Divine

Providence towards or nation in generall and 0\'selves in pertic

 

ular, and the decay of love to God and one to another appear

* Colon. Boundaries, II. 41: Appendix, No. XXIII.
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mg in those divissions that in some places doe yet continue,

with the abounding of sin amongst vs, the unthankefullness

for mercyes injoyed, and unfruitfullness under present advan

tages, threatening divine anger against vs, as ready to fall

upon us in the present face of affayres, and in the unseason

ableness of the weather, the overfiowings of the watters in

sundry places in the colony &c., all which calls vpon vs aloud

to humble orselves before the Lord for what is provoking

amongst vs ;* and this Court accordingly doe appoynt the 3d

Wednesday in June next to be observed throughout this col

ony a day of publique humiliation and prayer to seek the Lord

to shine upon vs, and preserve and bless or Lord the King and

or nation, and to be reconciled vnto vs in and through or

Lord Jesus, to humble, reform and amend vs, and make vs as

he may take pleasure in, to continue his presence and blessing

amongst us, to protect and save us, and so bless or injoyments

to vs that we may become an humble, fruitfull and holy peo

ple; and that God would smile upon vs in the season and

crown this year allso with his goodness.

For the better preservation and propagation of religion to

posterity, it is ordered by this Court that it be recommended

[120] to II to the ministry of this colony to cattechise the youth

in their respective places that are under twenty yeares of age,

in the Assembly of Divines Cattechisme, or some other ortho

dox cattechisme, on the Sabboth dayes.

2. To the end that vnity amongst the people may be con

tinued and increased, and that the people may have opportu

nety to pertake of the variety of ministeriall gifts, that it be

allso recommended to the ministers to keep a lecture weekly,

upon the fourth day of the weeke, in each county, as they

shall agree.
 

1‘ In September, 1679, the ‘ Reforming Synod ’ met at Boston, to consider “ the

evils that have provoked the Lord to bring his judgments on New England.” Mather

enumerates some of the evidences of divine displeasure (Magn. b. V. pt. 4): “ By

land, some of the principal grains, especially our wheat and our pease, fell under an

unaccountable blasl, from which we are not even unto this day delivered; and besides

that constant frown of Heaven upon our husbandry, recurring every year, few years

have passed wherein either worms or droughts or some consuming disasters have not

befallen the ‘labour of the husbandman.' By sea, we were visited with multiplied

shipwrecks, enemies prey’d on our vessels and sailors, and the affairs of the merchant

were clogged with losses abroad; orfires, breaking forth in the chief seats of trade at

home, wasted their substance with yet more costly desolations,” &c.

9
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A GENERALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, Ooronnn 14, 1680.

Will Leete Esq‘, Governof.

Robt Treat Esq‘, Dept Govr.

Major John Tallcott, Mr. Andrew Leet,

Capt" John Allyn, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Mr. James Bishop, Mr. Wm Joanes.

Captn John Nash,

Deputies.

Mr. WIn Pitkin, Ens. Nath. Standley; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj. New-bery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Captn John Chester, Lnt Sam“ Tallcot ; for Wethersfeild.

Mr. WIn Bradly, Mr. J01111 Chidsey ; for N. Haven.

Captn WIn Fowler, Capt. Jn° Beard; for Milford.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Bankes; for Fayrfeild.

Capt. James Avery, Mr. Charles Hill; for N. London.

Capt. Robt Chapman, Mr. Wm Parker; for Saybrook.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White; for Midleton.

Mr. John Gregory, Mr. Jolm Platt; for Norwalk.

Capt. James Fitch, Ens. Wm Baccus; for Norwich.

Mr. Wm Leete, Deac. Wm Johnson; for Guilford.

Lnt Nath. Merriman, Mr. John Bracket; for Wallingford. '

Lut Sam“ Mason, Ezekell Maine ; for Stonington.

John Mead Senr ; for Greenwich.

_Wm Hoadly, Eli Stint ; for Brandford.

Capt. Jn° Standly, Jolm Norton ; for Farmington.

Mr. Mathew Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure ; for Lyme.

Mr. Joseph Hawley, Mr. Francis Haule; for Stratford.

Mr. Joseph Theale; for Standford.

Lnt Henry Crane; for Kellingworth.

The list of the persons & estates of the colony, as followeth :

Persons. L1

247 Hartford, 17188 00 O0

177 Fayrefeild, 11354 00 00

268 N. Haven, 14284:-00 00

216 Windsor, 14353 00 O0

94 Stratford, Y 07199 00 00

96 Guilford, 06214 00 00
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49 Rye, 02274 00 00

50 Wallingford, 02466 00 00

44 Kellingworth, 02418 00 00

112 Midleton, 05018 00 00

33 Greenwich, 02032 00 00

60 Brandford, ‘ 03135 00 00

91 Saybrooke, 05421 00 00

60 Stoneington, 04632 00 00

62 Lyme, 03668 00 00

82 Norwalke, 05141 00 00

175 New London, 09818 00 00

90 Norwich, 05443 00 00

147 Milford, 08906 00 00

105 Standford, 05518 00 00

40 Haddum, 01946 00 00

181 Weatliersfield, 11928 00 00

95 Farmington, 05942 00 00

2574 ‘ 156298 00 00
This Court appoynts Capt" WIm Lewes to lay out to Deacon

Jud his grant of land according to his grant, in roome of LM

Steele.

[121] Mr. John Moss and Mr. John Brockett are appoynted

to lay out to Mr. John Bishop his grant of land according to

his grant.‘

This Court haveing heard what hath been objected against

the setlement of the estate of John Smith, late of New Lon

don, deceassed, by Edward Smith, as allso what hath been

replyed thereto by Mr. Wm Pitkin the attourney of the sayd

Smith’s executrix, doe see no cause nor reason to make any

alteration of the will of the sayd John Smith from what was

exhibited and proved in the court at New London, Aprill last.

James Judson, Isack Judson and Edmun Sherman are pro

pownded to be freemen of this corporation.

This Court by their voat have granted and confirmed Rich

ard Olmsted of Norwalke to be Captn of the traine band

there, and James Olmsteed to be their LB’.

 

‘F200 acresi laid out, by John Brockett and Thdmas Yale, Sept. 28,1684, on the

east side of New Haven East river. Col. Rec. Lands, II, 130, 183.
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18. August 16, 1680: This writeing signifyeth that whereas

Captn Fowler and Mr. Jehu Burr have been at Coram Hill

and layd out one hundred acres of land, be it more or less,

bownded wth marked trees and Stratford River and Samuel

Judson’s land, for the vse of those Indians, and not to make

sale of, that landfor the ose of those Indians, and not to make

sale of, that properly belong to Stratford to provide for, accord

ing to the law of this colony, we the sd townesmen of Strat

ford in the behalfe of the towne doe agree to the premises and

that the foresd Indians shall have liberty to make improvement

of it, they the sayd Indians sufficiently fenceing ofit. _Sufiicient

highwayes are agreed on, to be allowed in the sayd land, when

and where occasion shall be for the inhabitants of the sayd

towne, and conveniencie for fishing in the river side. Sub

scribed p ns, Thomas Vflitt, Steven Burritt, Samuel Sherman,

James Clarke ; Townesmen.

August 17, 1680. We whose names are herevnto subscribed

being appoynted by the Generall Courte to lay out in Milford

bownds one hundred acres of land for the Indians’ improve

ment, we have this present day layd out the sayd hundred

acres on the east side of Stratford rivet, being bownded on the

west with Stratford River, north with the brooke called the

Two Mile Brooke and devides between Milford and Derby, and

south with another brooke called the Turkey hill brooke ; and

neer the north we runn not far from the Two Miles Brooke,

from the river called Stratford River, easterly, one hundred

and sixty rods, and there marked a white oake and set a

straight range which is to run to the Two Mile Brooke nor

therly, and a straight range southerly to the brooke called

the Turkey Brooke; meet highwayes allowed.

Jehue Burr, Joseph Hawly; in the behalfe of Milford,

Robert Treate Senr, WIn Fowler, consenting.

The above written is a true coppy of the originall, as attests

John Allyn, Secry.

19. Mr. Georg Sanders haueing appealed from the judg

ment of the Court of the Assis", October 7, 1680, in a case

wherein Mr. Christopher Sanders was plntf. and Mr. George

defendant ;"‘ the Jury fownd for the plntf. thirty six pownds

 

*Reoords of Court of Assist’s, Oct. 7,1680; Hartford Co. Court Rec., IV. 3, 28;

Private Controv. I. 178-188. George and Christopher Sanders werejointly concerned

in a cargo shipped from New England to Jamaica, and there exchanged for goods,

which were sold in England. A question arose as to the division of profits and settle

ment of partnership accounts. The following testimonies, taken in this case, show

the rates of exchange on England, at this period:
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in Old England money or ninety pownds in country pay; and

the Court now haveing heard what hath been alledged by

both parties, doe declare that the judgment of the Court of

the Assistants shall not stand in this case, and doe establish

theformer judgment in the county court for an issue of this

case; Mr. Georg Sanders ‘giveing in suflicient and standing

securety to make good his part of the awarde, that so the ben

efitt and burthen belonging to the sixty pownds taken up in

England may ly upon and be unto them both proportionably:

the charges of prosecution in all courts to be born by both

parties by equall proportion.

20. The Deputy of Standford propownding to this Court to

grant to them liberty to erect a plantation at the north of their

bownds, this Court are willing to encourage them therein, pro

vided the land be suitable for granting such accomadation,

[122] and to that end the Court appoynt [I Mr. John Bankes,

Mr. Jos. Theale and Mr. John Platt, to be a committee to veiw

the sayd lands and to make report how they find_it, to the

Court in May next. .

Mr. Minor is appoynted to lay out to Captn Avery his grant

of land according to his grant, with Morgan.

20. This Court upon complaint of the Conecticutt Indians

that the Moheags doe intrench upon their bownds in hunting,

contrary to an agreement made between them, May 17, 1666,

which is upon record, wherein they agreed that the divideing

bownds should be at Ashowat to Wongushock and so to Was

hiack, and from thence northerly; from those bownds east

ward, Vncass to hunt, and from thence westward, Connecti

cutt Indians of Windsor, Podunck and Hartford to hunt: this

Court findeing this agreement firme and good doe now con

firm the same, and require all the Indians concernd, as they

“ Hartford, OctobIr 14th, 1680. These may certifie any whom it may consem that the

ordinary exchange at Boston between New England mony and mony Sterling or mony

of old England is twenty pounds per cent. The law allowes but 26“ per cent. in case

bills bee protested, but I haue it done between merchant and merchant oflten for 15" per

cent. as Attest, Benj'n Davis.

This I allso doe afirm as to merchants account to be, and I haue had myself a bill

of exchang, current pay, payd in England for tenn per sent, by me,

Will. Gibbons.”



70 PUBLIC RECORDS [Oct.

love and regard of freindship, to conform to, stand by and

make good this agreement, and not provoake and prejudice

one another contrary to theire fore-recited agreement.

To all whome it may concern &c. Be it knowne that we

hereunto subscribing, in the behalfe of the plantations of

Woodbury and Mattatuck, by the motion of honourable

freinds and weighty arguments us hereunto induceing,

have had a meeting upon the 29th of June, 1680, in order

to the setlement of the bowndaryes between the sayd two

plantations, and doe freely and vnanymously agree and con

sent as followeth, viz. that there be a line run due east from

the westernmost part of the bownds agreed and concluded

between Mattatuck and Derby,to Mattatuck River, and so

that line to be run from the sayd river two miles and twelve

score rodd due west, and then a line runn from the easter

most part of the great pond comonly known by the name of

Quassapauge, from such a part of the pond as by us allready

is agreed on, fowerscore rod due east, and then a straight line

from that foure score rod, to the afoarsd west corner between

Derby and Mattatuck, and from the afoarsayd corner fouer

score rod due east from the afoarsayd pond. The bownds is

agreed and concluded to run due north, to the extent north

ward of each plantation’s bownds, and that this or mutuall

agreement and firm setlement of our divident between or

plantations afoarsd is signifyed by our subscribing heervnto

this'29th day of June in the year of our Lord, sixteen hun

dred and eighty.

John Minor, William Judd, Joseph Judson, Thomas Judd,

Israel Curtice, John Standly Junf.

The above written is a true coppy of the originall, as attests

John Allyn, Secretry.

Vncas and Owanecoe desiring advice what to doe upon a

case which he prsents, viz. that he had forty fathom of peag

and a coat presented to him to engage him in a warr with the

Naticks against the Mowhawks, oifencive and defencive &c.

the Court having considered the same doe return that they

are much strangers to Indian customs in such afl'ayres, yet as

freinds to sd Vncass and Owaneco doe advice them to be care

full i11 these matters that they doe not prejudice themselves,

and the Court doth leave it with them to act there own pleas

ure therein, provided he doe not prjudice vs, who doe still

stand by or former engagement of freindship wth them.



1680.] or conm-icrrcur. 71

This Court appoynts Capt. James Fitch, Charles Hill, Lllt

Mason and LM Abram Post to try the line between.New Lon

don and the Mohegans, and to see it markt and setled accord

ing to former grant of the Court, and good sattisfaction of the

Indians, if it can be attayned ; if not, to make return of the

matter how they find it, to the next Generall Court. The like

they are to doe for Norwich, and Lyme.

21. This Court grants a rate of two pence upon the pownd

of all rateable estate in the colony, to be payd in wheat, pease,

Indian corn and rye, a third in wheat, a third in pease or rye,

a third in Indian corn, or porck, good and merchantable, full

size, repact by the packer: the wheat to goe, winter wheat at

48“. 6 p bush., summer wheat 48“. p bush. ; ry and pease at 38*’.

p bush.; porck at 3li 10sh p barrell: and if any p'ay above

[123] a 3d in pease or Indian, the Indian corn to pass at I] two

shillings p bushell and the pease at two shillings six pence p

bushell.

This Court appoynts Major Tallcott and Mr. Wadsworth to

buy the law bookes of Mrs. Richards,* if they can obtaine them

for the country upon reasonable tearmes.

This Court orders that the thirty pownds p annum agreed

by Ry to be payd to the minister, Mr. Dunham, shall be gath

ered by the constable with the country rate, in the same speciae

and price as the country rate, and by him to be payd to the

sayd minister. .

This Court orders that the sallery of Wallingford deputie

shall be the same wth Haddum deputies.

This Court doe grant Jonathan Smith, of Farmington, to be

a freeman.

This Court doc not approve of Mr. Wadsworth being LI",

and do recomend it to the traynband to goe to a new choyse

of a Leiftenant. '

AThis Court in answer to the pe[ti]tion of Mr. Hawly and

 

I‘Names Richards Esq. who had been one of the Assistants since October, 1664, and

had borne a prominent part in the administration of public affairs, died, at Hartford,

June 11th, 1680. His widow, (a daughter of William Gibbons) married Humphrey

Davie Esq. of Boston and Hartford, whose son John (afterwards, Sir John Davie,

Bart.) married Elizabeth, a daughter of Mr. Richards. Another daughter, Jerusha,

was the first wife of Rev. (afterwards Governor) Gurdon Saltonstall.
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Mr. Haule of Stratfordf that they might have a hearing of

the matter of Wheatly, they haveing heard and considered the

case doe see no reason to alter or reverss the judgment of the

court of Assistants, May 25th, last.

In answer to Mr. Charles Hill’s petition, this Court grant

him liberty for two hundred acres of land, provided he take it

up where it may not prejudice any former grant to any pertic

ular person or plantation.

This Court appoynts Capt!1 Allyn, Mr. James Bishop, Capt.

James Fitch and Mr. Bankes to audite the country acco" and

the accompts between the country and Hartford county.

This Court doe hereby grant three hundred pownds sterling

money of England, to be raysed upon the colony, with the

interest of it for a yeare or two till it be payd, to be improved

by the Governor and Councill in the best maner may be for

the redemption of Mr. Wm Harris from his captivity,’r if his

redemption require so much.

Timothy Traule, Job Drake, Georg Griswold and John

Moses haveing to this Court been complayned of for contempt

of' authority, _the Court haveing heard what hath been objected

against them doe find that their letters to the Governor, to say

the least, was to full of reflections and unsuitable expressions,

casting contempt upon the Governor without any just cause,

as doth appeare by their writeings under their hands, which

calls for due witness to be born against it by this Court : but

Timothy Traule appearing in this Court and manifesting by

his acknowledgment some sence of his evill therein, the Court

willing to take notice of the same, for his and theire benifitt

doe see cause now onely to lay a fine upon them of five pownds

apeice.1:

 

* Towns & Lands, I. 194.

T See page 51, and note: Appendix, Nos. XXXIV-XXXVI.

i The obnoxious letter, signed by the four above named members (as a committee)

“ of the new church and congregation at Windsor,” is in Ecclesiastical Papers, I. 74.

It was written, July 5th, 1680, in reply to a letter from the governor and council “ de

claring against all distinct meetings in Windsor for the public worship of God,” and

enjoining the withdrawers or new church to re-unite with the old. The committee

thought themselves “ more hardly dealt with than any other church of X1 in the col

ony,” and feared that the act of the governor and council “ would be provoking to
i the King’s Royal Majesty if he should hear of it;” “look upon themselves greviously
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This Court haveing considered the petition of some of Wind

sor* and the sorrowfull condition of the good people there,

and findeing that, notwithstanding all means of healeing

afoarded them, they doe remayn in a bleeding state and con

dition, doe finde it necessary for this Court to exert theire

authority towards the issuing or putting a stop to the present

troubles there; and this Court doe hereby declare that they

find all the good people of Windsor obliged to stand to and

rest sattisfyed with the advice and issue of the Councill they

chose to heare and issue their matters, which advice being

given and now prsented to the Court, dated January, 1677,’[

this Court doth confirm the same, and order that there be a '

seasonable vniteing of those of the 2d Society in Windsor with

the first, according to order of the councill, by an orderly pre-_

paration for their admission; and if there be objection against

the life or knowledg of any, then it be, according to the coun

cill advice, heard and issued by Mr. Hooker and the other

moderators successor ; and that both the former ministers be

released, and that the committee allready appoynted to seeke

out for a minister with the advice of the. church and town

colectively by their major vote, doe vigerously persue the pro

cureing of an able orthodox minister qualifyed according to

the advice of the Governor and Councill and ministers, May

last; and all the good people of Windsor are hereby required

to be ayding and assisting therein, and not in the least to ap

pose or hinder the same, as they will answer the contrary at

their perill.

This Court grants the Dept. Governor for his salery this

oppressed,” and humbly petition the governor either himself “ to grant [their] liber

ties aceording to law," or call the General Court together to hear their complaints, and

"how uuduely they are outed of the liberties [the Court] gave them " &c. This free

dom of remonstrance “ called for due witness to be borne against it,” as appears.

“ Timothy Thrall's plea,” in defence of this petition,or rather, disclaiming any design

of casting contempt on authority thereby, and a second petition from “ the new church

and congregation” (signed like the former,) of Oct. 14, 1680, are in the same volume,

Nos. 77, 78.

III Towns & Lands, I. 77. Other papers relating to the difiiculties in the Windsor

church are in the same volume, Nos. 63-68, 71-79.

1‘ Towns & Lands, I. 63.

10
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year forty pownds, and to the Treasurer and Secretary twenty

five pownds apeice.

This Court doe impower the GovernoIr and those of the

Councill that can and doe conveen upon his call, to hear,

order and disspose of such occasions as shall fall in to be nec

essarily attendcd in the intervals of the Generall Court.

‘ This Court notwithstanding the many rebukes the Lord is

pleased in the way of his providence to lay upon us, by those

late judgments which have come upon us more sorer than for

merly, cannot but see great reason to justify the Lord in all

that he hath brought vpon us, and allso to bless God that he

hath not consumed vs, and to prayse him that he hath been

graciously pleased to continue or peace and liberties civill and

sacred, and so much of the fruits of the feild and trees as may

be competent; that there is no cause of complaining for want

in or streets, as allso that the generall sickness that hath been

amongst vs hath not been so mortall as was feared; and for

that the Lord hath been pleased to grant his healing mercys

to his people ; and allso to bless God that he hath been pleased

to preserve or lord the King, and continue so much peace and

health amongst his people in New England as they have

injoyed; and doe appoynt the 3d Wednesday in November

next to be kept a publique Thankesgiveing through this col

ony, to prayse God for these and all other the mercys the

Lord is pleased to continue unto vs.

[124] A COURT or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY THE

12, 1681.

These were nominated for election: Wm Leet Esq‘, Major

Robt Treat Esqr, Mr. SamH Willys, Major Nathan Gold, Major

John Tallcott, Captn John Allyn, Mr. Wm Joanes, Mr. James

Bishop, Captn John Nash, Capt. Tho. Topping, Mr. Andrew

Leete, Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Robt Chapman, Capt.

James Fitch, Mr. Giles Hamlin, Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jehu

Burr, Captn W!n Fowler, Lnt Samll Mason, Capt. James Avery,

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Capt. Benj. Newbery7 Capt. Tho. Bull,

Mr. Henry Woolcott.
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These wereleleeted:

Wlm Leete Esq‘, Gov’.

Major Robt Treate Esq‘, Dept. Govr.

Assistants.

Mr. Samuel Willys, Capt. John Nash, s.

Major Nath. Gold, Capt. Tho. Topping,

Major John Tallcott, s. Mr. Andrew Leet, s.

Capt. John Allyn, Jr Secrefy, Mr. John Wadsworth, s.

Mr. Wm Joanes, s. - Capt. Robt Chapman,*

Mr. James Bishop, s. Capt. James Fitch,"‘

Mr. Jos. Whiting, Tresuh

The Deputies of the Court are :—

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Mr. Jona. Gilbert; for Hartford.

Major Edw. Palmes, Mr. Danll Witherly; for New London.

Captn Benj. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys ; for Windsor.

Capt. Jno. Chester, Lnt Samll Tallcott; for Weathersfeild.

Capt. John Standly, Mr. John Norton; for Farmington.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Ens. Nath. White; for Midleton.

Mr. George Gates; for Haddum.

Capt. Thomas Munson, Capt. Moses Mansfeild; for N. Haven.

Capt. John Beard, Lnt Sam"Eales; for Milford.

Ll" Sam“ Mason, Mr. Nehem. Palmer; for Stonington.

Mr. Wm Leet, Ens. John Grave; for Guilford.

Mr. John Brockett, Lnt Nath. Merryman; for Wallingford.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, Lnt Henry Crane; for Kenilworth.

Mr. Jos. Theale, Mr. Abram Ambler; for Standford.

Mr. Joseph Hawly, Ens. Stev. Burrett; for Stratford.

Mr. John Wheeler, Mr. Richdl Hubbell; for Fayrefeild.

John Gregory, John Boughton; for Norwalke.

Mr. Benj. Bruster; for Norwich.

Mr. WIn Parker; for Saybrook.

Mr. Math. Griswold; for Lyme.

John Brandige; for Rye.

Joseph Pherris; for Greenwich.

WIn Hoadly, Eli. Stent; for Brandford.

* The names of Capt. Chapman, of Saybrook, and Capt. Fitch, of Norwich, appear

for the first time in the roll of Assistants,—replacing those of Henry Wolcott, of

Windsor, who died, July 12, 1680, and James Richards, whose death, (June 11th,

1680,) has already been noticed.
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13. These were nominated for the severall plantations to be

commissioners for the year ensuing.

Captu Newbery, for Windsor & Simsbury; for Weathers

field, Captn John Chestcr& Mr. Samll Tallcott; Mr. Giles

Hamlin & LM Nath. \Vhite, for Midleton & Haddum; Mr.

Mathew Griswold, for Lyme; Major Palmes, Mr. Daniel

Witherly & Capt. James Avery, for New London; LM Samll

Mason & Mr. Tho. Minor, for Stonington; Lnt Tho. Tracey,

for Norwich; Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kenilworth; Mr.

Samuel Sherman, & Capt. Curtice, for Stratford; Mr. Jehu

Burr & Mr. John Burr for Fayrefeild; Mr. Tho. Fitch & Capt.

Rich. Olmsted, for Norwalke; Mr. Richd Law & Mr. John

Holly, for Standford & Greenwich; and Lnt Jos. Horton for

Rye; and Capt[1 John Minor for Woodbury. Mr. John Moss

is commissionatcd by the Court to joync people together in

marriage according to law, and power to grant warrants for

actions and distresses for rates and fines imposed upon any

person for insiiflicient fence by the fence veiwers.

Whereas there hath been a frequent custome in most of or

county courts to grant reveiws in civill actions which gener

ally or for the most part are desired upon frivilous and fraud

ulent pretences of plntfs. and defendants, This Court haveing

considered the same doe order that no reveiws shall be granted

to plaintifs upon any pretence whatsoever nor to any defend

ants whoe have been sumoned to answer his action twenty one

dayes before the sitting of the Court, nor upon actions of debt

by specialties, any usage or custom to the contrary notwith

standing.

This Court desire Major Tallcott and Captn Allyn they or

either of them to assist in the keeping of the county courts in

New London this yeare, and to administer the Assistants oath

to CaptI1 Chapman and Capt11 Fitch. .

Major Robt Treat and Capt[1 John Allyn are by this Court

chosen and appoynted comissioners for the Vnited Colonys this

yeare ensuing; and Major John Tallcott, for a reserve.

[125] Henry Wakely petitioning this Court to grant him

some sattisfaction for service he did for tl1e colony in or about

Mattebeseck, and for some damage he received thereby, the
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Court to issue all complaints and differences in the matters

between him and Midleton and the colony, doe see cause to

grant him two hundred acres of land, provided he take it up

where it may not prejudice any plantation or former grant

made by this Court. Captn Minor and Lm Joseph Judson are

appoynted to lay it out to him according to his grant?‘

This Court for the encouragement of Mr. Samuel Streete

grant him two hundred acres of land, provided he take it up

where it may not prejudice any former grant to any person or

plantationj

14. Mr. Christopher Christophers, Thomas Avery, John

Avery, James Judson, Isack Judson and Edmond Sherman

were accepted freemen of this colony.

These presented for freemen:—Eliezer Smith, Nath. Seely,

John Hubbell, and Joseph Rowland, Steven Merrick, Steven

Root, Wm Lewes, Wm Higginson, Mr. Sam“ Woolcott, Mr.

Robt Wells, Lnt Thomas Hollister, Mr. John Robbins, Mr.

Josh. Robbins, Mr. John Buttolph, Mr. Timothy Hide, Mr.

Steven Chester, Mr. Sam“ Wells, Mr. John Lattimore, Jos.

Churchall, Benja. Churchall, Jos. Edwards, John Kilborn,

John Goodrich, John Ryley, Sam“ Boreman, John Wells,

Theoph. Sherman, Bezaliel Lattimore, Sam“ Smith, Jacob

Gofife.

This Court doe order that the towne of Saybrooke doe pay

to Lnt White and Deacon Haule, twelve shillings for their

runing of the line between them and Kenilworth.

This Court doe order that the bounds between Lyme and

Haddum layd out by Nath. White and Deacon John Haule

shall stand as their stated bownds, and that they, viz. Lyme

and Haddum pay the measurers for the same.

The administrators of Thomas Hale’s estate appoynted by

the Court moved this Court for liberty to make sale of a par

* This grant was not laid out before Feb. 1716-16, when it was assigned by James

Wakely of Stratford, son of the grantee, to Benjamin Fairweather of Stratfield, by

whom it was taken up, (with other assigned grants) between Fairfield and Danbury

bounds, west of Newtown. Col. Rec. Lands, III. 449, 188.

1’Laid out, April 24, 1682, between Wallingford and Middletown bounds, for Mr.

Samuel Street, pastor of the church at Wallingford; and by him conveyed, June 27,

1686, to Mr. John Hulls, of Derby, chirurgeon. Col. Rec. Lands, II. 49, 121.
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cell of land belonged to sayd Hale, to pay his debts &c. They

allso produced a writing from sayd Hales eldest sonn to mani

fest his desire and consent to their so doeing. This Court

haveing considered the same doe grant their consent, and doe

hereby impower them so to doe ; allwayes provided any right

to the widdow, by the law title Dower, be not prejudiced

thereby.

This Court haveing heard Mr. Woodbridg' his petition, in

answer thereto by their vote declared they doe grant him a

hearing provided his people that engaged him (as he sayeth)

mayntenance doe voluntarily com before the Court on Tews

day or Wednesday next and joyn issue with him; otherwise

they will leave him to the comon law for tryall of his right

with them.

This Court being moved by sundry persons to repeale a

former order made prohibitting transportation of dear skins

out of this colony, which the Court haveing considered doe

order that the sayd order be repealed, and the trade of skinns

be opened; onely it is_ now provided that whosoever shall

transport any skinns of bucks or does, he shall give publique

notice to the inhabitants of the towne, a moneth before such

transportation, at a town meeting or by a writing set up upon

the ordinary or mill dore, in the town wher he dwells, that he

is upon transportation of such skinns ; and if any of the inhab

itants or others will give for such dear skins six pence p pound

in wheat or money or other pay equivalent, he shall not trans

port the sayd skinns, or so many of them as so much pay is

tendered for, upon the penalty of the forfeiture of the skins so

shipped to be transported, or the full value of them.

16. This Court desires the HononlI Dept. Gov‘, Major Tall

cott, Lnt Mason and Mr. Palmer to be a. committee to heare

what the Indians have to say and to prepare the matters for

the Court.

This Court upon consideration of Joseph Stonhard’s great

loss by sickness and otherwise, last yeare, doe remitt his coun

try rate made by the list prsented to the Court October last.

 

* Rev. Benjamin Woodbridge, now about removing from Windsor, where he had

been engaged as minister of the new or seceding church. See page 82, post.
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17. This Court haveing considered the restraint or imbargoe

that the GovI and Councill put upon transportation of graine

out of the colony, as matters were then circumstanced, it was

absolutely necessary and according to their power; but the

face of affayres at prsent being altered and some darke clouds

removed, this Court sees cause to take ofl"this imbargoe.

In adition to the law title Booke Debts &c. page 19, it is by

this Court_ordered that all small debts of forty shillings value_

and vnder shall be recoverable by law within seven yeares after

they are contracted, the sayd former law above mentioned not

withstanding.This Court being informed that the law title Rates, f0. 61, i

62, 63, doth not alow colectors of rates sufiicient sattisfaction

for gathering in of rates, doe now order that the colectors of

rates shall for every rate they distreine have, besides the two

pence on the shilling allowed by the former order, have fower

pence for every mile he goes forth to serve such levy, with

necessary ferridg if he pass over any ferry, which he is to levy

with the rate upon the estate of the person that shall neglect

or refuse to pay his rate according to order.

This Court being sencible of the great abuse that is grown

up amongst vs by persons takeing up, marking and branding

horses or hors kind and makeing sale of them to the great

damage of the owners &c. for the prevention whereof this

[126] Court doe order that after the publication hereof,

whosoever shall take up any hors or horse kind, in the woods

or elsewhere, he shall bring them into the town if he brands

or markes them, and it shall be in the pownd or some other

publique place appoynted by the towne, and it shall be done

by the publique ofiicer appoynted to brand horses, and the

owner of such horses shall make out his clayme to the horses

he desires to have branded or markt, according to former

order; and the sayd brander shall record all such horss kind

as he markes or brands, with their age as neer as can be,

colour and markes naturall and artificiall, as allso the day,

and yeare when he so markt and branded any such horses,

upon the penalty of forty shillings for neglect of his duty here

in; and the sayd brander is to be payd or allowed reasonable
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sattisfaction for his labour and travell in branding such horses.

And it is farther ordered that no bargain or sale of any horss

shall be allowed as good in law unless the same be entered in

the brand booke in the town where the sale is made, with his

age, colour and markes, naturall and artificiall of the sayd

horss, mare or coalt, and the day and yeare when such sale

was made, and he that makes the sale of any such horss or

horse kind shall pay unto the keeper of the brand booke six

pence for every entry he shall make.

And it is ordered that whosoever shall take up and brand or

marke any horss kind contrary to this order, he shall pay for

the first offence five pownds to the treasury or be whipt ten

lashes on the naked body; and for the second ofi"ence he shall

pay a fine of tenn pownds or be whipt seveerly twenty lashes;

for the 3d offence he shall be committed to the house of cor

rection and there be kept at hard labour and with cours dyet

for six moneths, and be whipt once a quarter seveerly, or pay

a fine of twenty pownds.

And it is ordered that all horses or horss kind that are

above two yeares old unmarked or unbranded, that are taken

up by any person, they are to be returned forthwith to the

constable, whoe is to cry them forthwith in the three next

townes, and if no owners appeare within three weekes after

such crying of the sayd horses, the constable is with the advice

of the next assistant or commissioner to make sale of such

horss or horss kind, or marke them for the use of the county.

And all constables and grand jurymen are hereby required

to make dilligent search after all such persons as shall trans

gress this order, and to make prsentment thereof to the next

authority forthwith.

This Court doe confirm James Avery Captain of New Lon

don traine band, and do recommend it to New London traine

band to make choyse of a LM and Ensigne speedily, and that

at least one of them may be chosen out of one of the inhabit

ants who dwells upon the town plott.

18. Mr. John Brockett and Mr. John Moss are appoynted

to lay out to Captn Wm Lewes his grants of land, according
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to his grants. They are allso appoynted to lay out Mr. Street’s

grant of land, according to his grant.

This Court doth order those plantations that doe adjoyne

to land belonging to Vncass, sachem of Moheag, or that have

any land of his within their township, that is not purchassed,

to appoynt some meet persons of their towne to joyne with

Vncass, or such as he shallappoynt, to perambulate and run

the sayd lines between them as afoarsd, and to certify the

Court in October next how they find matters; and for those

lands of Vncass that are out of any plantation bownds, this

Court appoynts Captn James Fitch, Lnt Samll Mason and

Abram Post to perambulate with him, to take notice of and to

committ to writeing what they observe he demands, and what

right he makes to appear to his demands, and to make return

of the same in writeing to this Court in October next, that so

the Court may setle the same.

This Court orders that New London doe forthwith pay unto

Vncass that twenty five bushells of Indian corn (or other pay

to their content) the Court ordered them to pay to Vncass and

his people for damage done by their horses and cattell in their

come, within the space of one moneth, and upon neglect of

doeing, the secretary is to grant execution for the same to

Marshall Grave, who is to execute the same.

As to what is propounded by Vncass in reiference to

Joshua’s will, This Court doth suppose it was exhibitted,

proved and recorded according to law, in the court at New

London; and if the executors doe not find out a way for his

[127] mayntenance according to his will, they then expect

their order, made the Court of Election, 8th May, 1679, be

attended in that behalfe.

This Court orders that Major Treate, Captn Wm Fowler and

Mr. Jehu Burr doe take another veiw of the land layd out to

the Indians at Coram hill, last yeare; and if it be (as the

Indians complayn) so full of stones that it is unfitt to plant,

that then they lay it out againe according to the Generall

Court’s former intent.

This Court appoynts that Capt. James Avery, Mr. Wither

lee, Captn Mason and Mr.. Nehemya Palmer doe speedily

11
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inquire out, seek after and procure a tract of land that may

be suitable for the accommodation of Momohoe and the Pequots

with him in those parts, as comodious as may be, either by

exchange or moderate purchase.

And whereas Vncass hath desired this Court that in case

any occasion of transacting any affayres between this colony

and him should be,in which his appearance may be expected,

that his son Owanecoe and Woewemant his counsellor appear

ing, what they shall agree upon shall be deemed efl'ectuall to

all intents and purposes as if it had been done by himselfe,

The Court accepts of his proposition, and so shall attend for

the future.

19. This Court grants unto L171t Tho. Hollister, one hundred

acres of land, provided he take it up where it may not pYjudice

any former grant to any plantation or perticular person.‘

This Court doth impower the Governor, or in his absence, the

Dept Govr and Assistants, soe many of them as can conveen

upon his call, to be a Councill to hear, order and disspose of

such things that are necessary to be acted and attended in the

intervalls of the Generall Court. This to stand till October

Court next. _

This Court haveing heard Mr. Benjamin Woodbridg his

petition, doe find that it may be dificult to com to a just issue

of the case, and that it may be hazardous to the peace to enter

perticularly into the bowells of the case, as matters are circum

stanced; therefore as a finall issue of all matters of strife about

demands by Mr. Woodbridg upon the people of Windsor for

his labours there, This Court doe grant unto Mr. Woodbridg

the sum of two hundred acres of land for a farme, provided he

take it up where it may not prjudice any former grant to any

perticular person or plantation. And this Court doe recom

mend it to those of Windsor who have been engaged to sdl Mr.

Woodbridge, that now at his parting they would consider their

engagements to him and act towards him as they are in duty

 

*Assigned by Lieut. Hollister to Nathaniel Borman, Sept. 1682; by Borman to

Capt. James Fitch, 21 Oct. 1682; by Fitch to John Chandler Jr. of Woodstock, July

21, 1691; and laid out to the last named, on the east side of Quinebaug river, in what

is now Thompson. A patent was granted to Chandler, in 1691. Col. Rec. Deeds

&0. II. 226.
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bownd; and we recommend it to Mr. Woodbridge as a freind

to peace, that he would rest sattisfyed therewith.

This Court grants Thomas Vigers, as an issue of all accots

between the country and him, the surh of fifty two shillings.

Vneass haveing desired that there might be some articles of

agreement made between them and him, the Court considered

the same, and a writeing was made and both were signed and

delivered in this Court, and are kept upon file; and the Court

appoynted the secretary to signe one of those writings in the

name and by order of the Court, and the same was delivered

to Vncass in the prsence of the Court.”‘

This Court being moved to grant liberty to erect a plantation

upon the Hopp Groundt and adjacent lands, about twelve

miles to the northwards of Standford, doe grant their request,

and appoynt Captn Richard Olmsteed, Lnt Jonath. Bell and

LM Jonath. Lockwood and Mr. Joseph Theale, to be a com

mittee to entertain such persons as shall plant there, and to

manage, order and disspose of the aifayres of that plantation,

according to their best skill and so as may best advance the

wellfare and growth of the sayd plantation; and they are to

take care that there be a suitable lott layd out for the first

minister of the place, and a lott for the ministry, to be and

belong to the ministry for ever.

This Court orders that all transient persons shall inhabit in

a plantation at least three moneths before they be called forth

to traine.

This Court grants Edward Smith liberty to reveiw the case

he prosecuted against his Aunt Smith formerly at this Court,

at the Generall Court, October next. _

This Court confirms John Standly Leivtenant of the traine

band of Farmington.

The Treasurer informing the Court that some townes, as

allso some perticular persons, stand debtor to the country, the

Court orders the Treasurer to send forth his warrants to

require the sayd townes and persons to make up their acco"

 

* See Articles of Agreement between the Governor and Company and Uncas, May

18th, 1681, in Appendix, No. KXXVIII. _ ‘

T Aflerwards named Bedford. See records of May Session, 1682.
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with the Treasurer, and in defect the Marshall to be sent down

according to law.

This Court impowers the widdow of Daniel Warner deceas

sed, to grant a deed of sale to WI" Higginson for the land he

bought of her husband.

This Court have granted that the bownds for the plantation

of Mattatuck shall runn eight miles north from the town plott,

as their stated bownds, and doe confirme and rattify the

bowndaryes agreed upon by Mattatuck and Woodbury planta

[128] tions, || and the bowndaries agreed upon between Mat

tatuck & Derby inhabitants, which more at large is sett down

in their subscribed papers by the hands of the committees

appoynted by each plantation ; and Mattatock bownds on the

east shall be upon Farmington bownds.

Leiutenant Standly and John Norton are appoynted by this

Court to lay out Mattatuck bownds.

This Court grants liberty to Nehemiah Palmer and any

other with him to buy Cattapesett* his land on the east side of

Paquatuck River, in case he shall offer it to sale: and if it

shall hereafter appeare to be within the limits of this colony,

then this Court doe engage to reimburss the sayd Palmer and

those that shall joyne in the sayd purchass with him, and take

the sayd lands into theire hands for country use and disspose.

The above written was concluded in the Generall Court.

Attested p John Tallcott Ass‘.

[The following act or order of the May Court was emitted by the recorder. It is

fOl1Ild entered, in regular course, among the manuscript additions to the printed Col

ony Laws (of 1673) in copies in the State Library and Library of Yale Col1ege.]

Whereas the building of ships is a business of great import

ance for the common good, and therefore sutable care ought

to be taken that itt be well performed according to the custome

of England and other places, It is therefore ordered by the

Authority of this Court, that when any ship or other vessel is

to be built, aboue fiveteene tunns, the owner or builder in his

absence shall, before they begin to planke, repayr to one or two

 

I“The son of Herman Garret or Cashawashet, who had succeeded to his tather’s

title to lands in Stonington bounds, east of Pawcatuck river. In December, 1681,

Catapeset agreed, for £20, to convey to the town of Stonington a part of these lands.

(Ston. Town. Records.)
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of the next magestrates or commissioners, uppon the penalty

of tenn pounds, who shall appoynt one able man or more to

suruey the worke and workemen from time to time, as is usuall

in England, and the same so appointed shall haue such liberty

and [such] power to suruey the sayd ship or vessel as belongs

to theire office.

And if any ship carpenter shall not uppon his or theire

aduice, reforme and amend any thing which he shall find to

be amiss, then uppon complaint to the authority aforesaid he

or they shall appoynt two of the-most sufficient carpenters

within theire precincts or within the collony, or one ship

master and a carpenter if occation [require], and shall author

ize them from time to time, if there be occation, to take view

of euery such ship or vessel and all workes thereunto belong

ing, and to see that itt be performed and carryed on according

to rules of art. And for this end an oath shall be adminis

tered to them to be faithfull and indiffrent betwene the owner

and the workemen; and theire charge to be borne by such as

shall be found in defl"ault; and if no deifault appeare, the

charge shall be borne by the builder and owner by equall

proportion.

And those veiwers shall haue power to cause any bad timber

or other insufiiciant worke or materialls to be taken out, att

the charge of them through whose default it grows.

A GEN“ Courrr HELD AT HARTFORD, Ooronr 13, 1681.

Wm Leete Esq’, Govt

Major Robt Treate Esq‘, Dept Govr.

Major John Tallcott, Captrl John Nash,

Captn John Allyn, Sec’;/, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Mr. Wm Joanes, Captn Robt Chapman. I

Deputies.

Mr. Richard Lord, Mr. WIn Pitkin; for Hartford.

Captll Benj. Nubery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Mr. Samll Tallcott, Lnt Samll Steele abs.; for Weathersfield.

Capt. Tho. Munson, Capt. Moses Mansfeild; for New Haven.

Mr. John Wheeler, Mr. Joseph Lockwood; for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Daniel Witherly, Mr. Charles Hill abs. ; for New London.

Mr. Sam11 Eales, Mr. Tho. Camfeild; for Milford.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawly abs.; for Stratford.
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Mr. WIn Parker, Mr. John Chapman; for Saybrooke.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, LHt Henry Crane; for Kenilworth.

Mr. Wm Leete, Ens. John Grave; for Guilford.

LM Jonath. Bell, Mr. Josh. Hoyt; for Standford.

Sarjt Walter Hoyt, Sarjt John Plott; for Norwalk.

Mr. John Mosse, Mr. John Brockett; for Wallingford

Capt. Jamcs Fitch, Lnt Tho. Leflingwell; for Norwich.

Mr. Amos Richeson, Mr. Ephraim Minor; for Stonington.

Mr. W[11 Hoadly, Mr. Eli. Stent; for Brandford.

Georg Gates ;‘ for Haddum.

Peter Disbroe; for Rye.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure; for Lime.

Captn Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Standly; for Farmington.

LInt Ens. White, Deac. Samll Stocking; for Midleton.

These are propounded for freemen: John Whitlesey, Nath.

Chapman, John Clark and Robt Lay Junr.

The List of the persons and estates of the colony are

Persons.

250 Hartford,

218 Windsor,

189 Wethersfeild,

240 New Haven,

150 Milford,

100 Guilford,

101 Stratford,

085 Norwalke,

184 Fairfeild,

096 Saybrooke,

105 Norwich,

174 New London,

052 Wallingford,

063 Brandford,

117 Midleton,

057 Stoneington,

110 Standford,

050 Rye,

048 Kellingworth,

096 Farmington,

L. sh.

17189 00

13943 19

12707 00

12463 10

09394 10

06620 00

07367 00

05442 00

11688 00

05622 15

06176 17

09938 00

02652 00

03255 00

04959 00

04516 00

05904 19

02415 00

02420 00

06017 00

d.

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

06

00

00

00
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066 Lyme, 03711 00 00

052 Greenwich, 02374 14 00

037 Haddum, 01833 18 06

2513 T —

Major Tho. Clarke is plntf. by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants held at Hartford, May 31,

1681, Capt. Tho. Topping, defen‘;* which action originally

was an action of the case respecting certain goods and corn

(retained by sayd Captn Topping) belonging to the estate of

the sayd Major, unto a surrender of the sayd goods or corn, or

pay equivolent, debt together with damage to the value of

fifteen pownds. In which action the jury did then find for the

defendant cost of court, twelve shillings allowed. This Court

haveing heard and considered the case doe see no reason to

vary from the judgment of the Court of Assists, but find for

the defnt cost of court; cost of Court of Assistants and this

Court is twenty two shillings. Execution dd, June 12, 1682.

[129] This Court doth grant and impower Capt. Robert

Chapman, Captn James Fitch and Mr. Thomas Buckingham,

they or any two of them, with power of administration upon

the estate of Joshua, Sachem; who are also desired to have

oversight of his child in bringing of him up according to

Joshua’s will.

7 This Court haveing heard the petition of James Wakely,’y

for a releas or remittance of the forfeiture of his band which

he hath long since forfeited, the Court having considered the

same and what he hath presented, doe not find that he hath

given any just reason to move the Court to remitt any part of

the sayd forfeiture of his bond.

 

* See testimonies &c. in this case, in ‘Private Controversies,’ I. 191-197. Major

Thomas Clark, of Boston, was the principal proprietor of the iron-works at Branford.

This action was brought to recover the value of certain goods left in the custody of

John Wilford, of Branford, Major Clark’s agent or clerk,.which at his decease had

passed into the possession of Capt. Topping.

T Priv. Controv. I. 251-253. James Wakely left the Colony in 1666, and had since

been living in Rhode Island. A recognizance of £150, for his appearance before the

Court of Assistants, having been declared forfeited, his house and lands were taken

to satisfy the execution. See Vol. II. 34, 59. In 1673, he petitioned the Court of

Assistants for an abatement of the forfeiture (Records of Co. of Assts., I. 14), and

now renewed his petition, to the General Court. '
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Whereas the law, title Constables, f0: 15, doth alow the con

stables liberty untill October yearly, to make up their acco"

with the Treasurer for the payment of the country rates, is

found inconvenient, the Court now sees cause to repeale that

clause in the law, and to order that the constables in the

respective plantations doe for the future make up their accots

with the Treasurer by the first of September yearly, and that

the audito" doe audit the accolB with the treasurer, sometime

before the last of September yearly, that so the Genn Court

may understand the state of their atfayres. It is also ordered,

if the constables neglect their duty required by this order, they

shall be lyable to the same forfeiture which was imposed for

the breach of the former order.

Major Winthrop‘ is Plntf. by way of appeale from the Court

of Assis", May 31, 1681, Edward Cullver is Defnt, which

action was an action of the case, for that the sayd Culver doth

unjustly keep possession of some part of the Plntf’s land, to

the damage of ten pownds and a surrender of the sayd lands.‘

In this action this Court doe find for the plntf. a surrender of

the house and land in controversy and cost of court. The cost

of court allowed is seven pownds ninteen shillings and six

pence. Execution dd, Octobr 24, 1681.

Adam Niccols is plntf. by way of appeale from the Court of

Assistants, Octobr 6, 1681, John Butlar is defen‘, which action

was an action of the case, for that sd Butlar refused to give

sayd Niccols a deed of sale for the dwelling house that Adam

Niccols of Hartford now resideth in, with the home lott and

orchard belonging thereto, according to bargaine and agree

ment as p writing will appeare, wth damage to the value of

ninety pownds.T In this action the Court find for the defend

 

>8 Priv. Controv. I. 282-290: Records of Co. of Assts., I. 29, 33. Edward and Joshua

Culver lived at or near the head of Mystic river, on the west side, near Gov. Win

throp’s mill. Major Fitz John Winthrop claimed the land occupied by the Culver’s,

by virtue of a deed from Jeshua Culver (son ofEdward), and also as within the bounds

of a tract granted to Gov. Winthrop by the town of New London, in 1652-3, of “twenty

pole on each side of the river from the place where the flowing tides end.”

T Priv. Controv. I. 223-246: Court of Assts., I. 35. John Butler, son and one of the

administrators on the estate of John Butler who removed from Hartford to Branford,

(where he died, 1680), agreed with Adam Niccols for the sale of the house and home

lot ‘formerly belonging to his father, in Hartford. Some months afterwards, Eliezer



1681.] or connnomcur. 89

ant cost of court. The cost of the court of assistants and this

court is fower pownd twelve and six pence. Court dues

remitted to him, sayd Niccols.

Mr. Andrew Belcher is plntf. by way of appeale from the

Court of Assistants, Octdor 6, 1681, Mr. John Edgcombe is

defendant,* which action was an action of debt wth damages

twenty eight pownds, for denying or refuseing to pay for a. cer

tain parcell of leather. In this action the Court find for the

plntf. cost of court. Cost allowed is six pownds.

This Court haveing heard what hath been by Edward Smith

objected against the last will and testament of Mr. John Smith

of New London, why it should not stand, with the pleas of the

widdow Smith, why it should stand, doe see no cause to make

any alteration therein, but doe establish what the county court

of New London hath done therein.

This Court considering the great losse that hath befallen

Peter Disbrow by fyer, doe remitt unto him his country rate

for the year ensueingfr

Sarjt John Shepherd haveing withdrawn his appeale,:§: the

Court alowes the defent seven shillings sixpence.

Samll Hale is plntf. by way of appeale from the Court of

Assistants held at Hartford, October 6, 1681, Mrs. Abigail

Olcott def"*,§ which action was an action of debt due by bill,

with damage, to the value of forty pownds. The plntf. with

draws his appeale and the Court remitts the charge of the

appeale. '

John Wells appeared in court and withdrew his appeale in

that action wherein he was plntf. and LM Hollister defnt, at

the Cdurt of Assistants, May'31, 1681, from whence he ap

pealed to this Court.

 

Stent, son-in-law of Mr. Butler, Sen. and co-administrator, with the consent of the

other heirs, sold the same house and land to Stephen Hosmer, John Seymour, Nathan

iel Cole and John Watson, and gave them a deed. Niccols was in possession.

* Court of Assists., I. 36: Priv. Controv. I. 209-220. A parcel of leather, pur

chased of John Edgecomb, of New London, tanner, by Mr. Belcher, and by his order

shipped for Hartford, was seized at Hartford by the Marshal, as unsealed, and ad

judged forfeited to the colony. Edgecomb sued to recover the value of the leather.

1 Peter Disbrow was a deputy, at this session, from Rye.

1 Court of Assists. I. 31, 41: Priv. Controv. II. 1-18.

§ Col. Records of Lands &c. II. 73: Priv. Controv. I. 198-200.

12
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Whereas there is a diiference between Brandford and the

farmers on the east side, about the line between New Haven

and sayd Brandford, or New Haven purchass of the Indians,

This Court doe request the Deputy Governor and Mr. Andrew

Leete and Mr. Samuel Eales to take some paines to examine

the ease and to endeavour an accomodation between them, and

if they cannot attayn an issue they are to make report how

they find it to the next Court, where both parties are to attend

for an issue. And the sayd town of Brandford and the farmers

are to attend this aifayre when they shall be appoynted by the

Deputy Governor. They, viz. the committee, are allso to con

sider whither there be any obligation that doth lye upon New

Haven that doth prohibitt this people from building a mill at

the east side or sowth end.

[130] This Court desires Mr. Thomas Minor and Mr. Amos

Richeson to goe visitt Mrs Harris, and see how it fares with

her; and if they see her necessity requires it, they have liberty

and hereby are impowered to bestow ten pownds out of Stone

ington rates for the supply of her necessities so far as that will

goe.

Vpon the addresse of Mr. Thomas Robbinson wherein he

hath moved this Court that those differences that he hath with

the towne of Guilford* about pulling down of fence that secured

his corn &c. and with Wm Stone for his unjust dealing with

him, might be refferred to the hearing and determination of

Mr. Daniel Buckingham and Mr. Samuel Eales, and hath

given under his hand that he engages for himselfe and his suc

eessors that he will abide by and stand to their issue and never

make any more trouble, suit or complaint about the same for

the future, This Court recorhends it to the town of Guilford

and Wm Stone to joyn issue with the sayd Robinson, that so

all future trouble may be prevented. The afoarsayd Gent‘rl

are to attend rules of justice and equity in their issue. And

this Court recorhends it to the Gentn to attend the issue as

soon as may be.

 

SIP The particulars of the long and angry controversy between Mr. Robinson and the

town of Guilford may be found in Records of Court of Assists., I. 25, 33, 36, 87:

'l‘owus &: Lands, I. 197-206.
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This Court doe appoynt John Tully and Lnt Abram Post to

lay out unto Mr. Edward Griswold a grant of land formerly

granted to him by this Court,* according to the grant, and one

hundred acres of land the Court granted to the towne of Kel

lingworth, and the sayd towne of Kellingworth and the sayd

town of Kellingworth hath past over to him.

Mr. Sam“ Tallcott is confirmed Captn of the Troope of Hart

ford county. Mr. Joseph Whiting is confirmed Lnt of the

Troope. John Bissell is confirmed Cornett of the Troope.

Thomas Bissell is confirmed Quarter master of the Troope.

Mr. Thomas Allyn is confirmed Lnt of Windsor Traine Band.

Mr. Georg Sanders is confirmed Ensigne of Windsor Traine ‘

Band.

This Court having considered the order about Sheep, doe

now see reason to order possitively that no rames shall goe at

liberty with the flocks in the commons or elswhere from the

first of August to the last of October, upon the penalty of five

shillings forfeiture for every ram shall be taken so goeing with

the flocks, to be payd by the owner, the one halfe to him that

pownds the sayd ramm, the other to the poore of the towne.

The haywards in the respective plantations are to see this order

duely attended.

Whereas the law, title Commons to be cleared, page 14, doth

order that all persons except excepted by the sayd law shall

worke one day in a yeare in clearing of the commons, some

time in June yearly, It is upon better consideration by the

Court now ordered, that it shall be in the power of the Townse

men to call forth their inhabitants at such time as they shall

judg most convenient to kill the brush; and this Court doth

order the Townsemen and grand jurymen to see that all per

sons required by law doe attend the worke when they shall be

called forth by the townsmen; and that all such as doe not

carefully and faythfully attend to worke, the sayd Townsemen

and grandjury men are to make presentment of all such per

sons to the next authority within twenty foure houres after

such neglect, where they are to be fined according to former

order, which fine is to be improved in clearing of the commons:

 

=l‘ Laid out at the north end of Lyme bounds, May, 1682. Col. Rec. Lands, 1. 329
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and if any grand jury man or townsemen neglect to make pre

sentment of any person that shall carelessly and vnfaythfully

attend there worke, being convicted thereof, they shall forfeit

ten shillings for every such neglect.

This Court orders, that for the future the colony shall be

at no charge for the prosecuteing of hue and cryes, exceptit be‘

for burglars and capital offenders; but all others shall goe

forth and be carryed on at the charge of the persons desireing

the same; and no constable to be required to goe or send

[131] forth out of his precincts in any ll persuit of a hue and

cry, without he receive sattisfaction for the same before he so

goe or send; and the sattisfaction is to be according as the

country hath stated for posts from town to towne.

This Court alowes Mr. Tho. Dunek forty shillings for dam

age in corn he reced at Guilford.

This Court grant Georg Phillips five shillings for his attend

ance this court.

This Court grants a rate of two pence upon the pownd of

all the rateable estate in the colony, to defray the country’s

charge and answer their debts, to be payd in wheat, pease,

Indian corne and rye: a third in wheat, winter wheat four

shillings sixpence p bush., surher wheat four shillings p bush

ell; one third in pease or rye, at three shillings p bushell; one

third in Indian corn at two shillings sixpence p bushell, or

porck at three pownds the barell, well repact, full gage. And

if any pay above a 3d in Indian corn or pease, the Indian corn '

to goe at two shillings p bushell and pease at two shillings six

pence p bushell. , And if any will pay there full rate in money,

there is to be a third abatted.

This Court orders that no Breife craveing the collection of

the good people in these plantations in this colony shall be read

or attended in any plantation of the colony, without it have

the aloweance of the Governor and Councill, and be by them

directed into what townes or congregations it shall pass, except

it be for some speciall occasion for some distressed or afflicted

person of their owne inhabitants.

This Court grants unto Mr. Roger Newton,* Mr. Isack

 

* Towns & Lands IV. 2, 3. The General Court, Oct- 1729, ordered this grant of
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Foster‘ and Mr. Caleb Watsonfir two hundred acres of land

apeice, provided they take it up where it may not prejudice any

former grant to any plantation or perticular person.

This Court grants Mr. Nath. Collins a farm of two hundred

acres of land, upon the same tearmes, for his good service.

Mr. Nicholas Noyse, for his good service in the warr, pro

vided he setle in this colony, or stay here 4 yeares, is granted

two hundred acres of land, upon the same tearmesq‘.

The like grant of two hundred acres of land is granted to

Mr. Israel Chansey and Mr. Eliott; and to Mr. Mathew Gris

wold this Court grants one hundred acres of land, provided he

take it up where it may not prejudice any former grants.

Whereas there is a difference between the people of Lime and

Vncass, about a purchass of land that was sold by Vncass and

Chapattoe to Win Lord§ and by him disposed to the towne of

Lyme, the sayd Lime claiming larger bownds that [than ?]

Vncass grants he hath sold, This Court appoynts Major Tall

 

200 acres to Mr. Newton of Milford to be laid out to his son, Capt. Roger Newton.

Col. Rec. V. 716. It was laid out in the ungranted lands west of Housatonic River,

1731. Col. Rec. of Deeds &c., IV. 439.

=* Laid out to the heirs of Mr. Foster, by order of Court, May, 1703, on the east side

of Quinebaug river (now Thompson) and confirmed, Oct. 1706, to Rev. Thomas Buck

ingham and his wife Ann, daughter and sole heir of Rev. Isaac Foster (T. & Lands, II. p

163), by whom it was conveyed, May 10, 1707, to John Clapp, of Scituate. (Col.

Rec.of Deeds, II. 383.)

T 200 acres laid out to Mr. Watson, March, 1703, “a small distance northward of

the township of New London," on the road from Norwich to Lyme. The General Court

gave him a patent for this tract, May, 1703. Col. Rec. of Deeds &c. H. 301: Towns &

Lands, II. 102.

1 Rev. Nicholas Noyes (Harv. Coll. 1667) son of Nicholas Noyes of Newbury, and

nephew to Rev. James, of Stonington, and Rev. Moses, of Lyme, preached about thir

teen years at Haddam. He accompanied Major Treat’s army, in the campaign of

December, 1675. Col. Rec. II. 388. The grant of land did not prove a suflicient in

ducement to remain at Haddam: he removed to Salem, Mass., where he was installed,

14 Nov. 1683. Cofiin’s Newbury, 312, 356.

§ In April, 1669, Chapeto, a kinsman of Uncas, gave to Wm. Lord, of Lyme, a deed

of a tract of land, within or adjaccnt to the bounds of Lyme, eight miles square. This

tract was subsequently known as the Paugwonk lands, and appears to have included

all or nearly all of the present township of Salem. Chapeto’s claim of title was

derived from Ananpau, his father, and Woncohus, his grandfather, “both of them

sachems of Paugunt” (Paugwonk, i. e. Crooked Pond. This pond, in Salem, yet re

tains its name.) Uncas signed this deed with Chapeto and his son Maskoran. June

6th, 1674, Sa-nnup, or Sanhop, a Niantick captain, deeded this same tract to John

Talcott, John Allyn, Edward Palmes and others. See Towns & Lands, V. 7, 71-78;

Indians, I. 84, p. 7; Col. Rec. Lands, 1. 443.
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cott to goe and veiw those lands which the deed of sale men

tioned, and to endeavoure an accomadation between the sayd

people and Vncass, if possible; if not to make a reporte to the

Court in May next, how he finds matters.

For the prevention of drunckenness in Indians it is by this

Court farther ordered that if any Indian be found drunck in

any township in this colony, he shall be seveerly whipt or other

wise punished, and all persons finding Indians disguised with

drinck are hereby required to bring them to the authority to

be dealt wlhall according to law.

It is allso ordered, that if any Indian taken with drinck, or

being found drunck, doe accuse any Englishman with furnish

ing him with the sayd drinke, the sayd person so charged shall

clear himselfe by his oath, that he did not furnish the sayd

Indian or any other Indian with the sayd drinck, according to

former law; notwithstanding the Indian’s goeing off from his

first accusation.

This Court doth continue the power committedto the Gov

ernor and Councill in May last, unto them, desireing and im

powering them to act accordingly.

This Court considering Vncass complaint against the heires

of Richard Horton, that they doe not mayntaine their propor

tion of fence for the land they have, wlhin Vncass his feild,

This Court doth appoynt that Capt. James Fitch with Mr.

Witherell doe veiw the sayd lands and fence and lay out to

the heir or heires of -sayd Orton, which are the proprietors of

that land within Vncass his feild, what fence they shall make

and maintaync, and they are hereby ordered to attend the

same, accordingly for the future.

These were appoynted to stand in the nomination for Assist

ants, May next, viz. Captn Benj. Newbery, Mr. DanH Witherell,

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Capt. Tho. Bull, LHt Samll Mason, Captll

Samll Tallcott, Capt. Wrn Curtice, Major Edw. Palmes.

John Whitlesey, Nath. Chapman, Rob‘ Lay, Jol1n Clark,

Sarjt John Shepherd, Jonathan Bigeloe and Joseph Mygatt,

are propounded to stand upon tryall for freemen.

Those nominated for freemen May last, are now accepted to

be sworn in their respective plantations.
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[132] Mr. Amos Richardson haveing petitioned this Court

that he may have the liberty of a tryall in comon law, with

Captn Gedrge Denison, respecting severall differences between

them,‘ about which the papers of charge and evidences are not

as yet obliterated on both parts, This Court doe grant the

sayd Mr. Amos Richardson that he shall have the benefitt of

the law against the sayd Capt“ Denison, and that notwithstand

ing theire diiferences have been heard by elders, which hath

formerly obstructed the tryalls that have been endeavoured

for in the county courts at New London. Therefore unless

Capt" Denison will wholly withdraw the charges he hath made

against Mr. Richardson to Mr. James Noyse, and deliver up

what papers he hath relateing to these, unto Mr. Daniel With

erell, so as never to be made use of by sayd Denison, like as

Mr. Richardson hath allready done on his part, then the Court

grant above sayd is to stand in force.

This Court orders that in the Grand Jury’s oath there shall

be aded these words, [you shall make dilligent search]. It

shall run thus,-that you will with all due care and faythfull

ness make dilligent search and presentment, according &c.

This Court doe appoynt and impower the Court of Assistants

to be a court of Admiralty, for the future.

This Court appoynts the Secretary to write to Stoneington to

manifest to them their dislike of that custome is used amongst ’

them in publishing their town concernes on the Sabboth day.

This Court orders that in case the arbitration betwixt Mr.

Herryman and Sam“ Brown be not attended before the Court

of Assistants in May next, and the precise time affixed within

one moneth by all the arbitrators, then the Court doe leave it

to the Govr and Councill here to put in another arbitrator in

the roome of him that hinders, so that the case may receive an

issue within the time abovesd; otherwise the appeale is to pro

ceed at the next Court of Assistants as it was before; both

parties being hereby required then to attend.

This Court grants the Dept. GrovernoHi sallery to be for this

year forty pownds, and to the Treasurer and Secretary twenty

five pownds apeice.

* Priv. Controv. II. 82-94: and Records of October Session, 1688, post
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The Court is adjourned till the Govt or Dept. Govr shall see

cause to call it.‘k

A CQURT or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY THE 11'“,

1682.

These were nominated for election : Wm Leete Esq‘, Major

Robt Treate Esq‘, Mr. Sam" Willys, Major Nathan Gold,

Major John Tallcott, Captu John Allyn, Mr. Wm Joanes,

Mr. James Bishop, Capt’I Jno. Nash, Captn Tho. Top

ping, Mr. Andrew Leete, Mr. John Wadsworth, Captn

James Fitch, Captn Robt Chapman, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. Daniel Witherell, Mr. Giles Hamlin, Captn Tho. Bull,

Lnt Sam" Mason, Capt. Sam" Tallcott, Capt. WYn Curtice,

Major Edward Palmes.

These were elected :

Wm Leete Esq‘, Govt s.

Major Robt Treat Esq’, Dept. Gov’. s.

Assistants.

Mr. Sam‘1 Willys, Captn John Nash,

Major Nathan Gold, Captn Tho. Topping,

- Major John Tallcott, Mr. Andrew Leete,

Captn John Allyn dc Secret?/, Mr. John Wadsworth.

Mr. Wm Joanes, Capt. Robt Chapman,

Mr. James Bishop, Capt. James Fitch.

Mr. Joseph Whitting, Treasurer.

The Deputies of the Court are :—

Mr. Richd Lord, Mr. Wm Pitkin ; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, John Loomys; for Windsor.

 

* The record closes without the usual order for a day of general thanksgiving. The

loss of the harvest and the sickness which was at this time prevalent may have occa

sioned the postponement of the annual thanksgiving to some day subsequently to be

appointed by the governor and council. “In the mo. of June, July and August was

a great drought thro the Country, to great losse in corn & grasse, valued at many

thousand pounds, yet god hath grationsly left vs enough for a meat and drink ofi‘er

ing. SeptIr & Octobr wIr sickly in many places of this Colony; the desease was a ma

lignant feaver of w¢h_many dyed.” Rev. Simon Bradstreet’: Journal (N. E. Geneal.

Reg. VI. 332.)
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Capt. John Chester, Lnt James Treat; for Weathersfeild.

Capt. Tho. Munson, Capt Moses Mansfield; for N. Haven.

Mr._ Jehu Burr, Mr. John Banekes ; for Fayrefeild. ‘

Major Edw. Palmes, Capt. James Avery ; for N. London.

Capt. John Standly, John Norton; for Farmington.

[133] Sarjt Wm Parker, Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Lnt Tho. Lefiingwell, Mr. Benj: Brewster; for Norwich.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Ens. John Grave ; for Guilford.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawly ; for Stratford.

Capt. John Beard, Lnt Sam11 Eales ; for Milford.

Mr. John Mosse, Mr. John Brockett; for Wallingford.

Sarj. John Platt, Sarj. John Bowden; for Norwalk.

Sarjt Eliez. Stint‘; for Brandford.

' Joseph Ferris; for Greenwich.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White; for Midlcton.

George Gates; for Haddum.

Abram Ambler, Joseph Theale ; for Standford.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, Lnt Henry Crane ; for Kenilworth.

Mr. Mathew Griswold, Lnt Abram Brunson ; for Lyme.

These were appoynted Commissioners in the respective

plantations for the yeare ensueing :

Capt. Benj. Newbery and Capt. Dan. Clarke, for Windsor and

Simsbury. _

Capt. John Chester, Capt. Samll Tallcott, for Wethersfeild.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White, for Midletown and

Haddum.

Mr. Mathew Griswold, for Lyme.

Major Edward Palmes, Capt. James Avery, Mr. Daniel

Witherly, for New London.

Lut Samll Mason, Lnt Tho. Minor, for Stoneington.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, for Kellingworth.

Mr. John Moss, for Walliligford.

Mr. Sam11 Sherman, Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Joseph Hawly,

for Stratford.

Mr. Jehu Burre, Mr. John Burre, for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Tho. Fitch, Capt. Rich‘1 Olmsteed, for Norwalke.

Mr.Richard Lawes, Lnt Jonath. Bell, for Standford & Green

wieh.

13
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Lut Joseph Orton, for Rye.

Capt. John Minor, for Woodbury.

This Court upon the request of David Parker, he being

much disinabled from attending his occasions by a wound in

his head, doe order for the future he shall be exempted his

person from the list of estates by which rates are made.

Those propownded for freemen October last are by this

Court accepted as freemen.

Major Robt Treat and Capt John Allyn are chosen Com

missioners for the Vnited Colonyes for the year ensueing

and Major Tallcott for a reserve.

This Court upon the petition of Abell Gunn, in behalfe of

the towne of Derby,‘k that they might by reason of their

charge in building a mill and meeting hofie have some case

or release from their rates for some time, This Court doe

release the sayd towne of Derby from theire country rates the

two next ensueing yeares.

Mr. Wm Mawlbey and Noah Rogers are presented for free

men and Benj.Lewes, Benj. Curtice, John Booth and Ambross

Tompson.

Whereas Obadiah Seely of Standford is deceassed and hath

left his estate in debt, so that they cannot sattisfy the creditors

without it be by sale of some part of the lands of the sayd

Seely, This Court impowers the administrators to make sale of

so much of his estate in lands as may answer his debts.

This Court doth impower the Gentn that went from New

London, Stoneington and Norwich, to keep his Maties court

at Providence,T to send up their accots to Major Tallcott, how

long they were upon the service and what they have received;

and the sayd Major Tallcott with the Secretary are to alow

them suitable sattisfaction for their expenses and horss hyer.

Upon petition of sundry inhabitants of Weathersfeild that

 

* Finance & Currency, I. 1 .

TThe court held, Oct. 3~5, 1677, for hearing the complaints of Mr. Wm. Harris,

and determining the title to the Pawtuxet lands. Daniel Wetherell Esq. of New Lon

don and Capt. George Denison, of Stonington, were the commissioners from Connec

ticut; Mr. Benjamin Brewster, and Capt. James Fitch, of Norwich 6: John Edgcomb

of New London, were members of the jury. See the record of the Court,in Col.

Boundaries, I. 125.
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they might have liberty to errect a plantation in the Waba

quassit country,‘Y The Court refers it to the Govr and Coun

cill to make answer thereto. 7

Whereas there is a difference between the town of Derby

and Mr. Joseph Hawleyj which formerly hath been heard by

Captn Nash, Captn Munson and Capt Curtice, This Court doth

desire and impower the sayd committee to meet at Derby as

soone as they may and fully to issue the sayd case, by seeing

those lands appoynted to be layd out to Mr. Hawley, layd out

according to their former order, and allso to see that Mr.

[134] Hawly doe deliver to the sayd Derby all I] those deeds

and writeings that concern those lands ;- and the towne ‘of

Derby and Mr. Joseph Hawly are hereby required to attend

accordingly when they shall be appoynted by the sayd comittee ;

and Derby to make payment of what they were ordered to Mr.

Hawly, forthwith.

Mr. Buckingham and Mr. Eales haveing returned that they

have according to the recomendation of this Court, October

last, heard the difference between the towne of Guilford and

Mr. Tho. Robinson and issued the same, which issue is under

their hands upon file &c.,i This Court ,_see no reason to vary

from theire determination, and order Mr. Robinson and the

towne of Guilford to rest sattisfyed therewith, so as to make

no farther trouble about the same.

This Court upon the motion of Midleton traine band, by

 

* The petition (in the hand writing of Mr. Gershom Bulkeley, of Weathersfield,) is

signed by Richard Smith, Benjamin Crane Sen., John Brunson, Thomas Hollister,

John Waddoms, Edward Benton, Samuel Smith and Joseph Smith, “ in behalf of the

rest,” who are named in the petition, viz: Thomas Marshal], John Hunniwell, Caleb

Benjamin, Ezekiel Buck, Wm. Tryon, Jno. Kilburne Jnn., Thomas Kilburne, Ebe

nezer Kiiburne, Daniel Boreman, Jonathan Boreman, Jonathan Belden, Jno. Taylor,

Samuel Taylor, Jona. Colefoxe, Peter Blin, Joseph Curtis, Thomas Hale, Jno. Northr

Alex. Keny,Jno. Hosinton, Wm. Taylor, Jno. Morris and Samuel Baker. Some of

their number had lately viewed the Wabaquasset country, in order to the discovery

and settlement of a plantation; apprehend that a competent place fora plantation may

there be found; and ask a town grant of ten miles square, with usual privileges and

eneouragements. As it is doubtful whether the site selected will fall within Connec

ticut bounds, and the petitioners are not willing to remove out of this Colony, they

ask that the line between it and Massachusetts may be settled. T. & Lands, I. 207.

1 See page 41; and Records of May Court, 1686.

1 Towns & Lands, 1. 206.
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their L1", doe confirme Wm Warde to be Ensigne of the sayd

Middleton traine band.

The Gentu of New Haven and Brandford declared they had

agreed about the purchase of theire lands which they were

appoynted by the Court to issue, and Major Treat, Mr. Leete

and Mr. Eales were desired to assist them therein, October

last.‘

Vpon the petition of Jonathan Colefox, he being by a wound

he received in the late Indian warr much disinabled in one of

his armes from labour or service, This Court haveing consid

ered the same doe free Jonathan Colefox from traineing and

watching and wardeing in times of peace.

This Court being informed that some people of N. Yorke

have setled within the limits of this colony, on the east side of

Hudson’s River, doe order a letter be sent in the name of this

Court to the Governor of New Yorke,-It to signify or dislike of

their so intrenching upon or charter limits, and to desire theire

joyneing with us in markeing out the line according to agree

ment of his Maties Commissioners with 0r Governor and com

mittee ; and allso another letter to those setled upon or land,

that they should remove themselves off or lands speedily or

apply to this Court for liberty of continuance there.

16. This Court doe desire and appoynt Major Edw. Palmes,

Lnt Tho. Tracy and Mr. Nehemiah Palmer to be a committee

to buy a suitable parcell of land for Mamohoe and his com

pany to setle and plant _upon, and to sell so much of the land

that the Court reserved for the Indians at the north end of the

sayd Stoneington bownds and the mile reserved for the Court’s

disspose, as may purchase a suitable tract of land for Mame

hoe and the Pequott’s under the sayd Mamohoe’s goverment.

A letter drawn up for the Govlr or Dept. Govr of New

Yorket was read in Court, and approved, and ordered to be

 

=16 Their mutual agreements and releases are recorded in C01. Rec. Deeds &c., H. 80,

81: Towns & Lands, I. 195.

1 Sir Edmund Andross had sailed for England, Jan. 11th, 1680-], leaving the gov

ernment of New York in charge of Lieut. Anthony Brockholes. Col. Dongan was

not commissioned governor until Sept. 30, 1682. No copy of the Court’s letter is

found in the files. It is reprinted in the Appendix (No. XL.) from the Report of the

New York Commissioners appointed to ascertain the Boundary Line, &c. in 1856.
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signed by the Secretry in the name of the Court, and sent to

him by Mr. John Ogden.

Vpon the presentation of an address by Mr. Stowe and

Michaell Humpheries, on behalfe of the inhabitants of Sims

bury,* for liberty to gather a church and settlement of a pas

tor there, with the approbation of this GenH Court, according

to gospell order, after the usuall mafier in this colony, we see

no cause to discourage but to alow them so to doe, it being

done with the observation and approbation of three or foure

of the elders and- messengers of the neighbouring churches,

adviseing that their inhabitants doe choose a competent num

ber of the most sober and godly persons to begin that church

and call the officer, as is desired by them.

Vpon the petition of the people of Hop Ground, This Court

doth grant them the priviledg of a plantation, and doe order

that the name of the towne be henceforth called Bedford]

And this Court doe appoynt Joseph Theale to be the present

cheife millitary otficer for the Train Band of sayd Bedford ; and

Abram Ambler is impowered by this Court to grant warrants,

to swear ofiicers and witnesses, and to joyne persons in mar

riage according to law: and they doe free the sayd towne of

Bedford from country rates for the space of three yeares next

ensueing.

This Court appoynts Abram Ambler and John Green to lay -

out to Henry Smith or his assigns his grant of land granted

to him by this Court, according to his grant.

Mr. Jehu Burr is appoynted to administer the oath of

Assistants to Major Gold, and the com" oath to Mr. Sherman,

Captn Minor, Mr. Jos. Hawley, Mr. John Burr, Captn Rich

 

*Ecclesiastical, '1. 80; signed by Joshua Houlcombe, Michell Humphrey, John

Terrey, John Case Sen., and eighteen others. The petitioners “having knowledg and

tryall of Mr. Samuell Stow in ye labours of y= Word 8; doctrine of ye Gospel,” mani

fest their desire for his continuance “to be a Pastor & Watchman over our soules and

the soules of ours,” and ask the countenance of the General Court to their

settlement in Gospel order. Mr. Stow and Mr. Humphrey were chosen by the

town to present the petition to the Court. . '

t See page_83. A patent was granted to the township of Bedford, May, 1697. (Col.

Rec. of Deeds &c. 11. 254.) This township, “twelve miles north of Stamford,” now

in Westchester county, N. Y., must not be confounded with another Bedford, between

Simsbury north bounds and the Massachusetts line,—now in Granby.
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ard Olmsteed, Mr. Tho. Fitch, Mr. Richd Lawe, LM Jonath.

Bell, Lnt Joseph Horton.

Mr. Mathew Griswould is appoynted to administer the oath

of an Assistant to Captn Robt Chapman; and Capt. Avery is

to admister the com" oath to Mr. Witherell, to LHt Samll

Mason, and to Lnt Tho. Minor.

And Mr. Andrew Leete is appoynted to administer the oath

of an Assistant to Capt. Tho. Topping. .

Vpon the motion of Mr. Simon Rothom,* this Court doe

recommend it to the towne of Farmington to apprise the land

they have granted to sayd Rutham, one acre, or _two at the

most, as house lott,—the other, to goe at the price of other

upland feilds, when he improves it.

[135] This Court doth grant John Ogden of Rye, twenty

acres of land to make a pasture, provided he take it up where

it may not prejudice the colony’s interest nor any perticuler

persons former grant.

18. This Court as an addition to the law, title Guards at ~

Meeting, f0: 27, doe order that if any souldier of the Guarde

shall willfully neglect attending the sayd guard according to

order, with his armes and ammunition according to law, he

shall forfeit for every neglect, being duly convicted thereof,

two shillings and sixpence p day: and if the sarjt of the

Guard neglect his duty in seeing that ye Guard attend as afoar

sayd, he shall forfeit for every such neglect, being convicted

thereof, two shillings sixpence ; all which forfeitures shall be

returned to the selectmen for the towne’s use.

Whereas there is a difference between the Indians of Pota

tuck &c. and Woodbury men about some lands at Woodbury

and some purchases of land that were made by Woodbury

men, not sattisfying to the Indians, This Court doth appoynt

and desired-the Honord Dept. Govt, Major Nathan Gold and

Mr. Jehu Burr to hear and issue those matters of differences

and to make reporte to the Court in October next.

Capt. John Allyn, Mr. James Bishop, Captll James Fitch

and Mr. John Banckes are appoynted to audite the acco“ of

the country’s. '

* Wrotham.
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Mr. WIn Joanes, Mr. James Bishop, Major Edward Palmes,

Mr. John Banckes and Captn John Allyn are appoynted a

committee in the behalfe of the country to audite the accots

between the colony and Hartford county, and to make reporte

how they finde it.

Whereas Mamohoe complaines of a Narrogancett Indian

that lived amongst the Pequots under Mamohoe’s government,

hath killed an Indian, one of his people, and is now sayd to

be fled to the Sunck Squa,* This Court doth appoynt Mr.

John Stanton forthwith to repayre to the sayd Sunck Squa and

in the name and by the order of this Court to require her

that she doe deliver him up to the authority at Stoneington,

to be sent to the comon goale at Hartford for a tryall accord

ing to law; and if she refuse to deliver him up, he is to

acquaint her that if it doth appeare that he‘ be hid by her or

her men, this Court must take farther consideration how to

bring him, her or them to justice. And in the mean while, if

Mamohoe or any of his men can by diligent search A with

the supposed murtherer, they may use all just meanes to

secure him for a triall, but are not allowed to take reveng

upon any of the relations, for the murther.

This Court desire and appoynt the Honord Dept. Gov‘ and

Major John Tallcott to take some paynes to gayne a certain ‘

knowledg of the conquer’d lands that doe belong to the Eng

lish, as allso what is claimed by Vncass; and to endeavoure to

setle the difference between Vncass and the people of Lyme ;

and to make reporte thereof to the Court in October next for

a farther settlement.

The letter apd protest to Mr. Fillips, Mr. Theale is to pub

lish and post up.

This Court doe remitt to Mr. Joanes what remaynes due of

his rate that yeare that Mr. Morrice was constable, it being

three or foure pownds.

This Court doe allow Steven Bracey fower pownds, to be

payd him by the Treasur, for an horss of his which was for

merly prest from him and lost in the country service.

Daniel Garrett having been a long time in the country ser

 

* The daughter and successor of Ninigret, sachcm of the eastern Nianticks.
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vice, This Court in regard of his poverty doe allow him five

pownds p annum out of the country rates for two yeares.

The Magistrates of Hartford county are appoynted and desired

to provide and put in a new goaler into the prison.

Vpon application made by the church in Windsor‘ respect

ing the difficulties they meet with in the setlement of Mr.

Mather, all former orders and endeavours not being efl'ectuall

to remove the impediment that lyes still in the ‘way, that the

matter of union may be plainly stated, which is now maynly

impedimenting unto them, the Court see cause to declare their

ready owneing of the sayd church in the quiet practice of

their professed principles in point of order; and so that the

forementioned union be carryd on in mafier following (viz.)

that Mr. Mather being in due time called and setled in ofiice

by the church of Windsor, thereupon such of the second soci

ety as desire fellowship with them in all ordinances (excepting

those that were formerly in full corhunion with that church,

that are returned or to return to the same standing in it,)

address themselves to Mr. Mather, and haveing sattisfyed him

about their experimentall knowledg and the ground of that

sattisfaction by him declared to the church unto their accept

ance, with encouraging testimonie given in reference to their

conversation, they be thereupon admitted ; in the attendance

of which expedience for the setlement of peace in Windsor,

tis expected that no trouble be given by any person or persons

there, but that all people quietly attend Mr. Mather’s minis

try and proportionably comunecate to his honnerable mayn

tenance and incouragement in the worke of Christ there.

This Court doe see just reason to appoynt the last Thursday

in this moneth to be solemnly kept throughout this colony, a

 

ond or withdrawing church (Mr. Woodbridge's.) The General Court, in the order

*Ecclesiastical, I. 78. The two churches of Windsor, lately under the charge of

Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy and Rev. Benjamin Woodbridge, were, by the order of the

Court, Oct., 1680, to be re-united in one. A majority of both parties in Windsor were

in favor of settling the Rev. Samuel Mather, who had been preaching there to general

acceptance. There was yet some controversy as to the conditions of membership, or

rather as to the mode of admission to the new church of former members of the sec

now made, followed the counsel of the Rev. Messrs. Whiting, Collins, Israel Chauncey,

Samuel Hooker and The. Buckingham, who, at_the Court’s request, communicated

their “present thoughts, in the case of Windsor." (Ecles. I. 79).
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day of publique humiliation, to humble 0r soules before the

Lord for all those provoakeing evills that are yet found amongst

[136] us, II and to implore the Lord to grant vnto us his
prsence, that it may be with this yeare from the begining to A

the end thereof, blessing us in the fruits of the feild and of

the trees and in all the labours of our hands; and to continue

unto us 0‘ priviledges -civill and sacred; and to beg the downe

powerings of the Spirit of the Lord, that it may be granted

to us and or offspring, that we may become an humble, an

holy people, that the Lord may continue to be o1r defence and

the glory in the midst of us; as allso that the Lord would

have mercy upon our widdowed churches, and send forth

labourers into his harvest, and set up suitable lights in all his

candlesticks ; and allso to lift up a prayer in [behalf of] the

people of God abroade in the world, that God would graciously

be pleased to own them, vndertake for them and doe for them

as matter shall require ; and in speciall, that God would bless

or lord the King, and preserve him and or nation, and grant

that true religion and peace may flourish throughout his

Ma“es Dominions. '

The Court is adjourned till the GovI or Dept Govr doe see

cause to call them againe together.

 

A GENERALL Counr HELD AT HARTFORD, Ooronr 12, 16823‘

Wm Leete Esq‘, Gov’.

Major Robt Treat, Dept. Gov’.

Major John Tallcott, Mr. Andr. Leete,

CaptI1 John Allyn, Captn Robt Chapman,

Capt John Nash, Mr. James Fitch.

J, Deputies. Q

Mr. Rich“1 Lord, Ens. Nath. Standly; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Major Edw. Palmes, Capt. James Avery; for N. London.

 

1‘ For correspondence of the Governor and Council, &c., since the May Court, see

Appendix, Nos. XLI-XLIV.
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Capt. Sam" Tallcott, Lut James Treete; for Weathersfeild.

Capt“ Tho. Munson, Captn Moses Mansfeild; for N. Haven.

Lnt Jn° Bankes, Sarjt Jn° Wheeler; for Fayrefeild.

Captn Jn° Beard, Lnt SamH Eales; for Milford.

Lut Jonath. Bell, Joshua Hoyte; for Standford.

Sarjt Wm Parker, Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Mr. Wm Leete, Ens. Jn0 Grave ; for Guilford.

Sarjt John Platt, Sarj‘ John Bowton ; for Norwalk.

Timothy Napp; for Rye.

Capt. George Denison, Lnt Samll Mason; for Stonington.

Mr. Jn° Mosse, Mr. Jn° Brockett; for Wallingford.

Samll Pond, Eliez. Stint; for Brandford.

Georg Gates; for Haddum.

LM Tho. Leflingwell, Lnt Tho. Tracey; for Norwich.

Mr. Edw. Griswold; for Kenilworth.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawley; for Stratford.

LM Abram Brunson ; for Lyme.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White; for Midleton.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jno. Standly; for Farmington.

John Hubbyes; for Greenwich.

A List of the Persons and Estates of the Colony.

[Persona]

243 Hartford persons & estates,

233 Windsor persons & estates,

190 Weathersfeild persons & estates,

097 Farmington persons & estates,

117 Midleton persons & estates,

040 Haddum persons & estates,

174 New London persons & estates,

097 Saybrook persons & estates,

098 Norwich persons & estates,

055 Lyme persons & estates,

059 Stoneington persons & estates,

044 Kenilworth persons & estates,

238 New Haven persons & estates,

160 Milford persons & estates,

100 Guilford persons & estates,

051 Brandford persons & estates,

L. sh. d.

16969 00 00

14011 00 00

12643 00 00

06108 00 00

05345 00 00

01885 00 00

09758 00 00

05364 00 00

06116 00 00

03450 00 00

04681 00 00

02513 00 00

12367 00 00

09093 00 00

06471 00 00

02809 00 00
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055 Wallingford persons & estates, 02645 00 00

172 Fayrefeild persons & estates, 11067 00 00

102 Stratford persons & estates, 07807 00 00
094 Standford persons & estates, V 05175 00 00

092 Norwalke persons & estates, 05540 00 00

048 Greenwich persons & estates, 02388 00 00

050 Rye persons & estates, 02612 00 00

2619 156817 00 00

Whereas there hath been a difference between John Wheeler

and Lawrence Codner,* and an action having been commenced

by sayd Codner against sayd Wheeler, the last Court of As

sistants, for the issue of all differences that have been between

them, which formerly have been heard by Thomas Wheeler,

the sayd Lawrence Codner and Mr. Richd Lord in behalfe of

John Wheeler doe referre the issue and determination of all

such difi"erences as were heard by the afoarsayd Thomas

Wheeler, vnto Captu James Avery and LM Tho. Leffingwell,

and whatsoever they shall return as their issue, under their

hands, between this and the and the 6th of November next,

Major Palmes in behalfe of John Wheeler and Lawrence Cod

ner in behalfe of himselfe, doe bind themselves to stand to and

abide by and fullfill the same. And in case the afoarsayd

arbitrators cannot agree, they doe impower the sayd arbitra

‘ tors to chuse a third man to be an vmpire in the case, and

what soever they or any two of them doe agree to, they doe

oblidg themselves to abide by and fulfill the same. And Tho.

Wheeler is appoynted to deliver all papers to the arbitrators

that concern the afoarsayd differences.

Although we have great cause to be humbled under God’s

mighty hand that hath been lifted up against vs in the late

[137] sore sickness II and deaths that have been in sundry of or

plantations, yet this Court see abundant cause to bless and

prayse the Lord for his mercy to vs in that he hath afflicted

us less than we have deserved, and hath been pleased to con

tinue to vs another yeares peace and the gospell of peace, 0r

liberties oivill and sacred, hath blessed vs in the fruites of [the

 

*;Records of Court of Assistants, I. 43.
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field] and of the trees in a plentifull maner, hath abated the

sickness, and in that respect healed 0Ir land, preserved or lord

the King and continued peace in or nation; upon these con

siderations, this Court doe order and appoynt that the first

Wednesday in November next be solemnly kept, throughout

this colony, a day of Thankesgiving, to bless and prayse the

Lord for his goodness and mercy so manifested to us, a sinfull

and unworthy people, and to beg for the continuance of God’s

presence and blessing upon us, that judgments may be averted,

and that we all may be helped by the grace and spirit of God

to shew forth our thankfullness for mercys received, in or

future conversation.

Whereas Joseph Trueman hath complayned to this Court

that he is greatly prejudiced by an execution that was served

upon John Higly,‘ for a judgment of court he recovered

against him at New London, September 20th, ’81, for 26

galons of Rurhe and cost of court, one pownd ten shillings

and sixpence, the execution being levyed upon two hundred

seventy one yardes of old statute lace,T and apprized to answer

the judgment,—-The Court haveing veiwed the execution and

the lace cannot judg it of a quarter of the value of the judg

ment, and therefore that righteousness may be attended in

this case doe order that the Marshall doe return the lace to the

sayd Higly, and that he demand him to prsent the estate

granted by judgment, and in defect or want of that estate some

other good and pasable estate he is to present for execution,

and if he doe refuse to make such presentation, the Marshall

is to levy the execution upon the body of the sayd Higly; and

this Court appoynts Mr. John Loomys and Tho. Stoton and

Mr. John Fyler to be apprizers of what shall be seized by

execution.

Whereas complaint is made that a parcell of land that was

apprized upon execution for the administrators of the estate

of Joseph Green have, as is judged, over prized, and layd out

 

* See Records of Court of Assistants, I. 59.

1 So called, probably, because of English manufacture and protected by statute.

Charles I.,in 1635, prohibited the importation of foreign “purles, cut works, bone

laces," &c. (Rymer, XIX. 690), and one or two similar enactments had been more

recently made.
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the land in such an ill form that they have made [it] alto

gether vnusefull to the creditors and a meer charge to him

should they receive it as at present layd out, This Court there

fore doe order the Marshall demande of sayd Butlar according

to the judgment he acknowledged against himselfe ; and if he

neglect or refuse to make payment according to order, this

Court appoyntes the Marshall to serve the execution upon the

lands of sayd Nath. Butlar, and LM Samll Steele, Mr. Sam‘1

Woolcott and Daniel Rose are appoynted to apprize the estate

of land layd out for the execution, and to lay it out so that it

may be capeable to be improved by the creditors to advantage,

and not to loss as now it will be vnavoydably in the posture it

was formerly layd out.

This Court orders that the executors of Thomas Whitmore’s

will and the administrators of Andrew Warner’s estate doe

signe the respective deeds of land that were given to John

Whitmore by Thomas Whitmore, and that land was given by

Andrew Warner to John Whitmore: they both deceasing be

fore the deeds which were made by their order for the settle

ment of those lands, were signed?‘

That justice and righteousness may have free passage

amongst us, it is ordered by this Court that all debts shall be

payd in specia according to contractj

It is ordered by this Court and authority thereof, that when

any judgment is recovered by the creditors against the debtors,

or by the debtor acknowledged against himselfe for the cred

itor, and execution be to pass for the same, the Marshall or

 

=76 Rebecca, widow of Andrew Warner, Sen., of Middletown, testified that at her

husband’s request, some time before his decease, she had written a deed of gift of a

parcel of meadow and swamp, to his son in law, John Wetmore; but that he died

before executing it. Catherine, widow of Thomas Wetmore, testified that her hus

band intended to perfect a deed of gift, written but not signed, to his son John Wet

more, of certain lands. Priv. Controv. II. 49.

1 Here, as elsewherein the records, we have the word specia, or specie, used in its

primary sense; ‘payment in specie’ was payment in specified commodities,—of the

kind or species agreed upon by the parties, or, when “ no specia is engaged,” i. e. no

special agreement was made, in such articles as were received in payment of rates at

prices regulated by the Court. Specie payment might be made in wheat, rye or

pease, as well as in coin or bullion; and the term was not restricted to gold and silver

until these had been made the only legal tender in payment of debts. (Secretary

Allyn writes ‘ specia ’ and sometimes ‘ species,‘ for ‘ species,’ in the plural.)

D
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constable whoe is to serve the execution shall repayre to the

place of the debtor’s usuall residence, if within this colony,

and demande the debt in the specia according to contract of

the debtor, and in case of non-delivery of the full debt with

necessary charges for transportation to the place of the cred

itor’s aboade or other place agreed upon, or where the debt

was contracted, or according to custom of payments in that

place where the execution is to be served, the Marshall or con

stable shall levy the execution upon any part of his estate not

exempted by the law, and shall sell the same at an outcry to

purchass the specia the specia due. And in case the debtor

will redeem the sayd estate so levyed by execution, by paying

his debt according to contract, within sixty dayes after the‘

execution is served, it shall be in his liberty so to doe, and the

estate shall be returned to the debtor, be paying to the oflicer

his necessary charge for what he hath done.

It is farther ordered by this Court, that when a person falls

into debt to his neighbour merchant or other,.for goods or ware

or labour he hath received of him, and no specia is ingaged

for payment thereof, such debts and engagements for the

future shall be answered in corn at country price.

It is allso ordered by this Court, that no execution shall

pass upon any person’s lands so long as he hath personall

estate sufficient upon which execution may be levyed.

It is allso ordered by this Court, that for the future no

execution for debts shall be served upon any person or persons

or their estates but such as are removeing their persons or

estates out of this colony or transient persons, at any time

from the first of May till the first of Nove,mber annually.

It is farther ordered by this Court, that when any estate is

to be sold upon distress or execution, by an outcry, the officer

shall give publique notice by setting up a paper in the pub

lique in the publique place in the town where the execution is
served, at least eight dayes before theisale of the goods, and

therein declare what estate it is that is to be sold, and for

what specia, and at what day and time of the day he will

attend the same; and imediately before he attends his sayd

[138] worke he shall cause a drum I] a drum to be beat to
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give notice that he is about his worke, and to invite customers

to buy such goods or estate as shall then be to be sold.

It is allso ordered by this Court, near the center of every

town in this colony there shall be a signe post set up at the

towne’s charge, where proclamations that shall be sent forth,

or notice that are to be given of sales of houses or lands or

any other occasion, shall be sett up to be read.

This Court grants a rate of a penny halfe penny upon the

pownd of all the' rateable estate of this colony, to defray the

country’s charge and debts ; to be payd in wheat, pease,

Indian corn and rye, viz. one third in wheat, winter wheat at

fower shillings sixpence p bush., sumer wheat at fower shill

,lings p bushell; and one 3d in pease or rye, the pease at three

shillings p bush. and rye at three and sixpence p bush. ; and

one third in Indian corn or porck, Indian come at two shill

ings sixpence p bushell, and porck at three pownds five shill

ings p barell, well repact by the sworn packer. And if any

will pay the one halfe in wheat and the other halfe in Indian

corn, they have liberty so to doe. All sorts of payment to be

good and merchantable.

_This Court orders that it shall be aded to the Sarjt Maj0r’s

oath, where it is expressed that he shall attend “ such com

mands and directions as you have and shall receive from time

to time from the Generall Court, Governor and Councill and

according to the lawes and orders by this Court made and

established in this behalfe,” as followeth, viz. according to the

tenor of or Charter.

Whereas sundry persons of an ungoverned conversation

thrust themselves into or townships and by some underhand

wayes, either by pretence of being hired servants or of hiring

of land or houses, become inhabitants in our townships, where

by much inconveniency doth arise to such places, such persons

often proveing vicious and burthensome and chargeable to

the places where they come, for the prevention thereof, it is

ordered by this Court, that for the future no persons shall be

alowed to reside and make their aboade in any township in

this colony (prentices under age or servants bought for hire

excepted) upon pretence of hireing or being hyred, or tenant
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ship, or inmates, without the approbation of the authority and

townsemen, upon the penalty of twenty shillings p weeke for

any such as shall transgress this law by so enterteining or

hyreing such a stranger or transient person, except they give

good standing securety to the acceptationof the selectmen and

authority, to secure the plantation from being burthened or

charged by them or any of them: and the authority, as often

as there shall be occasion, in each plantation, shall order any

vagrant or suspected person or persons to be sent from con

stable to constable to the place from whence they com, unless

they Produce good certificate that they are persons of good

behaviour, and free from all engagements, and at liberty to

remove themselves where they may best advantage them- _

selves.

In those two actions of appeales, wherein Mr. John Black- _

leach was plaintife by way of appeale from the judgment of

the Court of Assistants, May 30"‘, 82, and Mr. Richard Lord

d6f“‘,"‘ This Court in those two actions find for the plntf. the

confirmation of the two former verdicts and judgment of the

Court of Assistants and cost of court, five pownds sixteen and

sixpence. Execu. dd, October 25, 1682. _

In the action wherein Mr. Richd Lord was plntf. by way of

appeale from the judgment of the Court of Assistants in May

30"‘, 82, which was for not rectifying errors in accot &c. and

Mr. John Blackleach defn‘, the Court found for the defendant

cost of court and confirmation of the former verdict of the

Court of Assistants. Cost allowed, six shillings.

Those appoynted for nomination in May next are,—Capt.

Benj. Newbery, Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Sam“ Mason, Mr.

Jehue Burr, Captn Wm Curtice, L"' Sam" Mason, Mr. Jehu

Burr, Capt" W“ Gurtice, Lnt Sam“ Eales, Captn Sam“ Tall

cott, Capt. Tho. Bull, Captn Moses Mansfeild.

Stoneington listers haveing neglected to prsent their list to

this Court according to law, the listers are fined according to

law, forty shillings, and they are by this Court appoynted to

 

* Priv. Controv. II. 34-45: Court of Assists., I. 85, 40. These were actions of

account, growing out of voyages to Barbadoes and other commercial ventures in

which the parties were jointly concerned.
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send up the list to the Secretary, some time between this and

the 4th of November next. John Baldwin, Steven Richeson

and John Coale are the listers.

This Court in the intervales of the Gen11 Court doe desire

and impower the Governor and Assistants, so many as shall

conveen upon any necessary occasion by call from the Gov‘, or

in his absence and sickness by the Deputy Governor, to be

a Councill to order and transact such necessary occasions

[139] or concernes as shall be to be attended in the sayd

intervalls of the Generall Court. This to stand till May

next.

Vpon the petition of Mr. Tho. Robinson whoe complaines

against Wm Stone for some unjust and hard dealing with him,

this Court doth order that sayd Robinson shall have a hearing

of his case at the Generall Court in May next, and Wm Stone

is then to appeare at the sayd Court to make 'answer to the

complainte.

Vpon the petition of Major Edward Palmes in behalfe of

Alexander Pyggan,* sheweing that the estate of one James

Kelly, mortgaged to sayd Alex. Pygan for securety for a debt

owing to him, which mortgage was presented to the court at

New London, Septlr last, and to this Court at this time, which

notwithstanding John Plumbe hath procured a judgment of

court against sayd Kelly, and execution hath been served

upon the foresayd estate to the great damage of the sayd Pig

gan; and therefore this Court doe order that that estate that

was taken by execution, which was mortgaged to sayd Piggon

be returned to him, and in case there be any overpluss when

Piggon’s sayd debt is payd, then Mr. Plumb’s execution may

take place upon the overpluss.

It is ordered by this Court, that for the future no swine,

great or small, shall goe upon the cofimns at any time from .

the first of March to the first of October annually, without

being ringed and yoaked, upon the penalty of twelve pence p

* Priv. Controv. II. 28-31. The mortgage was on personal property, (hides,

leather and tan-vats,) which was left in the possession of Nehemiah Smith, of New

London (Groton). Mr. Plumb attached part of this property, obtained a. judgment

against Kelly, and levied execution. The Court, it appears, held the mortgage to

Pygan, to be good.

15
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head for every swine that shall be taken and found on the

comons not so ringed and yoaked ; and all such swine at any

time found damage feazant shall pay all damages that they

have don in any corn feild or grass land, if the fence be suf

ficient to keep out cattell.

This Courts grants the Dept. Govr forty pownd salary for

this year, and the Secretry 25“, and the Treasurer twenty

five pownds.

The Court’s adjourned till the Govr or Dept. Gov1r see oeca

sion to call it.

A COURT or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 1O“1,168-3.

These were nominated to stand for election: Major Robt

Treat Esq‘, Mr. Samuel Willys, Major Nathan Gold, Major

John Tallcott, Capt. John Allyn, Mr. Wm Joanes, Mr. James

Bishop, Capt. John Nash, Capt. Tho. Topping, Mr. Andrew

Leet, Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Robt Chapman, Capt.

James Fitch, Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt

Sam“ Mason, Mr. Jehue Burr, Captn Wm Curtice, Lnt Sam“

Eales, Capt. Sam“ Tallcott, Capt. Tho. Bull, Capt. Moses

Mansfeild.

These were elected:

Major Rob. Treat, GOV'.*

Mr. James Bishop, Dept Gov’.

Assistants.

Capt. Tho. Topping,

Major Nathan Gold, Mr. Andrew Leete,

Major John Tallcott, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Capt. John Allyn, (Sc Secretr , Capt. Robt Chapman,

Mr. Wm Joanes, Capt. James Fitch,

Capt. John Nash, Lnt Sam“ Mason.T

Mr. Sam“ Willys,

 

* Gov. Leete died, at Hartford, April 16, 1683. Major Treat, now elected governor,

was first chosen an assistant in May, 1673: deputy governor, May, 1676. He was now

about sixty years of age.

1 Lieut. Samuel Mason, of Stonington, now first elected an Assistant, was the eldest

son of Major John Mason. He had been a deputy in the General Court, from Ston

ington, in one or both annual sessions, since May, 1676: and was first placed in nomin

ation for the magistracy, in 1680.
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Mr. Joseph Whiting, Treasu'.

The Deputies of this Court are :—

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Mr. Ciprian Nicolls; for Hartford.

Captn Samll Tallcott, Capt. John Chester; for Weathersfeild.

Captn Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawly; for Stratford.

L“) Tho. Tracey, Lnt Tho. Lefiingwell; for Norwich.

Sarjt Wm Parker, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Mr. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. Wliite; for Midleton.

Major Edw. Palmes, Capt. James Avery; for New London.

Mr. WIn Bradley, Mr. Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Capt. John Beard, Lnt Sam“ Eales; for Milford.

Mr. Josi. Rosseter, LM VVm Seward; for Guilford.

Ens. Jarad Spencer, Georg Gates; for Hadam.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure; for Lyme.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Mr. Jehu Bur, Mr. John Bankes ; for Fayrefeild.

Sar_jt Jn° Platt, Sarjt Jn° Bowten; for Norwalk.

Mr. John Moss, LM Nath. Merryman; for Wallingford.

Lnt Henry Crane, for Kenilworth.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. JnO Standly; for Farmington.

[140] Capt. Georg Denison, for Stoneington.

Lnt Jonath. Lockwood, for Greenwich.

Sarjnt Eliez. Stint, Samn Pond; for Brandford.

Capt. Jonathan Sellick, Lnt Jonathan Bell; for Standford.

These were chosen Commissioners for the year ensueing:

Capt Benj. Newbery, for Wi11dsor & Simsbury.

Capt. Samll Tallcott, Captn Jn° Chester, for Weathersfeild.

Capt. Giles Hamlin, LI“ Nath. White, for Midleton & Haddum.

Captn James Avery, Mr. Daniel Witherly, for New London.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Burr, for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Richd Lawes, Mr. Jonath. Bell, for Standford & Greenwich.

Capt. John Minor, for Woodbury.

Mr. Mathew Griswold, for Lyme.

Mr. Samll Sherman, Capt. W‘rn Curtice, Mr. Joseph Hawley,

for Stratford.

Mr. Tho. Fitch, Capt. Rich. Olmsteed, for Norwalke.

Lut Jos. Horton, for Rye.

Capt. Samll Eales, Capt. John Beard, for Milford.

1
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Major John Tallcott and Capt. John Allyn are chosen

Comm" for the Vnited Colonyes for this yeare ensueing.

Samuel Andrews is confirmed Ensigne of Wallingford

Traine Band.

Samuel Eales is confirmed Ensigne of Milford Traine Band.

Samuel Burwell is confirmed Livetenant of sayd Band. Sam

uel Newton is confirmed Ensign of sd Band.

Whereas the holy Providence of God hath bereaved us of

or late Governor, and some question ariseing whither the com

missions granted by this Court to millitary officers and signed

by or late GovernoNJ be of force now they are deceassed, This

Court have thereupon thought meet to declare that they are

of force; and doe order that for the future all commissions

granted to millitary offieers shall be and continue of full force

to the persons to whom they are granted till this Court doth

see reason to call them in or order otherwise, although the

Governor that signed them be deceassed.

Propownded for freemen: Mr. Jos. Woolcott, John Higly,

John Porter Junr, Thomas Newbery, Joseph Phelps, Daniel

Griswould, James Porter, Michael Tayntor, Nath. Loomys

Jun‘, Danll Marcum.

Thomas Smith informeing this Court that the grant of land

granted to Edward Patteson, made by this Court formerly, he

hath procured Mr. John Brocket and Tho. Yale to lay it out

to him, on the west side of Blew Hills, as appeares by a write

ing under John Brockett and Thomas Yale’s hands, the Court

doth approve of the laying of it out to sayd Smith, he being the

heire of sayd Patteson.

Mr. Tho. Robinson and Wm Stone were called to appeare in

Court, three times, to prosecute the case they were ordered to

appear to attend now, but neither appeared according to the

sayd order.

This Court doe_desire and appoynt the Governor and Assist

ants, so many of them as can conveen together, to be the stand

ing councill of this colony, to answer and transact all such

publique necessary occasions or concerns as shall be to be

attended in the intervalls of the Generall Court; and in the

absence or by reason of sickness of the Gov, the Dept. Gov
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ernof and Assistants as afoarsayd are commissioned: and this

to stand till the Generall Court in October next.

This Court desire and appoynt the Honolrd Govt and Major

John Tallcott to be a committee in behalfe of this Court, to

endeavoure to setle the bownds between Vncass and the plan

tations to which his lands adjoyne, and to compose the differ

ences between Lyme and Vncass, and all other differences that

[141] he shall desire to refer to them; and that what || they

doe, they are to make return thereof to the Court.

This Court doth appoynt Captll James Fitch, Captn James

Avery and Lnt Tho. Lefiingwell to be a committee in behalfe

of this Court to move the people of Stoneington to lay out to

the Pequots under Mawmohoe’s goverment a suitable tract of

land that may be suflicient for them to plant upon; and if they

neglect to doe it, the sayd committee are hereby ordered to

use utmost endeavoures to suit them with a suflicient tract

of land, which if they can procure by ex'chang of countrey

lands they may, or by setleing them on some country land,

or on some unimproved land in Stoneington if no other provis

sion of land can be procured for them, the law requireing

every towne to provide for their own Indians. If any pertic

ular persons propriety should through the necessity of the

case be improved for their supply, he shall be repayred out of

the country lands or by the towne of Stoneington?‘ '

This Court haveing heard what Mr. Robinson hath prsented

unto them concerning wrong he complaines he reced by Wm

Stone, in a bargaine about a house and land and rent for pur

chass money, and allso what Wm Stone hath given in answer

by his attourney, Mr. James Steele, upon the whole this Court

finde, by a writeing or agreement made by the Honord our

late Govr Wm Leete Esq‘, between sayd Robinson and Stone,

which was owned by them to be their agreement before Lnt

 

1* The “ utmost endeavors” of this committee were crowned with success, and the

miserable remnant of the Pequots and eastern Nianticks, under Mamoho's govern

ment, at last found a resting place. The committee's report will be found in C01.

Records of Deeds &c. II. 228. In exchange for a grant of five hundred acres of colony

land, Isaac Wheeler, of Stonington, conveyed to the committee, for the use of Mamoho

and the Indians under him, a tract of two hundred and eighty acres in (North) Ston

ington, south of Lantern hill. Towns & Lands, I. 210. See Record of October ses

sion, page 125, post.
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Seward,- as he affirmed in Court, that for the purchass money

which was thirty five pownd, he should pay three pownds a

yeare and three bush. of peares, judged at ten shillings, which

makes three pownds ten p annum; which interest is judged

to be above the law, one pownd eight shillings p annum. This

Court therefore doe order that sayd Stone shall pay unto the

sayd Robinson the sum of fifteen pownds eight shillings in

current country pay, within the space of three moneths after

the date hereof. Execution dd, January 12, 1683.

In answer to Mr. John Plumbe’s petition, this Court doe

grant that he shall have a heareing of those two actions that

were tryed at the Court of Assistants, October last, between

him and Mr. Sam11 Collins, provided he prosecute by way of

appeale to the Generall Court, October next.

In answer to John Higley’s request, This Court haveing,

October last, ordered a new execution to goe out against Hig

ley’s estate, to answer a judgment of court Joseph Trueman

obteyned against Mr. Higley at New London court, Septr 20,

1681, This Court doe now see reason to repeale the former

~ order for a new execution and doe grant Joseph Trueman

liberty to prosecute his case against John Higley, by way of

appeale, at the Court of Assistants, October next.

In answer to the petition of Mr. Samn Stone that this Court

would determine whither he ought to have the one halfe of the

lands that by his father’s will were to fall to him upon the

deceass of his mother, at that price it was apprized in his

father’s inventory, or his mother’s inventory, or some other

price, This Court haveing considered the petitioner’s pleas,

with what hath been objected against the same by Mrs. Rob

erts the executrix of Mrs. Gardner’s will,”‘ doe see reason to

order that Mr. Sam11 Stone shall, upon the receipt of the sayd

halfe of the land, pay unto the legatees of Mrs. Gardner, for

the sayd lands, the full value as they were prized in Mr. Sam

uel Stone’s inventory, and no other way.

 

* The widow of Rev. Samuel Stone marr. George Gardner, of Salem, Mass. She

died, at Hartford, 1681. Her daughter, Elizabeth Stone marr. (1) William, son of

Gen. Robert Sedgwick, and (2) John Roberts of Hartford, afterwards of New Jersey.

Goodwin’s Geneal. Notes, 212, 177.

.. . .—.,___.____-~ -.4»
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Capt. John Nash is chosen Sarjt Major for the county of

New Haven, and is to be commissioned accordingly.

This Court seeing it necessary that the Forte at Saybrook

be kept tenable, and suitable-- persons imployed to take the

care and charge thereof, doe order, appoynt and impower

Major John Tallcott and Capt. Robt Chapman to be a commit

tee in behalfe of this Court to order that what necessary

repayrations are to be made, that they appoynthow it shall

be done and by whom, and to order the way and maner there

of, and to take sufficient order that a suitable person or persons

be there setled in the Forte house, and by them commissioned

and instructed to attend such duty as is necessary to be

attended by them: all to be at the country charge.

[142] Mr. Wm Maulbey, Noah Rogers, Benj. Lewes, Benj.

Curtice, John Booth, Ambross Tompson, are admitted freemen

of this corporation.

This Court being willing to encourage the bringing in of

money into this colony and the increase of trade, doe order

that for the future all peices of eight, Mexicoe, pillor and

Civill peices shall pass at six shillings apeice, and halfe peices

and quarter peices to be rated proportionably according to

their sayd value, and all good peices of Perue are to pass at

five shillings apeice and so accordingly all lesser peices to be

valued by proportion in leiw of New England money.*

In the action of appeal from the Court of Assistants wherein

Joshua Willys was plaintife and Nicholas Buckland is defend

ant,T this Courte find for the plaintife, eighteen pownds, ahd

each one to beare his own charg of courts. This judgment

Joshua Willys acknowledged sattisfyed by Nich. Buckland, by

a writing under his hand, dated May 5, 1684, and witnessed

 

daughter of Thomas and Temperance [Denslow] Buckland, of Windsor. This suit, _

=* The Massachusetts Court of October, 1682, had ordered that “all pieces of eight,

as pillar, Seville and Mexico, that are good silver"'should be “paid and received at

six shillings and eight pence per ounce Troy weight." Mass. Rec. V. 373.

1' Court of Assistants, I. 39,—where the name of the plaintiff (in appeal) is written

Wells; elsewhere, Wills; by himself (Priv. Controv. III. 147), Willes. He marr. a

against his brother-in-law, Nicholas Buckland, was brought to recover his wife's por

tion of the estate of her grandmother, Elizabeth, [widow of Nicholas] Denslow, of

Winds0r,—whose will see, in Priv. Controv. III. 143.
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by John Bissell and Nathan Gillet, which by his request is

entered, June 16, 1684, 17' me, John Allyn, Sec’y:

This Court do impower the Administratrix of ‘Andrew

Warner’s estate to grant and make a deed of sale to David

Sage, of a parcell of land her husband sold to him in his life

time, he dyeing before he had perfected it.

This Court doth impower the executor of Mr. Haines his

last will and testament, to confirm the deed of sale of a par

cell of land sold by Mr. Haines unto Thomas Newell, which

Mr. Haines made and did not acknowledg in his life time, as

appeares by his deed dated Feb. 6, 77.

Mr. Jehu Burr presenting to this Court an order of the

county court of Fayrefeild, November 30, 1681, wherein it is

expressed that the court did see good reason to part wth some

parcells of land that belonged to the estate of Ebenezer Haw

ley of Stratford, to procure sixteen pownds worth of estate for

the payment of debts due from the sayd estate, which accord

ingly hath been done, This Court see reason, being desired

thereto, to declare that they alowe and confirm the same.

This Court doe appoynt Mr. Ciprian Niccols, Mr. James

Steele and Ens. Nath. Standley, they or any two of them are

by this Court appoynted to lay out to Simsbury their bownd,

according to the grant of this Court, as speedily as may be.‘

Nath. Beebe, constable of Stoneington, for the year 1678,

haveing not perfected his account wth the Treasurer for this

yeare, this Court orders the Treasurer to forbear prosecuting

of him till farther order.

Mr. Bishop, Captn Allyn, Capt" Fitch and Mr. Banckes are

appoynted to audite the Treasurer’s account with the country.T

 

tryed between him and Mr. Gary Latham, October last, by way of appeale, at the .

* Their report is in Towns & Lands, II. 196.

T The record of this session was not completed in the usual form, and there may

have been other omissions than that of the followmg order,—of which a copy is pre

served in Priv. Controversies, II. 148.

“ At a Generall Court held at Hartford, May 10th, 1683. In answer to the petition

of John Morgan, This Court grant that he shall have a heareing of that case which was

Generall Court in October next.

Extracted out of the Court Records, per me

. John Allyn, Secry.”

Mr. Allyn’s copy was probably taken from his original minutes, which he omitted

subsequently to record.
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[143] A GENERALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, OCTOBER

11“), 1683.

Major Robt Treat, Govr.

James Bishop Esqr, Dept Govt

Major John Tallcott, Major John Nash, .

Captn John Allyn, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Mr. Wm Joanes. Capt. James Fitch.

[Deputies.]

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Mr. Caleb Standly; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Samll Tallcot, Lnt James Treat ; for Weathersfeild.

Mr. Danu Witherell, Mr. Cl1risto. Christophers ; for N.

London.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman ; for N. Haven.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Banckes; for Fayrefeild.

Sarjt Tho. Canfeild, Sarjt Tho. Clarke; for Milford.

Sarjt Jn° Platt, Dan“ Kellog; for Norwalke.

Mr. John Moss, Abram Doelitle ; for YVallingford.

Sarj. Jn0 Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley ; for Saybrooke.~

Timothy Knap, for Rye.

Capt. Georg Denison, Mr. Tho. Stanton; for Stonington.

Lut Lefingwell, Ens. Baecuss ; for Norwich.

Sarjt Jehiel Preston, Mr. Sam“ Sherman; for Stratford.‘

Mr. Wm Leete, Lnt Wm Seward ; for Guilford.

Eliez. Stint, Sam11 Pond; for Brandford.

Lnt Johnath. Bell, Josh. Hoyt; for Standford.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, Sarj. Tho Stevens ; for Kellingworth.

M1‘. Math. Griswold, for Lyme.

Ens. Spencer, Georg Gates ; for Hadum.

Capt. Jn° Standly, John Lancton ; for Farmington.

Jos. Theale, for Greenwich.

Mr. Hamlin, LIlt White; for Midleton.

Mrs. Sarah Richards is plntf., Mr. Joseph Whiteing is de

fendant, by way of appeale from the judgment of the Court

of] Assistants, May 28, last,* which action was first entered by

 

* Court of Assistants, I. 45: Private Controversies, II. 107-112.

16
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Joseph Whitting an action of the case, for not resting in a

line run between sayd Whiteing’s land and sayd Mr. Richards

land, according to agreement made by sayd M" Richards with

sayd Whiteing, and neglecting or refuseing to take off her

part of the fence, according to law, and setleing of the divide

ing fence between her land and sayd Whitting’s, with tenn

pownds damage. In which action the Court of Assistants

found for the defendant the line runn and staked out accord

ing to agreement, and cost of court. In this action the Gen

erall Court find for the defendant cost of courts, and confirm

the former judgment of the Court of Assistants to the defend

ant, and they doe allso grant the defendant eighteen shillings

for his attendance in the sayd courts. They doe allso grant

Mrs Richards liberty to remove her fence oil‘ sd Whiting’s la11d,

provided it be done by the last of Aprill next.

Josiah Clarke is plntf. by way of appeale from the judgment

of the Court of Assistants, May 28, 1683, Andrew Hillier

defendM ;* which action wasan action of the case for debt due

from sayd Clark to the sayd Hillier, partly for keeping of

Mary Crow,T and partly for sundry payments made to him,

and the ballance of accot about farming for which he hath noe

creditt on a bill he was indebted, wth damage, all to the

value of thirty pownds : In which action the Court of Assist

ants fownd for the defendant seventeen pownds, thirteen shil

lings and eight pence, besides fifty nine pownds five pence

endorced on the bill, a.nd.cost of court. Josiah Clark and

Andrew Hillier by joynt consent wthdrew their action, and

referred the consideration and determination of it to Capt.

Clarke, Capt. Samll Tallcott and Mr. WIn Pitkin, and what

they or any two of them shall agree and give under their hands

as their issue, they binde themselves in the sum of twenty

pownds to abide by and stand by their issue and determination ;

and he that refuseth to abide by the issue shall pay twenty

pownds to him that shall stand by the sayd issue as shall be

made upon the case.

 

* Court of Assistants, I. 43, 46: Private Controv., II. 63-70.

1' Margaret Crow (as the name is correctly given in the files,) was a daughter of

Christopher Crow, of Windsor, deceased, whose widow, now the wife of Josiah Clark,

of Windsor, was a sister of Hannah, wife of Andrew Hillyer, of Simsbury.
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James Newton, as attourney to his brother Iserell Newton,

plantife, Robt Beachem, defend“, by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants, May 28, 1683,‘ which

action was an action of trespasse on the case for illegally

restraining and keeping possession of the lands and priviledges

of his father, Thomas Newton, deceassed, which now of right

belongs to sayd Iserell, lyeing and being in a place called Max

imus, now Banckside, whereby the plntf. is damnifyed by being

kept from his inheritance in the estate of his father’s to his

damage five hundred pownds. In whichaction the jury found

for the defendant, that the plaintife pay him costs of court.
Withdrawn. I

In answer to the petition of Tho. Butlar, Steven Bracey,

John Day, who pretend themselves creditors to Mr. Samuel

Stone’s St0ne’s estate, this Court grant them liberty to appoynt

an attourney in behalfe of themselves, and the rest of the

creditors of that estate accordingly to defend the judgment of

Court of Assistants appealed from, and that it pass on to a

tryall forthwfll; this Court.

[144] Benj. Hills is plntf., Sarjt ‘VIII Buckland defend“, by

way of appeale from the judgmt of the Court of Assis“, May

28, 1683, in a case concerning a parcell of hoggs.T This

Court find for the defendant cost of court, a11d confirm the

former judgment of the court, Aprill last, which was that the

hogs should be divided between plntf. and defendant. The

cost allowed for witnesses was one pownd nine and sixpence.

The Generall Court haveing heard what hath been aledged by

pla11tife and defendnt doe see reason to confirm the judgment

of the Court of Assistants ; every one to beare his owne

charge. Execution dd, Novr 2d, 1683.

Capt. George Denison is plntf. by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants, May 28, 1683, John

Gallop defendant ; which action was an action of the case,

respecting a parcell of land layd out to the sayd Denison by

 

* Court of Assistants, I. 46; by appeal from Fairfield County Court. Thomas

Newton was one of the five original planters at Maxamus, or Bankside. See Vol. II.

p. 68, note.

1 Court of Assistants, I. 47.
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the surveyor“, which sayd Gallop did lay claim to.* In which

action the Court of Assistants fownd for the sayd Gallop the

land‘ in controversy according as it was layd out to him by

the surveyor, and cost of court. Capt[Georg Denison and

Mr. John Gallop wthdrew there action, and referred the con

sideration and determination of it to Captn Daniel Clark,

CaptD Samll Tallcott and Mr. WI“ Pitkin, a11d what they or any

two of them shall agree and give under their hands, as their

issue, they binde themselves in the sume of twenty [pounds]

to abide by their issue and determination ; and he that refus

eth to abide by the issue shall pay twenty pownds to him that

shall stand by the issue as shall be made upon the case.

Mrs Abygail Olcott and Mr. Tho. Olcott, executors to the

last will and testament of Mr. Thomas Olcott deceased, plain

tifes, by way of appeale from the the judgment of the Court

of Assistants, the 4th instant, contra Thomas Wright, James

Wright, Joseph Wriglit and Jonathan Smith, defendants ;

which action was an action of the case for that the sd Wright’s

and Smith did illegally possesse and detainecertein parcells

of land lying upon the Island commonly called the great

Island, which land belongs to the estate of Mr. Thomas'Olc0tt

deceassed ; to the surrender of the lands with a hundred

pownds damage : In which action the jury fownd that the sd

Olcotts should pay to the sd Wrights and Smith costs of courts.

In this action the Generall Court find for the defendants cost

of court.

This Court remitts the forty shillings fine‘ that was imposed

upon Stoneington listers, October last.

Mr. John Roberts is plntfe by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants, October 4th instant,

Mr. Sam11 Stone defendant; which action was an action of

the case for unjust detaining from him the produce of a cer

tain booke or catechisme bequeathed him by his father Mr.

Samll Stone, and sold by his mother, MN5 Elizabeth Gardner,

to the value of sixty pownds, and twenty pownds for not ren

dering it in due time :1 In which action the jury fownd that

* Records of Court of Assistants, I. 44, 48. Priv. Controv. III. 95-—113.

1' Court of Assistants, I. 49. This catechism, “ a 4to MS. of 540 pages,” is now in

the library ofthe Massachusetts Historical Society. (Mr. Savage, in note to Winth. Jour.

I. 108.)
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the sayd Roberts should pay to the sayd Stone sixty pownd,

twenty pownds in cash and forty pownd in currant pay, and cost

of court. In this action the Court find for the plaintife cost

of court.

Upon the petition of Mr. Steven Richardson that he might

have liberty to appeale from thejudgment of the county court

at New London,June last, wherein Joseph Trueman was plntf.

against him, This Court haveing considered the petition of

Mr. Richardson, and findeing that that Court where Mr. Rich

ardson did reveiw to, fell, by the providence of God,‘ This

Court grants that Mr. Richardson should have liberty to ap

peale from the afoarsd judgment of the court, to the next

[145] Court of Assistants [| in May, provided he enter his

appeale in the records of the court of New London and give

the sziyd'Trueman timely notice thereof.

Capt. Fitch, Captu James Avery and Lnt Tho. Leflingwell

being appoynted to procure some lands for Mamohoe and his

Y company, by this Court, May last, returned a writeing or deed

of two hundred and eighty acres of land which they bought

of Isack Wheeler, for the use of Mamohoe and his company

&c. which deed is recorded in the records of the towne of

Stoneington, and lyeth sowtherly from Lanthorn Hill, which

northwest corner abutts upon a birch tree upon a ledge of

rocks below Lanthorn Hill ; from thence the lyne [runs]

two hundred rod [east], nearest, to a white oak tree marked

M ; and from thence the lyne runeth sowtherly two hundred

and fifty rods to a black cake; from thence, west neerest,

seven score rod,to Mistick river, which is the westerly bownds ;

as p the deed of sale on filet will appeare: and this Court

doth aprove of the sayd deed, and grant that the land shall be

for the use of Mamohoe and his company dureing the Court’s

pleasure. '

A List of the persons and estates of the severall townes in

the Colony :

1* “ It hath pleased God to visit the magistracy of New London county, that there

were not so many as to constitute a Court at the usual time.” Priv. Controv. II. 100.

T Towns & Lands, I. 210 (original deed). The land was conveyed to “ Capt. James

Avery and Lieut. Thomas Lefliugwell, a committee in behalf of the General Court,

it being for the use of Momoho and the Indians under him ;” May 24, 1683.
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Pormu. Li. sh. d.

246 Hartford persons and estates, 17105 00 00

248 New Haven, 12467 00 00

064 Lyme, 03917 00 00

100 Guilford, 06230 00 00

050 Brandford, 02714 00 00

080 Saybrooke, 05218 00 00

036 Haddum, 01798 00 00

' 201 New London, 10282 00 00

055. Greenwich, 01950 00 00

126 Midleton, 05352 00 00

122 Stratford, 08173 00 00

. 101 Farmington, 06232 00 00

240 Windsor, 14149 00 00

111 Norwich, 06341 00 00

147 Milford, 08925 00 00

092 Norwalke, 05099 00 O0

076 Stoneington, 05018 00 00

052 Wallingford, 02718 00 00

044 Kenilworth, 02353 00 00

181 Fayrefeild, 10693 00 00

205 Weathersfeild, 12832 00 00

090 Standford, ' ’ 04928 00 00

047 Rye, 02339 00 00

062 Woodbury, 02552 00 00

Total] of persons is 2735. Totall of estates is 159385 pownds

The Traine band of Stratford haveing, both the last Court

and this Court presented John Beardsley as chosen by them to

be theire Liuetenant, and the former Court haveing advised

Captain Curtice, for some reasons presented to them, to goe

to a new ohoyse, This Court doe not see reason to confirm

their ohoyse, but doe order that they the sayd Traine band do

proceed to a new choyse of a L1", wherein all concerned may

be warned to attend the same.*

Caleb Standly is confirmed and approved to be LM of the

Train Band in Hartfordrt

#6 Militia, I. 9, 10. TM. I. 8.
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Moses Mansfeild is confirmed and approved to be Captain of

N. Haven Traine band. Abram Dickerman is confirmed and

approved to be Lnt of N. Haven Traine band.‘

Eliezer Stint is confirmed Liuetenant of Brandford Traine

bandxl

Vpon the petition of Deacon Richard Butlar,:I: this Court

doe see cause to grant him two hundred acres of land, pro

vided he take it up where it may not prejudice any former

grant to any plantation or perticular person.

Mr. John Plumbe is plnf., Mr. Sam"_Collins defendant, by

way of appeale from the judgment of the Court of Assistants '

in October 5, 1682 ;§ which action was for unjust molesting

of him, with damage ten pownds ; in which action the jury

find for the defendant confirmation of the judgment of the

court at N. London, 15“. and cost of court, allowed 41'.

The Generall Court haveing heard and considered the case,

find for the defendant cost of court.

This Court grant the Treasurer fifteen pownds for his ex

traordinary service in cleareing of the old acco".

Mr. John Plumbe is plntf. by way of appeale from the judg

ment of the Court of Assistants, October 5, 1682, Edward

Turner defendant, for unjust molesting of him, to the damage

of ten pownds: in which action the jury found for the defnt

confirmation of the judgment of the court at New London,

which was fifteen shillings, and cost of court allowed 4“.

Mr. Pitkin refused to prosecute the appeale and engaged it

should be an issue and no farther prosecution about it.

 

* Militia, I. 12. Tld. I. 11.

g i Towns & Lands, I. 209 The petition “ sheweth, That whereas it hath pleased

God to preserve your Petitioner unto his old age from his first comeing into this Col

lony, which was at or near the first settlement of the English in Hartford, and that it

hath been his desire and indeiwor to be in some measure as hee hopeth seruiceable

according to his capacity to the publique whereof l1ee is a member, and haueing many

children, especially sons, and they beeing al long since marryed, my age hath not that

support either from its self, my children or estate, as formerly,” &c. Deacon Butler

died in 1684. This grant was assigned, Jan. 1711, by Joseph Butler, of Wethersfield7

to Thomas Kimberly, of Glastenbury, and by the latter to Daniel Bissell Jr. and Sam

uel Chapman, of Windsor, to whom it was laid out, in what is now the northeast part

of Ellington, in 1719. Col. Rec. of Deeds, &c. III. 329-331.

§ Court of Assistants, I. 44. Mr. Collins’s version of the case, or rather, his“ short

digression from the essence of his case ” to “ give light to the Honored Court who is

the wronged party,” will be found in Priv. Controversies, III. 93.

0
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[146] Sam“ Rogers, Eliez. Peck, Sam“ Hall, Joseph Tom

son, John Merryman, Joseph Benham, John Atwater, are pro

pownded for freemen; they are of Wallingford: John Bid

well, John Bunce, Jonath. Ashley, Jarrad Spencer, Daniel

Butlar, Jos. Olmsteed, Edward Cadwell, Steven Calsey, Rich-_

ard Burnham, Robt Sandford, Samuel Steele, Rogr Pitkin.

Those May last propownded for freemen are now accepted

by this Court.

Vpon the motion of Job Drake and Georg Griswould that

this Court would pass by their fine imposed upon them by this

Court, October, ’80, they manifastirig the sence of their evill

for which they were fined and promising amendment for the

future, This Court remitts their fine, with the fine of John

Moses and Timothy Thrall who were fined at the same time

with them.

Whereas the .Gent11 of New London have declared their

intents to hold a county court at New London, Nov1’ 20 next,

haveing been by the providence of God forced to let fall their

Septr court, This Court approves the same, and doe authorize

them the Assistants and comrs to keep a court, the time pre

fixed, according to law. ‘

Vpon petition of Mr. Steven Richesonf‘ This Court doe ap

poynt the executors stated in Mr. Richardson’s will to admin

ister upon the estate of Mr. Richeson and Mrs. Richardson, in

doeing what at pYsent is necessary to be done for the preserve

ing, dissposeing and secureing the estate, and that they doe

give an accot of what they shall doc to the next county court

at New London, the 20th of November next; and that there

they exhibit their the sd Mr. Richeson and Mrs Richeson’s last

will and testaments, with the inventoryes of their estates ; and

that all those concernes be setled according to law at s(1

court. '

This Court doe remitt to Timothy Knap, the fine imposed

 

*5 Priv. Controv. II. 100. Mr. Amos Richardson of Stonington, died Aug. 5, 1683;

his widow, in September, of the same year. Mrs. Richardson’s will constituted her

sons Stephen and Samuel, executors. They would have proved the wills of both

parents, at the next (September) Court at New London, but it “pleased God so to

visit the magistracy of New London county ” that there were not a sufiicient number

present to hold a court, at the stated time.
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upon him for not makeing up the payment of his country rate

with the Treasurer according to law, he paying the Marshall’s

fees. _

This Court doe in like maner remit Joshua Hoyt’s fine

upon the same tearmes, he payeing the Marshall’s fees. _

The like favoure upon the same tearmes is granted to Caleb

Hyat of Rye, Joseph Meed of Greenwich, John Sturg, Robt

Turney of Fayrefeild, John Hull of Kenilworth, John Jordan

and John Curtland of Saybrooke, Isack Waterhouse of Lyme,

John Hollibutt of .=Midleton, John Searle of Stonington, and

Thomas Dunck of Saybrooke.

This Court grants that Woodbury bownds shall be seven

miles due west from Mattatuck west bownds, which is eastward

of the pond about eighty rods from the sayd pond at the road ;

and the Court grants them eight miles from the north bownds

' of Derby, where the line runns between Woodbury and Derby.

 

This Court findeing by experience that former orders doe

not give due recompence for tryalls of actions, doe now order

that juryes in all courts of tryalls shall have nine shillings for

every action they trye ; and the county courts, for every action

is tryed by a jury before them, shall receive nine shillings.

This Court orders that all appeales to the Gen“ Court shall

pay to the pub. treasury the surhe of three pownds apeice.

Those propownded for nomination in May next are Capt.

Benj. Newbery, Captn Giles Hamlin, Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr.

Sam“ Tallcott, Mr. Daniel Witherly, Captu Sam“ Eales, Capt11

Tho. Bull, Captu Moses Mansfeild.

[147] This Court grants the Governors salary to be eighty

pownds for the yeare comeing.

This Court grants the Dept. Governors salary to be forty

pownds. .

This Court grants the Secretaryhs salary to be twenty five

pownds, and the Treasurer’s twenty five pownds.

This Court grants a country rate of one penny halfe penny

upon the pownd of all the rateable estate in the colony ; to be

payd one third in wheat, winter wheat at fower shillings six

pence p bushell, sumer wheat 45“ p bush. ; one third in pease

or rye, pease 3sh p bush., rye 3sh 6d ; and one third in Indian

17 -
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corn or porck, Indian corn at two shillings sixpence p bush.

and porck at 3li 5ah Od p barrell. And if any one will pay

their rate one halfe in wheat and the other halfe in Indian

corn, they have liberty so to doe. ' All sorts of pay to be good

and merchantable.

Whereas James Kingsnorth deceassed and had made two

deeds of sale of certain lands to Thomas Cooke Senr and Tho.

Cooke Junr, and signed and witnessed the same, but did not

acknowledg them before any assistant, before his death, This

Court appoynts Mr. John Collins of Guilford, who is adminis

trator to his estate, to acknowledg the sayd deed before an

assistant, in behalfe of the sayd Kingsnorth.

Upon an address to this Court by Samuel Rogers of New

London, respecting a judgment past against him on behalfe of

his wife (as things did then appeare,)* and the same not being

only to the great damage of the sd Rogers but allso the disrep

utation of his sd wife, the sayd Rodgers haveing submitted the

whole case to this Court’s consideration and finall issue, This

Court upon such farther discoveries as have been made to

them, for the vindication of his wive’s innocency and his repar

ation, doe grant unto him his heires and assignes, three hun

dred acres _of land, provided he take it up where it may not

prejudice any former grant to any plantation or perticular

person, and seventy pownd to be payd to him or his order out

of this present rate, and doe order that the judgment on record

against him in New London court is hereby made voyd and

null and to all intents and purposes whatsoever and forever,

and that this order be entered in the records of the sayd court

of New London.

Whereas John Morgan appeared in this Court to prosecute

his appeale against Mr. Cary Latham* according to the grant

of the Generall Court, May last, and Mr. Cary Latham ap

peared not, but Major Palmes haveing, in behalfe of Mr. Cary
 

at Priv. Controv. II. 106. He had satisfied the judgment obtained against him, in

behalf of his wife, for £62. 13. 4, on a prosecution instituted by “Capt. Martin Van

de Dilliman,” in 1679; and had since expended above £45, in silver, “ for the endeav

oring for the clearing of his wife’s name,” besides other charges and time spent. See

page 41, ante.

T Priv. Controv. II. 138-151.
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Latham, desired a forbearance of prosecution till the next

Court, the Court the Court grants the same, and then the

charge of Morgan’s present attendance is to be issued.

This Court doe desire and impower the Governor, Dept.

Governor and Councill so many of them as can conveen, to be ‘

a eouncill to hear, order, issue and transact all such publique

concernes as shall be necessary to be attended in the intervalls

of the Generall Co rt, allwayes provided the Governor or

Dept. Govr be one o the sayd Councill; and this to stand till

the General Court in May next. . I

This ‘Court doe approve of the letter drawn up by this Court

to Colonel Dongan,* and doe order that the Secretary draw up

the letter fayre, and signe it in the name of the Court, and

send it to the sayd Governor.

Mr. Thomas Dunham and Mr. Caleb Watson are accepted

for freemen.

This Court considering the goodness of God towards his

people in this Colony, in that he hath remembered his poore

people in their lowe estate and condition, because his mercy

endureth for ever, hath abatted the sore sickness, recov

ered many that were brought low, and spared so much of

the fruits of the feild and trees as we enjoy, and continued

peace in or habitations with our liberties & priviledges civill .

and ecclesiasticall hitherto, do order and appoynt that the last

Wednesday in this month he kept a day of publique Thankes

giveing throughout this colony, to prays God for his mercy

and goodness to vs in those forementioned respects and to beg '

that the continuance of God’s presence may be granted vnto

us and we inabled to an humble, holy, thankefull walkeing

before God under all o‘r injoyments.

Whereas it is evident to all whoe observe the footsteps of _

Divine providence that the disspensation of God towards his

poore wilderness people have been very solemne, awfull and

speakeing for many yeares past, and perticularly towards

o'selves in this colony this present yeare, by reason of

 

* Colonial Bounds., II. 42,--and Appendix, Nos. XLIX—LlI. Col. Thomas Don

gan, commissioned governor of New York, by the Duke of York, September 30, 1682,

arrived, Aug. 27, 1683.
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[148] generall sickness in most places and more than ordinary

mortality in some,‘ as allso excessive raines and floods in

severall plantations,t shortening vs in our outward injoy

ments; and considering allso the holy hand of God in be-'

reaveing so many churches and congregations of a settled min

istry, whereby they are left, and have been some of them long,

as sheep w“1out'a shepherd,:|: as if the Lord intended for of

sins to quench the light of or Israell, viz. or great unproflita

bleness, impenatency and great unrePormedness under con

vinceing light and awakening judgments, with too generall

neglect of great salvation, and many other sinns abounding

amongst us ; we have great cause to fear the Lord, who is a

jealous God in the midst of his people, may com forth against

us in farther tokens of his displeasure than ever yet; there

fore, this Court doth order and appoynt that the last Wed

nesday in November next be solemnly kept throughout this

colony, a day of fasting and prayer, to humble and afflict 0r

soules before the Lord and beg mercy in Christ Jesus that he

would see or wayes and heall vs for his own soveraigne grace,

that yet we may become an humble and reformed people; that

he would continnue our peace and priviledges civill and sacred,

remove his judgments, and heale or land, bless or lord the

King and preserve him and the protestant religion and the

 

=76 The last entry in Rev. Simon Bradstreet’s Journal, under date of Aug. 10, 1683,

records the death of two members of his church in New London, by “ a malignant

feaver Wch was very severe thro this Colony” (N. E. Geneal. Reg. IX. 51). In the

town of Windsor alone, fifteen deaths were recorded in the month of August, 1683, eight

of which were of adult males. _

T Mr. Wakeman, in his Election Sermon of 1685, notes among other remarkable

Providences, instancing God’s displeasure, a “second and soret flood that was upon

this River, not two years since,” falling out upon the very day appointed for public

fasting. (p. 31.)

1 Rev. Joseph Haynes, minister of the first church in Hartford, died in 1679, and his

successor, Rev. Isaac Foster, in August, 1682,—whose death, writes Mr. Bradstreet,

“ hath made a breach that will not easily be made up” (Bradstreet/s Journal). The

church was without a settled pastor until the ordination of Rev. Timothy Wood

bridge, Nov. 18, 1685. ‘ The New Haven church had not succeeded in procuring a

minister,—though more than nine years had elapsed since the death of Mr. Street.

Mr. Pierson had no successor at Branford, yet,—nor until the settlement of Rev.

Samuel Russell, in 1687. The removal of Rev. Nicholas Noyes to Salem, Mass. had

left the pulpit of the Haddam church vacant. Simsbury and Mattatuck (Water

bury) were without settled pastors. Rev. Simon Bradstreet, of New London, died in

the autumn of 1683.
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suffering people of God everywhere, and continue his presence

to another.

and blessing with vs in this wildernesse, from one generation

The Court is adjourned till the Gov‘r or Dept. Govr see

cause to call them againe.

A GENERALL COURT ‘HELD AT HARTFORD, Novr 14, 1683.

BY SPEOIALL ORDER or THE Govr. -

Major Rob. Treat, Gov‘.

Mr. James Bishop, Dept. Gov‘. Gov‘ informed the Court that -

Major Nathan Gold,

Major John Tallcott,

Capt. John Allyn,

Mr. WIll Joanes,

Major John Nash,

Mr. John Wadswortll,

Capt. Robt Chapman,

I Capt. James Fitch.

The Deputies are,—

Mr. Wm Pitkin,

Lnt Caleb Standly,

Capt. Benj. Newbery, ‘

Mr. John Loomys,

Capt. Moses Mansfeild,

Lnt Abram Dickerman,

Mr. Giles Hamlin,

Lnt Nath. White,‘

Mr. Tho. Clarke,

Sarjt Tho. Campfeild,

Sarjt Jehiel Preston,

Mr. Sam11 Sherman,

Lnt Tho. Leflingwell,

Ens. Wm Baccus,

Capt. Samll Tallcott,

The Court being mett, the

he thought it might be neces

sary, seeing Colonell Dungan

was entered into the Govern

ment of New Yorke, that some

Gentn might be appoynted to

congratulate his safe arrivall,

and entrance into the gover

ment of his royallhighnesse his

Territories in these parts; as

allso that there seemed to be

a dissattisfaction taken by the

Honourable Col. Dungan about

the setlement of the line be

tween his MamS Colony of Con

ecticutt and his Royall High

ness Colony of New Yorke,

made by his Maties Honourable

Commissioners; * and desired

the Court to consider of the

same, and give theire advice

what (was to be done. The

Court haveing considered the

premises declared by their

unanimous vote that they judg

ed it convenient that a com
 

* See Governor Dongan’s letter of Nov. 5th, in Appendix, No. L11.
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Mr. James Treat, mittee be chosen and impower

Mr. John Moss, ed by this Court to attend the

Mr. Abram Doelitle, premises as soone as may be, ac

M1-, Wm Leete, cording to su_ch commission and

Lu Wm Seward, instructions as they shall re

Mr. John Platt, ceive from this Court.

Mr. Wm Dudley, This Court made choyse of

Sarjt Tho. Stevens, the Gov', Major Nathan Gold,

Sarjl Sam11 Pond, Capt. John Allyn and Mr. WIn

Capt. John Minor, Pitkin to attend the service

Capt. John Standly, afoarsayd.

Deacon John Lancton, To the Honnoured Rob,

Joshua H°Yte- Treat Esqr Govr, Major Nathan

Gold, Capt. John Allyn Esq",

Assistants, and Mr. WIll Pitkin. Gent“. The Generall Assem

bly of his Maties Colony of Connecticutt, at their present ses

[149] sion, the 14th day of of November, 1683, doe hereby

nominate, commissionate and fully impower as allso desire

you to take your first opportunety to travill to the city of New

Yorke, where you are to visitt the Honble Thomas Dungan

Esq‘, Govlr of his Royall Highness the Duke of Yorke his Ter

ritories in Americah, and to congratulate his H0110Hi safe

arrivall to New England and his Highness’ Territories; and to

manifast to him this Court’s gratefull resentment of his Honors

profession, by his letters, of his desire to be in good amitfe Wth

us; and to assure his Honour that we shall studdy and en

deavour as we may by all good wayes and means to shew our

selves as amicable and serviceable to his Royall Highness and

his Honour, as we are capeable of, and to that end we shall

endeavoure to remove all obstruction and doe what is in our

compasse to setle and mayntaine a good and neighbourly cor

respondence with him for our mutuall advantage.

Allso, whereas his Honor hath been pleased in his letters to

signifie to vs that he is not sattisfyed with the former stated

bownds between this Colony and his Royall Highnesse Terri

tories, and hath moved for a treaty and setlement of what is

or may be matter of diflerence between his Highness claimes

and 0" m that respect, you or any three of you are hereby

fully commissionated and impowered to treat with his Honour

thereabout, or such as he shall please to appoynt; and if you

shall see Just reason to vary any thing from the former setle

ments _of the bownds between his Royall Highnesse Territories

‘and th1s h1s Ma“es Colony, by his Maties Commissioners there

‘
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unto by his Matie especially appoynted and a committee from

this Colony, farther towards the east then was agreed on and

hath been since approved by his Majesty, you have hereby full

power and authority to doe and agree therein with the sayd

Governor Dungan or those he shall appoynt for a finall issue

and settlement, according to your best judgment, provided

that his Matie and Royall Highness approve of and confirm

the same.

Instructions for the Honord Robt Treat Esq‘, Govr, the

Worp“ Major Nathan Gold and Capt'1 John Allyn, Assistants,

and Mr. WIn Pitkin. '

Gent“. You are to take by order of this Court or commis

_sion given to yourselves to congratulate the Honble Col. Tho.

Dungan Esq’, Govr of his Highness the Duke of Yorke’s Ter

ritories, his safe arrivall into these partes, and to treat with

him as therein mentioned; as allso an attested coppy of the

former setlement of our westward bownds by his Maties Com

missioners, with a coppy of Col. Nicholls commission impower

ing him and the other with him thereunto, and of the com

mission of or committee that concluded with them, as allso of

his Matins gracious letter, wherein the same was confirmed,

with what other papers you may thinke necessary; and as soon

as God gives you opportunety, to goe to New Yorke, and

there" to vissit the Honord Governor Tho. Dungan and to

salute and congratulate him according to your commission,

which you may show him, and deliver him a coppy of it -if

you see cause. _

2. As to your treating and concludeing with him about set

tleing the bounds between that Territory and this Colony, you

shall not exceed his demands of twenty miles eastward from

Hudson’s River, but get him to take up with as little as

may be.

3. You are to see his power to treat and conclude, or if

that appeare not to your sattisfaction, then you must treat and

conclude onely conditionally and with this proviso, that his

Matie and the Duke’s Highnesse shall please to ratify it.

4. As to the rise of our line at Mamaronocke, you are to

declare there could be no misstake between the Com" about

that, and therefore endeavour to hold that bownd. ~
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5. If you grant any parts of the land within any of the

townships of this Colony, you are to endeavour to reserve

those lands to the townes propriety, though as to~jurisdiction

they belong to his Highnesse.

6. You are to endeavour that the former line concluded on

in all 'places shall take place, unless it be where it is neerer

Hudson’s River then such a disstance as you can agree on.

7. You are to remember all along to make his Honour sen

cible how firm and legall the former setlement was, and that

our varying from it is to oblidg his Honor and promoate a

perpetuall good corespondence between this his Maties colony

and his Royall Highness Territories and the successive Gov
erno" of them both. i

[150] This Court leave it to Major Tallcott, Capt. Allyn and

Mr. Wadsworth, or any two of them, to return such answer to

Mr. Randolph about Duke Hamilton’s claimes* and other mat

ters contained in his letter respecting this Colony, in suitable

tearmes, so as may best tend to the preservation of or just

rights and for our advantage: but if any difliculty arise in

these concernes, that the Governor and Cou11cill give such

farther advice and direction in the premises as shall be need

full. And the afoarsayd Gentu are allso to receive of the Sec

retary the Addresse to his Matie from the Gen11 Court, and

send it to Mr. Randall, and request him to present it to his

Matie ; which address is to be signed by the Goveror and Sec

retary, in the name of this Court.

Vpon the petition of John Wheeler, this Court remitts to

him that part of his fine which was imposed upon him by the

Court which is yet unpayd.

To the High and Mighty Charles the 2“, by the Grace of

God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King, De

fender of the l5‘ayth,—The most humble Petition of your

 

* See, in Appendix, No. LIV. an abstract of the documents relating to the Duke

of Hamilton’s claim,—now revived by Edward Randolph, who brought a letter of

attorney from William and Ann, Duke and Duchess of Hamilton and their son,

James, Earl of Aran, heirs of James, Marquis of Hamilton, (the patentee), to sue

for and recover their right, and represent their interest in lands in New England,

(Miscelh I. 62.) l
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Mafi" loyall subjects, The Govr and Generall Assembly of

his Mafi" Colony of Conecticutt in New England, humbly

sheweth:

Most dread Soveraigne, We humbly beseech your Matia to

cast a favourable aspect vpon vs and to take notice of the

breathing of our loyall affections towards your Mafia, although

they come from us not trimmed with quaintness of language,

but in a plaine habbit, according to the maner of a poore wil

dernesse people whoe studdy realities and not flatteries: and

in the words of truth and sobernesse, as becometh loyall sub

jects, we have sayd, we doc and will say, God save the King.

What the principles and practices of or fathers were, for the

sake of which, after they had obtayned leavaof their and or

soveraigne, Charles the first of happy memory, they removed

themselves with great hazard and cost into this desert wilder

ness, and how the Lord prospered them and built them up

under his shaddow, and what we their unworthy posterity doe

professe, is known to the world and we dare not deny the

same; but since for these many yeares we have, under the

shaddow of your royall favoure, injoyed civill and sacred lib

erties, we render religious prayses to the Most High, and hum

ble and hearty thankes to your Matie as or Snpream, nextly

under the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, for the same.

And whereas we have, both formerly and of late, especially

by your Maties declaration bearing date 28 of July, 1683,

which we reced from Edward Randolph Esqr (by whome we

present this to your Matie) been informed of some horible

complotments against your Maties person, his Royall High

ness and the Government,* we doe abhorr and detest the same,

 

* “ In matters of religion, the Dissenters bore all the odium of the late conspiracy

and were not only branded for Rebels and Villians, in multitude of Addresses pre

sented to the King, but were likewise severely arraigned by the King himself in a sol

emn form of “Declaration to all his loving subjects concerning the Treasonable Con

spiracy against his sacred Person and Government, lately discover’d; appointed to be

read in all Churches and Chappels within this Kingdom, as well on Sunday the 2d of

September, as upon a Day of Publick Thanksgiving.” * * The Dissenters were

now marked out for hatred and prosecution’! Kennett’s Hist. of Engl. III. 408-410.

For this renewal of persecution, the pretended Rye-House plot, or “ Fanatick Plot ”

(as it was sometimes called), for the murder of the King and Duke of York, furnished

the pretext and occasion.

18
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and shall make it manifast by or words and workes, prayer

and practices, that we are men of other principles, and doe

heartily return thankes to Almighty God for the preservation

he hath granted your Matie and Goverment, and do accot it

or duty to make supplications, prayers, intercession, for Kings,

especially your Mam, and all in authority, that under them

we may leade a quiet and peaceable life in all godlyness and

honesty ; and that we feare God and honor the King, not med

dling with those whoe are given to changes; and doe utterly

protest against all such whoe under pretence of exalting

Christ’s kingdom and provideing for Gospell or civill liberties,

or under what pretences soever, shall stir up tumults or rebel

ions; and as loyall subjects, we doe profess our hands shall

not be against but for.‘ your Matie, the Lord’s anoynted.

[151] Most dread Soveraigne, we humbly pray the contin

uance of your grace and favour, in the full injoyment of those

former priviledges and liberties you have out of your princely

grace and bounty bestowed upon us in your Royall Charter

granted this corporation, that or poore beginnings may pros

per under your shaddow to the glory of God and the inlarge

ment of your Maties dominion; and we shall implore that

God by whom Kings reigne, to establish your throne in right

eousnesse and peace. So, humbly beging your Maties pardo11,

we subscribe orselves your Maties loyall subjects,

The Governor and Generall Assembly of your Matieg Colony

of Connecticut,

Hartford, November 14th, 1683. . '

Robert Treat, Governor.

In their name and by their order signed, ,

John Allyn, Secret'y.

__

A Couar or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 8th, 1684.

These were nominatedfor election : Major Robt Treat Esq’,

James Bishop Esqr, Samll Willys Esq‘, Major Nathan Gold

Esq’, Major John Tallcott Esq’, Capt. John Allyn Esq’, WIn

Joanes Esq‘, Major John Nash Esq‘, Capt. Tho. Topping Esq‘,

Andrew Leete Esq’, John Wadsworth Esq‘, Capt. Robt Chap
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mah Esq‘, Capt. James Fitch Esq‘, Lnt Sam“ Mason Esqr,

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Capt. Giles Hamlin, Mr. Jehue Burr,

Capt. Samll Tallcott, Mr. Dan“ Witherle, Capt. Samll Eales,

Capt. Tho. Bull, Capt. Moses Mansfeild.

These were elected:

Robt Treat Esq‘, Governor.

James Bishop Esq’, Dept. Governor..

Assistants.

Samuel Willys Esqr, Capt. Tho. Topping Esq‘,

Major Nathan Gold Esqr, Andrew Leete Esq‘,

Major John Tallcott Esq‘, John Wadsworth Esq‘,

Capt John Allyn Esqf, & Secrefy, Capt. Robt Chapman Esq’,

W‘n Joanes Esq’, Capt. James Fitch Esq',

Major John Nash Esqr, Lnt Sam“ Mason Esq‘.

Mr. Joseph Whitting, Treasurer.

The Deputies of the Court are,—

Mr. Wm Pitkin, Lnt Caleb Stanly; for Hartford.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. Joseph Fitch, for Windsor.

Capt. Sam“ Tallcott, Capt. John Chester; for Weathersfeild.

Capt. James Avery, Mr. Daneil Witherel; for New London.

Sarj. John Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrooke.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawley; for Stratford.

Wm Hoadley, Eliezer Stent; for Brandford.

Capt. John Minor, Lut Joseph Judson; for Woodbury.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure; for Lyme.

Sarj. Tho. Campfeild, Mr. T110. Clarke; for Milford.

Mr. John Moss, Mr. Abram Doelitle; for Wallingford.

Mr. Josi. Rosseter, Ens. John Grave; for Guilford.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. John Standly; for Farmington.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, Lnt Henry Crane; for Kenilworth.

Sarj. John Platt, Mark Sension; for Norwalke.

Capt. Giles Hamlin, Lnt Nath. White; for Midleton.

Lnt Tho. Tracey, Ens. W111 Baccus; for Norwich.

Capt. Georg Denison, for Stoneington.

Lut Jona. Bell, Joshua Hoyte ; for Standford.

Mr. James Bates, for Haddum.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Fyler; for Fayrefeild.



140 PUBLIC maoonns [May,

The Commissioners for the severall Townes are,; -

Capt. Benj. Newbery, for Simsbury & Windsor.

Captn Tallcott & Capt. Chester, for Weathersfeild & Meriden.

Capt. Giles Hamlin, LInt Nath. White, for Midleton, Haddum

& Merriden. , .

LM T110. Tracey, for Norwich.

Capt. James Avery, Mr. Dan“ Witherell, for New London.

Mr. Mathew Griswold, for Lyme.

Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kenilworth.

Mr. John Moss, for Wallingford & Meriden.

Capt. John Beard & Capt. Sam“ Eales, for Milford.

Mr. Sam“ Sherman, Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawley, for

Stratford. "

Mr. Jehu Burr & Mr. John Burr, for Fayrefeild.

Capt11 Rich. Olmsted & Mr. Tho. Fitch, for Norwalke.

Mr. Richard Lawes & Lnt Jonath. Bell, for Standford &

Greenwich.

Capt. John Minor & Lnt Joseph Judson, for Woodbury.

Propounded for Freemen :—Mr. Robt Treat, Timo. Baldwin,

Roger Newton, Robt Plu1nbe, Sam“ Plumbe, Tho. Porter,

Dan“ Andrews, Sam. Woodrofe, Benj. Andros, John Heart,

Abram Chalker, Sam“ Pratt, Sam“ Bushnell ye miller, Tho.

Merill, Capt. Joseph Scill, Mr. Richard Lord, Aron Cook, Tho.

Burr, Richd Goodman, Abram Fowler of Guilford.

[152] Upon the motion of Mr. Daniel Witherell in behalfe

of Sam“ Rogers of New London, this Court appoynt Mr. John

Bur, Mr. John Bankes and LM Cornelius Hull, to lay out to

the sayd Rogers his grant of three hundred acres of land made

the last session of this Court in October, according to the con

dition of his grant.”‘

This Court upon the information they have received that

John Hollybutt hath purchassed two parcells of land of An

drew Warner, in Midleton, at a place commonly called Won

_ gum, and one parcell by the towne which was sold to pay

debts, which he hath received and recorded to sayd Hollybutt

and deeds made but not signed by sayd Warner, doe order and

impower the sayd administrator of the estate of the sd Andrew

 

* Laid out, Sept. 30, 1687;“ to the northward of New London bounds, upon a. river

called the Saw-mill river, alias, the Eight mile river." Col. Ree. of Lands, II. 195.
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Warner to make, signe and a'cknowledg deeds for the sayd

land, that so the sayd land may remayn firme to the sayd

Hallebutt his heires and assignes forever.

Wm Hill Senr deceassed haveing in his life time sold his

West Division lott in Hartford to David Ensigne, and not made

a legall deed to the sayd Ensigne for the land, this Court doe

impower the e-xecutrix to make a legall deed and to accom

plish the same according to law, by sigueing, sealeing, ac

knowledging and delivering the sayd deed to sayd Ensigne,

that the land may remayn firme to him, his heires and assignes

forever.

Sarjt Samuel Joanes is confirmed by this Court Lnt of Say

brook Traine Band, and John Pratt Ensigne of the sayd Band.

This Court grants Wm Hill Jun\‘ the sume of twenty pownds

towards the cure of his wownds he received by the Indians in

the last warr,* to be payd out of the publique treasury.

Major John Tallcott and Capt“ Robt Chapman haveing pre

sented to this Court an account of the agreement they have

made with John Parker to be the gunner of the Forte at Say

brook and master of the great artillery, and of the commission

that they gave him, with the instructions, all which bare date

the 30th of November, 1683, and are signed by sayd Major

Talcot and Capt11 Chapman, the Court declared they approved

of the same, and doe order sayd John Parker carefully to

attend the place and ofiice he is appoynted to, according to his

commission afoarsayd. -

John Minor is chosen Captain of Woodbury Traine Band,

Joseph Judson Leiutenant, and John Wyatt Ensigne, and they

are confirmed by this Court.

John Terry is chosen Ensigne of Simsbury, and confirmed

by this Court.

Those propownded for freemen, October last, are now ac

cepted to the place of freemen, by this court.

This Court haveing heard the agreement made by the com

 

* War, I. 145 a. The petitioner “hath been, as it is well known, brought into a

low and grievous afllicted condition by the sorrow which did befall him'by the bar

barous and murtherous Indians at the time of the late much to be lamented Indian

war:” his life was for a long time in danger, and his estate much expended before he

was cured. See Vol. II. p. 472, where Menowniett testified that “ Cohas and another

Narragansett shot Wm. Hill.”
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'mittee appoynted by this Court, November last, about the

setleing of bownds between this colony and New York, they

approved of what was done, and appoynted Major Nathan Gold,

one of the Councill, to attend the same, with Mr. Jehu Bur

and Capt. Jon: Silleck, whoe are hereby commissionated to

attend the service of layeing out the line between the province

of New Yorke and Conecticutt Colony, according to the agree

ment made the 28th of November, the 35 yeare of his Mali"

Reigne, 1683, at Forte James in New Yorke,”‘ and Mr. Herry

man Surveyof, with such other Gentlemen as shall be appoynt

ed from New Yorke, and they are to meet at Standford on the

first Wednesday in October next to attend the sayd service;

and in case any of those appoynted by Providence should be

disinabled to attend the service, the,Governor is hereby desired

to put and appoynt some suitable person or persons to supply

and attend the service, in the room of him or them as shall be

disinabled attendance.

[153] Mr. Jehu Bur, Mr. John Bur, Mr. Tho. Fitch, Mr.

Tho. Benedict, are by this Court appoynted and impowered a

committee for to order the planting of a Towne above Nor

walke or Fayrefeild, and to receive in inhabitants to plant

there; and what they, or any three of them, shall doe in the

premises shall be good to all intents and purposes for the

planting of Paquiage.

In answer to Thomas Orton’s petition, this Court doth see -

no sufiicient reason to make abatement of his son’s fine.

Major John Tallcott and Capt. John Allyn are chosen Com

missioners for the Vnited Colonys, for the yeare ensueing, and

the Governor a reserve.

 

Whereas Robt Reevet by his last will and testament gave '

his eldest son _a double portion of his estate and the rest of his

children single portions, and willed his lands to his sons, when

the court came to distribute the estate to the legatees, the per

sonall estate being not sufiicient to answer the daughters’ por

* Appendix, No. LIII. The commissioners of the two colonies met, at Stamford, in

October, and proceeded to lay out the line according to the agreement. Their report,

dated Oct. 10th, is in Appendix, LVI.

J‘ Robert Reeve, one of the first settlers of Hartford, died, February, 1681. (Good

win’s Geneal. Notes, 166.)
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tions it was humbly requested by the two eldest daughters of

the sayd Robt Reeve, they being growne of age, that they may

receive their portions in land, what cannot be had in personall

estate at present, and their sisters may have the like favoure

with them, This Court heareing what hath been presented and

findeing it a reality, doe see cause to grant their request, and

order that what cannot be payd in other estate shall be paid to

them in land according to the distribution that was made by

Captn John Allyn, Ens. Nat. Standly and John Skiner by order

of the county court of Hartford: and the administrator Richd

Edwards is impowered to give the particular persons deeds for

the severall parcells of land as they are distributed by the

afoarsayd Gentn to them, when they come of age, except the -

sons or some other person for them will lay down the money

due to the sisters for their portions when the daughters are of

age to receive theire portions.

Propownded for .freemen; Dan. Boreman, James Curtice,

Sam. Curtice, Moses Goffe, Tho. Griswold, Wm Goodrich, Jos.

Hills, John Hubbard, John Not, Jonath. Ryley, Nath. Stodard,

Mr. Tho. Wells, Nath. Foot, John Belding, Wm Wickam.

John Morgan, by grant of the Generall Court, May, 88, is

plantife by way of appeale from the Court of Assistants, Octo

ber, 1682, and Mr. Cary Latham is defendant,‘k which action

was an action of the case for neglecting or refuseing to give

him an asureance of a parcel of land and frame of a house

which you sold him and put into his possession about seven

teen yeares since, to the damage of one hundred pownds. In

this case the Court find for the plaintife cost of court, both this

Court and the Court of Assistants, and for his attendance last

Court, twenty shillings. The cost of this Court is two pownds

ten shillings. The charge of the Court of Assistants is three

pownds seventeen shillings. Execution delivered, October 24,

84,f01' seven pownds fower shillings. '

 

II‘ Page 120, ante. Priv. Controv. II. 138-151: Court of Assistants, I. 44. The land in

controversy adjoined the ‘ Ferry lot‘ in New London (now Grolon). It was given by

James Morgan Sen. to his son John, who agreed to convey the land, and frame of a

house which he had begun to build upon it, to Cary Latham. Mr. Morgan Sen. sub

sequently denied the right of his son to make sale of the property or execute a valid

deed.
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Upon the request of Mr. Mathew Griswold and Elizabeth

Pratt,‘ this Court (John Rogers continueing in his evill prac

tices) doe see cause to grant that the sayd Mathew Griswold

and Elizabeth power to order and disspose of John Rogers, the

son of the sayd Elizabeth Pratt, and to put him to prentice to

some honest man, that he may learne a good a good trade and

be in a capacity to live honestly in the world.

There being severall debts due from the estate of Mr. Robt

Webster, which the executrix cannot answer without disspose

of some land for the answering of the same, this Court doth

grant her request and impower her to make deeds for the

same, provided she take the advice of her two eldest sons and

Steven Hosmore in her disspose, and disspose no more then is

necessary to answer the debts that canot otherwise be answered.

Obed of Niantick haveing eomplayned to this Court that

some English have taken possession of some of their land, this

Court orders that they shall not be dissposest of any of their

lands without it be by course of law, and therefore they that

have their lands vnder improvement doe forthwith deliver it

up to the Indians whoe ane sayd to be the owners of it.

[154] Whereas Cattapesett hath eomplayned to this Court

and requested that he and his men may not be interupted in

planting and dwelling upon some lands in Stoneington that

they have fenced in of Ephraim Minors and broke up, and

allso he haveing eomplayned of Mamohoe for takeing and with

draweing his men from their obedience to him, Mamohoe not

being present, this Court refers the heareing and issueing of

this complaint to the [county court] at New London, June

next.

Simon Rotham presenting a writeing to this Court which

he calls a motion, which he as he hath aledged intended to

procure a heareing of the matter between him and the church

of Farmington, the Court haveing considered the writeing find

>75 Elizabeth, dau. of Mathew Griswold, of Lyme, divorced from her first husband,

John Rogers, by the General Court in Oct. 1676, married Peter Pratt, Aug. 5, 1679.

The two children of the first marriage, Elizabeth and John, had continued to reside

with their father, at New London. Vol. II. 292: Court of Assists, I. 20. See Miss

Oau1kins’s Hist of New London, (203-221) for an account of the Rogers family: and

the petition of John Rogers to the October Court, 1683, in Ecclesiastical, I. 81.
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it so unsuitable to the end propownded, that they rejected and

give no answer to it.

This Court dot11 continue their order of OctobI last concern

ing a eouncill in the intervalls of the Generall Court, to trans

act their pub: occasion, till October next. -

Whereas Jonathan Gilbert hath by petition moved this

Court for some adition to be made to his portion granted him

by his father, Mr. Jonathan Gilbert,* for an issue to the case

Mrs. Mary Gilbert freely granted that she would alowe and

confirm to the sayd Jonathan Gilbert and his heires, the whole

of her husband’s interest on the east side of the great River in

Haddum, the one halfe being given to him by his father’s will;

and the sayd Jonathan freely accepted the same, and engaged

to discharge the’ estate and executrix, upon her confirming

the same to him, he reserveing to himselfe what is or shall

befall him by the death of any of his brothers or sisters.

This Court appoynts Mr. Hawley and Captn Minor to lay

out to Governor Treat his former grant of land according to

his grant.

This Court gappoynted Major John Tallcott, Capt. John

Allyn and Mr. John Wadsworth to be a committee in behalfe

of this Court to lett or sell the house and land which Jeremy

Adams mortgaged and is befallen the country, according as

they shall judg most advantageous for the country.T

* Priv. Controv. II. 129-137.

Man. 26, 1661—2, Jeremy Adams mortgaged “ his house and homelot which he bought

of John Morrice, with all other the buildings erected thereon since his purchase,” to

the ColonyJ as security for the payment of a debt. The boundaries ofgthe lot were

thus given, in 1651: “abutting on the highway [now Main street,] leading from the

Bridge to the Pound hill on the west, and on a chase way leading to the Meeting house

on the east, and on Mr. Goodwin’s and Mr. Stone’s land on the south, and on Mr

Clement Chaplin’s land on the north.” In March, 1662, the Generall Court granted a

perpetual license for “ the house that the said Jeremiah doth now possess and improve

for an ordinary or house of common entertainment,” to “be and remain for the same

end and use and occupation for the future, both to the said Jeremie and his success

ors.” In this Ordinary were held the Courts of Assistants, (and, probably, the Gen

eral Courts,) as early at least as Sept. 1661, when a deposition alludes to the “ Court

Chamber " in “ the house of Jeremiah Adams.” The Committee of the General

Court, on Indian afi'airs, in 1678, held their meetings at the same place; and it is

often named as the place of appearance, in summons issued by the Governor and

Council or Court of Assistants. The mortgage was foreclosed, Jan. 14, 1680-1, and

the house and lot formally passed over by Mr. Adams to the Colony; and the transfer

was acknowledged and confirmed by Nathaniel Willet, his executor or administrator,

Nov. 28, 1684. Hartford Rec. of Lands, 1. 223, 224: Col. Rec. of Lands, I. 378.

19
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This Court granted Mr. John Brackett fifty acres of land,

to be layd out to him where it may ‘not prejudice any former

grant to any plantation or perticular -person.*

The Govr and Major Tallcott haveing prsented to this Court '

what an accot they have gained of the bownds of the Moheag

sachems lands, under their hands, the Court thankefully

accepted their labour therein and ordered it to be recorded as

their returnj

This Court grants that Woodbury sallery for their deputies

shall be fifty shillings a session.

This Court considering the great unreformedness of the

people of this Colony under so much meanes, so many mer

eyes and so great afflictions as it hath pleased the Lord to

exercise us with, and after many solemne engagements and

excitements to reformation, doe see reason to order and

appoynt that the last Thursday in this moneth be solemnly

kept throughout this Colony, a day of publique Fasting and

prayer, to humble or soules before the Lord for all or sins, im

penatence, unbeliefe, neglect of the salvation offered in the

Gospell, and to beg that the Lord would graciously be pleased

to show every one of us the plague of our own hearts, turn us

from or iniquities, be gracious to vs, heal or land, stay his

hand and bless us, make us fruitfull under all of enjoyments,

continue or peace and tranquillity in the free injoyment of or

privildges and liberties, civill and sacred; bless us in the fruits

of the feilds _and trees, and crown the year throughout with

[155] his goodness; and that he would be pleased [I to visit

England with his saveing mercy, and doe for them as

the matter requires; that he would bless our lord the King,

preserve and defend him, lengthen out his dayes in peace, and

continue him to be a blessing to our nation, and that the prot

estant people and interest may be saved by the Lord, and

defended against all anti-christian rage and malice. ‘

For the quieting of men’s estates and avoydeing of suits, it

is ordered and enacted by this Court and the authority thereof,

that no person or persons that now hath any right or title of

 

>1‘ Laid out, south of Farmington bounds, 28 Sept. 1686. Col. Rec. Lands,II. 6, 7.

1 Pages 148-150, post.
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entry into any lands, tenements or hereditaments within this

colony now held from him or them, shall thereinto enter but

within three yeares after the tenth of June next, or within

fifteen yeares next after any other title of entery accrued ; and

that no person or persons shall at any time hereafter make

entery into any lands, tenements or hereditaments within this

colony but within fifteen yeares next after his or their right or

title which shall hereafter first dissend or accrue _to the same;

and in default thereof such person so not entering and their

heires shall be utterly excluded and disinabled from such

enterry after to be made. ' '

And that all such persons as have had right or title of

enterry into or cause of action for any lands, tenements or

hereditaments within this Colony hitherto detained from him

or them since the ninth day of May, sixty seven past, and till

the tenth day of June next, and neglected hitherto to make

his or their entery to sue out to effect his or their sayd right

or title, shall forever hereafter be utterly excluded and disin

abled from such entery or suit to be made, any former law,

useage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided

nevertheless, that if any person or persons that is or shall be

intitled to, or that hath or shall have such right or title of

entery into any lands, teniments or hereditaments in this Col

ony, shall be at the time of the sayd right or title first des

sended, accrued, com or fallen, within the age of one and

twenty yeares, femae couert, non compos mentis, or beyound

the seas, that then such person and persons, his and their heire

and heires, shall or may, notwthstanding the sayd three yeares

or the’ sayd fifteen yeares be expired, bring his [action] or

make his entery as he might have don before this act, so as

such person and persons or his or their heire or heires shall

within five yeares next after his and their full age, discoverture

or comeing of sownd minde, inlargement out of prison or

comeing into this country of New England or Territory of

Yorke, or death, take benefitt of and sue forth the same, and

at no time after the sayd five yeares.

Whereas this Court in the calamitous time of New Eng

land’s distresse by the war with the Indians, in the yeares
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seventy five and seventy six, were moved to make some lawes

for the suppression of some provoakeing evills which were

feared to be groweing up amongst vs,‘ as, viz. prophanation

of the Sabboth ; neglect of cattechiseing of children and ser

vants, and famaly prayer; young persons shakeing of the

goverment of parents or masters; boarders and inmates neg

lecting the worship of God in the famalyes where they reside ;

tipleing and drincking; uncleaness ; oppression, in workemen

and traders; which lawes (for want of due prosecution of

offenders that are guilty of the breach of them) have litle

prevayled to‘ the suppressing of the growth of sayd evills

amongst us, and not answered that expectation of reformation

which this Court aymed at, It is therefore ordered by this

Court that the selectmen, constables and grand jurymen in

the severall plantations shall have a speciall care in their

respective places to promoat the due and full attendance of

those forementioned orders of this Court by the severall inhab

itants of their respective townes; and the selectmen, consta

bles and grand jurymen shall, at least- once a moneth, make

presentment of all breaches of sayd lawes as are come to their

knowledg, to the next Assistant or Commissioner, under their

hands; and if any selectman, constable or grand jury man

shall neglect so to doe, and be convicted thereof before any

Assistant or Com‘, he shall pay a fine of ten shillings for every

neglect, the one halfe to be to the complayner and the other

halfe to the pub: Tresury. It is allso ordered that the con

stables in the severall plantations shall, as soone as they may,

at some publique meeting or lecture, publish againe all those

orders, that formerly were made as above recited and made in

May, 1676. '

This Court is adjourned till the Governor or Deputy see

cause to call it.

[156] An accot of the Moeheagan Sachems native bbundaries

and royalties as appeares by severall Court records and by

information and testimonies of sundry Indians, both Pequots

and Narragancetts ; the greatest part of which lands within

the sayd bowndes they have sold and alienated to severall

_—_________~“_—_

* Vol. II. 280-283.
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plantations and perticular persons, as appeares by deeds,

gifts and grants derived from the foresayd Mohegan Sachems.

The Mohegan west bownds are from Ashwawott to Wong

gunshoake, and from thence to Washiack, as appears by an

agreement between Uncass sachem of Mohegen, and Arrama

met and other Conecticutt Indians, as country records doth

make manifast, May 17, 16663‘

In refference to what right Uncass had on the west side of Con

ecticutt river and to Guilford,was alienated to Mr. Georg Fen

wick and to the inhabitants of Saybrooke, excepting six acres

at Homonoscitt, as appeares upon publique record bearing

date, November 13, 1665.1"

~ The Mohegan sowth bownds on the west side of Mohegan

river begins at Massapeguotuck Soongapog, a cold spring, and

from thence to Masenunckquock and then to Poodhumseck,

and from thence to Pumpumbashunck, and runs on to Wee

goschook, and so to Pohtaiyomsek, a great rock. The sowth

bownds on the east side Of_Mohegan, are at Acomeques, as

appears upon record bearing date October 20th, 1666.1:

The Mohegan East bownds -

doe begin at Ayasup'suck pond, which is the sowth east corner,

and from thence to Mamasuck, from thence to Sinuesutt, and

then to Yoskowunganuck, and so to Chabinunggh, and

from thence to Shawammuck; from thence to Majoman

suck, and so to Pouhtugwotchaug, and then to Majoh

pence, and from thence to Munhumsqueeg, and so on

to the upper falls;§ and it appeares that the Mohe

gan sachems had right on the east side Quinabauge River, as

records shews, bearing date on the 13th of Nov. 1665, besides

Indian testimonies.“

The north bownds of the Mohegan sachems appeares to be

run up to the Wabaquassut country, and from thence vp to

Nipmug, haveing had right so far northerly ever since the Pe

quot war in 1637; at which time the Pequots makeing war

with the English, the Indians on the east side of Quinebauge

river above the falls turned off to the Narrogancetts, and those

on the west side the sayd river fell to the Mohegans, and for

about forty five yeares have payd tributt, acknowledgments,

and white deer skinns and bear skinns and black wolfe skinns ;

and that he was their sachem till Owenecoe his son grew up,

who was then appoynted by Vncass to be their sachem ; and

they being put under him, the Wabaqussuck chief men to rule
 

1* Vol. II. 41. 1' Id. 512, from Indians, I. 6.

1 Indians, I. 6. § Of Quinebaug river; near Danielsonville.

ll VOL II. 511; from Indians, I. 6.
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in his absence. That Owenacoe was owned and acknowledged

to be their sachem, was sufiiciently known by many English,

and allso acknowledged so to be by the Wabaquasutt Indian

surrenderers, since the war, as appeares by their testimonies

before the Reverend Mr. James Fitch, minister in Norwich,

May 5th, 1684.

The west bownds of the Wabaquassutt country, May 5th,

1684, are,—Mashenups, the sowth west corner, to Elat, so to

Queghommatch, and so to Miscetchawog, and so to Wegqua

pamisk, and so to Natick Hill, the northerly corner; and then

up[0n] an easterly line to a place called Cheekheek, and so

to Pissoups, and so to Wishquagawans, and so to Paskkeegh,

and so to Towcocks, and so to Monoposhke, and so to Pemenos,

the sowth east]L corner; and then upon a sowtherly lyne to a

[157] place called || Poohunck, and so to Matush, and so to

Anqueet, {and so to Yeeompsky, and so to Gantuckkoyog,

and so to Nashawag, and so to Sajus, and so to Quinibaug

falls, which is the sowth east corner?‘

Being desired by the Generall Court as their committee;

haveing had the perusall of sundry Court records, and Indian

declarations and testimonies, upon the foregoing considerations

and assertions, gives vs underwritten the best'light and advice

that we can procure or attayne unto in retference to the

sachems of Mohegan, their boundaries, and right of royalties

within the sayd bownds.

May 13, 1684. Robert Treat, Governor.

John Tallcott, Assistant.

Recorded January 27, 1684, and is a true coppy of the orig

inall, as attests, John Allyn, Secretary.

A GENERALL Counr new AT Haarrorin, BY SPECIALL ORDER

FROM THE Govnrnvor, JULY THE 5“, 1684.

Major Robt Treat Esq1', Gov’. Whereas or soveraigne lord

James Bishop Esq’, Dept. Gov‘. Charles the 2d, by the Grace of

Major John Tallcott, God of England, Scotland,

Capt. John Allyn, France and Ireland, King, De

Mr. Wnu Joanes, fender of the Fayth &c. by his

Major John Nash, gracious letter dated March the

Capt. James Fitch. 8th, 1683-4,1:hath declared his

* See Oweneco’s deed of the Wabaquassett and "Nipmug country, to Capt Jam es

Fitch, 24 June, 1684, in C01. Rec. Deeds &c. H. 118, 119.

T This should be, north east. t Appendix, No. LV.
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Deputies.

Mr. Wm Pitkin,

LHt Caleb Stanly,

Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. Jos. Fitch,

Capt. John Stanly,

Lnt Nath. White,

Capt. Moses Mansfeild,

Lnt Abram Dickerman,

Sarj. Tho. Campfeild, ‘

Mr. Tho. Clarke,

Capt. Georg Denison,

Capt. James Avery,

Mr. Danll Witherell,

Mr. John Wheeler,

Captn Wm Curtice,

Sarjt Jn°. Chapman,

Lnt Tho. Tracy,

Lnt Eliez. Stint,

Mr. Josi. Rosseter,

Mr. John Grave,

Lnt Jona. Bell,

Mr. Edw. Griswold,

Mr. Abram Doelitle.

royall will and pleasure to be

that a law be made in this Col

ony for the restraining and pun

ishing privateers and pirates :*

This Court considering that

nothing can more contribute to

his sacred Maties honour then

that such articles as are con

cluded and agreed on in all

treaties of peace should by all

his Maties subjects according to

their duty be most inviolably

preserved and kept in and over

all his Maties dominions and

territories; and whereas, not

only against such treaties of

peace made by his Matie with

his allies, but allso contrary to

his Mat i E S Royallproclamations,

some of his Maties subjects of

this colony have or may goe

into forraigne princes service,

and sayle under their commis

sions, contrary to their duty

and good allegiance, and by

fair means cafiot be restrayned from so doeing, be it therefore

enacted, and it is hereby enacted by this Court and the author

ity thereof, that from and after the publication hereof it shall

be felony for any person which now doth, or within fower

years last past heretofore hath, or hereafter shall inhabit or

belong to this Colony, to serve in Americah ingan hostile

mafier, under any forraign prince, state or potentate, or

imployed under any of them against any other forraigne

 

*A letter from Sir Leoline Jenkins, Secretary of State, Mar. 25, 1684, to the Gov

ernor and Council, enclosed a copy of an Act passed in Jamaica, which was referred

o in the King's letter. (For. Corresp. I. 82). This act was adopted, with little alter

ation, by the General Court. The copy enclosed by Secretary Jenkins has been sep

arated from his letter, and is bound with papers relating to Trade 8: Maritime Afi"airs7

I. 85. It is wrongly endorsed, as of the year 1697-8.



152 PUBLIC aaooans [July,

prince, state or potentate, in amity with his Malia, without

speciall license for so doeing, under the hand and seale of the

Governor or comander in cheife of this Colony for the time

being; and that all and every such offender or offenders, con-

trary to the true intent of this act, being thereof duely con

victed in his MamS Court of Assistants in this Colony (to

which court authority is hereby given to heare and determine

the same as in other cases of felony) shall suffer paines of

death without benifitof the clergy.

Provided nevertheless that this act nor any thing therein

contained shall extend to any person or persons which now

are or have been in the service or imployment of any foreign

prince, state or potentate whatsoever, that shall return to this

colony and leave and desert such service and imployment be

fore the first of January next ensueing, rendering themselves

to the Governor or commander in cheife for the time being

and giveing in such securety as he shall appoynt for their

future good behaviour, and allso that they shall not depart

this Colony without the Governors leave.

And for the speedy execution of justice upon such who have

ing comitted treasons, piracies, fellonies and other oifences

upon the seas, as shall be apprehended in or brought prisoners

to this Colony, be it farther enacted by the authority afoar

sayd, that all treasons, piracies, roberies, murthers or confed

[158] eracies commited, or that hereafter shall be [I commit

ted upon the sea, or any haven, creek or bay, shall be enquired,

tryed, heard or determined and judged within this Colony in

such like forme as if such offence had been committed in

A upon the land, and to that end and purpose it is hereby

ordered that it is and shall be in the power of the Governor or

comander in cheife of this Colony for the time being, to call a

speciall Court of Assistants upon any such speciall occasion,

which Court shall have full power to doe all things in and

about the inquiry, heareing, determining, adjudging and pun

ishing of any of the crimes and offences afoarsayd, as any

commissioners to be appoynted under the great seale of Eng

land by vertue of a statute made in the twenty eight yeare of

the reigne of King Henry the Eight are impowered to doe
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and execute within the kingdom of England, and that the

sayd oifenders which are or shall be apprehended in or brought

prisoners to this colony shall be lyable to such order, process,

judgment and execution by vertue of this act as might be

awarded or given against them as if they were proceeded

against against within the realme of England by vertue of any

commission granted upon the sayd statute.

And all tryalls heretofore had against such criminall or

criminalls before any judge or judges, by vertue of commis

sion or authority at any time heretofore granted, and all pro

ceedings thereupon, are hereby rattifyed, confirmed and ad

judged lawfull; and all such judges, with all and every the

inferiour officers that have acted thereby, are hereby indemni

fyed to all intents and purposes whatsoever; and in case they

or any of them shall at any time hereafter be sued, vexed,

molested, or troubled, for any such their proceedings as afoa.r

sayd, he or they so sued, vexed or molested, shall plead the

generall issue and give this act in evidence, any law, statute,

custom or useag to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.

And be it farther enacted by the authority afoarsayd, that

all and every person or persons in this Colony that shall any

way wittingly and knowingly entertein, harbour, conceale,

trade, or hold any correspondence, by letter or otherwise,with

any person or persons that shall be deemed and judged to be

privateers, pirates or other offenders within the construction

of this act, and that shall not readily endeavour to the best of

his or their power to apprehend or cause to be apprehended

such offender or offenders shall be lyable to be proceeded

against as accessaries and confederates, and to suffer such

paines and penalties as in such case by this law is provided.

And for the better and more efl‘ectual1 execution of this act,

be it farther enacted by the authority of this Court, that all

niagistrates, assistants, commissioners, in their several pre

cincts within this Colony, are hereby required and impowered

upon his or their knowledg or notice given to them that any

privateers, pirates or other persons suspected to be upon any

such unlawfull designe, are in any place within their respect

ive precincts, to rays and levy such a number of well armed

20
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A as he or they shall thinke needfull for the seasing, appre

hending and carrying to goale all and every such person or

persons; and in case of any resistance or refuseall to yeild

obedience to his Maties authority in them, it shall be lawfull

to kill or destroy such person or persons ; and all and every

person or persons that shall oppose or resist by strikeing or

fireing upon any of the commanded parties, shall be deemed,

[159] taken and judged as fellons without ,benifit of the

clergy; and every such ofiicer that shall omit or neglect his

duty herein shall forfeit fifty pownds currant money of this

Colony for every such offence, to be recovered in any of his

Maties courts of records within this Colony, by bill, plaint or

information (wherein no essoine, wager of law or protection

shall be allowed) one moiety thereof to be to our soveraigne

lord the King, his heirs and successors, for and towards the

support of the government of this Colony and the contingent

charges thereof, and the other moiety to the informer; and

all and every person or persons that upon orders given him or

them shall refuse to repayre immediately with his or their

armes well fixed and amunition, to such place or places as

shall be appoynted by the sayd Ofiicer or officers, and not read

ily obey his or their comands in the execution of the premises,

shall be lyable to such a fine or corporall punishment as by a

regimentall court marshall shall be thought fitt.

Whereas this Court hath hath been informed that one Gray

ham,”‘ a privateer or pirate after whom hue and cryes are gone

forth from oIr neighbour colonys of Plimouth or Rohde Island,

to arrest and secure him to a tryall, is now or hath been

lately at some of the adjacent islands to this colony, which

hath occasioned sundry vessels loaden and bownd for Boston,

to put in and stay in our harbours, they being discouraged

from goeing on their voyage for fear of a supprize by the sayd

pirates, it is therfore now ordered by this Court that in case

the sayd Grihmes be heard of in any place or porte within or

 

* John Graham or Grayham. He had not long before made his escape from Nan

tucket, where he had been in custody, (See Plymouth Rec. VI. 145.) In June, 1686,

the Massachusstts Court, on receiving information that the pirates Veal and Graham

were cruising off the coast, commissioned Capt. Sampson Waters to enlist volunteers

for an expedition to capture them. (Mass. Rec. V., 488, 489).
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near this colony, or any other pirates, that CaptIl Avery and

Mr. Witherell, with the advice of Major Palmes, send forth

such sufiicient strength as they judg requisitt to suppress and

attacque them, that so they may be brought to tryall accord

ing to law. '

This Court desires and appoynts the Secretry to draw up a

letter to the SecretYy of State Sr Lionell Jenkins, to sertify him

of or receipt of his Maties Letter, and to send a coppy of the

law made this Court concerning privateers and pirates, and to

signe it with the GovernoIr in the name of this Court.

A GENERALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, OCTOBER 9th, 1684.

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Gov‘. ‘

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Govr.

Major John Tallcott, Mr. John Wadsworth,

Captn John Allyn, Mr. Andr. Leete,

‘Mr. Wm Joanes, . Capt. Robt Chapman,

Major John Nash,

The Deputies of the Court are :—

Lut Caleb Stanley Mr. Wm Pitki11; for Hartford.

Capt. Samll Tallcott, Capt. Jn° Chester; for Wethersfeild.

Lnt Wm Seward, Ens. Jn° Grave; for Guilford. '

Capt. Sam. Eales, Mr. Tho. Clarke; for Milford.

LHt Tho. Lefiingwell, Ens. Wm Baccus; for Norwich.

Capt. Georg Denison, Mr. Dan. Mason; for Stoneington.

Mr. James Bate, for Haddum.

Mr. Math. Griswold, for Lyme.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, Lnt Hen. Crane; for Kenilworth.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Tho. Orton, for Farmington.

Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. John Loomys; for Windso1'.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Wheeler; for Fayrefeild.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Sarj. John Chapman, Ens. John Pratt; for Saybrooke.

Mr. John Moss, Mr. Tho. Yeale; for Wallingford.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Joseph Hawly; for Stratford.
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Capt. Dan. Harris, Ens. Wm Cheeny; for Midleton.

Mark Sension, John Platt; for NOrwalk.

Capt. John Minor, LM Joseph Judson ; for Woodbury.

Lut Eliezer Stent, for Brandford.

LM Jonath. Bell, Joshua Hoyt; for Standford.

[160] This Court takeing into consideration the great neces

sity there is of our makeing solem addresses to God by fer

vent prayer and humiliation throughout the country, by rea

son of those rebukes and threatenings from heaven which we

and the whole country are under at present, God’s holy hand

being stretched out against vs still, and allso to implore grace

for, and the powering out of his Spirit upon, the rising genera

tion, have thought meet, according to the recomendation of

the Honord Com" at their last session in Hartford,* the first

of September past, to order and appoynt that the 22th day of

this present month be solemnly kept and observed a day of

publique humiliation, to the end we may meet together with

oIr brethren in the neighbour colonys, in vnited prayers to the

Throne of Grace, for the more effectuall promoating of the

worke of generall reformation, so long discoursed of among

orselves (but greatly delayed); and that we may obtayne

the favour of God for a farther lengthening out of or tran

quillity under the shadow of our soveraigne lord the King,

and that God would preserve his life, and establish his crown

in righteousness and peace, for the defence of the protestant

religion in all his MamHI dominions.

This Court made choys of the Dept. Gov‘, Captn Sam“ Tall

cott, Mr. Jehu Burr, LM Tho. Leffingwell, to audite the

Treasurer’s acco".

The Persons & List of the Estates of the Colony.

250 Hartford, 16730. 240 Windsor, 14045.

65 Stonington, 05451. 86 Saybrooke, 05125.

43 Kenilworth, 02386. 268 New Haven, 13127.

120 Stratford, 07897. 96 Guilford, 06208.

184 Fayrefeild, 10302. 50 Brandford, 02911.
 

* Records of Commissioners, Sept. 1684,—in Appendix.
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61 Wallingford, 02967. 53 Lyme, 03563.

97 Standford, 04855. 50 Greenwich, 02364.

88 Norwalke, 05145. 130 Midleton, 05279.

62 Woodbury, 02580. 150 Milford, 09205.

96 Farmington, 06315. 115 Norwich, 06265.

204 Wethersfeld, 12715. 43 Haddum, 01828.

Whereas the Comrs have ordered twelve pownd six shillings

and fower pence in money to be payd to Mr. Richard Smith

for expence upon or soldiers and service don in the last war,”‘

which is this colony’s proportion of forty pownds, the Court

orders the Treasurer to see it payd as soone as may be.

This Court repeals the former order made by this Court

concerning pieces of eight, that they should goe at six shil

lings a peice and lesser peices according to proportion.

Whereas there is a great neglect fownd in may'ntaining of

the high wayes between towne and towne, the wayes being in

cumbred with dirty slowes, bushes, trees and stones &c., this

Court doe therefore order that each plantation within this

colony shall forthwith take sufficient care that the highwayes

stated between townes be well amended from such defects and

so kept from time to time. The survayours of each towne to

see this attended, according to law, fo. 28, upon the penalties

thereof, and the survayours are to take oath to attend and

execute their office according to law: especially the high ways

or road from Hartford to New Haven, and from New Haven to

Greenwich, and from New Haven to Stoneington, are speedily

to be amended.

Surveyors Oath. You A. B. being chosen Survayor for the

Town of H, doe swear by the name of God that you will truely

[161] and faythfully execute the II office of a survcyor and

attend the same, according to law: so help you God &c.

The widdow Mary Waller of Lyme certifying this Court

that the debts due from her deceassed husband’s estate amount

to as much as the whole estate within nine pownds, and peti

tioning this Court for liberty to sell the lands of the estate or

* Records of Commissioners, Sept. 1684,—in Appendix. -Mr. Smith’s petition is

there printed, from Colon. Bounds., I. 159.
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so much of them as may discharge the debts, the Court grants

her petition, provided she therein act with the advice of Mr.

Mathew Griswould and Joseph Peck.

Whereas it is ordered in the law, Title Actions, Sect. 2d,

that if any person who hath entered an action to be tryed in

any of our Courts, be called three times after the first daye’s

sitting of the Court and doth not appear by himselfe or his

attourney to prosecute his action, he may be non-suited, this

Court now orders that he shall be non-suited.

This Court, takeing notice of the great inconvenience that

doth com to the pub: by such as commence actions and have

tryalls in the severall courts in this colony, who by their

delays in entering of their actions, and allso by their makeing

after pleas when their case hath been committed to the jury,

which this Court being desirous to prevent, doe therefore

order and enact, and it is hereby ordered and enacted by this

Court and the authority thereof, that after the publication

hereof whosoever shall commence an action in any of our

courts in this colony, he shall not enter his action after the

first daye’s sitting of the Court, nor shall his action be tryed

at that court except he pay down double costs, which extraor

dinary costs shall not be payd by the defendant but by the

plaintife.

It is ordered that when plaintifes and defendants have made

their pleas before the county courts or courts of Assistants and

given their evidences, and the case be comitted to the jury,

there shall be no after pleas or testimonies received insuch

cases.

For the incouragement of learning and promoating of pub

lique concernments, It is ordered by this Court, that for the

future that all such houses and lands as are or shall by any

charitable persons be given or purchassed for or to help on

the mayntenance of the ministry, or schooles, or poore, in any

part of this colony, they shall remayn to the use or vses for

which they were given for ever, and shall be exempted out of

the list of estates, and be rate free, any former law or order

notwithstanding;

It is ordered by this Court that every towne or plantation
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in this colony shall order and appoynt what fences of all sorts

shall be accompted sufficient within their owne bowndes, to

be a direction to the fence veiwers, yearly, to proceed upon

accordingly, any former law to the contrary notwithstanding:

provided that this law be not oblidgeing to neighbour townes

farther then they come to a mutuall agreement.

This Court grants the widdow Hannah Lindsley power to

confirm and make deeds for the divission of the lands that was

made between her late husband and Samuel Pond, provided

Samuel Pond give deeds to her for the confirmation of what

belongs to her husband’s estate. This Court allso grants the

sayd widdow power to make deeds to William Barthlome, for

three or fower acres of meadow which were by her husband

solde to sayd Barthlome, before his death, but no deeds given.

The like power is granted her to make deeds to Bartholomue

Goodrich for those lands her husband did receive of sayd Bar

thlomue, provided he doe make deeds for those lands he re

ceived of John Linsley, to secure them to his heires.

Those that are nominated to stand for the nomination in

May next are,—Capt. Benjamen Newbery, Capt. Samll Tall

cot, Capt. Giles Hamlin, Mr. Daniel Witherell, Mr. Jehue

Burr, Capt. Samll Eales, Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Mr. Sam"

Sherman.

Although we ought to be duely sencible of the holy hand of

God still continued upon vs in variety of afflicting dispensa

tions towards vs, and what we may farther justly expect and

feare, yet notwithstanding we have great cause humbly and

thankfully to acknowledg the Lord’s ever endureing mercyes

to his poore, unworthy people in this Colony ; perticulerly his

goodness to vs this yeare allmost past, in lengthening out our

peace and priviledges, continueing the blessed gospell and lib

erties thereof, giveing us a competency of outward things, and

staying the increase of sicknesse and epidemicall deseases;

likewise that the Lord hath hitherto and still doth graciously

lengthen out and preserve the life of our Soveraign Lord the

King, against all wicked conspiracies, for the comfort and

weale of his Maties good subjects in all his dominions ; in all

which we may see God’s great compassion toward vs: this
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[162] Court doe therefore upon these || grownds appoynt‘

Wednesday, the fift of November next, to be a day of pub

lique Thankesgiveing, to be solemnly observed and kept

throughout this colony, to prays God for the continuance of

these and all other his mercyes we enjoy.

This Court doth appoynt Mr. Tho. Yeale to lay out to Mr.

John Brockett his grant of land, according to his grant.

This Court grants a rate of two pence upon the pownd of

all the rateable estate in this colony, to cleare the country

debts; to be pd in porck, three pownds ten shillings p barell,

winter wheat at fower shillings six pence p bushell, summer

wheat at fower shillings p bushell, rye at three shillings p

bushell, Indian corne at two shillings sixpence p bushell; to

be payd one third in wheat, one third in rye, and one third in

Indian corne or porck : and those that doe not pay their pro

portions in wheat shall make it up in Indian come at two

shillings p bush : And if any will pay the one halfe of theire

rates in Boston money, it shall be accepted in full of his rate.

All sortes of pay to be good & merchantable.

This Court doe approve and allow of Mr. Thomas Hooker*

to goe on in the practice of phissick, and that a coppy hereof

under the SecretYy’s hand shall be his warant for the same.

Mr. Tho. Robinson plntf. by way of appeale from the Court

of Assistants, May 27, 1684,-1' which action was these Tho.

Cooke Junr and Wm. Stone plntf., Mr. Tho. Robinson de

fendnt, in an action of appeale from the judgment of the

county court, March the 6, 1682-, which action was an action

of the case for pulling up of fence belonging to sayd Robbin

s0n’s eornfeild,whereby his corne was destroyed, to the damage

of forty pownds: in which action in which action the jury

found for the defendant, ten shillings and cost of courts, and

leave the damage to the court to determine what it is. In

this action the Court find for the defendants, cost of court.

Lut Samll Steele and Ens. Nath. Standly are plaintifes, by

way of appeale from the Court of Assistants, May 27, 1684,

 

at Of Hartford: son of Rev. Samuel Hooker, of Farmington, and grandson of Rev.

Thomas Hooker. '

1 Court of Assistants, I. 50.
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- contra Enock Buck defendant?“ which action was an action of

the case for the defendant’s unlawfull detaining from them a

certaine peice of land lyeing in a place comonly called Long

Rowe, or Weathersfeild dry swampe, which land was James

Boosey’s formerly of Weathersfeild, deceassed, and by him be

queathed to the sayd Steele and Standlye’s wives, whee are

allso the onely proper heires thereof; to a surrender of the

land, with damages to thevalue of ten pownds. The county

court fownd for the then plaintife, a surrender and cost of

court; and the Court of Assistants fownd for the sd Buck cost

of court. In this action, this Court find for the defendant cost

of court. '

Sam“ Steele and Ens. Standly plaintife, by way of appeale

from the Court of Assistants, May 27, 1684, Michael Griswold

defendent; which action was entered and issued as the former

action between Lnt Steele and Ens. Standly plntfs. and Enock

Buck def“. This court find for the defendant cost of courts.

This Court grants Mamanto liberty to buy a horss for his

use, provided the naturall and artificiall markes be recorded

in Farmington, and the age of the horss, before Mr. Wads

worth, in the brand booke.

Mr. George Sanders plaintife, by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants held at Hartford, Octobr,

1684, contra Michael Tayntor defendnt ;’r which action was an

action of the case for neglecting and refuseing to make up and

mayntaine either all or part of his divideing. fence belonging

to a parcell of land he bought of Mr. Benjamin Woodbridge,

and borders and joynes on a home lott that was formerly John

Brookes his home lott, but now appertaining to the sayd San
 

* Court of Assistants, I. 51: Priv. Controv. I. 62; H. 172-188: Col. Rec. II. 85.

Lient. Steele and Ensign Stanley sued, in the right of their wives, Mary and Sarah,

(daughters of James Boosey, of Wethersfield, deceased,) to recover certain lands

devised by Mr. Boosey to his children. The lands in controversy were devised, speci

fically, to Joseph, eldest son of Mr. Boosey, on attaining the age of twenty one years.

Joseph married, removed to Westchester, and died there, before attaining his majority.

His widow marr. Mr. Jehu Burr, who conveyed the lands in Wethersfield to Enoch

Buck and Michael Griswold, the defendants in the present suit. The construction to

be given to Mr. Boosey’s will, and the application of the law of estates, presented

great difliculties to the Courts; and the plaintifls, dissatisfied with the final decision

of the General Court, threatened an appeal to England. See page 167, post.

1 Court of Assistants, I. 51.

21
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ders, to the erecting and mayntaining his part of the fence

according to law, with damage, to the value of three pownds.

In this action the jury then found for the defendant, cost of

court. In this action the court find for the defendant costs

of courts. The Court allowed for his attendance all the courts,

ten shillings. Execution dd, December 18, 1686.

[163] Mr. John Whitting and Mr. Joseph Whitting &c.

plaintifes, by way of appeale from the judgment of the Court

of Assistants, October 2d, 1684, and Nath. Bissell defendant,‘

which action was an action of the case upon review for his

unlawfull deteyning from them their proportions in land now

in his possession, sometime the land of their father Mr. Wm.

Whitting deceassed, given by the last will of their father; to a

surrender of their partes and proportions of sayd land, with

forty pownds damages. In this action the jury did find then

for the defendant, cost of court. In this action the Generall

Court find for the defendant, and costs of courts. Costs of

Courts allowed by the Court is fower pownds, fouerteen shil

lings and seven pence.

 

* Court of Assistants, I. 53: Priv. Controv. II. 190-224. The files include copies

of the record of lands in Windsor belonging to Mr. William Whiting, John Bissell, and

Nathaniel Bissell; a copy of Mr. Whiting’s will; autograph orders from Roger Ludlow

on Mr. Whiting (who purchased Mr.'Ludlow’s land in Windsor, on the removal of the

latter to Uncowa); testimony respecting the value of land in Windsor, 1639 to 1645,

&c. Edward Griswold, aged about 77 years, testified “That about the years 1639,

Mr. William Whiteing (deceased) was undertaker for a shipp in England, in which

shipp I came to New England. The said Mr. Whiteing borrowed of one Mr. John

Saint Nicholas about two hundred pound, wch I had the bill to receive here, which

money I reced again of Mr. Whiting by Mr. Nicolas order, here; and at that time

many passengers came over, severall of which settled at Windsor, and a generall ex

pectation there was at that time, as appeared by discourss of many more passengers

to come and some of note, as the said Mr. St. Nicholasfor one, by which meanes land

at Windsor neare the towne and redy for improvement was at a high price: and about

that time the said Mr. Whiteing bought, as was commonly reported, Mr. Ludlowe’s

land at Windsor, that is when land was dear, and I know Mr. Ludlow went away

thence in a short time after. But afterwards people that were expected out of Eng

land not comeing in such numbers as was looked for, and some returning to England

and others remoueing to the sea side, the lands at Windsor fell uery much in price

from what they were at when Mr. Ludlow sold to Mr. Whiteing, so that gennerally to

my observance lands were not sold but at halfe the price as before, or about halfe the

price. Further I testifie that the abouesaid Mr. St. Nikolas liueing near Mr. Hewitt

in England, did manifest his desire to settle by Mr. Hewitt in New England, and by

my observance of Mr. St. Nikolas’ words and actions, and also Mr. Whiteing’s, I did

apprehend that Mr. Whiteing bought Mr. Ludlowe's land to accomodate the said Mr.

St. Nikolas.” . Sworn, May 15, 1684.
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Mr. Gershom Buckly and John Belding &c. plaintifes, by

way of appeale from the judgmt of the Court of Assistants,

October 2d, 1684, contra Mr. John Holister defendant ;* which

action was an action of the case for their detaining from them

their proportions of a pereell of land on the east side of the

Great River, in or neer a place called Nabuck, being part of a

lott formerly belonging to Mathew Mitchell and now belonging

to the above mentioned plaintifes; to a surrender of sd land,

with ten pownds damage. In this action the jury did then

find for the plntf. a surrender of the land in controversy, that

falls within their purchase and cost of courts.

It is ordered by this Court that what part of the country rate

is payd in silver money, according to the proportion granted

by the Court, shall be received by the constable of each plan

tation and by him be delivered upon his office oath to the

country Treasurer, at or before the Court Of Election in May

next; and what is not payd in money, shall be payd, both in

specia and proportion, according to the Order_Of the Court for

the payeing of sayd country rate.

This Court doe desire and impower Major John Tallcot and

Mr. John Wadsworth to joyne with the colony Treasurer to

order the dissposeall of what money shall be gathered as afoar

sayd, for the defraying of the colony debts due unto Mr. Rich

ard Wharton and Mr. Richard Smith, or any other to whome

we are indebted in money; and to receive acquittances or dis

charges from them upon their payment of what shall appeare

to be due to them or either of them.

It is ordered by this Court that in all tryalls of actions be

tween party and party, whether in the county court, court of

assistants or in the Generall Court, the person for whome the

Court doe find the cause shall be allowed two shillings p day

for his attendance upon the tryall of his case and journey.

This Court doe recommend it to the towne of Stratford to

 

‘IF Court of Assistants, I. 53, 58: Priv. Controv. I11. 114-140. Many important facts

connected with the history of Wethersfield, especially of the east side of the river (now

Glastenbury), are preserved in the testimony taken in this suit respecting the bounda

ries &c. of the Naubuc farms. The farm owned by Mr. Bulkeley and John Belding’s

heirs was part of a tract of 900~acres originally granted by the town of Wethersfield to

Mr. Mathew Mitchell. ‘



164 roams rmooans [Oct.

com to an agreement with Moses Wheeler Sen‘, about the

purchase he made of the Indians of a tract of land within their

bownds,* so that the sayd Wheeler may have meet sattisfaction,

and that a return be made of the issue to the next Generall

Court, for their rattification ; or otherwise, that some deputed

by the towne then appeare at the sayd Court, with the sayd

Wheeler, for the Court’s consideration of the case and conclu

sion thereof.

Capt. Sam11 Tallcot by the Court’s vote chosen Secretary for

this session, in the absence of Capt. Allyn, and accordingly

sworne.t

James Benit appeareing in Court to answer Mr. Sam11 Col

lins as attourney for Sarjt Warde of Midleton and_Walter

Johnson plntfs., in an action of the case upon an appeale from

a judgment of the Court of Assistants in May last.;l' The fore

sayd Collins not appeareing to prosecute his appeale, Serjt

Samuel Warde engageing to pay the sayd Bennit twenty shil

lings as sattisfaction for his charges in refference to this Court,

and Benit accepting of it, this Court -see cause to confirm their

agreement. Execution dd, October 18th, 1684. '

This Court doe desire and impower the Governor, Dept

Govr and Councill, so many of them as can conveen, to be a

Councill to hear, order, issue and transact all such publique

concernes as shall be necessary to be attended in the intervalls

of the Gen11 Court; allwayes provided the Governor or Dept

Governor be one of the sayd Councill; and this to stand till

the Generall Court in May next.

 

1 Court of Assistants, I. 51. The action was for moneys due for three fourths of a

sloop built for the plaintifis, at Middletown.

* Towns & Lands, I. 213, 214. Deed from Wampeag, Sequachana and Sewatam,

to Moses Wheeler, of Stratford, ferryman, of “ a parcell of ground lyeing alongst

Potatuck river, the east end of it being on a small river which they say is Nayvmp,

the west end bownding to a great rock which reacheth the full length of all that

plaine peice of grownd, and allso to haue two miles & halfe of grownd on the upland

and all the meadow within that bounds;” dated April 12th, 1659: Col. Rec. of Lands,

1. 429. This tract had, by the enlargement of Stratford bounds, been included within

the limits of that township. Moses Wheeler alleged that the purchase was made at

the solicitation of the principal inhabitants of Stratford, to prevent the land from falling

into other hands, and that it cost him upwards of forty pounds. The town had made

him no compensation, but had taken possession of the land, which was now being laid

out in lots, under town grants.

1 The record of this session is, however, in Secretary Allyn’s hand.

Q.—,....-- -
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This Court grant the Govr his sallary to be eighty pownds

for this yeare.

This Court grants the Dept Govr his sallary to be thirty

‘pownds for this yeare.

This Court grants Mr. Joanes ten pownds as a salary this

year. '

This Court grants the Secretary twenty pownds for his salary

this year. _

[164] This Court grants the Treasurer for his sallery this

year, twenty pownds.

This Court doth order that there be fifteen pownds added

to the Governor8 salery this yeare.

Tho. Standish is plntf. by way of appeale from the judgment

of the court of Assistants held at Hartford on October 2d,

- 1684, contra John Cole defendant,‘t which action is an action

of the case for detaining a parcell of land from him which

lyeth next to that which was formerly Mr. C0le’s Island, and

is in Weathersfeild Island,-t to a surrender of the sayd land,

with three pownds damage. In this action the jury did then

find for the plaintife a surrendry of the land in controversy,

according to the ancient bownds and records, and cost of court.

In this action, the court now find for the defendant a surren—

 

* Court of Assistants, I. 53. The Island “ lyeing by Wethersfield bounds,” a “ creek

from the great river compassingit” on the north, west and south, was granted by the

town of Hartford, to James Cole. A gradual filling up of the creek and change of the

water course ultimately led to a controversy about bounds and proprietorship.

Thomas Standish, to whom the Island was recorded in 1653-4, had been in undisturbed

possession for more than twenty years. His attorney, Mr. Wm. Pitkin, pleaded the

statute of 21 James I, limiting the right of entry on lands to twenty years after title of

entry accrued. (The Colony law, limiting the right of entry to fifteen years, was

passed May, 1684, after this action was instituted, and, probably, occasioned by it.

See page 147 ante.) Mr. Pitkin’s pleas, before the County Court,_Court of Assistants

and General Court, are preserved with the files (Priv. Controv. H. 168-170.) He urges,

with much force, the applicability of the English statute and its absolute authority

on court and jury, however any law of the colony might conflict therewith: and he

“ requests the bench to direct the jury herein, it being matter of law, namely whether

the jury finding a plain statute of the Realm of England leading to one thing, they

may, by any law made in this Colony or improvements of it, by their oath, make a

verdict plainly contrary in their judgment to a statute of that realm" &c.; contending

that “ any law in this Colony that is contrary to the laws of England is no law, or so

far as any law is improved or pleaded in contrariety, that improvement is not good in

law."

1} “Island” is an error of the recorder, for “ bounds,” as the original record of the

Court of Assistants (here recited,) shows.
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dry of the land in controversy, bownded by the dividend lyne

between Hartford and Weathersfield, and costs of courts, still

reserveing to Tho. Standish and his heires liberty to goe ,

through the afoarsd lands, at times convenient, w'h cattell and

carts and carriages, as is expressed in his deeds. The costs

allowed by this Court is thirty six shillings and sixpence.

Tho. Standish his deeds returned to him. Execution dd, Feb.

6, 1684.

Capt. Georg Dennison declareing in court that whereas the

towne of Stoneington saw cause to grant him fifty acres of

land, and it is thought that part of what is layd out to him

upon that accot may fall within the country land, this Court

grants that what part of it shall happen to fall there shall be

his, as if it had fallen within the bownds of Stoneington.

This Court orders that those who were formerly presented

to the Court for freemen are now accepted, and are to have

the freemen’s oath administred to them: Daniel Marckham, of

Midleton, is one; Tim. Baldwine, Mr. Robt Treat, and Robert

Plumbe.

Those presented for freemen are,—Texhall Einsworth.

The deed of sale given by Mrs. Susanah Whitting to John

Bissell Sen’, was returned to Nathaniel Bissell, by order of

Court.

This Court doe desire and appoynt Major John Tallcott to

write to the reverend Mr. James Fitch of Norwich, in answer

to the letter which he sent to the Honble Cominissioners of the

Uriited Collonyes, beareing date Septr 8"‘, 1684.

This Court orders that those of Norwalke whoe were remove

ing to Paquiag and have left out their persons and sundry of

their cattell out of the list of estates, shall pay the one half of

rates due, according to law, from the estate left out.

This Court orders that for the future the Treasurer shall

not accept of any constable’s acco“ for charges of houseing or

carting corn, or shrinking or waste of corn, unless those

charges and wastes be alowed of by some magistrates or

comissioners as doe alow of other bills according to law.

This Court doe nominate and appoynt Mr. John Wadsworth,

LIL Caleb Stanly, and Mr. Stephen Hosmore to be a committe

an-.-.--aw
"‘u;*
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to goe over the Great River at Weathersfeild, and to veiw and

measure the land in controversy between Mr. Gershom Buick

_ley and Mr. John Hollister, to measure all Nabuck lands, or

what other lands they shall thinke needfull, and endeavour a

composure of the difl'erence between them and make a. return

to the Gen“ Court, in May next.”‘

Whereas a writt is delivered in this Court in denomination

of an appeale to his Matie from the judgments of this Court,

which writt is signed under hand of LM Sam“ Steele and

Ens. Nathan“ Stanly, bearing date Octobr 16, 1684, in answer

whereunto this Court return (viz.) that we doe not finde any

thing in the Patent to vs by or Soveraign Lord King Charles

the Second, oblidging, requiring or comanding of vs to grant

the demandents liberty of an appeale to his Matie in these

[165] cases; neither shall we in any wise [I put a barr upon

the lawfull liberty of the demandents, to impeed their appear

ance before his Matic or any of his courts, so farr as we are

concerned.-t '

Henry Eliot petitioning for an appeale to be granted him '

from a judgment given against him at New London court, for

Thomas Baker,:l: unto the next Court of Assistants, for the

reasons alledged in his petition, this Court doe grant him an

appeale to the Court of Assistants in May next, from sayd

judgment, provided he give suflicient standing securety, to the

value of forty five pownds in money, to Mr. Daniel Witherell

of New London, for prosecuteing said appeale, and allso doe

give notice hereof to Mr. Thomas Baker, at least one moneth

before the Court of Assistants, that so he may answer the ap

peale if he see cause.

 

* Their return is in Priv. Controv. III. 132.

T See page 161, ante, and note.

1 Henry Elliott, of Stonington, merchant, was sued by Mr. Thomas Baker, of Bos

ton, ironmonger, for .-£27. 10. 6, due by bill, for goods bought of him. Hudson Lever

ett, attorney for Mr. Baker, obtained a judgment against Elliott, at the New London

County Court, June, 1684. Priv. Gontrov. III. 13-25.
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A Coder or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 14, 1685.

Those nominatedfor election are : Major Robt Treat Esq’,

James Bishop Esq’, Samll Willys Esq’, Major Nath. Gold Esq’,

Major John Tallcott Esq’, Capt. John Allyn Esq’, William

Joanes Esq’, Major Jn° Nash Esq’, Capt. Tho. Topping Esq’, An~

drew Leete Esq’, John Wadsworth Esq’, Capt. RoblL Chapman

Esq’, Capt. James Fitch Esq’, Lnt Samll Mason Esq’, Capt.

Benj. Newbery, Capt. Samll Tallcott, Capt. Giles Hamlin,

Mr. Daniel Witherell, Mr. Jehu Burre, Capt. Samll Eales,

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Mr. Sam11 Sherman.

Those elected are :

Major Robt Treat Esq’, chosen Gov’.

James Bishop Esq’, Dept Gov’.

Assistants.

Major Nathan Gold Esq’, John Wadsworth Esq’,

Major John Tallcot Esq’, Capt. James Fitch Esq’,

Capt. John Allyn 6} Secretary, Capt. Samuel Mason Esq’,

Wm. Joanes Esq’, Capt. Benj. Newberry Esq’,

Major John Nash Esq’, Capt. Samll Tallcott Esq’,

Andrew Leete Esq’, Capt. Giles Hamlin Esq’.*

Mr. Joseph Whitting, Treasurer.

The Deputies of the Court are,—

Mr. Siprian Niccols, Ln’ Joseph Wadsworth; for Hartford.

Mr. Joseph Fitch, for Windsor.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly ; for Farmington.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Haddum.

Capt. John Chester, for Weathersfeild.

* The names of Mr. Samuel Willis, Capt. Thomas Topping and Capt. Robert Chap

man this year disappear from the list of Assistants. Mr. Willis was largely engaged

in the West India trade, and his business compelled him to be absent much of the time

from the colony. He was now at Antigua, as appears from a petition presented in

his behalf to this Court (Priv. Controv. III. 253). He was again elected an assistant,

at the revolution, in May, 1689.

To fill these vacancies, Capt. Benjamin Newbery, of Windsor, Capt. Giles Hamlin,

of Middletown, and Capt. Samuel Talcott, of Wethersfield, were now elected. Capt.

Newberry was a brother-in-law of Capt. John Allyn. He was nominated Assistant as

early as 1663; and had been a deputy for Windsor in nearly every Court, since 1662.

Capt. Talcott was a younger brother of Major John Talcott, of Hartford. He grad

uated at Harvard college, in 1658; and was placed in nomination, in October, 1673.
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Ens. Wm Cheeny, for Midleton.

Mr. Danll Witherell, Capt. James Avery ; for N. London.

Sarj. John Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Mr. Edw. Griswould, Lnt Henry Crane ; for Kenilworth.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Mr. Wm Measure ; for Lyme.

LM Tho. Lefiingwell, Mr. Simon Huntington; for Norwich.

Capt. Georg Denison, Mr. Nehe. Palmer ; for Stoneington.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. Tho. Joanes ; for Fayrefeild.

Sarj. Jn° Bowton, Sarj. Jn0 Platt; for Norwalk.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Francis Hall ; for Stratford.

Capt. Jno. Minor, Lnt Jos. Judson; for Woodbury.

Capt. Jona. Selleck, Lnt Jona. Bell; for Standford.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, LIlt Abram Dickerman, for N. Haven.

Capt. SamH Eales, Capt. John Beard ; for Milford.

Mr. Wm Maulby, Ll" Eli. Stint; for Brandford.

Mr. John Brockett, Lnt Nath. Merryman ; for Wallingford.

LInt Wm Seward, Deac. Wm Johnson; for Guilford.

15. The Commissioners for the yeare ensueing are :—Capt.

John Chester, for Weathersfeild; Lnt Nath. White, for Mid

leton; Capt. James Avery & Mr. Daniel Witherell, for New

London; Mr. Mathew Griswold, for Lyme; Capt. Robt Chap

man, for Saybrook and the whole county of N. London ; Mr.

Edw. Griswould, for Kenilworth; Capt. Thomas Topping, for

Brandford; Capt. John Minor and LM Joseph Judson, for

Woodbury; Capt. Sam11 Eales & Capt. Beard, for Milford and

Derby; Capt. Wm Curtice & Mr. Jos. Hawly, for Stratford;

Mr. Sam‘1 Sherman, Mr. Jehu Bur, Mr. John Bur, for

Fayrefeild; Capt. Tho. Fitch, Capt. Rich. Olmsteed, for Nor

walke; Mr. Richard Lawes, Lnt Jonath. Bell, for Standford &

Greenwich.

[166] This Court being informed by Major Tallcott that he

had received letters from Mr. Wharton and Mr. Tho. Dean’s

letter, that there was two hundred eighty nine pownds nine

shillings seven pence payd for Mr. Wm Harris his redemption,

this Court doth declare that at present they accept of that

acco‘, unles the Gentn upon examination find just exception ;

and desire Major John Tallcot and Mr. John Wadsworth, in

22
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persuance of the order of this Court, October last, to labour

V the payment of what is due with all speed.

Major John Tallcott, Capt. Samll Mason, and LM Tho. Leif

ingwell are by this Court desired and appoynted to hear what

the Indians have to say in theire cases, and to prepare their

matters for the Court’s determination)‘

Whereas Wm Waller of Lyme, deceassed, dyed in debt near

to the whole value of his estate, and that the debts may be

payd, which canot be payd wthout sale of the land, This Court

doe, upon the desire of the widdow (she being administratrix

to the estate) doe order that the sayd widdow, with advice

of Mr. Mathew Griswold and Joseph Peck, to make sale of so

much of the land as shall be needfull to pay debts.

Mr. Samuel Mason is by this Court confirmed CaptI1 of

Stoneington Traine Band. ‘

John Beardsley is confirmed Liutenant of Stratford Traine

Band.

Ebenezer Johnson is confirmed Liutenant of Derby Traine

Band. Abell Gunn is confirmed Ensigne of Derby Traine

Band.

Nath. Seely is confirmed Liuetenant of Fayrefeild Traine

Band.

Propownded for Freemen: James Hill, Peter Talman, of

Guilford; Daniel Mix, of Wallingford; John Osborn, of

Fayrefeild ; John Kirtland, Joseph Parker, Zachary Sandford,

of Saybrook; Solomon Tracey, Sam11 Lathrop Jun’, Joseph

Bushnell, Sam11 Bliss, for Norwich; Mr. Tho. Wells, Icabod

Wells, Samuel Wells, Noah Cook, Richard Burnam, Joseph

Strickland, Richard Risley, John Stockin, John Watson.

Major Peleg Sandford haveing presented to the Governor an

accot of disbursements he made in the late Indian war, upon

the wounded soldiers, which is this day presented to the Court

and hath been veiwed and considered by the Court, and the

Court not findeing it ever allowed by the Commissioners of

the Colonys, and findeing the accot itselfe in some of the arti

 

* Some Indian testimonies taken before this Committee, May 15th, respecting the

right of the Mohegans to the Wabaquasset country, are recorded in C01. Rec. of

Deeds &c. II. 120.
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cles very unjust, and therefore doe see no reason to alow the

accot; yet knoweing there may be something due to Mr.

Sandford, doe see cause to grant him ten pownds, if he will

rest sattisfyed therein, or els, if he please to sattisfy the Court

[of] the justness of his articles of clayme, the Court will doe

him justice therein in ordering the sayd Mr. Sandford what

shall justly appear to be his due, provided it be don by Octo~

ber Court next.‘

16. Upon request of Mrs. Mary Collins, this Court doth

impower her to confirm to Obadiah Allyn by a deed of sale,

two acres of land that he bought and payd for to Mr.

Collins, and deed of sale was by Mr. Collins’ order made in

his life time, though not perfected according to law; her con

firmation of the sayd sale by a deed, to be of full value to

hold the sayd land firme to him the sayd Allyn, his heirs and

assignes forever. ,

Vpon the application of Capt. Scill and John Haugh, admin

istrators to the estate of John Bourden,T that they might be

impowered to confirm unto Lnt Abraham Brunson, by a con

vayance according to law, two acres of meadow land, and con

firme an exchange of land made by John Borden wth Mr. '

Mathew Griswold JunY, the necessity of the case by reason of

debts requireing the same, this Court doe impower them accord

ingly to doe.

Upon request of the widow Chittingden, of Guilford, that

she might disspose of some land for the payment ofjust debts

and present supply of her famaly, this Court doth grant her

request, and impower the sayd widdow administratrix to

[167] disspose of the value of fifty [I pownds worth of land

' for the end afoarsayd, she taking the advice of John Chitting

den, and Sarjt Steven Bradly therein to doe it as may be least

prejudiciall to the estate, and shee to make legall conveyances

of the same.

This Court doe appoynt Lnt Thomas 'Leflingwell and Mr.

* See a former letter from Mr. Sandford, (Sept. 7, 1677), in War, I. 131, and Secre

tary A1lyn’s letter to him, in appendix, No. LX.

T Priv. Controv. III. 30, 28, 29.
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Alexander Pygon to lay out to Samuel Rogers his grant-of

land granted to him by this Court, according to his grant.

This Court grants the Mohegans and Pequots theire free

liberty to hunt in any of the conquered lands within the lim

its of this colony, for such time and so long as this Court shall

see cause to continue this grant to them. .

This Court appoynt Lnt Tho. Leflingwell and Capt. James

Avery and Nehemiah Palmer, they or any two of them, to

lay out and bownd the sundry percells of land given to the

Pequots, in New London or Stoneington bownds or lands ad

jacent; and what of them are not recorded, to make record

of them in the town records where they doe lye, and to return

coppyes of the sayd records to this Court at theire next session.

The sayd Indians who are proprietors of land to sattisfy this

comittee for their travell therein.

The Governor haveing acquainted the Court what himselfe

and the Councill had done in reference to the Proclamation of

his Matie James the Second,* Kingof England, Scotland, France

and Ireland &c. and the Addresst sent by the Governor and

Councill_to his Matie &c. the Court declared they approved

of the same, and thanked them for their good service therein.

This Court doe desire and impower Major John Tallcott,

Capt. John Allyn, Mr. John Wadsworth and Mr. Joseph Whit

ting to make sale of the house and homelott which was for

merly Jeremy Adams his houseing and homelott,;t now in the

possession of the country, according to their best discression

for the use of the colony, and doe desire and impower Mr.

Joseph Whitting, Treasurer, to signe the deed of sale for the

confirmation of the same.

This Court orders that the towne of Woodbury shall brand

 

*April 3d, “ Ship arrives from Newcastle & brings Newes ofye death of Charles yQ 2d.

& Proclamation of James ye 2d. King: The Master brought a couple of printed Procla

mations relating to yl affair." “Apl. 16. Thorsday, a vessel arrives from London; bring

ing orders to ye several Colonies to proclaim ye King.” Judge Sewall's Interleaved

Almanac (N. E. Geneal. Reg. VIH. 18). James II. was proclaimed in Boston, April

20th; in Hartford, Apr. 22d; in New York, Apr. 23d. See Appendix, Nos. LVIL,

LVIII.

TAppendix, No. LIX.

1 See page 145, note. The house and lot were conveyed by the Treasurer to Serg.
I Zachary Sandford, by deed dated Dec. 2, 1685. Hartf. Rec. of Lands, I. 95.
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their horses wth the letter P, according to former law for

branding of horses.

This Court appoynts Mr. Jonathan Pitman, Mr. John Bur,

and Mr. Josiah Harvy to run the line between Standford and

Greenwich and Standford and Norwalk according to grant of

this Court formerly, as soone as may be.

Whereas at the last session of this Court there was an action

depending between Mr. John Hollister and Mr. Gershom

Buckley and John Belding deceassed his children, and the

Court then haveing appoynted a committee to veiw the land

in controversy between Mr. Holister, Mr. Buckly and Belding

children, which have made return to this Court under their

hands, and the Court haveing heard the pleas and evidences

made use of in the case doe declare, that they find for sd Mr.

Buckly and sayd Belding’s children, that their just proportion

of Mr. Mitchell’s nine hundred acres be divided to them,

which is two hundred twentyfive acres ; and that the sayd lott

of Mr. Mitchell the bownds thereof being not well stated and

land markes not to be fownd, this Court doe order that the

sowth bownds ‘of sayd Mitchell’s lott shall be Sturgion River

where it runns into the Great River, and to run as the sayd

brook runs untill it comes to a marked tree neer the cow pen

on the sowth side the brook, claymed by Mr. Buckly, and it

is to run an east line from the sayd tree to the Three Miles

end ; which line is to be the sowth line of sayd Mitchell’s

lott; and this Court order that in the prosecution of this

case, the last and this Generall Court, each party to bear their

own charges.

In answer to Mr. Tho. Wells his petition, this Court by their

voate did declare, that they doe not see Mr. Wells engaged to

pay pease to Bevill Waters, but other good pay, viz. one third

in wheat, one third in rye, one third in Indian corne or porck;

wheat 4*‘Sh p bush., Rye 3Sh p bush., Indian, 2511 6d p bush.,

porck 3" 10sh p barell ; all to be good and merchantable.

A.nd the Court doe appoynt Ens. Nath. Stanly to veiw the corn

allready delivered to Bevill Waters, with what is to be payd,

and if it be not by his judgment merchantable, the sayd Mr.



174 PUBLIC anoonns [May,

Wells is to make it up merchantable, according to'sayd Stan

ly’s judgment.

Whereas Mr. John Wadsworth and LM Steele, in the year

1675, May 31, purchassed all the rights of Joshua, Mohegan

sachem, and his two wives rights and their mother’s right, in

land within the limits of Farmington, as by their deed,

[168] date May 31, 1675, this Court alowes of the sayd deed,

and doe confirm fower acres in the Indian neck to the sayd

Wadsworth and Steele; and if more appeare to be due, it is

to be to the towne’s use.

Mr. Joseph Whiting was by this Court accepted a freeman.

This Court appoynt Major Gold to give the Reverend Mr.

Wakeman the thanks of this Court for his great paynes he

hath taken in the preaching of the election sermon, and to

desire him to grant a coppy thereof that it may be printed,

and to send it to the Assistants in Hartford, who, with Mr.

Wadsworth, are desired to take order for the printing thereof

at the publique charge of the colony.‘

This Court doe impower the Governor, Dept. Governor and

Assistants, see many of them as shall conveen together upon

the call of the Governor, to be a councill, to hear, order, issue,

transact all such pub. concernes as shall be necessary to be

attended in the intervalls of the Generall Court, allwayes

provided the Governor or Dept Governor be one of the sd

councill; and this to stand till the Generall Court, October

next.

21. Upon the petition of Mr. Timothy Woodbridg]L who

 

* It was printed, at Boston, by Samuel Green, 1685, (44 pp. 4to.) with an introduc

tory Epistle to the reader, signed by J[ames] Bishop, commending it “as good in

itself and good at this time, a seasonable word, an awakening word, a soul-atfecting

word.” The sermon is entitled “ Smmd Repentance the Right way to escape deserved

Raine; or A Solid and awakening Dmcovnsn, Exhorting the People of God to com

ply with his Counsel, by a hearty practical turning from Sin to himself and his Service

thereby to prevent their being made desolate by his departing from them. As it was

delivered in a SERMON Preached at Ha/rtford on Connecticut in New England, May

14th, 1685. Being the day of Euwrxon there.-—By Mr. Samuel Wakeman, Pastor of

the Church of Christ in Fai1yt‘eld.” The text is from Jer. vi. 8. “ Be thou instructed,

0 Jerusalem, lost my Soul depart from thee, lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhab

ited.” Copies of this sermon, (now very rare,) are in the libraries of Yale College

and of George Brinley Esq., of Hartford.

1' Priv. Controv. III. 260, 253.
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complaynes that Mr. Willys judgeth himselfe much damnified

by an execution served upon his lands by Mr. Lord and seve—

rall actions commenced against him and severall executions

past against his estate in land, to his great damage, This

Court doe see cause to order that none of those lands of Mr.

Willyses seized by execution be alienated or dissposed by any,

but that they doe remayn in the hands of the creditors for the

space of one year, in which time Mr. Willys or his attourney

may, by suit in law or otherwise, if he see cause, endeavour

to recover out of the hands of Mr. Lord or any other of them,

whatever he can make appeare to be taken from him more

than is justly due.

22. This Court findeing inconveniences doe follow the

attendance of the law which orders that execution upon estate

for debt shall be by out-cry, when the execution falls to be

served upon lands, and therefore doe order that for the future

when executions goe forth against lands of any persons, it

shall not be by out-cry but by apprizall, as formerly, and there

fore that part of the law Executions that respects out-cryes

upon land is hereby repealed.

This Court grants the Reverend Mr. James Noyse two hun

dred acres of land for a farme, provided he take it up where it

may not prejudice any plantation allready setled or to be setled

or any perticular person’s former grant.

This Court doe apoynt Capt. Jonath. Selleck, Jonathan Pit

'man and LM Joseph Judson to run out the line or bownds

between Fayrefeild and Norwalke, according to grant of

Court, at the townes charge.

This Court appoyntes John Stanly of Mattatock and Abell

Gunn of Derby to lay out the north and west bownds of Wood

bury, from the noreast corner, seven miles west, and from

thence sowth till it meets with Pototuck River, and to run by

the river till it meets with Derby bownds.

This Court appoynts Mr. Wm Joanes, Major Nash, and Capt.

Eales, to be a comitte to examine how much of Podunck lands

belonges to Joshua the sachem deceassed or to his children,

and to make presentment thereof to the sayd Court.

This Court appoynt Capt. Samuel Mason, Lnt Tho. Lefling

 



176 PUBLIC msoonns [May,

well, John Post, Mr. Witherell, Capt. Avery, to lay out the

line between New London and the Moheagens, and between

Norwich and the Indians,‘ and to make return thereof that it

may be entered on record in October. _

This Court grant Michael Griswould and Emanuel Buck, for

their cost in their action last Court, which they recovered against

Mr. Steel and Mr. Stanly, as by their bill of cost on file, the sum

of six pownds for all the courts. Exec. dd, Novr 25, 86.

[169] This Court haueing heard what hath been presented

by Moses Wheeler concerning his purchass of land of the In

dians and his right to the same, and what hath been objected

against sayd Moses Wheeler’s purchass by the deputies of

Stratford, doe for an issue of the case order sayd Wheeler to

pass over the sayd land he hath purchassed of the Indians to

the towne of Stratford, and that the sayd towne of Stratford

doe pass over the one halfe of the lands, both for quantity and

quality, to Moses Wheeler, or so much in som other con

venient place to the value thereof, as shall be judged by Capt.

Eales & Capt. Bird.

In answer to the motion of Richard Edwards, this Court

grants Joseph Trueman liberty to prosecute John Higly at the

Court of Assistants in October nextci

This Court grants Samll Adkins five pownds, as their

charity towards the damage he received in shooting of a

great gun when Gov. Dongon was last at Milford.i

The deputies in Court in the behalfe of the townes desired

they might have charters for theire severall townships, accord

ing to the order of Court made for that end.

In answer to James Wright’s petition, this Court grant

him a heareing, October next, if he warn the rest of his

relations to appeare at sayd Court to make answer to what

 

* See Deed from Oweneco and Atawanhood, (Josiah,) to Norwich, confirming the

deed of 1659, “for the more clear stating and playne expressing of the bownds &

bowndaries,” &c dated Oct. 5, 1685, with an addition, Apr. 21, 1686,——in Col. Ree.

Deeds &e., H. 109, 110.

1‘ Court of Assistants I. 59.

i Probably, in February, 1684-5, when the agreement of the commissioners for

determining the boundary line between Connecticut and New York, was ratified by

Governors Treat and Dongan, at Milford. See Appendix, No. LVI.
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he shall present in reiference to the setlement of his fatl1er’s

estate, &c.

This Court_for the prevention of future trouble, and that

every t0wnship’s grants of land as it hath been obteyned by

gift, purchass or otherwayes, of the natives and grant of this

Court, may be setled upon them, their heires, successors and

assignes for ever, according to our charter granted by his late

Mam of happy memory, This Court doth order that every

township in this colony shall take out Pattents for their sayd

grants, of the Governor and Company, which this Court doth

hereby order shall be granted unto them, for the holding of

such tracts of land as have been formerly or’ shall be hereafter

granted to them by this Court, and to their heires and success

ors and assignes, firme and sure, according to the tenour_of

our charter in free and corhon soccage, and not in capittee nor

by knight service; which patents shall be sealed with the seale

of the Colony and signed by the Govr and by the Secre

tary in the name of this Court, and entered upon record:

which patent or a record of the patent shall be a sufficient

evidence for all and every township that hath the same, to all

intents and purposes, for the holding the sayd lands firme to

them, their heirs, successors and assignes forever.“ The like

course may be taken for all farmes granted to any person or

persons whatsoever within this Colony.

Whereas the Generall Court of Conecticutt have formerly

granted unto the proprietors inhabitants of the Towne of H.

all those lands both meadow and upland within these abut

ments viz. ; the sayd lands haveing been by purchass or

otherwayes lawfully obteyned of the Indian native proprie

tors ; and whereas the proprietors the foresayd inhabitants of

H. in the Colony of Conecticutt [have made application to the

Governor and Company of the sayd Colony of Connecticut]’[

 

* The patents issued to the several towns are recorded in the Col. Record of Deeds,

Patents, Sac. Vol. II. They were at first signed by the Governor and by the Secretary

“ in the name and by order of the General Court of Connecticut.” It was subsequently

thought advisable that the subscription of the Secretary should be made “ per order

of the Governor and Oompany of the Colony of Connecticut,” and by the Court’s

direction, all patents which had been previously issued were re-signed accordingly,
Mar. 30, 1687. - i

T The words in brackets, omitted in the record, are supplied from the recorded

Patents.

23
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assembled in Court this 25th of May, 1685, that they may

have a patent for confirmation of the afoarsd land, so pur

chassed and granted to them as afoarsayd, and which they

have stood seized and quietly possessed of for many years last

past without interuption: now for a more full confirmation of

the afoarsayd tract of land as it is butted and bownded afoar

sayd, unto the present proprietors of the sayd township of

Hartford, in their possession and injoyment of the premises,

Know Ye, that we, the sayd Governor and Company, assem

bled in Generall Court, according to the comission granted to

us by his Matie in our charter, have given, granted, and by

these presents doe give, grant, ratify and confirm unto A, B,

C, D, E, F, G, and the rest of the sayd present proprietors of

the township of Hartford, their heires, successors and assignes

for ever, the afoarsayd parcell of land, as it is butted and

bownded, together with all the woods, meadowes, pastures,

ponds, waters, rivers, islands, fishings, huntings and fowlings,

mines, mineralls, quarries and precious stones, upon or within

the sayd tract of land, and all other profiits and comodities

thereunto belonging or in any wayes appertaining; and doe

allso grant unto the afoarsayd A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and the

rest of the proprietors inhabitants of Hartford, their heires and

assignes forever, that the afoarsayd tract of land shall be for

ever hereafter deemed, reputed and be an intire Township of

itselfe ; to have and to hold the sayd tract of land and prem

ises, with all and singular their appurtenances, together Wth

the priviledges, immunities and franchizes herein given and

granted to the sayd A, B, C, D,- E, F, G, and other the present

proprietors inhabitants of Hartford, their heires, successors

and assignes for ever, and to the only proper use and behoofe

[170] of the sayd H A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and other proprie

tors inhabitants of H, their heires, successors and assignes for

ever, according to the tenoIr of East Greenwich in Kent, in

free and corhon soccage and not in capitte nor by knight

service; they to make improvement of the same as they are

capeable, according to the custom, yeilding and paying there

fore to our Soveraign Lord the King, his heires and succes

sors, his dues according to charter.

V In witness hereof, we have caused the seale of the Colony

to~be hereunto aflixed, this 14 of M[ay,] 1685.

R. T. Gov’.

p order of the Gen11 Court, J. A. S.

This Court considering the present state of afl'ayres at home

and abroad, doe see great cause to com before the Lord by
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fasting and prayer, to lament the great sin and evill that is

fownd wth us, and perticularly our unreformednesse under

the upliftings of God’s hand against vs in sundry wayes of

displeasure)‘ the abownding of sin amongst vs, or unprofita

bleness under meanes of grace &c., doe for that end order

and appoynt that Thursday, the 4th of June next, be kept

throughout this Colony a day of publique humiliation for the

ends afoarsayd, and to seek that the shines of God’s favoure

may be upon vs, that he would pardon or sin,'heal or land,

keep of those judgments impending, continue or liberties

unto us both civill and sacred, bless us in the fruits of the

feild and trees, and that peace may be in our borders and

health in or habitations; that God would preserve and bless

or lord the King, and grant him a blessing unto all his sub

jects, that they may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all

Godlyness and honestie, under his Matias shaddow.

This Court doe order and appoynt that an humble address

be drawn up in the name of the Governor and Generall Court

and sent to his Mam; and the (lovernor and Assistants so

many of them as shall conveen are desired to draw it up and

take care for its eonvayance to his Matie, it being signed by

the Governor and SeoYy in the name of this Court.

The Addresse is as followeth:

The Humble Address of the Governor and Company of

your Colony of Conecticut assembled in Court, the 14th of

May, 1685, in the first year of your Matieli reign.

Dread Sf: We, your Maties most loyall and obedient sub

jects, with all humility condole the death of his late Matie of

blessed memorie, and heartily congratulate your accession to

the Throne of your ancestors in quietness and peace; and

 

* “And how hath God done by us? hath he not multiplied his witnesses against

us? hath not the sword gone through our Land? hath not sore diseases had their

annual returns upon us; yea, of late, both Suminer and Winter, abode with us, to the

taking of many from us? and how sadly hath God of late years smitten us in all the

labours of our hands, by blastings, mildews, catterpillars, worms, tares, floods and

droughts? * * He hath cut us short of our numbers, brought us low by taking

away many, and many Righteous Ones from us: hath he not (of late years especially)

bereft us of many Magistrates, Ministers, and other useful Persons, and added that late

sore breach, and eausefully bitterly lamented loss, to the rest.” Mr. Wakeman's Elec

tion Sermon, pp. 32, 33.
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with all thankfullness acknowledg your great grace and good

ness manifasted in ‘your Maties late declaration in Councill,*

which encourageth us humbly to beg the shines of your

favour upon this your colony of Conecticutt, wch was first

planted in the dayes of your Royall Father of happy memory,

and by the bounty and grace of Allmighty God and goodness

of 0‘ late Soveraigne hath so prospered that it is become an

inlargement to your Maties dominions.

We humbly beg the continuance of your Maties favoure

and clemency towards us, that we, under your Maties pro

tection, may be made happy in the injoyment of our proprie

to‘s and priviledges conferd upon vs by 0‘ late Soveraigne

your Maties most dear brother.

Gracious S‘, We shall not cease to lift up our hearts to

allmighty God to bless your Matie with a long and happy

reign, that we may continue a happy people, under the Gov

erment of so gracious a Prince, in these remoat parts of

Americah; who have taken the first opportunety humbly to

present o‘selves before your Matie with 0‘ most sincere prom

ises of all fayth and allegiance; and are your Maties dutifull

and obedient subjects,

The Gov‘ & Company of your Colony of Conecticutt

Rost TREAT, Gov‘.

p order of the Gen11 Court signed

. p Jonn ALLYN, SEc‘Y.

The Court is adjourned till the Govr or Deputy call them

againe.

[171] A GENERALL Couar HELD AT Hsarronn, Oorosnn 8th,

1685.

Major Robt Treate Esq‘, Gov‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘.

Major John Talcot, Mr. Andrew Leete,

Capt John Allyn, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Major John Nash, Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

 

* At the first meeting of the privy council after the accession of James II, he declared

his determination to endeavour to follow the example of his predecessor and “most

especially in that of his great clemency and tenderness to his people; " that he would

preserve the government in church and state as bylaw established; and that as he had

“often heretofore ventured this life in defence of this nation," he “would still go as far as

any man in preserving it in all its just rights and liberties,” &c.

.__._. A___
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Deputies.

Mr. Ciprian Niccols, L“ Jos. Wadsworth; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Jn° Chester, Mr. Sam“ Woolcot; for Weathersfeild.

Mr. John Burr, Sarjt John Wheeler; for Fayrefeild.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild,Mr. John Allyn; for New Haven.

Capt. Sam“ Eales, Capt. Jn° Bird; for Milford.

Mr. Christo. Christophers, Mr. James Avery; for N. London.

Capt. Georg Denison, Mr. Jn° Gallop; for Stoneington.

Sarjt John Bowton, Sarjt John Platt; for Norwalk.

Mr. John Chapman, Ens. Abram Post; for Saybrook.

Mr. Joseph Hawly, Mr. Sam. Sherman; for Stratford.

Mr. James Bate, for Haddum.

L“ Wm Seward, Deac. Wm Johnson; for Guilford.

L“ Jona. Bell, Mr. Joshua Hoyt; for Standford.

L“ Henry Crane, for Kellingworth.

Ebenez. Johnson, Mr. Abel Gunn; for Derby.

L“ Tho. Leflingwell, Sarjt Tho. Watterman ; for Norwch.

L“ Nath. Merryman, for Wallingford.

L“ Eliez. Stent, Mr. Wm Hoadly; for Brandford.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. John Stanly; for Farmington.

Capt. Jn° Minor, L“ Jos. Judson; for Woodbury.

L“ Nath. White, Ens. Wm Cheeny; for Midleton.

Mr. Math. Griswold, Sarjt Tho. Lee; for Lyme.

The list of the Persons & Estates are as followeth:

Persons. Estates. [Pena/n.s.] [Estates.]

255 Hartford, 17162.00 64 Lyme, 04094.00

260 Windsor, ‘ 14678.00 55 Greenwich, 02447.00

302 New Haven, 15428.00 100 Guilford, 06220.00

192 Fayrefeild, 10849.00 74 Stoneington, 05636.00

164 New London, 11186.00 50 Brandford, 03290.00

207 Wethersfeild, 13215.00 63 Wallingford, 03072.00

158 Milford, 09685.00 44 Haddum, 01920.00

134 Stratford, 08317.00 113 Norwich, 07080.00

100 Farmington, 06368.00 39 Derby, 02041.00

77 Norwalk, 04821.00 74 Woodbury, 03152.00

90 Saybrook, 05522.00 42 Kenilworth, 02416.00

99 Standford, 04780.00 130 Midleton, 05599.00

2956 168707.00
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Propownded for Freemen :—Thomas Hall, David Hall,Josh. ‘

Culver, Samuel Meriman, of Wallingford. Jn° Seward, Jos.

Seward, Samuel Bristoll, Edw. Lee, Tho. Dowd, John Par

morle, of Guilford. John Stow Sen‘, John Whitmore, Nath.

Stow, Isack Willcox, Richd Hubard, John Clark, Wm Corn

well, of Midleton. Samuel Hubard, of Hartford. I

This Court appoynts Major Tallcot and Mr. Wadsworth to

continue in full power as a committee for Mattatock, as for

merly, notwithstanding the decease of som other of the com

mittee. '

Those nominated for freemen last Court, are now accepted

to be made free.

Mr. John Pantry neglecting to pay his country rate, the

constable being according to warrant endeavouring to procure

his rate of him, the sayd Pantry traduceing and threatening

the constable, and falsifying in court, is judged to pay a fine

of fifty shillings to the pub. Treasury, and to pay as followeth;

for his rate 1L. 16sh. 6d.; for thrash. 5sh.; constab1e’s fees,

6sh: to be payd in cash, 20sh. to goe at 30sh., and 2 bush. %

wheat, 10sh.: more, to fan 7 peck .§ wheat.

John Pantry acknowledgeth himselfe bownd in a recogni

zance of ten pownds that he will carry good behaviour towards

all persons and things, dureing the Court’s pleasure.

This Court grants Mr. Herryman the sume of five pownds

for his service in runing the line betwixt this and the colony

of N. Yorke, besides the three pownd payd him last yeare.

This Court doth impower and desire Major Tallcott and

Capt" Chapman to provide shott for the canons or great gunns

at Saybrooke, in the best way they can.

This Court, upon the petition of John Stow, by reason of

some weakness of body that doth attend him, doe free his

person from publique service and rates, dureing the Court’s

pleasure.

Those to be aded to the nomination for election in May next

are,—-Mr. Samu Sherman, Capt. Robt Chapman, Capt. Samu

Eales, Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. Daniel Witherle, Capt. Moses

Mansfeild, Major Edward Palmes, Capt. John Chester, Mr.

John Burr, besides the present Gov’, Dept, and Assistants.
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Simon Wrothum haveing presented to this Court a motion

wherein he desired that this Court would be pleased to grant

that the church of Farmington, and the members of the coun

cill held there, might appeare before this Court and shew the

reason why they did cast him out of the church, the one, and

the other why they did advise to it, the Court haveing consid

ered the same doe return in way of answer, that the sayd

Wrothum hath presented to this Court a paper signed by the

[172] Honoured Councill, wherein they render such accot of

their actions as 'at prsent sattisfyes the Court?‘ The said

Rothum haveing made no charg against the church or councill

for male administration, they doe see no cause to give the

church or councill any trouble to appeare before them, upon

such a motion as Mr. Wrothum hath made; but advise sayd

Wrothum to a serious consideration of his former wayes, and

to meet the church with suitable sattisfaction, and doubt not

but the church will be ready to heare whatsoever shall be so

presented to them according to law.

Mr. John Bates is confirmed Ensigne of Standford Traine

Band.

Mr. Robert Tuney is confirmed Captaine of Fairefield Traine

Band, and Mr. Mathew Sherwood Ensigne of the sayd Traine

Band.

Some doubt ariseing amongst us by reason of a law that was

lately made that prohibits serveing of executions from the first

of May to the first of November, whether executions for fines

and rates be not included within the afoarsayd law, vpon

which this Court declares that executions shall or may passe

for all rates and fines at any time when they become due or

are payable, upon neglect of payment.

Mr. John Leeds is plntf. by way of appeale from the judg

ment of the Court of Assis", October 1, 1685, and Mr. Joseph

Latham defendnt ;’[ which action was an action of trespass for

cutting down or causing to be cut down a parcell of grass

upon sayd Leeds’ land, which he bought of John Packer, and

 

* See N. E. Geneal. Reg. XII. 329, for some acco1mt of Mr. Wrotham’s differences

with the Farmington church, in extracts from the church records.

1 Court of Assistants, I. 68: Priv. Controv. III. 31-39.



184 PUBLIC RECORDS [Oct.

carrying it away, and allso for improveing the sayd land three

yeares, ploweing, soweing, moweing of sayd land, converting

the proffits thereof to his use, haveing no legall right or title

theireunto; to the damage of forty pownds, and a return of

the sayd land. In this action the jury find for the plntfe. the

land in controversy and cost of courts, allowed 3L. 17sh. In

this action the Court finde for the plaintife the land in contro

versy and cost of courts. Costs allowed, this Court, one

pownd sixteen shillings sixpence; cost of court, 3L.; Secre

tary, three shillings; and cost of court [Of] Assistants 3L.

7sh. Execution dd, Decemb. 3, 1685.

Capt. Aron Cooke is plaintife by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assistants, October the 3d, 1685,

contra Deacon John Willson defendant ;* which action was

then entered an action of the case, as he is an heire to Deacon

Edward Stebing, for that he the sayd Capt“ Cooke doth refuse

or neglect to make and mayntaine a sufficient fence between

a peice of land formerly belonging to sayd Mr. William West

wood in a place comonly called the Litle Meadow and a peice

of land formerly belonging to sayd Edward Stebbing. In this

action the jury did find for the plntf. that the fence in contro

versy should be sufliciently mayntayned according to agree

ment by the heires of Mr. Westwood, and cost of court of the

county court. In the Court of Assistants the jury find for the

defendant, the fence to be mayntayned and cost of court. In

this action the Court find for the defendant, that the plaintife

mayntayn the fence between Capt. Cooke’s litle meadow and

John Willson’s meadow, a sufiicient fence according to agree

ment for the keeping of cattell from passing from one pasture

unto another, and cost of courts. Costs allowed is two pownds

six shillings and sixpence.

Mrs. Sarah Haiues is plntf. by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court ofAssistants, October 3d, 1685, contra

John Allyn and John Bidwell defendants;T which action was
 

* Court of Assistants, I. 57: Priv. Controv. III. 83—87. Capt. Aaron Cooke, of

Hadley, was sued as executor and heir of Mr. William Westwood.

1- Court of Assistants, I. 67: Priv. Controv. III. 67-73. Mrs. Sarah Haynes was the

widow of Rev. Joseph H. of Hartford, (who died, 1679), and daughter of Richard Lord.
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an action of the case for their darhing on land in Hartford

belonging to the estate of Mr. Joseph Haines deceassed, and

bequeathed to her by him, dureing the nonage of his children,

whereby much fence of hers, corn and grass have been flooded

and damnifyed, and her land thereby layd open, to her great

wrong and damage;_to the removeing of the sayd dam, so

much of it as is on sayd land, and payment of forty pownds

damage; in which action the county court fownd for the

[173] defendant cost of court; II and in the Court of Assistants,

the jury fownd fdr the plntf. Mrs. Haynes, thirty shillings and

cost of court. In this action, the Court findes for the plain

tife twenty shillings and cost of courts, and ten shillings annu

ally to be payd by the defendants unto Mrs. Sarah Haines, till

the heire be of age and the dam remaines. Upon the question

propownded by the plaintife what is to be vnderstood by those

words in the court order, ‘ and the dam remaines,’ the Court

declares that it is to be understood, if the dam remaines so

long, which the defendants have liberty to doe if they see

cause. Cost of all courts is 9li 5sh 6d besides the Secret'y’s

dues this Court.

Mr. Henry Woolcot plntf. by way of appeale from the Court

of Assistants, May 25, 1685, Mr. John Wolcot defendant,* was

entered an action of the case for unlawfull takeing into his

possession and unlawfull keeping from the sayd Henry Wool

cot a certain bayle or pack of goods, according to invoyce

marked I.W. No. 1.; to a return of the sayd bayle or pack of

goods according to invoyce and in good condition, to the sayd

Henry, with ten pownds damage for unlawfull takeing and

detaining of them, and in want of the sayd goods the sume of

two hundred and fifty pownds. In which action, the jury find

for the plntf. cost of court, at the court of Assistants. In this

* Court of Assistants, I. 54: Priv. Controv. Ill. 57-66. Jolm and Samuel Wolcott

claimed a joint interest with their brother Henry, in a bale of goods consigned to the

latter, from England, which had come into their possession. A comparison of the

English invoice of the goods (serges, of various qualities,) with the account of them

rendered by Henry Wolcott, “ as they are ordinarily sold here in Connecticut for

country pay,” enables us to estimate the ordinary profits on foreign goods, to the im

porter. 25 pieces of serges, costing in England £54. 15. 9%, (the freight and charges

raising the total cost to £59), are valued at £208. 10, country pay.

24
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action the Court find for the defendant cost of courts. 5 dayes

attendance, 1081‘. Execution delivered, February 17, 1685.

Severall inhabitants of Stratford haveing petitioned this

Court‘ that they would confirme the arbiteriment of the Gov

ernor, Major Gold and Major Nash concerning divissions of

lands there, dated April 34, 1685 ;’f and allso whether the

order of towne, October 15, 1685,: had answered the award;

this Court haveing veiwed the issue of the arbitrators, accord

ing to the best information they can come atZ doe look upon it

as a just and equall issue; and haveing veiwed the towne’s

order of October, 1685, they doe not see it come up to the

award; and therefore this Court doe order that the town of

Stratforddoe proceed to sattisfy those persons recommended

to them by the awarde, by layeing out to them theire just pro

portions of land; to begin at the Two Miles’ end from the

towne, to lay out to them theire proportions within the first

six miles from the towne, and after this is done to proceed in

layeing out the remaynder to the inhabitants according to the

award above mentioned; and in case they doe not see cause to

attend this order or recomendation betwixt this and the Gen

erall Court in May next, then those concerned, of both par

ties, are to appear by themselves or substitutes to render an

account to the Court why they doe not attend the award, and

then the Court will put an issue thereto.

In answer to the petition of Thomas Lee,§ this Court declare

that the county clarke ought to give him the execution against

Mr. Christophers, the sayd Christophers not prosecuting of his

appeale in the court, at the last Court of Assistants.

A question arriseing concerning the law, title Houses ($

Lands (to be tendered to the Town) afoarsd, whither the Court

intends that all lands within the township shall be tendered

to sale to the town before any other sale be made of them to

 

* Towns & Lands, I. 221. Signed by Richard Blackleach, Samuel Galpen, Benja

rnin Peat, James Judson, Josiah Nicolls.

T Towns & Lands, I. 218. 11d. 219; (dated, October first).

§ Priv. Controv. III. 92. He also asks the Court to “give their sense of that Law,

page 30, concerning Lands to be tendered to the Town before they be sold to any but

to the inhabitants of the same town where they be situate.”
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any other than the inhabitants of that towne where they ly;

to this the Court answer in the affirmative.

James Wright haveing petitioned this Court that his father’s

will, or at least that that paper which hath been called his

father’s will, might be made null, for such reasons as he

should present, which being heard and the Court findeing that

the paper called the will was blotted and blurd, obliter[at]ed

and interlyned, and a witness sett to the will after sayd

Wright, who made the sayd will, was dead, and no mention

made of those crosses and enterlineings being made in the

will, This Court canot approve of the will. And whereas

James Wright, Joseph Wright, Joseph Hand, Peter Tallmage,

Edward Lee, have declared in court that they desire the Court

to make a full and finall issue of the setlement of the estate

that Benjainen Wright Senr their father and Jane’ Wright

their mother and Bergjarnen Wright their brother dyed pos

sessed of, and that they would abide by the same, This Court

haveing seriously considered the same, and what is just and

equatable in the case, doe order that the the estate of Benja

men Wright Senr deceassed and Jane Wright deceassed be

divided amongst his five children, the two sonns James and

Joseph to have three parts equally devided between them, and

the three daughters the other three parts; and what either of

[174] the sons or H daughters have received by way of portion

from their father or mother, in land or other estate, it shall be

valued according to the value it was of when they received

it and accounted as part of their portions, and so reckoned

in their divission of the estate. The sonns to have the land,

that is not allready dissposed of. And as for what personall

estate Benjamen Wright Junr dyed possessed of and is inven

toryed, it shall be and belong to Joseph Wright, according to

sayd Benjamen Wright’s last will. As for the lands, he never

was possest of them. And what debts are due from the

estates are to be payd out of the estates before divission, or

secured to be payd by the leg-atees their just proportions.

This Court doe appoynt LHt Henry Crane, Sarjt John

Chapman and Mr. Josiah Rosseter to distribute the estate



188 _ PUBLIC RECORDS [0ct.

abovesayd, according as is above exprest. And this is to be a

finall issue of the case.‘

Mr. John Gallop and Tho. Minor, or either of them, is

plntf. by way of appeale from the judgment of the Court of

Assistants, October 3, 1685, Capt. Georg Denison defendant ;t

which action was entered an action of the case for your joynt

acting in and about a dividing line betwixt Mrs. Hanah Gallop

and sayd Denison’s land, which was to be run according to

the advice and order of the Governor and Magistrates, May

28, 1678 ; L“ Minor to answer for neglecting or refuseing to

run the sayd lyne and runing it contrary to or diverss from

the sayd order and advice; Mr. John Gallop to answer for

consenting to and pleading for sayd irregular lyne, concuring

therein with L“ Tho. Minor, ayding and assisting the runing

of the same ; allso for causeing the sayd irregulaflyne to be

recorded in Stoneington booke of Records: all which is con

trary to my known minde and declared will, by which meanes

my just title is incumbred and lyeth doubtfull; to the damage

of twenty pownd, and nulling the sayd lyne and records, and

return unto the first lyne according to agreement. In this

action the jury find for the defendant Gallop, cost of court;

cost allowed is eight shillings. In this action the jury at the

Court of Assistants did finde for the plntf. Capt“ Denison, ten

pownds damage and cost of court. This Court, haveing heard

what hath been presented to them by plaintife and defendant,

doe find that the dividend lyne between Captn Denison and

Widow Gallop’s land, by their mutuall agreement, ought to be

run from the pine stub by the cove by Mr. John Stanton’s

house, to the pine stubb upon the Back playne or Gallop’s

playn, and from thence to Pequot Brooke, upon the same

lyne, and from thence the same line to the end of the three

hundred acres, and from the end of the three hundred acres a

straight lyne to the heap of stones and stake of the west side of

 

* A petition of Joseph Wright, of Killingworth, complaining of the mode in which

this distribution was made, is in Priv. Controversies, III. 94.

1 Court of Assistants, I. 58: Priv. Controv. III. 95-113. (The final survey now

ordered by the Court, signed by Lieut. Leffingwell and John Post, is with the files,

N0. 113.)
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the old meeting house hill, which this Court judgeth is the

true intent and meaning of Morgan’s testimony; and there

fore this Court order Lnt Leffingwell and John Post to run

the lyne afoarsayd according as it is above stated, and the land

next the north side of the lyne to be the sayd Gallop’s, and the

land of the sowth side to be the sayd Denison’s, so far as their

land joynes ; and that the sayd Leflingwell and Post see it suf

ficiently bownded, and cause the same to be recorded in the

booke of recordes for land in Stoneington, as the stated bownds

or lyne of divission between the sayd Gallops and Denison;

and all former records Varying from this settlement, to have

vacats put upon them. And in 'regard plntf. and defendant

have both been careless in preserveing their bownds, they are

to beare every one his own charges in prosecution and in laye

ing out of it: and the charg of runing the line to be equally

born by Capt. Denison and goodwife Gallop. -

This Court doth order that the constables of the respective

plantations shall gather in theire country rates and make diss

pose of them according to the Treasurer’s order, and make up

their accots with the Treasurer yearly at or before the Gene

rall Court in May, upon the penalty formerly appoynted for

defects in not makeing up their accots and not payeing accord

ing to order in due season, any order to the contrary in any

wise notwithstanding. ‘

[175] This Court grants a rate of one penny halfe penny

upon the pownd, of all therateable estate in the Colony, to

clear country debts; to be payd in porck, three pownds p

barell ; winter wheat, fower shillings sixpence p bushell;

summer wheat, at fower shillings p bushell; rye or pease, at

three shillings p bushell ; Indian corn, at two shillings six

pence; all to be good and marchantable: to be [payd] one

third in wheat, one third in pease'or rye, and one third in In

dian corn or porck and those that doe not pay their proportion

in wheat shall make it up in Indian corn at two shillings p

bushell. And if any will pay two thirds of their rates in Bos

ton money, it shall be accepted in full of their rates. If any

want pease or rye to pay their rates, they have liberty to pay

their rates, the one halfe in wheat, the other in Indian corn.
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In answer to the petition of Mathew ‘Waller, this Court doe

order that the clarke of New London county court grant him

execution against Joseph Beckwith, according to the judgment

of the court at New London, Septembr last, he payeing just

dues for the same.*

In answer to the petition of Thomas Harris,T who com

playneth he hath received great wrong and damage by a case

prosecuted against his estate by John Wheeler of New Lon

don, who pretended himselfe to be an attourney to John Page,

and in the sayd Harris his absence and, as sayd Thomas Har

ris complaines, very unjustly and unrighteously hath prose

cuted him in law, and the sayd Wheeler hath got the estate

into his hands, by vertue- of execution, to his great damage

and prejudice: this Court doth order, that there shall be

granted to the sayd Thomas Harris a hearing of his case at

the Generall Court in May next; and John Wheeler and John

Page are required then to appeare to answer the sayd com

playnts, and Mr. Harris to appeare to prosecute his com

playnt: and this Court ordereth that whatever estate of Harris

hath been levyed by execution, that the quallity of it be not

altered or dissposed of, but secured in the hands of thosethat

stand possest of them, till the foresayd hearing in May next be

past.

Vpon the petition of Miles Marwin,:l: this Court haveing

heard what hath been presented against the setlement of Mrs.

Abigall Warham’s estate, by the county court, March 5, 1685,

and what hath been sayd for the confirmation thereof, doe see

reason to confirme the setlement of the estate according as the

Court of Assistants, May last, hath done.

This Court leaves it with the Governor and Assistants or

any six of them conveening together, the Governor or Deputy

Governor allwayes being one of them, to heare and determine

 

* P'riv. Controv. III. 88-99.

1' Thomas Herris. His petition (Priv. Controv. III. 152) alleges that while absent

from the colony, in Pennsylvania, John Page of Saybrook,swore to a debt against him,

commenced an action for £150, and obtained judgment for debt and costs, to satisfy

which his estate was sold by out-cry.

1 Priv. Controv. III. 91. His name is subscribed to the petition, “Miles Murrin

Sem.” See Records of Court of Assistants, I. 55. Hartf. Co. Prob. Rec. IV. 102!

(Wi1Is,) 211.
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all such publique occasions as shall be necessary to be attended

between the adjournment of this Court and the Gen11 Court in

May next.

This Court grant the Governor for his sallery this yeare,

eighty pownds.

This Court grants the Dept. Governor for his salery this

year, thirty pownds.

This Court grants Mr. Wm Joanes for his salery this year,

tenn pownds.

This Court grants the Secretary for his salery this year,

twenty pownds. - '

This Court grants the Treasurer for his salery, this year,

twenty pownds. -

This Codrt remitts the fines due from the constables of

Hartford, Windsor, Wethersfeild, for their not payeing their

rates in due season.

John Gallop is plntf, by way of appeale from the judgment

of the Court of Assistants, October 8”‘, 1685, Georg Denison

defent ;* which action was an action of the case for breach of

an arbitration bond of twenty pownd, for neglecting and refuse

ing to attend an award referring to some lands in controversy

betwixt them, to the damage of forty pownds. In this action

the jury find for the plntf. the forfeiture of the bond, and cost

of court, 1li 8*‘h 9d. In this action the jury at the Court of As

sistants fownd for the plntf. cost of court, but take no title of

land from the defendant. This Court now declared that they

find for Capt. Denison defendant, cost of courts; two pownds

fower shillings allowed. Execution dd, May 17, 1687, for

gu 4sh_

[176] Mr. Thomas Hosmore haveing appealed to this Court

from the- judgment of the Court of Assistants in May last,‘y in

reiference to a debt that is due to him from Richard Smith,

this Court haveing considered the premises doe approve of

what the Court of Assists and county court hath done, with

some adition thereto, as followeth, viz. the sum payd to Mer

rills shall first be payd according to the mortgage, and the

remaynder of the sayd Hosmer’s just debt owned to be due

* Ante, page 188. T Court of Assistants, I. 56.
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from Richard Smith to him, he shall receive it by proportion

with the rest of sayd Smith’s creditors, as the ‘estate will beare.

And this Court remits to the sayd Tho. Hosmor the three

pownds due for his appeale; and the charge of March court

is to be payd to sayd Hosmor out of Smith’s estate, without

losse. \

This Court being informed that there is variety of sizes used

in the makeing of bricks, which is a great damage to those

who have occasion for such ware, doe order that for the future

the length of all bricks shall be nine inches and their bredth

fower inches and a halfe, and that they be two inches and a

halfe thick; and that the upper side of all moulds that are

used to make bricks in, are to be shod with iron ; and whoso

ever shall put to sale any brick that are not accofding to this

order, shall forfeit five shillings p thousand, the one halfe to

the informer, the other halfe to the county treasury where it

is complayned of.

Vpon the petition of Timothy Buckland, Joshua Willes and

som others of Thomas Buekland’s children, that this Court

would give them an interpretation of the distribution the

Court made of their father’s estate to their mother, whither it

was to her for ever, or dureing life, Nicholas Buckland not

appeareing, this Court orders the Secretary to give him notice

to appear at the Court in May next, to answer or alledg what

he hath to object why the petitioners’ request may not be

attended?‘

In answer to Sarjant Shepherd’s petition, this Court orders

the Secretry to give notice to the persons concerned to appear

in May next, when the petition shall be answered.

This Court doe order that for the future the constables

shall be allowed for storridg and shrinekedg of what corn

they shall receive for payment of the country rate, and make

 

* Priv. Controv. III. 142—148. Thomas Buckland Sen. of Windsor, died May 2,

1662. His estate was distributed by the Court, Sept. 10,1662, to his widow, Temper

ance; sons Nicholas and Thomas; daughters, Temperance, wife of John Ponder, Sarah,

wife of John Phelps, and Hannah; son Timothy, and dau. Elizabeth, wife of Edward

Adams. This distribution was made before the law of dower was enacted (which was

not until the revision of 1672). The widow died, 1681, leaving a will by which all her

real estate was devised to her son Nicholas. The question was now raised whether

the distribution gave her the fee, or only a life interest in the real estate set off to her.
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ing up their accot with the Treasurer, fower pence upon the

pownd.

This Court upon the motion of Tim. Trall, that he and his

partners might have liberty to set up a fishing trade in the

great River within the township of Windsor, and enjoy the

priviledg thereof for twenty yeares, This Court declares they

are ready to promoat any such publique designe, and doe

leave it with the magistrates of the county of Hartford to treat

with sayd Trall and partners, and to grant them such privi

ledges as they see meet for him to enjoy, not exceeding twelve‘

yeares for time; and what they shall agree and conclude of,

this Court doe repose such confidence in the sayd Gentlemen

that they hereby rattify and confirm the same.

This Court considering Major Palmes’ motion to this Court

in writeing, return ; they have never been acquainted with such

irregularities as are intimated therein, and shall not counte

nance the exercise of any arbitrary power or what may have

a tendency to enslave any of his Majestie’s subjects, but sup

press such things, and allow any lawfull liberty to those that

will prosecute such irregularities, to furnish themselves with

coppyes for their money, and shall for future be ready to grant

any assistance to New London court, upon their desire. As

to those lands that are not yet granted to plantations or per

ticular persons, this Court is ready to accommodate whosoever

shall desire, so farr as there is reason, be they loyall subjects

and likely to benefit themselves and the publique thereby;

and as for repealing the law mentioned, the Court will take

it into consideration ; and as for the town of London, the

Court is ready to grant them any enlargement that may be to

their advantage and the publique good, and that as freely as

to any other plantation in this Colony.

This Court is adjourned till the Govr or Dept see cause to

call it agayn.

25
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[177] A Counr or ELECTION HELD AT HARTFORD, MAY 13,

1686.

These nominated for election: Major Robert Treat Esq‘,

James Bishop Esq‘, Major Nathan Gold Esq‘, Major John

Tallcott Esq‘, Capt. John Allyn Esq‘, William Joanes Esq‘,

Major John Nash Esq‘, Andrew Leete Esq‘, John Wadsworth

Esq‘, Capt. James Fitch Esq‘, Capt Samuel Mason Esq‘,

Capt. Benj. Newbery Esq‘, Capt. Sam" Tallcott Esq‘, Capt.

Giles Hamlin Esq‘, Samll Sherman Esq‘, Capt. Robt Chapman

Esq‘, Capt. Samll Eales, Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. Daniel Wither

ell, Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Major Edw. Palmes, Capt. Jno.

Chester, Mr. Jno. Burr.

Those whoe were elected were :—

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Governo‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘.

Assistants.

Major Nathan Gold Esq‘, John Wadsworth Esq‘,

Major John Talcot Esq‘, Capt. James Fitch Esq‘,

Capt. John Allyn Esq‘, & Secret’;/, Capt. SamH Mason Esq‘,

Wm Joanes Esq‘, Capt. Benj. Newbery Esq‘,

Major John Nash Esq‘, Capt. Samll Tallcot Esq‘,

Andrew Leet Esq‘, Capt. Giles Hamlin Esq‘,

Mr. Joseph Whiting, Treasurer.

The Deputies of the Generall Court are——

Ensigne Nath. Stanly, Mr. Ciprian Nichols ; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcott, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. J110 Chester, Lnt James Treat; for Weathersfeild.

LM Nath. White, Ens. Wm Cheeny; for Midleton.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly; for Farmington.

Georg Gates, for Haddum.

Mr. Jehu Burr, Mr. John Burr ; for Fairefeild.

Capt. John Minor, Lnt Joseph Judson ; for Woodbury.

Sarjt Joseph Curtice, Mr. Robt Lane ;. for Stratford.

Sarjt John Plat, Samuel Hayes; for Norwalk.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman ; for N. Haven.
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Mr. Wm Maltby, L“ Eli. Stent; for Brandford.

Capt. Jn° Beard, Capt. Sam“ Eales ; for Milford.

Deac. Wm Johnson, Deac. Jn° Grave ; for Guilford.

Tho. Yeale, for Wallingford.

L“ Ebenez. Johnson, Mr. Abel Gunn; for Derby.

Mr. William Measure, Captn Jos. Scill; for Lime.

Major Edw. Palmes, Mr. Daniel Witherell; for N. London.

Mr. Benj. Brewster, Mr. Tho. Leflingwell ; for Norwich.

Sarj. Jn° Chapman, Mr. John Parker; for Saybrooke.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, for Kenilworth.

Capt. Geo‘. Denison, Mr. Nehemya Palmer; for Stonington.

Major John Tallcott and Capt. John Allyn were chosen

Commissioners for the United Colonys, for the yeare ensueing.

14. Capt. John Chester was appoynted Comr for Weath

ersfeild; L“ Nath. White, for Midleton and Haddum; Mr.

Daniel Witherell and Capt. James Avery, for New London;

Mr. Benjamen Brewster, for Norwich; Capt. Robt Chapman,

for Saybrooke ; Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kenilworth; Capt.

Samll Eals and Capt. John Beard, for Milford and Derby;

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Jehu and Mr. John Bur, for Fayrefeild;

Capt. John Minor and L“ Joseph Judson, for Woodbury; Mr.

Tho. Fitch, for Norwalk and Paquiage; Mr. Richard Lawes

and L“ Jonathan Bell, for Standford and Greenwich; Mr.

Mathew Griswold, for Lyme. Mr. John Moss is appoynted

and impowered by this Court to joyne persons in marriage

according to law, to administer oaths to persons upon neces

sary occasions, and to grant warrants and take testimonies.

The same power is granted to Eliezer Stint in Brandford,

except joyneing persons in marriage.

Upon the motion of Mr. John Porter that this Court would

impower them to make a drain through those lands at the

east side of Conecticut river in Windsor, this Court doth

desire and appoynt Major John Tallcot and Capt. John Allyn

to take a veiw-of those lands and to give their advice what is

necessary to be done in the case, and to bring them to agree

in it or make report what they shall doe therein to the next

Court.
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Daniel Sherman is by this Court appoynted and confirmed

Ensigne of New Haven Traine Band.*

. [178] Vpon the motion and information of Capt. John Sil

leck and the other administrators of the estate of John Jagger

of Standford,t that they might have liberty to disspose of a

percell of land that by will of sayd John Jagger is given to

his daughter Elizabeth, who is since deceassed, to pay some

debts which are due from the estate, neer to the value of the

sayd lands ; and Mr. Jehu Bur and Mr. John Burr allso

informeing that if the land he not dissposed to answer the

debts afoarsayd, the daughters’ portions will be so cutt short

that litle of value will remayn for the1n; for which reason

this Court doth, for the promoating the daughters’ portions

and paying the debts, grant the sayd administrators liberty

and power to make sale of the sayd land afoarsayd for the end

afoarsayd; and the rather because the debts, a considerable

part of them, arised by reason of expense upon her in her

sicknesse.

The Comittee made return of their laying out of the land

between Capt. Denison and Mrs. Gallop, in Stoneington, which

is accepted by the Court and is on file.

Mr. Francis Thrasher improveing himselfe in cloath worke

ing, and haveing layd out considerable to fit himselfe to pro

moate the trade of makeing cloath and searge, for his encour

agement this Court grant him and his servant a freedom from

training and workeing at highwayes, dureing the -time he

shall see cause to follow that imployment.

15. Whereas there is a difference between the inhabitants

of Lyme concerning the place where theire meeting house

shall be sett,i this Court for the putting a finall issue to the

case doe desire and appoynt Major John Tallcott & Capt. John

' Allyn to goe to sayd Lime and to veiw the severall places

desired by one party or another for the meeting house to stand

on, and to hear theire pleas and allegations concerning the

 

* Militia, I. 13. T Priv. Controv. III. 141.

1Ecc1esiastical, I. 82, 83. The town had voted, Feb. 8, 1685-6, “ concerning placing

the meeting house, that it be left to be determined by the General Court.in May next;

and that either side shall have a Deputy, to prefer and alledge the same unto the said

Court.”
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same, and to make a finall issue of the sayd controversies

according to their best judgments ; and what the sayd Major

Tallcot and Capt. Allyn shall joyntly agree on as to the place

and stateing of it where the meeting house shall stand is to be

the issue thereof, and both parties are to rest sattisfyed

theirein. But in case the two agree not, they to choose a

third person, and what any two of them shall declare under

their hands to be an issue, both parties are to acquiesse therein.

This Court doth appoynt and impower Deacon Steven Hos

mer and John Bigelo to lay out to Mr. Isack Foster, Mr. Benj.

Woodbridge, theire heires or assignes, their farmes according
to their grant. I

This Court upon the motion of Mary, the late widow of

Henry Wise, that she may have liberty to sell _her house, for

her prsent supply, the Court finding it is most advantage to

the estate _and children doe grant her request, and impower

Thomas and Mary 'I‘urhan to make sale of the sayd house.

This Court grants Ebenezer Johnson fower pownds in full

of all services don in the late Indian warr, to be pd out of the

publique treasury.

This Court orders that there be layd out a convenient road

or comon highway, between Mattatock and New Haven, in the

most convenient place as can be fownd; and this Court re

comends it to the towns of New Haven and Mattatock to lay

‘ out the road or highway as soone as they may conveniently.

This Court grants that Mattatock shall be and belong to the

County of Hartford; and the name of the plantation shall be

for the future Watterbury.

17. Vpon the petition of Jeremy Judson Junr and W"

Hunnywell that this Court would reverse the judgment of the

Commissioners, which the Comrs past against them August

31*, 1686, the Court haveing veiwed the sentence and heard

[179] A and what was sayd in the case, order II that the

Com" of Stratford doe put a vacate upon the afoarsayd record

or judgment?

 

*These lads, with two others, were prosecuted at the Fairfield county court,

August, 1685, for “ stealing water milions, the last Thursday in the night about the

goeing down of the moone,” from Benjamin Lewis’s yard. They confessed having
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Vpon the motion of some of the inhabitants of Woodbury

that they mayhave liberty to change their way ‘of rateing for the

mayntenance of the ministry of sayd towne and for discharge

ing of theire necessary publique charge of the towne, and the

reason alledged why they move it is that sundry persons of

their plantations are removeing out of their township, and

taken uplands considerable amongst them, and withdraw their

persons and stocks from the sayd town of Woodbury, where

they are not, without some r'eleife in the case, able to mayn

tain theire ministry nor defray their just charge; upon which

consideration this Court doth see reason to order that the

inhabitants of Woodbury doe take care to agree amongst

themselves for some sattisfactory issue according to rule and

righteousnes ; _and if they doe not agree amongst themselves,

they are to appeare at the Court in October next, when the

Court will farther consider of it. And this Court recommends

it to the inhabitants of Woodbury that they make no due

divission of lands before the way of their rateing be fully setled

by themselves and approved by this Court.

Whereas Richard Smith proclaimed himself bancroft, and

the Court have appoynted LM Caleb Stanly and Marshall Grave

were to make distribution of the estate to the creditors, which

they delivered to the sayd creditors, and part of the most part

of it lyeth in a house and land; and they living so remoate

from the other, it is diflicult for them to meet together to make

payment of the distribution of the estate according as it all

ready distributed ; and they doe appoynt the Treasurer, Dea

con Hosmor and Mr. Mathew Griswold to take the sayd house

and land, and other estate if any be, into their hands, and to

make disspose of it by sale or lease, according as may best

answer the ends of sattisfying the creditors. -

This Court grants Mr. Christo. Christophers and Mr. Thomas

Harris power to makesale of Robert Plimton’s land and shop,

for the payment of his just debts, so far as it will reach.

 

taken two me1ons,—for which they were fined eleven shillings, cost and damage; and

for “ night walking,” were fined in addition, ten shillings each, or in default of pay

ment, to sit in the stocks. They petitioned for a remission of the latter penalty; and

the General Court, it appears, ‘leaned to mercy.’ Crimes & Misdemeanors, I. 169,

160.
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This Court grants Mr. Simon Woolcot two hundred acres

of land for a farme, provided he take it up where it may not

prejudice any grant to any perticular person or to any plant

ation.*

This Court desires the Honoured Dept. Governor to give

the Reverend Mr. John Whiting the thankes of this Court for

his great paynes in preaching the election sermon, and to desire

him to grant a coppy of it, that it may be printed at the charge

of the Colonyxt

Propownded for freemen: Daniel Addams, John Moses,

John Saxton, John Humphrey, Arthur Henbury, John Case

Jun‘, Samu Adams, Nath. Holcomb, Nicho. Gossard, Josia

Owen, Joseph Owen, John Gritfen, Thomas Griflin, Richard

Seger, of Simsbury; Jonath. Wells, Samuel Coale, Nath.

Coale, Tho. Olmsteed, Josiah Niccols, Sam‘1 Judson, Zach

arya Curtice, Samuel Preston, Daniel Curtice, John Choe.

The brand mark of Derby is ordered to be the letter D in

the following manner, D.

19. This Court leaves it with the Treasurer to make diss

pose of the Indian come in the constables hands, for the coun

try’s best advantage, with the advice of Major Tallcott.

Daniel Callsey, James Stevens, John Sheather, SamH

Stevens, Peter Farnam, Samuel Sheather, are propownded

for freemen, of Kenilworth.

This Court order the Secretary to grant an execution to

Emanuel Buck, and Michael Griswold, in November next,

(if no just objection appeare in the meane time) according

to the judgment they obteyned against Lut Steele and Ens.

Stanly.

Those propownded for Freemen, October last, are now ac

* Laid out, by order of the Gen. Assembly, May, 1719, to Roger Wolcott, “ east

ward of Willamantick." Col. Rec.of Deeds &c., III. 309, 311.

1' “The Way of Israels Welfare; or an Exhortation M be with Goo, that He may be

with us: As it was delivered in a SERMON Preached at Hartford on Connecticut in New

England, May 13th, 1686. Being the Day of Enncrron there. By Mr. John Whiting,

Pastor to the Second Church of Christ in Hartford. - - - - - - Boston in New England ,

Printed by Samuel Green. Anno. 1686." 41:0. pp. (6) 44. An Address “ To the

Christian Reader” is prefixed, signed S. H. (Samuel Hooker, probably). The text

is from 2 Chron. xv. 2. “The Lord is with you while ye are with him.” There is a

copy in the Library of the Com. Historical Society
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cepted for freemen, and Mr. Samuel Mather, Mr. Timothy

Woodbridg, Mr. James Pearpoynt and Mr. Samuel Andrews.

In answer to the petition of Time. Buckland and Joshua

Wells &c., this Court haveing heard what hath been alledged

by the sayd Timothy Buckland and others concerned, and

viewed the distribution of the estate of Thomas Buckland

their father, do find the widow Buckland had full power to

disspose of the estate distributed to her, and this Court sees

no reason to make any alteration of what hath been done by

sayd widdow in her last will.*

[180] This Court frees Capt. Tho. Topping from his rates

that are behind in the country rates the two last yeares.‘

This Court appoynts Lnt Ebenezer Johnson to joyn with

John Standly of Mattatock, in the laying out of the bownds

of Woodbury according to the grant of the Court to sayd

towne.

20. John Rue haveing appealed from the judgment of the

Court of Assistants, wherein they freed Mathew Woodrofe

from being the reputed father of the child that Hannah, the

now wife of sayd Rue, brought forth next after her marriage

with Rue, the Court haveing heard what hath been presented

to them, see no reason to alter or vary from what the Court

hath done.

Vpon the petition of Major Jn° Tallcot, Capt. John Allyn,

- Major Edward Palmes, Mr Mathew Griswold, Mr. Henry

Woolcot and Mr. Joseph Lathan, that this Court would con

firm unto them a grant of eight mile square granted by Capt.

Sannup and his grandson, as by his deed on record may ap

pear,T In answer to this petition, this Court grants to the

 

* See page 192, ante.

1‘ Captain Sannup (or Sanhop,) of Niantick, “more especially upon the account of

many former kindnesses received from [his] good friends,” Major Talcott and others

above named, conveyed to them, by a deed executed June 6,1674, “ a tract of land

eight mile square or there about, lyeing and being near unto Conecticutt River about

twelve or thirteen miles up the said River." Col. Rec. Deeds &c. II. 17. On the 7th

of May, 1685, a confirmation of this grant was given by Wettoppocomon, of Niantick,

“grandchild, only son and proper male heir surviving to his grandfather Captain

Sannup, gentleman, of Niantick, deceased.” (Id. 18.) At this Court the grantees

ask for a ratification of their title to the tract so conveyed, “lying from or between

Wachaqueage unto Weegasoeguck, upon the east side of Connecticut River.” Towns

& Lands, 1. 223.
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aforesd Gent¥‘, their heires and assignes, what of those lands -

are without the limits of the plantations or perticular grants

formerly granted. .

This Court appoynts Mr. John Brocket and Mr. Tho. Yeale

to lay out to Mr. John Chester his grant of land, according to

his grant. _

This Court appoynts Lut Nath. Seely and Lnt Cornelius

Hull to lay out to the Honoured Major Nathan Gold and Mr.

Jehu Burr their respective grants of land, according to their

grants. The say_d Major Gold his grant may be divided, or

taken up in two parcells.

Those papers that concern Fayrefeild and Norwalke were in

Court delivered to Capt. Eales.

The Governo‘ and Dept. Gov‘ both, by reason of tho provi

dence of God, in an ordinary course, are not likely to be able

to attend the Court of Assis" on Tewsday next; this Court

doe therefore order and appoynt and impower Major John

Tallcot and any six more of such of the Assistants as shall be

then present to keep a Court of Assistants at the usuall time,

on Tewsday next.

In answer to the petition of John Richards, this Court doe

declare that he haveing providencially lost the prosecution of

his clayme to a parcell of land in a course of law, doe grant

him full liberty to prosecute his clayme, any law to the con

trary notwithstanding.

In answer to the petition of Sarjt John Shepherd, this

Court hath heard and considered what he hath presented as

plea and evidence, as allso what Sarjt Sandford hath returned

in way of answer, doe not see reason to make any alteration

of the setlement of the estate of Tho. Greenhill formerly

made by the Court, and that they doc not see cause to nullify

sayd Greenhill’s will.*

The comittee appoynted by the Generall Court for layeing

out or distributing of the estate of Benjamen and Jane Wright

to their children, made return of the distribution, which was

accepted by the Court and approved.

* Priv. Controv. II. 1-18.

26
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This Court continueth the Councill_ appoynted October last,

till October next; and impower them accordingly for the or

dering of affayres in the intervalls of the Generall Courte.

This Court appoynts Major John Tallcot and Capt. Allyn to

answer Major John Winthrop’s petition, in the behalfe of this

Court.

Whereas Capt. James Fitch hath purchased the native right

of the Wabaquassett country,* and L“ Rugles and others of

Roxbury,T are desireous to setle a plantation in those parts,

[181] the which this Courts grants II liberty and approves of,

they attending those things most accomadable to the planta

tion and orders of the colony, in which case Major John Tall

cot and Capt. John Allyn are to be advised with.

This Court findeing that those sins of excesse and pro

phanesse doe increase upon us which, willing to suppresse,

doe hereby order and require the severall constables and

selectmen and grand jury men in the severall plantations to

use all circumspection and dilligence to suppresse the abuses

afoarsayd ; and in perticular they are required to search after,

find out and make prsentment of all night walkers, especially

those that walke the night after the Sabboth, contrary to law,

and all private houses where persons resort to drinck and

keep company, 'and to search after all maner of gameing,
 

#6 June 24th, 1684, Capt. James Fitch, of Norwich, procured from Oweneco, a deed

of an extensive tract of land “ to the northward of the new plantation above Norwich

[Windham], joyneing to it, from Waramanticut River to Abaquage pond, and from

the sayd pond the lyne to run east to Quinibaug River, and from the afoarsayd War

amanticut River the lyne to run to a great pond called Misshinaps, which is the south

west corner bounds, and is by estimation about forty five miles:” and from thence

northward to, and beyond, the Massachusetts line, comprehending “ the Nipmug and

Wabaquassuck countreys." Col. Record of Deeds &c., II. 118, 119. This deed was

signed by Owaneco and “his son and heir,” Josiah: and was further confirmed by a

quitclaim from sundry of the Shawtucket Indians, ‘surrenderers,’ who had formerly

lived in the Wabaquassett country. Id. 119

T A patent was issued, July 8th,to John Blackwell Esq., Capt. James Fitch, Lieut.

Wm. [Samuel] Ruggles, Mr. John Gore, Mr. John Payrepoynt, Benj. Saven [Sabin],

John Chandler, Samuel Croft, John Grosse [Grosvenor] Sen., Joseph Gritfen, Samuel

Ruggles [Jun.], John Ruggles, Nath. Wilson Jun., and other proprietors not named,

for “the New Plantation” in the Wabaquassett country. The bounds comprise the

(present) township of Pomfret and the north part of Brooklyn. In the southeast angle

of this tract, Mr. B1ackwell’s proportion (5000 acres) was separately laid out, as a

township,—afterwards named Mortlake. Col. Rec. Deeds &c., II. 164, 202-3; Records

of October Session, 1687, post.
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singing and dauncing, in houses of publique enterteinmerit

(which is hereby prohibited) and the same to make present

ment of to the next authority. They are allso to make dili

gent search after all prophanesse in words or actions on the

Sabboth, and at all other times. Finally, this Court desires

all inferiour oflicers in their respective places to be faythfull

in searching after all disorders and prophaness that is appear

ing amongst vs, and makeing presentment thereof to the

authority; and the civill authority is allso by this Court de

sired to put on a spirit of courage in the receiving such com

plaints as shall be brought before them, and in executing of

the lawes upon delinquents, with such severity that others

may heare and feare.

In answer to the petition of Norwalk, this Court haveing

heard what hath been alledged by both parties, and finding

somedifiiculty in the testimonies, and it being a tender plott

to alter the bownds of plantations, especially unless there be a

full and clear reason for the same, which cannot be well come 7

at without being upon the place to acquaint themselves w"1

the case: and therefore this Court doe desire Capt. Sam11

Eales and Capt. Beard to veiwe and acquaint themselves with

the state and condition of the difference about their bownds

between the two plantations, and to laboure to bring the mat

ter to a compromise, and to make a full setlement of the line

between the two towncs if they can attayne it. And the

Honord Governor is desired to lend his helping hand to the

setleing of the matter by a compromise, or setleing their

bownds: and to present their issue to this Court, October

next.‘

In answer to the petition of Mr. Francis Halli that he

might have some redresse of some abuses he receives by his

son, and especially his impownding of his cattell off of -his

=7? The boundary line between Fairfield and Norwalk was the occasion ofmuch con

troversy. It was finally established, by an agreement between the towns, in 1697,

Some depositions respecting the controverted line, taken in March and May, 1686, are

recorded in Col. Rec. Deeds &c., H. 129.

T Priv. Contr. IV. 116. Other papers relating to this matter areinthe same volume’

Nos. 112-116, 117-122. Among them is a copy of the will of Mr. Francis Hall, (who

died in 1689.) His wife was a daughter of Rev. Henry Smith, of Wethersfield, and

the widow of John (son of Rev. Adam) Blakeman, of Stratford.
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own land &c., putting him to great trouble and vexation of

spirit, after some lawsuits and arbitrations about it &c., the

Court doe hereby order that the constable of Fayrefeild doe

' forthwith repayre to Isack Hall, the son of sayd Francis Hall,

and inform him that this Court doc advise him that he leave

ofi‘ the impownding of his father’s and brother’s cattell oil‘ of

their land, which is sayd lawfully to be in their possession,

untill he doth take some legall course to possesse himselfe of

those lands he shall see cause to claime and that he forbear

threatening and molesting of his father and brother for the

future or till an opportunety of tryall may be obtayned in

course; and if that canot be obteyned, then the agrieved

party is to apply themselves to the authority of the county

there, whoe are desired to grant them a hearing forthwith to

prevent future inconveniences.

This Court haveing heard and considered Mr. Thomas

Harris petition,‘ with all the evidences that have been made

and presented in this court, doe, by what is presented to vs,

see that Mr. Wheeler, as attourney to Page, hath not suffi

ciently proved his debt due to Page from Mr. Harris; and

Wheeler being in Court and speaking litle in the case, and

makeing no allegations to clear up the righteousness of his

case, and Mr. Page not appearing before this Court to make

any answer, this Court doe therfore upon good considerations

see reason to order or grant liberty to Mr. Harris to reveiw

his action with Mr. John Page, at the next county court in

New London, or to proceed by way of appeale at the next

Court of Assistants, and so to proceed in law to a comon to a

farther hearing; and the order of this Court, October last,

that that estate that was levyed by execution and the quality

of that estate not yet altered, the same should be continued

in the hands where it is, and secured to answer what judg

ment shall be recovered by sayd Harris in his farther prosc

cution.

The Court is adjourned till the Govr or Dept. Govr call

them together.

 

* Priv. Controv-, II. 154-161. See p. 190, ante.
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[The following acts and orders of the May Court were omitted from the Colony

Record. They are found, entered in course, among the manuscript additions to the

first book of Colony Laws (of 1673), in copies in the State Library and Library of

Yale College.] .

An Act for preventing of fraud concerning Horses.

Forasmuch as notwithstanding all former lawes and orders

which have been made to prevent deceit and evill dealeing

which hath been used in takeing up, marking and conuaying

away of horses and horse kind out of this'colony, to the great

loss and damage of the inhabitants, and for that as yet the

euill is not suppressed, It is therefore ordered by this Court

and the authority thereof, [that] there shall be a certain place

or places appoynted in each plantation of this colony which

shall be deemed publique for the reception of all such horse

kind as are to be marked and branded [with] in the limits of

euerie township. . And if any person or persons shall contrary

to the towns order or without liberty or license from the towne

or county court erect, make, set up, or cause to be made,

erected or set up any pinfold, pound [place] or places either

publiquely or priuatly within the limits of this colony, for the

marking of any horss kind, shall pay for euery such trans

gression tenn pownds, the one halfe unto the complayner

which shall prosecute to effect and the other halfe to the

county treasury; and he or they shall demolish the said pin

fold, place or places, at theire owne cost, which shall be made

contrary to this order.

If any person or persons be found or known to mark any

horsekind in any such place or places hereby prohibited or

elswhere, without the brander, shall for euery such ofl'ence pay

tenn pownds or suffer corporall punishment according to a law

prouided for that purpose, May, 1681,’ the said fine to be the

one half to the prosecutor and the other to the county

treasury.

It is alsoe ordered that each towne shall appoynt [one]

brander [or] more as they [shall] have occassion in each

towne, and that the brander or branders make and keep a true

record of all such horss kind which shall be presented to them,

viz. of the person clayming, and naturall and artificiall marks

and the age and colour as neer as they may, entering the same

in one booke in each plantation, and shall afiix the towne brand

upon euery such beast which shall be orderly presented to him,

for which branding and entering he shall haue six-pence per

head, and for euery mile he goes out of the towne vpon the sd

service he shall haue two pence out and two pence home.

' It is allso ordered that no person or persons shall haue

legall right to any horsekind but such as are marked and
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branded and entered as aforesaid, except such as are allready

marked and branded, the owners of which haue hereby liberty

within two moneths after the publication hereof to make entry

of the same, by approbation of the ciuill authority of the towne

and two of the selectmen; and such as are not marked or

branded that are aboue two yeares old, the owners of such

as can to sattisfaction of the ciuill authority of the towne and

two of the townsemen make out their right, haue liberty vntill

the last of March next to procure, marke, brande and enter

them according to this order; and all other after that time

that are aboue the said age of two yeares shall be taken vp and

dissposed of for the county treasury. And all horse kind

vnder two yeares ould that are presented to be branded, the

right of the claymers to such horss kind so presented shall be

determined by the brander, who shall be sworn to the faithfull

discharge of his office. '

It is allso ordered that the brander shall keep a record of

all such coppyes of enteries which he shall or may from time

to time giue vnto any person, which coppyes shall be certifi

cates whereby the owner may disspose or transport the horse

or horses which the sd certificates shall mention, and be in

stead of toleing; for which certificat the brander shall haue

fower pence. This order respects onely such horse kind as

are to be transported out of the colony; but if any person or

persons shall presume to ship, conuay or transport any horss

kind out of this colony without the sayd certificate, shall forfeit

for euery such beast which they shall ship, transport or conuay

away as aforesayd, the sd beast or beasts and the surhe of

twenty pownds, the one half to the complayner which shall

prosecut to effect and the other to the county treasury.

The Branders Oath. You A. B. being chosen brander for

‘the towne of G. doe swear by the name of God that you will

[be] true and faythfull in the discharge of youer oflice as

brander, [to brand] and make true enteries and keep a clear

record of such horss kind as shall be presented [un]to you,

according to law, so to be branded and entered, and that

according to the best of your skill, without fauour or affection,

shall giue judgment to the right of the claymer of such horse

kind that are vnder two yeares old as shall be presented

vnto you for that end; and shall giue true coppyes of your

enteries vnder your hand when demanded, and keep a record

allso of the coppys or certificates you giue from time to time;

So help you God.

Addition to the law Title Strayes, fo. 64. .

It is ordered, that all horse kind which are taken to be
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strayed from the owners, which are marked and branded, they

shall be cryed in each towne of the county where the sayd

stray is tacken; and if any of this colony townes brand be on

the sd stray it shall be cryed in that towne also.

[182] A SPECIALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, JULY 6, 1686,

pr ORDER or THE Govr.”‘

Major Rob. Treat Esqr, Gov’.

James Bishop Esqr, Dept Govl'.

Major Nathan Gold, Mr. Jn° Wadsworth,

Major John Tallcot, Capt. James Fitch,

Capt. John Allyn, Sec'y, Capt. Samll Mason,

Mr. Wm Joanes, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Major John Nash, Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Mr. Andrew Leet, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Deputies.

Mr. Ciprian Niccols, Ens. Nath. Standly; for Hartford.

Mr..Henry Woolcot, Mr. Jn° Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Jn° Chester, Lnt James Treat; for Wethersfeild.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly; for Farmington.

Lnt Nath. White, Ens. Wm Cheeny; for Midleton.

George Gates, for Haddum.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Capt. Samll Eales, Capt. John Bird; for Milford.

 

*Edward Randolph had lately returned from England, (May 14th,) bringing with

him the commission of Joseph Dudley as President of the Council to whom the gov

ernment of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and the Narragansett country

(King’s Province,) was now entrusted. Randolph himself was a member and, by

special commission, constituted “Secretary and sole Register” of the Council. The

Massachusetts General Court was dissolved (May 21st), and the new President and

Council had entered upon their government. The Massachusetts charter having fallen,

that of Connecticut was the next object of attack; for “ his Majesty intends,” wrote

Randolph, “ to bring all New England under one government.” At his solicitations,

and on charges preferred by him to the Committee of Trade and Plantations, writs of

Quo Warranto had been issued against the Governors and Companies of Connecticut

and Rhode Island, and entrusted to him, to serve. (See Appendix, Nos. LXV-LXIX.)

On the 27th of May he wrote to Gov. Treat and Council, informing them that he had

two Quo Warrantos against the Colony, and advising them, by a timely submission

and surrender of their charter, to anticipate the actual service of the writs. On the

receipt of this letter, Gov. Treat called a special session of the General Court. See

his letter to Gov. Dongan, July 8d,in Appendix, No. LXXII.
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Mr. Tho. Yale, for Wallingford.

Mr. Wm Maltby, Lnt Eben. Stint; for Brandford.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Deacon Jn° Grave; for Guilford.

L“t Eben Johnson, for Derby.

Mr. John Bur, for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Robt Lane, Mr. Joseph Curtice ; for Stratford.

Capt. John Minor, for Woodbury.

Capt. Jn° Silleck, L‘It Jona. Bell; for Standford.

Sam“ Hayes, for Norwalk.

Mr. Benj. Brewster, Lnt Tho. Leffingwell ; for Norwich.

Mr. Wm Measure, Capt. Scill; for Lyme.

Mr. Edw. Griswold, for Kenilworth.

Mr. John Chapman, for Saybrook.

The Governo‘ haveing acquainted the Gen11 Court what the '

Councill hath done at their meeting, June 11, 1686, in refer

ence to the letter they wrote to Mr. Randolph &c., the Court

by their vote declared that they allowed and approved of the

same.*

This Court considering the state of aifayres, doe see it ne

cessary that an humble address be drawn up and presented to

his Matie in the name and behalfe of this Assembly, to beg the

continuation of his Maties favoure towards vs, in the continu

ance of o‘ liberties and priviledges formerly granted to vs by

Charles the Second of blessed memory; and for such other

favoures as may bejudged needfull for vs to petition; and this

Court leave it with the Governo‘ and so many of the Assist

ants as can conveen together to be a committee in behalfe of

this Court to prepare and draw up the address in behalfe of

this Court to his Ma“8 0‘ Soveraigne Lord James the Second

&c., to signe it in the name of the Governo‘ and Company,

and to take order for the convayance of it to his Matie (and to

be at some reasonable expence for the safe doeing of the

same, if it be needfull, or cannot be done without it.)

Capt. Robt Chapman being chosen Com‘ for Saybrooke, the

last Court, this Court grants him magistraticall power throw

 

*The letter from Randolph to the Governor and Council, will be found in the

Appendix, No. LXX,—reprinted from Documents relating to the History of New

York, Vol. III. p. 368. No copy of the Council’s reply has been found.
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out the county of New London, and appoynt Mr. Edward

Griswold to administer the oath to him.

Mr. Andrew Leet is confirmed Captain of Guilford Traine

Band, and Mr. Josiah Rosseter Ensign of the sayd Traine

Band.

The Address to his Matie is as followeth :

To the most high and mighty Prince, James the Second, of

England, Scotland, France & Ireland, King, Defender of the

Fayth-, &c.

The humble Petition and Address of your loyall subjects,

the GovIr and Company of your Maties Colony of Conecticutt,

humbly sheweth. -

That whereas we are informed that there is a Quo Warranto

emitted against this your Matieel Colony of Connecticutt, not

yet com to olr sight, we have taken this opportunety to pros

trate orselves upon our bended knees at your Maties feet, most

humbly begging your Malie, out of your great compassion and

princely grace, freely to pardon and remit all such mistakes or

faylures in olr management of that power and trust of Gov

erment committed to vs, (which upon the first intimation we

are ready to reforme,) in and by his late Matie of blessed mem

ory, Charles the Second, his Royall Grant to vs, bearing date

Aprill 2311, in the fowerteenth year of his reigne, and gra

ciously continued by your Maties Proclamation, [as] have pro

ceded rather from want of a rigl1t understanding in law than

otherwise ; and that your Matie would graciously be pleased

still to continue this your Maties Colony, happy in the full

and free injoyment of all or liberties and properties as for

merly, and by your Royall comand recall the writ of Quo

Warrantoe forementioned.

[183] For, may it please your Matie, though we are a poore,

yet a loyall people, very unwilling to doe any thing which may

be unpleasant to or Soveraigne ; for we are resolved through

the assistance of allmighty God to approve oYselves your

Maties most dutifull subjects, as we have been to your Math“/’I

Royall predecessors (which, if we niisstake not,) to our com

endation was asserted by our late Soveraigne, your Matie’s

most dear brother.

Dread Soveraigne, We humbly beg and earnestly beseech

your Matie to continue us an intire Province or Goverment,

within or known bownds and colony limits, which we conceive

will be most for the profiit and health of your Maties subjects

here inhabiting, and the contrary (no doubt) will be very

prejudiciall to them, which may easily be evinced by good rea

27
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son, and therefore hope to obteyn your Maties favoure and

protection therein.

Great Sf, We desire and humbly pray your Mafia“ favoure

that we may still be continued* in and enjoy or Christian lib

erties, without any interruption from any other.

Most Gracious Soveraigne, We beseech your Matie we may

find grace in your sight and receive a gracious answer to this

or humble addresse, that we may experience that in the light

of the King’s countenance is life, and his favour is as the

clowd of the latter rayne ; and we shall not cease to pray the

God of Heaven, whoe is the King of Kings, to save, bless and

prosper your Marie.

We are your Maties loyall and dutifull subjects, The Gov

ernor and Company of this your Colony of Conecticut,

Hartford, July 6, 1686. Robt Treat, Gov‘.

Signed by order of the Court,

p John Allyn, Secry.

This Court is adjourned till the Govt or Dept. Gov‘ see

cause to call them.

 

A GENERALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, JULY 28, 1686.’;

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Gov‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘.

Major Nathan Gold, Mr. Andrew Leet,

Major John Tallcot, Capt. James Fitch,

Capt. John Allyn, -. Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. Wm Joanes, Capt. Samll Mason,

Major John Nash, Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

* ‘ Confirmed,’—in original draft, in For. Corresp. I. 37.

T The two writs of Quo Warranto were served by Randolph, by delivery to Major

Talcott and Secretary Allyn, at midnight, July 20th or 21st. The writs were dated,

July 8th, 1685, and returnable, the.first “ in eight days of St. Martin,” (at Michaelmas

Term), and the second, at Easter term, following. (See Appendix, Nos. LXXIII—

LXXV). The time of appearance had nOW passed; passed, in fact, before Randolph

landed in New England. His knowledge of this fact accounts for the earnestness

with which he urged upon the Governor and Council the expediency of submission

anda surrender of the charter, before service of the writs; and for his “resolve,

instead of serving his Quo Warranto, to report as a private gentleman, lineally, that

he hath such a thing,” and then to construe the Council’s acknowledgment of the

receipt of his letter, as an admission of service, and “suflicient to justify him at

Whitehall, without any further serving." (See Gov. Treat’s letter to Gov. Dongan,

July 3d, in Appendix, No. LXXII).
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[184] Deputies are—

Ens. Nath. Standly, Mr. Ciprian Niccols ; [for Hartford].

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Mr. John Loomys ; for Windsor.

Capt. Jn° Chester, Lnt James Treate ; for Wethersfeild.

Major Edw. Palmes, Mr. Dan. Witherell ; for N. London.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman ; for N. Haven.

Capt. Sam. Eales, Capt. John Beard ; for Milford.

Mr. John Bur, for Fayrefeild.

Mr. Benj. Brewster, Lnt Tho. Leffingwell ; for Norwich.

Mr. Joseph Curtice, for Stratford.

Mr. Tho. Yale, for Wallingford.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Haddum.

Mr. W’m Maltby, Lnt Ele. Stint; for Brandford.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Deacon Jn° Grave; for Guilford.

Sarj. John Plat, for Norwalk.

Lnt Eben. Johnson, for Derby.

Mr. Wm Measure, Capt. Jos. Scill; for Lyme.

Sarjt Jn° Chapman, for Saybrooke.

Capt. Wnn Lewes, Capt. Jn° Standly ; for Farmington.

L'"_Nath. White, Ens. Wm Cheeny; for Midleton.

[183] This Court by theire vote declared that they judg it

necessary, and accordingly doe order and agree, to appoynt

an Agent to be impowered by this Court to manage or affaires

in England, according to such orders and directions as shall

be granted to him by this Court, or such as they shall appoynt.‘

 

On the 26th, the day before the meeting of the Court, Gov. Treat received a private

letter from President Dudley, (Appendix No. LXXVl,) urging the importance of

immediate action, to secure the annexation of Connecticut to Massachusetts

and the Eastern provinces rather than to New York, in the event of a new mod

elling of! all the northern governments from Pemaquid to New York, which was

“ probable to have a. sudden and lasting dispatch.”

Some minutes of the proceedings of the Court at this session, will be found in the

Appendix (Nos. LXXVII, LXXVIIL) from the originals, in Miscellaneous Papers,

I. 18, 14. _

*August 24th, the Governor and Council executed a letter of attorney to their

“trusty and well beloved friend, Mr. William Whiting, of London, merchant,” to

appear in their behalf &c., to present the petition and address to the King for a stay

of further proceedings, and if need| be to make such apology and just defence of the

charter, at or before the judges of the King's bench or other court, as his Majesty's

write oblige, &c. For. Corresp. II. 8. The instructionstoMr. Whiting for the manage

ment of his agency are in the Appendix, No. LXXXIIII. '

Mr. Whiting was the eldest son of William Whiting, one of the early settlers of
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This -Court by their vote agreed that our agent should cer

tify his Matie of the time when we received the Quo Warranto

&c., and humbly to present or petition to his Ma°ie* for his

grace and favoure to vs in continuance of or properties, liber

erties and priviledges, both civill and ecclesiasticall, as for

merly we have enjoyed them, as an intire Province and Col

ony ; and that he would graciously be pleased to put a stop to

farther proceedings against vs in law. If the above petition

be not granted ‘by his Mail“,

This Court by their vote agreed, that a second Address to

his Matie be presented, humbly to beg for the injoyeing of our

priviledges and liberties conferred upon vs by or late Sover

aign, Charles the Second, of happy memory, humbly submit

ting ofselves to such regulations as his Matie shall thinke fitt.1' .

The foregoing parahgraife is by this Generall Court ordered

to be null, and a vacat is hereby put to it. '

This Court desire his Matie may be humbly and fully in

formed that the divideing of this Colony would be very preju

diciall to his Maties subjects here inhabiting, and be greivious

to the generality of the good people, and therefore if it be his

Maties pleasure not to grant or former request and to shew

such grace unto vs as to continue us a distinct society and

body politique, that he would please so to disspose of vs, that

[184] this whole Colony may be || under one govermenti and

be continued in the full enjoyment of our properties and

estates, both in houses and lands granted to the good people

here by the Generall Court of this Colony, from our first

inhabiting to this day; and that 0r religious liberties be con

tinued to vs.

This Court findeing ther is a necessity of rayseing some

money for the present occasions of the country, to manage

 

Hartford, (a prominent merchant, one of the magistrates, and treasurer of the colony

from 1641 tillhis death, in 1647). The son followed the profession of his father, went

to England and established himself as a merchant, in London. He died in 1699.

(Goodwhrs Geneal. Notes, 330.) His brother, Capt. Joseph Whiting, was at this time

treasurer of the colony.

*Appendix, No. LXXXIV, (from For. Corresp. II. 9.)

1' Appendix, No. LXXXVI, (from For. Corresp. II. 11.)

1;Appendix, No. LXXXV, (from For. Corresp. II. 10.)
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their afl'ayres, doe grant a rate of a halfe penny upon the

pownd of all the rateable estate of the colony, according to the

list of estates presented October last to the Court, to be payd

in wheat at fower shillings p bush., pease at three shillings p

bush., Indian corn at 28“ p bush., and rye at 351h p bush.

And whosoever shall pay one halfe of the rate in money, it,

shall goe in leiw of his whole rate. This to be gathered forth

with upon the publishing of this order by the constables in the

respective plantations, and dissposed according to the Treas

urer’s order; and they to make up their acco" with the Treas

urer by the first of September next; and no debts are to be

set off, in this rate. And if any constable shall neglect to

gather and make payment of his rate, according to order, he

shall be lyable to answer what he shall neglect to gather, out

of his own estate, and to be levyed upon it by execution p the

Marshall.

This Court doth desire and impower the Governor and so

many of the Assistants as shall conveen upon the Govr or

Dept. Gov" order, provided there be allwayes seven at least,

to be a Comitte in behalfe of this Court, pursuant to the

former orders of this Court, to procure an Agent, to go from

hence or otherwise, to appeare before his Matie in our behalfe;

‘and to impower him with letters of attourny to appear as or

agent before his Ma“‘*; and to draw up an‘ Address or Ad~

dresses to his Matie, and such directions and instructions as

may be convenient for him; and generally, to doe whatsoever

may be judged necessary for the prosecution of or afi'ayres in

England, and in preparation thereto and prosecution thereof;

and that the Governor and Secretary signe such publique

writeing as shall be necessary to be signed, in name and be

halfe of the Generall Court.

This Court by their vote did declare that if so be there be

case of necessity, the Agent may have instructions in behalfe

of this Colony to accept and submit to such regulations as his

Matie shall thinke fitt.
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[185] A Snssxon or THE GENERALL Conar HELD AT HART

FORD, OCTOBER 14, 1686.

Robt Treat EsqI, Govr.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dep. Gov’.

Major John Tallcot, Mr. Andrew Leete,

Capt. John Allyn, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. WIn Joanes, Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Major Jn° Nash, Mr. Giles Hamlin.

Mr. John Wadsworth,

. Deputies.

Ens. Nath. Standly, Mr. Ciprian Niccols; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Wolcot, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. John Chester, Lnt James Treat; for Weathersfeild.

Mr. John Bur, for Fayrefeild.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Capt. Wm Curtice, Ephraim Stiles; for Stratford.

Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kellingworth.

Mr. W"1 Measure, Lnt Abram Brunson; for Lyme.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn0 Stanly; for Farmington.

Mr. Ben. Brewster, Lut Tho. Lefingwell ; for Norwich.

Mr John Moss, for Wallingford.

Lnt Eben. Johnson, for Derby.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Hadum.

Mr. James Avery, for N. London & Stonington.

Capt. Sam. Eales, Capt. JnO Beard; for Milford.

Sarjt Jn° Platt, Christo. Comstack; for Norwalk.

Lnt Jonath. Bell, Joshua Hoyt; for Standford.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Deacon Jn° Grave; for Guilford.

Sarjt John Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudly; for Saybrook.

Mr. W111 Maltby, Lnt Eli. Stent; for Brandford.

Lnt Nath. White, Rob. Warner; for Midleton.

Capt. Jn° Minor, L‘M Jos. Judson; for Woodbury.

The Dept. Govr, Capt. Sam11 Tallcot, Mr. John Bur and LM

Tho. Leflingwell are.appoynted to audit the accota with the

Treasurer as soon as conveniently they may.‘k

 

>1‘ A statement of the Treasurer’s accounts for October, 1685, audited by the same

committee, is in Appendix, No. LXI. That of 1686 is not preserved.
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Those nominated for election in May next are Mr. Samuel

Willys, Mr. Samuel Sherman, Mr. John Bur, Capt. Moses

Mansfeild, Capt. Samuel Eales, Capt. John Chester, Mr. With

erell, Mr. Henry Woolcot, besides the Gov‘, Dept. Gov‘, and

present Assistants.

This Court doe order Mrs. Collins and her estate to be left

out of the list this yeare.

Sarjt Whithead and Joseph Moss haveing lost their houseing

and great part of their substance by fire, this Court remitt

their country rates for this yeare.

The List of the Persons & Estates are—

Persons. Estates. [Persona] [Estates.]

205 Fayrefeild, .£.11184.0.0 083 Saybrook, 05716.0.0

269 Hartford, 17184.0.0 039 Derby, 01893.0.0

270 Windsor, 15255.0.0 Norwich, 07440.0.0

160 Milford, 09565.0.0 O43 Haddum, 01947.0.0

069 Wallingford, 03366.0.0 080 Stoneington, 04794.0.0

046 Brandford, 03110.0.0 064 Woodbury, O2947.0.0

062 Lyme, 03647.0.0 130 Midleton, 05500.0.0

036 Kellingworth, 02412.0.0 108 Farmington, 06496.0.0_

303 New Haven, 15426.0.0 189 New London, 10719.0.0

110 Stratford, 07692.0.0 104 Standford, 04831.0.0

107 Guilford, 06342.0.() 065 Greenwich, 02123.0.0

085 Norwalk, 04895.0.0 213 Weathersfeild,13145.0.0

Mr. Thomas Yeale is confirmed Ensigne of Wallingford

Traine Band.‘

John Kelsy is confirmed Ensign of the Traine Band of Kel

lingworthj

Mr. Jonath. Bull is confirmed Ensigne of Hartford Train

Band.:|:

Mr. Dan. Witherly is confirmed Livetenant of New London

Traine Band.§

Nath. Stevens, John Collins, Steven Dod, of Guilford; Mr.

Nath. Lines, John Bushnelfll W‘n Bushnel, Samuel Bate and

Tho. Spencer, of Saybrooke; were presented for freemen.

[186] In answer to Mr. Thomas Harris his petition,“ this

 

1‘ Militia, I. 14. T Id. 15. 1 Id. 17. § Id. 16.

11 Read, Nathaniel Lynda, Joshua Bushnell. Civil Oflicers &c. I. 21.

‘H Priv. Controv. III. 169.
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Court refer him to the former order of this Court, and what

he hath recovered by judgment of Court, the clark to grant

execution according to law and former order of this Court.

In answer to the petition of sundry of the principle inhabit

ants of Brandfordf that this Court would favour them with

liberty to embody themselves in church order, this Court doe

declare theire great readyness to encourage so good a worke,

and doe accordingly grant theire desire, they attending order

in their proceedings, with the concurrence of neighbour

churches; and desire the presence and blessing of God to

accompany and succeed their endeavoures, so as may be for

God’s glory and the good of his people.

This Court appoynts Deacon Stephen Hosmor and John

Bigelo to lay out to Mr. Tho. Buckingham a grant ‘of land,

according to his grant.

Capt. Minor presented an agreement of the town of Wood

bury, dated October 8, 1686, concerning the way of tl1eire

rateing for ten yeares next coming, which this Court aproves

and confirms, and order the Secretry to incert the same under

the writing.

In answer to the petition of Mr. Simon Woolcot, Mr. Job

Drak Sen‘, Mr. John and Samuel Woolcot and Job Drake

Jun',]L that this Court would declare judgments and resolu

tions upon y8 case following, viz. where those lands given by

 

* “ A Towne meeting in Branford, Octobr 11“, 1686. The Towne haue unanimously

agreed to make their application to the generall court at Hartford, this instant Octobr,

for liberty to embody into a church estate, and they doe desire Captn Topping, Mr.

Samuel Russell, Mr. Wm. Rosewell, Mr. Edward Barker, Ensgn Thomas ~Harrison,

Dann Swain, Mr. Wm. Maltbye, Wm. Hoadly and Eleazer Stentt, or the major pL of

them to prepare what may be needfull to present to the generall court, and make pre

sentment thereof in the behalfe of the towne, for the attaining the end afoarsaid.

Compared with the records of Branford, per Eleazer Stentt, Recordr."

The petition, dated Oct. 12, 1686, is signed by Tho. Topping, Wm. Bosewell, Ed

ward Barker, Thomas Harrison, Daniel Swaine, Eleazer Stentt and Wm. Maltbie.

Ecclesiastical, I~ 84, 85.

T Towns & Lands, I. 245. The petitioners state that “ by reason of an omission in

the wills of” their father and grandfather, Henry Wolcott Jr. and Sen., “in which

said instruments they did neglect or forget to insert the word Heirs,” they or their

successors are likely to be disturbed in the possession of the estates devised to them.

They ask the Court to revise the said wills and “to enact either in general or to our

perticuler case now presented, that which may be a quietus to our estates of inherit

ance to us and ours after us.” This ‘petition apparently led to the enactment of the

general law which immediately follows in the record.
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,,_|._x|-_ I ,_1x

the late Worpll Henry Woolcot Senr and the late Worpll Mr.

Henry Woolcot Junr, his son, deceassed, as the will expresseth

it, doe belong to the persons mentioned only, or whither it

belongs to them and their heires forever: This Court haveing

seriously considered it, doe determine that the bequeathments

of land in this Colony made by the sayd Mr. Henry Wolcot

Senr and Junf, to the respective legatees mentioned in their

will doth and shall belong to them, theire heires and assignes

forever.

This Court findeing that in distribution of lands to legatees

by county courts, there is a neglect in not mentioning that the

sayd lands shall belong to them, their heires and assignes for

ever, therefore it is by this Court declared that it is their

intendments that all lands dissposed by courts in distributions

of estates in land to legatees, though it be not perticulerly

mentioned, yet it is allwayes intended according to or custome

and hereby ordered, that it shall belong to the sayd legatees

and their heires and assignes forever.

Those propownded for freemen, May last, were accepted by

this Court and to be sworn by the respective commissioners

where they live.

The Committee for the laying out of the bownds between

Standford and Greenwich, and Standford and Norwalke, made

return of what they had done; which this Court approved of,

so as it doe not goe beyond dividen between this Colony and

Yorke ; which return is to be recorded.

This Court confirms what the committee did in laying out

Woodbury and Waterbury bownds ; which return is to be

recorded.‘

This Court orders that Standford shall pay halfe the charg

for the runing of the line between them and Greenwich and

Norwalk, and Greenwich and Norwalke to pay the other halfe.

The Governor haveing acquainted this Court Wth what he

and the Councill hath don in refference to what is left with

them by the Generall Court, July last, in retference to En

* The survey of Woodbury bownds, by John Standly and Ebenezer Johnson, dated

June 4th, 1686, is in Towns & Lands, I. 281. Another return, by the same committee,

with a re-survey of the west line, in November, 1714, is recorded in Col. Rec. of

Deeds, Patents &c. III. 187.

28
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gland, the Court by their vote declared they approved of the

same.‘

[187] This Court impowers the Governor, Dept. Govr and

Assistants, so many of them as shall conveen upon the Govt

or Dept. Governol‘-‘I order, to be a committee in behalfe of this

Court to act and transact such necessary occassions of publique

concernment as shall fall in, in the intervalls of the Gen11

Court. -

This Court being well acquainted with the ability, skill and

knowledg of Mr. Gershom Bulckley, in the arts of phissick

and chirurgery, doe grant him full and free liberty and

license to practice in the administration of phissick and chir

urgerie as there shall be occassion and he shall be capeable
to atend. J

Whereas this Court, May last, appoynted a comittee to

endeavoure to comprimise the difference between Norwalke

and Fayrefeild about their bownds &c. as is expressed in their

order, which hath not been attended hitherto, this Court doth

therefore desire the afoarsayd committee to proceed to an

issue of that affayre forthwith.

This Court grants power to Mr. Daniel Witherell, Mr. Benj.

Brewster and Mr. John Pickett to make sale of so much land

of Mr. Charles Hill’s deceassed,T as is necessary to be sold to

answer his debts, and to give legall deeds for the same.

This Court grants the Treasurer and the administrators of

Mr. Crowe’s estate, Mr. Richard Lord and Mr. Gilbert’s estate,

power to make sale of the land assigned to the country, and

their prdecessors, for a debt due to them from Thomas Hub

bard’s estate, and to make legall deeds for the same. The

land lyes in Midleton.

This Court apoynts Sarjt John Wells and Benjamen Chur

chall to lay out to Mr. James Treat his former grant of land,

according to his former grant.

Whereas, Mr. John Crow in his life time made sale of
 

' See Appendix, Nos. LXXIX-LXXXVI.

1 Mr. Charles Hill, “ son to George Hill, of Barley, Derbyshire, England, Esq." was

a merchant, at New London. He died, October, 1684. His first wife was a daughter

of Mr. Jonathan Brewster, and widow of John Picket, of New London. Hist. of New

London, 307, 308.‘
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a third part of a corn and saw mill, with some land, and a

deed being made for the same which was neglected to be

signed by him his life time, This Court doe therefore

impower his administrators to sign the sayd deed.

This Court grants a rate of one penny upon the pownd of

all the rateable estate of this colony, to be payd one third in

wheat, winter wheat, 4"!1 615I p bush., sumer wheat, fower shil-

lings p bush., one third pease or ry, at three shillings p bush.,

one third in Indian corn or porck, porck three pownds a barell,

and Indian two and sixpence a bushell. And if any will pay

halfe wheat and halfe Indian for their rate, it shall be accepted:

all to be good and merchantable : or two thirds in money.

In answer to the petition of the Podunck Indians, this Court

doe nominate and appoynt Major John Tallcot, Capt. Benj.

Newbery and Capt. Samll Tallcot to be a committee in behalfe

of this Court, to examine the rights of the land at Podunck,

to whom it doth belong, and to present it to the Court their

next session; and in the mean time to prevent all sales of any

of those lands, till the matter be farther considered and setled

by this Court. . _

This Court grants the Governors sallery to be eighty pownd

for this yeare.

This Court grants the Dept. Governors salery to be forty‘

pownds for this yeare ensueing.

This Court grants Mr. Joanes a sallery of tennpownds for _

the year ensueing.

This Court grants the Secret'y’s salery to be twenty pownds

for this year ensueing.

This Court grants the Treasurer for his sallary, twenty

pownds for this year ensueing.

Capt. Clark haveing moved in behalfe of Mrs. Huit’s chil

dren, that sixty pownds that was payd but of their estate by

Mr. Clark for a debt due from Mr. Huit to Mr. Fish, to Mr.

Wells, and by the administrators of sd Mr. Wells pd to the

Treasury of this colony, to lye for Mr. Fish his demands,‘ and

 I ‘Rev. Ephraim Huit, of Windsor, made provision by will for the payment ofra

debt of £100 to John Fish, “ which he will have kept in New England." “ If Henry

Clarke will take it, it shall be paid in wheat now. If Henry Clarke will not, then it
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none demanding it out of the colony Treasurer’s hands this

many yeares, they might have it: This Court doth return they

canot see it safe to let the mony be otherwise dissposed at pres

ent, especially because this Court are informed that ther is a

nephew of Mr. Fish’s that doth demand it.

[188] Whereas part of Mr. Brewster’s land lyeth between

New London and Norwich line ;* but in that Norwich deeds

from the natives takes it in, and the Generall Court many

yeares since stated Mr. Brewster to Norwich, this Court grants

and orders Norwich Patent to joyne New London line from

Mohegan river two miles to the corner tree at Robert Allyn’s.

Upon the petition of Mr. Tho. Parkes, Thomas Tracey, Tho.

Rose, and sundry others, that they may have liberty to erect

a plantation on the east side of Norwich bownds and on the

north side of New London and Stonington bownds,T this Court

considering their petition and the great difficulty they have to

attend the worship of God in the places where they at present

attend, doe see great reason to incourage them, by a favour

able answer of their desires ; but being unacquainted with

the country, and what may be suflicient for them for bownds,

doe order that Capt. John Allyn, Capt. James Fitch, Capt.

Samuel Mason and Capt. James Avery, or any three of them,

do forthwith veiw what may be convenient for a plantation;

and if seven mile square, or the quantity of it, will be a sufli

 

must be kept, as the rest of the town money is.” (Col. Rec. I. 460, 461). Mr. Huit died,

Sept. 4, 1644. It appears that £60of the debtto Mr. Fish had been paid by the heirs of

Mr. Huit to Gov. Thomas Welles, by whose administrators it was deposited in the '

treasury of the colony. ~

* Mr. Benjamin Brewster’s farm on Poquetannock brook, granted him by the Gen

eral Court, May, 1668, was laid out in 1669, at a place called ‘ Wisquades,’ with a par

cel of meadow “upon a brook or place called Wochsquamugguck.” Col. Rec. I. 90,

and Col. Rec. of Lands, I. 308. It was near the (present) line between Preston and

Ledyard. ,

1 This petition for the grant of a plantation which was afterwards incorporated as

the town of Pnnsron, is signed by Thomas Parke Sen. and Jun., Thomas and Jona

than Tracy, Hugh Amos, Jonathan Rudd, Caleb Fobes, John Amos, John Rude, Peter

Branch, Joseph Morgan, Thomas Rose, Daniel Brewster, Nathaniel and John Parke,

Charles Williams, Jonathan Gere, Edward Litill, and James Smith. The petitioners

state that by the settlement of New London and Norwich bounds, they are left with

out either township, remote from any place of public worship; they are distant from

New London, fourteen miles, and six or seven miles from Norwich, the way to either

place being dangerous in winter, by reason of the River. Towns & Lands, 1. 228,

229.
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ciency for a plantation, theymay lay it out to them, and make

return to the Governor, who may grant them a pattent for the

same; and this Court will be ready to grant them the privi

ledg of a plantation, when they shall be arived to such a capa

city as to mayntayne a minister. And the afoarsayd Gentn are

appoynted by this Court to encourage them what they may,

and to assist them by theire councill and advice how to state

their township and where to place their meeting house. And

till they shall be capeable and doe procure a minister to co

habit and setle amongst them, those upon the place shall pay

their rates to the ministry according to law.

Major Tallcot and Capt. Allyn having made return to this

Court that the makeing of a drain throw the swamp on

the east side of the great river in Windsor, will be much

for the publique advantage of the publique and of all the pro

prietors interested in those lands between the uplands and

meadows, doe see cause to order and appoynt that the proprie

tors doe forthwith apply themselves to make a ditch or drean

through their severall land, the bredth of their severall lotts,

from Podunck River throughout the whole feild, according as ‘

shall be appoynted by Capt. Benj. Newbery, Mr. Henry Wol

cot and Mr. John Porter; and if upon the finishing of the

worke, there shall appeare to be any oppression to any pertic

ular person, that his charge shall be more than his neighbour

and his benefit lesse, Major Tallcot and Capt. Allyn are to issue

all and every such difliculty as shall be presented to them,

according to their best judgment; and if any shall neglect to

go about their worke and accomplish it, the foresayd Gent“

and comittee with him are impowered to hire men to doe the

dreane, which shall be payd according which shall be payd ac

cording as Major Tallcot and Capt. Allyn shall appoynt.”‘

This Court appoynted a publique day of Thankesgiveing to

be kept throwout this Colony, the last Wednesday in this

moneth, a coppy whereof is on file.

The Court left it with the Governor to appoynt a pub.

 

* “ Which notwithstanding, through some omissions was neglected, and the thing

not done." Petition of the Proprietors, 1711,-—in Towns & Lands, II. 269. '
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day of humiliation, which is to be signed by the Secretary in

the name of this Court.

The Court is adjourned till the Gov‘ or Deputy calls it.

[189] A SPEOIALL GEN“ COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, JAN

UARY 26, 1686.‘

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Gov‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dep. Gov‘.

Major John Tallcot, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Capt. John Allyn, I Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Capt. James Fitch,

Deputies.

Mr. Ciprian Niccols, Ens. Nath. Standly; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

* Sir Edmund Andros, commissioned (June 3d, 1686,) “ Captain General and Gov

ernor in Chief in and over the Colonies of Massachusetts Bay and New Plymouth, the

provinces of New Hampshire dhd Maine, and the Narragansett Country or King’s

Province,” landed at Boston on the 20th of December, and published his commission

the same day. On the 22d, he despatched special messengers to Rhode Island and

Connecticut, with letters to their governors, announcing his arrival, and that he was

authorized by the King to receive the surrender of the charters of those colonies, “if

tendered" by them. (Appendix, No. LXXXVIII; R. Island Rec., III. 219). At the

same time with the letter from Andros, Gov. Treat received one from Randolph, urg

ing him to avail himself of the only “ door yet open,” by “ an early application to his

Excellence ” to be annexed tohis government, and informing him thata third writ of

Quo Warranto had been issued against the colony, returnable at the Hilary Term,

(Feb. 9th). A letter from the under sheriff of London, enclosing the writ, was deliv

ered to the Governor by the same messenger (Dec. 28th). A special session of the

Court was thereupon convened. The emergency was pressing, and called for prompt

and decided action: yet nothing appears upon the record to indicate that the session

was one of more than ordinary interest, and the only reference to “ afi'airs in England

and the last Quo Warranto ” is in the order that leaves to the Governor and Council,

all “that shall be necessary to be done.” It was at this session, however, that the

letter to the Secretary of State was ordered and approved which was afterwards con

strued, by the enemies of the-colony, as a voluntary surrender of the charter. No

copy of this document is to be found in the files; it was published by Chalmers, from

whose Annals it is re-printed in the Appendix (No. LXXXIX). It was sent enclosed

in a letter to Mr. Whiting, who acknowledges its receipt under date of June 11th.

(App. No. XCVI.)

The Court also despatched a reply to .Andros's letter of Dec. 22d,-of which no

copy has been found; but its tenor can be inferred from Andros’s letter of Feb. 28th,

(App. XCI,) and from that of the Court of March 80th, to him.
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Capt. John Chester, LM James Treat; for Wethersfeild.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly; for Farmington.

Georg Gates, for Haddum. -

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, for N. Haven.

LM Eben. Johnson, Mr. Abel Gunn; for Derby.

Captn Wm Curtice, Mr. Ephraim Stiles; for Stratford.

Mr. John Burr, for Fairefeild.

Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kellingworth.

Deacon WIn Johnson, Deacon Jn0 Grave; for Guilford.

Lnt Nath. White, Robert Warner; for Midleton.

Mr. WIn Measure, LM Abram Brunson; for Lyme.

Capt. John Beard, for Milford.

Sarjt John Chapman, Mr. WIn Dudley; for Saybrook.

Mr. Wm Maltby, for Brandford.

Mr. Joshua Hoyt, for Standford.

Sarjt John Plat, for Norwalke.

This Court confirmes the return of the ‘comitte who were

appoynted to agree and setle matters between Derby and Mr.

Hawly, which was now presented to the_ Court, dated Decembr

7, 1686 ;* and the sayd comitte are to cause the deeds in Mr.

Hawley’s hand for Derby to be delivered to the towne of Derby

according to agreement.

This Court grants to Mr. Tho. Parkes, Tho. Tracey, Tho.

Rose, with the rest of those farmers that live on the east of

Norwich bownds and on the north of New London bownds,

and east and north of Stonington bownds, liberty to make a

plantation ther, the bownds whereof are as followeth: at

Norwich south east corner tree by Thomas Rose’s house, and

from that tree the line to run east, abutting sowth on New

London town bownds, three miles and a quarter to Stoning.

bownds; then the line to run north two miles and a halfe,

abuting on Stonington bownds on the east; then .turning

Stonington corner tree, the line to run east, abutting sowth

on Stonington bownds, five miles, and then the line runs north

 

t Signed by John Nash, Wm. Curtice and Samuel Eales; and recorded in Col. Ree.

of Deeds &c. H. 128.
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five miles to a red oak tree, and then the line runs west to

Norwich noreast corner tree.‘

This Court doe order and appoynt Mr. Sam11 Sherman Juni‘,

Mr. Joseph Hawley and Mr. Joseph Curtice to consider what

is equitable and reasonable for the inhabitants of Fayrefeild

to pay to the towne of Norwalke in retference to the purchass

they have made of the natives of some lands within the bownds

of Fayrefeild afoarsayd.

This Court doth order and appoynt Lnt Moorhouse and L!‘t

Seely to lay out to Lnt Cornelius Hull his grant of land, ac

cording to his former grant made by this Court.

This Court recommend it to the town of Stratford to order

and lay out a highway over Golden Hill, in th[e best] maner

it may be from Stratford to Pa[quanuck], for a country road,

and to accomplish it by th[ ] next, and in case they

neglect it Major Na[than Gold] John Beard and Capt. Sam“

‘ Eales are desired [ ] and impowered to lay it out.

The way to be [ ] for horss and cart.t

This Court finding the last penny rate will not be suflicient

to discharge the country debts, doe order and appoynt a

farthen upon the pownd of all the rateable estate in the

Colony to be added to the penny rate ; which is to be payd in

the like specia and price with the sayd penny rate.

Whereas there is due to the publique Treasury certain sums

of money from sundry persons, by bill or otherwise secured to

be payd to them, as is expressed in the sayd bills all ready

made or to be made, this Court doth desire the Governor and

appoynt the Secret'y in their names to assigne all such bills

and sums of money to Major John Tallcot and Ens. Nath.

Standly, to be improved by them for the discharge of the

country’s just debts, so far as is necessary; and if any over

pluss remayn, the sayd Major Tallcot and Ens. Standly are to

make payment thereof, or order the same to the severall coun

tyes by equall proportion, according as the list of their estates,

 

=1? See page 220, a/nte. There is a rude plat of the proposed bounds, in Towns &

Lands, I. 229.

1 A small piece has been torn from the leafon which this entry stands.



1686-7.] or CONNECTICUT.‘ 225

October last, will give to each, by them to be improved for the

incouragment of the grarher schooles in each county town,

where they are; but in defect of such, to other schooles.

[190] It being proposed to this Court that the surrendering

Indians liveing at Norwich may be removed to the north end

of Norwich, upon som lands that may be provided for them,

the which this Court approves; and that they may be under

the inspection of those appoynted by this Court. And the

said Indians are to pay anually ten dear skinns.

This Court grants the plantations of Hartford and Winsor

those lands on the north of Woodbury and and Mattatock and

on the west of Farmington and Simsbury, to the Massachusets

line north, and to run west to Housatunock or Stratford

River, (provided it be not, or part of it, formerly granted to

any particular persons,) to make a plantation or villages

thereon.‘

This Court grants Weathersfeild, Midleton and Farmington

all those vacant lands between Wallingford bownds and the

bownds of those plantations, to make a village therein.

This Court grants the towne of Kenilworth all those lands

of the north of their bownds and Guilford, and the west of

Haddum bownds up to Cawgenchaug swamp,t which are not

formerly granted to any township or perticular person.

* The General Court, in anticipation of the loss of the charter by a judgment on

the Quo Warranto, or of being compelled to surrender it to Andros, now took such

measures as were in their power to secure the colony against the future exactions of an

arbitrary governor. The charter was get valid, and the governor and company were

empowered to dispose of all vacant lands, vesting them in the grantees by a tenure as

liberal as that by which the colony now held them, and exempting the proprietors

from the levy of quit-rents or any similar exaction. Patents had already been issued

to the several towns, and to many individual proprietors. Debts due the colony were

to be collected, and whatever surplus should remain in the treasury was to be dis

tributed to the several towns. The grant now recorded, to Hartford and Windsor, “ to

make a plantation or villages thereon,” (as well as that which next follows, to Weth

ersfeild, Middletown and Fa.rmington,) was intended to put all the vacant lands west

of the Connecticut, to the Housatonic, beyond the reach of Andros or other similarly

commissioned governor. The expedient was, in its immediate results, effectual; but

at a later period (1722-1726,) this grant was the occasion of long and angry contro

versy between the towns of Hartford and Windsor, and the colony. See Trnmbull’s

Hist. of Conn. II. 95-99.

1 Coginohaug swamp,—now in Durham.

29
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This Court approves and confirmes the highway cross the

long woodlotts in Weathersfeild upon the West Feild Hill,

that was layd out by a comitte, Capt. Tallcot, Capt. Chester,

Lnt Treat, Lnt Samll Steele, Ens. Samll Wright, and Mr.

John Robbins; and doe declare that the sattisfaction granted

by the corhitttee to the proprietors concerned therein is suf

ficient.

This Court leaves it with the Governor and Councill to take

care to doe what is requisit to be don by writeing or otherwise

to or attourney, or doeing any thing that shall be necessary to

be done in reiference to or aifayres in England and the last

Quo Waranto served on us.‘k

James Steele and John Steele petitioned this Court that

the land which they recovered of Samuel Steel and Samuel

Hubbard]L may be prized by indifferent persons or that'they

may have an execution to levy the estate and aprize it ac

cording to law.

This Court haveing heard what hath been presented to

them by Mr. Edwards, in behalfe of James Steel Junr and

John Steele, wth the reasons why they desire a new apprize

ment to be put upon the lands of Capt. Wats, or that so much

of his land as may answer the late judgment be prized by two

indifferent men upon oath, according to law: This Court

haveing considered the same doe see no lawfull reason to

alter the apprizement that hath been made and presented to the

Court, in the inventory; and therefore this Court doth order

that the land of Capt. Watts which by this will was given to

the legatees to pay them their respective suriies at the inven

toryed price, be layd out to them, as equally as may both for

quality as well as quantity, by Deacon by Deacon Stephen

Hosmore, Marshall Georg Grave and Tho. Bunce.

The Court is adjourned till the Governor or Depty see

cause to call them againe.

 

=1‘ See Appendix, Nos. XC-XCII. Note on page 222, ante.

1 Court of Assists. I. 52: Priv. Controv. III. 149, 150. The suit was brought against

Steele and Hubbard as the executors of Capt. Thomas Watts.



1687.] or CONNECTICUT. 227

[191] A SPEGIALL GENll Coonr HELD AT HARTFORD, BY

ORDER or THE GovERNor, MARCH 30TH, 1686-7.*

Rob. Treat Esqr, Govr.

James Bishop Esq’, Dcp. Gov‘.

r

Major John Tallcot, Capt. Samll Mason,

Capt. John Allyn, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. WIn Joanes, Capt. Sam. Tallcot,

Capt. John Wadsworth, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Mr. Andrew Leete,

Deputies.

Ens. Nath. Standly, Mr. Cip. Niccols; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Mr. John Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

Mr. John Bur, for Fayrefeild.

Capt. WI]: Curtice, for Stratford.

Capt. Jn° Beard, for Milford.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Deacon Jn° Grave; for Guilford.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly; for Farmington.

Lnt Nath. White, Lnt Rob. Warner; for Midleton.

Sarj. Jolm Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrooke.

Mr. John Moss, for Wallingford.

Lnt Eben. Johnson, Mr. Abell Gunn; for Derby.

Mr. Wm Measure, for Lyme.

Ezekiel Mayn, for Stonington.

John Mead, for Greenwich.

Mr. WIn Maultby, Lnt Eben. Stint; for Brandford.

Georg Gates, for Haddum. I

This Court by theire vote declared that they did not see

sufficient reason to vary from the answer they gave SIr Edmond

Andross, to a motion of a surrender, January last.'l'

This Court order that the letter read in Court be drawn

out and signed by the Secretary in the-name of this Court,

and be directed to His Excelency Sr Edmond Androsse.1:

*A.nother letter from Andros had been received by the Governor and Council,

(Appendix, No. 110,) tendering to the colony one more “opportunity of suitable

and dutiful resolves, so much importing their own welfare.”

T Of this letter, of Jan. 26th, no copy is on file. 1 Appendix, No. XCH.
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As an adition to the law prohibiting the supplying Indians

with strong drinck, This Court orders that every servant or

slave, male or female, that shall supply any Indian or Indians

with any sort of strong drinck contrary to law, they shall

sufi"er corporall punishment for the same, according to the

nature of their offence, at the discression of the Court where

they have their tryall, unless the masters or governors of sayd

servants or slaves will pay a fine for them according to fore

sayd law.

This Court doth declare that all grants of land to any town

ship or perticular persons that are allready granted by the

Gen11 Court, it is to be understood that they are granted by

the Governor and Company, and that all patents shall be signed

again by the SecYy in the name of the Governor and Com

pany.*

This Court grants two moneth’s time from this date to the

good people in this Colony, to enter the markes and brands of

their horses before they shall be forfeited, any law to the con

trary notwithstanding.

This Court impowers the Governor and so many of the

Assistants as shall conveen, to the number of nine in the

whole, to be a Councill to transact such occasions as shall fall

in betwixt this and the election next Mayst

It is ordered by this Court that the Deputies for the future

shall attend the Generall Court at the charge of the respective

townes to which they doe belong.

.This Court doe appoynt and authorize Major John Tallcot,

Mr. Wadsworth and Ensigne Standly to agree with or land

lord Sanfordj: for the payment of what the country is indebted

to him, by what is due for the house and by money in the

Treasurer’s hand, so much as the Gentn shall see reason to

part with.

 

* Page 177, ante.

1' See, in Appendix (Nos. XCI, XCH,) a private letter from Andros to Gov. Treat,

Feb. 28th; and the reply of the Governor and Council to the propositions made

through Capt. Nicholson.

1 The Ordinary, formerly Jeremy Adams’s, was now kept by his grandson, Serjeant

Zachary Sanford, to whom the premises had been conveyed by the Colony, in De

cember, 1685. (Page 172, ante). At this ordinary, the Court held its sessions.
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[192] A Counr or ELECTION HELD AT Hsmronn, MAY THE

12TH, 1687.‘

Those nominatedfor election are :—Major Robt Treat Esq‘ ,

James Bishop Esq‘, Major Nathan Gold Esq‘, Major John

Tallcot Esq‘, Capt. John Allyn Esq‘, Wm Joanes Esq‘, Major

John Nash Esq‘, Capt. Andrew Leet Esq‘, John Wadsworth

Esq‘, Capt. James Fitch Esq‘, Capt. SamH Mason Esq‘, Capt.

Benj. Newbery Esq‘, Capt. Samuel Tallcot Esq‘, Capt. Giles

Hamlin Esq‘, Samuel Willys Esq‘, Samuel Sherman Esq‘, Mr.

John Burr, Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Capt. Sam. Eales, Capt.

John Chester, Mr. Daniel Witherell, Mr. Henry Wooloott.

Those who were elected are :-

Robt Treat Esq‘, Gov‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘.

Assistants :

Major Nathan Gold Esq‘, John Wadsworth Esq‘,

Major John Tallcot Esq‘, Capt. James Fitch Esq‘,

Capt. John Allyn, Esq‘, Capt. Sam11 Mason Esq‘,

Wm Joanes Esq‘, Capt. Benj. Newbery Esq‘,

Major John Nash Esq‘, Capt. Samuel Tallcott Esq‘,

Capt. WIn Leete Esq‘, Capt. Giles Hamlin Esq‘.

Capt. John Allyn, Sec’;/.

Mr. Joseph Whiting, Treasu'.

~ Deputies are—

Ens. Nath. Stanly, Mr. Ciprian Nicools; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Mr. John Loomys ; for Hartfordst

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, LM Abram Dickerman; for N. Haven.

 

1* It will be observed that the records of this session make no allusion whatever to

the matters which might be supposed to have, almost exclusively, engrossed the

attention of the Court. Not a word is said of the Quo Warrantn, or of the reiterated

demands of Andros. Unmoved either by threats or promises, the colony adhered to

its determination to await an answer to the petition and address to the King, and to

make no surrender of the charter except by his express command. The ‘masterly

inactivity’ of those who guided the counsels of the colony, though it could not avert

the necessity of temporary submission to Andros, was successful in its great object,

the preservation of the charter. Connecticut alone, of the New England colonies,

might justly characterize the government of Andros as a ‘ Usurpation,’—to which no

judgment against, or voluntary surrender of, her charter, gave color of right.

t So in the record, by a slip of Sec. Allyn’s pen, for “ Windsor."
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Deacon WIn Johnson, Deacon John Grave; for Guilford.

LM Tho. Leflingwell, Mr. Benj. Brewster; for Norwich.

Mr. Joseph Hawley, Mr. Sam“ Sherman; for Stratford.

L1"Eliezr Stent, Sarjt Samuel Pond; for Brandford.

Peter Bewell, for Simsbury. _

Ens. Thomas Yale, for Wallingford.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn0 Stanly; for Farmington.

Lnt Abram Brunson, for Lyme.

Capt. Jn° Beard, Capt. Sam‘1 Eales; for Milford.

LM Ebenez. Johnson, for Derby.

Sam“ Hayes, for Norwalke.

LM Nath. White, Robt Warner; for Midleton.

Capt. Jona. Silleck, L1"Jona. Bell; for Standford.‘

Sarjt Jn° Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Capt. John Minor, for Woodbury.

Mr. John Robbins, Mr. Sam Butlar; for Wethersfeild.

Capt. Georg Denison, Mr. Steven Richardson; for Stoneington.

This Court upon the motion of Mr. Thomas Hooker and

Mrs. Hooker that this Court would grant confirmation of a

deed of sale that convayed twenty three acres of land to Mrs.

Sarah Haines, the deed bearing date March 23, 1686; and

they doe accordingly approve of the sayd sale; and so it is

incerted under the deed, by John Allyn, Secretary.* '

The Commissioners for the respective plantations are: Capt.

Chester, for Weathersfeild; Lnt Nath. White, for Midleton

and Hadum; Mr. Benj. Brewster, for Norwch and New Lon

don; Mr. Witherly and Capt. James Avery, for New London;

Mr. Mathew Griswold, for Lyme; Capt. Robt Chapman, for

Saybrook and N. London county; Mr. Edward Griswould, for

Kenilworth; Capt. Jn° Beard and Capt. Sam“ Eales, for Mil

ford and Derby; Mr. Sam“ Sherman Senf, Mr. Jehu & Jn°

Bur, for Fayrefeild; Capt. Wm Curtice, Mr. Jos. Hawley, for

Stratford; Capt. Minor and LM Judson, for Woodbury; Capt.

Tho. Fitch, for Norwalk and Paquiag; Mr. Lawes and LM

Bell, for Standford ; Mr. Moss, for Wallingford, and LM Stent,

for Brandford, are commissionated as they were last yeare.

[193] This Court doth appoynt the Honoured Dept. Gov’,

* Recorded in Bee. of Deeds &c. II. 266, 267. The land was in Hoccanum meadow.
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Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Samuel Talcott, Mr. John Burr,

or any three of them, to be a comittee in behalfe of this Court

to audite the Treasurer’s acco“, and he clearing the acco" to

their sattisfaction by makeing payment thereof to the colony

accot or secure the same to be done, they to grant the Treas

urer a quietus est or release for the same from the begining of

his being Treasurer to this day. And the Treasurer is to be

allowed ten pownd extraordinary for his service the yeare

past.

14. This Court haveing formerly granted unto Mr. John

Wadsworth, Mr. Samuel Steele, fower hundred acres of land,

and they haveing purehassed a tract of land of an Indian, a

mile and a quarter square, on the east side of Conecticut

river, and the sd Mr. Wadsworth haveing moved this Court to

grant them of this purchasse so much of it as they shall see

good, This Court haveing considered this motion doe see

cause to ad to Mr. Wadsworth’s grantso much as may make

the whole grant of Mr. Wadsworth, five hundred acres, and

to Mr. Steele they ad so much as may make it three hundred

- acres, provided it may not prejudice any former grant to any

plantation or perticular person; and Capt. Samuel Tallcot

and Sarjt<John Wells are apoynted to lay it out, to be to him,

his heires and assignes for ever.

Major Gold haveing informed this Court that he haveing

had layd out to him a former grant made to him by this

Court, there was a certain neck of land that lay adjoyning to

it, which bownds to the land layd out to Major Gold on the

sowth east, south west by a brook coming out of a pond called

Umpawag and with part of the sayd pond, sayd brooke runing

into Aspetage river, northwest with sayd Aspetaug river, north

east on part of that land purehassed by the sayd Major Gold;

desireing this Court to grant the sayd neck to him, or what

they see cause of it; This Court doe grant to Major Nathan

Gold the afoarsayd neck to him, provided it exceed not five

hundred acres, to be to him, his heires and assignes forever/‘

 

* This tract was in the west part of l_)a.nb_ury. (In the patent issued to Major

Gold, May 20, 1687, Saugatuck river, instead of Aspetaug, is named as the boundary.

Col. Rec. of Deeds &c. H. 182.)



282 roams ancoans. _ [May,

This Court leaves it with the Honord Govemor or Dept.

Govr and so many of the Assistants as may make up seven,

with the Governor or Deputy Govr to be a Councill to act and

transact all such emergent occasions and aifayres as shall fall

in in the intervalls of the Generall Court till the Generall

Court in October next.

Vpon the petition of Simon Couch that this Court would

take care that he might be possest of such rights in land as

become due to him at or neer Banck side, by agreement with

the towne of Fayrefeild, as he is successor to Francis Andrews

late of that place, this Court haveing considered the same, doe

order and appoynt that the selectmen of Fayrefeild, with Mr.

John Burr, doe forthwith set out to the inhabitants of Banck

side such proportions of land as become due to them by vertue

of their agreement with the town of Fayrefeild, and to each of

them their proportions according to sayd agreement.

This Court, haveing heard the pleas and allegations that

have been made between the town of Fayrefeild and Norwalke

respecting the bownds between the sayd townes, doe find that

the first six miles granted to Fayrefeild hath been measured '

and is stated to be at a white oak tree neer Daniel Frost

deceassed his house, eastward; and this Court doe therefore

appoynt and order Capt. Samuel Eales and Capt. John Beard

and Sarjt Jeremy Judson to measure a just mile from that

[194] tree which allso hath || been granted to Fayrefeild by

the Court to be theire west line or head lyne, and from thence

to run the line up to Standford path, and then to run the

lyne to the northward according to the grant of the Court, all

the way the same line that is between Stratford and Fayre

feild, which is sayd to be neer two poynts to the westward of

the north ; * which is to be the bownds between those planta- .

tions: and the towne of Fayrefeild are to have all the lands

of the soxvthward of this line from Standford path east of

Sagatuck river. And Norwalke and Fayrefeild is to pay the

charg of laying it out; and the Comitte appoynted by this

Court, January last, are to setle that aifayre comitted to them,

* The report of this committee is in C01. Rec. of Deeds &c. H. 198.
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concerning what Fayrefeild shall pay to Norwalke for their

Indian purchasse. '

Voted by the Court, that John Potter and Mathew Moul

throp of New Haven haveing purchassed of the Indians there

about one quarter of an acre of land for speciall use, and a

swamp or pond of about six acres, have liberty so to doe,

which this Court approves of.

Capt. Clark haveing moved this Court to grant order that

the Treasurer might pay sixty pownd to Mr. Huit’s children,

which sayd smhe was payd in to the Treasurer by the admin

istrators of the Honord Thomas Wells Esqr deceassed, to ly

for the security for the right owner, which sayd surhe was

payd into Mr. Wells afoarsd for a debt from Mr. Huitt to one

Mr. Fish of Roxwell, this Court haveing considered the case

see no reason to grant this motion, but that that estate re

mayn where it is for the same end it was committed to the

Treasury.

This Court appoynts Lnt Nath. White and Deacon John

Hall to lay out to Mrs. Collins the grant of land that was

granted by this Court to her husband, according to his

grant.‘

Samuel Galpin, Daniel Pickett, Nath. Sherman, Ephraim

Hawley, John Hawley and John Coe are propownded for

freemen.

Those of Guilford and Saybrooke propownded for free

men, October last, are now accepted as freemen of this

Colony.

This Court grants the Hono'rd Governof, so far as it lyeth

in their power, all that land of the north of Milford bownds,

stated by their patent, to the extent of twelve mile from the

sea, or as far up ‘as New Haven bownds to the northward par

alel with their bownds.

This Court grants Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Capt. John

Beard, Capt. Samuel Eales, Mr. John Burr,1‘ two hundred

* Rev. Nathaniel Collins, of Middletown, died Dec. 28, 1684. His wife was a

daughter of William Whiting, of Hartford.

f Laid out, with other grants to Jehu and John Burr, April, 1693, within a tract

of two square miles purchased by them of the Indian proprietors, upon Wenasheage
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acres of land a peice, provided they take it up where it may

not prejudice any former grant to any plantation or per

ticular person; and to Capt. John Minor,* and L'""Eben

ezcr Johnson, and LM Jonathan Bell,'l' one hundred acres

apeice.

And this Court grants Capt. John Stanly so much land as

may make his former grant two hundred acres; he to take

it up with Mr. John Wadsworth, out of his purchasse of the

Indians ; and Capt. Tallcott and Sarjt Wells to lay it out.

Enoch Tamage and Mr. Sam. Sherman are to lay out Capt.

Mansfeild, Capt. Beard and Capt. Eales, and LI" Johnson and

Capt. Minor, and Marshall Grave, their grants of land, ac

cording to their grant. '

[195] Lnt Samuel Moorhouse and LM Nath. Seely are to

lay out to Lut Bell and John Burr their grants of land, ac

cording to their grant.

Lnt Leflingwell and John Post are to lay out a grant of

land to Capt. James Fitch, formerly granted him with a pur

chasse of Lnt Hollister’s, according to his grant.

Capt. Stanly and Ens. Heart are to lay out to Wm Lewes

his grant of land, according to his grant.

Samuel Grant Senr and Thomas Bissell are to lay out unto

Mr. Woolcot the grant made to his father, according to his

sayd grant.

This Court grants to Capt. Georg Denison, two hundred

acres of land, for his good service in the last war: ‘and to Mr.

Joseph Hawley, one hundred and fifty acres of land; and to

Mr. Samuel Sherman Junr, two hundred acres of land out

of his father’s purchass of the Indians of a mile square.i

And to the Honoured Gov‘, this Court grants two hundred

(Wemesseage) brook: and patented to Daniel and Samuel Burr, May, 1717. Col.

Rec. Deeds &c., III. 229-233.

* This grant to Lient. Jonathan Bell of Stamford, was assigned, by his sons, Jona

than, Abraham and John, April, 1712, to John Edwards and Samuel Couch of Fair

field,—to whom it was laid out, “on the west side of Capt. 0sborn’s ridge,” between

Fairfield and Danbury, and patented, Oct. 1716. Col. Rec. Deeds &c., III. 201-204.

T Laid out on the west branch of Aspetuck River, north of New Milford bouhds, to

the heirs of Capt. Minor, April, 1721. Id.383, 384.

1 Laid out, 1693, “ on both sides of Potatuck brook,” and west of the ‘ Bear Hills-'

Col. Rec. Deeds &c., H. 57.
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acres; and to the Marshall, Georg Grave, this Court grants

one hundred and fifty acres of land; to take it up where they

see reason, and the survayor of the next town to the place

where they take it up are to lay it out to them.

_ Eris. Joseph Burrett and Joseph Curtice to lay out to the

Govr his grant of land, according to his grant; and to Mr.

Samuel Sherman and Mr. Hawley their grants of land, ac

cording to their grants.

This Court grants to Major Nathan Gold one hundred acres

of land, to be by him dissposed to his children or his child as

he sees cause; to be layd out by LIlt Morehouse and LM Nath.

Seely.

This Court being informed of a small tract of waste land,

lying between a farm granted formerly to Wm Joanes Esqr of

New Haven, lyeing upon or neer Pilgrim’s Harbor, and a farm

granted to Mr. Samuel Street of Wallingford, the sayd waste

land being about one hundred acres more or lesse, doe grant

to the sayd Mr. W111 Joanes as an adition to his sayd farm the

sayd corner of land; to be layd out to him by Mr. Thomas

Yale, according to the bredth of the sayd farme, untill it meet

with Mr. Street’s land; to be to him, his heires and assignes

forever.‘

This Court appoynts a day of humiliation by fasting and

prayer, to be kept throwout this Colony, the last Wednesday

of this mbneth ; the grownds and reasons are on file.

Whereas the transportation of timber out of this Colony

proves prejudiciall to the publique, this Court orders that

henceforth there shall be no timber transported out of any

township within this Colony without licensse from the towne

within whose bownds the sayd timber grew and was gotten,

upon the penalty of the forfeiture of the timber soe shipped to

be transported. And the master of every vessell that receives

on board any timber without license as afoarsayd, be it boards,

slit worke, or staves; or any other timber whatsoever, he shall

pay a fine of forty shillings for every breach of this order, the

one halfe to the towne where the offence is committed, the

I 1* Laid out, and a patent granted, which is dated March (May?) 31, 1687. Col.

Rec. Deeds &c. II. 196.
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other halfe to the county treasury; provided, this order re

spects not such saw mills as are erected p order or liberty

obteyned from the Generall Court. '

It is allso ordered, that if any tafier or tafiers in this Col

ony shall fall or cutt downe, or cause to be cutt downe, any

trees or wood in the corhons, for barke, within any towne

bounds, without lycense first obteyned from the towne, shall

forfeit five shillings for every tree they shall fall or cutt down

or cause to be fallen or cutt down, the one halfe to the com

playner, the other to the use of the poore of the towne where

the offence is comitted.

The Court adjourned till the Gov‘ or Dept. see cause to call

them together againe.

[196] A GENERALL Comrr HELD AT HARTFORD, JUNE 15,

1687, p ORDER or THE Gov‘.

Robert Treat Esq‘, Gov‘.

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept Gov‘.

Major John Tallcot, Capt. James Fitch,

Capt. John Allyn, Capt. Sam11 Mason,

Mr. Wm. Joanes, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. Andrew Leete, Capt. Samll Tallcot,

Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Deputies.

Eris. Nath. Stanly, Mr. Ciprian Niccols; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, for Windsor.

Mr. John Robbins, Mr. Sam11 Butlar; for Weathersfeild.

Capt. Mos. Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Diokerman; for N. Haven.

Capt. John Beard, for Milford.

Deacon Wm Johnson, Deacon Jn° Grave; for Guilford.

Ens. Tho. Leffingwell, for Norwich.

Mr. Tho. Yeale, for Wallingford.

Capt. Wm Lewes, for Farmington.

Sam11 Hayes, for Norwalke.

Mr. Jos. Hawley, for Stratford.

Sarjt John Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley; for Saybrook.

Capt. John Minor, for Woodbury.
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LM Nath. White, Robt Warner; for Midleton.

Samuel Pond, for Brandford.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Haddum.

Mr. Peter Bewell, for Simsbury.

Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kellingworth.

Lnt Ebenezer Johnson, for Derby.

The Govr haveing informed this Court that the reason of

his calling of the Court together was to informe them that he

had received from Mr. Whiting, an accot of or affayres in

England,‘ what he had done for vs, and if we conclude to

defend or Charter at law we must send one over or more of

orselves to manage it &c., the Gov1r desired the Court’s con

sideration and determination thereon.

This Court declared that considering the pfsent circumstan

ces of or estate, we doe not see ourselves in a fit posture to

rayse money to send an agent to England at present, and there

fore this Court desired the Gov’, Dept. GovI and Assistants, in

their name and behalfe to write to Mr. Wm Whiting, to give him

the thankes of this Court for what he hath done for us, and

to request him to continue [to] doe for vs what shall be requi

site to be don, both in appeareing for vs, and in or behalfe to

' make answer to what shall be objected against vs, and gener

ally, to doe whatsoever shall be needfull to be don for vs.1'

And this Court declared that they would give reasonable sat

tisfaction to Mr. Whiting for what he shall doe for vs.i

John Wheeler haveing petitioned this Court that the Court

would grant him releife in a case depending between Mr. Jone

1“This letter of Mr. Whiting is not found. It was written, March 12th, before

he had received advices from the General Court of Jan. 26th. See his letter of June

11th, in Appendix, No. XCVI.

1' A letter was sent to Mr. Whiting, dated June 15th, with directions “ to defend the

charter and make answer to what shall be objected " against the colony,—as appears

from his reply of Sept. 21st (Appendix, No. XCIX); but the copy is not among the

files.

t See Mr. Wl1iting's letter of Sept. 21st, ut supra. Gershom Bnlkeley, in his remon

strance against the resumption of charter government, in 1689, says: “ The people were

divided in their opinions; many grudged at the charge of that Aflaire, whence it was

hard (if possible) for them seasonably to raise money to maintaine the suite. I myself

know,” he adds, “ who were then as hot against the raising of money for that purpose

(and cry‘d out it was illegall) as now are hot for the Patent and ready to cry out upon

the losse of that as illegall." (The People's Right to Election 8w. argued, 1689, p. 9.)
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than Silleck Junr and himselfe, wherein he conceiveth he is

injured by countenance of law, by the serveing of an execu

tion upon his estate &c.,* The Court haveing considered the

case doe order that the land remayne in sayd Sillick’s hand, with

out any farther disspose for the present and till the Generall

Court; and the sayd Wheeler is to_ give notice to Mr. Jona

than Silleck Junr that he appeare at the sd Court to-answer

the sayd Mr. Wheeler or his attourney in the case. In refi‘er

ence to Mr. Wheeler’s petition about the Sloope,T some con

cerned in that matter not being here, doe defer it to the Court,

October next, for an issue.

Sundry of the Court desireing that the Patent or Charter

might be brought into the Court, the Secretary sent for it, and

informed the Governor and Court that he had the Charter,

and showed it to the Court; and the Governor bid him put it

into the box againe and lay it on the table, and leave the key

in the box, which he did forthwith.i

. The Court adjourned till the Govr or Deputy see cause to

call them together againe.

[197] A GENERALL COURT HELD AT HARTFORD, Oorosaa 13,

1687.§

Robt Treat Esq’, Gov’.

James Bishop Esq, Dept Govr.

 

Major John Tallcott, Capt. James Fitch,

Capt. John Allyn, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Mr. Wm Joanes, Capt. Sam. Tallcot,

Capt. Andr. Leete, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Mr. John Wadsworth,

" Priv_ Controv. III. 190. T ;Id. 160.

I It is not easy to understand why so formal a record was made of this exhibition of

the charter. Did the call for its production indicate suspicion, on the part of ‘sundry

of the Court,’ that the Governor or Secretary had already consented to its surrender?

Or were bold spirits even now taking counsel how, in the last extremity, to ensure its

preservation, by an exploit such as was achieved by Capt. Wadsworth and his asso

ciates? The record does not state whether it was returned to the custody of the

committee, or not; and the entry is so framed that if the box with its precious con

tents had disappeared before the coming of Andros, its former authorized guar

dians might have been discharged of all responsibility for its loss. The record leaves

it, on the table, with “ the key in the box.”

§ See, in Appendix, (Nos. XCV-C.) the correspondence of the Governor and

Council, since the June Court, with Andros, Mr. William Whiting and Gov. Dongan.
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Deputies.

Ens. Nath. Stanly, Mr. Cip. Niccols ; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Wolcot, Mr. Jn° Loomys; for Windsor.

Capt. Jn° Chester, Lnt James Treat; for Wethersfeild.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman ; for N. Haven.

Mr. John Wheeler, Mr. John Burr (abs.); for Fayrefeild.

Ens. John Yale, Deac. John Hale ; for Wallingford.

Capt. John Beard, Mr. Sam. Buckingham; for Saybrook.‘

Mr. Sam11 Sherman, for Stratford.

LI" Tho. Leflingwell, for Norwich.

Ll" Henry Crane, for Kenilworth.

LM Eliezer Stent, for Brandford.

Samuel Hayse, for Norwalke. Y

Deac. Wm Johnson, Deac. John Grave; for Guilford.

Deacon WIn Dudley, Deac. Wm Parker; for Saybrook.

Capt. Wm Harris, Ens. WIn Cheeny; for Midleton.

Capt. W1n Lewes, Capt. John Stanly; for Farmington.

Peter Bewel, for Simsbury.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Haddum.

Lnt Abram Brunson, for Lyme.

The List of the Persons & Estates are as followeth :—

Persons Estates [Persons] [Estates]

273 Hartford, 1811800 089 Saybrooke, 0570900

278 Windsor, 1572300 140 Stratford, 08718.0.0

215 Wethersfeild, 1424000 091 Woodbury, 02912.00 ‘

323 New Haven, 1419100 072 Wallingford, 0354600

218 Fayrefeild, 1238900 052 Brandford, 0342000

156 New London, 09189.0.0 043 Kenilworth, 0236300

103 Norwich, 0675300 052 Haddum, 0226000

104 Guilford, 0655600 041 Derby, 0205100

160 Milford, 1004000 065 Lyme, 0411400

130 Midleton, 05520.0.0 093 Norwalk, 0510100

111 Farmington, 0660400 102 Standford, 0493700

080 Stoneington, 0481200 062 Greenwich 0284500

3053 172111.0.0

* Error of the recorder. Read, “ for Milford.”

w
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The two Capt. Sillecks and his son not being entered for

trade, this Court put a 100li vpon them, and so made their

list as now it is entered.

This Court named the town of the east side of Norwich,

Presson, and granted them a freedom from country rates for

the space of -fower years from this date.

This Court named the new towne at Paquiag, Danbury,‘

and granted them a freedom from country rates for fower

yeares from this date ; and this Court grants that the bownds

of the sayd towne of Danbury shall be six mile square, pro

vided it doe not prejudice any former grant to any perticular

person, made by this Court. ' _

This Court grants that Danbury brand shall be two. eyes,

as followeth, I I.

Vpon the motion of Mrs. Mary Leete, relict of Mr. WIn

Leete, and Mary Leete, his daughter, that this Court would

grant her liberty to confirm to Thomas Turhan three parcels

of land, viz. nine acres of the 3d divission, and two acres

home lot, at the east end of Guilford, with a parcell of

meadow about three acres, by a deed of guift, this Court

grant her request and impower her so to doe, because the

sayd Wm Leet had given him those lands before mentioned,

though he was prevented makeing writings to confirm the

sayd land to him the sayd Turhan.

[198] This Court grants and impowers Mrs. Mary Bradly

to make a legall convayance of one acre of land to Mr. Rich

ard Christophers, to build a house on, which was sold by the

sayd Mr. Peter Bradly to the sayd Christophers in his life

time.1'

#6 A petition was presented “in behalf of the plantation of Paquiage, that the same

may be constituted to be a towne, and to be named Swamfeild: ” their south bounds

to be “ by the north bounds of Faierfeild and Norwalke, the north bounds halfe way

to Weantinucke, the east bounds halfe way to Stratford river, the west bounds by York

line.” The petition, dated Oct. 6th, is signed by Tho. Fitch, Jehu Burr, John Burr

and The. Bennydick. They state that “ there are Wentie families inhabiting at Paqui

age, and more desirable persons a comminge.” Samuel Hayes, of Norwalk, was

deputed to present the petition to the Court. Towns & Lands, 1. 226. The name sub

stituted by the Court for that proposed by the petitioners was probably adopted from

Danbury, a village in Essex, five miles from Ghelmsford.

1 Mr. Peter Bradley, of New London, died Aug. 1st, 1687. His wife was a daugh

ter of Christopher Christophers and sister of Richard Christophers. (Hist. of New

London, 278.) Her petition is in Priv. Controv. III. 192.
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This Court grants and impowers Mrs. Lucey Bradstreet‘

to make a deed of sale to the heires of W"!1 Hough, for five or

six rod square of land Mr. Simon Bradstreet sold to sayd

I Hough, and deceassed before he gave deeds for the same,

though he received pay for the same.

This Court upon the motion of Mary Johnsen, widdow, of

Guilford, doe impower her to make a deed of sale to convay to

Sarjt Abram Fowler a parcell of land containing five acres’

which her husband, Isack Johnson, sold to sd Fowler, and

received the most of the pay for the same, and had not oppor

tunety to acknowledg the sd deed before his deceassej

Those appoynted to stand in nomination for Assistants in

May next, besides the present Governo', Deputy and Assist

ants, are Mr. Sam11 Willys, Mr. Samuel Sherman, Capt. Samll

Eales, Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Mr. John Bur, Mr. Henry Wool

cot, Mr. Jehu Bur, Capt. John Chester.

Upon the motion of the administrators of Nicholas Dis

broe’s estate,:l: that this Court would grant their approbation

and confirmation of a deed of sale of two acres and a halfe of

land on the east side of the great River, to Lut Standly, which

deed beares date the 11th of August, 1687, this Court ap

prove and confirm the same.

This Court appoynt Capt. Jolm Beard, Sarjt John Platt

and LM James Olmsteed to be a committee to lay out Danbury

the bownds of their plantation, according to the grant of the

Court.

This Court being informed of the ability-, skill and know

ledg of Mr. Charles Bulckley§ in phissick and chirurgery, doe

grant him full and free liberty to practice phissick.

* Widow of Rev. Simon Bradstreet, minister of the church in New London, from

1666 till his death in 1683. Sergeant William Hough, a deacon of Mr. Bradstreet’s

church, died Aug. 10, 1683,—“ a solid man, and his death is a great losse to Chh &

Town,” wrote his pastor,—who survived him but few weeks. Mrs. Bradstreet’s peti

tion is in Priv. Controv. III. 193.

T Priv. Controv. III. 191.

i Nicholas Desborough, one of the first settlers of Hartford, died in 1683. By rea

son of his having been “ very strangely molested,” by stones, earth and cobs thrown

at him “ from an invisible hand,” his name is honored with a place in Mather’s Than

maturgus. (Magnalia, b. VI. ch. VII.) He left four daughters, but no sons.

§ Son of Rev. Gershom Bulkeley of Wethersfield. He settled at New London, in

the practice of his profession.

31
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Mr. Samuel Willys is plntf. by way of appeale or remove

from the Court of Assistants, October 6"‘, 1687, to this Court,

and Mr. Tho. Hooker and Mrs. Mary Hooker, administrators

to the estate of Mr. Richard Lord, defendants)‘ The action

at the first court, Septr 1, 1687, was entered an action of the

case, for unjust and illegall improveing and occupying, by

themselves or their order, of the sayd Willys his houseing

and land of which he is rightfull proprietor, lying and being

on the west side of Conectieut river in the township of Weath

ersfeild, and eight acres of the sayd Willysis in Hartford

sowth meadow, to the damage of one hundred pownd sterling.

In this action the Jury find for the defendant, costs of court,

not medleing with the former court’s act, it not being com

mited to them. Cost allowed, one pownd nine and sixpence.

In this action the jury find for the defendnt cost of court.

The jury being sent forth by the court, upon farther consider

ation return they find a non liquet, and farther say not.

The jury being sent forth to a second consideration brought

in the same verdict, at the Court of Assistants.

In this action wherein Mr. Samuel Willys is plntf. by way

of appeale or remove to this Court, contra Mr. Thomas

Hooker and Mrs. Mary Hooker, as administrators to the

estate of Mr. Richard Lord deceassed, defendants, this Court

find for the plaintife forty pownds damage for their illegall

[199] improveing and || occupying ‘the sayd houseing and

lands at Weathersfeild and Hartford mentioned in the sayd

action, and costs of Court; but this Court considering the

case in refiference to equity and righteousness, doe declare

that if the sayd defendants resigne up all the lands taken by

execution upon the accot of the suger bill, payable in Ante

gua, with the just proflits of it, the remaynder above men

tioned unto the sayd plaintiffe, then the sayd bill shall be

delivered unto the sayd defendntfl as standing in the same force

as before processe.

Dan. Prat is plantf. contra, by way of appeale from the

judgment of the Court of Assis“, October 6, 1687, LM Tho.

* Court of Assistants, H. 3: Priv. Controv. III. 283, 264-269
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Allyn, defendants?‘ The action in the originall was an action of

the case, for takeing into his yarde and custody severall cowes,

. neglecting and refuseing to deliver them when demanded,

whereby three cowes dyed'in his custody or possession ;

together wth damage that accrued thereby to the sayd Allyn,

to the value of thirteen pownds. At the Court of Assistants,

the Jury fownd for the sayd Mr. Allyn, if Dan11 Prat’s yard

be not a pownd according to law, then the jury find for sayd

Allyn, six pownd, ten shillings, and cost of Court &c. The

Court of Assistants declared that they doe not find Daniel

Prat’s yard to be a pownd according to law. In this action

the Court find for the present plaintife cost of this Court, and

all other charge to remayne as they were.

This Court doth appoynt Sarjt John Chapman to be com

missioner for the towne of Saybrookei till the Court of Elec

tion, May next, and Capt. Allyn or Capt. Leete are to admin_

ister the commissioner’s oath to him.

Vpon the petition of Humphrey Davy Esq‘ and Mrs. Sarah

Davy,:§: this Court grants them fower hundred acres of land,

-provided they doe take it up where it may not be prejudioiall
 

Capt. Robert.

i“ To the Honrd Gen" Court now sitting in Hartford. The Humble Request St

* Court of Assistants, ll. 3 : Priv. Controv. lll. 162-189.

T Capt. Robert Chapman, who had been an assistant, and a commissioner at Say

brook for many years, died Oct. 13th, 1687. Saybrook Records, in N. E. Geneal. Reg

ister, IV. 21. John Chapman, now appointed commissioner, was the eldest son of

Petition of Hum: Davie & Sarah his wife, Sheweth: That your Supplyants being

by the providence of God come to settle and abide here, vnder the wings of this Gov

erml (Web the Lord continue) One of them being borne and bredd heere and hauing

not a foote of Land _to bestow vppon 2 sons God hath given them since they came

togeather, all the land of Mr. James Richards deceased being otherwise bequeathed

& disposed of, for their Incouragement in their proceedings heere doe pray your

favour,

To graunt fine hundred Acres of Land in some free place where it may be found,

vntothem for theire own and childrens accommodation, as God may continue their

lines, and they shall ever pray &c. Hum: Davie

[Towns & Lands, 1. 224.] Sarah Davie.”

Mr. Davie, formerly of Woburn, was elected an assistant of Massachusetts colony

in 1679, and continued in ofiiee until the fall of the charter, in 1686. He had married

the widow of James Richards Esq., (see page 71, ante.) removed to Connecticut and

settled in Hartford,—where he died in 1689. His grant of four hundred acres was

laid out, March, 1716, “ at a place called Quinetussett, eastward of Woodstock,” for

his son Humphrey, of Boston, by whom it was conveyed to John Alford, of Boston, and

by him to Richard Bill, in 1717. Col. Rec. Deeds &c. III. 255, 265, 267.
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to any former grant to any perticular person or plantation ;

Mr. James Steele, Mr. Ciprian Niccols, to lay out this grant

to Mr. Davy, or the surveyor of any towne next the place he

shall pitch upon to take this grapt of land. _

This Court grants Mr. John Goodyear two hundred and

fifty acres of land for a farme, provided he take it up where

it may not prejudice any former grant, to any plantation or

perticular person.‘

This Court appoynts Cornelius Hull and LM Nath. Seely to

lay out to Major Nathan Gold his grants of land, according to

his grants, which grants were formerly made to the Major.’[

This Court appoynts Sarjt Tho. Judd and Sarjt John

Standly to lay out to the heires of John Warner and the heirs

of Tho. Gridley, the grants of land made to their fathers, sayd

Warner and Gridley, according to their grants.

Mr. John Blackleach, by way of remove or appeale from

the judgment of the Court of Assistants, May last, who alowed

and approved the last will and testament of Christian Har

bert ; this Court haveing heard and considered the case, doe

approve of and confirm the sayd will, as the former courts

have done, and now order it to be recorded.1

 

*Assigned, April, 1709, to Rev. James Pierpont, of New Haven, to whom it was

laid out, Feb. 1714, (with a tract belonging to Mr. Joseph Whiting,) “ eastwardly of

apond commonly called Mishenups pond, near Coventry”; now in Tolland. Col. Rec.

Deeds &c. III. 156, 163.

‘It A patent was granted, May 20, 1687, to Major Gold, for 800 acres, in three par

cels,—at and near Umpewaug, “ by the road that leads to Paquiage” [Danbury].

Col. Rec. Deeds &c. II. 182. '

1 Court of Assistants, II. 2. Benjamin Harbert, of Hartford, gave a parcel of land,

of about three acres, to his first wife, Christian, with liberty to dispose of it by will.

With his assent, she bequeathed it to her kinsmen “ Abel and John Nethercot, living

in Old England, near Banbury,” and, if not claimed by them within three years after

her decease, then to Rev. John Whiting, of Hartford. Her will is dated Sept. 10th,

1670. (Priv. Controv. III. 207). After her death, Benjamin Harbert married again,

and in Feb. 1684-5, passed over his whole estate to John Blackleach sen., of Hartford,

who in consideration therefor gave a bond to support his “father Benjamin Harbert

and mother Jane Harbert”, for the remainder of their lives (Id. 201), and subsequently

assigned all the estate so conveyed to him, to his son, John Blackleach, Jr. Benjamin

H. died in 1685, leaving a will, executed June 6th, 1684, by which he confirined the

bequests made by his first wife. Mr. Whiting presented the will of Christian Har

bert, for probate, March 3d, 1686-7, and it was approved by the Court. Against this

decision, Mr. Blackleach and his wife now appealed. Id. 194-212: Col. Rec. Deeds

&c. H. 95, 9s.
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This Court grants a’ rate of [a] penny upon the pownd of

all the rateable estate in this Colony to defray pub. charges,

to be payd one third in wheat, winter wheat fower shillings

sixpence p bush., sumer wheat fower shillings; one third in

pease or rye, at three shillings p bushell ; one third in Indian

corn or porck,porck three pownds ten shillings pbarell,Indian,

two shillings sixpence pbushell ; all to be good and merchant

-able. If any will pay two thirds of their rates in money, it

is to be accepted. In case any person or persons have not

wheat to pay, they have liberty to pay their wheat part in

Indian at two and threepence p bushell.

This Court granted the Governo'rs sallery to be for this year,

eighty pownds.

This Court granted the Dept. Govrs salery to be for this

present year, forty pownds.

This Court granted Mr. Joanes for his salery, ten pownds.

This Court granted the Secretary for his salery this year,

twenty pownds.

This Court granted the Treasurer for his salery this yeare,

. twenty pownds.

[200] This Court leaves it with the Governor and Dept.

Governor and so many of the Assistants as may make seven,

to be a committe or councill in behalfe of the Generall Court

in the intervals of the Generall Court, to transact such pub

lique concerns as shall fall in. I

This Court grants Mr. Giles Hamlin three hundred acres of

land for a farme, provided he take it up where it may not

prejudice any former grant to any person or plantation. ‘

This Court grants Mr. Jeremy Peck, Mr. Samuel Andrews,

Mr. James Pearpoynt, Mr. Samuel Russell, Mr. James Bay

ley, Mr. Moses Noyse, Mr. John James, Mr. Noadiah Russell,

Mr. Timothy Woodbridge, Mr. Samuel Mather, Mr. Edward

Tompson, Mr. John FraysoY, Mr. Ciprian Niccols and Ens.

Nath. Stanly, two hundred acres of land a piece, where they

can find it, provided they take it up where it may not preju

dice any former grant to any perticular person person or plan

tation: and the survayo" of the next plantations to any place

where either of those Gent", or Mr. Hamlin or Mr. John
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Goodyear shall see reason to take up their respective grants,

are hereby appoynted to lay out the same to such of them as

shall desire it, they payeing for the same.

This Court doe appoynt Major John Tallcot, Capt. Samuel

Tallcot, Ens. Nath. Stanly and Mr. Ciprian Niccols, or any

- three of them agreeing, to be a committe to hear and deter

min all matters of difliculty concerning fencing in their comon

fields at Simsbury ;* and what the sd committe shall agree

and determine therein is to be attended as the issue of that

matter, all which the inhabitants to acquiesse, and the com

mitte are desired to attend it speedily.

Upon the petition of John Kilborn, Joshua Robbins, Sam

uel Welles, Eliezer Kimberly and Ephraim Goodrich, that this

Court would appoynt a corhite to setle the bownds of their

lands on the east side the great River at Nabuck, which a

former cofifitte were appoynted to doe but did not finish, the

former corhitte being dead,1' This Court doe therefore order

and appoynt Sargt John Deming, Deacon Sam11 Butlar, Sarjt

John Wells and Ensigne Samuel Wright to attend the sayd

service, and perfect the same according to the first and originall

grants, as neer as they can ; to begin at the south side of Capt.

Talcot’s lott and so to proceed as there is occassion.

This Court grants that Capt. Blackwel1’s five thousand

acres of land, near New Roxbury,i shall be called Mortlake.§

 

*Apetition from the selectmen of Simsbury, dated Oct. 14th, 1687, asking that

“som speedy care be taken of us that our meadows and cornfields be secured and

our crops preserved”, and complaining of “ intolerable losses”, by the neglect of pro

prietors to build their proportions of fence,—is in Towns & Lands, I. 227. The com

mittee now appointed made a report in December, 1689, directing the mode of fencing

the common fields and designating the proportion to be built by each proprietor.

1' See pages 166, 173, ante. Towns & Lands, I. 172.

1In December, 1683, the Massachusetts Court granted a. tract “ for a village, to

be laid out about Quateseck" [Quantisset], to the selectmen, for the town of Roxbury;

and inJanuary, 1684-5, extended the liberty for beginning a settlement there, for

three years from that date (Mass. Rec. V. 426, 468). The Roxbury village was first

called New R<>xbury,—afterwards (1690) named Woonsrocx.

§ Capt. John Blackwell Jr. had been a member of parliament (for the county of

Surrey,) in 1656, and treasurer of the army under Cromwell. In 1657, parliament, by

a special act, settled upon him and his heirs, certain lands in the counties of Dublin

and Kildare, in Ireland. [Burton’s Diary, I. 244; II. 102]. He was excepted from

the general pardon, at the restoration, and perhaps repaired to his estates in Ireland,

or shared the exile of his father-in—law, in Guernsey. In 1684, he came to New Eng

land, commissioned by some of the English and Irish dissenters who were pr0p0~
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This Court grants that Lnt Stephen Barret and Joseph Cur

tice power to lay out the grants of land given by the Generall

Court to Mr. Sam11 Sherman and his eldest son, according to

their grants. '

Mr. Willys his bill of costs allowed.

This Court grants that the deputies shall have their usuall

salery for their attendence this Court, so many as were pres

ent to attend this Court and*

 

sing to remove hither, “to inquire whether they may be there welcome, and may

reasonably expect that liberty they promise themselves and others.” [Letter from

Daniel Coxe to Gov. Bradstreet, in note to Hntchinson’s Hist. I. 346.] The next win

ter, the Massachusetts Court granted him, “on behalf of himself and several other

worthy gentlemen and others in England that are desirous to remove,” a tract of

land eight miles square, for a township,—the proprietors to pay their proportion of

the Indian purchase, “ if laid out in the Nipmug country. [Mass. Rec. V. 467].

Randolph made it a ground of special complaint to the Lords’ Committee, that Capt.

Blackwell, “son-in-law to Lambert,” and “ a violent commonwealth’s man” was

made a justice of the peace by Gov. Dudley and his council, and consulted with in all

public affairs” [3 Mass. Hist. Coll. VH. 164].

A patent was granted, July 8th, 1686, to Capt. James Fitch, Capt. Blackwell and

others for a plantation, in the Wabaquassett country. By asubsequent agreement of

the proprietors, Capt. Bla.ckwell’s proportion of the purchase, about 5000 acres, was

laid out in a separate tract,in the south-east angle of the plantation grant, and a

patent was issued to him therefor, as a distinct township, Oct. 19, 1687. [Col. Rec. of

Deeds &c. II. 164, 202-205; III. 80]. This tract comprised the southwest part of the

present township of Pomfret and the north part of Brooklyn. [See plat, in C01. Rec.

' Deeds &c. III. 31]. It does not appear that Capt. Blackwelrmade any settlements

on his purchase. In 1713, his son, of the same name, of London, conveyed the whole

tract to Jonathan Belcher Esq. of Boston, who laid out within it his manors of “ Kings

wood" and “ Wiltshire.” [Id. III. 33, 36; Towns & Lands, HI. 30-33]. It was never

organized as a town, though it retained the name and some of the privileges of one

until May, 1752, when, on petition of its proprietors, it was annexed by the general

assembly to Pomfret [Col. Rec. VII. 110]. Until then, it retained the name of Mort

lake, given it by Capt. Blackwell, and which was probably derived from the village

of the same name in Surrey, near the Thames, a. few miles above London. Gen. Lam

bert, Capt. R1ackwell’s father-in-law, resided for several years at Wimbledon House,

in Mortlake, and Lord Pack, Lord Tichburn, Sir John Ireton and others of Cromwell‘s

friends had houses there, during the protectorate. Beauties of England, :XIV. (Co.

Sun-ey,) p. 107, 119. ,

* The record, thus abruptly, ends.
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[201] A GENERALL Oouar HELD AT HARTFORD, Oorosaa 31,

1687,‘ BY ORDER or the Govr.

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Govr.’

James Bishop Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘.

Major John Tallcot, His Excelency Sr Edmond Andross

Capt. John Allyn, Kn‘, Capt. Generall & Govr of his

Mr. Wm Joanes, Maties Teritorie & Dominion in New

Mr. John Wadsworth, England, by order from his Matie James

Capt. Andrew Leete, the second, King of England, Scotland,

Capt. Benj. Newbery, France & Ireland, the 31 of October,

Capt. Giles Hamlin, 1687, took into his hands the Gover

Capt. James Fitch, ment of this colony of Conectioott, it

Capt. Samuel Mason. being by his Matie annexed to the

Massachusets & other oolonys under

Deputies. his Excelencies Goverment. FINIs.’[

Ens. Nath. Standly,

Mr. Ciprian Niccols,

Mr. Henry Woolcot, for Windsor.

Capt. Wm Lewes,

Capt. John Stanly,

Capt. Danll Harris, for Midleton.

Ca t. Moses Mansfeild,
LMpAbram Dickerman, i for New Haven.

} for Hartford.

§ for Farmington.

* See Andros‘s letter to Gov. Treat, Oct. 22d, in Appendix, No. CI.

Gershom Bulkeley, in the “ Will and Doom,” gives a more particular account than

is to be found elsewhere of the reception of Andros and the inauguration of his gov

ernment in Connecticut. Some extracts from this work are given in the Appendix (N0.

CII). It is hardly necessary to remark that Bulkeley’s narrative is to be received

with the allowance due to the testimony of a prejudiced witness, and to the gloss of a

special pleader, whose object was to prove the free consent of Connecticut to the

dissolution of charter government, and the consequent illegality of its resumption in

1689. A paper which emanated from the same source and bears the same signa

tures with the “ Will and Doom,” is printed in Doc. Rel. to the Hist. of N. York,

III. 849-854. It is entitled “ Some Objections against the present pretended govern

ment in Connecticut, - - humbly tendered to consideration by Edward Palmes, Will.

Rosewell and Gershom Bulkeley,” presented to Gov. Fletcher of New York, under

date of September 16, 1692.

T It has been repeatedly stated, on what authority does not appear, that this record,

or at least the word ‘ Finis,’ was written by Andres himself. A glance at the original is

sufiicient to show that it is, throughout, in the hand writing of Secretary Allyn.
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Ca t. John Beard .

Mr? Sam11 Buckinéham, for Mllford“

Mr. Sam11 Sherman, for Stratford.

Mr. Sam11 Hayes, for Norwalke.

Ll" Tho. Leffingwel, for Norwich.

Lut Abraham Brunson, for Lyme.

Lnt Henry Crane, for Kellingworth.

Deacon WIn Johnson, f for Guilt-Ord,

Deacon John Grave,

Mr. Tho. Yale,

Deacon John Hall,

Lnt Ebenezer Johnson, for Derby.

Mr. Georg Gates, for Haddum.

LlIt Eliez. Stenflfor Brandford.

Sarjt Jn° Chapman § f

Deacon WIn Dud1e;:, or S9dybrook.

} for Wallingford.

82
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[202] A MEETING or THE GENERALL COURT IN HARTFORD,

MAY 9th, 1689.“

For the present peace and safety of this part of New

England called Conecticutt, the necessity of the circum

stances it is now under so requireing, it was voted by the

Freemen that they would re-establish the Goverment as it

was before and at the time when Sr Edmond Androsse tooke

the Goverment;l and so to have it proceed as it ‘did before

that time according to charter, engageing themselves to sub

mit to it accordingly untill there shall be a legall establish

ment setled amongst vs.

Those in the Goverment at the time when Sr Edmond

Andross took it, were Robt Treat, James Bishop, Nathan

Gold, John Allyn, Wm Joanes, Andrew Leet, John Wads

worth, James Fitch, Samuel Mason, Benj. Newbery, Sam

uel Tallcot, Giles Hamlin, Esq"; there were now aded,

Samuel Willys and Major Gen11 John Winthrop Esq",i to

make up the number of Assistants according to charter.

The Deputies of this Court are :—

Mr. Ciprian Niccols, Ens. Nath. Stanly; for Hartford.

Mr. Henry Woolcot, Capt. Joseph Fitch; for Windsor.

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, Lnt Abram Dickerman; for New Haven.

Mr. John Beard, Mr. Tho. Clark; for Milford.

Mr. John Burr, Mr.,John Wheeler ; for Fayrefeild.
 

* Some further extracts from “ Will and Doom,” respecting the constitution of this

Court, the manner in which it was convened and its mode of proceeding, will be found

in the Appendix, No. CXXXVI.

T “ There were 3 p1'positions then made to y= freemen, to this purpose viz‘: 1. Whether

they would that those in place when Sir Edmund tcoke ye govnl should resume theire

place & power as then ; or 2. Whether they would continue y8 then pYsent gov“; or 3.

Whether they would chuse a Comittee of Safety.” (Some Objections, &c.) The

" Will and Doom ” states that only the first of these propositions was submitted to a

vote: that on the first trial, the vote was doubtful, “some credible persons asserting

that upon observations made by them being present, the negative vote was clearly the

major vote ; ” but on a second trial, “ it was said that the affirmative votes carried it.”

1 In the places of Lieut. Col. John Talcott, who died July 23, 1688, and Major John

Nash, of New Haven,who died, July 3, 1687. Mr. Willis was now restored to the place

which he had vacated in 1685. Major Gen. Fitz John Winthrop had resided, much of

the time since his father's death, in Boston, and had been a member of Dudley’s coun

cil in 1686, and of that of Sir Edmund Andros to the close of his administration. He

now returned to New London, where he subsequently resided until his death.
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1.1,,

Mr. Joseph Curtice, Mr. Josiah Niccols ; for Stratford.

Mr. Benja. Brewster, Lnt Tho. Leflingwell; for Norwich.

Capt. Wm Lewes, Capt. Jn° Stanly; for Farmington. -

Mr. Nehem. Palmer, for Stonington.

Cristo. Comstock, for Norwalk.

Ens. T110. Yale, Mr. John Hall; for Wallingford.

Mr. John Chapman, Mr. Wm Dudley ; for Saybrooke.

Mr. Wm Maltby, LIlt Eli. Stent ; for Brandford.

Samuel Willcoxen, for Simsbury.

Ens. Tho. Judd, for Watterbury.

Mr. Edward Griswold, for Kenilworth. ' '

Deacon WIn Johnson, Deacon John Grave; for Guilford.

LM Nath. White, for Midleton.

Capt. James Avery, Lnt Danll Witherly ; for New London.

Capt. John Minor, Lut Israel Curtice; for Woodbury.

Mr. Georg Gates, Joseph Arnold; for Haddum.

LInt Abram Brunson, for Lyme.

Lnt Ebenez. Johnson, Mr. John Hulls, for Derby.

Whereas this Court hath been interupted in the manage

ment of the Goverment in this Colony of Conecticutt, for neer

eighteen months past, and or lawes and courts have been dis

used ; that there may be no damage accrue to the pub. hereby,

It is now enacted, ordered and declared, that all the lawes of

this Colony formerly made, according to Charter, and courts

constituted in this Collony for administration of justice, as

they were before the late interuption, shall be of full force

and vertue for the future and till this Court shall see cause

to make farther and other alteration and provission according

to charter. '

And this Court doe farther order, enact and declare, that

‘all the present millitary ofiicers throughout this Colony are

hereby continued and established in their respective ofiices

according to law until] there shall be farther order; and all

the souldiers in this Colony are hereby required to be obedient

to theire respective officers, and to attend accordingly ; and if

there be anyvacancies or want ofany oificers in any Band, or they

be dissattisfyed with there present ofiicers, they may nominate

such others as they judg suitable in .their places, at the next
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I

session of this Court, who may receive such establishment as

shall be judged necessary.

T11is'Court doe order and appoynt Capt. Josiah Standidg to

take care of the Trayne Band of Preston, and to exercise them

in Peace and war, according to law; and they the Trayne band

of sayd Preston are hereby required to be obedient to him

accordingly.

T1llS Court made choyse of Major Ed. Palmes, Mr. Daniell

Witherly and Capt. James Avery to be Com" or justices of

.6116 peace for New London; and Mr. Mathew Griswold for

Lying, Mr. John Chapman for Saybrook and Kenilworth, Mr.

Rosewell for Brandford, Mr. Tho. Yale for Wallingford, Mr.

Richard Bryant and Capt. John Beard for Milford, Capt. Wm

Curtice, Mr. Jose[ph] Hawly, and Mr. Jeramy Judson for

Stratford, Capt. John Minor and Mr. Jos. Judson for Wood

bu1~y, Mr. Jehu Burr and Mr. John Bur for Fayrefeild, Capt.

Tho_ Fitch for Norwalk and Danbury, Captn Jonath. Sellick

and Lnt. Jonath. Bell for Standford and Greenwich, Capt“

John Chester for Wethersfeild, Mr. Benjamin Brewster for
Preston. i

[203] John Allyn is to administer the oath of assistant to

Capt" Newbery, and Mr. Bishop to administer to Capt“ Leet

and Capt. Rosewell their respective oaths, and Capt11 Mason to

administer the oath of Assistants to Major Winthrop, and

Major Gold to the Com" of that county.

Georg Graue is appoynted Marshall as formerly.

This Court doe order and appoynt Mr. John-Chapman and

Mr. Wm Dudley to take care that some thing may be don

towards the repayre of the Forte at Saybrook, and its left'

with them to doe what is necessary about the same provided

they exceed not the surhe of tenn pownds, which shall be payd

out of the next country rate.

This Court doe desire and appoynt the Treasurer to pro

vide for the forte at Saybrooke a barell of powder, upon the

countryes accot, and to send it to Mr. John Parker to be kept

in readiness for the defence of the country.

The deputies of this Generall Court by their vote did

declare, that in case any occasion should com on in referrence

U!
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to or charter or goverment, it is -theire desire that the Gov:

would call the Generall Court to consider and determine what

is necessary to be done, and doe not leaue it with the

Councill.

This Court doe appoynt the 4"‘ Wednesday of this pfsent

moneth to be kept a day of publique humiliation throughout

this Colony; the grounds and reasons are upon the file of this

Court.

A GENERALL Connr HELD AT HARTFORD, JUNE 13, 1689, BY

srncmnn onnnn or THE Govnnnon

Col. Robt Treat Esq‘, Gov‘. Capt. James Fitch,

James Bishop Esq’, Dep. Gov‘. Capt. Sam11 Mason,

Major Nathan Gold, Capt. Benj. Newbery,

Lnt Col. John Allyn, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

Mr. Andrew Leet,

Deputies are—

Ens. Nath Stanly, WIn Prince of Orange and Mary

Mr. Ciprian Niccols, princesse of Orange were proclaymed

Mr. Henry Woolcot, King and Queen of England, this

Capt. Joseph Fitch, day.*

Capt. Moses Mansfeild, This Court granted that Weath

LM Abram Dickerman, ersfeild trained souldiers shall for

Mr. John Burr, future be two disstinct foot compa

Mr. John \Vheler, nyes or traine bands.

Capt. James Avery, This Court granted that New

Lnt Daniel Wetherell, Haven trained souldiers shall be two

 

1‘ On the 13th of February, 1688-9, King William III. and Queen Mary accepted the

crown,——abdicated by James II. on the 11th of December, 1688, nearly two months

before. February 16th, an order in Council directed proclamations to be drawn, for

proclaiming their Majesties in the several Plantations. On the 3d of June, a sloop

arrived at New York from Barbadoes, bringing a London gazette, Feb. 14—18, contain-'

ing the King's Proclamation. (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 586, 586.) At nearly

the same time, “in the beginning of June,” as the writer of“ Will and Doom" states,

“ by one means or other they got a copy of the Proclamation,” in Hartford; “this

they improve for a stalking horse, to put a blind upon the people. ll‘ * So a general

convention (or Court) is called to meet on June 18th," &c.
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Capt. John Beard,

Capt. Wm Lewes,

Capt. Jn° Stanly,

Mr. Josia Niccols,

Lnt Tho. Lefiingwell,

Mr. John Chapman,

Mr. Wm Dudley,

Mr. Edw. Griswould,

Mr. Nehem. Palmer,

Capt. Dan. Harris,

Mr. Wm Cheeny, '

Mr. Christo. Comstock,

Deacon WIn Johnson,

Deacon John Graue,

Lut Jonath. Bell,

Ens. Georg Gates,

Joseph Arnold,

Mr. Wm Maltby,

Ens. Tho. Judd,

Lnt Israel Curtice,

Sarj. Samll Willcoxson.

disstinct foote companyes or traine

bands for the future.

This Court granted that with

what formerly is granted to make

the fort compleat at Saybrook, twen

ty pownds shall be payd out of the

publique treasury to Mr. Chapman

and Mr. Dudley to accomplish that

worke soe far as it will goe.

This Court haueing considered

the addresse* that hath been pre

pared and seuerall times read in

Court, doe order that it be signed

by the Governor and Secretary in

the name of the Court, and that it

be presented to his Matie by Mr.

Wrn Whiting, unto [w]home there

is now prepared a letter, to be sent

unto him with the address inclosed,

which is approved by the Court and

ordered to be signed by the Gov

ernor and Secretary in the name of

the Generall Court, and are on file.

This Court upon the motion of Mr. John Burr in the be

halfe of Albert Denny who is now in restraint for susspicion of

his committing of murder upon the body of an Indian woman,

and so many witnesses of both Indians and English being to

speake to the case, who are unfitt for trauell, this Court haue

declared and impowered the Gouernor to call a speciall Court

of Assistants to be held at Fayrefeild, to heare and determine

the same according to law, when his honour pleaseth, provided

sayd Dennee doe allso consent to and desire the same.

This Court by their vote declared that a letter should be
 

* Appendix, No. CXXXVIII. The draft, or copy, in For. Correspondence, I. 38, is

in the hand-writing of Mr. Allyn. It was drawn, says Mr. Bulkeley, in “Will and

Doom,” by one who “was an antesignanua in the Revolution,” and in its “sly in

croaching insinuatious,” he detects the “anguis in herba.” From Mr. Whiting’s

letter of August 12th, it appears that this Address was not presented to the King.

(Appendix, No. CXLII.)
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sent by the GentI1 chosen to goe to New York, unto Captn Les

ner, in answer to his.1L Item, it was voted that in the Gentle

men’s Instructions the number of men is left to the good dis

cression of the Gentll sent.

This Court confirms Samuel Tallcot Capt. of the Troop of

Hartford county, and Joseph Whiting Lnt of sayd Troop, and

Return Strong cornet, and Tho. Bissell Quarter Master of sayd

Troop.

Major Nathan Gold and Captn James Fitch were appoynted

to go to New York. Theire instructions are on file of this

Court.‘

This Court appoynts the last Wednesday in this moneth

to be solemly kept throughout this Colony, a day of pub:

Thankesgiveing, to prayse God: the particular occassions

thereof are on the file of this Court.

 

1 For the documentary history of the revolution in New York and of the subsequent

administration of Jacob Leisler, see Doc. Hist. of N. York, Vol. II; Documents Rel. to

Hist. of N. Y., Vol. III. On the 31st of May, Capt. Leisler, with 49 men of the train

band, took possession of Fort James, having Lcompelled Lieut. Gov. Nicholson to sur

render the keys. Six captains and about 400 of the militia joined him in arms, and

published a declaration of their purpose “ to keep and guard surely the said fort, in

the behalf of the power that now governeth in England, to surrender to the person of

the protestant religion that shall be nominated or sent by the power aforesaid.” A

committee of safety was organized, by which on the 8th of June, Capt. Leisler was

appointed captain of the Fort, and invested with authority to act against foreign

enemies and ‘ to prevent all disorders.’

On the 5th of June, Major Gold, of Fairfield, had written to Leisler, expressing his’

approval of the seizure of the fort, &c. To this letter Leisler replied, June 7th, (Appen

dix, No. CXXXIX,) and wrote a second letter, June 16th, (Doc. Hist. of N. Y. 4to. II.

4), but the latter was not received in season for the action of this Court. The letter

now ordered to be sent him is printed in the Appendix, No. CXL.

*No copy of them can now be found. A communication from Major Gold and

Capt. Fitch, to “ Capt. Leisler and the rest of the Captains that have been active with"

him, dated “ in the Fort of New York, June 26th, 1689 ” is printed in Dec. Hist. of N.

Y. (4to.) II. 10, and in Doc. Rel. to the Hist. of N. Y. III. 589, 590. They arrived in

New York in the evening of June 21st. The next day, at noon, William and Mary

were proclaimed by Leisler, from the printed proclamation which the Connecticut

delegates brought with them, first at the Fort, and afterwards, in the presence of the

mayor and aldermen, at the state house. (Doc. Re]. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 601, 614,

617.) Connecticut agreed to furnish ten men to assist in garrisoning the fort, and

these were sent to New York in July, and continued there until recalled by the General

Court in October.
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Oflice of Secretary of State.

I l)£l‘tbQ £BI'IifQ, that I have caused the foregoing printed

pages of this volume to be carefully compared with the orig

inal Records in this office; and that I find the same to be,

(except where otherwise indicated or -expressed,) a true,

full and literal copy of the said Records. .

Zlu tzstimung mbzrzuf, I have hereunto set my

hand and aifixed the Seal of the said State, at

Hartford, this 24th day of January, A. D.

1859.

L S.

J OHN BOYD ,

Secretary of State.
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No. I.

CAPT. WAIT wINTHRoP’s PETITION, IN BEHALF or THE PROPRIE

TOBS or THE NARRAGANSETT LANDS; MAY, 1678.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 124.]

To the Honored Generall Court now sitting in Hartford :

Whereas there haue bin severall persons within the Coloney

of the Massathusets that haue of late solisited my selfe with

som others of the proprietoHi of the Narragansett Countrye,"‘

that thay might vpon resonable termes procure conveniencyes

of settlement there, and that in order thereunto, the Proprie

tors would desire ‘this Honored Court that they would mani

fest their willingness that thay should dispose of theire lands

there, which would be for the benefit of this Coloney to have

townes multiplyed, and in som small mesure (the land being

planted) would recompence the charg the propriet" haue bin

at, and the greate trouble thay haue bin under in withstand

ing the Rode Islanders : whereby the seeming difference which

som of the inhabitants of the severall colonyes may aprehend

to be between this Honored Court and the said Propriet" may

be removed, which for the present seemes to be a hinderance

to theirs and others resolutions in setleing upon the lands in

the Narrogansett, and an incouragment to those of Rode

Island still to intrude upon the Propriet" right and disturb

the peace of this Colonye. My desire therfore, for the pub

lique good of this Colonye and in behalfe'of the foresd Pro

priet" is, that this Honrd Court would please to manifest their

 

’* Respecting the title and claims of the proprietors of Narragansett lands, under the

Atherton mortgages, see Volume IL, Appendix Vll. (pp. 541-545).
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aprobation of the said Propriet" indeavours to settle the

Countrye, and that they may without hinderance dispose of

the foresaid lands to those that shall desire a settlement there,

it being their desires to have it firmely setled under this Gov!

ment, and theire intentions that those places that are capeable

shall not be ingrossed into perticular men’s hands, but setled

into Plantations and so I shall alwayes remaine, Honored

Gentlm, your humble servant,

WAIT WINTHROP.

No. II.

GOVERNOR ANDROS T0 GOVERNOR LEETE.

[Reprinted, from Doc. Relating to the Hist. of N. York, III. 276.]

N. Yorke, 7*”r 28, 1678.

Honoble Sr

I received yor Perticuler Lettr of Date ye 18th Instant and

one jointly wth the CommissionH of the Collonyes* Last night

for wch I giue you thankes and shall be ready to‘ contribute

what may be fl'or the interest and Safty of yo‘ parts but ym

selues hauing treated_wth and since upon occasions sent mes

sengers to Demand Reparations of the Maquast do not find it

adviseable for me to act in sd Matters wthout some Emediatly

authorized ffrom you wch if you think proper I shall ifavour

them fl'urther as ffarre as you can expect to my powr and that

I may not bee wanting in any thing haue resolued if occasion

lfor further [aduise] arise thereupon for y6 publique good of

yoIr parts to meet at New Hauen or any other fiitt place be

tweene This and that when I hope I may allso have the oper

tunity of seeing yorselfe and remaine

To ye Governor of

Conecticutt.

 

#6 Which see, rinted with the Records of the Commissioners, Se t. 1678.

1 The Massac usetts Court, Oct. 1677, had sent letters to the ohawk sachems,

and to Capt. Salisbury, the commander of the Fort at Albany. See Mass. Rec. V.

165-168. In the summer of 1678, messengers were again despatched b Massachu

setts to the Mohawks, “ to require the delivery of the Indian captives taken in June,

1678, at Magunchog; unto which they returned dilatory and dissatisfactory answers.”

Id. 300. Gov. Andros was highly displeased at these attempts to treat directly with

the Indians, whom it had been his pohcy to “ deal with as being under or part of the

overnment ” of New York, and by no means to recognize as a treaty making power.

ee his letter to Mr. Blathwayt, in Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 272.
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N0. III.

GOV. LEETE AND MIR. ALLYN, COMMISSIONERS FOR CONNECTICUT,

TO GOV. ANDROS.

[War, I. 142, 0. Mr. Allyn’s copy.]

Hartford, Octobr 9, 1678.

Hon'"° S‘:

Vnto yo" of 7hm 25, 1678, these may serve to acquaint you

that the Com" of the other vnited colonys being adjourned

and gone, we haue transmitted yours after them, but doe con

ceive that their sence will be to aoquiess in what they have

allready done upon that subject and so not willing to be re

called into these parts, nor can we of Conecticott thinke it

adviseable to vrge it upon them, or to give your honor so

much trouble for another meeting at N. Hauen or elswhere

without them, vpon such a generall afl'ayre. We are not know

ing of any such treaty with the Maquaes, to be without the

priuity and allowance of some of your substitutes, and yet

nothing done by Maquaes to return the captiues nor seems

likely to be vnless by your honors advice and influence, which

doth not need the prsence of 0's to make that the more p'va

lent with them. Wherefore (allthough a salutative meeting

might be a fauoure unto vs) yet if nothing can be otherwise

done wth the Maquaes for restitution of captiues and quiet to

the country, we feare that such a partiall meeting will litle

avayle. Or greatest doubt is, that from these occations of the

Maquaes incursions we shall haue hard work to withhold all

Indians in these parts from prosecuteing their accustomed

revenges, which may proue hurtfull to English as well as to

Indians one wher or other. Or cheife argument dissuasive

hath been to tell them that a peaceable lining is very accepta

ble to or King and all his English Governors who desire to be

friends to peace both betwixt Indians and English subjects.

We allso tell them that we haue moued your Honor vpon that

accot to farther the quieting the country. All this we doc to

allay their reuengfull natures, which we trust may be accept

able to God and the King: but what will be the effect, we

must leaue in confidence of your complyant endeauoures for

so good an end, according to your better wisdom and manage

ment, Wth craueing your pardon and takeing leaue to sub
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scribe ourselues, Honble SI, Your affectionate neighbors and

humble seruants,

WILLM LEETE 0

Jon»: ALLYN

For the Honble Sr Edmund Andross Knight,

Gouernor of his royall highness Territories

in America, at Forte James in New York, dd.

I'D

 

No. IV.

ADDRESS TO THE KING. OCTOBER, 1678.

[For. Corres ondence, Vol. I. Doc. 11: in hand writing of Sec. Align, with occasional

inter ineations, (here marked by brackets,) in the hand of ov. Leete.]

To the King’s most Excellent Majestie,

The most humble Addresse of his truely loyall subjects

and suppliants, the Governor and Generall Assembly of his

Majesties Colony of‘ Conecticutt in New England, holden in

Hartford, October 10, 1678.

Dread Soveraigne.

Such and soe great have bin your Maties Princely favoIr

towards vs, especially in the gracious Charter that your Matie

(from your owne free motion and most ample grace) hath bin

pleased to grant vnto vs, your poore, yet loyall subjects, in this

your Collony, by which we are made very sencible of your

Royall care concerning our civill and religious liberties, as

allso of the great and singular benefits that we have enjoyed

by that eminent protection, all which hath greatly encouraged

and strongly moved vs, in conscience of duty, humbly and

hartily to offer vp or most sincere acknowledgments of your

Mail" great goodness towards vs, in those forementioned char

ter [bounds and] priviledges [which hath beene no small

ingagemt and incouragmt by wCh to defend and recovr the

whole, W" others that pYtended a pYt deserted the same].

Neither can we choose but reflect upon orselves that in [so

many] halcion dayes of great immunities vnder your gracious

shaddow, we have not, with bended knees, testifyed or vtmost

thankfullness [for such Royall favour]. But such have been

the overtures, by the death of or former Governor Winthrop,

and of late by the breaking forth of the warr with the barba

rous heathen, [have retarded till these troubles were ended],

of which we have now a hopefull issue, through the .help of

Almighty God, and the benefitt of your Royall countenance;
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for although as to 0r estates we are much impoverished thereby,

yet through God’s great mercy he hath given vs or lives for a

prey, whilest many of or neighboures round about vs have bin

made a desolation‘. And vnder God, we must acknowledge

ourselves debtors to your Matie; the greatness of your name

and power, with the gracious aspect thereof towards vs, being

a terror to or heathen adversaries. . Yet these troubles have

bin some hindrance to that or duty of timeous acknowledging

our thankefullnesse. And now what can we say before so

gracious a King, [but to beg that we] may we be admitted

humbly to prostrate ourselves at your Maties feet, wth earnest

beseeching the continuance of your princely grace, in the full

injoyment of [all the limits mentioned in] or sayd charter,

and the priviledges thereof, [that have] by your Royall selfe

[beene] granted to vs, 0If heirs and successo"; of which we

cannot but mayntaine assured confidence, from your gracious

letters at divers times sent vs for olr encouragement. And we

shall, as in duty bound, apply orselves constantly to the throne

of grace, for your Mati" long life and happy reigne over all

your kingdoms and territories, to the honor of the great God,

the good of his Church.

Soe begging your Maties pardon, we subscribe orselves, your

Majestie’s true and loyall subjects,

The Governor and Generall Assembly of yor Majesties

Colony of Cofiecticut,

Wm LEETE, Gov’.

In their name and by their order signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

For his most excelent Matie Charles the Second, King of

Great Brittain, France & Ireland, Defender of the Fayth &c.

No. V.

GOV. LEETE TO MAJOR ROBERT THOMSON.*

[War, Vol. I. No. 142, a.]

Hartford, Octobr 23, 1678.

Honrd S’: I am desired by or Genll Assembly to intreat so

much favoure from yourselfe as to be concerned on theire and
 

=l‘ Major Thomson was one of the referees to whom the adjustment of the charter

bounds between Connecticut and Rhode Island was submitted by Gov. Winthrop and

Mr. John Clarke, in 1663,—since when the Colony had had frequent occasion to ask

his offices, for the presentation of petitions and management of affairs in Eng

lan . (See Vol. II. pp. 96, 103, 338, 34-1.) He was one of the grantees of the town

ship of New Roxbury, (Woodstock,) and received a special grant of 600 acres, from
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our behalfe, either by your own hand or some other person of

worth that you judgmeet and can prevayle withall, to pYsent

this our humble Address into his Maties hand, wth the beseech

ing his Royall candor to pardon both or slownesse and mean

nesse therein, as comeing from his poore wildernes subjects

lately saved out of the hands of a barbarous enemie, and much

unskilled in makeing such a sublime prsentation of them

selves, yet could not in duty forbeare the adventureing to

make orselves knowne in the capacity of loyall subjects, vpon

confidence of findeing his Matie vnchangeable in the grace we

have formerly experienced. If any thing hereabout shall oo

cassion charge, we shall with all readinesse be responsible, and

remaync your obliged and thankefull servants.

Wm LEETE, on behalfe

~ as abovesaid.

Superscribed, These For the Honord

Major Robt Tompson Esqr, at

Newington, necre London.

N0. VI.

GOV. LEETE AND JOHN ALLYN TO SIR EDMUND ANDROS.

[War, Vol. I, No. 142, b.]

Hartford, Octobr 29"‘, 1678.

Honble Sf: Since the last from vs of Conecticutt, wee have

advice from or neighbors of Massachusetts that theire Genll

Court is very desireous of the release of those poore prayeing

Naticke Indian captives, on whome have been great costs ex

pended to encourage them in theire religious profession, and

doubtless if yourselfe could advantage the same, you might

expect a reward from the Lord of the harvest. Those of

Massachusetts have done their most allready, vnder the conduct

of Captain Salisbury; and if more were needed, we and they

are ready to send some suitable Gentn to wayte on you at

Yorke or elsewhere, if that can be conceived to ad to your

 

Massachusetts, in 1683, in acknowledgment of his ‘ good will and friendship ’ to that

colony. (Mass. Rec. V. 409.) By the settlement of the dividing line between Massa

chusetts and Connecticut, in 1713, Major Thomson's principal grants fell within the

latter colony, in what was then the township of Killingly, and in Oct. 1731, the Gen

eral Assemblv granted a patent for a tract of 2000 acres to “ Joseph Thompson Esq.

of the Inner Tern le, London, grandson and heir of the said Robert Thompson Es . of

the Parish of Sto e Newington, deceased,” (Col. Rec. Deeds &c. III. 639). he

name of Thompson was iven to the north parish of Killingly, in 1730; and when the

township was divided, in ay, 1785, the new town was incorporated by the same name.
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owne influence vpon the Moquaes accot, so as to make it be

the more elfectuall; upon your Honors signification of time

and place, we shall order some such to waite upon you ;

meanwhile it is still desired you would order their return and

save them from barbarian cruelties, the Maquas haveing sub

jected to your Honors Goverment and declared (as the Gentn

of the Massachusetts have informed vs,) that in your presence,

and upon your order they would deliver them.

If any farther or more universall treatment be then thought

expedient by yourselfe or by your Indians, we shall endea

voure to promoate it in time and place convenient. Hereof

we crave your Hono" answer so, soone as may be attained, and

remame,

Honble Sf, Your most affectionate

neighbors & humble servants,

WIn LEETE,

[Superscribed,] These for the Honble JOHN ALLYN.

Sr Edmond Andross Kn‘, Govern

or, &c. at Fort James in New Yorke.

 

N0. VII.

SIR EDM. ANDROS TO GOV. LEETE AND MR. ALLYN.

[War7 I. 143.]

Honble S". Both yors of the 9th and 29th past were

brought mee together the 14th instant, by James Shoare, wch

if not answer’d (as they are eifectually by my former, men

coned therein) you seeme by yo‘ so long delay and late send

ing them at this season of the yeare, (now past travelling

towards Albany) to expect no answer; however, saying you

doe, I shall (referring you to my former above men<?oned)

adde, that I doe not know that Captn Salisbury, corhander at

Albany, or any other in these parts, have beene otherwise con

cerned in your late transactions wth our or upper Indyans,

than in permitting them you employed to passe to or speake

Wth them (at Albany) to prevent further undcrhand dealings,

which might have proved worse; and (also) notwithstanding

inconvenience and charge to myselfe, I offered said meeting,

Wch (other endeavors having beene‘ ineifectuall) I thought

might resolve and remedy, or settle all said concernes; in wch

if mistaken, I submit, but should have been glad to have scene

you in any convenient place, and particularlyhere for it: and
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if you shall send fitt persons so authorized, I am still ready to

doe what is fitt for mee, to my power, to serve you accordingly,

as soone as season will permit and remaine,

Yor affectionate neighbor

& humble servant,

New Yorke,

Novembr 18th, 1678. E. ANnRoss.

For the Honble William Leete Esqr Governor & Mr. John

Allyn Magistrate & Secry of his Maties Colony of Conecticutt,

ComissionI8 for the United Colonyes, These, at Hartford.

 

N0. VIII.

ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, SUSPENDING INTERCOURSE

WITH NEW YORK DURING THE PREVALENCE OF THE SMALL POX.

[Colon. Boundaries, I. 127.]

Whereas ye holy providence of Cod hath brought that in

fection of y8 Small Pox into or neighbouring colony of New

Yorke as well as in the Massachusets, and that some persons

have allready brought the disstemper into this Colony from

both those Colony’s, which through the mercy of God hath

not yet farther spread; for ye prevention of the spreading of

y'3 infection, if it may so please God, it is ordered by the Govr

and Councill that whereas there hath been formerly order sent

forth for the examining of all vessells that came from such

ports in the Massachusets where y“ infection is, to prohibit

their landing till they had lycenss from authority, especially

if any were ill in such vessells; so they doe allso now see

cause to order and prohibit all and every vessell great or small

(that shall come from any porte in his Royall Highness terri

tories of N. Yorke, where the infection is,) from coming in to

any of our portes or harbours, wlhout lycenss from authority,

as they will answer the contrary at their perill; and that no

person or persons shall on land pass or repass to those places

that are infected, wthout speciall lycenss from some authority,

during the time of ye continuance of this contagion; and the

officers of our seaport townes, and the next adjoyning townes

to such places, are to take care that this order be duely attend

ed, as they will answer the contrary.

Dated in Hartford, Aprill 7, 1679.

p order of yE Govr and Councill, signed,

J. A. S[ecretary.]
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No. IX.

GOVERNOR LEETE AND THE COUNCIL; TO THE GOVERNOR AND

COUNCIL OF RHODE ISLAND.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 126.]

Hartford, Aprill 7, 1679.

Hone‘rd Gent“:

Or Com" lately passing through or Colony to Plymoth,T in

theire return fownd sundry of your people setleing in the

Narrogancett country especially in that part between Elsebeth

spring and Cowesett,1 whoe demanded of those they found

upon the place, by what authority they did so doe: theire

return was, by order of the Govermt of Rhode Island. Our

Gentn warned them to forbear setleing there (it belonging to

the authority of this Colony to setle those afi"aires there, that

place being circumscribed wthin the limits of 0r charter, and

the goverment thereof by his Malia comitted to this Colony,)

before they had expended too much in their setlement, wCh

would be but labor lost: wch to prevent we thought it not

amiss to give your selves timely notice hereof; and to desire

that you would not countenance any such incroachment upon

0-’ rights and liberties, but that you timely call back your

people from those parts above mentioned, for we cannot suffer

their continuance there in such a way, but according to' or

former declaration must call them to an acco‘: and if they be

sufferers and loosers in the issue, they may blame themselves

and their abettors in such an unrighteous setlcrnent. We

thinke it needlesse to recite ye severall argumts for 0r vnques

tionable title both to the Govermt and ppriety, wCh (esply

since the late war) is more ratifyed, and or duty for orderly

settling those pts now made more necessary and incumbent.

We have not to ad but or respects and that we are, Honord

Gent“, your affectionate freinds and neighbors, the Govr &

Councill of his Maties Colony of Conecticot; p their order

signed

JOHN ALLYN, SecYy.

These for the Honble the Govt & Councill of his _

Maties Colony of Rhod Island, at Newport, this dd.

* Present, “ Govr Leete, Major Tallcot, Capt. Allyn, Mr. Richards."

1‘ A meeting of the Comm’rs of the U. Colonies was held at Plymouth, Mar. 20-24th.

I In October, 1677, the General Assembly of Rhode Island granted 5000 acres in the

Narragansett country for a. township, incorporated as East Greenwich; 500 acres near

the shore of the bay, to be divided into house lots for fifty proprietors. R. I. Rec

II. 587,588.

34
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No. X.

FROM THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF RHODE ISLAND.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 128.]

Newport, 21st Aprill, 1679.

Honord Gentlm.

Yours of the 7th instant came to our hands, wherein wee

percive yor pressing forward that long difference between the

two Collonys under his Majesty, viz. Conecticutt and Rhode

Island & Providence plantations &c. which wee hoped would

not againe be raked up, or occasioned further dispute. Yet

since you are pleased to cothand those by us setled in the Nar

ragansett neer Coessett &c, and to forwarne them and their

abettors with threats, Wee answer that what wee have therein

done and for what further wee shall doe in the setlement of

the Narragansett and Niantick Lands, Wee have his Majtips

Authorety for; In which wee doubt not a Justifycation there

in, and our Righteous setlment thereof confirmed and approved

except only by those whoe under unrighteous pretences lay

claime thereunto; wickedly Iudeavouring to make strife and

debate for senister ends. Wee must owne you are of strength

sufficient to compell submission. But if you think his Majtie

will not relieve, maintaine and defend his subjects in their Just

and lawfull Rights from userpation, forceable and violent in

trusions, you may attempt any thing under the pretence of a

setlment. Gentlm, the absolute descision of this matter is

lodged with his Majtie, and how farr his Royall pleasure hath

been declared therein, you may read by his owne Royall detir

mination from Whitehall, 10th Aprill, 1666, in the 18th yeare

of his Majties Reigne, in these words following: And for the

better prevention of all diferences and disputes upon the

bounds and lirhitts of the severall Collonys, his Majties pleas

ure is, that all detirminations made by his Maj“H Cofifission

ers, with referance as to the said bounds and lirhitts, may still

continew and be observed, till upon a full Representation of

all pretences, his Majtie shall make his owne fynall detirmina

tion; And his Majtie expects that full obedience be given to

this signefication of his pleasurein all pertickulars.

Wee sincerely declare our reall desires is to hold fast peace

and neighbourly correspondence, and Resolve to keep and

maintaine our Pattent, the bownds and prevelidges thereof,

(as God in his infinitt Wisdom shall enable and direct us)

untill his Majti" finall determination be further knowne.

And for the prevention of what evill may emerge, Wee
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againe Apeale unto his Royall Majtie for a finall descission,

which wee hope you will likewise asent unto ; but if otherwise

an evill happen too late to be repented off, our consciences are

cleer before God, and ourselves before our King and country:

for it it is both Naturall and lawfull for men to defend their

just Rights against all userpers and Invaders.

Wee alsoe desire and forewarne you Exercissing any Au

thorety in our Pattent Jurisdiction: the bounds and lirhitts

thereof, wee are fully satisfyed you have certaine knowlidge

off, it being for some yeares past owned and submitted unto

by the chicfest in Authorety of yor Collony, to extend unto

the midle of the greatest streame of the River called Pawkaw

tuck (alias) Norrogansett or Narragansett River, beinge the

West boundery thereof: Otherwise wee shall take it an Intru

tion upon our Rights, and accordingly shall Indeavour our

Reliefe by adress unto his Maj“.

Wee think it needless at present to speake to your aprihen

tions of the late Revolutions more ratefying your claime as

you say.

We corhitt our cause to God, in whose hand is the disspos

sing and Issue of all things: And as afore, wee say; the whole

matter lyeth before his Royall Majtic for a finall detirmina

tion, and his Royall pleasure therein, as Loyall subjects, with

cheerfulnes shall submitt unto.

With our due Respects presented wee Remaine, Honord Genflm,

Yor Reall friends and Neighbours, the Governor and Coun

cell of his Majti" Collony of Rhode Island, Providence

Plantations & Kings Province.

By their Order signed,

JOHN SANFORD, Secretary.

To the Honolrble the Govenor and Councell

of his Majties Collony of Conecticutt,

These dd.

 

No. XI.

JOHN SAFFIN. T0 SECRETARY ALLYN.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 130.] .

Rhode Island, 23th May, 1679.

Capt. Jn° Allen.

Sf. Not long since, the Proprietors of the Narragansett

* John Safin, formerly of Scituate and, at this time, of Boston, was one of the com
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lands wrott to yor Honrd Councillsignificing the strange act

ings of Rhode Island men, in wch they still persist, and are

Resolved (as they say) to goe on to the uttmost to exert their

Authority against the pretensions of Connecticut & their Ad

herents, haveing kept me here aboue a fortnight in suspence

and at last haue pas’t a sentence against me most illegally

(Wch time at prsent will not permitt me to demonstrate) a

Copie whereof I haue here inclosed, the wch I must discharge

or lye in prison &c. And as I said, as they haue began so

they will goe on, & Mr. Smith is threatned to be the next

they will handle,T & so all those that owne Connecticutt Gov

ernmt & disowne Rhode Island’s, in those parts. Wherefore

S’, pray lett us heare from you by the first, what yor Resolues

are, for I have hetherto aserted yo‘ Governmt & mainetain’d

the Cause against them to the uttmost Extent according to

my Abillity and ye best advice I could gett; wch hath puzzl’d

& confus’d them very much, they being doubtfully fearefull

of the resentment of Connecticutt Governmt and those with

us concerned, touching the prmisses. All wch is certified by

him who is, S‘, Yor humble Servant,

JOHN SAFFIN.

You see by their sentence that all my

lands and estate within Rhode Island Colony is deelar’d for

fieted, so that it is high time for us to know whether those lands

in the Narragansett be in their or yor Colony, & here I must

abide expecting yor Resolue. And as it fares with me, so it is

like to bee with all ye Rest concerned there, seeing yor Gov

ernmt and 0r Estates all lye at Stake, and they threaten Ston

ingtown men about Pockatocke as they doe us.

Yors J. S.

Sf, since I wrott, the winde being contrary, I haue hastily

scribbled out severall copies of ye Court’s proceedings & sev

 

mittee of the Massachusetts proprietors, for the mana ement and disposal of the Nar

ragansett lands. In July, 1678, this committee publis ed an advertisement to all per

sons desirous ofsettlin townships on these lands, that they were read “ to treat and

agree on very easy an reasonable terms.” Thereupon, the Rhode Is and Assembly

forewarned all persons against being induced by these “falacions claimes of title and

government" _to enter on the disputed territory, on penalt of being “deemed as in

truders mollesters and disquieters of the peace,” and dea t with accordingly. (R. I.

Rec. Ill. 18, 19.) _Mr. Saflin was indicted, before the Court of General Trials at

Newport, for adhering to another Jurisdiction, and sentenced to pay a fine and forfeit

all his estate within that colony. (R. I. Hist. Coll. III. 103.)

1 Mr. Richard Srmth, in behalf of himself and the other proprietors, had petitioned

the King that the N_a1-ragansett lands might “be settled and restored unto” the gov

ernment of Connecticut, “ according to his Majesty’s precedent grant.” This petition

was presented to the King in council, Jul 3, 1678, and referred to the Lords of the

Committee of_Trade and Plantations. n July, 1679, the Rhode Island Assembly,

denonncmg th1s petition as “composed with man false, untrue and unjust charges,"

ordered the arrest and prosecution of Mr. Smit for his ‘unlawful actings’ in its

presentation. (R. I. Rec. III. 49-52.)
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erall passages of pleas made &c, by which you may judge wt

Justice we are like to haue of them yt judg in their owne case,

byased with prejudice and unparrallelld partiallity. Note, the

lawes of Enggland are held pleadable here in all respects.

J. S.

For the Wofppfull Jn° Allen Esq‘, Secretary to his

Majesty’s Colony of Connecticutt, These.

_N0. XII.

RICHARD SMITH TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 131.]

Capt. Aling, & worthy Sir: This acompaneyes Mr. John

Saueng’s Leter wherin you haue a full acot of all those un

iust procedings of Rhode Island agaynst those that aserts yor

right. I longe to here what your Court concludes one; pray

lett us here whatt we may trust unto; we must ether be pro

tekted or compleye with ouer adversareys: the latter being

sore against ouer minds, if forsed to it. As to what Rhode

Island pretends to haue favor in England, I knowe they lye or

haue they any asewerence of aney such thing. I writ you by

Mr. James Willett latly. My humbell serues to the honnored

Gour and all the honnord gentellmen with yourselfe.

Sir, I am your humbell seruent

Wickford, 26th May, Rlcud SMITH.

1679.

Rhod island setclls dayly in Naragansett: if no stop be

made, it will be hard to remoue them.

For the Worshipf“ Capt. John Aling

These, in Hartford, dd.

 

No. XIII.

LETTER FROM THE KING, concnnnuvc THE NARRAGANSET1‘ corm

TRY, so.

[For. Correspondence, I. 18.]

Charles R.

Trusty and Welbeloved We greet you well. Whereas in

pursuance of an order of our Privy Councill of the 4th of



270 APPENDIX.

December last,* directing our Welbeloved Subjects William

Stoughton and Peter Bulkeley, Agents for the Corporation of

the Massachusetts Bay in New England, to show by what au

thority or title Simon Bradstreet Deputy Governor and other

Inhabitants of that Colony, had by a printed paper called an

Advertisementfr dated at Boston the 30th day of July last,

laid claime to the lands of Narragansett and Niantic Coun

treys called the Kings Prouince; they the said Agents did

declare, that the Government of the Massachusetts is not at

all concerned in this Claime, but only some Inhabitants, who

had purchased those lands from the Indian Sachirns : And

whereas Our Welbeloved Subjects Randall -Holden and John

Green Deputies of the Town of Warwick in the Colony of

Rhode Island, haue certifyed Our said Privy Councill (of their

certain knowledge, as hauing inhabited that Countrey for aboue

forty yeares) that neuer any legall purchase had been made

thereof from the Indians by the Massachusetts or any others :1:

And there being likewise produced an Act of the voluntary

Submission of the Chief Sachim and the rest of the Princes,

with the whole people of the Narragansetts, unto the Govern

. ment of Our late Royall Father of blessed memory,§ together

-with two Declarations made by Our Com" on the 20th of

March, 1664, and 8th of Aprill, 1665,“ whereby it appeares,

that they had then receiued from some of the Principall Sa

chims of the Narragansett Indians, a Surrender of themselves,

their Subjects and their lands to Our Government and Dis

pose, not onley by their personall acknowledgments and sending

Vs Presents, but by putting into the hands of our said Goth

issioners the Deed aforementioned of the 19th of Aprill, 1644 ;

And that as for the pretended purchases made by Major Ather

ton and others of the Massachusetts Colony, Our said Corhis

sioners did then declare the said purchases to be void, ordering

the purchasers to leave the use and possession of those Lands,

and that the Magistrates of Rhode Island should exercise the

authority of Justices of the Peace in the Narragansett Coun

try, by them called the Kings Prouince, & doe whatever they

should think fit for the Peace and Safety thereof, untill Our

further pleasure should be knowne: We hauing taken the

Premisses into Our Royall consideration haue thought fit

hereby strictly to will and require you, to take care, that all

things relating to the said Narragansett Countrey or the Kings

* See R. I. Records, III. 62.

T Id. 18 from J. Carter Brown's Mss. See note on page 268, ante.

1 R. I. Records, III. 60,63. Id. 1. 134—136.

[I 3 Mass. Hist. Coll. I. 221; R. I. Hist. Coll. II. 179, 181; R. I. Rec. II. 59; Letter

from Carr, Cartwright & Maverick, in Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 97.
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Prouince, be left in the same condition as now they are, or

haue lately been in, as to the possession and Government

thereof. And the absolute and immediate Soveraignty, as

well as the particular propriety, of all that Countrey appear

ing by the Surrender of the Sachims to be vested in Vs, Our

further pleasure is, that you doe forthwith signify to all per

sons within your Government who pretend any right or title

to the Soyle or the Government of the said Lands, that they

doe with all speed & by the first convenience, send ouer hither

persons sufliciently impower’d and instructed to make their

right and title appeare to Vs; and that upon default thereof,

We will proceed to giue such Order for the Government and

Settlement of the said Prouince, as We shall judge to be

most consistent with justice, & the good of such of Our sub

jects, who already doe inhabit, or shall desire to make any

further improvement within the said Prouince.

And whereas We haue been alsoe humbly informed by Our

welbeloved Subject John Crown Gent.* that his Father Wil

liam Crown had sustained a great loss by Our surrendring

Nova Scotia unto the French, of part of which Countrey he

was proprietor, and therefore praying Vs to grant unto him

the Lands of Mount hope in New England, in compensation

thereof; and We hauing referred the consideration of that

his humble Suit to the Lords of the Corhittee of Our Privy

Councill for forrain Plantations, and hauing receiued their

opinion upon that matter, that it appeares to them, that the

said Land did belong to Sachim Philip and his adherents, &

was conquer’d by Our subjects of New England in the late

warr against the Indians, not without great charge and blood

shed ; We haue thought fit hereby to signify the same to you,

together with Our pleasure, that you forthwith certify unto

Vs, what right or title any of Our Colonies there may pretend

unto the said Countrey, and also the_ true extent, value, and

propriety of the said Lands of Mount hope, with the grounds

and evidences of their respective Claimes, if any shall be

made, that We may thereupon be enabled to give such further

direction and Order, as may suit with Our Royall justice and

 

* Col. William Crownc was admitted a freeman of Massachusetts in May, 1660.

The next year he was in England, and in Oct. 1662, the General Court of Massachu

setts, at the instance of Lord Say and Sele, granted him 500 acres of land in “acknowl

edgment of his great pains in behalf of this country”, at the court of Charles II. He

subsequently became an inhabitant of Mendon where he was invested with the au

thorit of a commissioner in May, 1669. lllass. Rec. IV. 60, 150, 434. Hutch.

Hist. . 220. His son John was for a time a member of the college at Cambridge, and

remained in New En land until after May 1661 (See his deposition, in Chalmers, 263).

At the court of Char es II. his talents and enterprise secured the patronage of Roch

ester and the favor of the Kin ; and these gavwzflpopularity to his poems and success

to his numerous plays. (See Notes respecting Ilham and John Crowne, in N. E.

Geneal. Beg. VI. 45-48.) -
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bounty. And We cannot upon this occasion but take notice

to you, that We haue not hitherto receiued from you or any

other of the said Colonies the least intimation, much lesse

account, of the Conquest, Clayme or Disposall of the said

Countrey; not doubting but for the future, you will be more

carefull to advertise Vs, or our Privy Councill, of matters of

this kind, & which doe any way relate to Our Prerogative

& Authority. And soe We bid you farewell. Giuen at our

Court at Whitehall the 12th day of February 1678-9 in the

one 8: thirtieth yeare of Our Reigne.

By his Majtieg corhand,

SUNDERLAND.

 

N0. XIV.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL* OF CONNECTICUT TO THE GOVERNOR

AND COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 132.]

Hartford, July 5*, 1679.

Honord Gent“.

Wee lately reced a letter, title Charles Rex, subscribed

Sunderland, dated White Hall, Feb. 12, 1678-9, whereby is

manifest from the complaint of the good subjects Captll Hold

ing & Greene,’r that all pretenders to Goverment or soile within

the Narrogancett Country must make their defence against

Rhode Island, whoe clayme both, and whoe were thought to

be, by some commissioners, to be best deserueing persons for

secureing and governing what was called by them Kings Prov_

ince &c. It therefore seemes expedient and dutifull for your

selues and vs to return somewhat suitably to defend the one

and the other of or pretences there: likewise it may not be

amiss for Massachusetts and Plimouth to alledge something

on behalfe of the land and money upon Mount Hope accot,

least all that be lost vnto one John Crowne, and so east be

turned into west. What other suggestions may be from these

or other male-content persons against the country in generall

we know not, but doe yet suppose it may be worth the while

for all to consult and consider joyntly and severally to make

some apology, and give an accot of the late war, to his Matie,

and therein to shew what haue beene the Rohde Islanders’

 

* Present,—“ Gov. Leet, Dept. Gov. Treat, Mr. Willys, Capt. Allyn, Mr. Richards,

Mr. Jo. Wadsworth,"

T See note on page 37, ante.
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superrogations and deserts, as allso what may be sayd to pre

vent the loss of all or Mount Hope. Wherefore vpon all the

premises wee propownd vnto yourselues and unto your Gouer

ment, with all the pretenders to propriety i11 any part of Narro

gancet Country, whither it might not doe well that a meeting

of the Comm’-S be called to Boston, and there all may conferr

of these matters and doe what shall be most adviseable; in

order whereunto and to farther your more mature delibera

tions, wee haue inclosed a coppy of sayd letter; praying _for

your guideance therein, as for ourselves; and with cheifest

respects take leaue and subscribe, Hononil Gent“, your loueing

freindes and confederates,

The Govr and Councill of Conecticutt,

p order signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secretry.

Postscript. Wee allso intreate you to transmitt the con

tents hereof to Plymouth Gent", together with your sence or

a.ppoyntmt about a Commissioners’ meeting, when it will be .

necessary* that the accot of the war and the benifits of the

conquest be consulted, that the returns of them from the

several colonys be not different but as near as may be one and

the same.

For the Honord Simon Bradstreet Esq‘, Govlr of the Massachu

setts, & his honord Councill in Boston, this dd.

No. XV.

SECRETARY ALLYN TO JOHN SAFFIN.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 133. “ A coppy of a Letter to Mr. Saflin.”]

Hartford, July 7, 1679.

Mr. Saflin.

Sf. These lines may acquaint you that or last Generall

Court in May resolued vigorously to pYsue the outing of the

Rohd Islanders from ye Narrogancett Country and to encour

age the planting of the s(1 country, so as might best accoma

date such as should plant there, and the mortgage men also,

and were very desireous to know what might accomadate the

mortgagers, and would have complyed so farr as reason did

require, and had appoynted a committee for those affayres,

but since a letter from. his Matie is come to hand (a coppy

 

* A meeting was held, in Boston, August 25th following, when an answer was

returned to the King's letter of Feb. 12th. See Records of Co1nm’rs.

35
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wrof is inclosed to your Gouerno'), which puts a difliculty

upon that matter; (it was procured by Holding & Green):

by that letter it looks as if while we are contending wth

Rohd Island about those lands, his Matie is inclined to take it

from vs both and to make a Province of it for himselfe or

bestow it upon some courtier, which may giue us trouble and

may much p'judice your interest there, if due care be not

taken to appeare before his Matie by some able and faythful

agents to make good 0* claymes, 0" of goverment and yours

of soyle. I doe think if yourselfe could goe, it might doe ex

ceeding well, who may joyne wth Mr. Harris and may doe

your business and 0" also eifectually. Or colony would

readily comply in answering their part of the charg. ‘If you

could not go, Mr. Wharton, or Mr. Richd Smith, would doe

excellently well. It will be needfull that all writings that

may help in the case be p'pared for such as shall be im

proved in y5 afi"ayre, and some testimonies from Plimoth

Colony I believe might be obtained to certify that Patuck

ett River was comonly known to be Narogancet riuer, which

is a remarkable river, by the known falls, WI the fresh water

falls into ye salt, and was the bounds (between Wasamequen

Sachem of ye Wampenoakes, and Canonicus and Miantoni

_moe, sachems of Narrogancett) of their countrys, as I haue

heard. Please Sr aduice wlb the Governor and Mr. Wharton

(to whom give my respects) about these affayres, and what

you shall judge adviseable hand an accot thereof to me. We

shall be at a loss to pitch upon suitable persons here to doe

the business. Your advice therefore about y° mode of man

agement, and persons to be imployed, and what charge will

be necessary to be expended about it, please to comunicate to

me by the first, and what your thoughts are is best to be don

for the prsent in refference to those intruders at Narrogancett

&c. I have not to ad but respects & that I am, Sf, your

Affectionate friend & seruant

 

JOHN ALLYN.

No. XVI.

“INDIAN TESTIMONY ABOUT PAWCATUCK AND NARRAGANSETT

RIVER.”

[Ccl. Boundaries, I. 135.]

These questions were giveuand answers taken from the
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Pequetts and some antient and noated Narragansetts, by Amos

Richardson and James Noyes,"‘ in the presence of Mr. Tho.

Minor, ComissionY, Aug. 15, 1679.

QUEST. How far the Pequod Countrey extends eastward.

ANSWER. Sucquiskheeg and Waquechichgun, two antient

Pequet indians, aflirme vpon their owne certaine knowledge

that the Pequet countrey was bounded eastward by Wequa

pang brooke.’y _

QU. Whither Paucatuck river was euer called Narragan

sett riuer.

ANS. Corman, an antient Narraganset counsellor, and

Tumsquash, Sucquiskheeg and Waquechickqun, antient Pe

quots, agree and affirme with the consent of many Indians

present that the river called Pacatuck river lies in the Pequot

countrey, and was never called Narraganset river to their

knowlidge. _ I '

Q. Whither Sosoi an Indian had any title to the land

called Squammacutt on the east side of Paucatucke river.

ANS. Corman and Pamotaquet, two noated antient Narra

gansetts, and Tumsquash, Sucquishheeg and Waquechickqun,

noated ancient Pequots, with many other Indians present,

affirme that Soso was a Pequott Captaine and noe Sachem,

and that he neuer was an owner of land, and ran to the Narra

ganset in time of warr: A11d tretcherously returned to Pequot,

and killed a great Pequot Cap‘, and the Narragansett Sachems

rewarded him with a bagg full of peagc, which bagg was

made of a young beare skin, and that they gave him noe land,

neither had he any right in Squammacut land.

Q. Where is the head of Paucatucke river. '

ANS. The abouesaid Indians all agree and affirme that the

head of Pacatuck riuer is a pond called Chipchug, which lies

above the pond called Acquibapaug.

Q. Where is the eastward bownds of the Narragansett

countrey.

ANS. Corman and Pametaquet and all the Pequot Indians

present, [which were many]" agree and [affirm] that the

river [near] Mr. Blackston’s house, which river is called in

 

*Mr. Amos Richardson, formerly of Boston, at this time residing in Stonington,

was a partner in the Atherton purchase or mortgaged lands. See Vol. II. 641. Rev.

James Noyes was the minister at Stonington.

f At or near the present line dividing the towns of Westerly and Charlestown, R.

1.; about four miles east of Pawcatucli River.

t Soso was the pretended proprietor of the tract called Misquamicut, on which the

town subsequently incorporated by Rhode Island, as Westerly, was settled. His deed

to the Rhode Island proprietors was made in June, 1660. See Potter’s Hist. of Narra

gansett, 242-250.

‘* The words in brackets, (which are illegible in the original,) are supplied from an

early copy by Sec. Allyn, printed in R. I. ist. Col. III. 265. .
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Indian Pautuck (which signifies, a fall), because there the

fresh water falls into ye salt water, and now a saw mill stands

there, is the devideing bownds betwixt the Narragancett coun

trey and the Wampanoags land.

A Pequot woman was the interpreter, called Hannah, who

well vnderstands the Indian language and English.

the marke of

HANNAH, (3) Indian interpreter.

Steph. Richardson and Jos. Minor being acquainted with

the Indian language and present, they doe attest vnto the

trew interpretation yL it is the substance of what was spoaken

by the Indians.

Steph. Richardson hath attested to the truth of this above

written vpon oath, that he rightly vnderstood it to be soe,

before me, Tno. Mmon, Com’.

Stonington, ye 15th Sept’, 1679. .

The CD marke of Simon, an Indian that can speake English

attests to the truth of what is above written.

That on the other side and yE above is a trew coppy of the

original. Dec’. 15, 1679.

p JAMES RICHARDS, Assist

 

N0. XVII.

GOVERNOR LEETE TO THE GOVERNOR AND MAGISTRATES or RHODE

rsmnn, (HOLDING counr AT wnsrnnnr.)

[Co]. Boundaries, I. 137. -Gov. Leete’s draft.]

N. London, Septr 16, 1679.

Gent.

Not haueing intelligence vntill now at N. London of yor rash

& pYsumptiue motions to -come & keep an atfronting Cort

wlhin the limits of Stonington, while we are keeping Cort here

for that County & some of those inhabitants are vnder surhons

hithr to be responsible, but doe not apear (as is supposed by

yor interruption, or occasion taken fr6 this intrusion of yo").

These things doe looke vpon vs more like incendiary actings

than a peaceable carriage of loueing neighbors, they being

done in a iuncture of great troubles in England, wch may

retarde an issue of or applications thither, where the matter

betwixt yorselues & us is depending, in obedience to his Maties

L’re vnto all the Colonyes respectively, -being the same (for

substance) as we are informed; wherevpo wee have been will
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- ing to sit silent for the interim, & 10th to vse violence to repell

yor incroachm", although you doe continue thus to be vrgeing

vs therevnto : but wee cannot now in duty omit hereby to send

& make ptestation against this and all other yor illegall & irreg

ular vsurpations of authority & incroachments within our iust

& knowne Pattent limits, & this before yor prtenses haue had

an indifferent hearing & determination in England.

Gent: We would request you not to be too hasty to driue

on comotions, so imediately after or late troubles wth barba

rians, to begin intestine vexations amongst Christian neighbors ;

yet haneing thus freindly giuen notice and made ptest, we

take leaue & subscribe Orselues,

Yor loueing freinds & neighbors

WILLM. LEETE, Govr, with

consent of the County Co" assembled.

To the honord Govr or other

authority of Rhode Island,

if pYsent at Squamacuck.

 

No. XVIII.

GOVERNOR CRANSTON TO GOVERNOR LEETE.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 136.]

Westerly, one of the fronteer Townes in the Kings Majlieu

Province the 17th of September, 1679; At a Court then

and there held, in his Majestie’s Name.

Gentlm.

Wee received some lines beareing date SeptembI 16"], 1679,

in an open pamphlett by the hands of Mr. Thomas Minor,

(the 17"] instant in the evening) said by him to be sent to us

by yorselfe, the truth whereof wee very much questioned;

first, because the superscriptiian is directed not mentioning

the Governors name, nor the Collony he belongs to; 2ly,

because the lines doe import untrue charges, together with

threats of violence which if wee were certaine the lines were

written from yorselfe to us: yett niether flattery nor threats

can withdraw us from or loyalty, nor deterr us from execut

ing the King’s businis in his Province according to his Royall

Cmhands: into which upon all occasions yoYselves have striven

to intrude; notwithstanding his Majties decission of the mat

ter, in or pattent, as alsoe his Maj"H Honorble Comissioners

Orders; as if you would violate their actions, in contempt of

_his Maj“; which said orders are mentioned to you in his
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Majti" late letter: which cannot bee deemed but as a justefi- -

cation of our proceeds, and the contrary to you. And whereas

you say the matter is depending in England, you know wee

have severall times, according to oIr Pattent, signefied 0r

Apeale to his Majtie unto you, by or Letters, whereunto you

have refussed to answer, as by yor Letters may be made to

apeare. Furthermore bee it knowne to you, Wee come hither,

only to continew the jurisdiction of his Majties Province, as

wee have formerly done, and not to sett up a new one; al

though you, in yor violent intrussion have compelled the

inhabittants to the contrary; which wee hope for the future

you will forbeare: therein you will give occassion for us to

Remaine,

Yol’ friends and Neighbours,

[JOHN CRANSTON, Govt]?

To the Honord William Leete, Governo‘,

' At New London if there, or elsewhere,

These, p Mr. Thomas Minor.

No. XIX.

ADDRESS T0 THE KING, ocrosnn, 1679. -

[For. Corresp. I. 16.]

To the Kings most excelent Majestic.

The most humble addresse of his truely loyall subjects and

supplyants the Governor and Generall Assembly of his Maties

Colony of Conecticutt in New England, holden at Hartford,

October 9, 1679.

Dread Soveraigne:

Such and soe great haue been your Mali" princelyfavourep

towards vs, especially in the gracious charter that your Matie

(from your owne free motion and most ample grace) hath

beene pleased to grant vnto vs your poore yet loyall subjects,

‘in this your colony, by which we are made very sencible of

your Royall care concerning our civill and religious liberties,

as allso of the great and singular benefits that we haue en

joyed by that eminent protection, all which hath greatly en

couraged and strongly moved vs in conscience of duty humbly

and heartily to offer up or most sincere acknowledgments of

your Maties goodness towards vs, in those forementioned char

-__‘___.§*___

* The signature has been torn off.
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ter bownds and priviledges, which hath been no small engage

ment and incouragement to vs by our armes against the

enemie to stand in the defence of those parts ; neither can we

choose but reflect upon orselues that in so many halcion dayes

of great immunities, vnder your gracious shaddow we haue

not with bended knees testifyed or vtmost thankfullness for

such Royall fauoure ; but such haue beene the overtures by

the death of or former Governor Winthrop and of late by the

breakeing forth of the war with the barbarous heathen, as hath

hitherto retarded; but of that war we have now a hopeful

issue through the help of Almighty God and the benefit of

your royall countenance; for although as to of estates we are

much impoverished thereby, yet through God’s great mercy

he hath given vs or lines for a prey whilst many of or neigh

bours round about vs haue been made a desolation; and vnder

God we must acknowledge orselues debtor to your Matie, the

greatness of your name and power with the aspect thereof

towards vs being a teror to olr heathen adversaries; yet these

troubles have been some hinderance to that oIr duty of time

ous acknowledging or thankfulnes. Yet now being by your

Maties Letter dated at White Hall, Feb. 12 1678-9, comanded

to appeare before your Matie by or agents to make good 0'

claym to the soyle and gouerment of the Narrogancett coun

try, what can we say before so gracious a King, but to beg

that we may be admitted humbly to prostrate orselues at your

MamHI feet with earnest beseeching your princely grace y' we

may be continued in the full injoyment of all the limits men

tioned in or sayd charter, and the priviledges thereof, wch

haue by your Royall selfe been granted to us, of heires and

successors; and that 0r messenger, Mr. Wm Harris (who is

impowred by vs according to your Majesties order afoarsd),

may find fauoure with your Ma"°, who can informe fully the

expences we haue been at in the last Indian warr both as to

money and loss of men, as allso the advantages obtayned,

which hath formerly been certifyed to the right honble Earle

Sunderland by the comrs of Massachusets, New Plimoth and

this Colony, from Boston, August last.’It

Great S‘, so great haue been the assurances we haue reced

of your princely fauours to this your poore colony by your

gracious letters diuers times sent vs, that we cannot but be

greatly encouraged to hope for a continuance of your Royall

fauoure vnto vs, and we shall as in duty we are bound apply

orselues constantly to the throne of grace for your Maties long

life and happy reign over all your kingdoms and territories,

to the honor of the great God and the good of his church.

* See Records of Comnfra, August, 1679.
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So begging your Majesties pardon, we subscribe orselues,

Your Mali" true and loyall subjects, the Govr and Generall

Assembly of your Mati" Colony of Conecticutt.

WM LEETE, Govr.

In their names & p their order signed,

Jonn ALLYN, Secry._

 

No. XX.

GOVERNOR CRANSTON TO GOVERNOR LEETE AND THE COUNCIL.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 138.]

Honord Gentlm.

These are to informe you that this Assembly have thought

it very necessary to run the westerly line of this his Majesty’s

Collony of Rhode Island and Providence plantations and

Kings Province, the said line (as wee concieve) boundinge

the east part of Conecticutt Collony;" and in order thereto

have appointed men to runn the sayd line, and to begin on

that worke on the first Teusday in March next cominge, if

wether be sutable, or else the next faire seasson, in which

worke yor loveinge and neighbourly complyance and asistance

is heartely desired by yor Loveing Friends and Neighbours:

By order of the Gen11 Assembly of his Majesties Collony

of Rhode Island and Providence plantations and Kings

Province, held at Newport the 29th of October, 1679.

Jo“ ORANSTON, Govr.

To the Honord William Leete Esqui' Governor

and the Rest of the Councill of his Majlies

Collony of Conecticutt, These.

 

No. XXI.

GOV. LEETE AND COUNCIL TO THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF

RHODE ISLAND.

[Col. Boundaries I. 139. Draft by Secretary Allyn and James Richards.]

Hartford, Decembr 11"‘, 1679.

Honord Gent“:

Yours of the 29th of Octobr last past we haue this day re

 

>k R. I. Rec. III. 73; where the order is recorded under the date of Nov. 10th. It

is, however, subsequently referred to, as made in October. (Id. 80). In March, the

order Was renewed, the prosecution of the work having been deferred “ by reason of

the wetness of the weather and the height of the rivers and ponds.” (Id. 81.)
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ceiued, and take notice that you haue appoynted the first

Tewsday in March next to runn the line between this his

Ma"°= Colony of Conecticutt & the Colony of Rhode Island &

Providence plantations & King’s province. In answer thereto

we returne, that we know noe other bownds but what is stated

in his Majestyes gratious Charter granted to this Colony of

Conecticot, which we are fully satisfied in, but inasmuch as

you rest not therein but haue giuen us great disturbance,

and his Majesty hath taken soe much cognisence as to deter

min that case himselfe, in obedience to his comand we are

by the first oppertunity sending an agent or agents for

England to defend or right agt yor vnjust demands, and doe

by these giue you notis that you may accordingly send yo"

fully impowered that the controversy soe long depending may

receiue its full issue.* In the meane time and till such desis

ion we shall run noe other line then as above mentioned, and

doe judge you will not without or consent presume to run any

other within or jurisdiction. In expectation of your comply

ance herein, we shall giue noe farther trouble, but subscribe

o'selv_es, Honord Gent“, Your friends and neighbours, the

Gouernot and Councill of his Maties Colony of Conecticutt.

p yIr order signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secry

These for the Hononil John Cranston Esqr, Gov‘ of his Maties

Colony of Rohd Island and Providence Plantations, to be

communicated to the honoured Councill of that Colony, at

Newport in Rhode Island, this dd.

No. XXII.

FROM THE LORDS OF THE COUNCIL, TO THE GOVERNOR AND MAGIS

- TRATES.

[For. Correspondence, 1. 14, a.]

After Our hearty Commendations. Whereas John Wam

pus alias White, has, by petition humbly represented unto his

Maty, that he is, by marriage of Anne the daughter of Roma

 

* On receipt of this letter, the Rhode Island Assembly app0int_ed_ a committee to

draw up a. letter to the King, in which they write: “ But now in this Juncture of tune,

we haveing received an intimation from the Collony of Connecticut. concer_mng their

intention to send an Agent or Agents to plead their cause before your MaJesty, and

we may endeavour, by extraordinary expedition to render us ne hgent or defective;

they giveing us no account of the time when_they would send.” u a postscript, dated

Jan. 6th, they complain that “ William Hams was soe secret private in his yoy

age " that he did not let them know of his going to England until after he had sailed.

R. Rec. LlI. 76-78, from J. Carter Brown's Mass.

36
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nock, late Sachim of Aspatuck & Sasquanaugh,"‘ upon the

death of the said Sachim, become sole proprietor of those

tracts of land where the Town of Fairfeild in y8 Colony of

Connecticut is built, That the Pet" said Father in law did

about Nineteen years since deliver up ye possession of the

said Lands to the Petr, who some time after, sold part thereof

unto Captain Denison, Amos Richardson & others of Conecti

cut Colony, for the surhe of Three-Hundred and Fifty pounds

or thereabouts ; and that by the evill practices of Major

Nathan Gould and other Inhabitants of Fairfeild, he is not

only kept out of his just rights, but was also imprisoned by

them in May last, when he went to demand possession of his

Estate ; Witliall complayning of y8 great hardships and mis

erys he and other Native Indians are subject unto by the Laws

of that Colony. His Maty taking into his gracious considera

tion the miserable condition of the Petr, and declaring his

Royall Pleasure that not only the Petr but all such Indians of

New England as are his subjects and submit peaceably and

quietly to his Ma‘Li Government, shall likewise participate of

his Royall Protection, \Vee do by his Mats expresse commands

signify the same unto you, requiring you to do the Pet1r such

justice as his case may deserve, and for ye future to proceed

in such manner as his Mats subjects may not be forced to

undertake so long & dangerous Voyages for obteyning Justice,

which his Ma‘? expects shalbe speedily & impartially adminis

tred unto them upon ye Place. And so, not doubting of your

ready Complyance herein, Wee bid you heartily farewell.

From ye Councill Chamber in Whitehall, the 28 day of March,

1679.

Your loving Friends

ANGLESEY

AILESBURY J. BRIDGEWATER

FAUCONBERG

J . ERNLE

CLARENDON

Jorm NICHOLAS.

To Our Loving Friends the Governor

and Magistrates of his Ma“ Colony

of Conecticut in New England.

“ Recd May 17, 1680.”

* In Towns & Lands, 1. 196, there is a letter from Richard Thayre to Gov. Leete,

g1f1.E;§<§ atvlvlartford, July 25th, 1681, stating, that he was “employed by the executors

o in_ n ampers to make inquisition after the estate which his father Romanoak ve

hrm: at the suggestion of some persons in or near Fair-field, he had applied to $m.

H_1ll, recorder or the town, for further information, “ who said he had the evidences in

his 01};st0dy, but would not deliver them nor copies thereof, without advice of Major

Gold. On the 22d of July, he summoned Mr. Hill to give his evidence, before author
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No. XXIII.

SIR EDMOND ANDROS TO GOVERNOR LEETE.

[Colon. Boundaries, II. 41.]

Honble Sf. Being advised of an Order or warrant from

yourselfe and some of Assistants sent to Fisher’s Island, I am

much surprized at yor intrenching upon his Maties Letters

Patents to his Royall Highnesse, as well as the Graunt by

Governor Nicolls to the Honble John Winthrop Esqr (late

Governor of Conecticutt), for said Island: Which Island and

graunt, it is my duty to assert, as much as this or any other

part of the Government; and therefore desire, that you will

without delay recall said Warrant or Order, and forbeare any

the like proceedings for the future, to prevent greater incon

veniences; and remaine,

Yor affectionate Neighbour & humble

Servant,

E. ANDROSS.

New Yorke, 29th March, 1680.

To the Honble William Leete Esqr Governor of his Majtiel

Colony of Conecticutt, These, at Hartford.

For his Matias speciall service. MATTHIAS NICOLLS, Secry.

No. XXIV.

SIR EDMOND ANDROS TO GOV. LEETE‘AND THE ASSISTANTS.

[Miseellaneous, I. 1.]

Honble Srs : Being informed by DeposiEons here taken

upon oath that Coll. Goth hath been and is still kept and con

sealed by Capt. Joseph Bull and his sonns in the Towne of

Hartford undr the name of Mr. Cooke, the sd Goth and C011.

Whaley (who is since dead in yor parts) haveing been persued

as Traitors, that I may not be wanting in my duty, doe hereby

 

ity, which he refused to do. The townsmen of Fairfield had forewarned him not to

stretch any line within their township without satisfactory reasons given them, &c.

He asks an order from the Governor, for measuring land and doing all lawful acts for

the discovery of the truth. The Governor and Assistants in reply, July 25th, declare

their allowance of all lawful acts, in this as in other cases, such as to grant copies of

records, take testimony and the like, “ but for to suffer strangers to draw lines within

townslrups without order or consent of the town, we think not safe to encourage.”

A grant from “ Romanock of Aspetock" of “ one percell of land commonly called

by the name of Aspitock”,to his dau hter Praske, called by the English AnnI dated

Sept. 11th, 1660, is recorded in Col. so. of Deeds &c. I. 290.
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give you the above intimaEon, noe ways doubting of yo\‘ loy

alty in every respect, and remaine,

Honble SIS,

Your affectionate neighbour and

humble Servant,

E. Annnoss.

New Yorke,

May 18¢, 1680.“

Presently upon receipt of this letter, June 10“, 80, the

Gov‘, Major Tallcott & the Secretary being (when they received

the letter) together, ordered the Secretary to send forth a

warrant to the constables of Hartford to make search for sd

Col. Goff, in the letter mentioned, which was done accordingly

before we parted. The coppy of ye warrt :—

To the Constables of Hartford. \Vhereas Sr Edmond An

dross Governor of N. Yorke, by his letters to us just now

received, hath certifyed to vs that Capt. Jos. Bull & his sonns

of this Town doe conceale Col. Goffe under the name of Mr.

Cooke, These are therefore in his Matieii 11ame to will &

require you and strictly to charge & command you, upon sight

hereof, to make diligent search in the houses, barnes, out

houses, & all places therein, for the sayd Col. Gotfe, and if

you find him or them or any stranger in their or either of their

houses, you are to aprehend him or ym in safe custody, to con

vay them to the Governor, that they may be examined and

dissposed of according to his Maties pleasure formerly declared

to us; and you are allso to make search in all places wthin

your limitts where they may be any (or the least) susspition

that they may be hid or concealed, and you are to make return

of the serving hereof to the Governor vnder your hands.

Hereof you may not fayle, as you will answer the contrary at

your perill. Dated in Hartford, June 10"‘, 1680.

. p order of ye Govr &c. signed,

p Jom: ALLYN, Secretry.

 

* “For the Honobh John Leete Es r, Governo', and the Assistants of his Mali" Col

lony of Connecticutt att Hartford, ese. For his Mali" Special Service, Matthias

Nicolls, Seer."

The informer was one John London, formerly of Windsor; who deposed, A ril 20th,

1680, that Ca t. Jose h Bull Sen. had, for several years past kept privatel) , at his

own house in artfor , Col. Gotfe, who went by the name 0 Mr. Cooke; that the

deponent and one Dr. Robert Howard, of Windsor, saw said Goffe, at Capt. Bull’s

house, in May, 1679; that the de onent took measures to seize him and carry him to

New York, but that one Thomas owell, his neighbour, disclosed his plans to Major

Talcott and Capt. Allyn,—who caused the de onent to be arrested, charged him with

conspiring against the colony, and forbade im to leave the county without license,

&c. Deposition in N. Y. Col. Mss. XXIX. (Published by Dr. F. P. Hough, Albany,

1855.)
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No. XXV.

THE GOVERNOR AND ASSISTANTS TO GOV. ANDROS.

[Miscellaneous, I. 2.]

Hartford,'June 11"‘, 1680.

Honble SI‘: Although we must acknowledg or engagement

vnto your Honor for giveing us intimation of what had been

offered to yourselfe respecting his Matie-B service, we should

have taken it well had your Honor been pleased to have given

vs an accot of the names of the informers (which yet we desire

you would be pleased to doe speedily,) and we doubt not but

to give you sufficient sattisfaction to cleare it vp that we are

much abused by those falls reports concerning the good people.

of this place. For the prsent we know not how to acknowledg

any thankes to the informers, who, (by the efl'ect) seem to

have acted vnder gross misstakes (possibly) to delude your

Honor & cast reproach vpon o'selves of this place; for that we

being upon a solemne occasion* together when we received

your letter, & information therei_n, we forthwith dispatcht a

speciall warrant to or constables and marshall, to make a

dilligent search after the person mentioned; whoe being upon

oath, returned they had with all care and dilligence made the

sayd search but could find no such person as was mentioned

nor any stranger that in the least could be susspected to be

any such person. After the search, or people were amased

that any such thing could be susspected at Hartford. But

the father of lyes is or enemie, & doth instigate his instruments '

to maligne this poore colony, but we hope the Father of lights

will vindicate vs in his due time; and we pray your Honors

neighbourly charatie in the meane space, with due witness

bearing against all that endeavoure to abuse with falls news

and stories; as is done by ofselves in such case, otherwise

enough of such matters had not been wanting against neigh

boures to rays had blood, by ill persons, betwixt such as desire

to mayntaine good correspondency with or professed freinds

that are neerly scituate to vs in this wildernesse. We have

not to ad but or respects to your Honor & that we are,

Honbha Sf, Your affectionate friends & humble servants,

The Governor & Assists present,

p their order signed, JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

These for the Honble Sr Edmun Andross Knt and Govr of his

Royall Highness’ Territories in Americah, &c.

* Gov. Andros’s letter probably found the magistrates athered about the death-bed

of Hon. James Richards. His will, witnessed by Mr. Al yn and Mr. Samuel Talcott,

was executed on the 9th of June, and he died on the 11th,—the day on which this

reply bears date.
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No. XXVI.

ABSTRACT OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE SEIZURE AND IMPRIS—

ONMENT OF STEVEN RICHARDSON, BY THE AUTHORITY OF RHODE

ISLAND, ac.

In July, 1677, Mr. Amos Richardson, of Stonington, con

veyed to Thomas Wells, then of Ipswich, shipwright, a tract

of about 180 acres, in the disputed territory on the east side

of Pawcatuck river,—in payment for which Mr. Wells agreed

to build one or more vessels, of 50 tons in all. After he had

taken possession of the land, he was warned off by the author

ities of R. Island, as an intruder, and refused to fullfil his

agreement until Mr. Richardson should establish his title or

satisfy him for the loss of his land. In September, 1679, Mr.

R. sued Wells, at the New London county court, for non

performance of contract, and in March, 1680, attached his

person and estate, to answer damages to the amount of £300.

The attachment was served by Steven Richardson, (son of the

plaintiff,) constable of Stonington. Meanwhile, Wells had

submitted to Rhode Island, and taken the oath of fidelity, as

an inhabitant of Westerly. Priv. Controv., I. 159—163.

Warrant to the constables of Westerly, signed by Gov. San

ford and Dep. Gov. Clark, (Newport, May 15, 1680,) to appre

hend Steven Richardson, “ inhabiting in the town of Westerly,”

and bring him to answer “ for contempt of his Majesty’s author

ity in the abovesaid colony, in presuming to execute the place

and oflice of a constable or deputy constable within said colony,

on or about the 27th day of March last, by seizing the body of

Thomas Wells, of said Westerly,” &c. Col. Bounds., I. 141.

Mittimus or warrant to Edmund Calverley, general sergeant

and keeper of the jail in Newport, to take into custody the

body of Steven Richardson, until he give sufficient bond to

answer at the next general court of trials in Newport, &c.

Signed by Gov. Sanford and Dep. Gov. Clark, July 6, 1680.

Ibid. 140.

Letter from the Governor and Council, July 6, 1680, to

Gov. Sanford and the Council of Rhode Island,—sent by Mr.

Amos Richardson. They are at a loss to know what is meant

-“ by such violent and surreptious actings,” which “look like a

notorious affront to his Majesty’s Government in our hands by

charter.” In obedience to the King’s commands, Connecticut

had sent an agent to England, to plead their right to the Nar
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ragansett country, and, until the result should be known,had

“ suspended meddling on the other side of Paucatuck River,

choosing rather to be sufl"erers pro tempore, than to manifest

the least shadow of disobedience or neglect towards our Sove

reign.” But if this forbearance is thus abused, “then shall

we be forced to vindicate and retaliate, in equivalent motions:

yet before we attempt so, we thought meet to send this, as our

advice and expectation,” that Mr. Richardson be returned to

his home, without damage, and that R. Island desist from all

further meddling on the west side of Pawcatuck river, till the

King’s pleasure be known. Ibid. 142.

In reply, Gov. Sanford and Dep. Gov. Clarke write from

Newport, July 9, 1680, that they had only done their duty to

his Majesty &c.; a complaint having been made to them that

Steven Richardson had executed the office of a constable with

in the bounds of the colony of R. Island, without being legally

authorized by that government, they could do no less than

grant a warrant for his apprehension, in order to a trial “in a

legal and peaceable manner.” They shall in no wise endeavor

to damnify any of his Majesty’s subjects, much less their neigh

bours, &c.; and desire Connecticut to forbear to make any

intrusions into the jurisdiction of Rhode Island. Ibid. 143.

Declaration and Protest of the Governor and Council, July

15, 1680, against the illegal seizure of Mr. Richardson ; di

rected “ to the marshall, to publish in Stonington, on the east

and West side the River.” They “ do, in his Majesty’s name,

hereby straightly charge and prohibit all persons whatsoever

within the limits of the said township of Stonington, that they

nor any of them, on or in the place aforesaid, do not nor shall '

not, now nor hereafter, receive any power or ofiice from the

aforesaid authority of Rhode Island, not yet exercise any

power or authority in any degree in subordination to the said

authority of Rhode Island &c., neither yield any obedience to

any such authority in any thing whatsoever,” &c. Ibid. 144.

The Governor & Council of Rhode Island write to the Gov

ernor and Council of Connecticut, July 23, 1680, that they

had received information that several persons belonging to

Connecticut, “ upon the 21st instant, before sunrise, came unto

the house of Joseph Clarke, of Westerly,” “ and in a hostile

manner, as thieves and robbers, by force and violence, did

break down the door of said house, and thereinto by strong

hand enter and forced away the said Joseph Clarke a prisoner;

saying they had authority from Connecticut so to do ; a copy

of which he desired, which was.denied him with many words
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of derision, void of Christianity.” “ Such inhumane, violent

and disobedient intrusions, if true,” speak the intention of

Connecticut to subvert the established government,—“ of

which we do warn you to take care, for in all likelyhood if

you persist in these your furious, unwarrantable practices, you

may cause blood to be shed, of which, for filthy self lucre, it

is feared some of your Colony ravenously thirst after,” &c.

Connecticut is reminded that the eastern bounds of her char

ter had been positively set and defined by his Majesty; by the

proclamation of the Royal Commissioners, Mar. 20, 1664, and

by the subsequent confirmation by the King, of the acts of his

Commissioners, April 10, 1666 ; and that these, as well as his

Majesty’s letter of Feb. 12, 1678-9, speak “ his royal com

mands for government to remain as now it is or lately hath

been.” They require the return of Mr. Clarke to his habita

tion in peace again, and that his Majesty’s subjects in Connec

ticut should “ desist from such rebellious courses.” Ibid. 145.

Letter from the Governor and Council of Connecticut, in

reply to the preceding, July 29, 1680. The charge of blood

thirstiness &c. “ seemeth very unneighbourly and exceeding

cross to that rule, doe as you would be done unto : The ofiicer

(who was sent to Stonington to publish the Council’s protest

against the incroachment of Rhode Island, and who appre

hended Mr. Clarke for unduly exerting or pretending author-_

ity in the seizure of Mr. Richardson,) had been called to

account “ for any deriding, inhuman or unchristian words

used as you suggest, which the person himself seized denies to

remember and saith that he was civilly treated by him all

along, and the officer denies that any such speeches were

uttered by him as you mention.” “As for the argumentative

part ” of the letter, the matter of charter bounds “is a case

at law to be decided by our superiors, and there we are ready

to answer secundum aljegata et pr0bata.” The decision of the

Commissioners in 1664, could not be regarded as binding, nor

was the King’s confirmation, (easily obtained, when no counter

plea was presented by Connecticut,) final and conclusive. Con

necticut had never relinquished possession “ nor yet had a

judicial act passed orderly upon them, only we have hitherto

been molested by your insulting intrusions and acts done con

trary and destructive to your so much pretended agreement,”

&c. Ibid. 150.

Recognizance of Mr. John Wheeler, of New London, July

29, 1680, to the Colony of Connecticut, in the sum of £200,

for the appearance of Mr. Joseph Clark, “ of Stonington,” to

surrender himself to Daniel‘ Garret, keeper of the gaol at
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Hartford, on the day before the meeting of the October Court

ofAssistants. Endorsed by Secretary Allyn, as “ by the Court

made null and void,” Oct 8, 1680. Ibid. 145.

Steven Richardson’s Petition to the Governor and Council,

Oct. 5, 1680, to consider his trouble and charge, ever since he

was at Hartford, about the last of June. In the beginning of

July, he was seized and carried to Rhode Island, where he-.

remained in prison until the third Tuesday in September.

Though the Rhode Island Court imposed no fine upon him,

“ yet the recorder and the attorney that did plead against him,

as they said, in the King’s behalf, would have of him fifteen

shillings, and the marshal, five shillings; all in money, for

they would take nothing else.” His ‘imprisonment had cost

him five pounds in money, and prevented him from attending

to his business or making provision for wintering his cattle.

Ibid. 152. '

[Records of Court of Assistants, I. 30.]

“A Court of Assistants held at Hartford, October 7th 1680.

Wm Leet Esqr, Govt.

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Dep. Govr, Mr. Steven Richeson

Mr. Samuel Willys, complayning to the Gover

Major John Tallcot, nor and Magistrates that by

Capt. John Allyn, one Babcock, called Con

Mr. James Bishop, stable, and one Mr. Joseph _

Mr. John Wadsworth, Clarke, he was surprized in

Mr. Wm Joanes, his owne house & by them

Capt John Nash. with some others forcibly

taken from his house and

hurryed to Rhode Island, and there committed to prison, for

seruing a warrant upon one Wells, in the towne of Stoneing

ton in this Colony, the marshall was sent to arrest the sayd

Babcock and his abettors and bring them before the Gover

nor and Assistants ; sayd Babcock being sick was not seized,

but Joseph Clark being brought here, and now appearing

before the court, it did by his own ‘confession and other evi

dence appeare, that he did assist the sayd Babcock in seizing

the sayd Richeson and carrying of him to Rhode Island, which

to us appears a great violation of the authority by his Matie

invested in this colony and contempt of -his Ma"" commands,

in his letters of Feb‘? 12, 1678-9, which hath occasioned great

trouble and damages to vs; for which we do adjudg him to

pay a fine of tenn pownds to the publique treasury of this

colony, short of the charges we have been put to .and what the

case might justly require; the which he payeing or giueing
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good securety to be accordingly payd, with the prison keeper’s

fees and charges, this court doe order his release.”

N0. XXVII.

[For. Con-esp. I. 20.]

A MEETING OF THE GOV’ AND COUNCIL IN HARTFORD, JULY

15, 1680.

Wm. Leete Esqr, Govt. The Governor and

Major Robt Treat Esq‘, Dept. Gov‘. Councill doe approve of

Mr. Sam11 Willys, the answer to the 27

Major John Tallcott, ' Questions sent to us by

Mr. Wm. Joanes, the Right Honble Lords

Capt. John Allyn, of the Councill,T and of

Mr. James Bishop, the letter drawn to Mr.

Capt. John Nash, Blathwayte,:§: and doe

Mr. John Wadsworth, - order that they be drawn

out faire by the Seeretry, and signed by the SecYy in the name

of the Govr and Councill, and sent over by the first oppertunety.

Also that the letter drawn to the Honble the Secretary of

State§ be drawn fayre, and signed by the Govt, and sent over

by the first oppertunety, wth all such coppyes of writings as

the GovernoIr shall judg necessary to be sent with it.

' The protest also drawn up against the unjust molestations

and intrusions of authority of Rohde Island within or Charter

limits at Stonington,|| is to he signed by the SecretYy in the

name of the Govt and Councill, together with the warrant now

prepared to seize Job Babeock and his ayders that seized

Steven Richardson, which is allso to be signed by the Secretary

in the name of the Govr and Councill. The warrant is to be

directed to the Marshall, whoe is allso to publish the Protest.

The letter drawn up for LIPt~ Mason and LM Minor is to be

7 signed by the Secry in the name of the Govr and Councill, and

sent to ym by y5 Marshall.

It is also desired that ye govr would please to write to Mr.

Wharton to desire him to endeavoure the redemption of Mr.

Harris and to assure him that if the occasion do require it we

will alow 501i towards it, we being only engaged to help redeem

him ;

 

*The Rhode Island Assembly, Oct. 27th, voted thirteen pounds, ten shillings, to

Mr. Clarke, in recompence of his damage sustained by the unjust sentence ’ of the

Court at Hartford. R. I. Rec. III. 92-3.

1 Nos. 28-30. I No. 31. § No. 32. I] Col. Boundaries, I. 144; p. 287, ante



APPENDIX. 291

If or part shall com to so much, and if it doe amount to

more we will not be wanting to attend or duty in making good

payment for ye same. '

N0. XXVIII.

LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR TRADE AND FOREIGN PLANTATIONS.

[For. Corr. 1. Doc. 14, b.]

After our very hearty commendations vnto you: His Ma

jestie having been graciously pleased to corhitt to a select

number of His Privy Council, whereof Wee are, the care and

mannagement of things relating to His Forreigne Planta

tions ;”‘ and it being necessary that all Governors and Command

ers in chiefe do returne us a frequent account of the state and

condition of their respective governments ; Wee do now think

fitt to recommend unto you severall Heads of Inquiry con

cerning His Majestie’s Corporation of Connecticott; where

unto Wee expect your speedy and particuler ansiver. And

that Wee may bee able to carry on Our observa6ons and

knowledge, and bee still in a capacitie to give his Majestic a

true representation of alfaires and occurrences therein, Wee

pray and require you to transmitt unto Us, a clear and full

account of the present state of the said Colony, and so from

time to time, of what shall happen in relation to His Maj estie’-s

service, upon the distinct heads aforesaid: and generally of

all things which you in your discretion shall judge necessary

for Our full information, and for the better discharge of the

trust reposed in Us.’[ And so, not doubting of your care in

the performance hereof, Wee bid you heartily farewell.
 

* By an order in Council, March 12th, 1675, all such matters relating to Trade and

Plantations as had been under the cognizance of the late Council of Trade and For

eign Plantations, were referred to a committee of the Privy Council, consisting of the

Lord Treasurer, Lord Privy Seal and 19 others,—who were directed to report from

time to time, to the King in Council. The affairs of the Plantations were managed by

a similar Committee, in the reign of James II. (Brodhead’s Introd. to Doc. el. to

Hist. of N. York, III. xiv.)

T The Lords’ Committee ordered, April 8, 1678, “ as to New England, that some ar

ticular queries be prepared which may lead to those informations co_ncermn em

which may give light into their behavior, soe as to guide their Lordships in a vising

his Malic to such method for the settlement and re lation thereofas may best conduce

to his Royal Service." (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. ork, III. 258.)
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From the Councill Chamber att Whitehall, this first day of

August, 1679.

Your very loving friends,

ARLINGTON

Essex

FAUCONBERG

H. COVENTRY

J. ERNLE.

Wm Blathwayt.

To the Govern‘: of His Mafi" Corpora6on of

Cofiecticutt in New England.

 

No. XXIX.

[For. Corr. I. 18.]

HEADS OF INQUIRY TO BEE SENT TO THE GOVERNOR OF HIS MAJES

TIE’S COLONY OF CONECTICUTT IN NEW ENGLAND.

1. What Councills, Assemblies and Courts of Judicature

are within your Corporation, and of what nature and kind '3

2. What Courts of Judicature relating to the Admiralty ‘Z

3. Where the Legislative and Executive Powers of the Gov

ernment are seated?4. What Statutes, Laws and Ordinances are now made and V

in force ?

5. What number of Horse or Foot are within your Govern

ment, whether they bee Trained Bands or Standing Forces;

how they are armed, divided, and exercised?

6. What Castles and Forts are within your Corporation,

and how situated and fortified ; as also what Stores and Pro

visions they are furnished withall ?

7. What number of Privateers or Pyratts do frequent your

Coast; what their burthens are; the number of their men,

and gunns ; and the names of the Commanders ?

8. What is the strength of your bordering Neighbours,

whether Indians, or of any other Nation, by sea and land ; and

what is the state and condition of their Trade and Commerce?

9. What correspondency do you keep with your Neigh

bours ?

10. What are the Boundaries, Longitude, Latitude, and

Contents of Land within your Government; and what num

ber of Acres patented, settled or unsettled; and how much is

manurable land ?

11. What are the principall_ Townes and places of Trade:
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and what manner of Buildings are most used in your Corpo

ration, as to the strength and largenesse of them ?

12. How many Parishes, Precincts, or Divisions, are within

your Government?

13. What Rivers, Harbors and Roads are within your Cor

poration: and of what depths and soundings they are?

14. What Corhodities are there of the production, growth

and manufacture of your government, and of what value

yearly, either exported or consumed upon the place ; and

what materials are there already growing, or may bee pro

duced for Shipping: as also, what are the commodities

imported, and ‘of what value yearly ?

15. Whether Salt-peter is or may be produced within your

Corporation: and if so, in what quantities, and att what rates

it may bee delivered in England ?

16. What number of Merchants and Planters, English or

 

Foreigners, Servants and Slaves; and how many of them are

men able to bear Armes ?17. What number of English, Scotch, Irish or Forreigners I

. have (for these seaven yeares last past, or any other space of

time) come yearly to plant and inhabit within your- Corpora- .

tion. And also, what Blacks and Slaves have been brought

in within the said time, and att what rates ‘Z

18. What number of Whites, Blacks or Mulattos have been

born and christened, for these seaven yeares last past, or any

other space of time, for as many yeares as you are able to state

an account of ?

19. What number of Marriages, for seaven yeares last past,

or any other time, for as many yeares as you are able to state

an account of ?

20. What number of people have yearly dyed within your

Government, for seaven yeares past or any other time, for as

many yeares as you are able to state an account of ?

21. What estimate‘can you make touching the Estates of

the severall degrees of Merchants and Planters within your

Corporation? And how you may compute the wealth of ye

Corporation in generall '?

22. What number of Shipps, Sloops or other Vessells do

trade yearly to and from your Government, and of what built

and burthen ; and whether there bee any belonging to the

Country ?

23. What obstructions do you find to the improvement of

the trade and navigation of your Corporation ‘Z

24. What advantages and improvements do you observe,

that may bee gained to your trade and navigation '2

25. What Rates and Duties are charged and payable upon
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any goods exported out of your Government, whether of your

own growth or manufacture or otherwise, as also upon goods

imported? And likewise what other Revenue doth or may

arrise within your Corporation, and how the same are applyed

&c.‘?

26. What persuasion in Religious matters is most prevalent ;

and among the varieties, which you are to expresse, what pro

portion in number and qualitie of people, the one holds to the

other ?

27. What course is taken for the Instructing of the people

in the Christian Religion ? How many Churches and Minis

ters are there within your Government, and how many are

yett wanting for the accomodation of your Corporation ? What

provision is there made for their maintenance; as also for

relieving poor, decayed and impotent persons; and whether

you have any Beggars or idle Vagabonds ?

By command of the Right Honble The Lords of His

Matiea Most Honble Privy Councill appoynted a Com

mittee for Trade and Forrein Plantations,

WM. BLATHWAYT.

No. XXX.

ANSWERS TO THE QUERIES, &C.

[The original draft (by See. Allyn) is in For. Corr. I. 19: recorded, in the volume of

" Copies and Letters,” pp. 34-43.]

1. Answ. (1.) We have yearly two Generall Courts, ac

cording as they are stated in his Maties gracious charter granted

to this Colony.

(2.) We have two Courts of Assistants, which consist of

the Govr and six Assists, which are for the tryall of capitall

offenders and for the hearing of all appeales, with a Jury.

(3.) Our Colony is divided into four countys, and in each

county there are two county courts annually, consisting of

magistrates with a jury, to hear and determine all actions of

debts, slander, and of the case, and criminall matters of lesser

nature.

(4.) As there is any speciall occasion, the Govr calls his

Assistants, who are his councill, to meet and consider of such

matters as fall in, in the intervall of the Gen11 Courts, and to

order and determine the same.

2. Answ. We have litle traflique abroad and small occas- _

sion for such a court, and so have not considered or stated
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any such court at p\‘sent, distinct from the rest; but it is left

wth ye Court of Assist“.

3. Answ. The Legislative is onely in the Gerill Court, and

the Executive in those appoynted courts as before.

4. Answ; We have herewith sent you one of our Law

Bookes, wherein are what lawes were in force when we printed

them; since which some few orders have been made, but are

not yet printed, and so have not sent them. Your Lordshipsmay

please to take notice that in our preface to 0r lawes we say we

have been carefull not to make any repugnant to the statute

laws of England, so far as we understood ym, professing orselves

alwayes ready and willing to receive light for emendation or

alteration as we may have opportunety. What we then sayd

is or present purpose, and shall be our practice, as occasion

requires.

5. Answ. For presentwe have but one Troope setled,which

consist of about sixty horss; yet we are upon raysi_ng three

Troopes more, one in each county, of about 40 horss in each

Troope. Our other forces are Trained Bands. There is a

Major in each county, whoe commands the militia of that

county, vnder the Govr for the time being, whoe is the Gen

erall of all the forces w"1in our Colony. The whole amount

to 2507. The names of our severall countyes are

Hartford county, where are about 835 Trained soldiers.

N. Haven county, where are about 623 Trained soldiers.

N. London county,where are about 509 Trained soldiers.

Fayrefeild county, where are about 540 Trained soldiers.

Totall, 2507.

Our horsemen are armed wth pistolls and carbines. The

foot souldiers with muskett and pike. For the prsent, in or

late warrs wth the Indians, we found dragoones to be most

usefull, and thereforedmproved about 300 of them in the ser

vice, to good successe.

6. Answ. We have one smale Forte within our colony, which

is at the mouth of Conecticot River, at a place called Say

brooke [where our fortifications are not over strong, though

c0nsidemble]*; and of stores of provission are but slender, we

haveing townes about it that can convay provission to it upon

all occasions. Other good harbours we have, and one espe

cially at a towne called New London, formerly called Pequot,

neer which the English of Conecticott obtayned a memorable

victory over the Pequots, the first and most fatal blow the

* These words are crossed out from the original draft.
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Indians received from the English in N. E. till the late warr

in ’75 and ’76. The harbour lyeth about a league up the

river, where the towne is. Ships of great burthen may com

up to the town and lye secure in any winds ; where is great

need of fortifycation, but we want estate to make fortification

and purchass artilery for it, and we should thankfully acknowl

edg the favour of any good benefacto" that would contribut

. towards the doeing of something towards so good a worke.

7. Answ. It is rare that ever there comes any here on

these dangerous coasts, only about two years agoe there came

a French Captaine called Lamoine,* wth 3 ships, one of which

wintered at New London, and in ye spring went off to sea ; [and

one ofthem he carryed to Yorke: the other was sunk at Y0rke.]1'

8. Answ. As for our Indian neighbours in this Colony, we

compute them to be about 500 fighting men. As for our

neighbours of Yorke, Massachusetts and Plimouth, we sup

pose they are to answer the same Questions, and know better

what their strength and the number of the Natives is amongst

them. As to the French, we are strangars to them, and know

nothing of their strength or commerce.

Our cheif Trade, for procuring of cloathing, is by sending

what provissions we rays to Boston, where we buy goods with

it, to cloath vs. ~ '

The trade wth the Indians in this Colony is worth nothing,

for by reason of warrs they have wth other remote Indians

they get litle pelfry.

9. Answ. We have neighbrly correspondence wth N. Pli

mouth, [indifi"erent w"‘] ye Massachusetts, and, since Sr Edm.

Andross is come to Yorke, or correspondency wth him is not

like what it was with his predecessors in that government [by

reason of his demands he makes upon 0' limits and ill titles

he lays upon ns].t As for Rhod Island, we have not so good

correspondence with them as we desire.

 

10. Answ. Our Boundaries are expressed in our Charter.

As to the number of acres setled or unsetled, or how much is

manureable, we cannot guess ; the country being a mountain

ous country, full of rocks, swamps, hills and vales. Most that

is fitt for planting is taken up. What remaynes must be sub

dued, and gained out of the fire as it were, by hard blowes

and for smal recompence.

it ‘_‘ About fifteene (yeares ago," wrote Edw. Randolph to the Lords of the Commit

tee, in May, 1689, “ aptain l‘Moin a Frenchman bron ht in two or three very rich

Dutch prizes worth above one hundred thousand pounds. Mr. Richard Wharton one

of the Agents sohciting for the Charter, (if in England) was L’Moins Atturney. He

was a eat undertaker for matte d t f ' .‘ .Hist. OgrN' York In‘ 582, py an promo er 0 irregular trade ’ Doc Rel.to

1 Crossed out from the original ma.
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11. Our principle Townes are Hartford, vpon Conecticutt

river; New London, upon Pequot river; New Haven, and

Fayrefeild, by the sea side: in which townes is managed the

principall trade of the colony. Our Buildings are generally

of wood; some there are of stone and brick: many of them

of good strength and comelynesse, for a wilderness, both those

of wood, stone and brick: [many 40 foot long and 20 foot

broad, and some larger ; thre'e amlfour stories high.]*

12. Answ. We have 26 small Townes all ready setled in

0' colony, and in one of them we have two churches.

13. Answ. Betweene ye Naraganset River, or east bound,

and Mamaronock Rivulet, or western hound, are these Rivers

following:

(1) The River of Conectioott, at the entrance of which

there is but about 10 or 12 foot at high water. Vessells of

fifty or sixty, sometimes 80 tun, will goe up sixty mile in that

river, to the town of Hartford; but by reason of flats and

falls they canot goe above six mile beyond Hartford.

(2) New London or Pequot River, wher a ship of 500 tunn

may go up to the Towne, and com so near the shore that they

may toss a biskit ashoare: and vessells of about 30 tunn may‘

pass up about 12 mile above N. London, to or neer a town

called Norwich. .

(3) At New Haven and Fayrefeild, ships of three hundred

tunns or bigger may come in to ye harboures.

(4) At Guilford, Milford, Norwalk, Stratford, Standford,

Ry, vessells of about 30 or 40 tun may come in; and they

are pretty good tide harbours.

14. Answ. The Comodities of the country are Wheat,

Peas, Ry, Barly, Indian Corn, and Porck, Beif, Woole, Hemp,

Flax, Cyder, Perry, and Tarr, deal boards, Pipe Staves,

Horses; but to say the yearly value of what is exported, or

spent upon the place, we cannot. The most is transported to

Boston, and there bartered for cloathing. Some small quan

tities directly sent to Barbadoes, Jamaicah, and other Caribia

Islands, and there bartered for suger, cotton wool and rumme,

and ‘some money; and now and then, rarely, some vessells

are laden wth Staves, Pease, Porck, and Flower, to Maderah

and Fyall, and there barter their comodities for Wine. We

have no need of Virginia trade, most people planting so much

Tabacco as they spend. Our wheat haveing been much

blasted and of pease spoyled with wormes for sundry years

past, abates much of or trade.

=7‘ Crossed out.

38
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18' Answ. We can give no accot of the perfect number

Of elthel‘ born; but fewe blacks; and but two blacks chris

tened, as we know Of.

19- Answ. We can glve no perfect aocot of it

20' Ansuh This we cannot give accot of; but as to the

lncreese, take as followeth:

n the year 71 our numbers of men were 2050

In th year 76 our numbers of men were 2303

In the Year 77 our numbers of men were 2365

In the year 78, our numbers were 2490

In the Year 7 our numbers were 2507

21. Answ As to the Estates of the merchants we can
make 110 g ess 0 them but as for

1at1on m
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so chargeable to mainetaine, that they are not valued in the

‘ above mentioned summ.

22. Answ. It is rare any Vessells come to trade with us,

but what come from Massachusets Colony or N. Yorke; but

sundry of their vessells doe come and transport or provission

for of merchants to Boston.

Our own vessells are as followeth:

In Standford, 1 Pinck of 80 tunn & 1 Sloope of ten tunn.

In Stratford, 1 Sloop, 12 tunn.

In Milford, 1 Pinck, 80 tunn; 1 Bark, 12 tunn ; 1 Ketch,

50 tunn.

In N. Haven, 1 Pinck, 60 tunn; 1 Sloop, 30 tunn; 1

Ketch, 24 tunns; 1 Sloop, 12 tunn; and 1 Sloop, S tunn.

In Brandford, 1 Barque, 30 tunns.'

In Kenilworth, 2 Sloops, one 18 tunn, one 14 tunns.

In Saybrook, 2 small Sloopes.

In Midleton, 1 Ship, 70 tunn.

In Hartford, 1 Ship, 90 tunn.

In Lime, 1 Ketch, 70 tunn.

In N. London, 2 Ships, 1 70 tunn, 1 90 tunns; 3 Ketches

about 50 tunns apeice; & 2 Sloopes, 15 tunn apeice.

In Stoneington, 1 Sloop, tenn tunn.

23. Answ. The want of men of estates to venture abroad,

and of money at home for the management of trade, and

labour being so deare with us. I

24. Answ. If so be Hartford, New London, New Haven

and Fayrefeild might be made free ports for 20 or 15 yeares,

it would be a means to bring trade there, and much increase

the navigation, trade and wealth of this poore colony.

25. Answ. We take no dutys of goods exported out of or

goverment nor of any goods imported, except 011 wine and

liq", which is i11c0nsiderable and improved towards the main

tenance of free schooles.

26. Answ. Our people in this Colony are, some strict

Congregationall men, others more large Congregationall men,

and some moderate Presbeterians; and take the Congrega

tionall men of both sorts, they are the greatest part of people

in the Colony.

There are 4 or 5 Seven-day men, in or Colony, and about

so many more Quakers.

27. Answ. (1) Great care is taken for the instruction of

ye people in.the X“n religion, by ministers’ cattechizing of

them and preaching to them twice every Sabboth dayes and
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sometimes on Lecture dayes; and so by masters of famalyes

instructing and eattechizing their children and servants, being -

so required to doe by law. _

(2.) In or corporation are 26 Townes, and there 1s one and

twenty Churches in y'". _ '

(3.) There is in every towne in our Colony, a setled minis

ter, except it be in two townes new begun, and they are seek

ing out for ministers to setle amongst them.

(4.) For the maintenance of the ministers, it is raysd upon

the people by way of rate, and it is in some places 100li

p annum, some 90“., some 80“., some 60; but in no place

less than 50“. p annum, as we know of; and so the proportion

raysed is according as the occasion of the minister calls for it

and the people’s ability will alow.

(5.) For the poore, it is ordered that they be releived by

the townes where they live, every towne providing for theire

own poore; and so for,impotent persons.- There is seldom

any want releife; because labour is deare, viz. 2.911. and som

times 2sh. 6d. a day, for a day labourer, and provission cheap,

viz. Wheat, 48/L. bush. Winchester measure; Peas, 3sh. bush.;

Ind. corn, 2sh. 6d. a bush.; Porck, 3d. p 1b.; Beif, 21d. p 1b.;

Butter, 6d. p lb. ; and so other matters proportionable.

(6.) Beggars and vagabond persons are not suffered, but

when discovered bound out to service; yet sometimes a vaga

bond person will pass up and down the country, and abuse

the people with false news, and cheate and steale; but when

they are discovered they are punisht, according to the offence.

Hartford, July 15, 1680. WM. LEETE, Governor.

p order signed, p JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

 

N0. XXXI.

FROM THE oovnmvon AND oounorr or oormrorrcur, ro THE

LORDS or THE COUNCIL.‘ '

[Original draft (Sec. Allyn’s), in For. Corr. I. 19.]

These for Wnu Blathwayte Esq’, at the Plantation Oflice, at

Wlntehall dd, p him to be delivered to the Right Honhle

the Lords of his Ma“B’B most Honblo Privy Councill.

Right Honble :

Your letter of the 1st day of August, 1679, we have

received, and it is gratefully accepted p vs that such Honble

personages as your selves are pleased to take notice of vs your
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Hono" poore countrymen in so remoat a part of this wilder

ness, and that you are soe studious to promoate o\’ publique

good. We have returned a brief answer to those Questions

your Hono" have been pleased to- require 'an Answer of us

unto; with all plainness and truth, and hope it may be accept

able to your Hono". You may farther please to understand,

that we are but a poore people. We have lost and spent much

of or estates in the last Indian war. Or expence, wth or loss,

cannot be estimated less then 30,000L., and no other advantage

gayned by it then the riddance of some of or bad neighbours

[and what lands they possessed would be taken from us by

Rhode Island, who disbursed nothing in the war].* In or

' Answers you will understand or way of living; for the most _

part, we labour in tilling the ground, and by that time a yeare’s

travell & labour hath gathered some small parcell of provision,

it is transported to the market at Boston, and then half a crown

will not produce so 1nuch goods of any sort as 10d. will in‘

England. Besides, for sundry years past, the holy provi

dence of God hath smitten vs, year after year, will blastings

and mildews, wrby we have lost a great part of or wheat every

year; and these 3 or 4 last yeares there is a worme breeds in

or pease, which doth much damnify them. So that we are

like (by reason of 0r losses at home and the hei htened price

of goods from abroad) to remaine a poore, but oyall, people;

and we humbly request your Hono" to represent vs soe to his

Sacred Mam. And if by your Lordships’ mediation, his Matie

be pleased to cast any rayes of his favoure upon vs, and grant

vnto vs that New London and some others of portes, might be

made free portes for 20, 15,or ten yeares, it would be a great

means to move men of estates to trade and setle there ; it

. would bring trade thither, so that the wealth of this his Mafi"

colony would be encreased, and his Matie in the conclusion

receive no damage thereby.

Right Honble, we request your pardon for our boldness

herein, and desire that we may enjoy your favoures, and that

you would graciously be pleased so to tender us that we may

be upheld vnder your Honor" shadow, in the full injoyment

of all those priviledges and immunities his Ma“? hath been

pleased to grant vnto vs; and for your Hono" we shall ever

pray, and remayn

Your Hono" most obedient and dutifull

Servants,

The GovIr & Councill of Conecticott,

Hartford, July 15, 1680. WM. LEETE, Govr.

 

=76 Interlined, by Gov. Leete.
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N0. XXXII.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF CONNECTICUT, TO THE SECRETARY

OF STATE.

[For. Corresp. I. 22.]

Right Honble :

We request your consideration of or pleas of right to the

Goverment and soyle of the Narroganset Lands &c.

1. Or Patent, dated 23 Aprill in the 14th yeare of his Maties

reign, doth circumscribe those lands and makes them Conecti- _

cutt’s which Pattent is precedent to Rohd Island Charter.

2. That the bownds of or Charter as to the eastern limits

was not newly devised, but was so described in a grant made

formerly to some Lords and Gentll bearing date Ano. Dom.

1631, which, at a deare rate, was purchased by the Colony of

Conecticutt; which grant though so purchased we were un

willing to rely upon, it wanting a regall stamp, and therefore

soon after his Maties happy restauration to his crown and dig

nities, this Colony did request and impower the Hon‘rd John

Winthrop Esq‘, or then GovIr to vndertake a voyage for Eng

land, and to present or humble address to his Matie and pro

cure a charter for this Colony; which, through assistance of

Almighty God and the abundant grace of 0' Lord the King

(whom God preserve) he was successfull therein.

3. That Pawcatuck river, which Rohd Island procured his

Matie to call Narrogancett River in their Charter, lyeth about

6 miles within the Pequot country that was conquered by us

above forty yeare agoe, which his Matia is pleased to take

notice of as a ground for ye grant of or Charter, in part of

which lands we have been forced to settle some of 0r friend

Indians who were helpfull to vs in y° warr when the Narro

gancets were oIr enemies and ye Rohd Islanders no good friends.

That it should be taken from them for Rhode Island to possess

and govern, will be to them intolerable.

4. After or Charter was procured and sent over to us, the

Honrd John Winthrop his agency was expired: and therefore

any agreement Rohd Island may pretend they made with

Governor Winthrope doth not binde the Colony.

5. Conecticutt have dealt plainly, and have antiquity of

theire side, before either donation of,the Indians to his Matie

and before Rhode Island Charter grant.

6. Conecticutt hath been long and lately in possession of

great parts of those Narrogancett lands, which, according to

his Ma“°“ letter of Feb. 12, ’79, (we humbly conceive) ought
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so to continue, untill his Maties decission and pleasure be far

ther known. Notwthstanding which, y° Goverment of Rhod

Island have been contending wLh us, incroached upon 0r rights,

and given us great molestation.

7. In the late Indian warr, Rohd Island Goverment neg

lected to grant assistance to defend the people planted in the

Narrogancett country or to recover y9 lands out of the hands

of the Natives or enemies, who strongly fortified ymselves there

and ruled as lords both of soyle and Goverment, till they were

recovered out of their hand by this Colony and or allies ; yea,

when in the sharpest of the winter or souldiers had a cruell

fight wLh the enemie, beat them out of their workes and burnt

them wth fire, and retreated to Rhod Island for recruit wth or

wounded men, we were forced to pay dearly for what releife

they had there ; and or souldiers when they were so well that

they could be removed into or Colony for cure, they haveing

not money there to pay, their late Govr Cranston tooke inden

tures of or souldiers to serve him for yeares, for what they had

had, before he lett them pass; and yet again they give'us

trouble, and would re-assume a Goverment there, which how

they manage we hope you will heare from other hands. Sun

dry other such things, wth sufiicient proofes we had sent over;

but they are all lost wth or Agent.

We request your favourable construction hereof, and you

will thereby oblige your most humble servants, The Govr and

Councill of Conecticott. Wm LEETE, Gov’.

Hartford, July 15, 1680.

No. XXXIII.

SECRETARY ALLYN TO MR. BLATHWAYT.*

[For. Corresp. I. 23.]

Boston, Sept’ 21, 1680.

Honbls Sr:

My occasions haveing called me hither, and this oppertunety

of convayance prsenting; I thought it my duty to informe

your Honor that just upon my coming from home 0r Gov’

acquainted me that he had then reced a letter from your Honor

and one from Mr. Wm, Harriss, wrby he understood your

good affection to o‘r Colony and your particular care of Mr.

 

* William Blathwa t Esq., clerk of the Lords’ Committee of Trade and Plantations.

He was commissione , Ma 19th, 1680, Surveyor and Auditor General for the Amen

can Colonies (Mass. Rec. . 521.)
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Harriss, wth the assurance that or disapoyntment should not

prejudice or interest in reference to that afi'ayre of ye Narrogan

cett land. All which favours doe unspeakeably obhdge us to

our Hone’. Olr Govr purposeth, by the first, to pay you his

gcknowledgments for these kindnesse of yours, and to request

our farther favour and countenance ; which I was desireous

{O acquaint you w'h, and allso to request that your HonoIr

would be pleased still to continue your favour and respects to

us, and that you would stand or friend, as occassion shall

recluire at Court. I hope by the next Ships you Wlll hear

fall-131161‘ from us. By this convayance I have sent a copy of or

AllSwer to the Queues we formerly reced from the Honble Lords

of the Councill, wth one of or Law Bookes wth them; that so

if or former should miscarry, possibly these might com to hand.

I have not to ad, Honerd Sr, but my duty to your Honor, and

that I am, your humble servant, JOHN ALLYN.

T116563 for ye Hone‘ml WI11 Blathwayt Esq‘,

at ye Plantation Oflice, at Whitehall.

No. XXXIV.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL: TO MR. WM. HARRIS.

[For. Corresp. II. 7.]

Hartford, Octobr 24, 1680.

M1-, Wm. Harris.

The sad tidings of your being captivated January last, last

June we received, which was matter of great sorrow to us and

put us upon it to endeavour your redemption ; but we then

reed a letter from Wm. Blathwait Esq‘, who informs us of his

perticular care of your redemption, and by others we under

stand that it is hoped you may be redeemed before this come

to you, which we pray God to grant that it may be see. Our

Governour hath given Mr. Blathwayt his acknowledgment for

his kindness therein, and that you may not be wholly incapa~

citated to attend our aifayres, we have sent you herewith a copy

of our commission we gave you, and of our instructions, with

some evidences of the Narrogancett River &c. by some Indians,1'

as allso GOV. Winslow his evidences,’ wth a coppy of our Ad

dress to his Matie and coppys of ‘our letter to the Secretary of

state; desireing that you would be pleased, so far as you are.

 

=76 “ Present: Leete, Gov‘, Major Talleot, Capt. Allyn." 1‘ No. XVI.
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able, to act in our behalfe. Mr. James Richards, who in our

behalfe gave you a bill of 50“, dyed Jnne last. We have now

desired his brother to furnish you with the like order, but we

know not his resolves. If that fayle, if you can sute yourselfe

we shall readily repay it here, in New England money wth rea

sonable advance. We have not to add, but to request your

helpfullness to doe what in you lyeth by vertue of the com

mission we formerly gave you, and according to those instruc

tions, coppyes whereof we now send you, desireing the Lord

to bless and succeed you, and in his own good time to return

you to us again, which is all at prsent from your affectionate

freinds,

The Governour & Councill of the Colony of Conecticutt;

p yr order signed, .

JOHN ALLYN,- Sec'y.

These for Mr. Wm. Harris, in London.

 

N0. XXXV.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO CAPT. WINTHROP AND THE

OTHER PROPRIETORS OF NARRAGANSETT LANDS, AT BOSTON.

[Co]. Boundaries, I. 153.]

Hartford, Nov. 22, 1680.

Gentll :

We hope you are not unmindfull of Mr. Harris his suffer

ing condition, and that all meet endeavours will be used for

his release. We shall readily make good what we have for

merly engaged for him, and hope that he yet may be an instru

ment to obtayne a settlement of or aifayres in England. We

have sent over to Mr. Harris a renewed power of agency, and

allso som thing of 0r plea and evidences by former ships, which

we hope may meet him in England. In a letter to vs of

Aprill last he mentions some papers may be usefull which we

have not sent and he thinkes may be by you obtained, as 1st.

that the King’s order was not observed in the acts first made

by Col. Cartwright &c. : 2, that their order about land for Her

mon Garrett was violated by the Rohd Islanders: 3, that they

exercise govermt in the Narrogancetts, not as justices of the

peace of King’s Province, but as Govr and Assis“ of Rhode

Island: 4, that they alter the propriety of those lands and

setle them as they please : 5, that John Green gave away the

land he sayd was the King’s, by turfi" and twigg: 6, a copy of

their grant to Mr. Roger Williams: 7, thata great part of the

39
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Narrogancett country is without their pretended grant, first

and last. For all these things, he sayth he doth not doubt

but Mr. Brindley can get sufficient evidence of, out of their

own records and from the testimonies of sufficient persons,

and from Mr. Saf'1‘in’s tryall; which we pray you to endeavour

after, with what els you judg may be necessary for the efl“ect

ual management of the business, that so a good issue may be

obteyned at last: [and for Mr. Harris his own redemption, by

depositing vp6 or letter of credit, web (we hope) my be as

responsible as their mortgage is, your readynes to pmove his

redemption by so doeing will (doubtlesse) oblige his vtmost

sedulity in yoIF imploy as well as ors wherein he signifyes him

selfe_ 1ngaged.]* We have not to enlarge, but to commend the

prmises to your consideration and just endeavoures. Wth or

best respects to you, we rest your affectionate freinds, the

GovIr and Councill: '

p yr order signed, JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

Thes for Captn Wayt Winthrop, Mr. Richdl Wharton, Mr.

John Saflin, CaptII Hutchinson &c. at Boston, dd.

N0. XXXVI.

RICHARD WHARTONT T0 JOHN ALLYN.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 154-]

Boston, Deer 14, 1680.

Honrd Sf.

A full answer to what in ye name of yor Govr & Coun

cill you wrote ye 25th of Octobf, respecting Mr. Harris

his redemption, and settlemt of ye Narroganset Countrey, hath

hitherto been, and must a little longer bee deferrd, by occa

- sion of my brother Winthrop’s long stay att New London,

and pfsent occasions at Salem, and Mr. Safiin’s absence from

Boston. But as to yt just and charitable care expressed in ye

first, it is highly approved, and indeavours answerable already

resolved vpon [and] recomenda6ons forwarded from such as

were present (by [ ] ships) and will be followed with

duplicates [ ] saile. Wee can neither procure
 

* This clause added, in Gov. Leete’s hand, to Mr. Allyn’s draft.

TRiehard Wharton, of Boston, was a son of Philip, Lord Wharton. He was one of

the proprietors of the Narragansett lands, and had a large estate in Boston; was inter

ested in the ‘ Million urohase ’ in New Hampshire, and some years later (June, 1686,)

receiveda grant of a ar e tract in Maine, between the Kennebec and Androscoggin

rivers, He returned to ngland, and diedin London in May, 1689. He was twice

married,—11is first wife, a daughter of Rev. John Higginson, of Salem. Coll. Maine

Hist, Soc. 111. 329: Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. York, III. 865.
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Bills of Ex[change, nor have any] of us afond in England to

answer ye oc [casion. We can] only offer our selves as secu

rity for yor Collony to [such as we] prsume may lend ye

money,with 8 p Cto interest ifneed bee till payment. And as to

ye settlemt of ye Countrey, wee have already by other hands

petitioned his Majesty* that ye Jurisdicéon may bee confirmed

to yor Collony, to whose regulaEon for publique good (if prop

erty be not invaded) I prsume all concerned will cheerfully

conforme, and in all means conduciblc comport themselves as

may reasonably be expected. This with humble service and

ye inclosed (which this day came to hand) I desire may be

prsented to yor Hononil Governr & Councell, and accepted by

yoI worthy selfe from, SI,

Yor humble & faithfull Servt,

RICHARD WHARTON.

Thes to the much hond Captn John

Allen Assist and Secretary of ye

Collony of Conecticott, at Hart

 

fordI

No. XXXVII.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO THE COMMISSIONERS or THE

oosrons.

[For. Corresp., I. 24.]

[A letter from the King, dated Nov. 12th, 1679, announced the appointment of

Edward Randolph, collector of the customs imposed by the “ Act for better

securing the Plantation Trade ” (25 Charles II. , with authority to appoint depu

ties and under ofiicers &c. ;t and commanded t e Governor to take effectual care

for the due observance of all former laws relating to the trade of the plantations,

particularly, the Act for encouraging and increasing of Shipping and Navigation

(12 Charles II.) ; the Act for Encouragement of Trade (15 Charles II.) ; the Act

for better regulating the Plantation Trade (22 & 23 Charles II.); and the Pro

clamation of Nov 24th, 1675, for enforcing these laws. Returns were to be made

by the Governor of all vessels which should lade within the colony any of the

enumerated plantation commodities, and of all bonds taken by him, &c. (For.

Correspondence, I. 17.) ' _

With the King’s letter came one from the Commissioners of the Customs, dated

May 24th, 1680, (signed Geo. Downing, Ch. Cheyne, and H. Millington,) giving

more particular instructions for the enforcement of the laws relating to the Planta

tion Trade; enclosing copies of the acts, a book of rates, and copies of the Pro

clamation of 1675, which prohibited the importation to the colonies of any com

modities of Europe not laden in England &c; blank forms of bonds, returns &c. ;

and impressions of the severa “ customers or patent collectors and comptrollers,

both in the port of London and the out-ports.” For. Corresp., I. 21.]

=1‘ Referring, probably, to the petition of Richard Smith, in behalf of the proprie

tors. See p. 268

T May 19th, 1680, the King granted a commission to William Blathwayt, Esq., as

Surve or and Auditor General of all revenues arising in America. Oct. 15th, 1681,

Mr. B athwayt, by direction of the commissioners of the treasurer, appointed Edward

Randolph his deputy for New England, (except New Hampshire.) See Masaltec. V.,

621-629.
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Hartford, January 24"‘, 1680.

Much Honoured: ‘

Yours of May 24“, 1680, came to our hand January follow

ing, Wth the Inclosed from his Mafia, with the Statutes, Box

of Scales & Booke of rates &c. The contents whereof were of

so much sattisfaction vnto vs, viz. to be informed & directed

how we might serve his Matie preventive to frauds in Cus

tomes & Dutys, that being part of our alegiance and duty

incumbant, vnto which we apprehend ourselves sufficiently

impowered by his Maties gracious Charter granted to this Col

ony. And we have the greater happyness by your early care

thus to suggest to vs, before we arrived at any capacitie soe to

defrawde ; for though we may not boast of our own goodness,

yet penury hath hitherto obstructed; for after above forty

yeares sweating & toyle in this wilderness to enlarge his Maties

Dominions at our own costs and adventure, we have neither

had leasure or ability to lanch out in any considerable trade

at sea, haveing onely a fewe small vessells to carry our corne,

hoggs & horses vnto our neighbours of Yorke & Boston, to

exchange for some cloathes and vtensils, wherewithall to

worke and subdue this country; likewise some of those

comodities are carryed to the Barbadoes & those Islands, to

bring in some suger and rumm, to refresh the spirits of such

as labour in the extream heat and cold, so to serve his Matias

enlargement of dominions; and yet a poore liveing to them

selves, mean while; the substance whereof (we suppose) Mr.

Randolph can informe, whoe haveing lately taken an interveiw

of our parts & colony, vnto whome we have shewed civility

according to our capacitie, & offered any furtherance in soe

good a designe to prevent fraude towards our soveraigne in

trade & navigation. We have allso appoynted Customers or

Colectors i11 our severall countys, to take speciall care that

those Acts of Navigation & Trade be duely observed and kept,

and have commissioned them accordingly. They are the

most aptest persons we could pitch upon for that aifayre.

This worke is yet novell and unknown to them, thorow want

of experience in such occasions, but we have no cause to doubt

of their fidelity and care in the due attendance of the worke

and trust reposed in them; And we shall be ready to grant

Mr. Randolph such necessary ayd and assistance as shall be

requisite,-if he allso shall see cause to take any cognissance of

these alfayres in our Colony. If yourselves, or any Lords of

the Privy Councill or Treasury will concerne themselves to

‘farther our light in this or any thing proper to our loyalty, we

shall thankfully accept the same, and doe our duty therein;

praying allways for- the long life and happy reigne of hisl
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Ma“, and the wellfare of yourselves and all protestant pro

fessors, as our owne, whoe are your Hone" very humble

servants,

JOHN TALCOTT,

JOHN ALLYN.

These for the Honourable the Commissioners

of his Maties Customes, at the Custome

‘house, in London, Present.

 

N0. XXXVIII.

[Col. Records of Deeds, &c. II. 313, 314.]

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERN" AND COMPA

NIE OF‘ HIS MAJESTIES COLONIE OF CONNECTICUTT AND VNCASV

SACHIM OF THE MOHEEGS.~

Whereas the Colonie of Connecticutt and Vncas, Sachim of

Moheage, are and have been neighbours one to another for the

space of about fortyfive years, and whereas there hath been

good friendship betweene' us maintained in the daye of the first

governrs of the Colonie of Conecticutt, and agreements of

mutuall respect and friendship made by and between us, which

through the length of time are almost forgott, to the end that

that antient amitie and respect between the English of said

Connecticutt and the said Vncas and people of Mohegin may

be continued and maintained for ever:

I the said Vncas, Sachim of Mohegin, for myselfe, my heirs

and successors, doe enter into a league of amitie with the C010

nie of - Conneetieutt, and their successors, as followeth.

1st. That I with all my people will carry it as friends and

allies to the said Colonic of Connecticutt, and their successors,

and will doe no wrong nor iniurye nor darhage to them or any

of their people, and if any thing be by us or any of us done,

upon complaint thereof it shall be forthwith redressed and

reparation made.

2. I doe resign up to the said Golonie of Connecticutt all

my lands and Territories, hereby for myselfe, my heirs and suc

cessors, binding myselfe and them that I will make no other
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dispose of them to any person or people whatsoever without

their grant and allowance first had and obteined, and that

they shall be disposed in plantations, villages or farms, accord

ing as the Generall Court of Connecticutt shall order and

determine the same, I alwayes to receive such reasonable sat

isfaction for my proprietie in them according as we shall agree.

3dly. I doe hereby confirme all grants of land I have

already made to any plantations or perticular person or per

sons that stand now possessed and seized of them, to be to

them their heirs and successors forever firme and goode, the

Court approving of them.

4ly. I doe for myselfe and successors covenant and agree

to and with the said Generall Court of Connecticutt aforesaid

that I will not plott nor practice any evill against them nor

consent to any that shall so doe, but upon knowledge of any

evill designe against them will timely discover it to the

authoritie of Connecticutt from time to time.

51y. I doe promise that in all matters of weight and con

cernment, I and my successors will take advice of the Gen

erall Court of Connecticutt from time to time, especially in

the making of peace and warre with any persons or people,

and in all leagues of friendship that I shall make, and that I

will make no league of friendship with any persons or people

that are in enmitie with the Colonie of Connecticutt.

6. I doe bind my selfe my heirs and successors to be ready

to assist the Colonic of Connecticutt upon any occasion when

their peace shall be disturbed with any enemie intestine, or

forreign, with a competent number of fighting men to be im

proved for their safetie in such way as they shall judge most

expedient and as I am able to spare.

7. I doe desire that this league of amitie may include my

son Owaneco and granson Josiah and their posteritie and all

our people, and that it may remain inviolate forever.

The Genrll Court of Connecticutt doth receive Vncass and

his son Owanecoe and granson Josiah and their people into

friendship with them, and desire the perpetuating of it from

generation to generation, he or they attending and observing

the sixe articles above written, then the sayd Genrll Court

will carry it towards the said Sachim, his sone and Gransofie,

and their people and successors, as to our friends and allies,

and will doe them no wrong nor suffer any of our people to

doe them wrong, but upon complaint and proof will redress

it and grant due satisfaction.

2. They shall have equall justice from us as our own people,

in all matters which they shall bring before us, and that with
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out delay, in all wherein they shall have beforehand declared

their subjection to our lawes.

3. In what cases they need our advice (they inguaginge to

attend it) we shall be ready to grant them it freely.

4. Whatever plantations we grant to any people in their '

countrie and territories, they shall take care that a sufliciencie

of land for the said Indians and their successors be still re

served for them to plant on, and that a just price be paid for

the residue as shall be agreed.

5. In case the said Sachims shall be invaded by a iorreign

enemy or neighbour heathen upon uniust grounds and reasons,

we shall furnish them with afimnition at a just price, and our

best advice, doing what the Corhissioners shall allow and this

Generall Court thinke fitt, that may be done with our owne

peace and safetie, to preserve him and his people.

6. The said Sachims and their people and successors attend

ing what is herein inguaged by them to the Colonie of Con

necticutt, We also the Generall Court of Connecticutt doe

oblige our selves and successors to attend what is inguaged on

our parts to the said Sachims and their people as aforesaid.

For the confirmation hereof, We the Generall Court of

Connecticutt, and Vncass Sachim of Moheag, have sett to our

hands, this 18th of May, 1681. Signed in the name and pr

order of the Generall Court.

This signed and delivered in presence

of us and before the Genrll Court of

Connecticutt.

WILLIZ LEETE, Governor.

pr me, JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

The above written, with what is on the other two foregoing

pages, is a true copie.

' Test, Ernaznn KIMBERLY, Secry.

 

No. XXXIX.

JOSEPH DUDLEY TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

[Miscell. I. 3.]

Boston, Feb. 9, 81.

S‘. I received your letters by Squire Toto."‘ I humbly

 

* Toto was an Indian captain living near Windsor or Podunk.
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thank your respect and shall attend your orders referring to

your Indian Money,’ but for that letters arived so late it will

be long before money will be had. I thank your sympathy

with me in the loss of my Brother,T whom I can not forget,

' being every day hastening’ to him & indisposed much after the

same manner that he was before me ; on Which account I beg

your prayers. Forreigne news will be communicated by other

hands. Mr. R3.11(lOlpl1,IlI whom you so deeply complemented

in your superscription, et ex ungue Zermem, I guess at the

inside, hath besides a power to govern your trade, an order to

examine your Treasury & make you vomit up all deodands,

escheats, felons’ goods & fines upon penall lawes, which will

dismiss your County Schooles &c. For that & other things I

am exceedingly greived, but less for that I may be removed

before the mischief comes upon us all, which is hastening. I

wish ye vnited Colonyes could joyntly agree in meet agents

for them all, for that nothing els will prevent our utter ruine,

& ye charge borne according to articles would not be intolle

rable, and such generall agents might obtain good reception

when single despatches will be despised. If such a thing

were moved to our Generall Courte to sit next week, I am

persuaded it might obtayn.§ I humbly olfer my service to

' your good Govr, my kinsman W00dbridge,|| Dame Richards &

your Lady, & am

S‘, your unworthy & sorrowfull Serv'=,

J. DUDLEY.

To the Worshp11 Capt. John Allyn Esq‘,

at his house, in Hartford.

* The colony‘s proportion of the money received (through the commissioners of the

united colonies) from the Corporation in England for the propagation of the gospel.

T Paul, youn est son of Gov. Thomas Dudley; a merchant in Boston, and for some

time Register 0 Probate for the couniy of Suffolk; died, Dec. 1, 1681. He was the

only brother of Joseph Dudley, of the ull blood. He married Mary, third dau hter of

gov. John Leverett. (Dudley Genealogies: Shurt1eEf’s Memoir of the everett

amily.) '

i Edward Randolph had returned from England, with commission as deputy sur

ve or and auditor general of his Majesty’s revenues in America.

Mr. Dudley was himself appointed, March 17th, by the Massachusetts Court, one

of the Colony’s agents to England; and sailed, with his colleague, Major John Rich

ards, early in the summer of 1682. Fortunately, Connecticut did not adopt his plan

of a general agency or joint commission. Concurrence in the selection of Mr. Dudley

would in all probability have paved the way for the fall of the charter and the annex

ation of the colony to the government of which, four years afterwards, he was by royal

appointment placed at the head.

|| Rev. John Woodbridge, son of Rev. John W. of Newbury who married Mercy

Dudley (sister of Joseph); ad. H. C. 1664; settled at Killingworth, 1666, and thence

removed to Wethersfield, w ere he was installed in 1679, and remained until his death,

in 1691. His younger brother, Timothy, grad. 1675, settled at Hartford in 1685.
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No. XL.

THE GENERAL COURT’S LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK.

[Reprinted from the Report of the New York commissioners on the Boundary Line

1857. Appendix K: p. 105.]

Hartford, May 11, 1682.

May it please your Honor,

We your friends the Governor and Generall Assembly of his

Maties Colony of Connecticutt, haveing at or present Session

had Information and complaint made unto us that sundry

persons under your jurisdiction, and particularly MIr Frederick

Phillips have erected, and lately, and are erecting certaine

Mills‘ and other edifices, and making improvements of land,

within the limits of the township of Rye, and in the Bounds of

this his Matias Colony of Conecticutt, neere unto Hudson’s

River; alledging to such as have questioned with them there

about, that they doe it by virtue of a patent or patents or other

allowances from the Governor of his Highness Territory of

New York ;1' and not only so, but some of the sayd Improvers

doe give out Threatening Speeches, that if any of our Colony’s

cattle shall come there, that they will not suffer our people

peaceably to have them away; and allso that others of your

Jurisdiction are purchasing or have purchased large tracts of

land on the east side of Hudson’s River’s, within our limitts,

from the Indians, in order to planting there, by patents or

lycensse so to doe, from his Highness Governor at New York.

The consideration hereof, hath given us this occasion to signify

hereby the same unto your Hone’, a person with whome, as

with your predecessor, Genll Richard Nicolls and Col Francis

Lovelace, we never were so unhappy as to differ, and herewith

to send to your Honor a coppy of the setlement of the line be

tween this his Maties Colony and that his highness Territoryes,

which you have also the originall of, as we doubt not, which

for the authority of it being done by his Matias Commissioners,

to that end Impowered, by mutuall consent of the parties con

cerned and for the perspecuity of its determining, that a north

north west line from Mamorroneck River to the Massachusetts

lyne, shall be the bounds between us on that part, is in our

* “ These mills are sup osed to be on the creek above the present village of Tarry

town.” Report ofN. Yor Boundary Commissioners.

T In 1680, Mr. Frederick Philipse purchased of the Indian proprietors a large tract

of land, on both sides of the Pocantico River, “ whercon to set a mill ”: and a patent

was granted him therefor, by Sir Edmund Andros, April 1, 1680. In December, 1681,

and April, 1682, he made additional purchases, embracin the northwest part of the

modern township of Greenburgh and a. portion of Mount leasant. Bolton’s Hist. of

Westchester Co., I. 175, 176, 319.

40
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understanding so indisputable, as we would not doubt but

your HonoIr will desire to hold (as we do) the same inviolable;

and farther, and therewithall it may please your Honor to

know that certain persons of or colony having runn the sayd

line from Mamorroneck River unto Hudson’s River have

found it to come upon Hudson’s River to the southward and

westward of the places where the said edifices, mills, purchases

&c. are sayd to be; Also that a surveyor by Sr Edmun An

drosse his order, running the sayd lyne found it to fall some

what nearer the sea than it was run by some of ours, of which

survey [of], Mr Robert Ryder, youre Honor may especially

enquire, if living with you, and we are willing and desireous

if your Honor see cause, at any time by you assyned, to run

the sayd lyne, to put it out of doubt.

Wherefore we do hereby desire of your Honor, for the pre

venting of all injury and strife between us, well to testify your

selfe in all the premises, and by your speedy and effectual]

order to cause all further proceedings of that or the like_

nature, first mentioned, to cease, as far as it is done under

countenance of Authority from his highness the Duke of

Yorke his Gov’, and that the sayd places within the line of

this colony on the eastward side Hudson’s River may, without

obstruction from your Honof, be regulated and ordered as

other parts of this colony are, by such as his Matie of his

especial grace hath betrusted with the dispose and Govern

ment thereof; the signification whereof, by the bearer hereof,

to or Govr and his Council, with our desire of your Hono"

happyness, is all at present from

Your Honors reall freinds,

The Governor and Gen11 Assembly of his Matiefl

Colony of Connecticutt, per their order signed

~ per me, JOHN ALLYN, Secretary.

No. XLI.

DANIEL WETHERE_LL TO GOV. LEETE:

[Trade and Maritime Affairs, I. 6.]

New London, July 25, 1682.

Honrd Sir. These maye informe yor Honr that lately

arrived at Easthampton on Longe Iland a Catch and 2 small

Sloopes with about 30 or 40 privateers or rather pirates ; one

of the Sloopes laye some time at Plumbe Iland where 5 of her

men left her and came hither, the rest went for the Baye Col
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lonie and at Nantasket met with more of their companions

and gave chase to a Sloope of Mr. Isack Arnold’syt was bound

to Virginia and tooke her wtll a thousand pound cargoe as he

informes me: the Ketch was aboute 130 tunn, which they

made sale of at Easthampton to one Hutchinson of Bostone,

and with part of y8 mony bought another Sloope of Capt.

Hubbard of ye same place; which came over to this harbour

with eight privateers pretending to buy some provisions, but

bought not any, only a litle bread. I doe suppose they intend

to supply themselves by piracy. The next day after they were

gone, I receaved the enclosed, which gives account of the sur

prizall of the third small Sloope by the govenor of Rhoade

Island: Since which here arived Mr. Jonas Clarke, bound to

Southold, to put Mr. Arnold ashoare there, and from thence

to Conetticutt, who was chassed by that privateer yt went out

of this Harbour and lyes still about Fisher’s Iland and Gar

ner’s Iland: but they were too nimble for ye privateers, and

came into this harbour, where they desired some men and

armes to secure them, haveing as they sd a very considerable

cargoe on boarde. I durst not without yor Hon" authority

impress any men, but wee sent them armes and ammunition ;

and the winde bloweing favorable, they set sayle yesterday

morning, and I hope are got safe over, although several per

sons informed me they saw the privateers pursue them, but

their wings were too short; so they tacked, and I sawe them,

as I conceave, goe in for Fisher’s Iland.

Sir, my humble desireis that yor Honr with yor hon"d Coun

cell would please to informe what to doe in these exigencys,

for they are yet wayting for to take all they can master, being

well armed and fitted with granados for ye worke. I earnestly

begg yor Honrs advice in this weighty concerne, wherein men’s

lives and estates are dayly in hazard, and shall wayte for an

answer frome yor Honr & Councell: Meanwhile shall rest yor

Hon" humble servantt to be commanded,

DANIELL WETHERELL.

A Catch of Mrs Raymonds comeing from Virginia was

spoken with off Block Iland eight days since; is not yet ar

rived; wee feare shee is taken by some of these Rogues.

Honrd Sir, Since the imprisonment of those privateers at

Rhoade Iland, they have confessed of their roberys in Vir

ginia.
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No XLII.

THE GOVERNOR AND counonf T0 MR. WETHERELL.

[Trade Ar. Maritime Affairs, I. 7.]

Hartford, July 28, 1682.

Sir : Your letter of the 25th instant we have reced wth those

inclosed from Govr Sandford and Mr. Arnold, and are sorry

for his great losse,-and doecommend the prudence of Govr

Sandford in securing those 6 pirates that cam into their har

bour, and should have been glad you had done the like wth

those that came to your town ; and if the like'opportunity be

given, we desire that it may be taken, for the securing of them.

Your accommodating of Mr. Clarke wth armes and ammuni

tion, we approve of, and should allso as well approved of your

pressing men for his securety, if he would have payd them

their wages for the time they should be in his service. We

doe doubt of your abillity in fitting out a good vessell of suf

ficicnt strength to deal with these robbers, and therefore can

not see reason to order you so to doe; yet if they still be in

those parts or should come wthin your reach, we would have

you use the most prudent ways and means to seiz and secure

them by strength, [and we think yt yor owne authority wth

our advice may sufficiently bear out the appYhending of theeves

and keeping peace &c,] 1' by imploying persons of good conduct to

govern and order the affaire ; whoe may be suitable, you best

know, upon the place. Allso it may be good to give notice to

all vessells that are passing upon the coast, of the danger that

they may run into; and indeed we thinke it necessary that

they be advised not to goe out of or partes untill these pirates

be gon off the coast, orsurprized. Which wth best respects is

all at prsent needful from

the Govr and Assistants present;

by their order signed, Jon ALLYN, Sec’y.

 

No. XLIII.

THE DEPUTY GOVERNOR AND ASSISTANTS FOR NEW HAVEN COUNTY,

T0 GOVERNOR LEETE.

[Trade & Maritime Affairs, I. 8.]

N. Haven, 5th Aug‘, 82.

Honble S‘. Wee reced yor l’r_e of ye 3d instant, and have

*1‘ In Margin, " Present, Gov. Leete. Ma'or Tallcott, Capt. John Allyn."

1' Interlined by Gov. Leete.—in Mr. A yn's draft.
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heere met and consulted wt to doe, upon ye advise you are

pleased to signify. Our thoughts are yt if anything be don

to purpose, a sutable vessell must be fitted out, wth 15 or 16

men at least, to pursue, surprise and take and soe bring ye sd

Pirats or sea robbers on 0‘ coasts, dead or alive: and to send vn

der sutable conduct; to wch end a commission wth instruc6ons

from yorselfe and Councill we think necessary : for both ves

sell and men must be prest for ye service, on ye Oountrye’s

charg. Heere is a smale sloop belonging to this place,

but bound to York and in pt laden: but wee look for MI

Trobridg vessell, a bigger sloop, fr6 York, every day. Wt

orders you shall please to send by y8 post’s returne, we shall

endeavour to attend. It might have done well if on ye 1st sure

intelligence fr6 N. London, a vessell well fitted had bin soc

sent wth Comn out thence, being more convenient and neere

then these pts. We cannot tell well what furthr to ad but to

wait for Wt ord' yorselfe and Councill shall send. Wth 0r service

prsented to yor honor and ye othr Gentm, reste

Yor Honors humble Servta

ROBERT TREAT

WM Jonns

Postscript. We heare Capt. JNO. NASH.

Bond is lately com in to

York from England; noe othr news.

These, to the honble Wm. Leet Esq‘, Govr

of Connecticut Colony, att Hartford, Prsent. Post hast.

[The Governor and Council, in reply, (from Hartford, Aug.

7th,) express doubts of their authority to grant a commission

to search and pursue, or to apprehend suspicious persons, out

of the colony limits, before damage done or injury received

by the colony. They had already advised the authorities at

New Londo11 to apprehend all such persons for examination,

&c., and will add “ a suitable limited commission, within our

precincts ;” “what more to do, is dark to us.” If the Assist

ants at New Haven see any expedient “ for surprizing of such

rogues,” “ we conceive it is in your power to act and doe in

the case as well as our selves here ; but with as little charge

as may be.” (Trade & Mar. Affairs, I. 9. Gov. Leete’s draft.)]
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No. XLIV.

[Trade and Mar. Affairs, I. 11. Secretary All_vn’s notes.]

EXAMINATION or SEVERAL PRIVATEERS, BEFORE THE GOVERNOR AND

ASSISTANTS IN HARTFORD, AUGUST 8, 1682.

Robert Darnton’s Examination.

Q. How came you into these parts?

A. I came in the keteh that the privateers came in at Long

Island, with John Williams who was commander of her. And

saith that John Williams, Richard Heartnell and Daniel

Tatum came in the said keteh also.

Q. How long have you been in company?

A. The Spaniards tooke the keteh in ye end ofNovr or begin

ning ofDecemb', and kept the keteh till the day after Christmaslast ; and he wasin her when she was taken ; and then John Wil- I

liams and his company tooke her from ye Spaniards againe ;

at Cape Cattoach* they tooke her; from thence we sayld to

Grand Camanus.1‘ Next they came down ye coast of Cubia

to yE Gulfe, and from thence to Virginia, to Accamack. He

sayth he went not ashore but once, and that was wn he went

to Capt. Curtice his house. He was askt what they did there,

or whoe they robbed? he sayd he knew not ; it was askt, wt

they brought aboard? he sd nothing but cloathes and sundry

sorts of lining; but wher they h-ad it, he knew not, nor what

they did with it.

Where went you next? As soon as we cam out _of yt place

we cam next to Longe Island.

How cam you up into these parts? In a whale boat, wtll

Ben. Gaylord and one Perkins. .

What did you give them for bringing you up? Ten shil

lings. Where did you pay them? At Windsor Ferry.

What money have you now? My money is in John Williams’

hand, but I have of Dan11 Tatum’s 14h money, which he

showed me.

Who went out in ye first sloop, comander, that took Mr.

Arnold’s sloop? The Sloop that cam in before us, Adam

l3al}derre he was comander; there were 5 men besides himself

In er. '

How many men came in yrketch, sloop and all? 29,anda

boy. Who was master of ye keteh you came in, before she was

taken? One Edward Ohely, who, when the Spaniards tooke

ye keteh, run ashore wth his company in the Bay of Bandoras.

 

* Cape Caioche ? T Grand Cayman Island ?
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r___“F_

John Williams

being examined, sayth he tooke the ketch that was brought in

to Long Island, at Bandorus, by a French commission. He

was in at Virginia, but was ashoar onely at Capt. Curttice’s

and he did not pillage or plunder any there.

How much money have you ? 42“.

What gave you Gaylor and Perkins for bringing you up?

They askt us nothing, but I gave Perkins 5811, and they gave ye

othr man 5511.

He sayth allso, he was turned out of command of the ketch,

and another, one Capt Dan“, made captain of her; and that

because he would not consent to sell her before she was con

demned, they bound him, and forced him to doe what he did.

Dan“ Tawtum, a Barmodoian sayth he was wth John WIM

when they tooke ye ketch that yy cam in to Long Island with;

ye Spaniards run ashoar and left the vessell, and so they tooke

her, and cam in to Long Island in her. He also sayth he was

at N. London with the sloop, but he went away wth them, and

when he understood yr purposes was to take a vessell, he left

ym at Mr. Gardner’s Island. He ownes they were in Virginia

about a fortnight wth the ketch, but he was not ashoar. Capt.

Danll sold the ketch; he had his share of ye money.

Nic. Heartnell, born at SH‘ X". He denys he was at Vir

ginia. He ownes he cam in the ketch to Long Island: Was

one of those that tooke her, under the comand of John WM;

and had a share of the money they sold her for. 3H 75“.

WIn Leete Esqr, Govr The GovT and AssistS doe order that

Major John Tallcott John WHIS, Robt Darnton, Danll Taw

Capt. John Allyn. ton and NicholasHeartnall be secured

in the corhon goale till farther order ; and the Secry is to make

their mittimus for that end.

The Govr and Assists mett againe in Hartford, August 9"],

1682, and ordered that Marshall Grave, w"J Sarjt Zach. San

ford and another, shall take ye foure privateers in yr custody

and them secure in irons, and in Benj. Gaylor’s whale boat carry

ym over to Mr. Isack Arnold. The whale boat proving insufli

cient, the Govr and AssistB agreed Wth Mr. Jonas Clark to carry '

the prisoners over to Sowthold, for which he was to have three

pownd, and them to be delivered aboard at Midleton.

Hartford, Augt 14, 1682.

Wm Leete Esql', Govr The Governor and Councill ordered

Major John Tallcott that those 4 privateers now in the
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Mr. John Wadsworth cofiion goale be secured in irons, viz.

Capt. John Allyn two and two chained together legs and

hands, and that they be shipt aboard

Mr. Jonas Clark and sent to Sowthhold, to be by him (id to the

authority there ; which the Marshall is appointed to see don.

It was allso ordered that Mr. Clarke and company and

Sloope be impressed to carry over the sayd privateers to South

hold as afoarsayd: and that Mr. Clarke be payd by the Country

Treasurer fower pownd for ye same. And that the Secry by

order of the Govr and Councill order them to receive them,

and deliver them to Mr. Arnold or the other authority there

&c.

No. XLV.

THE COMMISSION FOR INQUIRY INTO THE CLAIMS TO THE NARRA

GANSETT COUNTRY.

[For. Correspondence, I. 29.]

A copy of the Commission from Charles II., to Edward

Cranfield Esq., Governor of New Hampshire, William Stough

ton, Joseph Dudley, Edward Randolph, Samuel Shrimpton,

John Fitz Winthrop, Edward Palmes, John Pincheon Jun.,

and Nathaniel Saltonstall, Esquires, “ Commissioners for ex-

amining and inquiring into the respective claims and titles as

well as of ourself as of all persons or corporations whatsoever,

to the immediate Jurisdiction, Government, or Propriety of

the soil of or within our Province commonly called the

King’s Province or Narrogansett Country”; to report with all

convenient speed to the King, for a final determination by the

Privy Council. Dated at Whitehall, April 7th, 1683?‘

[Copies and Letters, p. 133.]

Copy of “ his Majesty’s Commissioners their certificate or

summons to give publick notice of their meeting, at Mr.

Richard Smith’s, in Narragansett,” on Wednesday, August 22,

1683, “ there to hear and receive the claims, proofs, pleas and

pretensions of all persons whatsoever, either in behalf of his

Majesty or any other persons or corporations,” who “ possess or

claim any right or title to the soil or jurisdiction of or within

the King’s Province or Narragansett country ” &c. Attested

by William Wharton, Register. Sent to the several governors
 

=16 The commission and summons are printed in 1 Mass. Hist. Collections, V.

232-234.
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of the Colonies of New England, to be afiixed and published

in all convenient places. -

[Colonial Boundaries, I. 158.]

Report of the Commissioners, to the King, October 20th,

1683]‘ After having “ seriously weighed and considered all

evidences, pleas, proofs and allegations, and added our own

observations of the course of the Narragansett River or Bay,

and situation of the country so far as we have travelled

therein, and with most humble submission and reservation of

your Majesty’s right, so far as it may appear to your Majesty,”

the commissioners ofl'er their opinions,-—

“That by virtue of your Letters Patents granted to Connec

ticut, jurisdiction in and through the said Province, or Narra

gansett country, of right belongs to the said Colony of Con

necticut; _

“ And that propriety of soil, as derived from Mr. Winthrop

and Major Atherton, is vested in the heirs and assigns of said

Winthrop, the heirs of Thomas Chiflinch Esq‘, Major Ather

ton, Mr. Richard Smith, Mr. Symon Lynde, Mr. Elisha Hutch

inson, Mr.‘ John Saflin, Mr. Richard Wharton, and partners,

and such as derive from them ; no considerable opposition

being by any corporation or persons given before us to their

claim and title ;T the same being granted by the said agents

of Connecticut. Notwithstanding we do not conceive that their

purchases do any ways entitle them to any part of the Pequod

country lying between Wecapaug and Paucatuck River ; nor

that the former lawful purchases and possessions of the inhabit

ants of Providence and Warwick ought to be prejudiced

thereby. .

“ And finally, we hold it our duty humbly to inform your

Majesty, that so long as the pretensions of the Rhode Islanders

to the government of said Province continue, it will much dis

courage the settlement and improvement thereof; it being

very improbable that either the aforementioned claimants or

others of like reputation and condition, will either remove

their families or expend their estates under so loose and weak

a government.”

An addition to the report, relates to the Duke of Hamilton’s

claim to the Narragansett country, presented by Mr. Ran

dolph, after the close of the commission. See No. LIV.

 

* Printed in 1 Mass. Hist. Coll. V. 236-244; Potter’s Hist. of Narragansett (R. I.

Hist. Coll. III.) 229-338; R. I. Coll. Records, III. 140-145; and, so much of itas relates

to Connecticut, in Trumbull’s Hist. of Conn. I. 359, 360. ‘

1' The Governor and Council of Rhode Island disowned theauthonty of the com

missioners, refused to appear before them, and formally prohibited them from keepmg

court within the jurisdiction of that colony. R. 1. Records, III. 130.

~41
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No. XLVI.

FROM KING CHARLES II.

[For. Corresp. I. 28.]

WA
Trustly and Welbeloued We greet you well. You will see

by an Affidavit whereupon an Order of Councill hath been

made (Copies of both which are herewith sent you), that one

William Kelso, Chirurgeon of the Ship Anne and Hester, did

in his voyage to New England confesse that he had been

Chirurgeon Generall to the Forces engaged in the late rebel

lion in Scotland, having allso given out suspicious words as if

he had been concerned in that horrid and barbarous murder

of the late Archbishop of St. Andrews, which We hold Ourself

bound by the Lawes of God and Man to prosecute upon all

those that shall be found guilty thereof. We do _therefore

hereby require and command you forthwith to cause diligent

search to be made throughout all your Government for the

said William Kelso, and being found to cause him to be appre

hended and sent over hither in safe custody, by the first Ships

bound from thence to England, in order to his being pro

ceeded against for the said crimes, according to law. Hereof

you are not to faile, as you tender Our displeasure. And so

We bid you farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall, the

30th day of September, 1682, in the Four and Thirtieth yeare

of Our Reigne. By his Ma“" Command,

To Our Trusty and Welbeloved, L. JENKINS3‘

The Governour and Councill of Our Colony

of Conecticut in New England.

“ This received June 15, 1683, and the same day Warrants

were granted for the search for and apprehension of Wm Kelso

according to his Mahes order in his Lettr, as attests.

Jomv ALLYN, Secry.

 

>1‘ Sir Leoline (or Lluellin) Jenkins, a native of Glamorganshire in Wales, had been

a Judge of Admiralt and of the Prero ative Court; ambassador to France, 1669,

plenipotentiary to Co ogne 1673, and at imeguen, 1675; succeeded Henry Coven

try as Secretary of State, April 14, 1680. (Gran er.)

(Lhgéé Allyn occasionally writes the name, “ Sir I/ionel Jenkins; ” and so Hutchinson,

4
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N0. XLVII.

DEPOSITION OF FRANCIS BRANSON.

[Foh Corresp. I. 25.]

Francis Branson, Commander of the Ship Anne & Hester,

aged 30 yeares or thereabouts, in the behalf of his Maty testi

fyeth, That William Kelso, Chirurgeon, and John Bowland,

Mate of the said Ship, being aboard in the great cabbin, at

sea, the 16th day of Aprill last, 1680, amongst other discourse

that then passed betweene them, the sayd William Kelso, in

hearing of this deponent did declare, in the great cabbin, that

he was the Chirurgeon Generall in the late Rebellion in Scot

land, and that after the Duke of Monmouth had been there

and qualifyed them, Kelso cutt ofi‘ his haire and wore a Perri

wig, and made his escape into the north of Ireland, and from

thence transported himself to Dublin, and was there some

small time, and from thence he made his escape to Bristoll,

and there he stayed a while and after went up to London.

He then at the same time did declare, that he knew those

persons that murdered the Archbishop of St. Andrews, and

that they had made their escape disguised and could not be

found ; that there were six of them that sett upon him when

he was in his Coach going over a plain 3 miles from a village ;

that they hauled him out of his coach and told him that he

had betrayed them, and therefore nothing should satisfy them

but his blood. His daughter being in the Coach with him

opened her bosome, and desired them to spare her father and

kill her; but they fell upon him with three pistolls, first pis

tolling him and then hewed him in pieces with their swords.

All which words were spoken by the said Kelso when we were

coming from England, being then bound for the Isle of May.

Sworne to in Court, the 4“1 January, 1680, in Boston in New

England.

That this is a true coppy taken & compared with the Origi

nall, 4 January, 1680, Attests,

Enw. Rawson, Secretary.

 

ORDER IN COUNCIL FOR THE APPREHENSION OF WM. KELSO.

[For. Corresp. I. 26.]

At the Court at Whitehall, this 22th day of March, 1681.

By the Right Honobla the Lords of his Ma"?-= most Hon

ourable Privy Councill.



324- APPENDIX.

Vpon reading this day at the Board the annexed copy of a

Deposition of Franis Branson, Commander of the Ship Anne

and Hester, setting forth that one William Kelso, chirurgeon

of the said ship did in his way from hence to New England

confesse (in the presence & hearing of the Deponent) that he

was Chirurgeon Generall in the late Rebellion in Scotland,

and likewise gave out suspicious words as if he had likewise

been concerned in the horrid and barbarous murder of the

late Archbishop of St. Andrews: It was this day ordered by

their LordPB in Councill, that the Right Honoble Mr. Secre

tary Jenkins (upon perusall of the said Deposition) prepare

Letters for his Mats Royall Signature requiring and com

manding the Governors or Commanders in Chief of his Mats

severall Colonies in New England forthwith to cause the said

William Kelso to be apprehended and sent over hither in safe

custody, by the first Ships, in order to his being proceeded

against for the said crimes according to law. '

PH : LLOYD.

[A warrant, signed by Secretary Allyn, June 16th, 1683, to the constables of Hart

ford, directs diligent search to be made for the above named Wm. Kelso, and that, if

found, he be secured in the common aol at Hartford till he may be disposed of

according to his Ma'esty’s pleasure. he return by John Shephard and John Pratt,

constables, June 19 , is, that they “cannot find nor hear of him." Crimes & Misde

meanors, I. 164.]

N0. XLVIII.

“A COPY or WHAT WAS GIVEN T0 ms MAJEsTY’s COMMISSION

ERS IN NARRAGANSETT,” RESPECTING THE CLAIMS or con

NECTICUT TO THE JURISDICTION or THE NARRAGANSETT LANDS.

' AUGUST, 1683.

[Col. Boundaries, I. 157.]

To the Honble his MajmS Comrs for examining and inquire

ing into the claymes and titles to the government and soyle of

the lands in King’s Province or Narrogancett country.

Much Hon‘rd : His Matie haveing been pleased to take

notice of us so farr as to commission your Honoured selves

to hear all claimes to government and soyle in the King’s

Province or Narogancett country and to make such re

turnes thereupon to his Matie as in your wisdome you shall

thinke meet, that soe a just issue may be given at last by his

1 Mat", in obedience to his Royall pleasure herein, we doe in

the behalfe of the Colony of Conecticutt p\'sent before you or

claime to the government of ye whole of the Narrogancet and
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Niantick countrys, and allso to the propriety of soyle in all

those lands that were not legally purchassed or possest before

0' Charter was renewed ; 'they being by his Matie setled and

confirmed to the Goverment of Conecticut by his gracious

charter, as we are ready and hope to make appeare.

JOHN ALLYN.

Wickford, August 22, 1683. JOHN WADSWORTH.

Then we delivered to the Comrs :

Gov. Winslow’s Testimony that more then 20 yeares agoe

Pautucket River was owned to be Narrogancet River, and

that it divided between Narrogancet and Wampanoakes

country. _

As allso the Testimony of severall Indians to the same

effect.

We allso shewed how properly it might be the river men

tioned in our charter, in regard of ye fall it had into the sea,

and allso it being at the head of the Narrogancet Bay.

We allso presented the agreement made by Mr. Winthrop

and Mr. Clarke, and shewed Mr. Winthrop had no power so

to act; and allso how, according to that agreemt, the claym

ors to Narrogancet had chose to be under this Goverment.

And gave a coppy of the bounds of or Charter.

The Com" and claimors of soyle in the Naragancet country

urging us under our hands to say what we had to say against

their claymes, we putting it off as long as we could, at last

gaue in this following writeing: ‘

Whereas we have been desired to declare before this Honble

Court whither we did alowe of those deeds or mortgage that

haw been made to Major Atherton and company which now

have been prsented and read before the Court, in answer

thereto, we doe not object against those deeds nor doe we lay

claime propriety in the soyle of any such tracts of land as have

been legally past away to the afoarsd Gentn before the renew

all of or Charter; and we shall not oppose the sd Gent‘1 in the

peaceable improvement of the same, they attending such pru

dent regulations in the setlement of those lands as may best

advantage the corhon good of all concerned.

JOHN ALLYN.

Wickford, August 23, 1683. . JOHN WADSWORTH.
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N0. XLIX.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO GOVERNOR DONGAN.

[Colon. Boundaries, II. 42.]

Hartford, Octobr 5th, 1683.

Honble S’. This being the first oppertunety we have had

since your arrivall of meeting in councill, we could doe no

less than congratulate your safe comeing into these western

parts of the world and entrance into the Govermt of his Roy

all Highness Territories, wishing you all prosperity and happy

ness therein, assureing you that we shall endeavoure amicably

to deporte ourselves towards yourselfe and goverment; and if

any thing should happen otherwise, upon the first intimation

we shall endeavour a right understanding between us.

And by the way, we can do noe less then give your Honour

advice of that which transiently is come to our cognizance,

viz. a warrant sd to be granted by Mr. John Pell, requireing

the constables of Ry, Greenwich and Standford severally to

appeare at N. Yorke on the 1st Wednesday in October instant,

to make presentment at your grand assizes ; notwthstanding

the s(1 Townes are indubitably within the precincts and bounds

of this his Maties Colony of Conecticutt, not onely by his

Maties gracious Charter grant but by agreement and setlement

of bownds between his Royall Highness’ province and this

Collony, as your Honble predecessors well knew; at which

time and before, those Townes peaceably were, and ever since

have continued,under this his Maties Goverment: the which, for

the mutuall weale and safety of all his Maties good subjects

concerned, we heartily desire may not be interupted or mo

lested by any such injunctions or impositions from any of or

good neighbours.

Honble SP, we beg your pardon for this trouble, which, Wth

our best respects to your Hone’, is all at prsent from, S‘,

Your affectionate neighbours &‘humble servants,

The Govr & Councill of his Maties Colony of Conecticutt,

p their order signed,

p Joan ALLYN, Secry.

For the Honble Col. Tho. Dongan Esq1'.,

Govr of his Royall Highness Territories,

at Forte James, in N. York, this (id.

The GovIf &. Councill ordered the above written letter.
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No. L.

GOV. DONGAN TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

(Colon. Boundaries, II. 43. Holograpl1.]

New York, Octobr ye 9"‘, 83.

SI’. I am much obliged to your Governor and Con ill for

the complements they made me, and do really desire that a

firm friendship may be established, assureing you that if there

be not, it shall be none of my fault.

Itt is the usuall way, when one Government writes to an

other, for the Chief and Principall to signe it, but since the

Gentlemen have not, tis to you, S‘, that I adresse this Answer.

Tis well known that his Ru Highness has a patent for all

the lands on this side of Hudson’s River, and if my prede

cessors, as you hint, haveing power to be kinder to you than

some think you deserved, were pleased to quitt the rest of the

lands within twenty miles of Hudson’s River, I am not, as I

think, obliged to confirm it.

For, instead of being contented with that, you have hindred

the people which belong to this Goverment from comeing

hither ; and not that only, but some of your Colony have

come to settle within six or 8 miles of Hudson’s River, and

that without any leave of this province, as I am informed.

If it be so, I take it to be my Master’s opinion that you

have abused the former contract, if any such was, and there

fore you cannot blame me to take notice of it, and make

claime to the whole from Connecticut River.

Your pretence to Virginia, this place, and all other of the

King’s dominions as far as the South Sea, would be as good as

the other.

I am obliged in his R. H. name to wish you to find out some

course to make an end of this difference, whereby a founda

tion may be laid for a good correspondence, and I will not fail

to acquaint the Duke with your resolutions.

Wishing your Governor and Counoell all prosperity and

happinesse, I do assure you that none shall endeavour to

deport himself more amicably with them than, Sf,

Your servant,

Tno. DONGAN.

For Mr. John Allyn,

Secretary of Connecticut.
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No. LI.

THE GOVERNOR AND GENERAL COURT TO GOVERNOR DONGAN.

[C/olon. Boundaries, II. 44.]

Hartford, Octobr 16, 168-3.

Hon‘e SP. Our Secretry hath acquainted us with a letter

he received from your Honor by Ens. John Miles,* that was

the post that convayed a letter to your selfe from the Gov

ernor and Councill of this Colony, and doe return you our

hearty thankes for those expressions in yours wherein you

manifast your reall desire that a firme friendship may be

established, which we hope we shall not be wanting in con

tributing too, according to our ability.

And we must assure your Honor that the former letter you

receli from 0r (lovernor and Councill, signed by or Secretary

was signed according to 0r usuall custome in such cases,

wherein was no designe of disrespect to yourselfe, whom we

honour in that quality and capacity wherein you stand, as

Governour of his Royall Highness’ Territories and our good

neighbour, hopeing our future converss may allso speak the

same. - .

As to his Royall Highness his just rights and interests, we

would no way interupt or molest, and cannot but hope to

receive the like kindness from your Honour, and shall so

endeavoure to deporte orselves that we may so deserve.

SP, we doe judg that what seeming or reall differences were

in his Royall Highness his Charter and his Matias Charter

granted to this Colony, is fully resolved and issued in that

agreement that was made by his Maties Honble Commission

ers, whoe were impowered and commissionated to setle differ

ences of bownds between Charter and Charter, wch was fully

stated and concluded at New Yorke,T and well approved by

his Matie as his gracious letter to this Colony did fully mani

 

* Of New Haven. 7

1' Nov. 30, 1664. " The creeke or river called Momoronock, which is reputed to be

about twelue miles to the east of West Chester, and a lyne drawne from the east poynt _

or side where the fresh water falls into the salt at high water marke, north north west,

to the line of the Massachusetts ” was established asthe western bounds of Connecti

cut. (Cert. copy, in ‘ Copies & Letters,’ 2, 3.) This agreement had been recognized

by the Duke 0 York himself, in his instructions to Andross: “ Touchin the bounda

ries of your government towards Connecticut you are in the right that t ey were set

tled by Commissioners in 1667,” &c., but he suggested that it was “best to make

accommodations of this kind temporary, so if possible to reserve the utmost limits

for me that my Patent gives me a title to.” (Doc. Rel. to ist. of N. York, III. 230.)

In Jan. _1675—6, he directed Andros not to proceed further in rosecuting his claim to

the terntqry west of Connecticut River, hopin “hereafter or more convenient means

of7a()1just1ng_the boundaries in those parts,” an repeats this caution in 1677. (Id. 285,

24 .
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fast; coppyes of which we perswade orselves may be found

amongst your records.

S’, we have not to or knowledg acted any thing to violate

or prjudice the agreement and issue made by his Maties Honble

Commissioners. If any thing by us be done ignorantly, when '

we understand it we shall redress the same.

We have allwayes endeavoured to mayntaine a good corres

pondency between his Royall Highness his Goverment and

this, and shall still be ready to joyne with your Honour in the

laying a foundation for that end; and therefore desire that

nothing by your Honour or ourselves may be acted otherwise.

Sf, it hath been and still is a time of great sorow with vs

by reason of sickness that is still amongst us, whereby many

are made very weake and low, that we have not oppertunety

'to wayt upon your Honour by such persons as we would gladly

imploy in such a service, and therefore desire your excuse

therein. I

Honble Sir, we wish you all prosperity and happyness, Wth

your honourable Councill, and whole Colony, and subscribe

ourselves, your most affectionate neighbours and humble ser

. vants,

The Governor & Generall Court of Cofiecticutt.

In their name and by theire order signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

For the Honble Colonel Thomas Dongan Esqr,

Govr of his Royall Highness his Territories in -1

Americah, at Forte James in New Yorke, '

this dd.

 

No. LII.

GOVERNOR DONGAN TO GOVERNOR TREAT.

[Col. Boundaries, H. 45. Holograph.]

Honored S‘. I am heartily sorry to hear that you have

been so much indisposed; and I assure you, as gladd of your

safe recovery. .

It is my earnest desire to be in a right understanding with

all my neighbours ; and in particular with so good a person,

as the_ world gives you the character to be; and if I must

have any contention with you, I wish it might be who should

do one another the better offices ; but, S‘, I must be obedient

to my Master and not unmindfull of his interest; therefore

42
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you cannot take it amiss from me if I claime twenty miles

from Hudson’s River eastward, as I am informed the agree

ment was between the King’s Commissioners and your Col

ony. The King’s Commissioners being strangers, and relying

upon your people, were assured by them that the River Mam

aranet was twenty miles every where from Hudson’s River ; as

we have very creditable witnesses can testify, and that it was

Coll11 Nicolls his intentions. Notwithstanding all that, you

pretend to within 16 or 17 miles of this town and, for ought

we know, to Esopus and Albany allso; which is argument

sufficient it was none of Coll. Nicolls his intention.

If you do not submitt to let us have all the land within

twenty miles of Hudson’s River, I must claime as far as the

Duke’s Pattent goes; which is to the River Connecticut.

There is land enough for us all, and I love not to do my

neighbors ill oflices. ‘

Since you are pleased to promise to do me the honour to

see me, pray come with full power to treat with me; and I do

assure you, whatsoever is concluded betwixt us, shall be con

firmed by the King and his Ru Highness, wch ye other agree

ments, I heare, are not. If you like not of it, pray take it not

ill that I proceed in a way that will bring all your patent in

quaestion. ' '

The Gentleman who brings you this letter is one of the

Councell, and, as I find by him, a friend of your Colony; and -

will better cleare things to you.

I have no more but that I shall be very gladde to shake

hands with you, and that we may lay a foundation that we

may allways live like good neighbours.

I am, S’, with all respect,

YIr most affectionate & humble Servt, .

[Tno. DON<;AN.]"

New York, Novembr 5"1, 1683.

For his Honoured Friend, Governor Treate.

 

No. LHI.

Aarrcnns or AGREEMENT, concluded November the twenty

eighth, One thousand six hundred eighty three between the

Right Honorable Coll° Thomas Dongan, Governour under

his Royall High8 James Duke of York Albany etc. of New

 

* The signature has been torn off‘.
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Yorke and its Dependencyse and the Councell, And Robert

- Treat EsqI Governour of Connecticutt, Major Nathan Gold,

C_apt. John Allyn, Secretary, and Mr William Pitkin, in

commission with him. ' '

It is agreed that the bounds, meares or dividend between

his Royfllll Highss Territory in America and the Colony of

Connecticutt forever hereafter shall begin att a certain Brooke

or River called Byram Brooke or River, which River is be

tween the Towns of Rye and Greenwich, that is to say, att

the mouth of the said Brooke where it falleth into the Sound

at a Point called Lyon’s point which is the Eastward Point

of Byram River, and from the said Point to goe as the said

River runeth, to the place where the Common Road or

Wading place over the said River is and from the said Road

or Wading place to goe north north west into the Country soe

farr as will be Eight English miles from the aforesaid Lyons

Point; and that a Line of twelve miles being measured from

the said Lyons Point according to the Line or Generall Course

of the Sound eastward where the said twelve miles endeth,

another line shall be runn from the Sound Eight miles into

the Country north north west; and alsoe that a fourth line be

runn, that is to say, from the north most, end of the line first

menEoned unto the northmost end of the Eight mile line being

the third menéoned line, which fowrth line with the first men

Eoned line shall be the bounds where they shall fall to runn.

And that from the eastward end of the fowrth menEoned line

(which is to be twelve miles in length) a line parralell to Hud

son’s River in every place twenty miles distant from Hudson’s

River shall be the bounds there between the said Territory or

Province of New Yorke and the said Collony of Connecticutt

soe far as Connecticutt Collony doth extend northwards, that

is to the south line of the Massachusetts Collony.

Only it is Provided that in case the line from Byram’s

Bro0k’s Mouth north north west Eight Miles and the line

that is thence to runn twelve miles to the end of the third

foremen6oned line of Eight Miles, doe diminish or take away

any land within twenty myles of Hudson’s River, that then

soe much as is in land diminished of twenty miles from Hud

son’s River thereby shall be added out of Connecticutt bounds

unto -the Line aforemen6oned and paralell to Hudson’s River

and twenty miles distant from it, the addition to be made the

whole length of the said paralell line and in such breadth as

will make upp Quantity for Quantity what shall be dimin

ished as aforesaid.

That what arrearages are due from the Towne of Rye to
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the Collony of Connecticutt for former yeares and the present

yeare’s Rate shall be paid to Connecticutt.

That two Surveyors be appointed the one from New Yorke

and the other -from Connecticutt to make a Survey and runn

the before mcnéoned lines, partitions, limitts and bounds be

tween His Roy11 High" Province of New Yorke and the Col

lony of Connecticutt; And the Surveyors are to meete all the

towne of Standford on the first Wednesday of October next

ensueing, and to be directed by one of the Councell and two

more Commissionated from each Governmh

That if it shall please the King’s Majesty and His Royn

High“1 to accept and confirme these Articles they shall be

good to all intents for ever between his Roy11 HighsS and his

heires and assignes and the Corporaéon of Connecticutt and

their Successors, and this Agreemt is to be in full force,-power

and virtue from the day of the date hereof. In Witnesse

whereof the Partyes above menéoned have to these Presents

Interchangably sett their Hands and Seales, at Fortt James in

New Yorke, the twenty eighth day of November in the thirty

fifth yeare of his Majtie Reigne, Annoq Domni 1683.

Signed sealed and delivered
in tlie presence off ROBERT TREAT (Seal)

JOHN SPRAGGE Secry NATHAN GOLD (Seal)

M N JOHN ALLYN (Seal)
GEA,,T:Hi3l;:WEi,(?,(z)I,:,[:s WILLIAM PITKIN (Seal)

[The foregoing agreement is here printed from the New York copy, as published in

the Apgendix to the Report of the Commissioners on the Boundary, (1857) pp. 110,

111. f the copy, whic was formerly in the Secretary’s oflice at Hartford, only the

last half sheet is now preserved, (bound, by mistake, with papers relatin to Trade

&c., I. 10). with the signatures and seals of Gov. Dongan and “Antho: rockholz,

Fredryck Flypsen, S. V. Cortlandt, John Youngs; ” witnessed, as above.]

No. LIII.(2).

GOV. TREAT AND THE CONNECTICUT COMMISSIONERS TO THE IN

HABITANTS OF RYE.

[Repri/Med, from Bo1ton’s History of Westchester County, IL, 26, 27.]

Fayrefeild, December 3, 1683.

Loveing friends,

We had purposed in our passage to York to have called

upon you, but the badness of the weather and taking our

passage by water, we mist the opportunity of seeing you in

our going theither and in our return, and therefore we take
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this first opportunity to acquaint you that although we were

loath to have parted with you and would have been glad to

have continued you in this Government, yet the providence

of God hath so disposed that by our agreement with Governor

Dongan we were forced to part with you and could not help

it; and the governor promised us that he would not by this

change alter any man’s property or propriety; and therefore

we thought it necessary to acquaint you of this change, and

also to advise you speedily to apply [to] him to grant you

confirmation of your bounds and proprieties, which we doubt

not but he will do also. We must acquaint you that you must

by our agreement, pay to this colony this year’s rates, which

the treasurer will appoint you, to whom you shall pay it

speedily; it is one penny half penny upon the pound,,accord

ing to the list presented to the General Court in October last.

By the agreement with the Governor Dongan, -the west

bounds of our Colony_is now Byram River, and it runns as

the river till it comes to the road, and from thence it runns

north north west,- till it hath run eight miles from the east

point of said Byram River. Gentlemen, we do request you

to be satisfied and content with this change and to carry it

suitably to the Government under which you are now stated,

and apply yourselves to the Honorable Governor who is a noble

GentI1 and will do what you shall desire in a regular manner

to promote your welfare which with best respects is all the

needful from yoI assured friends,

ROBERT TREAT, Governor.

NATHAN GOLD, .
JOHN ALLYN’ ; Assistants.

Endorsed;] These for Lnt Joseph Horton

and] the selectmen of the town of Rye.

Copia vera, David Jamison, Cl. County.

No. LIV.

ABSTRACT OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE CLAIM OF THE DUKE

OF HAMILTON AND HIS HEIRS.

[Miscell.,L 58; Copies & Letters, pp. 133-137.]

Copy of the Patent or grant from the Council at Plymouth,

to the Right Honorable James, Marquis Hamilton, his heirs

and assigns, of “all that part, purparte and portion of Main

Lands of New England aforesaid, situate, lying and beginning
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at the middle part of the mouth or entrance of the River of

Conecticut‘ in New England, from thence to proceed along

the ' sea coast to the Narohigansetts River or Harbor, there to

be accounted about sixty miles, and soe up the western arm

of that river to the head thereof, and into the land northwest

ward till sixty miles be finished, and so to cross over land

southwestwards to meet with the end of sixty miles to be

accounted from the mouth of Conecticut up northwest,” with

adjacent Islands &c., and also “ all that other parcel or portion

of lands, woods and woodgrounds lying on the east side of the

River of Sagadehock in the easterly part of New England” &c.

April 22d, 1635. Copy, certified William Wharton, Register,

Nov. 15, 1683, from a copy certified by William Blathwaite,

which was exhibited by Edward Randolph before the Court of

the King’s Commissioners, in 1683.

[Miscell., I. 59; Copies & Letters, p. 138.]

'

Petition of William and Ann, Duke and Duchess of Hamil

ton, to the King, May, 1664, reciting the grant of 1635, to the

petitioner’s father, and asking that their case may be heard by

the King’s Commissioners for New England, and that they

may be restored to their just rights &c.t

Order in Council, May 6th, 1664, for the reference of the

petition to the Commissioners, to examine the allegations

thereof, and preserve and restore to the petitioners’ their just

right and interest, or otherwise to report, &c.

[Misoell., I. 60, 61; Copies & Letters, pp. 128-130.]

The answer of the Governor and General Court of Connec

ticut, to the Duke of Hamilton’s claim and petition.i

1. They are wholly ignorant of any river within the extent

of their charter that is known as Coveriicu.

2. If Connecticut river be intended thereby, they plead the

original patent to Lord Say and Sele and his partners, pur

chased by the colony, and lately ratified and confirmed by

the charter of 1662.

3. A considerable tract of the land in question was in the

Pequot country, attained by conquest, with loss of life and

great expense to the colony.

4. Thirty years’ peaceable possession by Connecticut, with

* It appears that in the original patent the name of the river was written 0>1;e1-ticute.

See Misce1l., I. 59, and the reply of the General Court to the Commissioners, in 1665.

1' Printed in 1}ppendix(No. XV.) to Trnmbull’s Hist. of Conn., Vol. I.

1_ 1 'I‘rumbull’s st. of Conn., 1. App. XX. The date there given (March 25th,1665,)

is that of the letter from the commissioners, to which this answer was returned. The

latter, both in the rough draft and the recorded copy, is without date.
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out any adverse claim preferred, has extinguished the Duke’s

right if such ever existed.

[Misce1l., I. 62; Copies & Letters, p. 134.]

Letter of Attorney from William and Ann, Duke and Duch

ess of Hamilton, and James, Earl of Aran, their son and heir,

to Edward Randolph Esq., to ask and demand and sue for all

lands &c. in New England, and to sue for and recover all right,

title and interest, they have or may have to the sayd lands &c.

Executed at London, July 30, 1683. A copy attested by Wm.

' Wharton, Register, Boston, Nov. 15, 1683.

[MiscelI., I. -62.]

“The substance of what was ofl'ered,” by the Narragansett

proprietors, at the Commissioners’ Court, in reply to the

Duke’s claim, preferred by Mr. Randolph. In the hand

writing of Hon. John Saflin.

[For. Correspondence, I. 30.]

Additional report by the King’s commissioners, in 1683,

At the instance of Mr. Randolph, they had again convened,—

heard Mr. Randolph’s pleas and improvements thereon, and

received the answer and defence of the proprietors, which they

transmit for his Majesty’s consideration;. and have caused

copies of the Duke’s deed and proprietors’ pleas to be sent to

Connecticut, &c.* Copy, certified by Wm. Wharton, Nov. 19,

1683.

[Miscell., I. 64.]

Proceedings of the Governor and Council, at a meeting in

Hartford, December 13, 1683.1

The claim of the Duke of Hamilton not having been pre

sented to the King’s Commissioners till the closing of their

commission, the Council have had no opportunity to hear the

particulars thereof; but having received from the Commis

sioners, a copy of the deed to the Marquis of Hamilton, as the

ground of said claim, they offer thereto, as the present time

will admit, this answer,—so far as relates to that part of the

claimed territory which is included within the colonyof Con

necticut:—

That there is no evidence of the ratification of the deed

from the Great Council of Plymouth; but if this deed were

authentic,

That the grantees had not complied with the conditions or

consideration on which all the grants of the Plymouth Council

 

1!‘ 1 Mass. Hist. Coll. V. 244; R. Hist. Coll. III. 237, 238.

T TrumbulI’s Hist. of Gonn., L 862, 868.
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were founded, by propagating the Gospel and planting a colo

ny to the enlargement of the King’s dominions; and that they

had never taken possession, purchased the native right, or

made any legal claim to the territory.

That the grant or Patent from the Council to Lord Say &

Sele, Lord Brooke &c. in 1631, preceded that to the Marquis

of Hamilton and included the greater part of the same territo

ry: and that this patent, assigned to Connecticut,.was confirmed

by the charter of Charles II. who in his letter of April 23,

1664, “ was pleased to call his grant, a renewing of our

charter.” '

That the Duke having failed to make known his pretensions,

the colonists of Connecticut had purchased the native right

and, under the protection of the King’s Letters Patent and

special encouragement, had planted and improved, &c. and

engaged in chargeable and bloody wars to secure their right, &c.

That the Duke’s title, if his deed had been good, fails by

the statute of Limitation, he not pursuing his title in twenty

years. -

No. LV.

[Fen Corresp., I. 31.]

CHARLES R. '

Trusty and Welbeloved, Wee greet you well. Whereas

Wee are informed of great disorders and depredations dayly

committed to the prejudice of Our Allyes contrary [to the]

Treaties between vs and a good correspondence that ought to

bee maintained between Christian Princes and States ; And

Wee having already given strict order in Our Island of Ja

maica against such illegal proceedings, by passing a law for

Restraining and punishing Privateers and Pirats ; Our will

and pleasure is, that you take care such a law (a copie whereof

is herewith sent you)* bee passed within Our Colony under

your Government, which you are to certify unto vs by the first

opportunity. AI1d soe Wee bid you heartily farewell. Given

 

*Recorded in book of “ Copies of Letters,” pp. 47-50. See p, 151,-ante. Since

that page was printed, it has been ascertained that the copy there referred to, (Trade

& Maritime Affairs, I. 35,) was received from England at a later period, enclosed in a

letter from the Council of Trade, March 21st, 1697-8. The endorsement is therefore

correct.
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at Our Court at Newmarket, the eighth day of March, 1683-4,

in y8 36th year of Our Reigne.

By His Mam Command,

L. JENKINS.

To Our Trusty and Welbeloved

Our Governor and Company of Our

Colonyof Connecticut in New

England in America.

“ Recd June 28, 1684, night before Saboth day. The

proclamation was published June 30"‘, being Munday.”

- No. LVI.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS AND SURVEYORS, FOR LAYING OUT

THE LINE BETWEEN CONNECTICUT AND NEW YORK.

[Co]. Boundaries, II. 46.]

Pursuant to a Commission from the Right Honble Thomas

Dongan, Governour Generall of all his Royall Highnesses

Territories in America, &c., bearing date the 26th day of Sep

tember, 1684.*

Wee underwritten did upon the first Wednesday of this

instant October meet, at ye towne of Stanford, Major Nathan

Gold, Capt. Jonathan Sellick, Ensigne Daniel Sherman, Mr.

John Harrimant Surveyor, corhissionated at a Generall Court

held att Hartford, as by theire corhission they produced bear

ing date May the eighth, 1684, doth fully appeare.

Wee went to Lions Point on ye east side of Birom River.

and from ye mouth of s<1 River where itt falls into ye Sea, we

measured up the said River and found itt to be one mile and

halfe and twenty rodds, bearing North halfe Easterly, and so

came to a great Rock stone at ye Wading Place, where the

road cutts ye sd River, and from thence directed our course

North North West, six miles and a halfe, and there marked

p‘ three white oake trees as in the margent; thence

O R. directed our course West and by North seven miles

0 and one hundred and twenty rodds, which brought

 

* Doc. Relating to the Hist. of N. York, III. 356.

1 Mr. John Harriman, (grad. H. C. 1667,) had previousl been em loyed by the

General Court to make observations for determining the Co ony’s nor bounds, and

the correction of Woodward & Safi"ery’s line. See p. 83 ante.
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us to ye Northernmost end of a Reach of Hudson’s River,

which bears as we judged South and by West a quarter West

erly, and North and by East a quarter Easterly, which above

said line falls upon the s‘1 Reach about Three miles above

Frederick Philips upper Mills over against Tapan, and ye said

River bearing North as to itts generall course upwards, we

conclude the above mentioned West and by North line to be

the shortest from sEl Three marked Trees to Hudson’s River,

and having unanimosly concluded that part of the Sound from

Lions Point Easterly to beare East North East, we did from

said Trees at eight mile distance run a paralell to the Sound,

vizt. East North East twelve miles, and still continued ye said

Twelve Mile line East North East one mile and sixtyfour

rodds, which then gave twenty miles from Hudson’s River,

and is eight miles North North West from y6 Sound. Then

finding the Oblong of twelve miles East North East and eight

miles North North West did deminish sixty one thousand foure

hundred and forty acres from ye twenty miles from Hudson’s

River, we added to ye abovesaid twenty miles upon ye East

North East line, three hundred and five rodds more, to run

at yt additional breadth, paralell to Hudson’s River, till it

meets with the Mathethusetts Line, which we demed one hun

dred miles distant from our eight mile line, which severall

courses, with theire destances, together with the three hun

dred and five rodds added, doe clearly 'appear in ye Platt by

the surveyers drawne and hereunto annexed; which addition

of three hundred and five rodds we refer for itts confirmation

and ratification to the two Governments from whence we are

imployed ; and that the above written is_a true report of our

proceedings, we have this tenth day of October, one thousand

six hundred eighty and foure, subscribed our names in Stand

.ford.

JOHN Younos

JOHN PELL _

ROBERT VAUQUELLIN

PHILLIP WELLES Survr.‘

Millford, February the 2511, 1684-5. The Report made by

the within mentioned persons is this day assented unto, and

 

_ * The names of “Nathan Gold, Jonathan Sellick, Daniel Sherman and’ John Her

riman, C0rnmr’s for Connecticut,” are also subscribed to this report,—as published

in the Report of the New York commissioners, (1857) App. 0. p. 118.
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ratified by us; &: it is ordered that it be recorded in the books

of Record for both Governments, as witnesse or hands.

Witnesses. ' I

J. PALMER / - L

J. SPRAGGE

JOHN YOUNGS

NATHAN GOLD _ 0%

WM Jonns 7-’

JOHN ALLYN 7-‘Vii’ \ \

Jonn NASH . -

WILLIAM PITKIN.

 

No. LVII.

FROM THE LORDS OF THE COUNCIL, ANNOUNCING THE DEATH OF

CHARLES II., AND THE ACCESSION OF JAMES II.

[For. Correspondence, I. 33.]

After our hearty Commendations. It having pleased

almighty God this day to take to his Mercy out of this trouble

some life our late Soveraign Lord King Charles of most Bles

sed Memory ; and thereupon His late Mats only Brother and

Heir King James the Second being here proclaimed, wee have

thought fit hereby to signify the same unto you, with direc

tions that with the Assistance of the Councill and other the

Principall Oflicers and Inhabitants of Conecticut, You pro

claim His most sacred Maty according to the Form here

inclosed, with the solemnities and ceremonies requisite on the

like occasion. And wee do further transmit, unto you His

Mats most gracious Proclamation, signifying His Matli pleasure

that all men being in Office of Government at the decease of

the late King, His Ma" most Dear and most Intirely Beloved

Brother, shall so continue as during His late Mats life, untill

His Mats Pleasure be further known; which wee do in the

like manner Will and Require you forthwith to cause to be

proclaimed and published in the Chief Place or Places within

your Jurisdiction. And so not doubting of your ready com

plyance herein, wee bid you heartily farewell.
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From the Councill Chamber in Whitehall the sixth day of

February, 1684. ‘ Your very Loving Friends,

W. CANT. GUILEORD O S. ROCHESTER HALIFAX C.P.S.

PETERBOROW CHESTERFIELD BEAUFORT

CRAvEN CLARENDON HUNTINGDON

AILESBURY J . BRIDGEWATEB.

MIDDLETON J. ERNLE , L. JENKINS

DARTMOUTH JOHN Nronoms

Endorsed, “Received 19lh of Aprill, 1685. King proclaimed y= 22¢, at Hartford.

\

 

No. LVIII.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO SIR LEOLINE JENKINS.

[For. Coiresp. I.‘ 86 b.]

Honble Sir: The Right Honble Lords of the Council’s let

ters of the 6th of February past were received by our Gover

nor upon the 19th day of this moneth, who thereupon repayred

to this place and called his Councill forthwith, who, according

to their Honors direction, ordered that his Matie James the

Second be proclaymed King of England, Scotland, France and

Ireland, Defendor of the Fayth, wth great solemnity and affec

tion ; which was accordingly attended this day about two of the

clock ; and order is taken that his Matie be in like maner pro

claymed in the other county townes of this Colony forthwith.

Sf, we take this opportunety to return our hearty thankes

to the right Honble Lords for theire respect and favoure to vs

in granting vs their orders and direction in the afoarsd great

affayre, requesting their HonoHi good affection may be contin

ued unto vs. We request you would be pleased to informe

their Lordships of our ready complyance with their directions.

Allso, that you would so far favour us as to present the

inclosed Address to our Soveraigne Lord King James the

second, and represent us to his Matie, his most loyall and du

tifull subjects.

Honourable Sf, We are your Hono" most affectionate

freinds and humble servants, the Govr and Councill of the

Colony of Conecticutt.

ROBERT TREAT, Govt.

‘ p order of the Councill,

Hartford, Aprill 2211, 1685. JOHN ALLYN, Secret'y.

For the Honble Sr Lyonell Jenkins,

at White hall, humbly prsent.



APPENDIX. 341

No. LIX.

mnnass ro THE KING; APRIL, 1685.

[For. Corresp. I. 36.]

To the most high and mighty Prince, James the Second,

by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France & Ire

land, King, Defender of the Fayth, Supreme Lord of the

Plantation and Colony of Conecticut in New England and

all other your Maties Teritories and Dominions.

The humble Address of your Ma“es Governor and Council

of your Colony of Conecticutt in New England humbly shew

eth,-- ‘

That we your Maties most loyall and dutifull subjects have

ing received from the Right Honble Lords a letter dated at

Whitehall the sixth day of February, 1684, signifying ye death

of or late Soveraigne Charles the second, of blessed memory,

which we doe heartily condole,

As allso an order for the proclamation of your Royall Matie

King of England, Scotland, France & Ireland, Defender of

the Fayth &c., which we have readily and heartily attended

and proclaymed this day in a solemne maner, in the head town

of our Colony, with acclamation of joy and affection followed

with or prayers to Allmighty God (by whome Kings reigne)

to bless your Made with long life and a happy reigne for the

glory of God and the good of all your Maties subjects ;

Humbly beseeching your most excelent Matie to grant the

benigne shines of your favour to this your poore Colony of

Conecticutt, in the continuance of the liberties and properties

granted to us by or late Soveraigne Charles the second of

blessed memorie, that we may be encouraged in our small

beginings and live under your royall shadow a quiet and

peaceable life in all godlyness and honesty,who are your Maties

loyall, dutifull and obedient subjects, the Governor and Coun

cill of your Maties Colony of Conecticutt.

- Rosnnr TREAT, Govt

by order of the Councill,

JOHN ALLYN, SecretYy,

Hartford on Conecticutt,

April 22d, 1685.
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No. LX.

SECRETARY ALLYN TO MAJOR PELEG ssnnronnf

[War, 1. 145, b.] I

Hartford, May 29, 1685.

Honord S‘. I am comanded to informe you that the Govt

prsented to our Genll Court, May 14, 1685, an accot he received

from yourselfe of severall disbursments you say you made in

the late Indian war, which they have considered and examined,

and canot looke at it as a just acco¢, and sundry artickles in it

being to their judgments unreasonable and this Colony very

litle if at all concerned, and the time sett for ajusting of accot5

being past, they doe not see reason to alow your demands.

Yet notwthstanding seeing possibly you may have shewed

kindness to some of our soldiers, they have agreed to alow

you ten pownds if you please to rest sattisfyed therewith; but

if that will not content you, if you see reason and can make

your clayme to be just from this Colony, they will pay what

so appears, provided it be done by October Court next. Your

answer hereto will be necessary, if you expect farther from

this Colony. But I shall not enlarg, yet remayne, Honord Sf,

your humble servant,

p order, JOHN ALLYN Sect.

Postscript. S‘, your damage by pilfering &c. in your acco‘,

how we came to be chargeable wth it is wonderfull; and sun

dry perticulars are too high charged.

For the Honord Major Peleg Sandford Esq’, at his house in

Newport on Rhode Island, dd.

 

No. LXI.

sceoonrs or THE cononr TREASURER, ocrosnn,-1685.

[Finance &c. Vol. 1. Doc. 4.]

We whose names are underwritten being appointed by y°'

Genll Court to auditt the Treasurer’s acco" for ye yeare past,

doe find the result as to debt & creditt as followeth :—

* Major Peleg Sanford, of Newport, was one of the Assistants of the colony of Rhode

Island, from 1667, to March, 1680, when he succeeded Mr. Cranston as Governor, and

contmued in oflice until 1683. In September of that year, he was {chosen, with

Capt. Fenner the Golony’s agent to go to England, to present an address to the

King. _R. I. Rec. IH. 80, 122, 134.
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Countrey, C’. 

Li. .d.

Imp‘. To arreares of rates as p pticulars appeare, 93.10.03

It. To overpayd sundry psons, 04.07.10

It. To arreares of appeals, 05.00.00

It. To arreares of fines, 07.00.00

109.18.01

_ Arrears of debts upon losse.

Li. s. d.

It. To Jere. Adams his estate, 275.04.00

It. To Richard Smith yB butcher, 0-10.13.09

315.17.09

It. To arrears of appeals as que. 14.00.00

Cash.

It. To Mr. Skinner as p bill appeares, 20.00.00

It. To Mr. Joseph Whiting, as Treasurer, 19.07.04 _

39.07.04

It. To petitions, none as wee heare of.

It. To countrey stocke of Amunition &c.

It. 4 barrlls of Powder.

It. about 100lbs of bulletts & a parcell of flints.

It. 3 firkins of lead, about 120.

It. 5C of bread, in Mr. Lord’s hands.

It. 2% ditto, lent Mr. Willis by ye Gent".

Countrey, p contra, D’.

Li. . d.

To several psons unpaycl as by pticulars appeares, 15307.06

To ye Treasurer, to ball. 16.00.04

Cash.

To Mr. Wharton at Boston, 85.12.01

To Mr. Rich‘1 Smith, Narragansett, 12.06.04

To Capt. Peleg Sanford, 10.00.00

Hartford, Octobr 14"), 1685.

. JAMES BISHOP,

Errors Excepted SAM“ TALCOTT,

p us THOMAS LEFFINGWEL,

JOHN BURR.
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No. LXII.

[Trade & Mar. Afiairs, I. 12.]

“ INSTRUCTIONS by the Commission" for managing and caus

ing to be leavyed and collected his Maj“ Customs, Subsidyes

and other Dutyes in England, to William Dyre EsqY,* sent by

them Surveyr Genll of his MajW Customs in his severall Colo

nys and Plantations in America, &c.” Signed by Charles

Cheyne, Andrew Newport, Richard Temple, George Downing,

Nicholas Butler: Custom House, London, 4 Jan. 1682. Copy,

certified by John Allyn, 31 March, 1686. 8pp.

No. LXIII.

[Trade & Mar. Affairs, I. 13.]

INSTRUCTIONS from William Dyre, Surveyor General &c. to

Daniell Wetherell Esq’, appointed Deputy Collector and Chief

Searcher of his Majesty’s Customs, Subsidies and other Duties

in the Colony of Connecticut in New England. New London,

Mar. 9, 1685. 6 pp.

[Trade & Mar. Affairs, I. 14, 19.]

Complaint preferred by Mr. Dyre, to the Court of Admi

ralty, at Hartford, March 31st, 1686,'[ of the illegal importa- ‘_

tion of goods, at or near New London, on or about the begin

ning of March: said goods being of the growth and production

of Europe, and not shipped, laden nor taken in, in England,

Wales nor Berwick &c. as the Act requires ; declaring the

said goods forfeited, and asking that they may be condemned.

Warrant by Daniel Wetherell, March 15, 1685-6, to the

Marshall of New London county, to search for and seize cer

tain goods imported in the Brigantine Prosperous, John Pren

tice master, and several other vessels, without certificate

 

it William Dyre was commissioned by the Duke of York collector of his customs

in Ar_ner1ca, and came to New York with Andros, in 1674. In 1681, the arbitrary im

position of customs was resisted by the merchants of New York, and Dyre was

Indicted for high treason, for havmg enforced the collection of unlawful duties

and customs, and was sent to England for trial. Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y., III. 221,

289. No one appearing to prosecute the charge, in September, 1682, he was discharged

from his bonds; and a few months afterwards was a ain despatched to America, with

more ample powers. _ See his Commission, in Mass. ec. V. 530.

_ 1- The record of this court is not found. The files, including warrants, returns, tes

timonies, pleas, &c., are in Trade & Maritime Afiizirs, I. 15-33.
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produced, and by said Prentice put into the ware-house of Mr.

Cristopher Christophers, merchant, in New London ; with the

marshall’s return of seizure of European goods in Mr. Chris

topher’s ware-house and in the house of Mr. William Gibson.

N0. LXIV.

[For. Corresp. I. 34.]

Trusty and Welbeloved, Wee greet you well. As Wee can

not doubt of the ready and dutifull assurances and expres

sions of Loyalty and Obedience from Our good subjects vnder

your Government since Our Accession to the Crown, so Wee

shall at all times extend Our Royall Care and Protection to

them in the Preservation of their Rights and in the Defence

and Security of their Persons and Estates, which Wee think

fitt that you signifie vnto the Inhabitants of that Our Colony

whereof you are Governour; as also that vpon the meeting of

Our Parliament, they have for the repaires of Our Navy and

for providing Stores for Our Navy and Ordnance and other

Our important occasions, chearfully and vnanimously given

and granted vnto vs an ayd and assistance to be raised and

levyed vpon all Tobacco and Sugar to be imported into this

Our Kingdom, according to such Rates and during such time

and in such manner and form as by the Act herewith sent you

is more particularly set forth, which imposition as it is not

layd on the Planter or Merchant but only vpon the Retailer,

Consumptioner or Shopkeeper, Wee are well assured will not

be inconvenient or burthensome to Our subjects in America,

but that on the contrary it will be of great benefitt, credit

and advantage to them by the enabling vs the better to defend

and protect the Navigation of this Kingdom and the Trade of

Our Plantations, which cannot but be of great satisfaction and

security to the inhabitants of that Our Colony.

Wee have likewise thought fitt to acquaint you for the

information of Our Subjects vnder your Government, that the

Peace and Quiet of Our Kingdom of Scotland has received

44
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some disturbance, from the traiterous practices and rebellions

of the late Earl of Argile, by his landing in the West High

lands with men and arms, but that it has pleased God to

deliver that Traitor and his Rebellious Followers into Our

hands, so that upon seizing his ships and arms and materials

of warr, and defeating the multitude he had gathered together,

he is now secured in Our castle of Edinburgh in order to his

execution, whereby the peace of that Kingdom is perfectly

establisht, and Our forces there ready and att leasure to

receive and obey such orders as Our service shall require

elsewhere.

Wee are likewise pleased to inform you that the late Duke

of Monmouth, since attainted of Treason, is in the same

Traiterous and Rebellious manner landed in the Western

Parts of this Kingdom, and with a number of men of the

lowest degree, and many of them vnarmed, has given disquiet

to those Parts; But by the care Wee have taken in sending

thither a suflicient number of Our standing forces of horse,

foot and dragoons, who are now in pursuit of him, Wee are

expecting to hear of the total defeat of that Traitor and his

Accomplices, and We being at the same time perfectly as

sured of the constant and vndoubted fidelity of the Nobility

and Gentry as well as of the Militia of this Kingdom, and

having for the better confirmation of the Peace and Tran

quility of Our Dominions ordered such other new levyes of

horse, foot and dragoons as will be requisitt, Wee cannot fail

by the blessing of God of a happy issue and success in Our

affairs. All wch Wee have thought fitt to intimate unto you

for the preventing any false rumors or reports which might be

spread amongst Our subjects at that distance, by the malitious

and traiterous insinuations of ill men. And so Wee bid you

Farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall, the 26th day of

June, 1685, in the first year of Our Reign.

By His Ma" Command,

SUNDERLAND.

To Our Trusty & Wellbeloved,

The Governr of Our Colony of Conecticut

in New England in America.
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No. LXV.
 

EDWARD RANDOLPH TO THE LORDS’ COMMITTEE, PRAYING WRITS

OF QUO WARRANTO AGAINST RHODE ISLAND AND CONNECTI

CUT.

[Reprinted, from R. I. Rec. III. 176, (from J. Carter Brown’s MSS. IV. 196.)]

To the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee for

Trade and Foreign Plantations.

Ma;r it please your Lordships: In pursuance of your Lord

ships order of the 5th of May last, directing me to prepare

papers containing all such particulars then complained of,

upon which Writs of Quo Warranto might be granted against

the Collonys of Connecticut and Rhode Island, in New Eng

land, I have accordingly drawn up several articles of high

misdemeanors (herewith annexed), the proofs whereof I am

ready to make out against those Collonys.

And to the intent no time may be lost in prosecuting those

articles to effect which will otherwise much hinder the settle

ment of New England, it is humbly prayed that writs of Quo

Warranto may be forthwith issued out against the Governors

and Companys of those Collonys, that their Charters being

vacated, they also may thereby be united under his Majesty’s

laws and government.

All which is humbly submitted, by

(Signed) E. RANDOLPH.

No. LXVI.

ARTICLES OF MISDEMEANOR AGAINST CONNECTICUT.

[N. England Entries, II. 241. Reprinted from Chalmers, 301-804.]

ARTICLES of high PROOFS out of the law-book of that colong,

misdemeanour, e:chib- printed at Cambridge, in lVew England, 1673.

ited against the gover

nor and company of

Connecticut, to the

Lords- Commissioners

for Plantations, the

15th qfJul_1/, 1685.

1. They have made 1. Page 1. It is ordered that no man’s life

laws contrary to the shall be taken away, unless it is by virtue or

laws of England. equity of some express law of this colony, and
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2. They impose

fines upon the inhabi

tants and convert them

to their own use.

3. They enforce an

oath of fidelity upon

the inhabitants with

out administering the

oath of supremacy

and allegiance, as in

their charter is direct

ed.

sufiiciently published ; or in case of the defects

of a law in any particular case, by some clear

and plain rule of the word of God, in which

the whole court shall concur.

Page 30. Title, Houses and Lands. It is

ordered, that no inhabitant of this colony

shall have power to make sale of his accommo

dations of houses or lands to any but the in

habitants of the town, wherein the said house

and land are situated, without the consent of

the town; or unless he hath first propounded

the sale thereof to the town where situated,

and they refuse to give so much as any other

chapman will.

Page 37. Title, Judges and Jurors. It is

ordered, that the judges of the courts shall

have liberty, if they do find, in their judge

ment, the juries not to have attended the evi

dence given in, and true issue of the casein

their verdict, to cause them to return toa second

consideration of the case; and, if they shall

still persist in their former opinions, to the dis

satisfaction of the court, to nominate another

jury, and commit the consideration of the case

to them. And it is also left in the power of

the bench to vary and alter the damages given

in by any jury, as they shall think most equal

and righteous; provided that what alteration

shall be made in that kind be done in open

court, before the plaintiff and defendant be re

leased from their attendance.

Page 46. Title, Marriage. For the prose

cution* of unlawful marriages, it is ordered,

that no person, within that jurisdiction, shall

join any persons together in marriage but the

magistrates.

2. Page 3. Title, Alarm. Five pounds

fine to be paid to the public treasurer.

3. Page 53. Oath of fidelity.

* An error of the copyist or printer. Read “ preventing.”
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4. They deny to the

inhabitants the exer

4. Page 22. It is ordered, that, where the

ministry of the word is established, according

cise of the religion of to the order of the gospel, throughout this col

the church of Eng

land; arbitrarily fin

ing those who refuse

to come to their con

gregational assemblies.

0. His majesty’s

subjects, inhabiting

there, cannot. obtain

justice in the courts

of that colony.

6. They discourage

and exclude [from]

the government all

gentlemen of known

loyalty, and keep it in

the hands of the inde

pendent party in the

colony.

ony, every person shall duly resort and attend

thereunto respectively upon the Lord’s day,

and upon such public fast-days, days of thanks

giving, as are to be generally kept by the ap

pointment of the authority: And, ifany person

within this jurisdiction, without necessary

cause, withdraw himself from the public minis

try of the word, he shall forfeit for his absence

from every such meeting five shillings.

5. Page 41. It is ordered, that whosoever

shall defame any court of justice, or the senten

ces or proceedings of the same, or any of the

magistrates or judges of any such courts, in

respect of any act or sentence therein passed;

and, being thereof lawfully convicted in any

court of assistants, or general court, he shall

be punished for the same, by fine, imprison

ment, disfranchisement, or banishmerit, as the

quality or nature of the offence shall deserve.

All which is humbly submitted by

EDWARD RANDOLPH!’

No. LXVII.

ORDER IN COUNCIL, AND REPORT FOR QUO WARRANTOS &C.

[Repn'nted, from Doc. Relating to Hist. of N. York, III. 362.]T

At the Court at Whitehall ye 17 of July, 1685.

By y6 KINGS Mosr EXCELLENT MAJESTY and ye Lords of his

Mats most honble Privy Councill.

A Report from y2 Right Honbla ye L8 of ye Comtea for

 

*“Decem. 20, [l684.] I was ordered to prepare Articles agl ye two Colonies of

Rhode Island and Connecticott.” (Randolph’s “ Short Narrative ” in Mass. Archives.)

The articles exhibited against Rhode Island are printed in R. I. Records, III. 175, from

J. Carter Brown's Manuscripts.

1' Plantations General Entries, XXXII. 230.
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Trade & Foreign Plantations being this day read at the Board

in ye Words following:

May it please yo' Majesty,

Wee have received from Edward Randolph Esq: Surveyor

of yo‘ Ma"1 Customs in New England several articles of high

misdemeanors exhibited by him against ye Govr & Compa of

ye Colony of Connecticut & against ye GovIr & Comp*L of Rhode

Island & Providence Plantation in N. England upon consider

ation whereof wee are humbly of opinion that your Maty be

pleased to refer ye said articles to yor AttorY Grall wth order

forthwith to bring Writts of Quo Warranto against those Cor

porations.

Wee have also received a Lre from ye Mayor, Alderman and

principal Officers of y6 Citty of New York dated ye.13th of May

last setting forth that since yor Ma‘Y hath been pleased to prmit

Delaware & ye two Jerseys to be separated from y° Govmt of

New York that City hath extreamly suffered by the loss of at

at least one third pt of its Trade and hath ever since much

decayed in the number of Inhabitants, Rents & Buildings.

And that yor Mats Revenue doth likewise suffer thereby

whereupon wee likewise offer or opinions that yor Ma"I

Attorney Graill. may have directions to consider the several

Grants & Proprietyes of East & West New Jersey & of Dela

ware aforemenconed & to enter ye like Writs of Quo Warranto

against ye respective Proprietors if he shall find cause, it being

of very great & growing prejudice to yor Ma" alfaires in ye

Plantaéon & to yor Customs here that such independent Gov

ernments be kept up & maintained wthouta nearer & more

Imediate Dependance on yor MaW. All which is most humbly

submitted,

Roonnsrnn, HALHFAX, P.

CLARENDON, C. P. S. ORMOND,

Council Chamber 15 July, 1685. BEAUFORT.

His Maty being graciously pleased to approve of the same

is pleased to order and direct that y‘’ said Articles be & they

are hereby referred to Sr Rt Sawyer Knt his Ma" Attory

Generall who is forthwith to bring Writs of Quo Warranto

against y° Govr & Compfl of ye Colony of Conecticutt &

against ye Govr & Compa of Rhode Island & Providence Plan

ta6on_ in New England And it is further ordered that Mr.

Attorney Grall do forthwith consider of y° severall Grants &_

Proprietors of East & West New Jersey & of Delaware & enter

y° like writts of Quo Warranto against y‘3 respective Proprie

tors thereof if he shall find cause.

WILLIAM BRIDGEMAN.‘

5* William Bridgeman, clerk of the Privy Council; sworn Jan. 16, 1684.
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MEM:

My Lord President is desired by the Right Honble ye Lords

of y“ Comtee for Trade and Planta6ons to move his Maty that

the directions to Mr Attorney Grall that ye prosecution of

severall Writts of Quo Warranto against the Propriety of the

Province of Maryland & against the Colonies of Conecticut &

Rhode Island & ye Proprieties of East and West New Jersey &;

of Delaware in America may be renewed & that ye Same may

be prosecuted to effect.

Councill Chamber, 21 April, 1686.

 

. No. LXVIII.

MR. RANDOLPlE[’S PROPOSALS ABOUT QUO WARRANTO.

[Reprinted R. Island Records, III. 177, from J. Carter Brown’s MSS., IV. 197.]

August 3, 1685.

To the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee for Trade

and Foreign Plantations.

May it please your Lordships: Pursuant to his Majesty’s

order in Council, of the 17th of July last, to Mr. Attorney

General, I have received three writs of Quo Warranto, issued

out against the several proprietors of East and West New Jer

seys and Delaware; and also two other writs of Quo Warranto,

with summons from the Sheriffs of London, ordered to be

brought against the Collonys of Connecticut and Rhode Island,

in New England, which are returnable the next term.

Now to the intent the time limited for serving the writs upon

the Governors and Companys of those Collonys may not be

lapsed by delays, and the difficulties of a winter voyage and

his Majesty’s prosecutions thereby rendered ineffectual, as it

was in serving the Writ of Quo Warranto against the Boston

Charter:

It is humbly proposed, that in three weeks time, at farthest,

a ship is bound from London, directly to New England, by

which (if your Lordships think fit), the Quo Warrantos may

be sent and served accordingly, to the end there may be no

delays made in that afi"air.*

All which is humbly submitted.

 

* “ August 15, [1685], I was directed to serve ye Qno Warranto upon my Ld Balti

more, Proprietor ofMaryland and B Proprietor of East and West Jersey, and to serve

ye tw_o Writs upon ye Colonies of . Island & Connecticott: all wch I duly performed.”

“Jan. 20, [1685-6], I and my family imbarked upon ye Rose Fri ot, for N. Eng

land." Randolph’s “Short Narrative of my Proceedings” &c. in ass. Archives,

(Usurpation Papers, H. 218-220.)
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N0. LXIX.

MR. RANDOLPH’S PROPOSALS ABOUT QUO WARRANTO.

[Reprinted R. I. Records, H1. 178, from J. Carter Brown’s MSS., IV. 198. The

first portion of the paper (which is dated August 18, 1685,) relates to affairs in Massa

chusetts, and Eroposes an order for the temporary government of that Colony, until

his Majesty’s over-nor General of all the New England Colonies should be despatched

from England. He then adds,—]

I likewise humbly represent, that I have solicited the five

Quo Warrantos mentioned in his Majesty’s order of Council of

the 15th of July last, and served three writs upon the several

proprietors of East & West New Jersey and Delaware. I am

now attending to receive your Lordships’ further commands

about the two Quo Warrantos against the Collonys of Connec

ticut and Rhode Island, which are returnable the next term.

Now to the intent his Majesty’s prosecutions against those

Collonys be not by the difficulty of a winter’s voyage rendered

ineffectual, it is necessary (as I humbly conceive) that some

person be dispatched thither with orders to that purpose, upon

the first ship which sails from hence to Boston; and if his

Majesty please to commit that service to my charge, with the

conveyance of a Commission to erect a temporary government

there, I question not but to give “his Majesty a good account of

that affair; and also the two Collonys against which Quo

Warrantos are issued; and so by that means bring the several

Collonys in New England to a united and nearer dependance

upon the Crown.

All which is humbly submitted by, &c.

E. RANDOLPH.

 

N0. LXX.

EDWARD RANDOLPH TO GOVERNOR TREAT AND COUNCIL.

[Reprinted, from “ Documents Relating to the Col. Hist. of N. York,” III. 868.]

Boston, May ye 27“, 1686.

Gentll".

I am heartily glad for your sakes that I am, through the

blessing of God, safe arrived in Boston, where on the 25th

instant Joseph Dudley Esqr and the persons named in his

Majesties Commission of Governmt (some few indisposed 'ex

cepted) entered upon ye Governemt w"1 y8 generall Consent

and applause of the people. My time forbids me to be to per

ticular wth you in that matter: I am now to address to the
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concernes of yor Colonie; against wch I have wth me two Quo

Warrantoes as also against Road Island: his Matie intends

to bring all New England under one Governemt and nothing

is now remaineing on yor part but to think of an humble sub

mission and a dutifull resignation of your charter, wch if you '

are so hardie so”‘ offer to defend at law, whilste you are con

tending for a shaddow you will in the first place loose all that

part of your Colonie from Conecticot to N. Yorke and have it

annexed to that gouermt, a thing you are to certainly en

formed of already: & nothing will prevent, but yor obuiating

so generall a callamitie to all New England by an heartie and

timely application to his Matie wth an humble submission, W‘h

an annexed petition : to grant libertie of conscience, a confirm

atio & continuation to you of all ye lands now under your

Gouernement and such other fauo" as yor wants can best dic

tate unto you: A Court by y= Gouermt is ordered shortly to

be kept in ye Narragansit to assert the Authority graunted by

His Maties Comission & to prevent ye Road Islanders further

incursions: I expect not that you trouble me to enter your

Colonie as a .herauld to denounce warre ; my friendship for

you enclines mee to perswade an accomoda“, and to that end

desire you to send me word whether you will fauor yorselues

so farr as to come to me in Boston, where you will be wit

nesses of our peace & beleife of His Majesties Gouernmt not

such a scare crow as to afright men out of their estates & lib

erties rather than to submit & be happie: Wee expect some

ships will be in a moneth at farthest readie to saile fro hence

for England: and therefore whatever is intended must be

compleated on your part before that time: now if besids your

selues and some members of yor Counsell in and about Hart

_ford yor Governor & Deputie Gouernor & Major Gold and

some of yor Southerne Gentlen will vouchsafe to come as far

Mr Smith’s in Narroganset, send me & expresse a time ap

pointd, I question not but you will have Oppertunity to con

ferre wth some of ye principle Gentlemn of this Gouernm‘.

S" bless not yourselues wth vaine expectation of advantage &

spinninge out of time by my delay: I will engage tho’ the

weather be warme the writs will keep sound and as good as

when first landed: 1‘ my great care for your aduantage swells

my paper beyond ye size of a letter; should I wright but what

* “ as to" ?

f The time of return had lapsed and the writs were harmless before he landed.

His object in tnis and subsequent letters, was to hold the Quo Warrantos in terror-em

over the Colony, so as if possible to secure a surrender of the charter without serving

them. He even endeavored to construe the Council’s acknowledgment of the receipt

of this letter, into an admission of service of the write. (See No. LXXII.)

45
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were necessary twoulde tyre you & my selfe to: I desire you

to reach me out any oppertunity of serving you: and to

appoint you a speedie day: that I may communicate what is

not fit now to wright: and I assure you that I am always at

leisure to surve you becaus I am resolued to continue Gentln

Your humble Seruant,

ED. RANDOLPH.

I greatly wrong Mr. Blathwaite if I forget

to acquaint you yt he is much your friend in

y“ matter.

“Copie of Mr. Ed. Randolph's letter. Reccl 9 May 87, From Coll. Dongan."

 

No. LXXI.

GOVERNOR TREAT TO GOVERNOR DONGAN.

[Repn'med, from “ Documents Relating to the Col. Hist. of N. York,” III. 886.]

Honorble Sir

Yo" by Mr. Marshall I receaued and am glad to heare of

yours safe returne from Albanie and was enformed by Mr.

Shippe of Boston as he past wth his packet from me to yo’

honoI that you had full intelligence therein of affaires at Bos

ton and our Colonie also, And concerning Mr. Randolph’s

Letter written in great haste wch was a priuate letter to my

selfe and two other gentln in my absence; the grounds of his

opinion we know not, of any calamitie to N. E. if Conecticot

Col. must fall and part of it be Westward but it may be as

easie for us to fall that way as Eastward. I think I may say_

that by any of Mr. Randolph says to moue us to encline east

ward hath not at all prjudiced us against yoI honor or yo‘

Gouerm‘ wth whom we haue had so neighbourly a Correspond

ence and desire it may long continue so. Mr. Randolph en

formes us of a'Quo Warranto yt is wthhim against this Gou

erm‘ but we have seen nothing (as yet) but abide according

to his Majesties proclamation and Royall pleasure be further

known, waiting wth sylence and patience what may be next,

hopeing that we shall in all things approue ofselves his Matiea

loyall and good subjects and shall finde his princely fauo" and

protection for our encouragemt therein and request yor honor

would please to render us so to his Majestic (as you have

opportunity) wch is said Capt Legge is to saile fro Boston to

Londo ye 24th instant; and for all yor freindly counsells and

advice, I returne yor honor many thanks, and think they may
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be of good use to us, wch wth my humble service to yor honor,

I remaine,

Yor hono" humble Servant,

R. TREAT, G. C.

N. Hauen, June y8 14“, 1686.

For the Right Honorll Collonell Dongan

Gouerno' of Maties Territorys of N. Yorke.

O

No. LXXII.

GOVERNOR TREAT TO GOVERNOR DONGAN.

[Reprinted, from “ Documents Relating to the Col. Hist. of N. York," III. 386.]

Milford, July ye 3°‘, 1686.

Honor11 Sr

I haueing so greate experience of your neighbourly curte

sies am imboldened¢t0 request yor honors fauor & justice for

a neighbor, vid. Dauid Bull of Seabrook, who was as he saith

Constable there ye last yeare and had a prisoner corhitted to

him, and he charging a man wth him while seeking a second

to haue charge also, the first let him escape and cannot

recouer him, who is known to be anointed* rogue and villains

for stealing horses et cet. And this bearer tells me he is

greatly damnified in one of our Courts for his letting him run

away and he hears he is fled westward, he humbly craues yol’

honors good countenance and order to any of your inferiour

Ofiicers for his aid and assistance if he proues to need it & de

sire it for his apprehending and securing him for justice if he

proues to light on him within your province, and you shall

assure yourselfe of the like readiness to serue yo‘ honor and

it hath been no small trouble yt could not answer yor desires

of the same kinde, wch I alwayes stand ready to doe, but ye

wilderness is wide and so many rogues that entcrtaines and

conseales them yt we cannot serue our freinds as we would.

Sf, Mr. Randolph in his laste letter to Govr and Companie

seemes to winde up his resolve, instead of seruing his Quo

Warranto, to report as a priuate Gentleman lineally yt he

hath such a thing, and ye receat of such a letter is owned by

olr Counsell, wch he saith, is suflicient for to justifie him at

White hall without any further seruing or shewing any

authority from his Majestic at all about this Colony, wch way

of proceeding we understand not, seing its his Majesties pro

clamation to continue as we were till his Royall pleasure be

1* This word is doubtless an error of the transcriber; perhaps for “ a noted."
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manifested to us, and there we stand and must doe so for

ought I see yet. I have on Tuesday next 6th inst. call’d our

Court to meet ‘and consult, but what issue I know not. I

could be glad if [of] any good advice from yor honor who

am Sr

, Yor hono" humble Seruant

R. TREAT, Goa

For the honoble Gouernor Dongan

at New Yorke, be these.

 

No. LXXIII.

FIRST WRIT OF QUO WARRANTO.

[Misce1laneous, Vol. I. Doc. 10.]

Jacobus sc’dus Dei. Gra. Angl. Scot. Franc. & Hib’nie Rex,

fidei Defensor &c. vicib5 London. Sal’tm. Prcipim5 vob. qd

venir. faciat. corzi. nobis in Octab. Scti. Martini ubicunq. tunc

fu’in1S in Angl. Gub’nat0r. & Societat. Golonie Anglican. de

OONECDICOT in Nova Angl. in America ad respondend. nobis

Quo Warmnto clam. h’ere & uti divers. Lib’tat. privileg. &

Franches. infra Coloniam prd. videl’t in paroch. Scti. Mich’is,

Cornhill, London,unde impetit. sunt Et h’eat. ibi hoe bre. T.

G. D’no Jeifreys, apud Westmr viij0 die Julij, Anno R.M.

primo.

p Jud. Tr. 1m° Jacobi R. p Rege,

ASTRY.

This reced of Edward Randolph Esq‘, upon the

20th of July, 1686, about 12 or one in the morning.

_ pr vs JOHN TALCOTT Asst

Dd ye Govf, July 21, 1686. JOHN ALLYN SecretPy.

 

N0. LXXIV.

B. NORMANSELL, FOR THE SHERIFF OF LONDON, TO THE GOVERNOR

AND COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT.

[Miscellaneous, I. 12.]

London, July 25th, 1685.

.Gent1emen.

This day was delivered to my hands (as I am

Secondary to the Sherriifs of London) a Writt of QUO WAR

RANTO, issueing out of the Growne oflice of the Court of
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King’s Bench at Westm' against you the Governour and Com

pany of the English Colony of Conecdicot in New England in

America, re'qu_iring yoIr appearance before his Ma"°, wheres0

ever hee shall then bee in England, in eight dayes of St. Mar

tin,‘ to answer vnto our Lord the King by what warrant you

claime to have and use divers lib’tyes Priviledges and Fran

chises within the said Colony, vizt in the parish of St. Micha-'

ell, Cornhill, London, of wch you are impeach’t. And that

you may not bee ignorant of any part of the contents of the

said writt, I have enclosed sent you a true copy of the same,

(in his Mali" name) requireing your appearance to it, &

acquainting you that in default thereof, you will bee proceeded

agt to the outlawry, whereby the Lib’tyes, priviledges & fran

chises you claime & now enjoy will be forfeited to the King,

and yor Charter vacated and annulled. Of this, Gent. please

to take notice from

~ Yor humble Servant (vnknowne)

R1. NORMANSELL.

[Superscribed]

To the Governour & Company of the English

Colony of Conecticot in New England,

in America, These.

This reced of Edward Randolph Esqr, the 20th of July,

1686, about'12 or one of the clock in the morning. -

Dd y° Govt, July 21, 1686. p vs JOHN TALCOTT Ass‘.

- JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

[“ Pursuant to his Majesty’s orderin Councill . . . I accordingly served those

wnts; though by a tedious passage of almost six months from London to this place,

the time of their return was lapsed. However the Governor of Connecticut, upon

my delivering the writ to him at Hartford, on the 21st instant, has appointed a meet

ing of the Generall Court of that Collony1 to be called together to surrender their char

ter to his Majesty, if not persuaded by t e factions party here v(who are unwilling to

depend upon his Majesty’s favor) to stand a tryall, only to gain tune, and delay his

Majesty’s sending over a. Generall Governor.” Randolph, to the Lords of the Com

mittee of Trade and Plantations, July 28th.]

No. LXXV.

snoorm qoo wsnnanroi

[Miscellaneous, Vol. I. Doc. 11.]

Jacobus sc’dus Dei gra. Angl. Scot. Franc. an Hib’nie
 

*“ In octabis Sancti Martini,”-the third return day of Michaelmas Term,-No

vember 18th.

1* A copy of the letter from the under-sherifi‘ of London, enclosing the second writ,

dated Oct. 6th, 1685, is in “ Copies and Letters,” p, 55.
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Rex, fidei Defensor, &c. vic. London Sal’tem. Pfcipimll vob.

qd venir. faciat. cora nob. a die Pasche in quindecim dies,

ubicunq. tunc fu’imus in Angl. Gubernator. and Societat.

Colonic Anglican. de Conecdicot in nova Angl. in America,

ad respondend. nob. Quo Warranto clam. h’ere & uti divrs.

Lib’tat. Privileg. & Franches. infra Coloniam pYd. videl’t in

Paroch. Sci. Mich’is, Cornhill,London,unde impetit. sunt. Et.

h’eat ibi hoc bre. T. G. D’no Jeffreys, apud Westmr viij° die

Julij A° R. M. prime.

p Jud. Tr. 1° Jae. p Rege.

Asrnr.

Rob’tus Sawyer Mil. Attorn.

D’ni Regis nunc Genfall. p eodem

D’no Rege sequitr hoc bre. supr

Quo Warranto. .,

This rece<I of Edward Randolph Esq‘ the 20th of July,

1686, about 12 or one of the clock in the morning.

pr vs JOHN Tamcorr Ass‘.

JOHN ALLYN Seery.

Dd y° Governo', July 21, 1686.

[Translation, by Secretary Allyn.]

Octobr 6, 1685. James ye 2d, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France

and Ireland, King, Defender of ye fayth &c. To ye Shreife of London, Peace;

We require you to warne y= Gov‘ & Company of y‘ English Colony of Conecticut

in New England, in Arnericah, to appeare before vs wherever we shall then be in

England, from the day of Easter in fifteen dayes,* to answer by what warrant they

clayme to have and to use divers liberties, privileges and franchizes w‘"in the sd

Colony (viz.) in ye parish of Sn‘ Michael, in Cornhill, London, of whom you are

to irnpeache, and y‘ they shall have this writ of Quo Warranto. Teste, George,

Lord Jeiferies, at Westminster, y‘ 8th day of July in theI first yeare of or reigne.

By the Jndge of the Terms in ye first year of James the second. For the King,

Asrnr.

Rob‘ Sawyer Knight now attourney generall, for 0' Lord the King, prose

cutes y' Writ upon y“ Quo Warranto, for y“ same Lord and King.

No. LXXVI.

JOSEPH DUDLEY] TO GOV. TREAT.

[Miscelle.neons, Vol. 1., Doc. 5.]

Boston, July 21", 1686.

Sir:

Wee are very sensible of the difliculty and entanglement of
 

1* Easter in 1686, fell on April 4th; and the Easter temi be on the second Wed

nesday after. Qumdena Pascha, or the fifteenth day after aster, (the first return

day of the term,) was April 19th._ ‘

1 With Rando1ph,in the Rose fngate, In May, came the commission of the Council
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your affairs as they are circumstanced by his Majestyes com

mands and expectation, the contrary inclination and desire of

your good people, and the satisfaction of yor neighbours in the

, other of his Majestyes Provinces near you, and for that we

know that the considerafion of the new modelling and perfect

settlemt of all his Majties Provinces from Pemaquid to New

York is now lying before his Majtie and probable to have a

sudden and lasting dispatch, and that your parts as lying

between the two seats of governmt may be the more easily

poysed either way if early sollicited and good reasons layd

before his Matia therefore, in which we cannot suppose your

selves so indifi"erent as to be unconcerned, and haveing had no

advantage of discourse with any of your Gentlemen lately, and

that we might not shew any neglect to inform or advise you

in any thing that might after prove the detriment or hurt of

y° many good people under your care, with whom wee have so

long had a happy understanding and good agreemt in the

common interest of Religion and Liberty, Wee have perswaded

Major Jn° Pincheon and Mr. Waite Winthrope* to undertake

a visit to so many of your Councill as can be conven’d at Hart

ford, which we hope then will come by the third day of

August next, and have written to Major Winthrope pursuant

hereto to give his assistance, of whose integrity and advice

Wee are well assured you have no doubt, and who will lay

before you such consideraéons and accounts of affairs as Wee

believe. necessary for you to know in order to an election (if

any be) in your future managemk Wee are in consideraEon

of sending an Agent to attend his Matie in the affairs of this

province, by whome, or by any other means, if we can be ser

viceable to you, Wee sincerely offer it, and are

S, your Servt,

[Jos. DUDLEY.]'I'

Please to be so just as not to make us sufferers by our kind

offer, in making this letter publique or by giveing any copie

or intimation thereof.

Superscribed : To The Honoble Robert Treat Esqr, Gover

nor of the Colony of Connecticott,—Present.

Filed: The President of Massachusetts Letter, 21 July,

1686. Reced July 26, 1686. '

 

for the government of Massachusetts and the New England provinces, of which Coun

cil Mr. Dudley was constituted President. The commission bears date, Oct. 8th,

1685. (A copy certified by Randolph, as secretar of the Council, is in Miscellaneous

Papers, I. 6.) twas published in Boston, May 25t ; when Mr. Dudley and the Council

assumed the government.

#6 Both members of the new Council.

1 The signature has been cut from this 1etter,—-by some collector of, or trader in

autographs.

4
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No. LXXVII.

“ mnurns ABOUT THE QUO WARRANTO.”

[Miscell. I. 14. In the handwriting of Wm. Jones Esq. Suggestions and memo

randa, for the action of the General Court, at the special session of July 28, 1686.]

1. A L’re to ye Sheriffs or Vnder Sherifs of Londn.

2. A L’re to attourney, to an Agent.

3. An Address to his Majtie.

1. A L’re to y‘ Shertjfs or Vnd' Sheryfs of London. Yt

a letter be writ to ya Sheriffs or Vndr Sheriffs of London for

ya tyme being, giveing him an accompt of or receipt of 2 Quo

Warrantoes agt y° Govr & Company of or Colony, soe & soe

attested & subscribed and soe & soe returnable, 0r receipt of

them being at such a tyme, and soe y° tyme or tymes assigned

by ye sd writs for or appearance being lapsed & past, we are at

a loss about olr duty till his Majties ,furth' pleasure be knowne

to vs.

2. A L’re of Attoumey to 0' Agent to appeare in 0' behalfe

c.(Sf Because we doe not know wt returne Mr. Randall‘ will

make of y° dy or serving y° Q. W",besides ye foresd L’re, yt a

L’re of Attorney vndr ye Seale of ye Colony and subscribed by

y‘ Secretary in ye name & by ordr of Govr & Company of &c.

to impowr him to appeare on or behalfe ; in case, vpon returne

made by Mr. Randall, we are called to answr or defend &c. to

make plea in or behalfe, of ye laps of y2 sd Q. W. yt we are

not bound to appeare noe new day or dayes being assigned vs,

or if obliged by law to apeare at next tearme, wch we vndrstand

not, to plead or ignorance; yt noe imputadon of contempt may

be layd agt vs, & advantage taken thereby. And yt such furthr

instruc6ons be given to 0r sd Attorney as shalbe necessary,

wth pmise of due sattisfac6on for his paines, care and faith

fullness.

3. A 2d Address to his Ma‘“. _

Whether a 2d Address should not be made to his Ma“, to

give his Matie an accompt of ye p'misses in briefe, renewing or

humble suplication for ye continuance of or Colony lib’tyes &

prviledges according to Charter vndr such regula6on as his

M-ajty please if he sees cause, and soe to be a Governmt wlhin

o'selves as hitherto.

4. Yt a L’re be writ to Major Dudley his Majties Prsident

&c. giving him & them thanks for theire resp" to vs & care of

* Randolph.
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or welfare, & to request his advise and furtherance in direct

ing vs to a fit agent in England, eithr Mr. Humphreyes or some

othr, & to procure his L’re to such Agent in or behalfe, or to

such othr as may befreind, advise & furthr vs in this affaire,

yt soe or address wthout failure may com to his Majties hand,

soe yt we may have a returne thereof.

 

N0. LXXVIII.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL COURT AT THE

SPECIAL SESSION OF JULY 28,1686.

[Miscell. I. 13. This paper,in the handwriting of Secretary Allyn is endorsed

“lnstruction for the Comitte about Quo Warantos.” It was perhaps drawn up in

advance of the meeting of the Court, by which (as appears from the Records) it was

adopted, with some modifications,-—especially, that of a vacat on the clause proposing

humble submission to the King's “ regulation of 0‘r charter” &c. See page 212.]

This Court being informed of two Quo Warantoes by Mr.

Randolph left wth Major Tallcot and Capt. Allyn, requireing

our appearance before his Matie &c., the time of appearance

being elapsed : ‘

1. The Question ariseing is, whither this Court ought to

make any Answer thereto, by apearance by a person by them

appoynted and sent from hence, or some other person &c. It

is answered in the affirmative, they ought to send or imploy

some suitable person to appeare before his Majtie as their

agent, to informe his Matie when the writ of Quo Warantoe

was first prsented to any of the Authority of this Colony, and

to certify that the time prefixed for answer was elapsed before

we ever had the sight of the sd Quo Waranto: for these rea- ‘

sons: (1) Because if we doe not make answer it is possible

his Matie may not have a right information of the time when

it was served ; (2) oIr not answering or appearance may bev

construed a neglect or slighting of his MamB authority; or

(3) it may be construed 0r submiting to guilt &c. if we doe

not appeare and make answer for orselves.

2. The next Question may be, whither this Court ought to

move or doe any thing farther in England.

Answ. It seemes to be necessary that this Court doe far

ther apply themselves to his Matie humbly to petition

(1) that our Colony may be continued an intire province, viz.

as it was agreed by his late Maties Charles ye 2d his Comm",

Col. Niccols, Col. Cartwright, Sr Robt Car and Sam11 Maver

ick Esq‘, on the west, on Narogancet river on the east, on y‘

sea on the sowth, on Massachusets on the north.
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(2) This Court doth humbly petition his Maties grace and

favoure to grant unto this Colony the continuance of his fa

vour to this Colony, that we may enjoy or privileges and lib

erties as formerly, both civill and religious.

(3) We doe humbly submit to his Matiefl regulation of of

Charter so as may conduce for his l\Ia"*‘-s service and_ the best

good of his Mali" subjects inhabiting in this Colony.

(4) We doe desire his Mam may be humbly and fully

informed that the divideing of this Colony will be very preju

diciall to his Maties subjects here inhabiting and be greivous

to the generality of the good people: *and therefore if it be

his Maties pleasure not to grant or former requests and to

shew such grace to vs as to continue us a disstinct society and

body politique that he would be pleased so to disspose of vs

that this whole colony may be under one govermt and be con

tinued in the full injoyment of 0r properties and estates both

in houses and lands granted to the good people here by the

Generall Court of this colony from of first inhabiting here

to this day, and that our religious liberties may be continued

to vs: and that for these reasons :—

(1) If we be divided there will arise great dissputes be

tween y° two goverments, to which we shall be made subordi

nate concerning the present setlements made by this Colony.

(2) Our habitation being so remoate from any other gov‘

erment, the charge of 0Ir people repayreing to any other of his

Ma'"’B Goverment for justice, in any such case of difiiculty as -

shall arise amongst vs, will be of such charge and trouble to

the good people here inhabiting, as it will be tedious and insup

ortable to beare.

'(3) The good people here are so well acquainted each wth

other and have so litle acquaintance with his Ma““ other prov

'nces and the people inhabiting there, that they with more

tranquility of spirit and peace submit to his Maties present gov

ermt here establisht, although it be wth some such regulation

as his Matie shall thinke fit to make for his service and the good

of his subjects here.

(3) This Court doe order that y“ former Adresses of this

Colony made by y8 Councill and Generall Court in Aprill and

May, 1685, to _his Ma“, coppyes of them be drawn up and sent

wth or to the agent this Court shall appoynt, wth the issue the

comrs made of the setlement of ye bownds of this Colony, and

his Maties Charles y" 2d his letter to y8 Colony.

(4) That sufiicient letters of Attourney & Instructions be

prepared and given to or agent we shall improve to manage

our affayres.
 

>7‘ In margin, “ Voted.”
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N0. LXXIX.

PRESIDENT DUDLEY TO GOV. TREAT.

[Miscellaneous, Vol. I. Doc. 7.]

Gentlemen.

The methods that brought our late Revolutions portending

the like effects upon your Charter and Government, and con

sidering that after so long and happy a confederation and

comerce, it would be ruinous to you and inconvenient to us,

that you should be annexed to a Government whose interest it

is to make alienations, at least to restraine our future alliance

and trade, upon which the security and growth of both colonyes

do so much depend, and being desirous yourselves and Wee

may lay hold on the last opportunity Wee can hope for to ob

viate those and other infelicityes that seem to impend, and by

our joynt councills and indeavours and our dutifull and

respective addresses to his Majesty, or other prudent and sew

sonable means, to provide for the corhon interests of Religion

and Liberty: '

Wee some time since signifyed to your Governour that Wee

- had perswaded Major Pincheon and Capt Winthrope to give

himself and such of your Councill as he should please to con

vene, a visit at Hartford, by whose hands you will receive this."‘

Wee have also wrote to Major Winthrope to meet and assist

them in laying before you such considera6ons as upon the

present prospect of our own and your affairs have occurred to

us. Their integrity Wee know is so well approved by your

selves and relyed on by us, that Wee believe other credentials

needless, and therefore fully referr Our thoughts and desires

to their free communication and improvement, which Wee

hope will produce answerable considerations and resolves

with yourselves, and begett such a good understanding that

whether the same or severall persons be thought fit for your

and our Agents in England, such measures and instructions

may be agreed on and given as may equally conduce to the

common advantage and interest of both Colonyes; and as an

early applica6on to his Majtie is like to be most acceptable and

effectuall, so Wee sincerely recommend the same to You, and
 

* “ Our councell have sent Major Pincheon and Capt. Winthrop to Hartford to per

swade them to accommodate the matter, so as they may be added to the government

here; how farr that will prevaile I know not; the are sensible of Mr. Dudley’s en

croachment on all and every side, and are unwil ing to trust him, and are strongly

invited to come under New Yorke,"—wrote Randolph to John Povey, July 28th.

(Hutch. Coll., 547.)
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pray your advice and conclusions with all convenient speed,

promising Wee will improve them as becomes

Your affectionate Freinds

Councill House & Serv",

Boston, 27111 July, 1686. J. DUDLEY, Pres‘.

with the consent of y° Councill.

Superscribed :

To the Honrble Robert Treat Esq‘, Gouernr of his Majestye’s

Collony of Conectieot, at Hartford. In his absence, To Captn

Allen, Secretary, to be cmhunicated to the Councill and Genrll

Court if sitting.

 

N0. LXXX. .

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCILL OF CONNECTICUT, TO PRESIDENT

DUDLEY AND COUNCIL.

[Drafl:, in handwriting of Secretary Allyn. Miscellaneous, Vol. I. Doc. 8.]

Hartford, August 4, 1686.

Hone‘rd SI: Your letters by our honoured freinds Major John

Pynchon and Capt. Wayte Winthrop we have received and

according to your desire we have given the Gentn a meeting,

and have heard what they have presented unto us, which is

worthy of consideration and we shall seriously deliberate

yrupon, and on the whole we are desireous to take this opper

tunity to render you our hearty thankes for your respects to

us in tendering us, so farr, as to lend us your good advice in

this diflicnlt time that our lot is fallen in; and allso we must

acknowledge orselves engaged to those worthy GentLl you im

‘ ployed for their travell and paynes therin. Your and their

good advice to us we shall with all seriousness consider, and

endeavoure to come to such conclusions as we may hope may

be for God’s glory and the good of the people under our care.

As you are not resolved upon what Agent to improve about

your owne affayres, neither are we yet, but are upon consider

ation what our next worke is and who to imploy in it. There

are great difficulties before us, and what or portion may be is

with the Lord alone to determine. Yet we must tell you we

love our own things, if we may injoy them; but if we be de

prived of them, it is 0r duty to say, the will of the Lord be done.

[Your own setlement is, to the duration of it, so vncertaine,

that much confidence canot be put upon it. As to 0' choys,

whether we may injoy it if we should make it is not certain.

Ifwe doe make it and should not injoy it, what prejudices may
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follow is doubtfulZ.]* Gent", you are and have been oIr good

neighbours, and we have and all wayes shall have great

respects for you and desire and pray for your welfare as or

owne, and heartily desire to be remembred by you be before

the Lord, that he would guid and direct vs to doe the thing

that is pleaseing in his sight; which wlh the tender of or

respects to your Honor and the HonMe Councill Wth you, is all

at prsent from your most aifectionate freinds and humble ser

vants, the Govr and

Councill of his Majties Colony of Conecticut; p yr order

signed, JOHN ALLYN, SecYy.

For the Honble Joseph Dudley Esq‘,

President of his Maties Province of the

Massachusetts & other Territories in

N. E. & the Honrd Councill there ;—

this dd in Boston.

[In the margin;] Present. Robt Treat Esq’, Govt, Major

John Tallcot, Capt. John Allyn, Mr. John Wadsworth, Capt.

Ben. Newbery, Capt. Sam" Tallcot, Capt. Giles Hamlin.

 

N0. LXXXI.

GOVERNOR TREAT. TO GOVERNOR DONGAN.

[Repn'nted, from Documents Relating to C01. Hist. of N. York, III. 387.]

' Hartford, August 5th 1686.

Sf V

The many obligations that I am under to your honour, sulfi

ciently prompts me to take euery opportunity to let you know

how I prise a good Corrispondance wlh yourselfe and a free Com

unication of what may be for our mutuall good, and the Gouer

ments to wall we'doe belong, And the bearrer hereof Major Gold .

haueing some occation into those parts I haue desired him to take

the opportunity of visiting your Honour to pay my respects to

you, and to acquaint you with our being serued with two Quo

Warrantoes hearing date July 8th 1685, requiring our appear

anc, the one at St Martin’s & the other at Easter terme, and

serued the 20"1 of July, 1686, which occationed me to desire

your Honour’s advise, what may be the best way to manage

our aflaires, soe as to obtaine his Majesties favour and the

continuance of or priviledges to us as formerly. I need not

enlarge on this subject, sauing only to desire your fauourable

 

_ =7‘ These lines are crossed out from the draft.
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aspect, which I am well assured of. We haue litle news from

Europe of late; the last arrived from Boston was that Judg

Palmer and Mr. West haue seized about 80 butts of Mallagoe

& some Brandy in the eastern part of your gouernment,* wch

if lawfully seized will be a good supply of that chearing com

odity. I doe wish your honor all happines, & myselfe the

favour of your good neighbourhood continued to us, & im

proved for the publique aduantage. ' Sr I beg your Honour’s

favourable construction of these rude lines. I have sent you

a copy of Mr. Randolphs letter, and if you have any news we

shall take it as a great favour to have it handed to us, which

with my best respects to your honor is all needfull at present

from Your Honor5 most humble Seruant

R. TREAT Gor.

Since writing comes a report of a pirate lying between

Rhode Island & the Vineyard, said to have taken & robbed

three vessells, one of Caralina and 2 of Boston.’r

To the Honble Thomas Dongan Esqr GovI [&c.]

No. LXXXII.

GOV. DONGAN TO GOV. TREAT.

[Misce11aneous, I. Doc. 15.]

‘New York, Augt 13"], 1686.

Governor Treate. -

Major Gold hath discoursed wth me concerning the Quo

Warrantoes, & I have given the best advice I am able, the

same I myself woud take, if I were in your Station.

It is worthy yr consideration whethr yr people can have the

same security & advantages under that Govermt to wch they

are now subject, as they may under that of his Maty & whethr

 

* The liquors were lauded by a ship from Pascata ua, at Penobscot, which was

supposed to be within the French territory. An or er was subsequently obtained,

through the influence of the French ambassador in England, for their restoration.

This seizure acquires some importance when regarded as the first of a chain of causes

which involved New England in a ten years’ war with the Eastern Indians. See

Mathcr's Magnalia, II. A p. Art. II.; Hutchinson, I. 370, note.

T “ We have lately ha a pirate of fourteen uns, and one hundred men upon our

coasts; and Capt“ George, commander of the l§ose Frigate, was ordered to find him

out, but he came too late, for the pirate having first robbed two sloops laden with

pork, peas, and other provisions, was one away to the West Indies. * *

Ve have advice that a small sloop o twenty men have been seen upon our coasts.

These very much disturb our trade.” Randolph to the Lords’ Committee, Aug. 23,

1686, in R. I. Rec. III. 206. The pirate, it appears (from a letter of Capt. Nicholson)

was one Peterson. “with the remainder of Yanekey's and Jacob’s company, two famous

rivateers of the West Indies.” He was now “ in a barkalonga of ten guns and twelve
P

patereres,” in which he had lately taken several valuable nzes among them, a bark _

elonging to M. St. Castine. ( Doc. Rel. to Hist. of New ork,{lII. 652.)
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they can give three or four thowsand pownds yearly in pen

sions, as-I am told Boston hath don to no purpose. For sub

iects to stand upon termes wth princes is not very proper; &

may put a barr to what the King would be pleased to grant

out of his own Royall inclinations. If therefore my advice

may be taken, I woud perswade to a downright humble sub

mission, the most effectuall means to secure wt is most advan

tagious, liberty, property, & what is of all things the most ten

der and dearest, Religion.

If you find it convenient to be annexed to this Govermt, I

think it would be best for you to propose ye conditions to me,

& you may be assured I shall consent to every thing that will

be to y1r Govermts advantage; & then you may name one or

two (wch you think most fitt) to go wth Mr. Spragge,* who

will rep'sent yr loyalty to his Maty, & see yr proposalls con

firmed.

I shall say nothing of Boston, or any other place, You

know what this is, & I am sure we live as happily as any in

America; if we did but know it; the condition of some of or

neighbours will best comend us.

That great Buggbear of Quittrents may be removed, by

paying a small acknowledgment to his Maty; wthout wch,

according to the laws of England, there can be no good

tenure.

Ports you may have ; & there will be no necessity of enter

ing at New York, or comeing hither for any, except such as

shall be named to be of the Concil & Assebly; & the Judges

in their circuits shall bring the laws to yr doors.

I hear nothing of Capt. Palmers & Mr. Wests seazure, but

for my own part, I have not got six pence that way since my

comeing.

I should be gladd that som happy opportunity would offer

of haveing half an ho_wer’s discours wth you; or any favorable

occasion to demonstrate how much I am, Sf,

Yr humble Servt

T1-I0. DONGAN.'|'

[Superscribed,] For Governor Treate

These.

=15 John S ragg Esq., a member of Gov. Donganjs council, and Secretary of the

Province. He was preparing to sail for England, the bearer of the replies to the

Queries of the Lords’ Committee, copies of the laws, and letters from Gov. Dongan.

See Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 364, 403, 417. His departure was delayed, how

ever, until the next year. Id. 421. '

T Gov. Dongan, as well aware as was President Dudley that Connecticut “ lyeing be

tween the two seats of government, might be the more easily poised either wav," was

very solicitous to incline the balance towards New York, by persuading Gov. Treat of

the superior advantages of annexation to that government His solicitude was by no

means disinterested. He had, shortly before, written to the Lords’ Committee, that

 



368 APPENDIX.

N0. LXXXIII. '

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MR. WILLIAM WHITING, AGENT FOR THE COL

ONY IN ENGLAND.

[For. Corresp. II. 12.]

Instructions for Mr. I/Villiam Writing 0’ Attmmeyf‘

You are in the first place to enquire after a former Address

to his Majtie sent by one Mr. Thomas Harris of this Colonie

or one Captin Fairwether, whither presented to his Majtie or

not, by either of them. And for yor better direction in the

management of 0r afifayres you are to repaire to some able

councellor in law, whose faithfullness you can confide in, to

advise you how and in what manner to manage yor business

to or best advantage, by perusall of or Addresses and paper

of reasons to be presented to his Maj”; that if any expression

be unsuitable, some necessary alterations may be made, still

‘ keeping to the scope and true intent and meaning of what you

_receave heerwith.

And then the first thing you are to doe is to present or hum

' ble address to his Ma“, and to advise and consider well in

what manner and by what means or mediation for access and

a favourable hearing may be had ; wherein great wisdom and

foresight is to be used, and to be followed wth that due obse

quies and sollicitation of such Ministers of State or others as

you may have to doe withall, vntill you have obtained your

answer from his Majestic to or Address and paper of reasons

to be presented at ye same time.

Haveing dispatched yt matter of or Address, if either dis

miss’d to a tryall at law or otherwise necessitated thereunto,

you must advise wth yolr Councell, learned in every part of

yor businesse, in defending our Charter by your answer &

pleas to the writ or writs yt either are or may be against us

in anie of his Ma“" Courts at corhon law or chancery, and to

retaine such able and faithfull councell to plead or case to or

best advantage. And whereas the coppies of the Quo War

rantoes sent us by the secondary of the Cheriif of London, 8th

July, 1685, the first returnable for 0r appearance in 8 days

 

“it will be impossible to make any thing considerable of his Majesty's customs and

revenue,” wit out Connecticut; that “there is an absolute necessity those provinces

[of East and‘ West Jerse' ] and that of Connecticut be annexed; ” and that Sir Ed

mund Andros was so we 1 convinced of this that he sent Capt. Salisbury to England,

in 1676, to let his Royal Highness, now his Majesty, know how impossible it was for

this Government to subsist without the addition of Connecticut." (Report on the

State of the Province, 1686.)

=76 In the hand writmg of Gov. Treat.
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after Snt Martin, in Michaelmas Tearme, and the other for

our appearance in fifteen dayes of Easter Terme, the notifica

tion of wch writs and coppies came not to us till ye twentieth

of July last past, 1686, (better then a yeare after the date,

and both the termes of or appearance past) ; you are seriously

to consider and devise whether there be not a lapse in law of

the said writs, and so not oblidging to us to appeare and make

answer vntill new writs (if any) be ordered against us ; and

well to consider and advise if any other advantage in law upon

the said writs be improvable or pleadable on or behalfe, for

vacating the said writs ; but if the secondarie’s letter or noti

fication, (although post diam) be of no validity as we think,

and the rather because no new day or dayes are assigned for

our appearance, we say if such notification binds us to an

appearance at next term within six moneths following, you are

to take great care to be fully informed, and if so, to appear with

yoIr counsell to mannage, plead and‘ defend us aforesaide: and

if to make answer by what right wee have, use and enjoy such

priviledges, immunities and franchises as are in gener11 men

tioned in ye said writs of Quo Warranto, you are to have ye

duplicate of or Charter ready to be exhibited in Court, if need

be, (wch by Governor Winthrop was left wth Mr. James Porter

of London, and since by us he was ordered to deliver it to

you) : and all good pleas in law upon the same faithfully made

on our behalfes, takeing notice that or Charter or Lettrs Pat

tents granted us by his late Majty, Charles the Second of bles

sed memory, in the fourteenth yeare of his reigne, runs ex

pressly to us, the Governor and Companie ‘and or associates

for ever, and to be interpreted in every part of it to our best

advantage. And if any perticular things are laid to our

charge and ye forfeiture of our Charter pleaded against us,

whereof we are utterly ignorant, whether it be not justly

pleadable in law that we be duely and perticularly informed

and have sufiicient time to make our necessary defence, before

any proceeding in law be had or made against us ; and wch

way to procure such a stop, whether it may be done in a course

of law or to be obtained by your petition on our behalfe to his

Majties or some other of his judges.

In case nothing will doe, but notwithstanding our Addresses

and all pleas made on our behalfe, our Charter should be con

demned as forfeit, you are to consider and advise whether by

petition or some other way, a suspension of entring judgmt

may not, by his Majestie’s favour or favour of his Judges, be

obtained, vntill we may have notice thereof and oppertunity

given us either to speak for orselves or make or further Ad

dress to his Matie.

47
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If noe such suspension be attainable, you are dilligently to

enquire and enforme yorselfe concerning his Majestie’s in

tendmt for ye future dispose of this Colonic and ye Govern

ment of it; whether we are like to be annexed to the Gov

ernment of the Bay Colonic, or York, or to both, the west

side of Conecticot ,river to Yorke, and the east side to the

Massachusets. And you are to get the best advice you can

come at, and in or name and on or behalfe to petition his Mafia,

that we may stand a distinct and intire province within orselves

undevided and unbroken as hitherto, under such government

as his Matie shall be pleased to direct and appoint for ye rest

of 0r neighbour Colonies in New England, wtk ye full and free

enjoyment of or properties and possessions under the same

tenure as now we doe injoy them, and as we have had them

granted to us by his late Matie King Charles the Second of

happie memory, in the fourteenth year of his said reigne, as

also our liberties civill and religious. And you are to improve

the best reasons you can besides those you receave herewth,

for ye attainement thereof.

24th August, 1686.

[Sept. 22, 1686, Thomas Palmer Esq. of Boston, draws bills of exchange for

£60, upon Thomas Hunt, of London, merchant, payable to Mr. Wm. Whiting or

order, and in case of his death to Mr. Nathaniel Whitfield or order, and gives

bond for their acceptance and due payment to Samuel Talcott Esq. of Wethers

field. (Finance, 1. 5, 8.)

“Received of Capt. Samuel Talcott, a small Wooden Box of papers & wri

tings : directed to Mr. William Whiting of London, which I promise and ingage

to deliver to himselfe wth my ownelhand, the dainger of ye Sea only excepted.

Septembr 241111, 1686.

Reed five shillings money for fraight pl‘ mee

WILLM Cn.uaxa”]

No. LXXXIV.

PETITION ro THE KING ; AUGUST 24, 1686.

[For. Corresp. II. 9. Secretary Allyu’s draft]

To the Most High and Mighty Prince, James the Second of

England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King, Defender of

the Fayth, &c.

The humble Petition and Address of the Governor and

Company of his Maflea Colony of Conecticutt in New England,

humbly sheweth :
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That whereas 0I Fathers, under his Matie King Charles the

First, of blessed memorie, his Royall countenance and

favoure, about fifty yeares since began the planting of this

your Maties Colony of Connecticut, for the enlargement

of your Matias dominions and territories, at their great charge

and expense both of treasure and blood, which have prospered

under the shines of the favour of our late gracious Soveraigne

King Charles the Second, of blessed memorie, who in the

fourteenth yeare of his reigne created us a body politick and

corporate and invested us with severall priviledges, liberties

and franchises, which we have through his sd Maties grace and

favour injoyed dureing his reigne, and through your Maties

grace and by your Royall favoure hath been continued unto

us to this day: Yet upon the twentyeth of July last we re

ceived coppies of two writts of Quo Warranto, by Edward

Randolph Esqr, requireing our appearance before your Ma‘“’.

Our humble petition to your most excelent Matie is that out

of your abundant grace and princely favoure you would be

graciously pleased to remit and pardon whatever misstakes or

faylures have been comitted by us, which have proceeded not

from any disloyalty in us but want of a right understanding

of our duty, which upon the first intimation we are ready to

reforme.

We farther humbly beg and pray your most Serene Malie

to continue unto us all those priviledges, liberties and prop

erties granted and conferred upon us by our late gracious Sov

eraigne, and that you would be pleased to recall all processe

in law against us, and continue our present injoyments, which

will be acknowledged a high favour and greatly oblidge your

poore subjects to all dutifull obedience and loyalty.

And we most humbly beseech your Matie to give us leave

to present to your Ma“" consideration and princely wisdom

some Reasons of our desires to be continued an intire Province

or Colony rather than to be annexed to any other Province or

Government, which we are ready to doe.

And for your Matie shall ever pray &c.

Hartford, 24 August, 1686.
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N0. LXXXV.

REASONS FOR CONTINUING CONNECTICUT A DISTINCT PROVINCE OR

COLONY AND AGAINST ITS ANNEXATION TO ANY OTHER GOV

ERNMENT.

[For. Corresp. II. 10. Seer. Allyn’s draft or copy. This “ paper of reasons ‘kao

eompanied the petition and address to the King.]

May it please your most excellent Majesty, the situation of

this your Colony of Conecticut lyes as compact and entire

w'hin itselfe for commerce, correspondence and mutuall

defence against enemies, whether y° Natives or forreighners,

as others of our neighbour Coloneys; and ye like may be sayd

for the conveniences of civill goverment; for such is our diss

tance from Boston eastward and New Yorke westward, (about

one hundred and twenty miles through ye wilderness,) espe

cially considering our long and cold winters, forbidding many

times all travell by sea or land, and the difiiculty of ye way by

reason of high mountains, dangerous rocks, and at some times

(especially at spring and fall) unpassable rivers, that if we

should be necessitated to travel to the chiefe seat of justice in

either of the sayd coloneys, (as in some greater causes, capi

tall offences, and appeales, we are like to be,) the difiiculty

and great charge, tending to the impoverishing the subject, will

be a burden grievous to be borne.

2. As to commerce and trade, may it please y° Ma‘ie to

know that the produce of this Colony being mostly corn and

cattell, whereby the people wth hard and sore labour get their

livelyhood, if we should be anexed to either of our neigh

bour colonyes we are like to be restrayned from making or

best market for or necessary and comfortable subsistance and,

according to y“ sencible understanding we have of or circum

stances, may prove in great measure very ruinous to our

livelyhood, which we doubt not your Ma‘ie being rightly in

formed will be very tender of. _

3. And whereas severall of our Townes of this Colony are

seated about sixty miles up on Conecticut River, the inhabit

ants have and improve their lands _and properties of both sides

the sd River. If the Colony should be divided at and by the

sd River, to botl1 ye other Colonyes of the Bay and New Yorke,

we cannot but foresee and fear the great confusion it will

make in men’s properties and interests between the two gov

ernm" ; and farther, the easy passage by boat or canoe over

sd River, the advantage it will give to criminalls to fly from

justice, may deserve its consideration.
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4. Allso, we humbly conceive wth due submission to your

Maties great wisdom, it may not be for the interest of those

two neighbour Colonyes that this your Colony should be so

parted or intirely annexed to either. For the sayd river plan

tations being yE cheife graineries of corne in New England, if,

in whole or in part it should be diverted another way, then as

it is, it may occassion great inconveniences, especially to the

Bay colony, who have had theire cheife accommodation hence

not onely for the supply of their principle towncs of trade,

fishing &c. but for their shipping and merchandizef‘ Again,

if we should be diverted to ye Bay, although New Yorke

Colony have generally a full supply at least of corne, by Hud

son River, and the country thereabout, yet it may put a con

siderable check upon their trade and our commerce wth them,

with whome as well as wth ye Bay, we have had a neighbourly

correspondence which we desire still to continue; whereas

such a disspose of us to both, may occasion animosity and

contest about the rule of the River, and vexation to the

inhabitants.

Dread Soveraigne, for these and such like reasonsgve hum

bly conceive it will be most for your Maties service and inter

est to continue us a distinct Colony, as hitherto from our

beginning, wch will greatly encourage the growth and increase

of or plantations, especially new and inland plantations for the

farther opening the country and subdueing the wilderness.

Whereas, ye many and great inconveniencys before in part

mentioned, in case this your Colony, intirely or divided,

should be annexed to either or both the other, it will in prob

ability so discourage the inhabitants that many of them are

likely rather to remove themselves and famalyes into other

partes than to begin such new inland plantations that are

most in danger of the barbarous and bloody heathen, to our

great weakening. Therefore, the premises considered, we

most humbly beg and pray your Maties favoure in a gracious

answer to our most humble petition and address, and we shall

ever pray &c.

 

#6 Of so great importance to Massachusetts was an unrestricted trade with Connec»

ticut that Andros wrote in March, 1687, that “without them, we are neither able to

defray our ublick charges, nor our fishery be maintained without provisions and par

ticularly W eat from thence ”; and again, after stating that, owing to recent losses

the people of Massachusetts were “generally but poor,” he adds, “their fishing an

lumber, their cheifest trade and support; and that wholly supplied by Connecticut,

from whence all their wheat and much other grain and provisions, and without it can

not maintain their fishery and trade,” (Letters to the Com. of Trade, and Earl of

Sunderland, in R. I. Rec. III, 223, 224.)
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No. LXXXVI.

DRAFT or AN ADDRESS TO THE KING; AUGUST, 1686.

[For. Corresp. II. 11; in the hand writing of Gov. Treat, and on the same sheet

with the “ Instructions for Mr. William Whiting.” It appears to have been designed

for presentation to the King in the event of a judgment against the Charter. See the

last paragraph of the “ Instructions.”]

To His Most Excellent Majestic James the Second, of England,

Scotland, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith

&c.:

The humble petition and address of the Governour and

Companie of yor Majesties Colonie of Conecticot in N. England

humbly sheweth :

That haveing formerly made our most humble and earnest

supplication to your Majestic for y° continuance of or Colonie

settlements, according to his late Maties graunt by his gratious

letters pattents, as hitherto under your Maties favour and pro

tection we have done, We make bold once againe to prostrate

ourselves at the footstool of your Royall Throne, for and in

the behalfi: of ourselves and all ye rest of ye inhabitants of ye

said Colonic, your faithfull and loyall subjects, to renew or

said most humble petition and request, beseeching yoIr Majestic

to pardon us in so doing, for that the dificulties, hardships

and darhages of our wilderness condition in these remoate _

parts of the worlde are such that without the continuance of

your Maties favour, countenance and protection to encourage

us, they would be overbearing to us : the w'=h our Fathers in

their first adventures to the planting and peopling these parts

of America have found true, in wasting considerable estatesto

the impoverishmt of themselves, many of them, and their pos

terity : Now therefore, may it please your Matie if in yor

princely wisdom and good pleasure you see reason rather to

dispose and set this Colonic for civil government in some other

way than as hitherto, and our Charter should by law or other

wise [be] made voide, what shall we say, but as in duty bound

submit to yor soveraigne good will and pleasure therein, and

earnestly to pray to y6 Lord for your Matie and to encline yor

Royall heart towards your poor yet truly loyall subjects, that

we, our wives and children and posteritie may find grace in

the eies of our Soveraigne Lord the King, in graunting these

following most humble requests : as

1st. For the continuance of our Christian liberties, free from

any impositions upon conscience. _

2d. That yor Majestic would gratiously confirme the tenure

of our lands according to the graunt of his late Matie King
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Charles the Second of happie memory, in y° fourteenth yeare

of his said reigne.

3d. That we may have entring ports appointed us, haveing

convenient harbours and havens, wthin our bounds.

4"‘. That we may have liberty of free commerce wth our

neighbour Colonies without impositions besides what in duty

we are obliged to yo1r Mtie by law. And for yor Maj“? we shall

as in duty bound ever pray, etc?

No. LXXXVII.

EDWARD RANDOLPH TO GOV. TREAT.

[Misc. I. Doc. 17.]

Gentlemen

His Maw hath commanded me to serve another Writt

of Que Warranto* upon you. It’s returnable the first of next

Tearm. You find by a Letter from his Excellence Sr Edmond

Andross, herewith sent you, that as yet a door is open for

you, and ’tis your own faults if you fail of the enjoyments

and indulgencies which his Maw has been graciously pleased

to grant to the Colonyes of New Plym° and Road Island now

annexed to this Governmk

By serveing of this Quo Warranto, and you not appearing

to defend yourselves, judgmt will be entered against you upon

your nonappearance, so that tis not in your choice how next

to dispose of yourselves You have no way to make your

selves happy but by an early application to his Excellence,

which is all, and more then you might expect to hear from

me with whom you have so often and unkindly trifled with.

However, I will not be disoblidged, but am, Gentlemen,

Your humble servant,

Boston, Dec. 23. ED. RANDOLPHJI‘

To Gov. Treate.

[Endorsed,] “ Receaved yB 28th of December, 1686, at eleven

of ye clocke at night ya lett',

p R. TREAT, Govt”
 

‘F The writ bears date October 23d. The form is the same as that of the first and

second writs, except that the day of appearance is “in oetab. Pur. bte. Marie Virginis,”

February 9th, 1686-7, the last return day of Hilary term]. A co y is in ‘ Copies and

etters,’ p. 57. With the writ came a letter from the secondary o the sheriff of Lon

don, in the usual form, dated October 26th. Miscell. l. 16.

1' On the 28th December, Randolph wrote to C01. Pynchon, that he had sent a mes

senger to serve another writ of Que Tarranto on thegovernor of Connecticut,—“ where

I am well assured the physick is to operate. I hear the little Quacks there are endea
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N0. LXXXVIII.

SIR EDMUND ANDROS TO GOV. TREAT.at

[Miscellaneous, I. Doc. 20.]

Boston, y6 22"1 December, 1686.

SP. This is to acquaint you that his Majesty haveing been

pleased to send me to the Government of New England, of

which you are a part, I arrived here the 20th Instant, where I

found all very well disposed for his Maty5 service ; and his

Matyfl Letters Pattents to me for the said Government being

then published, were received with suitable demonstration.

I am commanded and authorized by his Ma‘Y, at my arrivall

in these Parts, to receive in his name the surrender of your

vouring to divert their coming under one government, but his Excellency has his Maj

esty’s commands to acce t 0 their surrender, which they cannot avoid, they must for

publicity. * * e have Road Island already, and I fear not Connecticutt. A

dutifull submission will well become them, and place them in his Majesties favour.

His Excellency will propose greater advanta es for their case and happiness than their

weak hancys can project.” Mass. Hist. Co 1. 2d Ser., VIII. 237, 238.

* T is letter is printed in 3 Mass. Hist. Coll. VII. 165, 166.

Sir Edmund Andros was a native of Guernsey. His family was one of the most

ancient and respectable in that island, and derived additional consequence by the

accession, through an intermarriage with the Sausmarez family, of the fiefof the seign

ory of Sausmarez and Castle of Jerbourg. Numerous representatives of the name

are found in the lists of the Bailiifs and Jurats, (who administered the government of

the island,) from the close of the 16th to the middle of the 18th century. Amice

Andros Es ., the father of Sir Edmund, was Bailiif in 1660, and in a eneral pardon

granted to e inhabitants of Guernsey, after the restoration of Charles I., (August 13,

1660,) he, with “ Edmond Andros Esq. ” his son, and Mr. Charles Andros, his brother,

were honored with special exception, because they had “continued inviolably faithful

to his Majesty during the late rebellion,” and consequentlv stood in no need of par

~ don. (Berrv’s Hist. of Guernsey, 107, 108, 197: Ross’sMein. of Adm. De Sausmares,

I. 7,8.) Amice Andros Esq., “ Seigneur de Sausmarez & Chatelain de Jerbourg,

Echanson hereditaire du Roy d’Angleterre en cette Isle de Guernse , Lieutenant des

Ceremonies a la Cour des Rois Charles PM & Charles 2"“, Bailly de a Cour Royalle,”

&c. died April 7, 1674. Not many weeks afterwards, his son, who had attained the

rank of Major, was commissioned by the Duke of York, (July 1st, 1674,) as his lien

tenant tind governor of his territories in America, and arrived at New York in the

following October. In his first proclamation to the inhabitants, he styles himself “ Ed

mund Andross Es ., Sei eur of Sausmarez ” &c. (It will be observed that while

overnor of New York, e invariably wrote his name Andross. Before his return to

merica in 1686, he had dropped the final s. See fac-simile in Vol. II. p. 570.) He

was knighted while on a visit to England, in the winter of 1677-8; and returned to

New York in the summer of 1678. In 1680, in consequence of charges preferred

against him, of mis- overnment and embezzlement, he was recalled by the Duke of

York, and sailed for ngland, Jan. 11, 1681. He had not, however, forfeited the favor

of his patron, who, soon after his accession to the throne as James II. despatched him

to New England, with new and wider commission. His arrival in Boston, (Dec. 20th,)

has already been noticed. (See[pg e 222, note.)

When governor of New York, dros was strongly impressed with the iinportance of

annexing Connecticut to that government, and despatched a s ecial messenger to

En land, to demonstrate to the Duke, “ how impossible it was for ew York to subsist”

wit out it. (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. IH. 416.) He was now no less clearly con

vinced of the necessity of including Connecticut in the government of New England,

and that without it, he “would neither be able to defray the public charges,” nor

" maintain the fishery and trade.”
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Charter,* (if tendered by you) and to take you into my pres

ent care and charge, as other parts of the Government, assure-'

ing his MatyS good subjects of his countenance and protection

in all things relating to his service and their welfare.

I have only to add that I shall be ready and glad to doe my

duty accordingly, and therefore desire to hear from-you as

soon as may be, and remaine,

Your very affectionate friend,

W
[Superscribed ;] To John Treat Esq’,

Governour of his MajtyI5 Colony

of Conneeticot, P'sent

[Endorsed, by Gov. Treat, as received Dec. 28th,’[ at 11

o’c1oek at night.]

 

I No. LXXXIX.

THE GENERAL COURT TO THE EARL OF -SUNDERLAND, SECRETARY

OF STATE.

[Printed by Chalmers, 306-7, from ‘New England Entries,’ II. 344.]

Hartford, 26 Jan. 1686-7.

Right Hon.

The occasion of these lines are to inform your lordship,

that we have formerly sent several addresses to be presented to

his Majesty; but have no return that they ever came to his

Majesty’s view. The last year two writs of quo-warranto

were served upon us by Mr. Randolph, which were issued out

of the Crown-oflice of the court of King’s Bench at Westmin

ster, but served upon us after the time of appearance had

 

* Subsequent to the issue of Andros’s commission (June 3), he received “ additional

power and instructions,” which bear date Se tember 13th, to demand the surrender of

the charter of Rhode Island and Providence lantation, in pursuance of the. declares

tion and address of that colon , and to take it under his goverment; and “ in case it

shall happen, that u on the like writ of Quo Warranto, issued against the Charter of

our Government an Com any of our Collohy of Connecticut, they shall be mduced to

make surrender of their C arter,” our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby author

ize and impower you in our name, to receive such surrender, and to take our said Coll

ony of Connecticut under your government.” Mass. Hist. Coll. 3d Ser., VII. 162,

163.

1*“ Dec. 22. To Symon messenger for carrying his Excellenc _’s Letter to ye Gov.

of Connecticut. £4]. 15. 0." (Usurpation Papers, in Mass. Arc 1ves, I. 332.)

48
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elapsed, as we understand it: But then we prepared an

address to his Majesty, and appointed Mr. William Whiting, a

merchant in London, to be our attorney, to present our ad

dress to his Majesty: And, in case we should be called upon

to answer before his Majesty, or any court or judges, by what

authority we hold, possess and enjoy, divers rights, privileges

and franchises, that he might on our behalf make answer

thereto. And since that, December last past, another quo

warranto was served upon us, requiring our appearance

before eight days of the Purification of the blessed virgin

Mary ; which is so sudden, by reason of our remoteness, and

the sharpness of the winter season, that we cannot make such

suitable return as we ought: Yet we have again requested and

empowered Mr. Whiting to appear on our behalf, if we must

come to answer, so that, by reason of our non-appearance or

silence, we may not be proceeded against to an outlawry, or

forfeiture of our liberties and privileges.

May it please your honour, we are his Majesty’sJoyal sub

jects, and we are heartily desirousv that we may continue in

the same station that we are in, if it may consist with his

princely wisdom to continue us so: But, if his Majesty’s royal

purposes be otherwise to dispose of us, we shall, as in duty

bound, submit to his royal commands; and, if it be to conjoin ‘

us with the other colonies and provinces, under Sir Edmund

Andros, his Majesty’s present governor, it will be more pleas

ing than to be joined with any other province.

Sir: We pray your honour’s pardon for this address, which

is only occasioned for fear any mishap should befal our former

letters, requesting your honour to acquaint his Majesty, that

we are his obedient and loyal subjects, and shall so approve

ourselves, notwithstanding any misrepresentation that may be

made of us; who are &c.

ROBERT TREAT, Governor.

By order of the General Court,

JOHN ALLYN, Secretary.

[Chalmers observes that this letter from the General Court, “shews not only

the art of that body, but the slight round on which thafpaper was construed to con

tain a surrender of their charter.” >‘That it was so construed is evident from Gov.

Dongan’s letter of Oct. 4th. (which see, ,post,) and from the statements of Ger

shom Bnlkeley, in the "Will and Doom ’ : “ The letter being received at White

hall, the king readily granted their request ofbeing annexed to the Bay, pursues his

quo-warranto no further, but sends a commission to Sir Edmund Andros to take

on him the government of Connecticut” &c. “ The charter government of Con

necticnt was laid aside by their own act” &c. In a pamphlet entitled “ The People’s

Right of Election or alteration of Government in Connecticut argued, in a Letter,

by Gershom Bulkeley Esq.” &c. (Philadelphia, 1689), he writes, to Gov. Treat

and the magistrates constituting the Court of May, 1689; “ You may here con

sider that the Government was not taken into the King’s hand without your own

Submission, and some sort (at least) of Consent; whence possibly there was not
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so much Illegality in that proceeding as some do imagine.” He adds, however,

“I was not personally acquainted with those Transactions, and therefore cannot

undertake much in this.” Bulkeley, though commissioned by And!os as a Justice

of the Peace, was never admitted it freeman of the Colony.]

 

No. xo.

SIR EDMUND ANDROS TO GOV. TREAT AND THE COUNCIL.

[Misce11. I. Doc. 21.]

Sf.

The 12th instant I received a Letter from you and the Gen

erall Court, dated the 26th January, in answer, you say, to

mine wherin his Maties pleasure and comands relateing to the

Surrender of your Charter was made knowne unto you, which

being soe gratious a concession on his Maties part, I thought

needednoe other argument then his Maties owne words to

induce your compliance, as those of Rhoad Island have loyally

and dutifully done. And the Letter you mention att his

Matias accession to the Crowne can bee noe colour for yor

delay, but the contrary, his Matie haveing not only signified

his Royall Pleasure and given mee his comands for you as

above (which certainly is a perfect answer to the severall

applications intimated in your letter,) but alsoe the Goverment

of other his Territoryes in New England, all setled accordingly

except yourselves. Finding your delay on such mis[taken]

notions, and yett professing your desires to demonstrate yor

loyalty, obedience and duty, this is by advice of_his Maties

Councill here, to give you another opportunity of suitable and

dutifull resolves, soe much importing yr owne wellfare, if you

yett doe itt, and lett mee heare from you without delay, that

I may not be wanting in my duty. Accordingly, I am

' Yor most affectionate freind,

Boston, 25th day E. ANDROS.

of February, 1686. '

Governor Treat and Councill of Conecticott.

No. XCI.

GOV. ANDROS TO GOV TREAT.

[Misce1l. I. 22.]

Boston ye 28th Feb. 1686.

Sr

I have received y" of y6 26"‘, y8 12th instant, and one from
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yrself and Genall Assembly, to whom as by my letter I yett

give a farther oppertunity of doeing their dutyes, butt wth

perticular regard to yrself, whom I have knowne, and some

other Gentlemen amonge you, whose loyall and dutifull inclina

tions as intimated, I will not doubt, butt whilst you have noe

more regard to reiterated Quo Warrantos nor gratious oper

tunityes by his Maties commands to mee, as signified to you

att my arrivall, butt still act with the most obstinate and ad

verse to his Maties service, you therby hazard the advantages

might bee to ye Colony, and totally your owne, wch others even

of this Colony have pYvented by a considerable part of them

now in place submitting and leaveing the refractory; and un

less you shall doe yor part without delay, you will not only

make mee uncapable to serve you as I would, butt occation

the contrary; butt doe hope better_of you and whole Colony

by yor good ensample and loyall acting in yr station ere too

late. This is by Capt Nicholson, who hath his Maties owne

comission for one of the Companyes come wth mee for his

Maties service in these parts, wth whom you may be free, and

give creditt to him in any thing relateing to his Maties ser

vice, and my inclinations accordingly respecting yor wellfare,

in which I shall not be wanting to my power, being Sr

Yr most affectionate freind,

~ E. Ammos.

Govr Treat.

For the Honord Governor Treat, -att Hartford or att his

house in Millford, in the Colony of Connecticutt.

 

No. XCII.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO GOV. ANDROS.

[Misce1l. I. 23.]

Hartford, March 30, 1687.

Right Honble Sir:

‘ According as 0r Governor informed Capt.

Niccolson, we conveened this day by or sd Governo" order,

who told us that the occasion of our meeting was, your Excel

ency had signifyed to him, by advice of his Mali" Councill

that you had granted us another opportunety of making suit

able and dutifull resolves concerning or surrender. For yr

Eccelencie’s and their care of us and love to us, we return

you or hearty thanks, but we humbly request that we may

w"1out offence inform your Honor that as matters are circum_
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stanced wth us we cannot vary from what we informed your

Excelency in or letters of January 26 past, by reason we have

by or severall addresses formerly sent to his Ma‘ie left orselves

so fully to be guided and dissposed by his princely wisdome,

and have not reced any return or direction from his Matie

since, and therefore we request that a good neighborhood and

an amicable correspondence may be continued between your

Excelency and ye Colony till his Ma““ farther pleasure be

made known to us. [And then when we are commanded by

his Mai" to surender o’selues to your Excelencies government,

and to be united w‘h 0' neighbo” in yt government, we shall be

as loyall and dutifull as any, we hope, and as readily submit

dselves to your Excelency.]* Which wth or best respects and

service to your Excelency, is all at present from your humble

servants,

ye Govr & Company of his.Ma““ Colony -

of Conecticutt.

 

No. XCIII.

GOV. ANDROS TO GOV. TREAT AND THE COUNCIL.‘l'

[Miscell., I. 25.]

Boston, June 13"‘, 1687.

SI.

By my severall letters and advise from England, I am

assured that by this time there will be an [issue] putt to and

judgment entered upon ye Quo Warranto agt yo1r Charter, and

soone expect his Ma"" Commands accordingly ; of which

doubt not but you are advised, as many of yor friends in these

parts, who have prvailed with me on yor Assembly’s meeting,

to expresse my inclynadons still not to be wanting for yor wel

fare if you yett give me oppertunity by accepting his Mam

favour soe gratiously offered you, in a prsent complyance &

surrender; and not with vaine hopes to delay untill Execu6on

be served upon you,;{: when too late to acquitt yorselves of yor

duty to his Malie & trust reposed in you by the Collony for

their good, which being of such importe deserves yor best con

sideradons & resolves accordingly.

1‘ This passage was crossed out from the original draft.

1 This letter is printed in Mass. Hist. Coll., 3d Series, VII. 177.

1 Following this, in the original draft [by John West,) was written,—“ which will

di.fi‘er you from this Collony who, tho’ ye fact’s questioned, many of ye principall of

them In their Generall Court, now in place, did in time submitt and signifie ye same to

his Ma"=.” These words were subsequently erased, and the sentence completed as

above : (Draft, in Massachusetts Archives, ‘ Usurpation," I. 363.)
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\ This is by Edward Randolph Esqf, to whom you may give

intire credence in anything relateing to this matter from, SY,

Yor very affectionate Friend,

E. Aunnos.

To the Honoble The Governor &

Council &c. of Connecticott,

Att Hartford, Prsent.

 

No. XCIV.

non. JOHN sarrm ro sncnnrnnv ALLYN.

[Misce1l., I. 24.]

Boston, 14th June, 1687.

Hon"d ST.

Although I never prtended to be a statesman, yet

I have read and heard somewhat of state matters, and there

fore am emboldened as a privett friend to communicate to yor

Honr in yor more publick capacity, some remarks which wise

and knowing men have taken respecting these American parts,

whether amongst ourselves or other more remote parts within

the King’s Dominions; of wch perhaps you may make a judg

ment and some use in this prsent exigent.

SP, it is generally received without hesitation that all

these parts of America pertaineing to the Crown of England,

from New Carrolina round about with the sun (takeing in all

the Islands) till it come to the French towards the east, will

be brought under a more imediate dependency and subjection

to his Majesty, so-that all mafier of Charters granted to the

greatest Favourites & persons of the most noble extraction

and highest degree, who consequently have the greatest inter

est at Court, both by their persons and purses, must veile

thereto sooner or later, yea, and that in a very short time, the

most part haveing done _it already, and it is by many feared

that they that stand out longest will fare the worst at last ;

Furor armae mirtistrat. And it is allso more than coneeaved,

that whatsoever the vicissitudes of atfayres be that may hap

pen in England, matters will never be againe in statu quo here

in each respective Colony: That if you adhere to the West

you are an undone people, for then you part with yo‘ best

friends. I am, SI, Yor most affectionate

Friend & Servant,

Jonn SAFFIN.

For John Allen Esqr Secretary to his Majesty’s

Colony of Connecticutt, These, in Hartford.



APPENDIX. 383

No. XCV.

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL TO SIR E. ANDROS.

[Miscell. I. 26.]

Hartford, June 18, 1687.

May it please your Excelency.

Your letter by Esqr Randall and Capt. Davis

we have reced, and are sorry they came too late to reach our

Generall Court, who adjourned the evening before the arrive

all of those Gent", though by what we took notice of theire

minds we conclude they would not have altered or varyed

any thing from what in their former letters they wrot unto

you ; for at their last session they resolved to continue in the

station they are in, till his Ma“es pleasure be made known to

them (for a change), and they haveing so declared, it is not

in our power to vary or alter what they have so resolved;

[therefore, according to the circumstances we stand under,

we cannot make a surrender of or Charter at present]* but

must wayte his Maties pleasure for our farther disspose, which

shall readily be submitted unto by vs, We thankfully ao

knowledg your Honlrd favoure to vs, and care over us, and

earnestly requesting your candid acceptation of this return,

and a favourable construction of or intentions therein, [which

is nothing but loyalty to his Matie and honor and respect to

yourself,]T whoe are resolved thorow the help of allmighty

God to approve orselves his Ma“" loyall and dutifull subjects

and your Hon" most affectionate friends and humble servants,

the Govr & Councill of his Malies Colony of Conecticut,

p yr order, signed,

Jonn ALLYN, Secry.

These for his Excelency Sf Edmon Andross

Knight, Capt. Gen11 & Govr of his Maties

Territories in New England, in Boston,

yr dd.

’/6 These two lines are underscored in the draft, and were perhaps erased.

T Canceled.
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No. XCVI.

WM. WHITING TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

[For. Corresp. II. 13.] '

London, the 11thl June, 1687.

Honrd Sf. My last to you was of the 12th March ;* since

have the Gen11 Courts of ye 26th Janfy, wth the inclosed to the

Secretw of State,’[ wch was imediately after rect delivered to

the Lord Sunderland and by him comunicated to the Lords of

the Comittie for Forreigne Plantations, and by them to his

Majly, but cannot learn what resentmt it had. I perceive S‘

Edmond Andros hath not made any return of the Quo War

ranto, but it was his sence that you would surrender yor Char

ter, and it is expected here that the next ship will bring aceot

of it. I have taken care that if any process be made, I shall

have notice. I writ you formerly, and am still of the same

mynde, that it will be lost; I cannot see any way of prevent

ing it. The Court being at Windsor, little can be knowne

' of what is done. What comes to hand shall be comunicate to

you p next. Please to give my service to the Governr and the

rest of the Court, and accept it to yorself from, SF,

Your humble servt,

WM. WHITING.

To John Allyn Esq’, Secretry

of the Collony of Connecticutt, These, In Hartford.

 

N0. XCVII.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

[For. Corresp. H. 14.]

London ye 14th June, 1687.

Honrd SP. My last to you was of the 11th instant, p this

ship. Uppon the same day was past a Rule of Court for you

to give appearance to morrow (being the _last day of the

terme) or Judgemt should pass against you. I cannot yet

get a coppy of the sayd Rule, though I and the sollicitI were

for it severall tymes yesterday; shall have it this fo'renoone,

as the officer promissed; and we are to gee to Councell in the

afternoonc. No information against you was put in yester

day. The issue of the whole you shall have p next. The

* Not found in the files. T See No. LXXXIX.
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messenger tarryes for these (the ship being at Gravesend and

sayles this day); so cannot enlarge; if any thing extraordi

nary falls out, you shall have information by letter to the

Downes, from

S’, yor reall friend & servt

WM. Wnmnc.

To John Allyn Esq’, [&c.]

 

N0. XCVIII.

FROM~THE SAME TO THE SAME.

[For. Corresp. II. 15.]

London, ye 9th August, 1687.

Honrd Sf. My last to you was of ye 14:th June, advizing

there was a Rule of Court past for yor appearance the last

day of that Terme, or Judgement should pass against you.

That afternoone (by advice of Councell) I sealed (in yor be

half) a warrant of attorney to one of the Clerks of the

Crowne Office to appeare, wch he signifyed to his MajW1i

officer there, but no information being then, nor since, given

in against yor Collony, the case stands as it did; whether any

will be put in between this & next terme, cannot learne. Sev

erll ships have come in lately from New England, and not one

word from you. It is reported (by some newly come over)

that you are for a surrendr of yor Charter, but are devyded

whether to come vnder Sr Edmond Andros or New York Gov

erm¢; but in regard I have it not from you, doe not at present

believe it. If you designe to answer what information shall

be given in again_st you, and defend yor Charter, you must

send more money; what is already recd will soone be gon ; it

must be done out of hand, or your aifayres will suffer. With

all due respect and service to the Govern‘, yorself & the rest

of my employers, I am, S’,

Yor reall friend & servt,

WM. Wnrrrno.

For John Allyn EsqI, Secretry [&c.]

49
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No. XCIX.

FROM WM. WHITING TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

[For. Corresp. II. 17.]

London, ye 21"I Septemb", 1687.

Honlrd Sf. I have yo" signed by ordr of ye Genll Court of

ye 15th June last, and take notice of its contents. I writ you

ye 9th Augt by Capt. Bellcher, wch he promissed to send for

ward as soone as he arrived. In yo" above mentioned you

ordr me to defend yor Charter and make answer to 'what shall

be objected against you, but doe not furnish me wth money,

without wch there is nothing to be done here; I have about

4:0li in my hands of what you remitted me, wch will not be

sufficient when we come to tryall, wch will be (I think) next

terme; and for me to disburse money for a Govermt that in

all probability will be dissolved, is unreasonable to expect it;

if any pticuler psons would have been obliged to me to reim

burse me, should have advanced money on ye concern, wch

cannot now be expected of me. I shall goe as far as I can,

and wth as good improvemt of what I have as may be. There

is no information as yet given in against you, & suppose will

not, till the begining of y6 next terme. When I have it, you

shall have a coppy: and shall doe what I can for yor service, as

long as I have anything to worke with. Give my service to

the Gouernr and the rest of my employers, and accept it to

yorself from, Sf,

Yor very humble servt,

WM. WHITING

To John Allyn Esq‘, Secretry [&c.]

No. C.

GOVERNOR DONGAN TO THE GENERAL COURT.

[Miscel1aneous, I. 27.]

New York, October ye 4”‘, 1687.

Gentlemen.

' I lately had a letter from White Hall, that tells me, Govr

Treat and Mr. Allen had writt thither desireing y8 Colony of

Conecticutt might be added to Boston, undr Sr Edmond An

drosse.* You cannot but think me greately surprized at this

intelligence, if you consider ye correspondence yt has bin

 

4* See No. LXXXIX, and note.
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between yor Glovrnr and myselfe. I am a man yt did you all

ye good offices I could at ye Court; and if I thought it so

agreeable to yor Goverm‘, I should be as forward in endeav

' ouring ye destruction of yor Charter as any person whatever.

As for your Govrnr, he is an easy good natured gentleman,

and I beleive has bin imposed uppon; but what interest has

governed Mr. Allen, he knows best;* but if he considers ye

good of y6 inhabitants, and ye scitua6on of both Goverments,

he cannot but be of another opinion, for if yt should happen

not to be joyned to this we must prove very uneasy to you. -

Gentlemen, lett me advise you to submitt to the King’s

Goverm‘, whilest it is in yolr power, for you may easily per

ceive on what a sandy foundation your own stands, when one

or two men among you can dispose of you at their pleasures.

If you submitt to this, I doubt not in the least his Majtie

and Councill (when I shall informe them of ye reasons of

your so doing) will confirm what agreemt you make with me.

The secureing this Govermt from y8 invasion of ye French will

secure yours, and to that intent I go to Albany this winter and

carry some men with me; therefore I should be very glad to

have an answr of this letter before I go. I am,

Your humble servt,

Tao. DONGAN.

To the Generall Court held att

Hartford for the Colony of Conecticutt,

These.

 

No. CI.

GOV. ANDROS TO GOV. TREAT.

[Miscellaneous, I. 28.]

Boston, Octr 22d, 1687.

SI.

This is to acquaint you that I have received elfectuall orders

and commands from his Math? for Connecticott, annexed to this

Government, (in a very gratious manner) with particuler

regard and favour to yl‘selfe. And resolve to send or be my

self att Hartford abt the end of next weeke, pursuant there

 

* Gov. Dongan could not for ive Gov. Treat and Secretary Allyn for their prefer

ence of Massachusetts to New ork. “ Connecticut is added by ye fraud of ye Gov

ernor & ye Clerk unknowne to the rest of y= Generall C_0urt,’_’ he wrote to the Earl of

Sunderland, in February, 1688,—“ and for one that wishes it as it is, there is a hun

dred in that Colony that desyres it were annexed to y‘ Governm‘ of N. Yorke.” (Doc.

Rel. to Hist. of N. York, III. 511.)
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unto, to meete you and such Glentn as you shall think fitt for

his Ma“°“ sd service Wch I will not doubt to yIr satisfaccon, and

other his Mam loyall subjects in yr parts; and remain, S’,

Yor very affectionate Friend,

' [E. Annaos.]*

To the Honoble GOV6I'I10' Treate,

These.T

No. OII.

CONNECTICUT ANNEXED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF SIR EDMUND

ANDROS.

[Extracts from “ Will and Doom, or the Miseries of Connecticut," &c., by Mr. Ger

shom Bulkeley.]

[In September 1692, a paper was presented to Gov. Fletcher, of New _York, con

taining ‘ Some objections a ainst the p'sent pftended governmL in Connectwott in N.

England in America, Humb y tendered to consideration by EDWARD Panmrs, WILL.

Rosmvann, Gnasnom BULKELEY." Gov. Fletcher transmitted it to the Committee

for Trade and Plantations. It is printed, from the original in the State Paper Ofiice

(New York Papers, Ill. E. 8.) in the third volume of Documents Rel. to the Hist. of

New York, pp. 849-854. The authors rofess their attachment to the government

established b royal commission, under it Edm. Andros; declare that under it, they

“ came to un erstand and enjoy more of the laws and liberties of free and natural Eng

lish subjects” than they had ever done under the Charter; object to the resumption of

charter government, as “in opposition to and contempt of the crown,” “utterl un

lawful and inconsistent with their allegiance,” “not a charter government, ut a

supreme government," “absolute, arbitrary and despotic,” “so that in effect we have

no law but, as they term it, will and doom," “with no certain rule ofjustice but what

the Court, or this or that gentleman will,” “resolved right or wrong to crush those

who oppose their usurped and tyrannical authority,” &c. '

The subscribers were men of roperty, of respectable position, and of more than

ordinary intelligence; they had a 1 held commissions under Andros, as justices of the

peace, in their res ective counties. Private ievances, and perhaps, disappointed

ambition, united t em in opposition to the c arter government and to the men by

whom it was now administered. Major Edward Palmes, was a son-in-law of the first

Governor Winthrop. He had been employed in public service, commanded the forces

of N. London county in the Narragansett war, and was nominated for the magistracy

as early as 1674; but though his name was presented annually to the freemen, until

1683, he was never elected an assistant. His complaints of “ arbitrary power," and of

a “tendency to enslave his Majesty's subjects,” began to be heard, in 1685. (See page

193, ante.) In 1690, as one of the executors of the will of Mr. John Liveen, he became

involved in a. controversy with the church and people of New London, in the prosecu

tion of which he refused to acknowledge the authority of the inferior courts and, ultl~

mately, of the charter government,— resumed without express warrant from the crown.

Less is known of the causes of Mr. Rosewell’s disafi'ection. He was one of the Justices

appointed by Andros, and was continued in office, as a commissioner for Branford, at

the revolution in 1689. The Rev. Gershom Bulkeley, of Wethersfield, had few supe

riors in the colony, in natural ability, professional learning, or general scholarshi .

He was a son of Rev. Peter Bulkeley, of Concord; born Dec. 26, 1635; grad. H. .

1656; reached at New London, 1661-1666; settled at W'ethersfield, 1666; and with

drew rom the work of the ministry, in 1677, and devoted himself to the practice of

*1‘ The signature has been torn 013‘.

1 Upon this notice, the governor summons the General Court to meet at Hartford

about the same time, who accordingly attended (ready to receive his Excellency when

he came,) and helda court, and some say also voted a submission to him, though of

t]l)1is we are not well assured, and possibly they made no record ot it.” Will and

com.
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medicine and surgery, in which he had already acquired a distinguished reputation.

Overweeniug self-nnportance, obstinate adherence to his own opinions or prqudices,

a litigious sp1rit, and the peculiarities of his political creed, detracted from his useful

ness, and kept him almost continually at strife, with his parish, his neighbours, or the

overnment of the colony. He had never been admitted a freeman of the colony; and

t e commission which he received from Andros, was of course vacated by the revolu

tion. In the paper of “ Objections” he declares himself “ no Morellian nor Oliverian

Republican, but a true friend to the true, legal English monarchy,” and, his subse

quent writings bear evidence that his loyalty was of the high-tory and passive

obedience type.

The “ Ob'ections" do not appear to have attracted attention at home or abroad.

They serve however to open a correspondence with Gov. Fletcher, in whose subse

uent controversies with the government of Connecticut, Palmes, Rosewell and

‘hulkeley appear to have taken a warm interest. In a letter to the Committee of

Trade, in 1693, Fletcher alludes to them as “ gentlemen of the best education, sense

and estates," in the colony, who had “sufi‘ered very much by the arbitrary illegal

proceedings there.” (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. III. 72.)

In December, 1692, these “Objections” were re-modelled, amplified, much addi

tional matter introduced, and formally attested by the same individuals who had sub

scribed the ori inal paper. The title of “Will and Doom,” was now refixed,—“or

the Miseries 0 Connecticut by and under an Usurped and Arbitrary ower, being A

Narrative of the first erection and exercise, but es ecially of the late changes and ad- ‘

ministration of Government, in their Majesties olony of Connecticut,” &o. The

preface is dated Dec. 12, 1692, and signed Philanaw.

In 1703, “ Will and Doom” was placed in the hands of Lord Cornbury, (who, in con

cert with Joseph Dudley, was employing every means in his power to procure the

abrogation or forfeiture of the Connecticut charter,) and by him forwarded to the

Lords of Trade, June 30th, 1703, as “ a book writ by Mr. Buckley, who is an inhabit

ant of Connecticut,” showing “the methods of roceedings in that colony.” (Doc.

Rel. to Hist. of N. Y. IV 1062.) Sir Henry AslEurst wrote to Gov. Winthrop, Feb.

1704-5, that “ one Mr. Buckle , all by Mr. D’s [Dudley’s] contrivauce has sent alar e

folio book, which he calls pr t e name of Will and Doom, or a history &c. wherein e

mightily commends Sir Edmund Andros’s government, and says all the malicious

thin he possibly can invent, with great cunning and art.” (For. Corresp. II. 88.)

. T e manuscript is now in the State Pa er Ofiice, whence a copy of it was ocured,

some years since, (through the agency of enry Stevens, Esq.) for the Conn. istorioal

Society. Its high-tory arguments for the divine right of kmgs and the obligation to

passive obedience are without interest to modern readers; but the narrative portions

contain some important facts, not elsewhere preserved, respecting the government of

Andros and the revolution by which it was terminated.

The title of “ Will and Doom" is derived from a colony law, made at the September

Court, 1689. The authority of the revolutionary government had been called in nes

tion, and the collection of rates was likely to be thereby embarrassed. The ourt

ordered that if any persons should fail to give in their lists of ratable estate, before the

October Court, the listers or General Court might “ rate them, will and doom,” or at

discretion.]

“On Monday, October 31, 1687, Sir E. A. (with divers of

the members of his Council and other gentl. attending him,

and with his guard,) came to Hartford, where he was received

with all respect and welcome congratulation that Connecticut

was capable of. The troop of horse of that county conducted

him honorably from the ferry through Waterfield,"‘ up to Hart

* So, in the Hist. Society’s copy. Bulkeley doubtless wrote Wethew-afield. Judge

Sewal1’s Diary states that Andros went from Boston, by the way of “ 0odcock’s,”

a well known station on the old 0st road to Providence, now in Attleborough, Mass.

It is probable, that he followed t e principal (afterwards, the post) route, from Provi

dence to New London, and thence struck across the country, to the Wethersfield (now

Rocky Hill) ferry. He was attended by “ a company of gentlemen and grenadiers, to

the number of sixty or upwards.” Elsewhere, Bulkeley states that Sir Edmund was

expected by another way,—probab1y, by Springfield,—but that one of the assistants,

“personally attending him in his journey to Hartford, posted away before him to the

River,” and authorized a constable to press men and boats to carry over the new gov

ernor and his retinue, “and then posted to Hartford to 've notice of his comin that

way, by means whereof the Troop was posted away to ethersfield to meet an con

duct his Excellency.”
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ford, where the trained bands of divers towns, (who had waited

there some part of the week before, expecting his coming then,

now again, being commanded by their leaders,) united to pay

him their respects at his coming. Being arrived at Hart

ford, he is greeted and caressed by the govr and assistants,

(whose part it was, being the heads of the people, to be most -

active in what was now to be done,) and some say, though I

will not confidently assert it, that the Govr and one of the

assistants diddeclare to him the vote of the Gen1 Court for

their submission to him.

“ However, after some treaty between his Excellcy and them

that evening, he was the next morning waited on and con

ducted by the Gov‘, deputy GovP, Assistants and Deputies, to

the Court Chamber, and by the Govr himself directed to the

Governor’s seat, and being there seated, (the late Govt, Assist

ants and Deputys being present, and the Chamber thronged as

full of people as it was capable of,) his Excellency declared,

that his Majesty had, according to their desire, given him a

Commission to come and take on him the Government of

Connecticut,—and caused his commission to be publickly

read.

“That being done, his Excellency showed that it was his

Majesty’s pleasure to make the late Govr and Capt. Jolm Allyn

members of his Council, and called upon them to take their

oaths, which they did forthwith,—and all this in that publick

and great assembly, nemine oontradicente, only one man sd

that they first desired that they might continue as they were.

“After this his Excellency proceeded to erect Courts of

Judicature, and constituted the s‘1 Jn° Allyn Esqr Judge of

the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas for the County of Hart

ford, and all other who before had been Assistants, and dwell

ing in the same County, he now made Justices of the Peace

for the said County.”

“From hence his Excellency passed thro’ all the rest of the

Countys of N. Haven, N. London & Fairfeild, settling the

Government, was every where chearfully and gratefully

received, and erected the King’s Courts as aforesaid, wherein

those who were before in the Oflice of Gov‘, Deputy Govr and

Assistants, were made Judges of the Pleas or Justices of the

Peace, not one excepted, nor (finally) excepting, but accept

ing the same, some few others being by his Excellcy added to

them in the several Countys, not without, but by and with

their own advice and approbation, and all sworn by the oaths

(of Allegiance and) of their respective offices, to do equal

justice to rich and poor, after the Laws and Customs of the

Realm of England and of this his MajWB Dominion.
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“ His Excellency also made Sheriffs in the several Countys,

and gave order for the making & swearing of Constables in

the severall Towns, &e.

1* ' 1!‘ it 1‘ * $

“The Secretary, who was well acquainted with all the

transactions of the General Court, and very well understood

their meaning and intent in all, delivered their common seal

to St E. A.

1* 1* # i i if

“ Superior Courts of Pleas and General Gaol Delivery,

[held by Judges of the Circuit,] were soon after erected by

his Excellency, with the advice of his Council for the several

counties. * * The first of which superiour courts was held

at New Haven on April 10th, 1688, for the Countys of New

Haven and Fairfield, and at Hartford, on April 13th, for the

Countys of Hartford and New London, and the like again in

Sept‘, 1688, in their respective seasons. The General Sessions

of the Peace also, and the inferiour Courts of the pleas were

held in the several Countys at their appointed times respect

ively.”

 

N0. CIII.

COMMISSION TO GOV. TREAT, AS COLONEL.

- Sr EDMUND ANDROS Kn‘, Capt Grall

and Governour in Cheife of his Maties

Territory and Dominion of New England,

To ROBERT TREET Esqr Greeting: Repose

ing spetiall Trust and Confidence in your

Loyalty, Courage and Good Conduct, I

Doe by these prsents constitute and ap

point you to be Collonell of the Militia

within the County of New Haven (and

Captaine of a Troope of Horse or Dragoons to be raised in the

Towne of New Haven in the said County): You are therefore

Carefully and Dilligently to discharge the Duty of a Collonell

and Capt, by Ordering and exerciseing the said Militia in

Armes, both Oflicers and Souldiers, Keepeing them in good

Order and Disciplyne, Corhanding them to Obey you as their

Collonell and Captaine ; and yourselfe to follow such Orders

and Direccons as you shall receive from me or other your Su

  

- perior Officers, according to the Rules and Disciplyne of Warr,

Pursuant to the Trust reposed in you. Given under my hand
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and scale‘ at New Haven the Seaventh day of November, in the

third yeare of the Raigne of our Sovraigne Lord James the

Second, by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France

and Ireland, King, Defendr of the Faith, &c. Annoq. Dni. 1687.

By his Excell’s Cofriand, E. ANDROS.

Joan Wnsr, D. Sec’ry. '

No. CIV.

GOV. ANDROS TO JOHN ALLYN.

[Miscell. I. 30. Holograph.]

Boston ye 23 Novl", 1687.

SI. You will herewith receive the orders for a Generall

Thancksgiving day to Almighty God, to be a Thursday ye 1M

of Dec‘, and humbly to implore the continuance of his bles

ings; wch I pray you will take care to send to all places &, if

no oportunitys, by expresse that they may have timely notice to

observe itt religiously as itt ought.

You will also receave from Mr. West the copy of a bill in

forcing the Acts passed in yr parts and asserting the times of

Courts, on wch I pray to hear from you as soon as may be, in

any thing may be proper or convenient accordingly for any yr

parts. ‘ ‘

You will also by this or the next oportunity receave a

Comision for yrselfe & others to be judges of ye severall inferi

our courts of pleas,T & Mr. Whitingi to be clarck att

Hartford.

 

* The seal used by Sir Edmond Andros, while Governor of New England (a fine

impression of which is preserved on the above eommission,) bears—qnarterly, first

an fourth, on achevron, between three leopards’ faces, as many castles triple towered,

[for the seignory of Sansmarez]; second and third, a saltire voided, on a chief three

mnllets. Crest, a falcon affrontant, wings expanded. Supporters; dexter, a unicorn,

gor ed: sinister, a greyhound,tailcowarded, gorged. The motto is not legible. That

oft e family of Sansmarez, (to which the Crest and sn porters belong, is “ In Deo

Spero.” (Bnrke’s Armory.) The bearings of the secon and third quarters are given

by Burke as those of Andrewes, of London, and Andrews of Doddington. The arms

of the Andros family of Guernsey (to which Sir Edmund belonged) are described in

Berry’s Hist. of Guernsey, (p. 138,) as, “ A chevron between three pelicans vulning

themselves.” '

The great seal appointed for New England under the administration of Andros,

was,_ as Chalmers states, “honoured with a remarkable motto: nunquam libertac

gr-atwr extat.” (Pol. Annals, I. 463.)

T “ Robert Treat Esq. and John Allyn Es . were Councillors. These same gentle

men and Nathan Gold Esqr were Judges 0 the Pleas in their respective counties."

Will and Doom.

1Joseph Whitin , who had been treasurer of the Colony since 1678. He married,

in 1676, (his secon wife,) a daughter of Secretary Allyn. See note on page 13, ante.
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0

I have spoke to Perry* of his going betwene this & Hartford,

once a month, this winter, if nott further as far as Fairfield

and Stamford, as I designe oftener in the spring, on wch I

desire yr opinion & advise, & if by one man or severall, or

from town to town, as is usuall for postage in Urope. Comen

dations the magistrates and all freinds with you. I am yr

afectionate freind, E. Annnos.

For John Allyn Esq’

One of His Ma°"'as Council,

att Hartford.

No. CV.

JOHN WEST,1' DEPUTY SECRETARY, TO JOHN ALLYN.

,[Miscell. I. 32.]

Boston, NovIr 23d, 1687.

SP: His Excelly hath thought fitt in Councill to appoint

Thursday, ye first day of December, to be a publique day of

Praise and Thanksgiveing to Almighty God thro’out this Do

_minion, & therefore ye inclosed ordrs are sent unto you, with

his Maties gratious Declarn for Liberty of Conscience ;j: desire

ing that you will forthwith upon receipt send them to y6

severall countys in yor Parts, that all may have convenient

knowledge thereof & y8 same be duly observed accordingly.

 

* The name of “John Perry the post " oflen occurs in corres ondence of this period.

His route was subse uentlv extended to New York, where, in eisler’s time, his fidel

ity to his employers rought him into trouble. See Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. York, III.

656, 661, 682, &c.

T John West, a merchant of New York, was appointed by Andros, in 1680, secretary

of the province, clerk of the court of assizes, and city clerk. He was succeeded as

plrovincial secretary by John Spragg, in 1683. Upon Andros’s return as governor of

cw England, West repaired to Boston, where, by an arrangement with Randolph, he

was constituted de uty secretary of the council, and in that situation drew to himself

no small share of tiie odium which attached to the government of his patron. (Doc.

Rel. to Hist. of New York, III. 351, 657, note: Hutchinson’s Hist. I. 858, 359, 372.)

His correspondence with John Allyn displays none of the traits of character which ren

dered him the object of such universal detestation in Massachusetts. Mr. Allyn,

with the same tact he had displayed in his oflicial intercourse with Dudley and with

Dongan, succeeded in establishin amicable relations with West as well as with An

dros: and to the good ofiices of t e deputy secretary, Connecticut doubtless owed

much of her comparative exemption from the evils of arbitrary government, during the

usur ation.

he memorable Declaration of Indulgence, was published on the 4th of April,

1687. It suspended all penal laws against all classes of non-conformists; authorized

Roman Catholics and Protestant dissenters to erform public worship; forbade the

molestation of any religious assembly; abro ate all laws imposing a religious test as

a. qpalification for oflice; and granted entire iberty of conscience, to all the King’s

su jects. “ The King, finding himself opposed by the church, ‘began to pay court to

the dissenters; and he imagined that, by laying one part agamst another, he should

easily obtain the victory over both; a re ned policy whic it much exceeded hlS ca

pacitv to conduct. His intentions were so obvious, that _it was impossible for him to

gain the sincere confidence and regard of the non-conformists." (Hume)

50



394 _ZPPENDI x.

Wee reached this place on Wednesday ye 16th past, and his

Excelly is pritty well, and desires kindly to be remembered to

you. An Act for Inforceing ye former Laws lately made by ye

Govr & Councill, tobe observed in yoIr parts, and for settleing

yE times & places of holding Courts there, was this day read

in Councill ye first time and comitted; and when passed shall

send you that, with coppyes of ye laws, and what else relates

thereunto, by y8 first conveyance. The Superiour Courts are

designed to be kept twice a yeare att New Haven & Hartford,

and to the latter Hampshire to attend, wch beleeve will well

answer yo‘r occasions ; if otherwise, may advise.

His Excelly desires to be informed abt yor Collony’s Debts,

what they are, & what to be done abt ye Rate passed by ye late

Generall Court; that soe what you moved may be answered:

abt wch please to send an account. I hope all is well with

you, & shall be glad of any oppertunity to doe you service,

who am, S’, yoIr affectionate friend & humble servant,

JOHN WEST.

My service to yo1r Lady & all

friends, pticulerly Mr. Woodbery.*

To Jn° Allen Esq’, one of his Maties Councill &c.

att Hartford.

 

N5. ovr.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

[Miscell. I. 33.]

. Boston, Novembr 24“, 1687.

Sr: Inclosed is a Coppy of ye Act of which in my other

Letter to you men6on is made.1' Please to puse and consider

of ye same, and give yor thoughts thereupon by the first opper

tunity, for his Excelly is not willing to passe the same till he

heares from you therein, and to save you trouble of a journy

takes this method.

I give you my most humble service, and assure you that on

all occasions I will be, Sf,

Yor reall friend & humble servt,

Jorm Wrsr.

To Jncl Allen Esqr., one of his Maties

Councill &c., att Hartford.

 

p ;l'l6S1t'°I:.I"II“)i.xn2p2t£l1]i'I.llVoodbridge? or Capt. Benjamin Newbery?
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N0. CVII.

JOHN ALLYN TO SECRETARY WEST.

[Miscel]. I. 34, 11.]

Hartford, December 5, 1687.

Much respected Sf: My respects and service to yourselfe

and Mrs. West being prsented, these are to beg your pardon

for that you heard not from me the last week by Mr. Wolcot.

I had such short notice of the oppertunety that I could not

get a letter ready for you, whereby I was crost in my purposes

to salute you then, and therefore shall take this opportunety

to be more large wth you. I am glad to hear that after your

long journey you had a good return home, and fownd all things

well, which mercy God continue to you.

Sf, your letters wth_ the orders for the Thankesgiveing I

reced Satturday night at nine of the clock, and posted them

away forthwth to the severall places and townes throughout

the Colony; and I beleive no place hath fayled of receiving

them, and I hope they have all been attended accordingly.

I reced the copy of the Act for inforcing the former laws wch

you made, and for stateing of Courts here, which is no other

then was expected and must be attended. But give me leave

to suggest, that if his Excelency could see reason to grant the

Court of Quarter Sessions power to try any actions under the

value of thirty pownds, or 20“, it would be accomadateing to

the people here, and to 0' merchants and others it would be a

kindnesse; which please Sr to promoate. Another thing I

propownd to your consideration is, if it may be granted, the

change of the Court of Assize at Hartford from Fryday to

'l‘ewsday. Beginning on the Fryday, will keep the people from

their habitations on Sunday, and so be at greater charges.

But if it be on Tewsday, the people may corn from the severall

parts to Hartford on Munday, and as soon as their occasions

are issued, may return with as litle charge as may be.

Allso I must request you to send an order, to myselfe or to

whom he shall see reason, to give Capt. Newbery the oath of

a Justice &c. and an order about the gathering the country

rate. Ihave sent an accot of the debts so far as I can com at

them. Ther is Stoneington, Saybrook, Kenilworth and Wood

bury, their acco“ are not yet come to hand. I suppose some

way or other they have miscarryed. [It will be very requisit

that an order be given for the speedy gathering of the same.

The old Treasr, Mr. Joseph Whiting, will be very capeable of

ordering it so as it may best suit every man’s occasions that
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are to receive.]"‘ This accot now sent I examined myselfe and

I know no error in it. The salarys granted by the Court are

included in y9 surhes belonging to ye person to whom yy are

granted. If his Excelency see meet, the old Treasurer will be

capeable to order y° same so as may best [serve] every man’s

occasions as are to receive, and doeing that and exacting of

ye constables yr accot, his whole salery will be due, which please

to farther

Sf, as to my own salery, it is so litle, and I have finished all

y“ stated Courts wthin the yeare, that which remaynes will

only be profit to me, so that I hope his Excellency will not

abate any of it.

There are allso severall judgments of Courts against pertic

uler persons, upon actions tryed in the Courts, and allso some

judgments acknowledged by persons against themselves. Some

order for executions in such cases are desired. If his Excel

ency please to impower me to doe it, the records _being in my

hand, I shall attend it, or otherwise as his Excelency pleases

to order shall be contentfull to me, but pray doe something in

it.

S‘, Somtime before the ehang of goverment here, ther was

a young man who was possessed of a house and land and other

estate to the value of about 400". He was kild by a fall of a

piece of block [?] on his -head: left 3 brothers elder then

himself and 1 younger then himselfe, and 2 sisters.T The

elder broth. and the younger clayme the whole of the estate,

each of them ; the rest of the children, they say that accord

ing to or law and custom here, it should be divided amongst

them, that being o':law and custom, their brother deceasing in

those times. Please to lend your opinion on the case, and let

me hear from you by the next. Allso pray let me hear allso,

whither it be not necessary that the houseing and land should

be inventoryed. Some say it should not, and [the eldest son

refuses to let it be inventoryed]* there are sundry occasions

that doe require a resolve. As soone as the lawes come up,

the case will com to Boston. Please to let me hear wt ye charge

will be of it, proueing, recording an inventory and letters of

administration: some must look that way. One thing more:

if there be excise to be put upon the drinck sellers here, if his

Excelency see meet, I propownd Sarjt Zachary Sandford to be

a suitable person to look after it : he will be a man that will

be thorow in it, and may be procured to looke after it, I

beleive. '

* Crossed out from Mr. A11yn’s ori 'nal draft.

1 See the letter from Col. Mason, 0. GXI, and note.
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S‘, I have made bold wth yourselfe to lay these things before

you, and leave it wth your wisdom to move them to his Excel

ency in the way you judg best. Begging your pardon for this

trouble, [and desireing your favour as there shall be occasion,

that if any misrepresentation of me to yourselfe or any others

should be made, one thing I would remember, to keep one ear

open to hear whatI have to say,]* with my best respects to your

selfe and lady, I am, SI, your affectionate freind and servant,

Jonn ALLYN.

These for John West Esq‘, Dept. Secry,

at his house in Boston, this dd.

 

N0. CVIII.

JOHN ALLYN TO SIR EDMUND ANDROS.

[Miscell., I. 34,b.]

Hartford, Dec. 5, 1687.

Most Excelent S’:

I return you my thankes for the Honor of your letter by

Jn° Perry, Novr 23, last, Wth wch I reced your Excelency’s

order for the Thankesgiving day, which cam to me at 9 of the

night Saturday night, which I was forced to post away forth

with by Express to every place, or els they would not have had

timely notice of it: but by soe doeing, I beleive all had notice

and did give attendance accordingly.

S‘, as to the Bill your Excelency mentioned in your letter,

Mr. West sent me a coppy of it which I have perused and am

of opinion that it is very necessary; [as to the severall acts or

lawes mentioned therein, I have nothing to object against what

is done, and beleive what is ordered will readily be attended ;]*

for or people here have no other expectations but that they

shall be under the same law as their neighbours are in the

other provinces under your Excelencies goverment. It would

be accotd a great favour if your Excelency should see meet to

grant that the Court of Quarter Sessions might have power to

try any action, title to land onely excepted, under the value of

twenty or thirty pownds; it would be some advantage to the

people here ; they thinke so. I allso make bold to propownd

whether the Court of Assizes at Hartford might not be altered

from Fryday to the Tewsday followeing the Assizes at New

* Crossed out from Mr. Al1yn’s original drafi.
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Haven; for its being at Hartford on Fryday, if much busines

should be, will keep the people from their homes on the Sab

both, and so put them to more charge; which if it be on the

Tewsday, they may com from the severall townes on the Mon

day and return agayn as their occassions are issued, Wm as

litle charge as may be.

SI, your appoyntment of a Post I hope will be of very good

use. Thereby there will be opportunety of convaying inteli

gence from one end of the country to another, and I beleive

Perry will undertake once a month to pass from Fayrefeild to

Boston in the winter and once in 3 weekes in the surher, or

oftener if your Excelency desire it, and the charge of it upon

the whole will be no great matter; should it be put upon let

ters at first, I believe it will not answer the charge to sattisfy

the post; but if it were tryed one year by a salery, the better

guess may be given for a future setlement of it, as your Excel

ency shall see meet.

[I have made hold to inelose a letter from Col. Dongan to

or late Governor, which I was desireous your Excelency should

see. I did not judg it convenient to be sent as directed. Col.

Pinehon and Mr. Willys having opened it, and the contents of

it being known, I was afrayd that in conjunction wth some

reports which John Perry can inform your Excelency of, from

New Yorke, may have no good effect upon the people in some

of the townes neer Yorke. The reports are as if they are still

in expectation of y5 Colony being joyned to y"'.]*

Some other things I have troubled Mr. West with, which I

hope he will acquaint your Excelency will; and now, Sr, wth

my humble service to your Excelency, I subscribe myselfe,

Most excellent Sf,

Your very humble servant,

JOHN ALLYN.

S’, Col. Dongan haveing sent a letter to 0r late Gov‘, under

the title of Govr of Conectieut &c., I have procured Mr.

Willys by this post to give your Excelency a coppy of it; be

cause I look upon it to be very inconvenient as times are Wth

us, and hope your Excelency will give him notice thereof by

the next opportunetyqL

* This paragraph is crossed out, and from the postscript it appears that a copy of

Gov. Dongan’s letter, instead of the original, was forwarded to Andros.

1' No copy of this letter has been found. Its purport may be learned from Lieut.

Col. Ta1cott’s letter,—-which next follows.
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No. CIX. .

LIEUT. COL. JOHN TALCOTT TO SIR EDMUND ANDROS.

[Re-printed from Mass. Hist. Collections, 3d Series, III. 167-169.]

Hartford, Dec: 5, 1687.

Right Honoable Sr

Being enformed pr Captll Allyn that a letter was sent from

Albany by order of Govr Dongan’s Excellency, with an express

for 200 foot Sould" and 50 troopers, to be raysed out of this

western part of y2 king’s territory under your Excellencye’s

Govlrt to be at Albany the latter end of Aprill next, the oflicers

to have money to discharg what shall be necessary for their

sould" expences. May it pleas yor Excellency this motion at

this juncture seems to be the product of irritation, ifjudgment '

may be given upon the first blush of matters: altho’ it is a

matter too high for me to give advice, if I had known the

grounds of that unhappy rupture that is happened twixt the

English and French Governments; yet with leave humbly

profer my poor raged notions at yor Excellenceyes feet. My

selfe being a person all together a strangr to ye cause of the

war, desireing in generall to propose to yoIr Excellency whether

it may not be a good expedient to send advice to Govr Dongan

to rriove the French Generall for a sussasion of armes, and so

a truce for 8 or 9 moneths, that a dispatcht may be made to

his Matie that the crown of England and France may give

their just resolves on ye case; that those poor subjects that

are but the skirts of two Christian Nations may not proceed in

a War, at their own pleasure, in which if this his Maties terri

tory should be esspoused, may expect great expences, a devast

ation of or plantations, and the effusion of much Christian

blood, and the Country brought into poverty, as was or case

in the last Indian war, in which yor Excellency did very hon

ourabley and wisely prevent the barbarous heathen from draw

ing the sword against his Mates subjects in the territory of

New York, and then under yor governm‘; Wherefore as or

eyes are upon yor Excellency for good conduct and govrmt we

cannot but beleive you will protect and defend us in all things

so far as is just to be done. And that we may not be engaged

in a bloody war for ye may’tey’ing litigious boundaryes twixt

English and French, (I desire to speake without reflection

upon y'3 meanest man, much less upon any Gentm or person of

honor) for the sake of a bever trade, to be upheld by the point

of the sword, for ye inriching a few mercenary spirrited men.

I haveing formerly been under the sorrowfull circumstances
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of a sad war with the heathen, makes me ye more bold with

yo‘ Excellency: The old proverb being true, the burnt child

dreads the fire, and therefore hope I shall be ye more excusa

ble._ I am sorry that I have occasioned this trouble to yoIr

Patlence; beging pardon for my rudeness, shall only desire

and pray that the God of Gods, ye Lord of Lords, the Won

derfull Counciller may be with your Excellencye, in all yo‘

welghty affaires, and with yor Honosbl Councill that all yor

Issues may be peace and safety to or N: England Israel.

Right honombl S-' give me leave to

The post has a letter for subscribe myselfe yor Excellencyes

Y0r Excellency to ye same most humbly devoted and faithfull

purposce to rayse sould" Sert JOHN TALCOTT.

there.

-

No. OX.

COL. ROBERT MASON TO JOHN ALLYN.

[Miscellaneous, 1'. 35.]

SI : I am desired by Mr. Tho. Wells of Connecticut,* the

bearer hereof, to inform you of the law of England in matter

of descent of lands, as to the case of this person. His younger

brother dyes without will or any way disposing of his land.

The eldest brother, in that case, is by the Common Law of

England, heyre to the younger brother, and none of the

younger brothers can pretend unto it. His Excellency the

Governor hath granted administration of the personal estate

of the deceased, unto this person, as being next of kind.

Lands are never deemed a personal, but a real estate, and

therefore are never appraised or brought into an inventory as

chattles of the deceased. I am, with due respects, Sf,

Your friend and servant,

Ronnnr MASON.

~ Boston, 14 December, 1687.

To John Alleyn Esq’, one of the members

of His Majlys Councill, in Hartford.

 

* See Mr. Allyn's letter, p. 396, ante. Thomas Wells was the eldest son of Thomas

and Hannah Wells, of Hartford. This decision in his favor as heir to his deceased brother

(Jonathan,) was reversed by the Colonial Courts, after the revolution. In November,

1690, the inventory of the estate of Jonathan Wells having been presented to the

court of probate for Hartford county. the court ordered an equal distribution to his

surviving brothers and sisters, and this order was confirmed and established by the

Colin-t of Assistants in 1691. Hartford Co. Prob. Rec. V. 21, 25: Court of Assist's, II.

9, 6.
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No. CXI.

ORDER FOR LEVYING THE COLONY RATE.

[From the Massachusetts Archives; “ Usurpation ” Paper-s, IH. 10.]

Att a Councill &c. 4”‘ Jan. 1687.

ORDERED, That Mr. Joseph Whiteing ye late Treasurer of

ye Collony of Connecticott doe forthwith issue forth his war

rants for ye Collecting & Levying of ye Country Rate appointed

to be payd by the late Generall Court there, & that he dispose

thereof for paymt of such debts due from y6 s(1 Collony as

shall be allowed & certified by Coll. Robt Treate, Jn° Allen '

Esqr & Leiut Coll. Jno. Talkott, or any two of them, who are

hereby authorized & desired to examine & certifie ye same

accordingly.

And that ye sd Treasurer doe keep a true & pfect account of

what ye sd Rate doth amount unto, & of ye Disbursemts &

Paym" by him to be made as before directed.

 

_ No. CXII. .

ORDER FOR THE EXECUTION OF FORMER JUDGMENTS, AND FOR

' THE ISSUE OF CAUSES PENDING.

[Mass. Archives; “ Usurpation,” III. 10.]

Att a Councill &c. 4 Jan. 1687.

ORDERED, That upon all Judgm“J that have been obteined

in any of ye Courts of Assistants or Generall Courts holden

in y8 late Collony of Connecticott within one yeare pYceeding

ye Date hereof & not yet executed, Execuéons shall issue out

from ye Clerk’s office of y8 Superiour Court, & on all Judgmts

within that that time in any of ye County Courts Execucon

shall & may be made out by the respective Clerks of ye Ses

sions & Inferiour Courts in y8 severall Countyes. But noe

Execucon to issue out on any Judgmt aboue a yeare before a

writt of Soire Facias be sued out & returned & ordr giuen for

Execuéon accordingly. And that all Causes & acoons now

depending in any of ye sd late Courts of Assistants or Gener

all Courts be heard & determined att y° next Superiour Court

& all ac6ons depending in any of y6 s@1 County Courts att ye

next Inferiour Court unlesse remoued to ye Superiour Court

aforesd.

51
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No. CXIII.

LAWS ENACTED BY_GOVERNOR ANDROS AND HIS COUNCIL. _

[A copy of the bill for an act declaring the laws which had been made by the Gov

ernor and Council for New En land, to be of force in Connecticut, which was enclosed

in John West’s letter to Mr. llyn, of November 24th, is bound with Miscellaneous

Papers, Vol. I. Doc. 31. No copy of the laws themselves, or of any one of them, is

now preserved in the Secretary’s oflice, and it was not until after much inquiry and

fruitless search, that they were found in the manuscript pa es appended to a copy of

the first Book of the Colony Laws (ed. 1673),belonging to t e librar of Yale Colle c.

This volume,at the period of the usurpation, was in the possession 0 Mr. John Wa s

worth Sen., of Farmington, (one of the Assistants from 1679 to 1689,) who carefully

recorded in it the acts and orders of each session of the General Court from May,

1673, to March, 1687, and “the Laws of the Territory of New England,” in force

during the government of Andros in Connecticut. These last fill thirty-eight closely

written pages,—mostly written by Mr. Wadsworth himself, with the occasional assist

ance of his son, John Wadsworth Jun., and of some other person whose handwriting

has not been identified. They are arranged in the order in which they are named in

the enforcing act,—the acts which were passed subsequent to the annexation of Con

necticut, following in course. It has been thought best to publish these laws entire,

and altogether, in this p1ace,—although a chronological arrangement would refer sev

eral of them to subsequent pages of the Appendix. In transcribing them for the press

it has not been judged worth while to retain the peculiar orthography or the contrac

tions and abbreviations of Mr. Wadsworth’s record.]

An Act for declaring the several laws made by the Governour

and Council to be in force within the late Colony of Con

necticut now annexed to this Government, and for settling

the Times and Places of holding Courts there.

 

Whereas his most Sacred Majesty our dread Sovereign hath been

graciously pleased to annex the late Colony of Connecticut to this

Territory and Dominion of New England and to establish the same

under one entire Government and Dominion: And Whereas several

good and wholesome Laws have been lately made and enacted by the

Governour and Council for the good rule, order and government of the

said Dominion, which are as necessary and agreeable unto that part

of his Majesty’s Territory now newly annexed as to the rest of the

said Dominion under this Government, . ‘

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is

hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That [from

and after the day of , next ensuing]* the several Acts

and Laws hereafter mentioned and expressed, made by the Govern

our and Council within the Territory and Dominion aforesaid, shall

be of force in and throughout all that part of this Government lately

called the Colony of Connecticut, now annexed, as fully and effectually

as if the same had been under this Government when the same were

severally enacted, that is to say,

1. An Act for the continuing and establishing of severall Rates,

Duties and Imposts.

2. An Act establishing Courts of Judicature and Publique Justice.

it This clause is omitted from Mr. Wadsworth’s copy.
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3. An Act impowering Justices of the Peace to decide differences

not exceeding Forty shillings.

4. An Act against Pirates, and for prevention of Piracy.

5. An Act settling the value of Pieces of Eight.

6. An Act for regulating the Assize of Cask, and preventing

deceit in Packing of Fish, Beef and Pork for sale.

7. An Act for the regulation of Cattle, Corn Fields and Fences.

8. An Act for the due regulation of Weights and Measures.

9. An Act for Destroying of Wolves.

10. An Act for regulating the purchase of Lands from Indians.

11. An Act for Probate of Wills and granting Letters of Adminis

tration.

12. An Act for regulating the Fishing trade and Fishermen:and

one other act intituled, .

13. An Act for making of Barrells, Kilderkins, and other Vessells

used for Ale or Beer and Syder, and for regulating the Assize

of Boards.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That there

shall be holden quarterly a Court of Sessions within the several

counties of Hartford, New London, New Haven and Fairfield, at such

times and places as hereafter are mentioned and expressed, (that is to

say,) at Hartford, for the county of Hartford, on the first Wednesdays

in March, June, September and December; at New London, for the

county of New London, the second Wednesdays in March, June,

September and December; at New Haven, for the county of New

Haven, on the third Wednesdays in March, June, September and

December; at Fairfield, for the county of Fairfield, on the fourth

Wednesdays in March, June, September and December.

And it is further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That in each

of the said counties there shall be an Inferior Court of Pleas to be

holden and kept at the same times and places as the said Courts of

Sessions shall be held at, and to be opened soon after the said Sessions

are ended. And to the end there may be no failure of justice in all

cases within the counties aforesaid,

It is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, [That the

Superiour Court of Judicature shall be held and kept twice in every

year]* at the several times and places following, (that is to say,) at

New Haven, for the counties of New Haven and Fairfield, on the

Tuesday following the several courts in the circuit at Rhode Island,

[the which circuit is to begin and be holden at Plymouth, for the

counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, on the last Wednesday in

March and September, and the Fridays following at Bristol, for the

county of Bristol, and the Tuesday after at Newport for Rhode Isl

and, King’s Province and Providence plantations,]1' and at Hartford,

for the counties of Hartford and New London, on the Fridays follow
 

* As recorded by Mr. Wadsworth, this clause reads, “That the Judges or one of

them do go that circuit twice every year, and hold and keep the Superiour Court of

Judicature,” &c. _

‘t From Mr. Wadsworth’s record,—not In West’s draft.
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ing the said courts at New Haven, [any former act or order to the

contrary notwithstanding.]*

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in regard

the several towns in the county of Hampshire are situated near Hart

ford aforesaid, the Superiour Court of Judicature shall not longer be

held and kept within the said county, but all laws and causes for the

future there arising proper for the said Court, to be heard, issued and

determined at the Courts appointed to be holden at Hartford as

aforesaid.

And whereas by reason of the appointing one Superiour Court of

Judicature to be holden for several counties, some difiiculty may arise

about the several Sheriffs of the respective counties giving their at

tendance on the said Court,——

It is therefore further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That the

Sheriffs for the time being of the several counties of Barnstable, Fair

field, New London and Hampshire do send their deputies or under

Sheriffs to attend at such Superiour Courts as are appointed for the

said counties, wheresoever the same shall be held, and there make

due returns of all writs and precepts which to the said several Sheriffs

have been directed. And the said several Sheriffs of the counties

aforesaid when and so often as they shall be by such writ or precept

commanded to do the same, by his said deputy or under-sheriff shall

return and send a Jury or Juries to the said Superiour Court, for trial

of causes between party or parties or otherwise; any former law or

usage to the contrary notwithstandingit

And whereas by former acts entitled An Act for [establishing

Courts of] Judicature and Publique Justice, [the several Inferiour]

Courts of Common Pleas were limited and appointed to have jurisdic

tion over all causes only wherein any freehold is not concerned, to the

value of ten pounds with costs, and no more, except in the county [of]

Suffolk where the jurisdiction of the said court extended to twenty

pounds with costs and no more, and all causes and actions whatsoever

above that value or wherein any freehold was concerned were to be

commenced and prosecuted at the Superiour Court of Judicature; the

which, by reason of the remoteness of the judges,clerks, attorneys and

other officers and ministers of the said court from divers parties and

places within the said Dominion, hath been found of great trouble,

expense, prejudice and inconveniency to several persons who have

been forced to sue in the said court, and thereby not answered the

end designed, which was the due and speedy administration of jus

tice; to remedy which for the future,

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that from hence

forth the several Inferiour Courts of Pleas to be holden within the re

spective counties in this Territory and Dominion of New England,

 

* From Mr. Wadsworth’s record,—not in West's draft.

1' Mr. West’s cop(y, enclosed to Mr. Allyn, ends here. What follows is from Mr.

Wadsworth’s recor . The addition to the original bill, by which the jurisdiction of the

inferior courts was enlarged, was added at Mr. Al1yn’s request and for the accommo

dation of the peo le of Connecticut. See Allyn’s letters to Andros and West, (No.

CVII, CVIII,) an West’s reply, (No. CXIV.) .

f\
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shall have power and jurisdiction in all causes and cases personal and

mixed wherein title of land is not concerned, to any sum or value what

ever; and that the several clerks of the said courts shall and may

issue'out writs to any sum or value accordingly, any thing in the said

act before recited to the contrary notwithstanding.

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore

_ said, that it shall and may be lawful to and for any defendant or de

fendants, if he or they "see meet, to remove any action, cause or suit

from any of the said Inferiour Courts to the Superiour Court of Judi

cature, by a writ of Habeas Corpus or Certiorari, which are to issue

out of the clerk’s office of the Superiour Court aforesaid, special bail

being first given before one of the judges of the said Inferiour Courts

by the party or parties desiring the same. and certified in the said

clerk’s oflice accordingly.

Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted by the authority

aforesaid, that where any defendant or defendants in any of the Infe

riour Courts aforesaid, shall offer to remove his or their suit or action

to the Superiour Court, and to give special bail to answer the same and

abide the determination of that court, that the same shall be admitted

and taken, and such conve[nient time allowed for] the bringing of the

said writ of [Habeas Corpus or Certiorari as] the distance of such

court from Boston may require: provided that no longer time be

given than to the court following after such offer made of removal and

bail given as aforesaid. .

And forasmuch as the often holding of the Superiour courts in the

- circuit in the counties of Middlesex and Essex is found to give more

trouble and charge to his Majesty’s subjects than necessity of business

and suits requires, and in regard to their nearness to Boston, where

all causes may be tried, It is therefore enacted by the authority afore

said, that for the future the said court shall be only holden twice

every year in each of the said counties, (that is to say,) for the county

of Middlesex, at Charlestown, Cambridge or Concord, on the first

Tuesdays in May and November, and for the county of Essex, at

Salem or Ipswich, on the first Wednesdays in March and Septem

, bcr; the Mondays following each of which courts in Essex, the same

is to be holden at Portsmouth, as in the Act for settling Courts is pro

vided : any former act or order to the contrary notwithstanding.

Boston, the twenty-ninth day of December, in the 3d year of his

Majesty’s reign, Annoque Domini, 1687.

Examined per JOHN Wasr, Dep. Sec’ry.

(1-)

An Act for the continuing and establishing of 'several Rates,

Duties and Imposts.

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That the several
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rates, duties and imposts hereafter mentioned and expressed be and

are hereby continued and established to be paid to his Majesty towards

the support of the government and defraying the public charge there

of, and to be collected and levied in the manner and form as herein is

directed and prescribed, that is to say; that the treasurer for the time

being shall, from year to year, in the month of July, without expecting

any other order, send his warrant to the constable and selectmen of

every town within this territory and dominion, requiring the constable

to call together the inhabitants of the town, who being so assembled,

shall choose some one of the said inhabitants to be a commissioner for

the town, who together with the select men shall, some time in the

month of August then next ensuing, make a list of ,all the male

p[ersons in] the same town from sixteen years old and upwards,

and [a true estimation of all] real and personal estates being or

[reputed to be the] estate of all and every the persons in the same

town or otherwise under their custody or managing, according to the

just valuation and to what person the same doth belong, whether in

their own town or elsewhere, so near as they can by all lawful means

which they may use; (that is to say,) of houses, lands of all sorts, as

well broken up as other, (except such as doth or shall lye common),

mills, ships and all small vessels, merchantable goods, cranes, wharves,

and all sorts of cattle, and all other known estate whatsoever, at

sea or on shore; all which persons and estates are by the said com

missioner and selectmen to be assessed and rated as hereafter follow

eth, that is to say: every person aforesaid, except the members of his

Majesty’s council, one shilling and eight pence by the head, and all

estate both real and personal at one penny for every twenty shillings,

according to the rate of cattle hereafter mentioned; the estates of all

merchants, shop-keepers and factors shall be assessed by the rule of

common estimation, according to the best discretion of the assessors,

having regard to their stock and estate, be it presented to view or not,

in whose hands soever it be; and if any such merchants find them

selves over-valued, if they can make it appear to the assessors they

- are to be eased by them, if not, by the next Court of Sessions; and

houses and lands of all sorts (except as aforesaid) shall be rated at an

equal and indiiferent value, according to their worth in the towns

and places where they lie: every bull and cow of four years old and

upward at three pounds; heifers and steers between three and four

years old, at fifty shillings, and between two and three years old at

forty shillings, and between one and two years old at twenty shillings,

and every ox at four year old and upwards at five pounds ; and every

horse and mare of three year old and upwards, at five pound; be

tween two and three, at three pounds; of one year old and upward,

at thirty shillings: every ewe sheep above one year old, at ten shil

lings: every goat above one year old, at eight shillings: every wether

sheep above one year old, at ten shillings: every swine above a year

old at twenty shillings : every ass above one year old at forty shillings :

and all cattle of all sorts, under a year old are hereby exempted, as

[also] all hay and corn in the husbandman’s hands, because meadow

and arable ground and cattle are rateable as a[foresaid].
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[And all such perso]ns as by the advantage of their [arts] and

trades are more enabled _to help bear the publick charges than

common labourers and workmen, as butchers, bakers, wrewers (brew

ers ?), victuallers, smiths, carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, joiners, bar

bers, millers and masons, with all other manual persons and artists,

such are to be rated for returns and gains proportionable with other

men for the produce of their estates; provided, that the rate by the

poll, such persons as are disinabled by sickness, lameness, or other

infirmity, shall be exempted. And for such servants and children as

take not wages, their parents andmasters shall pay for them, but such

as take wages shall pay for themselves.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the com

missioners for the several towns in every shire or county within this

dominion, shall yearly, upon the first Wednesday in the month of

September, assemble at their shire or county town, and bring with

them, fairly written, the just number of males listed as aforesaid, and

the assessments of estate made in their several towns, according to

the rules and directions in this present Act expressed. And the said

commissioners being so assembled shall due[ly] and carefully exam

ine all the said lists and assessments of the several towns in that shire

or county, and shall correct and perfect the same, according to the

true intent of this act, as they or the major part of them shall deter

mine, and the same so perfected they shall speedily transmit to the

treasurer under their hands, or the hands of the major part of them;

and thereupon the treasurer shall give warrants to the constables to

collect and levy the same, so as the whole assessments both for per

sons and estates may be paid unto the treasurer before the twentieth

day of November yearly. And every one shall pay their rate to the

constable in the same town where it shall be assessed; and if the

treasurer cannot dispose of it there, the constable shall send it to such

place in Boston or elsewhere as the treasurer shall appoint, at the

publick charge, to be allowed the constable‘ upon his accounts with

the treasurer. And for all such places as are not within the bounds

of any town, the lands with the persons and estates thereupon shall

be assessed by the rates of the town next unto it, the estimation to be

by the distances of the churches. And if any of the said commis

sioners or select men shall willingly fail or neglect to perform the

trust committed to them by this act in not making, correcting, per

fecting or transmitting any of the said lists or assessments according

to the intent thereof, every such offender shall be fined forty shillings

for every such offence, or so much as his Majesty shall be damnified

thereby, provided the same be prosecuted within six months.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon all

distresses to be taken for any of the rates and assessment aforesaid,

the ofiicer shall distrain goods or chattels if they may be had; and if

no goods, then land or houses; if neither houses nor lands [are to be]

had within the town where such distress is to be taken,th[en to take]

the body of such persons to be carried to [the common jail, until] the

next court of sessions, except [they shall give bonds for] their appear

ance there or that payment be made in the mean time‘.
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And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the prices

of all sorts of corn to be received upon any rate by virtue of this act,

shall be such as the Governour and Council shall set from year to

year, and in want thereof, at price courant at Boston.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every con

stable within this territory and dominion shall, on the penalty of five

pounds, clear up all their accounts with the treasurer for the rates of

the several towns, by the first of May yearly; and they and every of

them are hereby impowered to press boats or carts for the better and

more speedy sending in their rates according to the time appointed:

and if any constable shall not have collected the rates and assessments

committed unto their charge by the treasurer, during the time of his

oflice, that he shall notwithstanding the expiration of his office have

power to levy by distress all such rates and levies; and if he bring

not in to the treasurer, according to his warrant, the treasurer shall

distrain such constable’s goods for the same; and if the constable be

not able to make payment, it shall be lawful for the treasurer to dis

train, for all arrearages of rates and levies, any man or men of that

town where the constables are unable, and that man or men upon

complaint to the Superiour Court of Judicature shall have order to

collect the same again equally of the town, with his just damage for

the same.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for the select men of each town where strangers

are or shall be, to assess all such strangers according to the cargoes

they import, or in case of their refusal to give a true account of their

estate, to assess them in any month in the year, yearly, according to

their best discretion, in the same manner as other inhabitants are

assessed and rated, by force of this act, and to be levied accordingly.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for all

Wines, Brandy, Rum, and other Strong Waters, that shall at any

time or times hereafter be imported into his Majesty’s territory and

dominion of New England, or any part thereof, from any place what

soever, there shall be paid to the treasurer or other person or persons

as shall be appointed to receive and collect the same, the customs and

duties following, that is to say:

For every butt or pipe of Fay-al wines or any other wines of the

Western Islands, the sum of ten shillings; Every pipe of Madeira

wines, thirteen shillings and four pence; every butt or pipe of Sherry,

Sack, Malaga, Canary, Muscells (Marseilles P), Tent and Alicant,

twenty shillings, and so proportionably, greater or less quantities of

each kind. '

And for the better [secu]ring the customs and duties aforesaid,

Be it further enacted [by the authority aforejsaid, that no person or

persons whatsoever I: ] unload any of the commodities

aforesaid, until due entry be made both of the quantity and quality

of such wines or other liquors, upon oath, if required by the treasurer

or such other person or persons as shall be appointed to collect the

customs and duties aforesaid, and that the customs are duly paid for

the same; and that no goods be landed upon any key, wharf or any
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other place but upon such key, wharf or place as shall be appoynted,

under the penalty of the forfeiture of all such goods.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all goods,

wares, merchandize and provisions of all sorts, excepting fish, sheep’s

wool, cotton wool, and salt, which from any place shall be imported

into any harbour, port, shore or place within this dominion, shall be

rated in a just proportion with estates rateable in the country, (that is -

to say,) for every twenty shillings value shall be paid one penny in

money, the valuation to be as followeth, that is to say: every hundred

pounds at the place from whence it comes, to be accounted one hun

dred and twenty pounds; to be paid by the person_ importing such

goods or those to whom consigned ; and so in proportion for all greater

or lesser quantities. .

And to the end the said duties may be duly paid and collected, it

is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all goods and pro

visions as aforesaid imported shall, by the master or purser of each

ship or other vessel in which they are brought, before breaking bulk

or landing any of the said goods, be certified unto the said treasurer

or receiver impowered in the several ports and places where they are

brought, on penalty of forfeiture of twenty shillings per ton according

to the burthen of the ship or vessel wherein they are brought, from

time to time. And all and every such receiver shall carefully and

truly enter all such goods with their several marks, casks, packs,

fardels, trusses, chests, trunks, cases, and all other things how soever

called or distinguished, with the names of the persons to whom such

goods or other things are sent and consigned or are owners thereof so

far as may by all lawful means he discovered; and all persons to

whom such goods or other things aforesaid are consigned or sent or

are the owners thereof shall from time to time before such goods are

landed signify the true and just value thereof,by shewing the true

and perfect invoice thereof unto the aforesaid receiver for each part

(port ?), who are hereby required to enter the gross sum thereof in a

book for that purpose, what the said goods or other things amount

unto, and shall forthwith demand and receive the several rates and

assessments aforementioned. And in case of denial or delay of pay

ment, the receiver shall levy the same by distress upon the said goods,

at the rate or price set in the invoice, out of which he shall have two

shilling per pound, for his time and labour therein.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any

invoice or bill of parcels shall be falsified, concealed or not pro [duced],

of any goods or other things imported as aforesaid, it shall be [law

ful] for the treasurer or collector with the [ . ]

to rate all such goods or the owner I: ] same,

according to their best discretion, provided it be not less than four

pounds per- ton as the same stands entered in the bill of loading or in

the boat-swain or other officer’s book. '

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there shall

be paid unto his Majesty an Excise upon all wines, brandy, rum, and

other distilled waters, mum, cider, ale and beer that shall be sold by

retail in any town or place within this dominion, by those that retail

52
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the same, that is to say, for every butt or pipe [of] wine, fifty shill

ings; for every quart of brandy, rum or other distilled waters, two

pence; for every hogshead of cider, ale or beer, two shillings six

pence, all current money; and after that rate, for any greater or

smaller quantities.

And for the due and orderly collecting and receiving of the excise

aforesaid, It is likewise enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all

retailers of wine, brandy, rum and other distilled waters, mum, cider,

ale and beer, within this dominion shall, upon their purchase or receipt

of all or any of the liquors before expressed, make entry thereof with

the treasurer or_ such person or persons as shall be appointed, and

pay the duties and excise aforesaid, under the penalty of forfeiture

of all such liquors as shall be found in any retailer’s house not being

duly entered and the excise paid as aforesaid. And every retailer

who shall make his own cider, brew ale or beer, or distill strong

waters, shall, from time to time and at all times when he or they shall

so make, brew or distill the same, make entry with the treasurer or

such person or persons as shall be appointed, of all such cider and

beer or distilled waters by them made, brewed or distilled, and pay

the excise aforesaid, under the like penalty and forfeiture of all such

liquors as shall be found in any retailer’s house, not entered and the

excise not paid: and to that end it shall and may be lawfull to and

for the treasurer, or such other person or persons as shall be appointed

to receive the excise aforesaid, when and so often as he or they shall

think fit, in the day time, to enter into any retailer’s house, cellar or

warehouse to search for such liquors as are not duly entered nor the

excise paid for the same, and to gage any cask or casks ; and such

liquors being found, to seize and secure accordingly: provided always,

it shall and may be lawfull for the said treasurer or any other person

or persons that shall be appointed to receive the excise aforesaid, to

agree with any retailer for the excise for one whole year in one

entire sum, to be paid quarterly, as he or they in their discretions

shall think fit to agree for, without making any entries as aforesaid.

Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that

no person or persons whatsoever shall sell any wines, brandy, rum,

distilled waters, mum, cider, ale, beer, or any other liquor, by retail,

without a license; nor shall any person sell less quanti[ty of] strong

waters than five gallons, of wine than a quarter cask, at [any one]

time, without first obtaining a license for the same under the [penalty

of ] pounds for each default; the one half of all [penalties]

contained in this act to be to the use of his Majesty, and the other

half to him or them that shall inform or sue for the same in any of

the courts within this dominion.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all ships

or vessels above twelve tons coming into any port or part of this

dominion'to trade or traflic, and that either in the whole or the great

est part thereof are not belonging to the actual inhabitants of the

said dominion shall, every voyage they make, pay twelve pence per

ton, or one pound of powder for each ton for the supply of his Maj

esty’s castles and forts within his Majesty’s dominions, to be received
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by the treasurer or such other person or persons as in the several

ports and places shall be appointed to receive the same. And this

act of the revenue and the several parts thereof to continue until

the Governour by and with the advice and consent of the Council

agree on and settle such other rates, taxes and impositions as shall

be suflicient for support of his Majesty’s government.

Boston; Council House, the third day of March, 1686.

Examined by ' JOHN Wnsr, D. S.

 

(2-)

An Act for establishing Courts of Judicature and Publique

Justice.

For the better and more orderly regulation and establishment of

the several courts of justice within this his Majesty’s Dominion, as

well in respect of the times as the places for holding the same, Be it

enacted by the Governour by and with the advice and consent of the

Council, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the

same, that in each respective county throughout this Dominion there

shall be holden quarterly a. Court of Sessions, by the Justices of the

Peace of the same county, who are hereby required to hear and deter

mine all matters relating to the conservation of peace and punishment

of offenders, and whatsoever else is by them cognizable according to

law‘; which court shall be held and kept at the respective times and

'places herein mentioned and expressed, (that is to say-:) at Bristol,

for the county of Bristol, on the first Wednesday in the months of

June, September, December and March; at Barnstable, for the county

of Barustable, on the same days ; at Plymouth, for the county of

Plymouth, the second Wednesday in June, September, December

and March ; at Cambridge, for the county of Middlesex, on the first

Tuesday in June and December; at Charlestown, within the same

county, the first Tuesday in September and March; at Portsmouth,

for the province of New Hampshire, on the first Tuesday in June,

September, December and March; at Northampton, for the county

of Hampshire, the first Tuesday in June [and ] December, and at

Springfield, for the same county, the first Tuesday in September and

March; at York, for the province of Maine, the second Wednesday

in June, September and December and March; at Salem, for the

county of Essex, the second Wednesday in June and December, and

at Ipswich, for the same county, on the second Wednesday in Septem

ber and March ; at Boston, for the county of Suffolk, the second

Wednesday in June, September, December and March; at New Port,

for Rhode Island, King’s Province and Providence plantation, on the

second [Tuesday] in the month of June and December, and at

[Rochester,] for the same place, on the first Tuesday in March [and

Scptemben]

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in each respect
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ive county within this Dominion there be also holden an Inferiour

Court of Common Pleas, by a Judge, assisted with two or more

Justices of the county, who shall have jurisdiction over all cases,

wherein any freehold is not concerned, to the value of ten pounds

with cost, and no more; and that the same be held and kept at the

same times and in the same place of the respective counties and pre

cincts where the Justices of the Peace shall hold and keep the Quar~

ter Sessions; and that none of the said courts be kept oftener nor at

any other place or manner than is hereby declared ; provided that no

suit be had nor process taken out of the court. for any matter or

cause of action not exceeding the value of forty shillings; pro

vided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore

said, that in respect the town of Boston within the county of Sufi'olk

is the chief seat of trade, within this Dominion, and it is found by

experience that a quicker and more speedy despatch of all maritime

and merchandizing affairs gives the greatest satisfaction to all parties

concerned, it may be lawful for the Judge or Judges of the said court

to keep the same once every two months at Boston aforesaid, and not

oftener, and to have jurisdiction over all causes wherein any freehold

is not concerned, to the value of twenty pounds with costs, and no

more.

And be itfirrtlzer enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there be

a Superior Court of Judicature, the Judges whereof are hereby

authorized and impowered to have cognizance of all pleas either per

sonal or mixed, as well in all pleas of the Crown and in all matters

relating to the conservation of the peace and punishment of ofi'enders,~

as in civil causes or actions _between party and party, and between

his Majesty and any of his subjects, whether the same do concern the

realty and relate to any right of freehold and inheritance, or whether

the same do concern the personalty and relate to matter of debt,

contract, damage, or personal injury; and also in all mixed actions,

which may concern both realty and personalty; and after deliberate

hearing, to give judgment and award execution as fully and amply to

all intents and purposes whatsoever as the courts of the King’s

Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer within his Majcsty’s King

dom of England have or ought to have; so always as the form of

proceeding and the judgment thereupon to be given thereupon be as

- consonant and agreeable to the laws and statutes of his Majesty’s

realm of England, as the present state of the inhabitants and the cir

cumstances of the place will admit: which court shall be holden at

such times and places as hereinafter is limitated and appointed, that

is to say :—for the county of Suffolk, at Boston, on the last Tuesday

in April, July, October and January; for the county of Middlesex,

at Cambridge, the third Tuesday in August, at Charlestown the third

Tuesday in May and December; for the coun[ties] of Plymouth and

Barnstable, at Plymouth, the last Wednesday in September and

March; for the county of Bristol, at Bristol, the first [

]; for Rhode Island, King’s Province and Providence

plantation, at Newport, the second Tuesday in October and April;

for the county of Essex, at Salem, the second Wednesday in May
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and November; at Ipswich, the first Wednesday in, September and

March; for the province of New Hampshire and the western parts

of the province of Maine, including the town of Wells, [at Ports

mouth,] the Monday following each of the courts of Ipswich; for the

eastern parts of the province of Maine, at Falmouth, the Friday fol

lowing the September court at Portsmouth; for the county of Hamp

shire, at Northampton, the third Tuesday in October, and at Spring

field, the third Tuesday in April following: Provided that no suit be

held or process taken out of this court, for any matter or cause of

action not exceeding the sum of ten pounds, unless where freehold is

concerned. ~

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that appeals in

cases of errour may be made from the Inferiour Court of Common

Pleas aforementioned, to this Court, for any judgment there given,

provided the writ of errour be brought within ten days after such

judgment given in the Inferiour Courts.

It is also further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall

and may be lawful for any person or persons to appeal in case of

errour from the said Superiour Court to the Governour or President

and Council, in all causes, provided the value appealed from do exceed

the sum of one hundred pounds sterling, security being first given by

the appellant to answer such charges as shall be awarded in case the

first judgment be afiirmed; and in case either party shall not rest sat

isfied in the judgment and sentence of the Governour and Council, he

shall have liberty to make appeal to his Majesty in Council, provided

the matter in difference exceed the real value of three hundred pounds ‘

sterling, and that such appeals be made within fourteen days after

judgment, and that security be likewise given to answer such charges

as shall be awarded in case the judgment of the Governour and

Council be afiirmed.

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there be a

Court of Chancery within this Dominion, which shall have power to

hear and determine all matters of equity in as full and ample manner

as his Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in England hath or ought to

have, to be holden by the Governour, or such person as he shall ap

point to be Chancellor, assisted with five or more of the Council, who

in this court shall have the same power and authority as masters of

chancery in England have or ought to have; which court shall sit at

such times and places as the Governour shall from time to time ap

point: provided always, that any person may appeal from any sen

tence or decree made or given in this court unto his Majesty in

Council, where the matter in difference [shall exceed] the real value

and sum of three hundred pounds sterling, as in case of appeal from

the Governour and Council is provided.

Further, it is ordered and enacted by [the] authority aforesaid, that

all and every of the Judges of the several courts afore mentioned be

and hereby are sufiiciently impowered to make, order and establish

all such rules and orders for the more orderly practicing and proceed

ing in their said courts, as fully and amply to all intents and purpo

ses whatsoever as all or any of the Judges of the several Courts of

King’s Bench, Common Pleas or ‘Exchequer in England legally do.
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Provided always that none of the said courts of Sessions, Inferiour

Court of Common Pleas, or Superiour Court of Judicature shall sit

longer than three days at any of the times aforesaid.

Unto the end that no person shall be damnified by mistake of his

lawyer, for matter of form only, Be it enacted and declared by [the]

authority aforesaid, that the Judges shall at all times, upon motion

made in court, order amendments, and shall not upon arrest of judg

ment or writ of error, for matter of form only, reverse any judgmentv

whatsoever.

Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that all issues in fact that shall be or arise in any of the said courts

shall be tried by twelve good and lawful men of the vicinage, and that

no person or persons whatsoever shall be returned on a jury but what

shall have and be worth in real or personal estate to the value of fifty

marks. Provided also, that all writs shall issue out of the clerk’s

oflice of the several courts within this Dominion, in his Majesty’s

name, under the seal of the ofiioe and signed by the clerk.

Boston, Council House, the 3d of March, 1686.

Examined per JOHN Wnsr, Dep. Sec.

(3-)

I An Act for impowering of Justices of the Peace to decide dif

ferences not exceeding forty shillings.

"Whereas many inconveniences may arise unto the inhabitants of

this Territory by being vexed and troubled with suits at law for

small and trivial injuries, debts and trespasses, wherein the customary

fees and charges may exceed the original debt and damages, for the

prevention whereof

Be it enacted and ordered by the Governour by and with the advice

and consent of the Council, and it is _hereby enacted by the authority

of the same, that all manner of debts, trespasses and other matters not

exceeding the value of forty shillings, wherein the title of land is not

concerned, shall and may be heard and judged and determined by any

of his Majesty’s Justices of the peace of this Territory, within their

respective precincts; which said Justices are hereby required upon

complaint made to grant a warrant or summons against the party

complained [against,] requiring of him to appear and answer the

said complaint ; and in case of non-appearance to issue out a warrant

of contempt directed to the constable to bring the contemner before

him, as well to answer the said contempt as the plaintifl"’s action, and

may if he see cause fine the contemner, provided the said fine exceed

not ten shillings, to be accounted for to the receiver of his Majesty’s

revenue: and after judgment given in either case may grant a war

rant of distress directed to the constable to levy the said fine, debt,

damages and charges upon the defendant’s goods and chattels; who,

by virtue thereof, shall expose the same to sale, returning the over
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plus (if any be) to the defendant; and for want of such distress, to

take the defendant’s body into custody and him carry and convey to

the common gaol of the precinct, there to remain till he shall have

satisfied the debt and charges. And the Justices are requiied to keep

fair records of all their proceedings therein,‘from time to time. And

if in the matter of fact, either party shall demand a jury, it shall be

allowed him, and the Justice shall summon a jury accordingly, but at

the proper cost and charges of the party desiring the same.

Boston, Council House, 3d day of March, 1686.

Examined per Jom: Wnsr, Dep. Sec.

 

(4-)

An Act against Pirates and for prevention of Piracy.

Be it enacted by the Governour by and with the advice and consent

of the Council, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority

of the same, that henceforth it shall not be lawful for any person that

now doth or hereafter shall inhabit, come in or belong to this Domin

ion, to serve in America in any hostile manner under aforeign prince

or potentate in amity withfiis Majesty, without a special license from

his Majesty or the Governour of this Dominion, under the publique

seal, or some of his Majesty’s governours or other lawful authority

under him elsewhere, for their so doing, and that all and every such

offender or offenders being duly convicted, shall suffer the pains of

death.

And it isfurther enacted, that all and every person or persons that

shall any way knowingly entertain, harbour, conceal, trade or hold

any correspondence by letter or otherwise with any person or persons

that shall be deemed and adjudged to be privateers, pirates, or other

offenders within the construction of this Act, and that shall not readily

endeavour to the best of his or their power to apprehend, or cause to

be apprehended, such offender or offenders, shall be liable to be prose

cuted as accessories and confederates, and suffer such pains and pen

alties as by law is in such cases provided.

Further it is ordered, that the chief commission ofiicer then present

upon the place, in any town or harbour where there is none of the

council or justice of peace residing and at hand, is hereby required

and impowered upon his knowledge or information given, that any pri

vateers, pirates or other persons suspected to be upon [any such

un]lawful designs, to grant warrant to the constable of the place to

apprehend and seize every such person or persons, and if need be

shall assist the constable and raise such number of well armed men

as he or they shall think meet for the seizing of any such person or

persons and carrying of them before the Governour or some of the

Council, or next justice of the peace, to be further examined and

proceeded against as the law directs; and in case of any resistance

or refusal to yield obedience to such authority and seizure, it shall be
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lawful to kill or destroy such person or persons; and all and every

such person that shall oppose or resist by striking or firing upon the

officers, or any of them that are by him commanded for his aid and

assistance, shall be deemed and adjudged capital: and every such

ofiicer that shall omit or neglect his duty therein, being legally con

victed within three months after such his neglect, shall forfeit fifty

pounds in money for every such offence, to the use of his Majesty for

support of this his government; and every person or persons that

upon order given him or them shall refuse to repair immediately, with

his or their arms well fixed and ammunition, to such place or places

as shall be appointed by the said ofiicer, and not readily obey his

command in the execution of the premises, shall be liable to pay a

fine of five pounds in money or suffer such corporal punishment as the

justices or sessions of the peace that have cognizance thereof shall

determine.

Boston, Council House, the fourth day of March, 168 6. -

Examined per JOHN Wnsr, Dep. Secry.

 

. (5.)

An Order of Council, for Pieces of Eight.

At the Council Chamber in Boston, the tenth day of March, 1668:

By His Excellency the Governour, by virtue of His Majesty’s

authority for settling the value of pieces of eight and other foreign

coin, to be current according to the usage of other his Majesty’s plan

tations as may be most requisite for his Majesty’s service and conduce

to the benefit of trade and commerce of his Majesty’s subjects in his

Territory and Dominion of New England in America, It is Ordered

and Enacted by the Governour by and with the advice of the Coun

cil, that pieces of eight, Seville, pillar and Mexico, of due weight, be

and shall henceforth pass current at six shillings per piece; and half

pieces, quarter pieces and rials of the same coin, pro ratfi: and that it

be forthwith published by proclamation, that all persons may conform

thereto accordingly.

Examined per JOHN WEST, Dep. Secrty.

- (6.)

An Act for regulating the Assize of Cask and preventing deceit

in Packing of Fish, Beef and Pork for sale. '

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That from hence

forth all sorts and kinds of Cask used for any liquor, fish, beef, pork

or any other commodities to be put to sale within this his Majesty’s

Territory and Dominion of New England, shall be of London assize,
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(that is to say) : butts [to contain one] hundred twenty and six gallons ;

puncheons [ ] hogsheads, sixty three gallons; tierces, forty two

gallons; barrels, thirty one gallons and a half ; and made of sound

well-seasoned timber and free of sap. And that fit persons be ap

pointed from time to time, in all places needful, to gage all such cask,

and such as shall be found of due assize shall be marked with the

gager’s mark; who shall have for his pains four pence per tun. And

every coopershall set his distinct brand mark on his own cask, on

penalty of forfeiture of twenty shillings. And whosoever shall put. to

sale any new cask being defective either in workmanship, timber or

assize as aforesaid, upon proof thereof made before one justice of the

peace, he shall forfeit such cask and be fined the sum of ten shillings

and so proportionably for greater or lesser cask.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the jus

tices of the peace at their first general Quarter Sessions to be holden

in each respective county within this Dominion, shall, yearly, in every

town needful thereof, choose and appoint a fit person or persons to be

guager and packer, and him to swear for the due execution of his ofiice,

which if he shall refuse he shall pay the sum of forty shillings and

another shall be chosen and appoynted in his stead: and that every

guager and packer shall take care that all cask in which he packs beef,

pork, merchantable fish or other goods committed to his care, be of

true and full assize, and that they pack the same in no other cask

whatsoever, upon penalty of ten shillings for every cask by them

packed that is or shall be defective in that respect.

And for the preventing of fraud and deceit in the packing of fish,

beef and pork to be put up to sale, be it enacted, and it is hereby

further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that in every

town where any such goods are packed up for sale, the guager or

. packer of such town where they are put to sale or shipped shall see

that it be well and orderly performed, that is to say, beef and pork,

the whole half or quarter, and so proportionable, that the best be not

left out; and so fish, and merchantable [mackerel ?], that they be

packed all of one kind; and that all cask so packed be full and the

fish sound and well seasoned; setting his seal on all cask so packed:

and he shall receive of the owners for so packing and sealing, four

shillings per tun. And if any such goods be put to sale or shipped off

Without the packer’s mark, they shallbe forfeited.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all sorts

of green, dry salted or pickled fish, sturgeon, flesh, or butter that shall

be put up for transportation to a foreign market, shall be searched,

surveyed and repacked by a sworn packer, who shall take strict care

that the same be put up in tight cask, of full gage, salted with suita

ble salt, and such as shall be so saved, and for its condition found mer

chantable and full, the packer shall seal with such brand mark as shall

be assigned to the town and such other cut marks added as may note

the sort of provision and time when packed; and all such other pro

vision as the packer shall find wholesome and useful, though for its

quality it be not merchantable, [he shall] cause to be well packed,

salted, filled, and sealed with the letter R, and such other letters as

53
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may signify the town, specia, and time of packing. And if any master

of a ship or other vessel, or any officer or mariner belonging thereto,

shall receive any spch provision not marked and sealed as aforesaid,

aboard any their ships or vessels, he or they who shall offend therein \

shall forfeit double the value of all such provision, and he that owns

the provision shall forfeit the same. And if any cooper or other per

son shall shift any fish, flesh or butter, either on board or on shore,

after the same hath been so scaled and marked by the packer, and

shall ship or export the same, the packer having not allowed thereof

and anew sealed and marked the cask whereunto such provision are

shifted, all persons acting, ordering or assisting therein shall be set in

the pillory, and shall likewise pay double damages to any persons

wronged thereby.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That where

any such provision have lain above three months under the packer’s

mark, betwixt the months of May and October, they shall again, upon

exportation or sale, be viewed or searched by the packer, that is to

say, so many of them as may probably discover the condition of the

whole; and if any be decayed or deceitfully dealt with, the packer

shall cull and repack the same, so as to distinguish and mark the same

for merchantable, or refuse, according to their condition. And if

those who ship or export any such provision shall neglect or refuse

such second search or survey, the packer is hereby ordered and im

powered to deface his former mark, and for so doing shall be paid as

if he had repacked the same; and if the owner refuse to satisfy the

packer, such packer shall have redress on complaint to any justice of

the peace, who are hereby impowered to compel the payment thereof

by distress. _

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines,

forfeitures and penalties arising by force and virtue of this Act, shall

be the one half to his Majesty, heirs and successors, for support

of this his government here, and the other half to him or them that

shall inform and sue for the same in any of his Majesty’s courts within

this Territory and Dominion aforesaid.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the

gager in every seaport town within this Dominion shall measure all

Salt that shall be imported and sold out of any ship or other vessel,

being likewise sworn for the faithful discharge of his oflice; and shall

have three half pence for every hogshead of salt by him measured, to

be paid, the one half by the buyer and the other half by the seller.

Provided always, That if any of the forementioned commodities

shall be packed into half-barrels or firkins, the same shall be made in

proportion to the assize aforesaid, and marked by the packer as afore

in this Act is directed. -

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all Tar

that shall be exposed [to] sale within this Dominion shall be in bar

rels, half barrels or thirds of a barrel, of the measure and assize fol

lowing, (that is to say), the barrels to contain thirty gallons, the half

barrels and thirds of barrels after the same gage, and in no other cask

whatsoever; and all cask to be made of the same assize and branded
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by the cooper as aforesaid, under the penalty of forfeiture of all such

cask as are not of due assize. And if any Tar shall be exposed to

sale in any cask not branded as aforesaid, the same shall be likewise

forfeited.

Council Chamber in Boston the tenth day of May, the third year

of his Majesty’s reign, Annoque Domini, 1687.

Examined per JOHN WEST, Deputy Secretary.

 

(7-)

An Act for the Regulating of Cattle, Corn Fields, and Fences.

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council and it is hereby enacted

by the authority of the same, That in all common fields under improve»

ment every party interested shall from time to time make good his

part of fence, and the owner or owners of the major part of suchK

fields shall order and limit the proportion of .cattle that shall be put to

feed thereon annually, the time when, and manner of improvement

thereof, which is to be observed by all persons interested therein, on

pain to answer all damages that shall come thereby. And where

lands have formerly been improved in common and any one owner

of such lands be minded to improve _his part in several, if there be

no agreement binding to the contrary, the owner of the land next

adjoining to him shall bear the one half of the charge of the fence

against him who shall improve in several; but where lands lie in

common uufenced, if one owper shall improve his part by fencing in

several, and the other shall not, he who shall so improve shall secure

his land against other men’s cattle, and shall not compel him that

joins upon him to make any fence with him, except he also shall im

prove in several as the other doth. And where one man shall

improve before his neighbor, and so make the whole fence, if after, his

said neighbor shall also improve, he shall then satisfy for half the

other’s fence against him, according to the present value, [and] shall

maintain the same; and if the first improver shall after lay open his

said field, then the said neighbour shall enjoy his said half fence to

his own use purchased as aforesaid, and shall also have liberty to buy _

the other half fence, paying according to present valuation to be

made by two men inditferently chosen by either party. Provided

always, that this law shall not extend to house lots not exceeding ten

acres ; but if such a one shall improve, his neighbor shall be com

pellable to make and maintain one half of the fence between them,

whether,he improve or not.

And it isfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the select

men or townsmen shall from year to year appoint two or more in each

town (if need require) of the inhabitants thereof to view all common

fences, and to take due notice of the real defects and insufiiciencies

thereof, who shall forthwith acquaint the owners thereof with the

same, and if the said owners do not within six days’ time, or other
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wise as the viewers shall appoint, sufiiciently repair their said defec

tive fences, then the said viewers shall forthwith repair or renew them

and shall have double recompense for all their cost, labor and care,

to be paid by the owner of such insufiicient fence or fences, and shall,

by warrant from any justice of the peace, levy the same, either upon '

the corn or other goods of the delinquent. And the said fence

viewers shall twice every year view fences, and such as they return

sufiicient shall be accounted good for three months after, unless proof

be made that it is impaired; and such fence as is accounted sufiicient

against other cattle shall also be allowed good against sheep, and the

owners to be liable to satisfy damage done by them.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all unruly

horses or other unruly cattle, having been so adjudged by the select

men, shall be liable to double damages; and all swine unyoked or

unringed shall be liable to damage, fence or no fence; and that all

swine be yoked from the first of March to the last of October yearly,

' and ringed all the year, except where any particular town shall other

wise agree: and that it shall be in the liberty of any person in any

town, besides those thereto appointed, finding any swine unyoked or

unringed as aforesaid, to drive them to the pound, and to demand one

shilling per head for every such swine, which shall be paid by the

owners thereof, one half for himself and the other half for the use of

the poor of the town. '

It is likewise enacted by the authority aforesaid, that there shall

be one sufiicient pound or more, made and maintained in every town’

or village within this Dominion, for the impounding-swine and cattle

found damage feasant.

Council Chamber in Boston, the 10th day of May, 1687, in the

3d year of his Majesty’s reign.

Examined per JOHN Wasr, Deputy Secretary.

 

(3-)

An Act for the due Regulation of Weights and Measures.

To the end that Weights and Measures may be one and the same

throughout this his Majesty’s Dominion, Be it enacted by the Gover

nour and Council, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the author

ity of the same, That the brass and copper weights and measures for

merly sent out of England,* with certificate out of the Exchequer

to be the approved Winchester measure, according to the standard in

the Exchequer, be the public allowed standards throughoutthis his

Majesty’s Dominions, for the proving and [sealing] all weights

and measures thereby. And the constables of every town within‘

this Dominion, not already supplied, shall within three months next

coming provide, upon the town charge, one bushel, one half bushel,

 

* See Mass. Records, Mar. 17, 1681-2. (Vol. V. 839.)
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one peck, one half peck, one ale quart, one wine pint, one half pint,

one ell, one yard, one set of brass weights to four pounds, after six

teen ounces to the pound, with fit scales and steel beam, tried and

proved by the aforesaid standards and sealed by the treasurer or his

deputy in his presence, (which shall be kept and used only for stand

ards in the several towns,) who is hereby authorized to do the same,

for which he shall receive from the constable two pence for every

weight and measure so tried, proved and sealed. And the constable

of every town shall commit those weights and measures into the cus

tody of the selectmen of their towns for the time being, who with the

constable are hereby enjoined to choose an able man for sealer of all

weights andmeasures for their own town, from time to time and till

another be chosen, who shall be presented to the next court of ses-»

sions and there sworn to the faithful discharge of his duty ; and shall

have power to send forth his warrants by the constable to all the

inhabitants of each town to bring in all such weights and measures as

they make any use of, in the morith of April, from year_ to year, at

such time and place as he shall appoint, and make return to the sealer

in writing, and all persons so summoned, that then and there all such

weights and measure may be proved and sealed with the town seal,

which is likewise to be provided by the constable at each town’s

charge, who shall have for every weight so sealed one penny from

the owner thereof, at the first sealing; and all such weights and

measures as can not be brought to their just standard, he shall deface

and destroy; and after the first sealing, shall have nothing so long as

they continue just with the standard.

And it is enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any constable,

selectman or sealer do not duly execute the law so far as to each and

every of them appertains, they and each of them shall forfeit to his

Majesty for every such neglect by the space of one month the sum of

forty shillings for support of his government here ; and every person

neglecting to bring in their weights and measures at the flme and

place appointed, being duly warned thereto, shall likewise forfeit three

shillings and four pence, the one half whereof to be to his Majesty as

aforesaid and the other half to the sealer aforesaid; _and the penalty

herein mentioned, to be levied by distress, by warrant from any

justice of the peace. .

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in every

sea port town within this Dominion, the constable or constables are

likewise to provide upon the town’s charge, one hundred weight, one

half hundred, one quarter of one hundred, and one fourteen pound

weight, made of iron, to be tried, proved and sealed as aforesaid, and

be kept as standards in the said several towns, to be used as before

for other weights and measures is directed. '

Council Chamber in Boston, the tenth day of May, 1687, in the

third year of his Majesty’s reign. 9

Examined per JOHN WEST, Deputy Secretary.
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(9-)

An Act for the Destroying of Wolves.

For the encouragement of persons to destroy Wolves, Be it enacted

by the Governour and Council, and it is hereby enacted by the au

thority of the same, that whosoever shall at any time hereafter kill

or destroy any grown Wolf, in any county in this Dominion, he shall

be paid and allowed at the public charge of the county within which

the same is or shall be killed, the sum of twenty shillings per head,

and for a Wolf whelp half so much: And if any Indian shall in like

manner kill or destroy any grown Wolf, he shall be paid and allowed

at the public charge of the county within which the same shall be

killed, the sum of ten shillings per head, and for a Wolf whelp half so

much: And that the sum be raised by the order of the justices of the

peace at their Quarter Sessions in each respective county, with other

county charges, and duly paid and satisfied accordingly.

Council Chamber in Boston, the 11th of May, in the 3d year of his

Majesty’s reign, Annoque Domini, 1687.

Examined per JOHN Wnsr,~Deputy Secretary.

(10.)

An Act for the Regulating of the Purchase of Lands from

Indians.

Forasmuch as private persons tampering and dealing with Indians

about sale and conveyance of lands without the license and knowledge

of authority, hath been found of so great a prejudice and inconvenience

that this 55 well as all other Governments and Colonies have by law

forbid the same; notwithstanding the which, sundry persons have

and do daily presume to tamper and deal with Indians about the pur

chase of new lands, and for confirmation of lands formerly pretended

to be purchased, and from them take and receive deeds of sale, gifts,

mortgages, conveyances, leases, contracts or confirmations, without

any leave or license for the same, to the apparent prejudice of his

Majesty’s ancient right and interest and disturbance of the Gov

ernment:

_ Be it therefore enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is

hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from henceforth no

person or persons whatsoever do presume to tamper or trade with any

Indian or Indians about the purchase, sale or confirmation of any

land or lands whatsoever within this his Majesty’s Territory and Do

minion of New England, nor from them nor any of them take, or

receive any deed of sale, gift, mortgage, conveyance, lease, contract or

confirmation whatsoever, without leave or license first had and ob

tained from the Governor for the time being, under his hand and seal,
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on penalty of the forfeiture of twenty pounds for every acre of land

that any person or persons shall tamper or treat with any Indian or

Indians for the purchase, sale, lease, contract or confirmation thereof

as aforesaid, or for which any deed of sale, gifts, mortgages, convey

ances, lease, contract or confirmation shall be taken or received as

aforesaid, and that all such deeds of sale, gifts, mortgages, conveyan

ces, leases, contracts and confirmations made and obtained without

such license as aforesaid shall be utterly void and null. _

And whereas several persons by virtue of such clandestine and ir

regular purchases lay claim to several tracts and parcels of land

within this his Majesty’s Dominion, on which no settlement, improve

ment or inclosure hath been made to this day, it is therefole further

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the date

hereof, no person or persons whatsoever shall presume by virtue or

color of any such clandestine and irregular purchase, to settle upon,

improve or inclose any land or lands whatsoever, within this Domin

ion, that have not been some time heretofore settled, improved or in

closed, without first showing their claim and pretence to such lands

unto the Governor for the time being and obtaining his license, grant

or confirmation for the same, under the penalty of ten pounds for

every acre that shall be settled, improved or inclosed contrary here

unto, the onehalf of all which penalty and forfeiture to be to the use

of his Majesty, [his] heirs and successors, and the other half to him

or them that shall inform or sue for the same in any of his Majesty’s

courts within this Dominion, wherein no essoin, protection or wager

of land shall be allowed.

Council Chamber at Boston, the first day of June, in the 3d year

of his Majesty’s reign, Annoq. Domini, 1687.

‘ Examined by Jorm Wnsr, Deputy Secretary.

 

(11.)

An Act for Probate of Wills and granting Letters of Admin

istration.

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is enacted and

ordered by the authority of the same, that the probate of all wills and

letters of administration shall be from henceforth granted by the Gov

ernour, or such person as he shall commissionat-e under the seal of the

oflice for that purpose appointed, and that all wills relating to any estate

within the several counties of Suffolk and Middlesex shall be proved

at Boston before the Governour or such person as shall be commis

sionated as aforesaid ; but in regard to the remoteness of other coun

ties from the said place and to prevent the charge of bringing wit

nesses so far, each inferiour court of common pleas shall and are

hereby impowered to take the examination of witnesses to any will

within their respective counties, upon oath, and the same, with the will,
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to certify to the secretary’s oflice at Boston, with all the convenient

speed, under the hand of the judge and clerk of the said court, that the

probate thereof may be granted accordingly. And on extraordinary

occasion or necessity, the judge of the inferiour court assisted with

two justices of the peace, within the remote counties, may and are

hereby impowered at any time out of court to take the examination

of witnesses to any will to be produced before them, upon oath,

and to certify the same as aforesaid. And in case any debate or

controversy shall arise about swearing and examining such wit

nesses or allowing the will, the said court, or judge and justices, may

hear and determine the same; and if any be unsatisfied with their

proceedifigs therein, they may appeal to the Governour or such other

person commissionated as aforesaid, before the probate of such will

be granted.

And it is further enacted and ordained, That the several judges of

the inferiour courts within the said remote counties, in open court or,

[on] extraordinary occasions or necessity, out of court, assisted with

two justices of the peace aforesaid, may and are hereby authorized and

impowered to grant probate of any will or letters of administration to

0

any person or persons, where the estate of the person making such

will or of the interest on which letters of administration is desired

doth not exceed the value of fifty pounds, any thing herein before con

tained to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding; provided always

that any person or persons concerned in the probate of such will or

letter of administration to be granted by the judge of the inferiour

courts as aforesaid, may, within three months after the granting

thereof, bring his or their appeal or appeals before the Governour or

such other person commissionatéd as aforesaid.

Council Chamber in Boston, the first day of June, in the third year

of his Majesty’s reign, Annoq. Domini, 1687.

Examined per JOHN Wnsr, Dep. Sec’y.

(12.)

An Act for regulating the Fishing trade and Fishermen.

Whereas much damage hath been sustained and the credit of the

fishing trade is greatly impaired by the bad making of fish and dis

orderly actings of fishermen, for the prevention whereof for the

future,

Be it enacted by the Gavernour and Council, and it is hereby

enacted and ordered by the authority of the same, that [in_] every

fishing place within this Dominion, one or—more discreet and honest

person or persons be annually, or oftener as need shall require,

appointed and sworn by the justices in their respective counties, to be

viewers and cullers of fish, who shall view and cull all fish to be

delivered and received, and what they approve as merchantable the

receiver shall accept, and what is refused fish shall be cast by ;‘ all
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sun burnt, salt burnt and dry fish which hath been first pickled, and

all fish salted with Tartudy [Tortuga] salt and thereby spotted to be

judged refused. And the said viewers for their labour and pains

aforesaid shall be allowed one penny per quintal of merchantable fish

for (so?) viewed and culled, to be paid the one half by the deliverer

and the other half by the receiver.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no mack

erel shall be caught, except for bait or spending while fresh, before

the first of July annually, nor shall any mackerel be caught with

seines at any time whatsoever, under the penalty of forfeiture of all

such mackerel and the seines, vessels or boats used and imployed to

catch the same.

And for preventing disorders amongst fishermen, it is likewise en

acted, that none belonging to any fishing vessel or boat shall refuse or

neglect to obey the orders of the master of such vessel or boat to

which they do belong, for the times and seasons of fishing, and that

all fishermen that are or shall be shipped upon a winter or spring

voyage duly attend the same according to_the custom and agreement

with respect to time. And all fishermen that are or shall be shipped

upon a fishing voyage for the whole summer, shall not presume to

break off their voyage before the last of ctober, without the consent

of the owner, master and share-men, on penalty of forty shillings,

besides all damages that shall be occasioned thereby.~ All penalties,

fines and forfeitures arising by this act to be, the one half to his Maj

esty, his heirs and successors, and the other half to him or them that

shall inform and sue for the same in any court within this Dominion.

Council Chamber in Boston, the first day of June, the third year

of his Majesty’s reign, Anno que Domini, 1687.

Examined, per Jonn Wnsr, Deputy Secretary.

 

(13.)

An Act for making of Barrels and Kilderkins and other Ves

sels used for Ale and Beer or Cider and for regulating the

Size of Staves and Boards.

Whereas the ale brewers and beer brewers and makers of cider of

this his Majesty’s Territory and Dominion of New England have

used and daily do use for their own singular profit and gain

to sell ale, beer and cider in Barrels, Kilderkins and Firkins of much

less quantity, content, rate and assize than they ought to be, to the

great prejudice and damage ofhis Majesty’s liege people, for reformation

whereof, It is enacted by the Governour and Oouncil and it is hereby

enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, that every cooper

that shall or do make any of the said vessels for beer, ale or cider to be

put to sale shall make the same vessels and every of them from good

and seasoned wood and [shall set his] proper mark upon every of

them; and that every barrel for such use shall 'contain thirty-two

54
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gallons, every kilderkin sixteen gallons, and every firkin eight gallons,

of his Majesty’s standard gallon of wine measure, so that they shall

be of good and just measure or else above, and not under ; and that

no coo r shall make any other vessels for beer, ale or cider to be

sold Wl hin this Dominion, of any greater or lesser number of gal

lons than the aforesaid, unless he shall cause to be marked upon every

such vessel that he shall so make of greater or lesser number of gal

lons the true and certain number of as many gallons as every such

other vessel shall contain; to the intent that every person may know

the contents thereof. .

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no beer

brewers nor ale brewers or sellers of cider, at any time after the first

day of September next, shall put their beer, ale or cider to sale to any

person or persons, to be spent and occupied within this Dominion, in

any otherbarrels, kilderkins, firkins or other vessels of wood other

than shall be made and marked by the cooper as aforesaid, and to

contain and hold the quantity of gallons before mentioned, of full and

just measure, or above, and not under the measure.

And for the due regulation of Staves, Be it further enacted by-the

authority aforesaid, that in all seaport towns within this Dominion

where staves are usually shipped off to be transported beyond sea,

the selectmen or townsmen shall annually or otherwise as need shall

be, choose one or more honest and skilfull person or persons within

their town, to be viewer and culler of all staves and heading to be

transported, who shall be presented and sworn to the faithfull dis

charge of their office, at the next session of peace to be holden at

such county; and such viewers shall have power to cast by all such

staves as they judge not tobe merchantable, either in respect of worm

holes or want of assize: And that all merchantable staves be of the

dimensions and assize as following, that is to say; pipe staves to be

in length four feet and one half and in breadth three inches and a

half, at least, without sap, in thickness three quarters of an inch, well

and even hewed and suflicient for use ; all hogshead staves, whether

of white oak or red oak, to be in length three feet two inches or up

ward; all barrel staves to be length thirty one inches, well and

even hewed and drest, and of a proportionable breadth and thick

ness; all heading for pipe staves to be in length twenty eight inches,

and for hogshead head and barrels, suitable to the cask to be made

thereof. And the viewer shall enter into a book the number of such

staves as he approves, and for whom, and give a note thereof under

his hand, and shall be allowed two shillings per thousand for every

thousand of staves he shall so search, as well the refuse as mer

chantable, to be paid by him who sets him a work: and all staves

put on board any ship or other vessel to be exported, not viewed and

appointed as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, the one half to his Majesty,

his heirs and successors, and the other half to him or them that shall

seize, inform and sue for the same as afore is directed: And if any

master or other officer of any ship or other vessel shall receive on

board such ship or vessel any parcel of staves not viewed, culled and

appointed as aforesaid, and so certified by a note under the viewer's
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hand, the master of such ship or other vessel shall forfeit the sum of

five pounds for every thousand of staves so unduly received, to be

disposed of for the uses and in manner aforesaid.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from hence

forth no Boards shall be cut of any pine, spruce or cedar, at any saw

mill within this Dominion, for sale or exportation, but such as shall be

well sawed of the thickness of one full inch or half an inch; and all

half inch boards to remain in whole or half stocks, pinned together;

and no single boards shall be accounted and pass for merchantable but

such as are one full inch in thickness, and stocks and half stocks to be

full half inch thick; and all to be well and even sawed. Nor shall

any man make any boards above the just and true measure thereof,

on pain of forfeiting all such boards or the value thereof, either sawn

or marked contrary to this act, upon the survey of any sworn meas

urer or culler of boards to be thereto appointed; the one half of

which forfeiture to be to his Majesty, and the other half to'him that

will inform and sue for the same by bill, plaint or information, in any

court within this Dominion.

Council Chamber in Boston, the tenth day of August in the third

year of his Majesty’s reign, Annoque Domini [I687].

Examined per Jomv Wnsr, Deputy Secretary.

<14.)

An Act for regulating the Choice of Select men, Constables

and other Officers in the respective Towns within this

Dominion.

Whereas it hath been a continued practice and custom in‘ all or

most of the several Towns within this Dominion annually to choose

Selectmen, Townsmen or Overseers, for the assessment of the inhab

itants and executing other matters and things in the laws by them

appointed to be done and performed, It is therefore enacted by the

Governour and Oouncil,'That it shall and may be lawfull for the inhab

itants in each respective town within this Dominion, on the third Mon

day in May yearly, to meet and convene together, by the major Vote

there to choose and nominate any even number of fit persons inhabit

ing within their respective towns, not exceeding eight, to be selectmen,

townsmen or overseers for the several towns respectively. The one

half of which number so to be chosen shall be of those that served in

that office the year before and the other half new persons, who are to

serve together as selectmen, townsmen or overseers until the next

time for the annual election; at which time, the half of the number of

the said selectmen, townsmen or overseers in each respective town

are to be chosen of new persons, and those who have served their

two years to be discharged, and the other half with them that are new

chosen to continue in said oflice; that so from year to year half the

selectmen, townsmen or overseers of each respective town may be
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changed, and each man serve two years in the said ofiice, and no

more, and that none be chosen unto the said ofiice but such as have

not'served therein by the space of two years past.

And whereas by one Act, intituled, An Act for the continuing and

establishing of several Rates, Duties and Imposts, amongst other

things it is enacted, the constable by warrant from the treasurer is to

call together the inhabitants of the town, who being so assembled

shall choose one of the said inhabitants to be a Commissioner for the

town, It is therefore further enacted and declared, that for the future

the Commissioner shall be annually chosen by and out of the inhabit

ants, in each respective town within this Dominion, on the day before

mentioned for the choice of selectmen, townsmen or overseers.

And the next day after such choice made as aforesaid, the old select

men, townsmen or overseers and commissioners in each respective

town shall and do give notice to the persons that are or shall be

chosen to serve in the said ofiices for the year ensuing, of such their

election, if they were not present when the choice [was] made, and

to meet them at some convenient place within the said town, to take

upon them the said oflices ; and in case any person or persons chosen

as aforesaid to be selectmen, townsmen or overseers, or commissioners

in any town. shall refuse to serve in the said offices, that then the said

selectmen, townsmen or overseers shall forthwith give notice of such

refusal to the next justice of the peace in the county, and that in such

case any two justices of the peace, one being of the quorum, shall and

are hereby authorized and impowered, by warrant under their hands

and seals, to nominate and appoint some other person or persons with

in such towns to serve in the place or stead of such as shall so refuse.

And it isfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the select

men, townsmen or overseers shall be and are hereby authorized and

appointed to be overseers of the poor within their respective towns,

and shall and may with the consent and approbation of any two jus

tices of the peace, one being of the quorum, make rates and assess

ments within their respective towns for their relief; and to cause the

same, by warrant under the hands of two such justices of the peace, to

be collected by the constable, as hath been formerly accustomed, and

pay into their hands, who are to distribute the same for the maintain

ance of the poor within their respective towns; and for setting their

poor on work, and for putting children apprentices, which to be done

by the consent of two such justices as aforesaid; rendering an account

to the inhabitants of each respective town, at the expiration of each

year, at the time when they shall meet to choose new ofiicers, of all

sums of money by them received, or rated and not received, of all

stocks as they or any of the poor have in their hands, what appren

tices they [have] put out and bound, and what poor they have set at

work or relieved; which account is to be taken, examined and allowed

of by any two such justices of the peace as aforesaid. And the said

selectmen, townsmen of overseers are hereby authorized and required

to meet together in the respective towns once every month, to consider

of those things and to take eifectual order and care therein for relief

of the poor as aforesaid. And the said selectmen, townsmen or over
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seers shall be and are hereby further authorized and impowered to

provide and agree with herdsmen, shepherds, bell-men &c.; for the

maintainance and repair of bridges, churches, meeting houses, town

houses, school houses, watch houses, cages, and stocks, where the

same are, or _occasion for them, in their respective towns; and shall

and may, by warrant from any two justices of the peace, one being of

the quorum, make assessments on the inhabitants, and to cause the

same to be levied by the constables to satisfy and defray the charge

and expense thereof; of all which to render a distinct and plain

account at the yearly town meeting of the inhabitants, to be examined

and allowed of in like manner as before is provided for the money

raised or to be raised for the relief of the poor.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from

henceforth it shall not be lawful for the inhabitants of any town with

in this Dominion to meet or convene themselves together at a town

meeting, upon any pretence or colour whatsoever, but at the times

before mentioned and appointed for the choice of town ofiicers as

aforesaid.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the sev

eral constables in the respective towns within this Dominion shall be

likewise chosen and nominated in the said annual town meeting, and

the persons so chosen presented to the next Court of Sessions to be

holden in the respective counties, there to take the oath usually ad

ministered for the faithfull discharge of that oflice for one year or

until another be sworn in his or their places; and that if any person

or persons so nominated and chosen shall refuse to serve or take the

oath as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay for the use of his Majesty

the sum of five pounds, to be recovered by bill, plaint or information

in any of his Majesty’s courts within this Dominion: and the said

Court of Sessions shall forthwith order and appoint any other person

or persons to serve in his or their steads, who, if too remote to attend

at the Sessions, may be sworn before any justice of the peace out of

sessions.

Council Chamber in Boston, on Saturday the 17th day of March,

1687, in the fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King

James the second, and examined,

per Jonu Wnsr, D. Secretary.

(15.)

An Act for settling the Militia.

Whereas it is absolutely necessary that the inhabitants throughout

this Territory and Dominion be well armed and trained up in the art

military, as well for the honour and service of his most excellent

Majesty as for the preservation and defence thereof from any violence

or invasion whatsoever,

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour and Council and it is

hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That no per
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son whatsoever above sixteen years of age remain unlisted by them

selves, masters, mistresses, or employers, under the captain or other

oflicers in the respective places of their abode, in foot or horse, the

space of six weeks, on penalty of forty shillings, and so for every six

weeks such persons shall remain unlisted. And that every foot soldier

be provided with a well-fixed musket, the barrel not under three foot

in length and the bore for a bullet of twelve to the pound, a collar of

bandoliers or cartouch box with twelve charges of powder and bullets

at the least, and a sword, or, if the oflicer so appoint, with a good pike

and sword; and so shall appear when and where appointed, upon

penalty of six shillings for his default in not appearing and four shil

lings for want of each charge of powder or bullets, musket, pike, sword,

bandoliers or cartouch box. so as the whole penalty for any person at

one time exceed not ten shillings; and that every soldier belonging to

the horse shall, when and where commanded, appear and be provided

with a good serviceable horse covered with a good saddle, with

holsters, breastplate and crupper, and case of good pistols and sword,

and half a pound [of] powder, and twenty sizeable bullets, on penalty

of ten shillings for each time absence and six shillings for default of

each the particulars above mentioned, so as the whole penalty for one

time exceed not fifteen shillings. And every trooper [shall] have

at his usual place of abode a well fixed carabine, with belt and swivel,

on penalty of ten shillings, which they shall bring into the field when

commanded, upon penalty of answering the same at a court martial.

Provided nevertheless, that if any person who is to provide arms or

ammunition cannot purchase them by such means as he hath, he shall

bring to the clerk of the company so much corn or other merchanta

_ ble goods as by apprizement of the clerk and two of the company

mutually chosen by them shall be judged of a greater value by a fifth

part than such arms and ammunition is of, and thereupon shall be

excused from the penalty for want of arms and ammunition, but not

from appearance, until he be provided for and furnished, which the

said clerk shall do as soon as may be, by sale of such goods, and ren

der the overplus if any be to the party. But if any person be not

able to provide himself arms and ammunition, through his mere pov

erty, if he be single, he shall be put to service by any justice of the

peace, to procure him estate to purchase arms with, and his master

shall find him arms during his service; if otherwise, the selectmen,

townsmen or overseers shall provide and furnish him with arms and

ammunition at the publick charge of the town, the which arms shall

be kept by the clerk of each respective company, well fixed and fitted

for service, under the care and inspection of the chief military oflicers

there. '

And it isfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person

so listed as aforesaid shall depart thence without a discharge from the

commander of the company or troop where listed, on penalty of forty

shillings; and that no commander of any company or troop shall

refuse, when desired, to give a discharge in writing to any that is

removing his abode out of the precincts, under the penalty of _five

pounds.
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And it is further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,

That all Captains of companies of foot or troops of horse shall, within

six months from and after publication of this act, provide for their

companies and troops, drums, drummers and colours, trumpets, trum

peters and banners, at their own charge, under penalty of ten pounds,

and so for every six months such commanders shall remain unpro

vided; and that the Colonels of the respective Regiments, or other

chief ofiicers, shall once every year, at the least, issue out their war

rants to their inferiour ofiicers, commanding them to make diligent

search and inquiry in their several precincts, that all be duly listed,

armed and equipped, and to return to them such defects as shall be

found, to the end the same may be reformed, on penalty of one hun

dred pounds.

And that three times in every year, or oftener if command be given

by his Majesty’s Captain General or Commander-in-chief for the

time being, the several companies and troops in each Regiment shall

meet at the next and most convenient place to be appointed by their

respective ofiicers, to be then and there by them mustered and exer

cised.

And it is further enacted by the authority ajbresaid, That once

every year, or oftener if thereunto commanded, each particular cap

tain, or lieutenant, where no captain is appointed, shall give to his

field oflicer, and the field ofiicer to his Majesty’s said Captain General

or Commander-in-chief for the time being, fair written rolls of their

respective companies and regiments. And if any field ofiicer, captain

or other inferiour oflicer or soldier shall neglect or contemn perform

ing the lawful commands of their respective superiour officers, he or

they shall be punished by fine, cashiering or other punishment, accord

ing to the discretion of a court martial.

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and declared by the

authority aforesaid, That the several fines and forfeitures mentioned

in this act and not declared in what manner they shall be recovered

and how disposed of, that all such as do relate to any person under

the degree of a captain shall be to the respective captains, to defray

the charge of their companies or troops, and to be levied before the

next exercising day, by distress and sale of the ofi'ender’s goods, by

the captain’s warrant to the clerk; but if the offender be a servant,

the owner’s goods shall be liable to the distress and sale as aforesaid,

so that satisfaction may be made: and for all other penalties men

tioned in this act, the same shall be levied by distress and sale of the

otfender’s goods and chattels, by warrant from the chief field officers

in the respective places or from his Majesty’s Captain General or

Commander-in-chief for the time being; one half thereof shall be to

our sovereign lord the King, his heirs and successors, for‘ and towards

the support of his government here, the other half to the informer.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all per

sons listed as aforesaid shall readily attend and serve on the watch

when appointed, under the penalty of three shillings for each default:

and that it shall and may be lawful for any captain or other commis

sion oflicer under the degree of a captain, in their captain’s absence,
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to grant warrants of distress against any persons whatsoever that shall

absent themselves from their duty on the watch or night guards, they

keeping an exact account of all sums and forfeitures levied and

received thereby, which they are to render to their superiour otficers

when required: provided always, that no trooper shall be obliged to

watch or ward but under the command of his proper ofiicer, and in

his proper arms. /

And it is also further enacted bythe authority aforesaid, that no

person whatsoever presume to fire any small arms after eight of the

clock at night, unless in case of an alarm, insurrection or other law

ful occasion; and in either of the said cases, four muskets or small

arms distinctly fired, or, where great guns are, the firing of one great

gun and two muskets or small arms distinctly, and beating of drum,

shall be taken for an alarm; and every person that shall neglect his

duty in taking and giving forward any alarm by firing as aforesaid,

or shall be guilty of firing any small arms after eight of the clock at

night, unless as aforesaid, shall be fined or otherwise punished at the

discretion of a court martial, not extending to life or limb. And in

case of such alarm, every soldier is immediately to repair armed to

his colours or court of guard. upon the penalty of five pounds. And

for the better prevention of false alarms, that no captain, master or

commander of any ship or vessel riding at anchor in any [of] the

harbors, ports or bays within this Dominion, or any other person, fire

any gun after eight of the clock at night, under penalty of forty shill

ings for every gun so fired, to be levied by warrant from the chief

‘ofiicer, not under the degree of a captain, (who is hereby impowered

to administer an oath and give judgment thereupon,) by distress or

sale of the ofl'ender’s goods, or for want of distress the said chief ofh

cer is hereby impowered to commit such offender to jail, there to

remain until payment of the same ; and that in case the said otficer

shall not perform his duty therein, he shall forfeit ten pounds, to be

levied by warrant from the Governor or Commander-in-chief for the

time being: provided always, that this clause shall in no ways con

cern or extend to any captain or otficer of any of his Majesty’s ships

of war, for their'firing at setting of the watch. _

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted and declared by the au

thority aforesaid, that all trumpeters and drummers lately in service,

or that shall by the several captains be put into that service, shall

hold and attend the said service during the captain’s pleasure, upon

the salary of forty shillings per annum for a trumpeter and twenty

shillings per annum for a drummer finding their trumpet and drum,

and twenty shillings for a trumpeter and ten shillings for a drummer

if the captain find them, upon penalty of forty shillings.

Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted and declared,

that all the members of his Majesty’s council, justices of the peace,

sheriffs, coroners, and all officers of courts; ministers; the president,

fellows, students and officers of Harvard college ; professed and

allowed schoolmasters, physicians and chirurgeons; treasurers, sur

veyors and deputy surveyors; masters of ships and other vessels

above twenty tons, in actual employ; constant fishermen and herds
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men; the clerks belonging to the surveyor’s office; and one servant

of every member of the council, shall be and are hereby excepted

and exempted from training or watching as before in this act is re

quired; as also all oflicers imployed about his Majesty’s revenue.

Provided always, and it is further enacted, that in case the fines

and forfeitures for defaults allowed to the captains as aforesaid shall

fall short of the charge of providing drums, drummers and colours;

the account thereofbeing given to the chief field oflicer and by him

allowed, the sum wanting shall be supplied and satisfied by the select

men, townsmen or overseers out of the moneys raised or to be raised

to defray other public charge in each respective town.

Council Chamber in Boston, 24th of March, in the 4th year of the

reign of our Sovereign Lord King James the second, Annoque Dom

ini 1687.

Examined per JOHN Wnsr, Dep. Sec.

 

(16.)

An Act for additional Duties of Imposts and Excise, for the

better collecting and securing his Majesty’s Revenue.

Whereas the several Rates, Duties and Imposts heretofore contin

ued and established are found to be far short of the ordinary and ne

cessary charge required for the maintenance and support of his Maj

esty’s government of this his Territory and Dominion of _New Eng

land, which that it may be supplied in the best and easiest manner,

Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and it is hereby

enacted by the authority of the same, that for all Wines, Brandy, Rum

and other Strong Waters that shall at any time or times hereafter be

imported into this his Majesty’s Territory and Dominion of New

England, or any part thereof, from any place whatsoever, there shall

be further paid to his Majesty’s treasurer or receiver-general, or such

other person or persons as are or shall be appointed to collect and

receive the same, the additional customs and duties following, that is

to say : for every pipe of Fayal wines or any other wines ofthe Western

Islands, the sum of twenty shillings; for every pipe [of] Madeira

wines, sixteefi shillings and eight pence; for every pipe of Sherry,

Sack, Malaga, Canary, Tent and Alicant, ten shillings; over and

above the customs and duties mentioned and expressed in another

Act, intituled, An Act for the continuing and establishing of several

Rates, Duties and Imposts. And whereas by the said Act, the excise

on all wines sold by retail within the said Territory and Dominion is

mentioned to be paid after the rate of fifty shillings per pipe, It is

hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from henceforth

in lieu and stead of the said fifty shillings per pipe, there shall be

paid to his Majesty’s treasurer or receiver-general as aforesaid, or to

such other person or persons as are or shall be appointed to collect

and receive the same, for all wines sold by retail within any part of

55
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the said Territory and Dominion, by the person or persons who shall

retail the same, the excise of one shilling for every gallon so by them

retailed, in like manner as in the said act is directed and appointed.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that henceforth

there shall be likewise paid to his Majesty’s treasurer and receiver

general or other ofiicer as aforesaid, an additional excise of four

pence for every gallon of Brandy, Rum, or other distilled waters

retailed; and for every barrel of Beer, Ale or Cider retailed, one

shilling and three pence, to be paid by such as retail the same, over

and above what is mentioned to be paid in the before recited Act;

and to be collected and received in such manner as by said act is

directed.

And for the better collecting and securing of the several duties,

imposts and excise due and payable to his Majesty for the support of

his government here, It is further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

that all goods, wares and merchandize whatsoever that at any time

or times hereafter that shall be imported in any ship or vessel from

any part or place whatsoever out of this Dominion, shall be landed

and put on shore at and in one of the ports hereafter mentioned and

declared, that is to say, at Boston, Salem, Portsmouth, Bristol, New

port, New London, Saybrook, New Haven, Milford, Fairfield and

Stamford, or (and?) at such places and times there as shall be ap

pointed for the same, and at or in no other port, place or time what- ‘

soever, under the penalty of forfeiture of such goods as shall be

landed or delivered from on board any such ship or vessel contrary

hereunto : and that all masters or commanders of ships or other ves

sels which at any time hereafter shall arrive or come in to any or

either of the ports aforesaid, shall and do within four and twenty hours

after arrival make entry of such ship or vessel with the officer or ofii

cers as are [or] shall be appointed fand authorized to collect and

receive his Majesty’s duties there, and give a general list or account

of her loading with their several marks, numbers and contents as far

as he knoweth, and upon oath if required: and that no goods, wares

or merchandize whatsoever be landed and put on shore out of any

ship or other vessel in any [of] the ports aforesaid, before particular

entry be made thereof, by the owner or such person or persons to

whom such goods, wares or merchandizes are consigned, with the

said officer or ofiicers, and his Majesty’s duties first paidand satisfied,

and a permit by him or them for the same, under the penalty of for

feiture of all such goods, wares and merchandizes as shall be other

wise landed or delivered out of any such ship or vessel. And that

no master of any such ship or vessel do at any time or times hereafter

bring his said ship or vessel to any wharf or key in any of the ports

aforementioned before such time as he shall have duly entered his

said ship or vessel with the officer or ofiicers aforesaid and given them

notice thereof, under the penalty of forfeiture of fifty pounds for

every such offense.

And whereas his Majesty hath been and is greatly defrauded and

injured in his excise by retailers concealing their wines and other

liquors in private houses, It is therefore further enacted by the author
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ity aforesaid, that no person or persons on any pretence or colour

whatsoever for the future shall or may take in, receive, harbour, enter- ‘

tain, keep or conceal, in his or their dwelling houses, cellars, ware

houses, any quantity or parcels of Wines or other liquors belonging

to any licensed person or persons, retailer or retailers, under the pen

alty of forfeiture of twenty pounds for every such quantity or parcel

of Wines or other liquors so taken in, received, harbored, entertained,

kept and concealed as aforesaid : neither shall_any person or persons

whatsoever sell or deliver, or cause, permit or suffer to be sold or

delivered, to any retailer or retailers, out of his or their houses, cel

lars, or warehouses, less quantities of Wines or other liquors than by

law they are permitted to sell or deliver, under the penalty of the

forfeiture of all such Wines or other liquors as shall be found in any

such house, cellars or warehouse. And that it shall and may [be]

lawfull for any justice of the peace, upon complaint and oath made of

any wines so sold and delivered, or kept and concealed, as aforesaid,

to issue forth his warrant for the searching of any such houses, cel

lars or warehouses, and for seizing and securing all such wines and

other liquors as shall be there found, that the same may be in legal

manner proceeded against and condemned accordingly.

And whereas, by the before recited Act, liberty is given for any

person or persons to sell and deliver the quantity of five gallons of

strong waters and not under, unless retailers, It is hereby enacted and

declared, that for the future none except such as are licensed retailers

shall sell or deliver to any person or persons any lesser quantity of

Rum, Brandy or other distilled waters, than a quarter cask, under

the penalty in the said act mentioned, any former law or usage to the

contrary notwithstanding.

Boston Council Chamber, on Wednesday, the 15th of February,

in the 4th year of his Majesty’s reign, Annoque Domini, 1687.

Examined per JOHN WEST, Dept. Secretary.

An Act concerning Peddlers.‘

Whereas many persons have lately taken upon them the practice

of peddlers and petty chapmen, passing from town to town vending

sundry wares, and that which is unserviceable, at excessive rates, to

the great detriment of the settled trade of this country, for preven

tion whereof,

Be it enacted by the Governour by and with the advice and consent

of the Council, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same,

that henceforth no person shall expose to sell, in any town or farm,

any manner of goods, wares or merchandize, except in the town or

farm where such person inhabits, nor shall any person or persons pass

from town to town trading, traflicking or dealing as a merchant, factor,

peddler or petty chapman. And if any person shall presume so to

* See Mr. Allyn’s letter to West, 27 Jan., 1687, (No. CXVIII.)
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do, every of the justices of the peace are hereby required, upon com

plaint or information of such ofi'ences, to cause the person and all

such goods, ware and merchandize as shall appertain to him, to be

seized and secured, and to return the person from constable to con

stable until he shall [be] brought to the gaol of the county from

whence he set out, there to abide till the next Quarter Sessions, then

and there to he proceeded against: and upon due proof, the Court of

Sessions shall have power to amerce the said peddler not exceeding

ten pounds for one conviction, the one half to his Majesty for the sup

port of the government and the other half to the informer. Pro

vided nothing in this Act shall be interpreted to restrain merchants

and factors coming from beyond seas and exposing their goods to

sale in any town within this Territory wherein they shall reside, any

thing in this Act to the contrary notwithstanding.

Examined per Jorm Wnsr, Dep. See.

 

No. CXIV.

SECRETARY WEST T0 MR. ALLYN.

[Miscellaneous, 1. 36.]

Boston, Janry 5"‘, 1687.

SI: All things necessary for yor parts are now sent you;

and you are gratified beyond yo’ desire, for ye Inferiour Courts

are impowered to try to any value, only liberty given to ye

defendt to remove if he sees cause. _

The altering the time of ye Superiour Court from Friday to

Tuesday would keep the Judges a weeke longer from home

then needfull, and tl1ercfore remaines as projected.

Ordr-S are sent for swearing Capt. Newbery, and ye Judges

of ye Inferiour Courts, of wch you are appointed for yor

County, and yor sonn Joseph Whiteing Olerke, and Commis

sioners sent. You must sweare yor Clerke, before he acts in

court.

OrdHi are likewise sent for yor sonne Whiteing to levy ye

Rate as usuall, and to pay such debts due from ye country as

yoYselfe, Coll. Treate & Leiut Coll. Talcott or any two shall

allow. ' ’

Ordrs are likewise sent abt exeouteing former judgmts and

issueing causes depending.

Coppys of y6 Laws are herewith sent, for ye use of each

County, Wch are to be pd for out of y8 County Rate, to be made

by ye Justices to defray that and other County charges, wch I

desire you to see returned to me accordingly. Thereby you

will prceive how wills are to be proved and admimions granted;
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and as for inventoryes, I receive them according to ye former

practice & usage, wch I think is most proper to continue with

you. I think I have answered every pticuler of yor letter, and

have only further to add that I shall be ready att all times to

receive yor commands and serve you therein to ye utmost of my

power, who am, SP,

Yor assured friend & Servt

Jn° Allen Esq’. _ JOHN WEST.

The Coppys of ye Laws comes to Five pounds seventeen

shillings,‘ wch must desire you to gett for me, & send as opper

tunity. J . W.

No. CXV.

SECRETARY WEST TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscellaneous, I. 37.]

Boston, January 21“, 1687.

Sf: I could not omittthis oppertunity by Capt. Belcher, but

give you my humble service & lett you know yE great griefe

and sorrow wee are in for my Lady Andros, who since Tues

day last was sevenight hath been extreamly ill, and soe con

tinues almost att y° Court of Death, and is a greate affliction

to his Excelly, who is most passionately concerned. If it

should please God to call her to himselfe, wee should all have

a greate losse of a right good and vertuous Lady. But as yett

there are some symtoms well give hopes of recovery. I sup

pose by this time all is well settled and understood in yor

parts, ye happynesse of wch shall alwayes be endeavoured, and

to serve you pticulerly, by, SF,

Yor assured Friend & Servt

Joan Wnsr.

Janry 26"‘, Mr. Belcher not proceeding on his intended

Journey, haue oppertunity to add that on Sunday last y° Lady

Andros departed this life, to ye great greife & sorrow of his

Excelly & all that knew herxt Yesterday a ship arrived

from London : little news, but all well there. Vale.

To Jn° Allen Esq‘, one of his

Maties Councill &e. att Hartford.

 

* Randolph mentions, in a letter to Mr. Povey, having “ copied and engrossed in

parchment all the lawes, and dispersed copies through the whole government.”

Hutcl1. Collection, 655.

’r Randolph writes to Mr. Povey, Jan. 24; that his Excellenc “is in great sorrow

for the loss of his good lady who dyed the 22d instant.” (Hutc . Coll. 567.)
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No. OXVI.

ANDROS TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscellaneous, 1. 38.]

Boston, Janury 26*“, 1687.

Sr : Yesterday arrived a ship from London. Little news,

but all well there. I lately wrott you abt Watching and

Warding in yor out townes,* to which have nothing to add but

desire to heare from you, and that you faile not to have regard

to ye Indians every where as or owne people. I am, S‘,

YoIr affectionate friend & Servant,

_ E. Ammos.

Jn° Allyn Esqr.

 

No. CXVII.

MR. ALLYN TO sm EDMUND ANDROS.

[Misce11aneous, I. 39.]

Hartford, Jan. 27, 1687.

Most Excelent Sf:

Your Excelency’s letters, wth Mr. West’s, and the ComM

& Lawes, I received by Jn° Pery, and have published the Lawes

here in this Towne, and LI“ 001. Tallcot administered the oath to

myselfe and Capt. Newberry on Munday last, and we adminis

tered the oath to Mr. Whiting, the clerke ofthe peace &c. I have

allso discoursed the LM Golonell about what your Excelency

mentioned in reiference to the Indians, and my advice to him was

to improve some prudent persons in our frontier townes, where

most of our Indians inhabit, to observe the motions of their

Indian neighbours, and what strangers com amongst them,

and to labour to gain what intellegence they can of them,

which he approved of. I allso tould him that at any time

when he pleased to consider farther about it, I would attend

him upon the least intimation, but I suppose your Excelency

will have a farther accot from him about it (who loves to act

his matters by himselfe). Or Indians say that the Mowhawks

Her funeral was attended, on the evening of Feb. 10th, according to Judge Sewall,

whose diary gives some interestin particulars of the obsequies: ‘ Between 7 and 8,

(lychns [links] illuminating the c oudy a.ir,) the corpse was carried into the herse

drawn_by six horses, the souldiers making a guard from the governor’s house down

the Prison Lane to the South meeting-house; there taken out and carried in at the

western door, and set in the alley before the pul it, with six mourning women by it.

House made light with candles and torches. T ere was a great noise and clamor to

keepfileople out of the house, that they might not rush in too soon. I went home."

* e etter is not preserved.
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and Sinnocks have taken one of the French fortes of this side

of the Lake and brought about 60 prisoners to Albana. This

report Farmington Indians have received from a Wyantinuck

lndian who hath lately come amongst them from thence.

What those motions of the French may come to, and how far

the English of New Yorke have engaged themselves and may

engage the country, to me is a secret; but I trust, through

the blessing of God upon your Excelencie’s endeavours, we

shall not be engaged in any offensive war agnst those sculking

Natives before yorself in counoill is well sattisfyed in thejustness

of the quarell upon which the sword is drawn. I need not give

your Excellency any farther trouble at this time, saveing my

hearty thankes for your respects to me and the honour of your

letters; and shall allwayes be ready to serve your Excelency

according to my ability, if it may be acceptable. I hope by

the next post to hear of your Excelency’s good health, for

Major Kingsly gave me the good tydings of your increase of

health, which I pray God perfect. I beg pardon for this

boldness, and am,

Your Excelenoy’s most humble Servant,

JOHN ALLYN.

These for His Excelency Sr Edmond Andros,

Kn‘, Captn Gen11 & Governor in Cheife

of his Mam Territories in N. E. In Bos

ton, yS dd.

 

No. CXVIII.

us. ALLYN ro SECRETARY wssr.

Hartford, January 27, 1687.

SP: Your letters of the 5th Instant, wth the Lawes and

Com“, I recd by J110 Perry, and wish you were as well satis

fyed for your paynes as I am in what you have sent; and shall,

according to your desire, stir up the Justices to take care that

you may be payed as soone as conveniently may be. The Lnt

C01. and myselfe gave my son Whiting the oath of olarke and

the oath of alegiancc, the 25 of this moneth. Sf, I viewing

over the Lawes find two lawes wanting of what they have at

Springfeild : one is the law that doth confirm or locall lawes,

and another is the act as doth prohibit pedlors. If they be

in force for vs, pray send them, but if they are not, I desire

them not. Allso please to send me by Perry, what the dues

are for actions, to the judges, justices and clarkes, because 1

find no directions in the Lawes you sent, about it. I suppose
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his Excelency and Councill have [or] will state them. Please

to give me a hint of your custom in those cases. Allso pray

inform me whither all actions that com to tryalls must be by

attachments, or whether a warrant may not doe. Som other

things I have to inquire into, but the judges being in yr circuit

to com to the assizes here, I shall leave it till they come, who

may sattisfy me in what I am doubtfull. S‘, I wish you and

yours all hap'pynes ; wch wth best respects, is all at present from,

Honord SP, Your friend & servant,

JOHN ALLYN.

For the Honolrd John West Esqr

Dept SecretYy [&c.,] at his

house in Boston, this dd. p Mr. Perry.

 

No. CXIX. '

ANDROS TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscell. I. 40. Holog-raph.]

Boston ye 23th March, 87.

S‘: I have this morning receaved y" by 3 Indians said to have

taken those two murthered ye Inglishman neare Norwish wch

should haue been paid or satisfied in the countrey where ser

uice done, however being so sent I have given them (cash) a

cloath of Dufels & 6 shilings in mony among ym : -if any more,

as these pretend, must be paid as above. I am yr afectionate

freind, E. Annnos.

To Jn° Allyn Esqlr [&c.]

 

No. CXX.

MR. WEST TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscell., I. 14.]

Boston, ye 24"‘ March, 1687.

SI: Herewith you will receive ye coppys of two Acts lately

passed, y? one for an additionall duty of impost and excise &c.,

the other for regulateing ye choice of select men and other

towne officers, the Wch as it is an act of grace designed for ye

beneffitt & ease of ye people, hope will be soe understood &

fully answer that end.* The Comittee appointed to settle yB

 

*It was hardly “ so _understood” in Massachusetts or Connecticut. “ One Law

they are sensible of, which doth prohibit all Town Meetings, excepting on a certain
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fees of ye severall oflicers within this Dominion, have lately

made their reporte, & soe much thereof as belongs to yor prsent

station as Judge, and to y6 Justices, have here inclosed, by

Wch both you & they may regulate yorselves till further 0rd".

The Ordr formerly made for confirming locall laws was only

intended for a shorte time, untill some Acts & Laws then undr

consideracon could be passed, wch being done that ceased;

and lately, on some debate in Councill had thereupon, was soe

resolved. See that now wee are not to be guided by any laws

or ordlrs but such as are made & published by his Excellency

& Councill, or y3 Laws of England, where they have not pro

vided. The writt genrally used here is a Capias directed to

ye Sherriife, to attach ye body of ye Def‘, returnable y6 first

day of y° next Court, after ye forme used in England.

The Judges next weeke begin their Circuits towards yor

parts, and from them you may receive more full & perticuler

direcfzons then time will pmitt me to write.

This day an Act passed for settleing ye Millitia, & if Perry

be not to nimble, after his long stay, a coppy of that shall

accompany him: if not, by ye next, you shall have it. Coll.

Shrimpton, Mr. Wm Browne & Majr Smith are sworne of ye

Councill. His Excelly intends next month for ye eastward, as

farr as Pemyquid, and when returned shall be glad to have yor

good company & Councill. I am, SF, Yor assured Friend & .

Servt, JOHN Wnsr.

The Act for settleing the Millitia passed since ye writeing

this, as also the Act abt Pedlars before omitted, is also sent, &

ye charge is forty two shillings, wch pray you to ordI may be

satisfied with ye other. _ -

To Capt. Allyn.

 

No. CXXI.

GOV. ANDROS TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscell. I, 42. Holograph.]

_ Boston the 26th of March, 1688.

ST: You will from Mr. West receave all is materiall or of

publick import; an Act for chusing & impowring Select men,

 

day once a. year; whereas the Inhabitants have occasion to meet once a Month, some

- times every Week, for relief of the Poor or other Town-Affairs. But it is easy to

enetrate into the Design of this Law, which was (no Question) to keep them in every

own from com laining to England, of the Oppression they are under.” Narrative of

the Miseries of ew England: (Reprint, 1775, p. 3.) The da appointed for the annual

town meeting was the third Monday of May. See No. OX1 . (14.)

56
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and for the Militia, and aditionall Revenue, and copy _of the

Judges and others report of Fees, y° wch I did hope to have

been sooner (as also for Schoolmasters, Ministers, and High

wayes, represented as nesesary, nott pased). Am glad to

heare all well in yr parts, and now the Oircuitt being so neare

when the Judges wilbe there,* will not doubt their giving all

due remedys in any thing may be wanting, by the regular

methods to be observed,-as in these parts, acording to law. My

owne indisposition as well as late extreo: losse, have ocasioned

my nott forwarding the setling the post, as I hope itt may be,

to -be regular, and certain, of wch you’l have a more full

acompt & be advised with by ye asise time. ‘

I have heard from Govr Dongan; still at Albany and all

well, but nothing concluded with ye French, from whom he

then expected to hear further; doth nott say they were willing

to quitt the new forts.

No ship from England since Capt. Harris arived in Jam, by

whom a packett I then did dispatch to Govr Dongan, when I

also receav’d severall, and (as ordered) CollO Shrimpton, Mr.

Willm Brown and Majr Smith of Naraganset, sworn of the

Councill.

I ritt to you some dayes since by three Indians of Nipnock,

to whom I gave three cloaths of Dufels and six shilins mony,

on yr letter by them, as the takers of ye two murtherers of the

English man neare to Norwish; but, as by my said letter, all

such charges ought without delay to be paid on the place, and

alowed in the county. Do not thinck wee are altogeather well

in our matters with ye Indians, especially towards our places,

they having no known place of being, or sachdm, from whom

wee might expect some more advantages, and nott aprehend,

as now, more danger then benefitt; & therefore any may be

owned, or to live neare us, ought to be known, and if no land

to have some given them, to enable them to live as they ought,

& is worth ye consideration of those in place, tho nott proper to

be noysed unles nessesary & order’d.

I hope to see y° this Spring, and that I may have time to

goe to some parts of the Govt where nessesary, and should be

glad to know more of neighboring parts, as wee ought, & desire

you will impart to me what y° may know of contreys yr way,

or norward, beyond our improvem“. I am

Yr very afectionate freind,

E. Aunnos.

I thinck I have answer’d every part of yr letter of ye 5th ,

 

* The first court of assizes was held at New Haven, April 10th, and at Hartford,

April 13th. ( ) Will and Doom.
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pa‘st,“‘ except of MI Edwards, who I presume hath given y° an

acct thereof himselfe, of my readines to give him a dispatch

with all just favour, wch I thought best by refering itt to & be

reported from [your] parts, but hath nott yett taken itt out.

To John Allen Esq‘, [&c.]

 

No. GXXII.

JOHN WEST ro MR. ALLYN.

[Misce11., I. 43.]

~ Boston, 19th Aprill, 1688.

Sr: Inclosed is severall Proclamacons appointing a time of

Publique Thanksgiveing & Prayer on y8 occasion of the

Queen’s being with child, which you are desired to direct y8

speedyest way to be published & made knowne in yP severall

countys of Hartford, New Haven & Fairfeild, that it may be

duly observed & pformed in all parts accordingly. An opper

tunity directly plfsenting I have sent pticulerly to New London

county. Perry will attend yor commands in any thing in this

pticuler he cann be serviceable.

His Excelly intends ye next'weeke eastward as farr as Pemy~

quid, & hope all will continue well in his absence. My hum

ble service to yo'selfe & Lady, Coll. Talcott, Mr. Willis, & all

other friends. I remaine, Sf,

Yo’ assured Friend & Servt,

JOHN WEST.

 

N0. OXXIII.

GOV. ANDROS TO MR. ALLYN.

[Miscelh I. 44. Ho1ograph.]

Boston the 23th of Aprill, 1688.

S‘: I have receav’d yrs of the 17"1 instanti and seen the

Judge, who hath also given a relation of the two Indians con

demned, who are (only) to be executed accordingly, having

had regard to y", and no orders for any thing extreordinary.

If the duty on Excise be considered, as tis, (so much lesse

than our neighbours and) inconsiderable to all concerned, but

 

=76 This letter-is not found. ' T No copy of which has been preserved.
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of import to the publick, I doubt nott its being incouraged by

all persons, wCh may be a great means to suply the charge of

y‘3 Govt even without the vsuall (att least repeated) contrey

rates, and is the only end of itt and duty of customés or im

posts and all other Acts endeavoured, as well as may be, for

the King’s service and advantage of His subjects in these

parts; and shall alwayes be glad to hear from y° any thing

that may contribute to itt; and desiring comendations to Lt

Coll°. Talcott &c. with y°, remaine

Yr very afectionate freind,

E. Annnos.

I have now resolved going eastward as far as Pemaquid,

and to set out (God willing) Wensday next, as nessesary

att this time, and hope nothing extreo: afore my returne, W"h

I shall hasten all I cann.*

The order for Thancksgiving is as ordered and kept in Eng

land in January last.

For Capt. Allen, one of the members

of His MajtyS Councill, att Hartford.

N0. CXXIV.

COL. ROBERT TREAT TO SIR EDMUND ANDROS.

[Massachusetts Archives: “Ursurpation,” IH. 215.]

Your Excellencies of the 17'h of Aprell last I receaved and

have searched the Records at Hartford about Golden Hill of

WC11 yor Excellencie being informed of its scituation near ye

sea, quantitie about 150 acres, and belonging to Poquannuck

Indians, about which land there have been much trouble in or

Court between ye neighbouring Towns of Stratford, Fairfeild,

and said Indians, but mostly Stratford, as by ye coppies of

agreem", court orders and purchasses (Wch MT. Shelton hath

coppies and said he would shew them to your Excellencie)

doeth giue full information. And the land lyeing neer y6

divident line of ye said towns, I take it Fairfeild had ye first

 

* “ His Exeellencie Sir Edmd Andros in the months of April and May last visited the

English forts, plantations and settlements all along the sea side and upon ye great

rivers, from Piscataqua to Panopscott eastward distant from Boston about 200 miles,

and ordered the Cheife of all the Indians inhabiting those partes to attend him, which

they accordingly did. He commanded them to call home their oun men and not

sufier them to run to the French, and to live _quietly with the nglis their neigh

bours, * * * and left that country in eat peace." Randolph’s _Letter to the

Lords of Trade; Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Yor , III. 56.7.
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Indian title to it (as tis said,) but I have not seen anie deed

of it, but Stratford hath a very formall deed, though upon set

ling this land on the Indians there is an exception of Golding

Hill, that when the said Poquanuck Indeans hath done wth

Golden Hill and leave it, its to be Stratford men’s land ; who

are to pay twentie pounds to Fairfeild when Stratford men

possess it, as I take it is partly in lieu of their first title and

partly easmt to Stratford and care to Fairfeild to look after

the Indeans. But Stratford men’s over early and hastie en

endeavoring to possess themselves, hath occassioned trouble.

Golden Hill lands is the Indeans, confirmd to them by order

of ye late Generll Court vntill they doe publiquely relinquish

and resigne it up, and then its to be Stratford’s according to

their agreem“ between them & ye Indeans, of May ye 19“,

1659. But since that, at a Genrll Court, May ye 13th 1680,

Poquanuck Indeans made application to 'ye said Court shewing

y° commodiousnes of those lands for their liueing, by fishing,

hunting, et. cet., and they were afraid lest it should be dis

posed fr6 them to the injurie of them and theirs, did by their

agents for the wholl companie petition that their hands might

be tied and not sell their rights in that lands and ye consider

ation of it, wth others like minded, occassioned an order that

what lands is reserved or set apart for anie Indians shall be re

corded to them, and it shall not be in y” power of anie Indean

or Indeans to make anie alienation thereof, and whosoever

shall prsume to buy anie such lands of anie Indeans shall for

feit treble ya value or to this purpose so far: so that if this

said trackt of land be sold, ye Indeans will soone in a few

years repent and one if not both ye towns will account them

selves injured; and if to be sold, Stratford men yt have so fair

a deed alreadie, doubtless would plead for right of redemption.

I cannot se anie better at present then that it should remaine

according to their so late request. I am as free Mr. Shelton

should haue it as anie other, if it be attaineable, wch if so it

seems fair that ye Indeans be elswhere provided wth lands to

good content, and some securitie to free the two towns from

ye burden & charge to provide lands for them, though they

should but lease it and not sell it, I leave all to yor Excellen

cies wisdom and beg pardon for my crudenes and prolixities,

& remaine. Yor Excellencies humble servant,

May ye 23d, 1688. ROBERT TREAT.

Postsc. I doe hear that some of ye Indean proprieto" of

Golden Hill are not willing it should be sold.
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No. CXXV.

JOHN WEST TO MR. ALLYN.

[Misce11. I. 45.]

Boston, 20th June, 1688.

S’:

I thank you for yo" of ye 8th of May, wch received att

Pemyquid, & had been sooner answer’d but that Perry’s hasty

dispatch & hurry of aifaires in his EXCBHYB returne made me

loose that oppertunity, wch hope you’l excuse. I am much

oblidged for y8 thoughts you have of my satisfacéon, & should

be glad to serve you in any thing here. Wee have nothing of

news but that of ye enlargemt of or _Dominion by ye addicon of

New Yorke much talked off?‘ Ships from London are dayly

expected & then what news comes will not faile _to impartc.

In ye meane time, content yorselfe with domestick aifaires,

and be assured that I am, Sf,

Yor Friend & Serv‘,

JOHN Wnsr.

Capt. Jn° Allyn.

No. OXXVI.

FROM WM. WHITING TO SECRETARY ALLYN.

[For. Corresp. II. 18.]

London ye 29th June, 1688.

Mr. Jn° Allyn. '

S’. I have yo" of ye 30th Janry last, desiring I would pay

the 401i I have in my hands of Sam11 Martins, received of Mrs.

Kirke. Now as to that money, I have writ Mr. Hooker at

large, to wch refer you: I cannot part wth 22“ of it wch properly

belongs to the sayd Martin, till Ihave his order to whom to pay

it, or be secured in paying it, as I am directed by the Lawyer I

employed in the case. As for Mr. Harwood, he hath been

dead for some tyme, and that money lost, because Mr. Lord

would never give ordr to sue him, and for Mr. Tyte, that

money lyes in y6 Excheqr, never to be got out for the ownrs

 

>16 The commission appointing Sir E. Andros Governor of New England, New York

and East and West Jersey, and of all the English territoriesin America from 40° north

latitude to the River St. Croix, Pennsylvania and Delaware only excepted, passed the

eat seal April 7th. His instructions are dated April 16th. See both, in Doc. Rel. to

ist. of New York, IH. 537~549. Randolph, in a letter to the Lords of Trade, (in Octo

ber,) states that this commission was received by Andros “upon his return to Boston,"

from the eastward.
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accot; and for the money remitted into my hands by the late

govermt of the Collony, it is but very small, what is left,

being under 5“, and know not to whom I must account for it;

if you expect a pticuler accot, I cannot give any, a great part

of the money having beene distributed to severall psons, for

their service, that will not be named. Propose a way how I

may be secured, and the ballance shall be forthcoming. I

have writ my brother more largely, on these subjects. WLh all

due respects to you and yo",

I am, Sf, yoIr reall friend & Servt,

7 Wm WRITING.

To John Allyn EsqP. These.

No. CXXVII.

MINUTES OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, AT NEW YORK.

[Miscel1. I. 46.]

Att a Councill held att New Yorke on Wednesday the nyne &

twentyth day of August, 1688.*

PRESENT; His Excellency Sr Edmund Andros Kn‘.

Joseph Dudley, John Vsher,

Rob‘ Mason, Edward Randolph,

Antho. Broekholls, John Walley,

Walter Clarke Walter Newberry,
John Winthrop, ESqrs' John Young, Esqrs'

Fred. Phillips, Nicholas Bayard, .

Jarvis Baxter, Richard Smith,

Stephen Cortlandt, John Allen, '

WHEREAS the Exeeueon of an Act made the seaventh day -of

May last past by his Excellency Thomas Dongan, late Capn

Generall and Governour in Cheife of his Maties Province of

New Yorke in America, intituled, an Act for raising ye surhe

two thousand five hundred fifty five pounds six shillings, by

or before ye first day of November in the yeare of our Lord

 

* “ His Excellency began his journey from [for] New Yorke on the last of July.”

* * “ I have th1s da a letter from his Exw dated att New Yorke the 24th insl.

He has been att the two erseys and settled them to their great satisfaction. When

his Excy hath settled the atfaires of New Yorke (wch he hopes would be done in a

weeke) then by the advice of the Council] he desi nes up for Albany." Capt. Nichol

son [to Mr. Povey?] Aug. 31st; in Doc. Rel. to ldist. 0 N. York, I. 550.

“ I arrived here the eleaventh of August past, when His Majesties Letters Pattents

being published, received this place, as alsoe East New Jersey the fifteenth and West

New Jersey the ei hteenth following,” &c. Andros to the Lords of Trade, from New

York, Oct. 4th. ( d. 554. See also, p. 567.)
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one thousand six hundred eighty and eight, hath been and is,

by order of his said Excelly in Councill, dated the thirtyth

day of July last past, for ye reason therein mendoned, sus

pended till further order, which being taken into consideraEon,

itt is ordered, that ye said act be fully and duly executed

according to the tenor and true intent and meaning thereof,

and ye money therein men6oned duely leaved, raised,

collected and paid, as therein is directed, of which all justices

of ye peace & other oliicers & persons concerned are to take

notice & conforme themselves accordingly.

By order in Councill &c.,

Jorm Wssr, D. Secry.

George Brewerton declareth upon oath yt he being then

Clerk of ye Secretaryes Office at New York did write ye fore

going order of ye Governor & Councill wch was signed by John

Witt, Deputy Secry.

Copy. JACOB MILBORNE, Cl. Counc'.

A true copy of the originall, March 1", 1689.

[Jscos MILBORNE.]*

[Endorsed, “A coppy of the Councill Act charged to be trayterous.”]

No. CXXVIII.

SIR EDMUND ANDROS TO MAJOR NATHAN GOLD.

[Massachusetts Archives: “ Usurpation,” III. 137.]

N. Yorke, 25th August, 1688.

S’. Haveing some time since recd advice of five Indians

being killed at Spectacle Ponds and lately of five Christians

killed at Northfield]L and actors not taken or knowne but sup

posed to be eleven strange Indians, I cannot tell you how

much I am concern’d at the sayd Mischeife and Actors escape.

You are therefore to take care that due Watch and Ward be

kept in ye respective out places till further Ordr and give no

tice to all Indians in yr Parts that if any Mischeife be done by

* The original signature has been cut off by or for some auto aph collector.

T“ During this His Excellence’s progresse, newes is brou ht t at five of His Ma"'"

Indian subjects were killd at Spectacle Ponds, neere Spring eld in ye colony of Con

necticutt. and soon after, of six Christians murthered at Northfield, about 60 miles dis

tant from that place, done by eleaven Indians belonging to ye French, and since the

t me the Govr of Canada sent from y8 King his master the Articles of Cessation to

011. Dongan. Upon which his Excell. has amongst other thin s of import for his

Mali" service, demanded of ye Govr of Canada the eleaven murt erers to be sent to

him.” Randolph to the Lords of Trade, Oct. 8th. (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of New York,

III. 568; ‘see also pp. 560, 654, 657, &c.) Andros “despatched Col. Pynchon, who

brought him the account, with orders to pursue the Indians.”
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Strangers and they doe not appThend the Actors, or if not

strong enough prsently give us Notice and Joyne wth 0r Mili

tia, such Mischeifs will be imputed to them. And upon Notice

of any such attempts, You are to rayse such Force as shall be

Necessary for ye apprhending or pursueing the Actors to effect,

wheresoever they fiy, And to afl'ord or Indians kind reception

and protection in any of or Townes or places if desired, and

that you let me heare from you of the state of yr Parts and

soe from time to time as occation. I am, Sf, '

Yr affectionate Freind,

Majr Gold. . E. ANDROS.

 

N0. GXXIX. '

GOV. ANDROS T0 JOHN ALLYN.

[Miscell. I. 47.]

New York, 1st October, 1688.

SI: Am just now arrived from Albany"‘ and in three or

foure dayes intend from hence by land for Boston, and desire

to see the principall oflicers and magistrates as alsoe some of

the cheife of the Indians of your countrey togeatlier att Hart

ford, on my way, to whome you are forthwith to give notice

that they attend accordingly.

Have nothing to add to my former orders but that all ‘offi

cers be carefull & steady in their respective stations and places,

and that noe Indians be troubled or molested, vnlesse crimin-_

all; and those by such civill oflicers and in such manner as

by law is directed for the apprehending and secureing malifac

tors, that they may be brought to tryall and punished accord

ing to their demeritts ; and then need not be apprehensive,

nor the innocent made to suffer with the nocent. I remaine,

S’, Yo‘r affectionate freind,

E. ANDROS.

To Lievtennt Collll Allen.

*Andros left New York for Albany, August 30th with several members of his

Council, and fifty soldiers. (See Doc. Rel. to Hist 0f1N. York, III. 568 653, 557-565.)

The object of his journey was to cement an alliance with the Five Nations, and to

counteract the influence which the French were believed to have acquired with those.

tribes. ~

57



450 APPENDIX.

No. CXXX.

JOHN ALLYN TO GOVERNOR ANDROS, RESPECTING THE ORGANIZA

TION OF THE MILITIA.

[Mass Archives: ‘ Usurpation,’ III. 244.]

Hartford, October 15, 1688.

Most Excellent SY.

I hope by the'next post to hear of your safe arrivall at

Boston and that your Excellency did find all things well there,

which will much rejoyce me. S’, I am willing to take this

oppertunety to inform your Excelency that I have taken care

to set this regiment in as good a posture as I can, and doe find

that there is want of ofiicers in some places, and therefore I doe

humbly present to your Excelency Capt. Benjamn Newbery to

be Major of this regiment: he is the ancients Captll and will

be as acceptable as any I know of. _If you accept not of him

then some_ other of the captains as you shall please to appoynt.

Captn Fitch’s company* they have lost their Lnt ; he dyed at

Yorke.T I propownd Thomas Bissell the former Lnts Bro. to

take his place: he is Quarter-master of the Troop, but they

have men enough in the Troop suflicient for that place, but

they have none in that Company soe suitable to make a Lnt

as this Tho. Bissell is. Allso Mr. Hooker he doth complayn

of his unability to hold his place, & hath rece‘1 some incour

agement that his plea will be so far acceptable as to procure

his release from his place: and if that be obteyned if your

Excelency see cause to grant that company a Captain, Ens.

'Nath. Standly will doe well for that place, & Mr. Sibborn Nic

cols will doe well for a Liuetenant. These will be acceptable

to the seuerall companys, if your Excelency please to approve of

it, & I doe esteem them to be sufficient for their respective places.

If your Excelency please to improve them soe, the sooner they

have their comns the better it may be. I pray your excuse for

this trouble, & Wth my service to your Excelency, I make

bold to subscribe, excelent Sf,

Your most humble servant,

Jomv ALLYN.

Sf. I allso-make bold to inform your Excelency that if you

please to make Lnt Joseph Wadsworth Leiutenant of the com

pany of the North side of or Towne & Mr. Niccols of the

Sowth side, it will be most accomadating to the people as their

habitations are settled. Allso or companies are not yet stated

 

Qk The Hartford county Troo .

1 John Bissell, of Windsor, e der brother of Thomas.
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as to their places, & I humbly propownd that Col. Tallcot’s

company be the first, & Capt. Newbery’s the 2d, Capt. Caleb

Stanly’s the 3d, Capt. Chester’s the 4th, Capt. Fiteh’s of

Windsor the 5tl1, Capt. Lewes of Farmington the 6th, Capt.

Harris of Midleton the 7th, Lnt Terry of Simsbury the 8th,

Ensign Georg Gates of Hadum the 9th, and Watterbury the

Tenth Company. If your Excelency approve of this, I will

order them to put balls in their colours accordingly, that so

they may be distinguished each from other, or otherwise as

your Excelency shall direct. Your humble servant,

JOHN ALLYN.

No. oxxxr ,

GOV. ANDROS TO JOHN ALLYN.

[War, II. 1.]

Squabaguej‘ 16th OctobY, 1688,

five in ye morning.

SF. I haue this night receiued advise from Boston that ye

11th instant one man was found killed by Indians to ye East

ward att Cape Porpus & severall others missing who are feared

to be lost, the Indians being still out but doe not yett know

their number or of others joyned with them, But could not

omitt this informa6on to yorselfe together with y0 inclosed to

Capt Nicholsont and Major Generall Winthropp, which desire

you to forward by Expresse, of Wch prsume ye Bearer a fitt

person for one, and Remaine, .

SI, Yor very affectionate Fnend,

E. Annnos.

For His Matias Service. _

To Lieut. Coll. John Allyn, of his Maties

Councill &c. Att Hartford.

#6 Andros having learned, on his return to New York from Albany, that forces had

been sent from Boston to Casco Bay, in consequence of intelligence of hostile move

ments of the Indians thereabouts, set out 'for Boston, overland, “intending to visit

Northfield, Springfield and other towns alarum‘d b those mischiefs to prevent a

second Indian war." (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. York, II. 569.)

1‘ Ca t. Francis Nicholson, de uty governor for Andros, of New York.

t“ ’lhe conduct of t11at expe ition [against the Eastern Indians] was otfered u on

very good terms to Major General Winthro , one of the Council.” Randolph’s ar

rative. (Doc. Rel. to Hist. of N. Y., III. 581.
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N0. CXXXII.

THOMAS TROWBRIDGE T0 GOVERNOR ANDROS.

[Mass Archives: ‘ Usurpation,’ III. 260.]

New Haven, 22th 81"" 1688.

May it please yor Excelency, I heare that Mr. Hudshon our

Sheriff hath returned Captin Berd’s name for Sheriff of cure

County. Sr I humbly conceive it may be verry inconvenient,

because there will be no justis from Milford at oure Sessions.

Mr. Bryan cannot ride to New haven and Mr. Leet is often

sick: and there is one Mr. Campe of Milford, a man of good

estate and many with us doe thinke him a fitt person, but

leaue it to yor Exceleney’s discretion. Sir, there was one of

youre Excelency’s horses that was lame that was left with me,

I waite for youre Excellency’s comand whither I shall send

him to Boston if any opertunity presents. I thinke he is

cured of his lamenes. Not farther to trouble yor Excellency

but to crave pardon for my presumption herein and remaineing

yor Excellencys humble servat to comand.

THO: TROWBRIDGE.

No. CXXXIII.

MR. WEST TO JOHN ALLYN.

[Miscell. I. 48.]

Boston, 29th Octobr, 1688.

SP: His Excelly arrived here on Wednesday last abt noone,

where finds noe further acct of matters eastward then he wrott

you from Squabeague, nor soe much cause for such proceed

ings as reported, those of y8 Councill being sencible of their

mistake in their late actings: but all proper is now resolved, &

doubt not good effects to settle all in peace & quiett. The

several horses that came with us from yor towne & were left

att Springfield, must be satisfied for two dayes att one shilling

p day, & the three that_ came heither must be allowed for 13

dayes att y6 same rate, & payed by y6 Constable out of ye

rates of that towne; ye guides & their horses being already

payed by note on y8 constable; & it is his ExcellyS desire that

you ordr yfl constable to pay y’3 same, accordingly.

I am, SI, Yor Friend & Serv‘,

JOHN Wssr.

Leiut Coll. Allen.
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No. CXXXIV.

onnnns TO LIEUT. COL. ALLYN ro DETAGH moors, ron sna

VICE, so.

[War, II. 2.]

(seal, Sf Edmund Andros Kn‘, Captn Gen11 and Gov

ernr in Cheife of his Majties Territory & Dominion

of New England, to Lieutent (lolll John'Allen, Greeting: I

doe hereby authorize and require you forthwith to detach

and draw out of the Regiment of foot under your Command,

sixty able men and to haue them compleatly armed att Hart

ford within three dayes after receipt hereof, when they shall

be mustered and enter into pay and receive such orders as

may be necessary for his Majties service. Whereof you are

not to faile. Given under my hand and seale,_att Boston, the

first day of November in the fourth yeare of his Majties Reigne

Annoq. Domini, 1688. E. ANDROS.

By his Excells Comm“1

JOHN Wnsr, D. Sec’ry.

To Ltt 00111 John Allen.

Endorsed: “ Recd Novr 9, 88. 10 o'clock."

 

[War, II. 3.]

BY HIS EXCELCY.

To Leiutut Colnell John Allen.

You will herewith receive an Ordr for the Detaching of sixty

men out of ye Regiment for his Maties Service, of whom and

such other forces as shall be raysed in yr parts I have given

the comand to Coll. Robert Treat, and have sent him comis

sions for Officers, and have ordered their marching and quar

tering att Northfeild or such other Townes or places on Conec

ticott River as may be most for his Matias Service, and the

security and defense of those parts.

I have likewise Ordered and Impowered him in case of

attempts ‘and,-necessity of further force, to rayse such other

part of your Militia as he shall thinke fitt, giveing you notice

thereof, and them to march where he shall judge proper, whose

Ordrs therin are to be observed.

In case the sayd Coll. Robert Treat shall be disabled by

sickness or death, you are to send for and receive the several
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0rd" and Directions sent for him and duely execute and

pforme the same as fully and effectually as if the sayd Coll.

Robert Treat might or could have done had he been well or

liveing, giveing mee an account thereof and of ye proceedings

from time to time.

Dated in Boston, the first day of November, 1688.

E. ANDROS.

By his Excells Command,

JOHN WEST, D. Sec’ry.

Endorsed: “ Reced Novt 9, 88. 10 o’clock.’'

No. CXXV.

CAPT. FRANCIS NICHOLSON TO LIEUT. COL. ALLYN.

[War, II. 4.]

Fort James, December the 4“, 1688, New Yorke.

Sf.

Yours of the twenty fifth I receiv’d last Friday, and doe

give you my most hearty thankes, for the favour you did in

sending me the news. I thanke God, wee are all very quiet

in these partes; & when I heard from I/Esopus, (the letters

from thence being dated the two & twentieth of the laste

moneth,) all was very well and quiet; and at Albany, I sup

pose soe too, if otherwise, they would have sent to I/Esopus:

by the first opportunity I shall advise them to looke out sharpe.

I am apt to thinke the reporte to be a tricke of the French,

endeavouring to aifrighte our country people, and soe make

them garison themselves, and then they may insinuate to the

Indians, that the English either designes to fall vpon them, or

are afraide of them, either of Wch will be prejudiciall to us.

In my opinion, if any Indians should bring such like news,

they should be seeur’d, and if it proves true, very well re

warded ; if otherwayes, well punish’d. And when any such

news is brought by Indians, the English would doe well to tell

them, that they thanke God they neither feare the French, nor

Indians, nor both of them together: if the Indians be thus

treated, may be they will be more cautious, how they spreade

such stories abroade. This place aifordes little news, but what

Is publicke. Soe will not trouble you with it; the bearer

bemg able to informe you. This morneing one Nicholas de

Morns, haveing had eight weeks passage from England. He

bnngs Word that if not already a warr betwixte France and

Holland, there Is greate likelyhood of one; and that there is
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greater preparations in England, both by sea & land: but I

suppose you will have a better account from Boston then I

can send you from this place. Harris I heare is at London, &

bound speedily for Boston. I hope if any thing extraordinary

hapeneth your way, you will please to send it me by expresse:

if any thing hapenetl1 here, worth sending you, it shall be dis

patcht by him who is

Your loveing Friend and humble Servant,

FR: NICHOLSON.

Pray my humble service to all our friends and acquaintance

especially to our good brother Coronel Pynchyon.

To the Honoble Coronel John Allyn,

one of his Majtie8 Council att Hartford.

No. CXXXVI.

THE REVOLUTION IN conunocuour.

The following extracts from Bulkeley’s “ Will and Doom,”

and from his Letter to the Court, or Convention, of May, 1689,‘

comprise all that can now be learned of the history of the rev

olution in Connecticut.

The “ Will and Doom ” alludes to rumours which were cur

rent in the autumn and winter of 1688, of “a plot on foot in

Connecticut, as well as other parts of the countrey, to make

insurrection and subvert the Government ; ” to the “ coming

of J. F. [James Fitch,] up to Hartford, once and again, early '

in the spring, 1689, to promote an election; ” and to the evi

dences of concerted action with Massachusetts,“ J . W. [John

Winthrop ?] his going to Boston on the same account so near

about the time of Sir Edmund Andros, his apprehension ; for he

came to Boston the very day that Sir Edmund was apprehended;

his siding with the transaction, taking advice there, and busy

promoting of the Revolution here after he came back.” In

* The Pnornn’s RIGHT ro ELECTION or ALTERATION of GOVERMENT in

Gmnecticott, ARGUED In a Lnrrnn; By Gershom Bulkeley Es ; one of their Majesties

Justices of the eace In the County of Hartford. - -- -P iladelphia, Printed by

Assignes of Wi ram Bradford, Anno 1689. 4to. 18 p . This Letter was addressed

“ To the honourable Robert Treat Esq: and to the Wors ipfull James Bishop, William

Jones & James Fitch, and other the Worshipful Justices of the several Counties: and

any other whom it may concern, assembling at Hartford; To advise concernin Hold

ing of a Court of Election b Virtue of and according to the late Patent. ” t bears

date, May 8th,—the day be ore the meeting of the Convention. This rare tract (of

which the only copies known to the editor are those in the library of the British

Museum and in that of George Brinley Es ., of Hartford,) will shortly be reprinted,

in the first volume of the Conn. Historical Society’s Collections.
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some counties, some of the Justices, before the election, “ de

clared themselves out of oifice; others, in another county,

tho’ met in open sessions, would not be persuaded to do so

much as to renew licences &c., as the law required.” These

things “make it very probable that the plot was of longer

standing and of larger extent than we were aware of; ” and

that being the case, there was less occasion of surprize ‘Z that

the gentlemen in Connecticut should so easily, in the year

1689, receive encouragement by letter from England, to take

their Charter Government again, telling them, they were a

company of hens if they did not do it.”

About the time of the insurrection in Boston, “ a few fac

tious persons run to and fro in the colony’ of Connecticut, and

by their false and fraudulent stories excite some of their old

Freemen to hold an Election on the 9th of May ensueing ;~

which project was promoted very privately, but at length

spoken of more openly, yet not easily believed. , ,5 ,

The discourse of an Election beginning to grow warm, and

coming to the ears of those in authority, as a thing really

intended, some endeavour was used in the County of Hart

ford to control this irregular and preposterous motion; but

nothing could then be efl'ected, the most of them-also (who

should have been wiser,) pretending (although it appeared

afterward that they were not really of that opinion,) that Sir

E. A. being imprisoned, the government was determined.”

“One, itmay be both of the Prince of Orange’s declarations ”

had reached Connecticut.

‘ * * “Because there was no Governor or Deputy Gov

ernor to summon a General Court for Election according to

the Charter, J . F. [Capt. James Fitch,]* a Justice of the

 

it “ This James Fitch,” writes Bulkeley, in another place, “ is a corporation ca tain

(forsooth), and was a prime ringleader in the late motions.” In 1691 and 1692, apt.

Fitch wrote and published two pamphlets, justifying the resumption of charter gov

ernment: and the refutation of these “ scurrilous libels,” appears to have been a prin

cipal object of the author of ‘ Will and Doom.’ They are cited, respectively, as

“A Plain Short Discourse,” &c., and “A Little of the Much,” &c. [No copy of either

of these tracts has been discovered, thou h search has been made for them in various

ublic libraries and private collections. ' hey are mentioned here, in the hope that

By directing to them the attention of collectors, co ies of one or both may be brought

to light.] Capt. Fitch was a son of Rev. James itch, the first minister of Norwich.

He was elected an Assistant in 1681. His purchase of the Wabaquasset and Nipmug

country (see p. 150, ante,) and of other extensive tracts in New London and Windham

counties, made him one of the largest landed proprietors in the colony and proportion

ably increased his ersonal interest in the de osition of Andros,—-who paid little

regard to so-called ndian titles and accounted ndian deeds of no more value “the

scratch of a bear’s paw.” But Capt. Fitch did not require this additional incentive

to opposition to arbitrary government. His subsequent career shows him to have been

jealous, 1n the extreme, of every incroachment on popular liberty. Thirty years

ater, he was contending, as strenuousl against Gov. a tonstall and the Council, for

the rights andprivileges of the Lower ouse, as now against the usurped government

of Andros. H_is energy, self-reliance and inflexibility of pur ose, with his strong

sympathies with the cause of the people, would have quahfie him in an eminent
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Peace, - - - - travels from Dan to Beersheba to incite the Free.L

men. In one place, a constable who was bound by his oath

' well and truly to serve our Lord the King and to keep his

peace, yet convenes the Freemen for this purpose. At Hart

ford, Nathaniel Stanley and James Steel, (private men, except

that they were select men, or townsrnen as they were called,

for that town,) took on them to send out their tickets to divers

towns, and in other places other private men take order to

convene the Freemen to chuse Deputies &c., in order to an

Election. This was the summons of the General Court for

election in May 9th, 1689.”

“ When the time drew near, the Gentlemen aforesaid (and

some of the old Freemen also,) came up from several towns

to Hartford, something sooner than was usual, proposing on

the eighth of May, (the day before their intended Election,) to

hold a consultation about it: they seem’d very tender and

scrupulous, and pretended a conscientious deliberation and

debate of the lawfulness and expediency thereof, &c. - - - - -

The management and event of this debate (when it came to}

be known,) did demonstrate to us, that all this was but a pre

tence; they were resolved before hand; and the real intent

was, not to consider the lawfulness of the matter, but only to

project some way to seat themselves in their old places again.

- - - - One Justice of Peace (siding with.them,) declared, that

they were resolv’d they would have a government before they

went home, or he would spend his blood,” &c.

[It was to this meeting for consultation, May 8th, that Mr.

Bulkeley’s letter of remonstrance was addressed. See note

on page 455. He had been commissioned by Andros, as one of

the Justices of the Peace for the county of Hartford, and de

clares that it is “ only this trust reposed in him, and his real

desire for the common good,”—not any enmity to ancient

charter privileges, or ambition of retaining ofi‘ice,—“that puts

him on, very well knowing that nothing but ill will is like to

be his reward.” He proceeds, “in sense of his duty to God,

the King, yourselves, and all his Majesty’s good people here,”

to offer a few considerations with respect to the proposed Elec

ti0n,—a motion which seemed to him to be “ not only illegal,

needless and unprofitable, but indeed very criminal, dangerous

and hurtful to us.” pp. 1, 3.]

It is asserted in “Will and Doom,” that there was not only

division in this council as to the mode of effecting the restora

tion of charter government, but that “the ringleaders of the
 

diefiee for a popular leader, had it not been for his occasional rashness and the violence

0 1s opposition to men or measures that ‘interfered with the accomplishment of

his objects.

58



458 APPENDIX.

faction,” or immediate representatives of the popular move

ment, were violently opposed to any course of proceeding

which would reinstate the old magistrates in oflice without

recourse to a new election: and that their influence had so far

prevailed with the freemen, “ that many of them at least were

resolv’d that (if possible,) those Gentlemen aforesaid should

be blanked.“ “The Gentlemen on the other hand were too

willing to an election, but not willing to be cast off, but had

rather oppose the election, and so (no doubt) would have

done, and have nominated the then present governmentfi if

no trick could have been found to prevent that; this therefore

was the difliculty, which was not determined till the next

morning.

“ The Freemen then at Hartford, waiting the issue of the

consultation, and perceiving some difficulty or other did arise

upon the debate (tho’ they knew not what it was,) sent to the

Gentlemen to let ’em know that they waited for their advice,

and if they would please to give ’em their advice, they would

submit to it and follow it, whatever it were; and one Minister

there present told them, that if it were thought not to be advi

sable to proceed, he would undertake for his people, and go his

way home and improve his interest to the utmost to content

them.

“Hereupon the hot headed ringleaders (present in the con

sultation) perceiving the Freemen to be capable of good coun

sel, and the Gentlemen under a temptation to give it them,

and so fearing a total disappointment by provoking the Gen

- tlemen to oppose the Election,” consented to a_ middle course,

leaving the manner of elfecting the change of government to

the vote of the Freemen themselves.

“ And for this end 3 propositions were drawn up, to be made

to the Freemen at the time of Election, to this effect, viz:

1st. Whether they would that those in place and power

 

=1‘ In the election ofassistants, each person nominated was voted for separately, every

freeman putting in “a pa er with some writing for election, or a white paper for a

blank,” which was counte against the candidate. -

T Whereby ‘Mr. Bulkelev and the other new justices commissioned by Andros, would

have been continued in ofiiee. This was the course which he had urged the Conven

tion to ado t, in the Letter before mentioned; that “instead of moving towards an

election,” t e Jud es and Justices should “unanimously declare, that they will main

tain and exercise t e government (in their degree,) according to their commissions, in

conformity to the laws” of England, until such time as a sufiicient warrant should

come from the Crown, for other orders. (p. 12.) The accuracy of Mr. Bulkeley’s

report of a consultation at which he was not present and the nature of which was not

known to the freemen who stood without, waiting its issue, (as he subsequently states,)

maybe reasonably nestioned. That there were differences of opinion among the

magistrates and the Ieaders of the revolution as to the best mode of attaining the end

proposed, it is easy to believe; but that they made their own continuance in ofi'ice a

condition of assenting to a chan e in the form of government, as the author of ‘Will

and Doom’ asserts is too improba le to be credited on his unsupported testimony.
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when Sir E. A. took the government should resume their place

and power as they were then ; or

2dly. Whether they would continue the present Govern-.

ment; or

8d. Whether they would choose a Committee of Safety.

The last of these was a mere Chimwra ; no man knew what_

to make of it, or what to do with it.”* - - - - -

“ And now the Gentlemen fall in and promote the Election

inpthe way of these propositions.

“ The time of the election being come, after the usual solem

nity of a Sermon, (the more is the pity that the name of God

must be so taken in vain, and religion made a cloak of sedi

tion,) some preliminary discourse past upon the present

occasion. - - -

“ Divers of the Freemen who were present personally and

openly declared against this proceeding and Election as illegal

and irregular. - - - - Others of ’em came only as spectators.

- - - The rest, (a small party in comparison of the body of

Freemen) were drawn together in the greeni (sub dio) to

hear the propositions read, which were accordingly read to

them.

“ Little or nothing was said to the 2d or 3d, but the first made

a great uproar and tumult among ’em. Should they put

them in place again who had betrayed the. Government

before ‘B1: N0! they would never do it. Yet this only was put

to the vote pro and con, by the lifting up of hands, and some

credible persons have asserted that upon good observation

made by them, being present, the negative vote was clearly

the major vote. But the other party (who were for the afiir

mative) would not be so satisfied. Hereupon, (particular

interest watching its seasons,) they were drawn into the house

to vote again upon the first Proposition, by papers.” - - _ -

At the second trial, some freemen refusing to act further, and
 

* This was the course adopted by the freemen of Massachusetts: a mistaken policy,

as it proved, to which Increase Mather attributed the loss of the charter and the re

duction of Massachusetts to a province of the crown. (See Extract from Mather’s

“ Brief Account,” &c., in note to No. CXXXVIII.)

T “The Green ” was the open ground about the meeting house, near where the State

House now stands. _

1 “ Some I know reflect hard upon them for giving up the former Government;

much like those that reflect upon old father Adam ; but I will so far apologize for them

as to desire you to reflect upon yourselves, for have you already forgotten that you (I

mean the people) were divided in our opinions; many grudged at the charge of that

affaire, — - - - others were so a raid of bein annexed to Ymlce, that they thought

it the best way to submit without more adoe, so t at they might be annexed to the Bay.

Surely you cannot forget these things, by which (comeing from the people by their

Deputyes) it is reasonable to think that the Generall Assembly was moved to make

that submission to the King; - - - and it is possible, that if those who reflect so hard

upon them had been under the same circumstances, they would have done the same

thing or worse.” (The People’s Right to Election, &c., pp. 9, 10.)
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others supposing that the choice was only of temporary oili

cers, to constitute a Court or Session for a regular Election,

"‘ it was said that the aflirmative votes carried it; which being

published, immediately upon this Election of ’em in the lump,

oaths were administered for the year ensuing, without any

further choice, in several, as was expected.”

In a subsequent portion of the volume, the author inciden

tally quotes a characteristic remark made by Gov. Treat, in

October, 1690, which is well worthy of preservation. In a

trial before the Court of Assistants, the defendant pleaded to

the jurisdiction, and ‘challenged the authority of the court and

of the existing government under which it was constituted.

Gov. Treat declared, “ that the People had puthim in, and he

had ventured all he had above his shoulders on this account,

and therefore he would maintain it.”

Arguing that the Revolution was the unauthorized act of

individuals, not that of the Governor and Company in their

corporate capacity, and so without legal force, the author

asks,—

“By whom was the Charter or its Government restored?

What! by James Fitch, Nathaniel Stanley and James Steel,

and such like private men ?” .

The allusion to Secretary Allyn as “antesignanas in the

Revolution, and as the “ dictator” who “ could easily influence

the Court with his gloss and move them to speak in his dia

lect,” has been elsewhere noticed.

N0. CXXXVII.

CAPT. JONATHAN BULL,S REPORT FROM ALBANY.

[War H. 6.]

Being sent by the Honrd Collo11 Allyn to Fourt Albany to

enquire how matters stand between them of Albany & the

Indiens Maquaes & Ciniquas, &c.—

Coming to Albany Saterday the 18th of May, 1689 ; In the

first place I repaired to the mayor of the citty, delivered him a

leter fro Colloll Allyn, fro thence went with the mayor att his

desier, up to his councell, whoe were then met togeather,

where was maior Baxter, the maiestrats & aldermen, whoe

were inquisatiue for nues. I tolde them wt I thought con

uenient of tranceactions here, & wt we had fr6 other parts,

The mayor urging hard for more nues, I tolde him I made no

doutbut he had seen, at least, the substance of Wt colde be
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tolde him, in printed papers, both as to foren nues and trance

actions at Boston. His answer was yt he neauer see any of

them, but haueing an intimation befor by som considerable

men on this side the Riuer yt the mayor & his councell were

uery studious to keep all intiligence fro the people, I thought

it not conuenient to giue the printed papers into his hands

least thay sholde be kept both fro me & the people, but first

gaue Capt Bleaker a sight of them ; the mayor coming just as

he began to read them, seemed to be disgusted yt he had not

the first sight of them; I tolde him I did not think it conuen

ient to shew them while Maior Baxter was preasent: he read

them and said it was not conuenient yt the people sholde see

them for it wolde make them run all madd. I answerd, yt I

thought he did not consult his owne interest in goeing about

to hide yt fro the people yt was so publick, for yt it must needs

worke in them a gelosie of his faithfullness to them ; & also

of them yt were actiue with him in so doing ; in y‘ it was very

proper y'= all good Christian protistants should be acquainted

with these things ; to which he answered litle, but seemingly

went away satisfied. The next day being the Saboth the

mayor sent to me for the papers which I readyly sent to him,

& in the euening diseorsing with diuers gentlemen of the citty,

who being earnest for nues, I tdlde them I sholde not he want

ing to impart wt news I had to them, but the papers yt I

brought had lent them to the mayor. One of them reply’d yt

he inquier’d of the mayor since noone & he said he had not

heard nor seen any papers, & yt there was none corn, where

upon they concluded they sholde neauer see them. I in

formed them the substance as neer as I colde, & also yt thay

sholde haue a sight of them to morow, at which they seemed

much tranceported, and vowed there shold be no Roman

Catholick in the Castle twelue hours longer; their zeall grow

ing higher and higher for purgeing all places of & disarming

all Papists. Maior Baxter hearing of this gaue out yt he

wolde be gon in 3 or 4 days, & accordingly did; after which

som of the miletary officers informed me yt now thay had

taken the charg of the castle & all the keys into their owne

hands, and kept 25 men of the towne to waeh & ward in the

Fourt, day and night, att which the people were much satis

fied. I was then speakeing of returning home, but the mayor

& diuers others aduised me to stay and hear the result of

the Makques sachems of their buysnes, whome they ecspected

eauery day: but weary of waiting, I went up toward the

Makques country, ecspecting to meet them & with all to se &

know wt posture the Duch were att Skenecteda & up yt

Riuer, whoe I.found much rejoyst with the nues yt was
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brought, & free fr6 feares of enemies, concludeing y‘L all the

five nations of Indiens aboue them are & will be true to their

league with the Christians. Returning again to Albany, the

Maquaes were ready to make their propositions in the Court

house, with a present of Beauer and other firs, as I judged to

the value of twenty pounds or more, which they brought and

layed doune in the house, and haueing chose their speaker, he

began, riseing up with two or thre beauer in his hands, the

rest all silent, not one word to be heard fr6 them all the while.

The speaker spoke as foloweth, being the 24"‘ May, 1689.

1. Breatheren, we are now com as our grandfathers used to

doe, to renew our vnity & freindship and couenant made be

twen us & you.

2. We desier yt this house being the couenant & proposition

house, may be kept clean, yt is, yt we may keep a clean, single,

not a doubleheart.

3. We do renue the former couenant or chain yt has been

made between us & you, yt is to say, New England, Vergenia,

Mereland, & all these parts of America, yt it may be kept

bright on eauery side, yt it may not rust nor be forgot.

4. We are heartyly sory to hear of Christian blud shed by

those ill minded Indiens to the eastward. We now present

this guift, as our Indien maner is, to wipe the tears fro the

eyes &-the blud of the relations of those yt haue lost freinds

by those ill minded men.

5. Let the tree of love & unity, unity & commerce, grow &

fiurish & the roots spread & branch forth through all our

seauerall dominions to stand so fast so yt none can moue it, so

yt we may all line under the shade of this tree so yt the sun

of discord & quareling may not scorch & wound us. ~

6. We haue heard yt there has been seauerall imbassages

from you to Cannady this last year yt we could not be aquaint

ed with. We do all publickly aboue borde & we desier yt you

will do so also.

We heard y? the eastward Indiens came where som of our

men were a hunting desierous to speak with us, but we refused

to haue any disoorse with them but warned them to be gon,

so yt thay came not near our fourts but went as they com.

7. We intend a meeting of the cheif of our fiue nations in a

little time at Onnodado, there further to consider of publick

affairs & desier yt you will send som person fr6 you to hear

Wt we shall confer of, and also som of the Riuer Indiens if

thay se caus; their meeting cheifly to consider what answer

to giue the French whoe had often sent to them to speak with

them.

This last proposition, when the sachems heard how maters
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were circomstanced, & wt nues was com to hand, thay seem to

be glad & reioyce at wt thay heard & wholly layd aside their

intended meeting, promising nether to speak with the French

nor hear the French speak to them.

The Acot writen on the other side being the substance of wt

Imet with at Albany: only I was informd by som of the Duch

there, yt the Maques wolde be uery willing if desiered to goe

against the Indiens to the eastward.

p JONATHAN BULL.‘

Dated in Hartford, June 1‘, 1689. '

N0. CXXXVIII.

ADDRESS TO THE KING (WILLIAM 111.), JUNE 13, 1689.

[For. Correspondence, I. 38.]

To the King’s most excellent Majesty:

The Humble Addresse of‘ your Majestie’s dutifull & loyall

subjects, ye Governr and Company of your Majestie’s Colony

of Conecticot in New England.

Great Sr. Great was that day when ye Lord who sitteth

upon y6 floods and sitteth King forever did divide his and your

adversaries from one another like ye waters of Jordan forced

to stand upon an heap, and did begin to magnifie you like

Joshua in ye sight of all Israel, by those great actions that were

so much for ye honour of God and yE great deliverance of ye

English dominions from popery and slavery, and all this sepa

rated from those sorrowes that usually attend ye introducing

of a'peaceable settlement in any troubled state; all which doth

affect vs with a sense of our duty to return ye highest praises

unto ye King of Kings and Lord of Hosts, and blesse Him who

hath delighted in you to set you on yB throne of His Israell,

and to say, Because ye Lord loved Israell forever therefore hath

he made you King, to do Justice and Judgement; and also

humble and hearty acknowledgements for that great zeal that

by your Majesty hath been expressed, in those hazards you

have put your Royall Person to, and in ye expense of so great

treasure in ye defense of ye Protestant interest: In yB consid

 

* “ Since Albany was more eminently exposed to danger and the divided state of

New York Government made the danger greater, and to secure the Fiue Nations of

Indians to the English interest, we, 1st, sent Captn Bull with Boston agents to joyne

with those of Albany to renew the league & made the Nations a present, which had

the desired effect: 2d, At the instance of the Albanians and Five Nations, we sent

Captn Bull with a company who posted at Albany many moneths, and was there

when Schenektegee was taken, wher som of his men were lost." (“A briefe Nara

tive" &c~in War, II. 179.)
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eration of all which, we your Majestie’s dutifull and loyall

subjects of your sGI Colony, are incouraged humbly to intimate

that we with much favour obtained a Charter of King Charles

ye 2d of happy memory, bearing date Aprill 23, 1662, in ye

14th year of his reign, granted to the Governr and Company

of his Majestie’s Colony of Conecticot, ye advantages and priv

eledges whereof made us indeed a very happy people; and by

y8 blessing of God upon our endeavours we have made a con

siderable improvement of your dominions here, which with ye

defense of ourselves from y9 force of both forraign & intestine

enemies has cost vs much expence of treasure & blood; yet in

ye 2d year of ye reign of his Late Majesty King James ye 2d

we had a Quo Warranto served upon us by Edw: Randolph,

requiring our appearance before his Majesties Courts in Eng

land ; and altho ye time of our appearance was elapsed before

ye serving ye sd Quo Warranto, yet we humbly petitioned his

Majesty for his favour and ye continuance of our charter with

y@ priveledges thereof; but we received no other favour but a

2d Quo Warranto; and we well observing that ye charter of

London and other considerable cities in England were con

demned, and that ye charter of yE Massachusets had vndergon

y8 like fate, plainly saw what we might expect: yet we not

judging it good or lawfull to be active in surrendering what

had cost us so dear, nor to be altogether silent, we improved

an attourney to appear on our behalf and to present our

humble Addresse to his Majesty to entreat his fauour. But

quickly upon it (as S‘ Edmond Andros informed us) he was

impowered by his Majesty to receive y‘E surrender of our char

ter, if we saw meet so to do, and also to take us under his

government. Also Col: Tho: Dongan, his Majesties governr

of New Yorke, laboured to gain us over to his government.

We withstood all these motions and in our reiterated Adresses

we petitioned his Majesty to continue vs in ye full and free

enjoyment of our liberties and properties, civill and sacred

according to our charter: we also petitioned that if his Majesty

should not see meet to continue vs as we were but was resolved

to annex vs to some other governmt,”’ we then. desired that

(inasmuch as Boston had been our old correspondents and a

people whose principles and manners we had been acquainted

with), we might be annexed rather to Sr Edmund Androsse

his government then to Col. Dongan’s; which choice of ours

 

=1‘ This address appears to have disturbed the equanimity of the author of ‘Will

and l?o0m_,’ almost as much as did the Revolution itself. He inserts it at length, and

criticises it paragraph by paragraph. At this place, he remarks; “ We do not easily

beheve they used such anguage to Kin James, viz‘, “if your Majty be resolved to

grmea: us,” §zc. but take it to be onl t e Dictator-’s paraphrase, who could easily

mfluence this Court with his gloss an move them to speak in his dialect.”
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was taken for a resignation of our Government, tho that was

never intended by us for such, nor had it ye formalityes in law

to make it a resignation as we humbly conceive. Yet Sr Edm:

Andros was commissionated by his Majesty to take us vnder

his government. Pursuant to which,_about ye end of October,

1687, he with a company of Gentlemen and Granadeers to ye

number of sixty or upwards came to Hartford (ye chief seat of

this Government) caused his commission to be read and de

clared our government to be dissolved, and put into corhission

both civill and military officers thro out our Colony as he

pleased when he passed thro ye principall parts thereof. Ye

good people of ye colony, tho they were vnder a great sense of

ye injuries they sustained hereby, yet chose rather to be silent

and patient then to oppose, being indeed surprised into an

involuntary submission to an arbitrary power; but when ye

government we were thus put vnder seemed to us to be deter

mined, and we being in dayly hazard"‘ of those many inconven

iences that will arise from a people in want of government,

being also in continuall danger of our lives by reason of ye

natives being at war with us, with whom we had just fears of

our neighbouring French to joyn, not receiving any orders or

directions what methods to take for our security, we were

necessitated to put ourselves into some form of government;

and there being none so familiar to us as that of our charter,

nor what we could make so effectuall for ye gaining ye vniver

sall complyance of ye people, and having never received any

intimation of an enrollment of that which was interpreted a

resignation of our charter, we have presumed by ye consent

of ye major part of ye freemen assembled for that end, May

9th, 1689, to resume our government according to ye rules of

our charter, and this to continue till farther order. Yet as we

have thus presumed to dispose ourselves not waiting orders

from your Majesty, we humbly submit ourselves herein, in

treating your Majesties most gracious pardon, and that what

our urgent necessityes have put vs vpon may no wayes inter

rupt your Majesties grace and favour towards us your most

humble and .dutifu11 subjects,T but that in your clemency you

 

#6 ‘ Fear,’ interlined.

T It was this portion of the Address, probably, which Mr. Whitin , thé colony’s

Agent, objected to as “ ernicious both to Connecticut and the rest 0 the country.”

See his letter, No. CXLI , past. Increase Mather, who was then in England petition

ing for the restoration of the old charter of Massachusetts, attributed his want of suc

cess, to similar admissions in the Address from that Colony to the King. “ Had they

at the time of the Revolution, entered u on the full eacercwe of their old chartar-g0v

ernment, and then humbly signified to t e King that they had so done, and that they

were persuaded His Majesty, who declared, when Prince of Orange, that Charters and

Ancient Priviledges should be restored to the English Nation in general, would not be

offended at them on the account of their adhering to what was t 1eir undoubted right;

wise men are of opinion that they might have gone on without disturbance.” . . . . .

-59
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would be pleased to grant us such directions as to your princely

wisdome may seam meet, with such ratifications and confirm

ations of our charter, in y3 full and free enjoymt of all our

properties, priveledges and liberties both civill and sacred as

therein granted to us”‘ by your Royall predecessor, King

Charles ye 2d, which may yet farther ensure it an inheritance

to us and our posterities after vs, with what farther grace and

favour your Royall and enlarged heart may be moved to confer

upon us, which we trust we shall not forget nor be unprofitable

under, but as we have this day, with ye greatest expressions of

joy, proclaimed your Majesty and Royall Consort, King and

Queen of England, France and Ireland, with ye dominions

thereto belonging, so we shall ever pray that God would grant

your Majesties long to live and prosperously to reigne over all

your dominions, and that great and happy worke you have

begun may be prospered here and graciously rewarded with a

orowne of glory hereafter.

Rost TREAT, Govt

p order of the Generall Court of Conecticut, signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secry.

 

No. CXXXIX.

CAPT. JACOB LEISLER TO MAJOR NATHAN GOLD.

[War, II. 8.]

A 1689 y6 7 June in N. Yorke.

Mess! Nathn Gold.

Sir, yours of the 5 of Instand is come saef to my hand

wherein I understand your autoryse our action in securing

the fort wich we gat in our possesion the Last of May, god be

tankt, without blod shed but ye governr a'nd Councell with

all there Createurs haue use all the maens inmaginable to

discourage all the well maendet habitants so that in 2: days

half of the People where afraid and specialy my Compagni

ware the work with all the art inmaginable for to divert them

 

“ But in an Address to the King, they assure his Majesty, That they had not entered

-upon the full exercise of their c mrter-government ,- but that not having received direc

tions from England, which they hnmbl waited for, they entered upon the Govermnent

for the preservation ofpeace, until we time as they should receive an orderly settlement

from England,” &c. . . . When wise men in London saw this: Will you (said they)

who are Agents for the Massachusetts Colony, refuse to submit to a settlement of

your Government from England, when your principals have si nified to the King that

they Will do 1t? ” &c. (“ Brief Account concerning several 0 the Agents of N. Eng

land” &c. London, 1691.)

it “ We do not know of any clause in the Charter that gave them any sacred liber

tys and propertys. They and we are beholden to the act of Parliament for these

libertys. _* We know very well who drew u this Address: this is a sly, in

croac ing 1nsmuation,et latet anguis in hac herba.” ill and Doom.
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but the 2 June at night I enterd in ye fort to ye gard with

aboute 50 men aboute 30 men absented themselfs for faer they

lett me enter without any condition for hoes account. In the

morning the- 3: I had news of 3 Ships comming within

the sand point whereupon I alarmed the towne and gatt the

train Band in the fort and acquainted them upon watt account

I garded the fort and tender them the Inclosed writing

which was seigned by six, Capt= and aboute 400 mens ho seems

all to be animosly agreed to the preservation of the Protest

ant Religion and the fort for the present Protestant power

that now raigns in England which does not jett putt the laet

governr and his 3 counsels out of hoop to romaine raigning

still. I ame informed the intend to send one a purpose for

England to act against use. We send to his Majeste one adres

with y8 Inclosed seigned by the severall Capt“ and Inhabitants.

I am now ferry Busey and cane not inlarge only I advise that

by ye first, Commites ma be chosen and one trusted man send

to procure in England some Privilleges. I wish we ma have

parte in your Charter, being as I onderstand in the Latitude.

If posible I could be informed of the said Charter and Prev

iledges it would be grate satisfaction. I tank your in behalf

of all that ried yours, for all your Broderly Lofe and Kaind

ness and fully accept of itt and after respekt I recommaend

you and us all in the Protection of the almighty god and Re

maine, Ser, -

Your most humble Servant,

JACOB Lmsnnn.

I refare me selbst to the Barer

about the gratt Borden the Inhab

itans have En it is in faver ofl‘ the

hell Contre. JACOB Lmsnnn.

No. OXL.

THE GENERAL COURT TO CAPT. LEISLER.

[War, H. 7.]

Hartford, June 13, 1689.

Honorul Gent":

We haue heard that upon waighty considerations, in a dec

laration of yours dated 31 of May last past, you have attacked

the Forte in N. Yorke and taken possession thereof to keep it

in your hands for the defence of your citty, the protestant

religion and people in those partes, and for his Maties service.

We haue allso seen a writing you have published wherein you
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- declare-that upon the arriuall of any orders from His High

armes and ammunition thereto belonging &e.

nesse the Prince of Orang, now King of England &c., you will

deliuer up the sayd Forte to his order wth all the artillery,

Gent", considering what you haue don we doe aduise that

you keep the Forte tenable and well manned for the defence

of the protestant religion and those ends aboue mentioned and

that you suffer no roman catholick to enter the same armed or

without armes, and that no romish catholick be suffered to

keep armes wthin your goverment or citty, and that those

whoe shall be betrusted with the goverment or command of

your forte be trusty persons whome you may confide in.

And that we may know your p'sent state and what may be

necessary for vs to contribute towards your welfare, we haue

appoynted the Honord Major Nathan Gold and Captn James

Fitch Esqr to giue you a vissit and to giue there best aduiee

to you in any thing wherein they may be helpfull to you, and

we desire that you will be pleased to give them full eredens in

what they shall haue reason to discourse with you about, and

that you giue them a full accot of yIr affayres.

Gent", we shall not enlarge, but wth 0r hearty desires of

your welfare and prsentation of 0' best respects, We bid you

farewell, and are your assured friends,

The Generall Court of Conneeticot,

p their order signed,

JOHN ALLYN, Secretry.

These for the Honord Captll Jacob Leisler

& the rest of the Captnil in New York,

this dd.

 

No. CXLI.

GOV. BRADSTREET AND THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO

THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL OF CONNECTICUT.

[Miscell., I. 49.]

Boston, 3d August, 1689.

Honoble Gent“: In addition to all the troubles and dis

tresses have befal’n us since the Revolution of the Govern

ment, by the outrages of the heathen upon or neighbours and

friends in the eastern parts and other difficulties wee have met

withall, the intelligence received this day of Sr Edmund

Andros his escape from the Castle,* hath added no little to the

*2‘ Sir Edmund, his servant having enticed the centinel to drink, and then to suifer

him to be upon guard in his stead, escaped from the castle, and went to Rhode Island,

where Major Sanford sto ped him, and sent him back to the castle again.” Hutchin

aon’e Hist. L892. See oc. Bel. to N. York, III. 614, 615, 617.
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great disquietand disturbance ofthe people here, who are exceed

ingly concerned thereat, and all care is taken to make search

for Sr Edmund both by water and land, the people being very _

ready and diligent in that matter. And it was thought need

full to post away the ‘advice and intelligence thereof unto yoIr

selves, not knowing which way he is gone or by what meanes,

but doubtless hapened by treachery of some of the souldiers

upon the guard, that such measures may be taken as are need

' full.

The Letter from the Councill forwarded unto you now more

than a fortnight since, its hoped is come safe to yor hand, and

that you have advised upon the matters therein offered to yor

consideration, and that wee shall speedily receive yor answer

and see some Gentlemen from yor parts here to consult and

advise of what is behoofull for the publique at such a time in

this present conjuncture of affaires, and the growing inso

lencys of the heathen likely to overrun the eastern parts and

make farther incursions into the country, unless some speedy

course be taken to suppress them. Wishing you all prosperity,

begg your prayers for us and take leave to subscribe

Gent“, Yor assured Friend & faithfull servant,

[S. BRA1)s'rBEE'r.]"

By consent & approbation of the Councill,

Isit Annmoron, Secfy.

Please to dispatch and forward away the inclosed with all

speed.

For The Honorable John Alleyn Secretary

of the Colony of Connecticott to be

forthwith eorhunicated to the Governour

and Council, These.

Hast Post Hast, For their Majesties service.

 

No. CXLII.

WILLIAM WHITING TO GOVERNOR TREAT.

[For. Corresp. 11. 16.]

London, the 12th August, 1689.

Honrd SF: I have yo" and Gen11 Court’s of ye 13th June

last, wth the inclosed Adress to his Majty, which I have not

delivered, but lodged with a Gentlemn for yoIr service. There

 

* The signature has been torn ofl‘.
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are severll passages in it towards the close of it, that are per

nitious both to yorselves and the rest of the country, therfor

by councell (Wth whom you ordr me to advize) I am per

swaded not to deliver it, but another Adress by word of mouth

hath been made in yor behalf, wch was well recd. As to ap

pearing as yor Attorney, I must absolutely refuse it ; there is

nothing to be done at Court without money, and my acquaint

ance andinterest there is gon, and no new is to be made with

out it, wch you doe not supply me with; and I am now too old to

turn Courtier, and cannot follow busyness so close as I could

formerly : besydes yor Collony owes me money that I have

disbursed for them, wch amounts to 5 or 6“, I cafiot exactly

tell, having not yet taken upp the sollioitors’ bill, for fees and

getting a coppy of yor Charter attested, wch was made use of

at the Councill board in a plea before them, where it was

asserted that there was neither record of surrender or judgemt

against yor Charter, and was acknowledged by the late Attor

ney Gen11 and Mr. Blaythwait that there was not any ; so sup

pose yor Charter to be good. As for an Attorney, we here

think Sr Henry Ashurst to be a proper person for it, who is

allready intrustcd by yor neighbour Collonyes; and it may

not be improper to employ the same person for the Vnited

Gollonyes, where the interest is the same, though at present

there be some different circumstances: it is easyto agree to

yor proportion of charges, and a supply of money must be

made, otherwise yor busyness will not be done. I shall not

add further, but refer you to Mr. Mather who can fully

informe you; and with all due respects to yorself and the rest

of the members of the Gen11 Court, take leave and am,

Honrd S’, Yor very humble Serv‘,

- Wm Wnrrnvo.

To Robert Treat Esq‘.

These. In Hartford.
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The acts and proceedings of the Commissioners of the United Colonies of New

England, transcribed from the original minutes attested by their signatures, were

“ at large set down in the books of their records, whereof every colony had one.”

Winth. Jour. II., 246. Two, only of these copies are preserved,—that of Connecti

cut, and that which formerly belonged to Plymouth colony, now in the Secretary’s

office of Massachusetts. The latter was copied by Mr. Hazard, for publication in

his second volume of State Papers, in 1794, and is soon to be again published,

(as a. portion of the Plymouth colony records,) by authority of the State of

Massachusetts. The Connecticut copy is in good preservation. Its collation

with such of the original minutes as have been preserved, attests its general accu

racy; and it comprises the records of several meetings of the commissioners which

are omitted from the Plymouth copy ; namely, the informal meeting at Plymouth,

September, 1652 ; the special meeting at Hartford, August, 1673 ; meetings at

Hartford, Se tember, 1678; at Boston, August, 1679; and at Hartford, Septem

ber, l684. f these, only the three last mentioned fall within the period com

prised in this volume ; but it has been thought best to insert, with them, the records

of the earlier meetings not found in the Plymouth copy or published by Mr. Haz

ard; and to incorporate such letters and reports, belonging to the files of the

Commissioners, as are preserved in the Connecticut archives.

In transcribing for publication, it has not seemed advisable to retain the Ortho

graphic peculiarities, contractions, &c., of the manuscript record, which is itself a

copy, by various hands, of original minutes few of which are now preserved.



RECORDS OF THE UNITED COLONIES.

At New Plymouth the 2d day of September, 1652, being the

first Thursday of the said month, and the day appointed

by the Articles of Confederation for the yearly meeting of

the Commissioners of the United Colonies :—

There appeared Mr. Simon Bradstreete and Capt. Will.

Hathorne, commissioners for the jurisdiction of the Massachu~

setts; Will. Bradford Esq., commissioner for the jurisdiction

of New Plymouth; Roger Ludlow Esq., and Capt. John Cul

lick, commissioners for the jurisdiction of Connecticut; all

invested with full power and authority from their several

General Courts, accordingto the articles of confederation for

the United Colonies of New England, concluded at Boston, the

19th of May [1643 ;] but none of the other commissioners ap

pearing, the meeting, as some of us conceive, was frustrate.

Some other of the commissioners conceive that according

to former precedents, and'for some other reasons, the meeting

might have gone on as formerly, viz.—Will. Bradford, John

Cullick, John Astwood.

Upon the 3d of September, at night, appeared Mr. John

Browne, the other commissioner for Plymouth, (who alleged

he was so troubled with the tooth-ache that he could not come

sooner, if he might have had all Plymouth,) and Capt. John

Astwood, one of the commissioners for the jurisdiction of New

Haven, (who alleged that he set out from New Haven the

Thursday seven-night before the day of meeting, at two of the

clock in the afternoon, and did his uttermost endeavor to be

here at the day appointed; but fell short, as aforesaid.) Where

upon it was again taken into consideration whether the meeting

might not be holden; but upon serious debate, it was con

cluded by some in the negative, that we could not proceed.

Their reasons alleged were,—

60
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First, Because the day appointed by the Articles of Con

federation» was past. ' ,

Secondly, Because the number of commissioners that by the

said articles are yearly to meet, were not complete, nor like

to be, this meeting.

Thirdly, Because of the great danger and prejudice that in

after times may befall some one or more of the jurisdictions, by

making such a precedent and acting according thereunto.

Fourthly, Because we see not that any act or conclusion of

sucha meeting can, in a strictness, oblige any of the jurisdic

tions further than they please.

Fifthly, Because there did not appear any such matter of

moment as the neglect whereof might hazard the peace or

welfare of all or any of the Colonies, and so im-bolden us to

presume upon .the good liking and approbation of the several

General Courts, in holding such a meeting.

Yet forasmuch as there were several complaints brought to

us from several Sachems of the Narragansetts and others, in

forming one against another; we gave them the best direction

and advise we could, for the preservation of the common peace

and safety of the colonies, which we hope will be effectual to

that end; and referred their further hearing to the next meet

ing of the Commissioners, where the parties complained of

might be present who now are absent.

And whereas there were letters presented from the Corpo

ration in England that required answer by the first opportu

nity, we thought meet and advised, that such commissioners

as shall meet at Boston, in their return from hence, do per

fect the accounts with Mr. Rawson, as also receive Mr. Eliot’s

accounts, and send them, with such a letter as they shall think

meet, to Mr. Winslow, to be communicated to the Corpora

tion there; keeping copies thereof. And it is left to the com

missioners er the Massachusetts to give order for the sale or

disposal of such goods as will not keep without damage, for

the benefit of the Indians ; and to do therein, as near as they

can, according to the intent of the donors and mind of the

Commissioners.

The complaints of the Indians are as followeth :—

1. Awashawe, a Narragansett Indian belonging to Ninigrett,

complained that Uncas his brother robbed Ninigrett’s men, and

some other of the Sachems’ men of Narragansett, and took

from them much goods, trays, pots, pans &c., so many as they

cannot name.

2. Secondly, that a Narragansett Indian belonging to Nini

grett, travelling from Connecticut to the Narragansetts, three

of Uncas his brother’s men met him and killed him.
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3. Thirdly, that four of Uncas his men came to Niantecutt

about three years since and killed a woman, and the Narra

gansetts in their pursuit of them killed one of his men.

4. Fourthly, they complain that the Coissett Indians, Pum

ham &c. carry themselves proudly towards Ninigrett, and refus

eth to mourn for thedeath oftheir princes; and that Pumham’s

wife’s brother stabbed one of Ninigrett’s men, with a knife.

5. Fifthly, they complain that Uncas put to death their

sachem, after he had taken a ransom for his life ; and that the

Commissioners promised them that their proof should be heard

at any time after they had paid their wampum.

6. Sixthly, that some of their chief men are gone to

Ossamequin, and that Ninigrett intends to fetch them, lest

they there plot evil against him.

7. Seventhly, that Ninigrett bought a great mastifl‘ dog of

Robert Cole, and gave him forty shillings for him, besides

other charges that he was at about him; which dog after

ward ran home to Robert Cole, who killed the said dog.

Ninigrett therefore requires the forty shillings of the said Cole.

The Commissioners answered to the complaints of Awas

hawe and the other Narragansett Indians, as followeth :

That we are ready to do them justice, upon due proof of any

wrong or injury done them ; but it is not the manner of the

English to determine any thing without hearing both parties ;

and therefore their three first complaints must be left to the

next meeting of the Commissioners, where Uncas may have

notice to be present ; who also hath several complaints against

the Narragansetts.

Fourthly. Concerning the Coissett Indians, we answer that

Pomham and Sacanoco &c. have submitted themselves to the

government of the Massachusetts, and we know not any tribute

or subjection that they owe to the Narragansetts, nor that they

ought to mourn for the death of any of their Sachems without

they please; and for that of Pomham’s wife’s brother, it may

be considered at the next meeting of the Commissioners.

Fifthly. Concerning the ransom they mention of their dead

Sachem, it was heard and ended at Hartford, eight years since ;

and if they had had any further proof, they should have

brought it sooner. '

Sixthly. Concerning the notice they gave of their intention

to fetch their men from Ossamequin, the Commissioners are

offended at their presumptious resolution, it being contrary to

the articles of agreement betwixt the English and.them, at

Boston, the 28th of the 5th month, 1645, whichbindsthem to

advise with the Commissioners, and not do anything that may

disturb the peace without the counsel and allowance of the
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said Commissioners ; and therefore the Commissioners do for

bid any such proceedings as they intimate, at their peril.

Further, the Commissioners will be ready and willing, at their

next meeting, when they may speak with Ossamequin, to in

quire into the case, and do them justice.

Seventhly. Concerning the dog killed by Robert Coale,

being informed by Mr. Browne of the truth of their complaint,

we will write to Coale to return the forty shillings to Ninigrett.

Awashawe, a Narragansett Indian, with others, of their own

accord appeared at Plymouth, who declared to the Commis

sioners that they had brought Pemumbans, a Pequot Indian,

whom they accused for being hired by Uncas to poison Nini

grett, having cut off two of his fingers, and alleged they had

some English proof that he confessed it before them; who being

examined in all the particulars, the Commissioners gave their.

answer, by Thomas Stanton, as followeth:——

If the Narragansetts could have proved that which they

charge him with, we should not think the cutting ofl' his fingers

too great a punishment; but forasmuch as he denieth all the

particulars that he is charged with, or that he ever confessed

any such things as are testified against him which might make

him culpable, but that the interpreters did wholly mistake

him; afi‘irming he only said that a Powawe going with him,

upon the way told him that Uncas and three others had hired

the said Powawe to kill Ninigrett, and asked him if he would

go along with him; which at last he told them he would; but

went that night only to the place where his wife was, where

he was apprehended by Ninigrett; the said Pe'mumbans deny

ing that he was to have had any recompense, or had any

poison or other like materials taken with him or in his keeping,

but another Indian received it of the Powawe, (as the said

Indian himself before us confessed,) and carried it to Nini

grett, which said Indian was Pemumban’s only accuser. We

therefore see no cause, in regard of any thing proved before us,

for the punishment already inflicted; and if the Narragansetts

should proceed to any further punishment, without better

proof than yet appears, the Commissioners will be offended,

and account it a breach of covenant; and for the present we see

no cause but that the said Pemumbans should be set at liberty.

Whereas we were informed by Chekanoe, an Indian of

Meuhansick Island, on the behalf of the Indians inhabiting

the said island, that they are disturbed in their possession by

Capt. Middleton and his agents, upon pretence of a purchase

from Mr. Goodyear, of New Haven, who bought the same of

one Mr. Forrett, a Scotchman, and by virtue thereof the said

Indians are threatened to be forced off the said island and to
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seek an habitation where they can get it; the said Indians

deny that they sold the said island to the said Forrett; and

that the said Forrett was a poor man, not able to purchase it,

but the said Indians gave the said Forrett some part of the

said Island, and marked it out by some trees; yet never, that

themselves should be deprived of their habitation there. And

therefore they desired that the Commissioners, (they being

their tributaries,) to see they may have justice in the premises.

The Commissioners therefore, in regard the said Mr. Good

year is not present, and that he is of New Haven Jurisdiction,

/p\ at their Court, to hear the complaint of the said

Indians, and to satisfy the said Indians, if they can: if not,

to certify the Commissioners, at the next meeting, the truth

of the premises; that so some further order may be taken

therein, as shall be meet.

ROGER LUDLOWE, SIMON BRADSTREETE,

JOHN CULLICK, WILLIAM HATHORNE,

JOHN Asrwoon. WILLIAM BRADFORD.

The Commissioners returned this ensuing answer to the

Corporation.

Much Honored Gentlemen:

The Commissioners that met at Plymouth not having the

ministers’ accounts present, (as they ordered and expected,)

committed the writing to you, as also the receipts of accounts

and transferring the same, to so many of us as could meet at

Boston. Sirs, we received yours of the first of May, 1652, as

also we understand of your letter to Mr. Rawson, with the

bills of lading and goods, to the sum of 162L. 8s. 2d., with a

cask of hats. For the iron work prepared by Mr. Bell, we

have no notice of it, nor understand what is become of the

same. We rejoice to hear that God hath brought in anything

for the carrying on of the work of God amongst these poor

Indians, which are now gathering into a church, as you will

more fully understand by Mr. Eliot, as also from ourselves or

some of us, by the first opportunity. For Mr. Butcher, we

hope the ministers will write to him according to your desire.

For Mr. Williams and his affirmations about the Indian work,

we suppose he hath not been in these parts where the most of

good appeareth amongst them: and if there were no more

but five or seven wrought upon in sincerity, (with the manner

civilized,) it were a great work. This we can say: the work

of God, as we are informed and believe, goes on comfortably

amongst them; which we should not afiirm, were it not so; as

you shall more particularly understand, (we hope,) by the
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next. Mr. Eliot’s brother, mentioned in the accounts, is one

who accompanies his brother in the work and overseeth their

buildings, fencings, cattle, &c. He hath hitherto had but

20'L. per ann., but now demandeth thirty pounds, which he

thinks he may now deserve, the work being much greater,

many coming in daily to the embracing of the Gospel. What

we have given out of the goods sent over by you to the minis

ters, schoolmasters, or best deserving men, we here send the

accounts here inclosed; which are not so express as we desired.

We doubt not but the ministers, to whom we leave the dis

posing of particulars, now understanding what we expect, will

be careful to give hereafter. There is another minister, Mr.

Peirson, who hath taken some pains in the work, who deserves

encouragement. He lives at Branford, near New Haven.

There is 28L. charged to account, which is for an Indian,

whose scull and jaw bone was broken by the fall of a piece of

timber, as he was sawing for the meeting house, sorely bruised

and wounded, lying senseless many days; for which cure the

chirurgion hath 20L. and his diet and attendance, 8L. He

is, (as Mr. Eliot saith,) no loser by his aflliction, there being

great hopes of his conversion, and hath diligently that employ

ment ever since. For the allowance of 48L. to Mr. Winslow,

we readily concur in the same; and for the other 100L. we

have made the Colonies debtors for the same, and have it ready

in hand to disburse, as the work shall need. There are some

of the goods sent over which are not so useful for the Indians,

as Mr. Rawson will more fully inform you. So leaving you,

and the good work of God in your and our hands, to his bless

ing that is able to do above what we can ask or think, w

remain, Sirs, Your humble Servants, -

10th Sept. 1652. JOHN CULLICK, SIMON BRADSTREET,

JOHN Asrwoon. WILLIAM HATHORNE,

ROGER Lunnow.

REPORT or A COMMITTEE APPEJINTIID TO INQUIRE RESPECTING THE

CLAIMS or UNCAS To THE PEQUOT COUNTRY; PRESENTED TO THE

COMMISSIONERS, AT THEIR MEETING IN BosToN, ‘SEPT., 1663.

[From a copy certified, from the files, b Simon Bradstreet, 1663: from which, this,

in Towns & Lands, 1. 67, is certi ed by Eleazer Kimberly, Secretary.]

Boston, September 19"], 1663.

We, being desired by the Commissioners of the United Col

onies to enquire of the Indians present concerning the interest

of the Peqllots, or respecting lands which Uncas layeth claim

unto, We accordingly have endeavored the same, according to

Our best skill and understanding; and there being present, Cas
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sisinnamon, Kitchamaquin and Tomasquash Ecoadno (alias,)

the old honest man, Pequots; also, Womesh, Mumuho,

Kaiton, Narragansett Councillors, with many others Indians;

which do all jointly aflirm, that long before the Pequots were

conquered by the English, Uncas, being akin unto the Pequots,

did live upon and Enjoy that land above a place called Monto

nonesuck, upon which Mr. Winthrop’s saw mill standeth; also,

that it was his father’s before him, and left unto him by his

father; which he possessed some time. But he growing proud

and treacherous to the Pequot Sachem, the Pequot Sachem

was very angry, and sent up some soldiers, and drave Uncas

out of his country; who fled unto Narragansett, for a while.

At last he humbled himself to the Pequot Sachem, and desired

that he might have liberty to live in his own country again;

which the Pequot Sachem granted, provided he would be sub

ject unto him, and carry it well. But soon after, he grew

proud again, and was again driven out of his country, but his

men subjected unto the Pequot Sachem; and yet again, upon

his humbling, was restored, and grew proud again, and was

conquered; and so five times; and upon his humbling himself

- was restored, and again conquered; until when the English

went to war against the Pequots; and then Uncas went along

with the English; and so, since, the English have made him

high.~ ‘

They further say, they know not the English fashions, but

according to their manners and customs, Uncas had no lands

at all, being so conquered. This, they say, Uncas cannot

deny, but if he should deny it, the thing is known to all the

Indians round about.

Also, the Narragansetts say that there is yet two of his men

yet alive that fled with him into the Narragansett country,

and have there abode ever since, who knew these things to be

true. And further, they jointly affirm that Uncas had at first

but little land and very few men, insomucl1 he could not make

a hunt, but always hunted by order from other Sachems, and

in their companies ; which Sachems, being five brothers, lived

at a place called by the Indians, Soudahque, at or near the

place where Major Mason now liveth; who were the sons of

the great Pequot Sachem’s sister, and so became very great

Sachems, and had their bounds very large, extending their

bounds by Connecticut path almost to Connecticut, and east

ward meeting with the bounds of Pasquattuck (who lived at

Showtackett, being a Pequot Sachem whose bounds extended

eastward and took in Pachogg ;) the which five Sachems,

being brothers, grew so great and so proud that upon hunting

they quarrelled with the Pequots: at which the great Pequot '
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[Sachem] being angry with them, made war upon them and

conquered them and their country, and they all fled into Narra

gansett country, (leaving their country andmen unto the Pequot

Sachem,) from whence they never returned, but there died.

So that Indians affirm all their lands and Woncas’s too, ac

cording to their customs and manners, were Pequot lands,

being by them conquered, and now are the true right of the

English, they having conquered the Pequots.

This was declared and testified by the Indians as abovesaid,

clearly, to our understanding: as witness our hands,

GEORGE DENISON,

JOHN STANTON,

CARY LATHAM.

This is a true copy of the original left on file amongst the

papers of the Commissioners, at their meeting at Boston, Sep

tember 1st, 1668. SIMON BRADSTREET, President.

LETTERS, &o.

ADDRESSED TO THE COMMISSIONERS, AT THEIR MEETING IN

HARTFORD, SEPTEMBER, 1664.

From the Council of Connecticut, objecting to the admission

of Commissioners from New Haven colony.

[Original, in Miscellaneous Papers, I. 86.]

- Hartford, September 2d, 1664.‘

Much Honrd Gent". We understand by 0r Commrs that

New Haven Gentn have pYsented an order (as they call it) of

their Genll Court,* whereby it appears Mr. Leet & Mr. Joanes

are chosen Com", and inuested wth power to act as Com", for

New Hauen Colony. Upon this information we thought good

to prsent or thoughts unto your consideration. Wee cannot

approue of the afoarmentioned Gentn to sitt as Comrs amongst

you; because it doth not appear that they are a Colony, or

haue any power of government distinct from us, confirmed by

regall authority. And we know no other gouerment in his

Majesties dominions but such as is confirmed by him. They

being noe gouerment as aforesd, we cannot but judg it will be

prejudiciall to the severall colonyes, & or charter, to owne &

approue of that Gouerment of New Haven. Besides we doe

clayme them to be parte of of colony, being included in his

Majesties Royall Grant.

* May 25th, 1664. New Haven Col. Records, II. 543.
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And we doe hereby declare that we shall haue a tender

respect to or Honord Freinds & bretheren of New Haven, &

shall apply orselues to improue or all to accomadate them wth

all such desireable priviledges as or Charter aifoardes.

Farther we thought it conuenient to informe your ww

that it is of desire still to maytaine or Confederation wth the

vnited Colonyes of Massachusets & New Plimoth, desireing

that full prouission may be made to that purpose, according

to that article of the Confederation that allowes of two colonies

vniteing into one, which is consonant to ye advice of the Com"

& the Honoured Court of Massachusets to this Colony.

Gent", we rest your Freinds & Seruants,

Jonn ALLYN, Secretry, in the name

& by the order of the Councill of Cofiecticutt.

From Capt. Daniel G00lcin.*

[Ecclesiastica1, I. 9.]

Gent. .

I thought it duty to glue you some short accompt of the

worke comitted to me among the praying Indians, and the

success therof. I haue applyed myselfe when I haue beene

wth them, W"h hath been frequent, with my vtmost endeauors,

not only to compose and determine sundry diflicult cases and

questions that do arise among them, but to infuse into them

principles of morality and industry, and to excite and draw

forth the practise therof. The truth is, I doe (to my great

comfort) find, especially among them yt are sober and pyous,

a heareing eare and a propense inclination to justify the rule

and acknoledge the good therof: and also some -of them

(wch may bee excitations as well as examples to others) doe

put forth in aplying themselues to vertue, diligence and

industry. '

I haue put the men, vpon breaking vp more ground, sawing

of boards in winter; aplying themselues to serue and prac

tise vsefull trades; and the women to spining, knitt woolen

and cotten ; some of most of these things there are of ym them

that do practise ; and my way is euery court to require and

take an accot of their progres therin and as I find the case

to incoradge the diligent and shame the idle. I doe pceue

 

=16 “ Several letters were received from Mr. Mayhew, Mr. Eliot, sen., Mr. Peirson,

Mr. Chauncey, Mr. Usher, Mr. Bourne, and Cagtaine Gooken, which, with the an

swers returned to divers of them, are left on the le with the records of this meeting

at Hartford.” Records of the Comm’rs.

61
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the sinne of idleness is so riueted in them, that much patience

and labour mustbe put forth and exercised before it can be

expected to see the contrary vertue florish among them: but

I am not wlbout hope of a good fruitt in time.

That 10Ii you ordered Mr. Vsher to pay for to buy wooll

and cotton wooll for to stt ym aworke, some of it hath bene

delivered ym and others haue spake for more and appointed to

come for it, and they are imployed in the working and manu

facture of it, of wch a carefull acoot shalbe kept and made

when the matter is ripe. I find the worke to increase vpon

me, and my inabilty and insufficiency to doe any worke faith

fully for God, I desire to bee more and more senscible of, but

myne eyes are vnto him who is alsuficient, to giue wisdome

and strength, for this as wel as other publiqe worke ; wch may

bee furtherd by yor praiers, wch I humbly craue, for him who

is a begger at the throne of grace for yor near and strong

vnity, and desireth to be acco’ted,

Honered Gentelmen,

Yor affectionate freind and seruant,

DANIEL Gooxm.

Cambridge, 27“ of August, 1664.

These. For the Hono\‘d the Corhissioners

of the Vnited Collonys at Hartford to bee prsented.

 

From Mr. Daniel Weld, of Rozbury.

[Eeclesiastiea.l, I. 8.]

Much Hon“. I humbly salute you in the Lord, with my

humble seruis vnto your good WOYPB. I doe here present

myne accounts vnto you, of the Indians that are committed to

my trust: I have onely three Indian Schollers, and their

yeares came out vpon the 25 of July last : And I acknowledge

my selfe fully satisfied for the yeare past, by your Wort" direc

tion to Mr. Vsher: And I could wish, if it might stand wth

your W0rPP“ likeinge, that there might be one Indian more

added to those I haue, because they are much subiect to con

sumptions whereof 4 have died within these few years. Soc

prayeing the Lord to bles you and to send you safe home, I

humbly rest, from Roxbury, Sept. 5 (64)

Your WorPP' humble seruant,

DANIEL WELD.

To the much honord Mr. Bradstreet & Mr. Danforth

& the rest of the honord Commissioners of the vnited

Colonyes now sittinge at Hartford, these present.
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From Rev. John Eliot.

[Ecclesiasticah I. 10, a.]

Wor’pfull & much honored in the Lord.

The hour of temptation, wch Christ hath foretold, Re. 3.

10, shall come upon all the world, to try them yt dwell upon

the earth, is in pt come, and still coming upon us ; and the

true state of every man, in the sight of God, is that, as he is

found to be, upon tryall. And therfore the wisdo of every

true Christian is, so to stand fast in the Lord, as that, when all

is done, he may be found standing; Eph. 6. 13, and having

done all to stand. This wisdom and grace'I beg of God for

you all, as for my owne soule.

Touching the Indians, the first matter I shall prsent, is

touching Phillip, and his people of Sowamset who did this

winter past, upon solicitations and means used, send to me

for books to learne to read, in order to praying unto God, wch

I did send unto him, and prsents wthall; and my sonne hath

bene twice Wth them, and taught among them, and both my

sonne and myselfe are ingaged to visit them afore winter (if

God prvent us not ;) Wch we had purposed to have done afore

this sitting of your selves, but that you may easyly conceive

Wt unexpected ocasions of delay have fallen out. Moreover,

' sundry places in the country are ripe for labourers, and some

places doe intreat that some of theire countrymeri, by name,

might be sent unto them to teach them. One of the breth

ren of the Church of Natik is so called, by Indians about

Nashawa, and one of the brethren of the Church at Martins

Vinyard is called by the Nantuket Indians to teach them.

We finding the Spirit of God thus moving upon these waters,

the church of Natik, corhending it to God first in prayer, have

agreed to send forth divers of the brethren unto sundry places

where we know sundry are willing, and some desire, to be

taught and to pray unto God. And because no man goeth a

warfare at his owne charges, 1 Cor. 9. 7, I tould them yt every

one so sent should have shoes, stokins, a coat and neckcloth

pvided for them; wch the mercifull pvidence of God hath

(at pYsent) prvided for, by the* rent of a Farme in the hands

of the Wpfll. Mr. Danforth, and I thank him he hath ordered

supply in this matter ; only I doe request yt you would pticu

larly take notice of, and make supply unto Samuell, of Mar

tyns Vinyard, who is called by the Nantuket Indians to teach

ym, and crave the boldnesse to intreat yt you would please to

 

* In the margin, in Mr. Danfortlfs hand-writing, “A great mistake so to afiirme."
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.allow him not lesse then ten pounds for this yeare, he having

a wife and 6 children to pvide for.

The busynesse of the two schoolemasters wch petitioned the

last yeare, was called afore Capt. Gookins, in open court, and

they were (as I supposed it would prove) found defective in

theire attendance to the work, & were ordered by him to make

it up by teaching schoole the winter following.

Because of what was written by the Honorable Corporation,

of laying aside Capt. Gookins in this work, I was bold to

request of them his continuance and incouragemt, pfsenting

my reasons, wCh I thank God & them, were so accepted as

that they doe appve both of his labour and incouragem*, Wch

they leave to your selves for the measure; and my humble

request is, that it may be honorable. If I thought it were

needfull I could p‘sent you wth reasons, wch I doubt not but

would be accepted by you. This is one, that it doth necessaryly

bring much resort to his house, and of such as cafiot, in corhon

civility and humanity, be sent away wthout entertainmk

Which I intreat your prudent consideration of.

When you were pleased, the last yeare, for weighty reasons,

to put an end to salarys for Schoolemasters, and required the

parents to be at that charg themselves, I was bold to tell you

that the busynesse of teaching them on the Sab. and lecture

dayes, and catechizing, as they grew more in light and knowl

edg, so the work grew the more difficult, and required the

more attention, and would necessaryly call for incouragm'L fr6

yourselves. And therfore my humble request is, that you

would allow them not lesse than 5“ a man : and because there

be 8 wch in 0‘r several Townes are teachers, I doe intreat, that

for them there may be 40li allowed for this yeare. And this

I speake respecting ours in our parts, besids what is at the

Vinyard, & at Sandwich, where my beloved broth’, Mr. Bourne,

‘is a faithfull and prudent labourer, and a good man. And if

you please to ordr the w'pfull corhissioners of Plimmouth to

give incouragmt to John Sosoman, who teacheth Phillip and

his men to read, I think it will be an action of good prudence,

and a means to put life into the work ; for human and rational

meanes are to be used in pmoting God’s works among man

kind; though this work hath had this divine stampe upon it,

that God himselfe is the beginer of it in every place.

Touching the Presse, I thank God & yourselves for the good

successe of the work in it. Mr. Baxter’s Call is printed and

dispYced. And though I have Mr. Shepard’s Synceare Convt

& SoundBeliever all most_translated, though not fitted and fin

ished for the Presse, yet by advertizmt fro the honrable Cor

poration, I must lay that by and fall upon the Practise of
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Piety,"r w“h I had intended to be the last: therefore this win

ter I purpose, if the Lord will, to set upon that booke. Moreover,

they are pleased to put me upon a Grarhar of this languagei,

wch my sonns and I have oft spoken of, but now I must, (if

the Lord give life and strength) be doeing about it. But we

are not able to doe much in it, because we know not the lati

tuds and corners of the language: some general and useful

collections, I hope the Lord will enable us to pduce. And

for these reasons _my request is, that you would please to con

tinue my interp'ter’s Salary, wch is ten pound more aded to

wt I was bold to make mention of afore.

My request also, in respect of Mr. Johnson, is, that seing

the Lord hath made him instrumentall to finish the Bible, and

Baxter, and is now returning for Engld, you would please to

give him his due incouragm‘, and such further countenance

and cofiwndation, as your wisd6’s shall see meet to afford

him.

The honfable Corporation doe require of me to. give them

intimation how a greater revennu might be best imployed in

this work: now my opinion hath allways bene, yt the sending

forth and supporting fitting instrumW is a necessary, and I

conceive, the best way, to pmote this worke; and you see yt

Divine Providence_hath ripened more feilds toward this har

vest, wch call for more labourers, and will multiply the labours

of such as be therein imployed, wch affords another reason of

an honorable incouragmt to Capt. Gookins, whose busynesse

doth much inlarge, had he wherewth to afford answerable

attendance. I shall cease to give you further trouble at
 

* “ The Practice of Piety is finished, and beginneth to be bound up,” writes Mr.

Eliot, twent -two years after this, to Robert Boyle. Letter of 29th Aug. 1686, in 1

M. H. O. I I. 187.

T This ’suggestion appears to have come from Bo le. A letter to him, from Mr.

Eliot, dated Aug. 26, 1664, refers to it as Iollows:—“ am hold to present some things

to the honourab e corporation (according as I am advised by the hand of my Christian

friend, Mr. Ashurst.) What doth more immediately concern learnmg, I crave the

boldness to make mention of unto yourself. You are pleased to intimate unto me a

memorandum of yourdesires, that there may be a grammar of our Indian language

composed, for publick and after use, which motion, as I doubt not but it springeth from

vourself, so m answer unto yourself about it will be most proper. I and my sons

have often s 0 en about it. But now I take your intimation as a command to set

about it. hen I have finished the translation of the Practice of Piety, my purpose

is, if the Lord will, and that I do live, to set upon some essay and beginning of reduc

in this language into rule; which, in the most common and useful 1points, do see, is

re ucible; thou h there be corners and anomalities full of difiicu ty to be reduced

under any state rule; as yourself know better than I, it is in all lan uages. I have

not so much either insight or judgment as to dare to undertake any t Iing worthy the

name of‘a grammar; only some preparatory collections, that way tendmg, which may

be of no small use unto such as ma be studious to learn this language, I desire, if

God will, to take some pains in.” oyle’s Works, (fol. 1744) 548. “ The Indian

Grammar Begun, or an Essay to bring the Indian Language Into Rules,” &c. was

printed at Cambridge, in 1666, and was dedicated by Ehot to Boyle and the Corpora

tion.
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pfsent, but corhiting you unto the guidance and blessing of

the Lord, I rest,

Your Wor’ps to serve you

in the service of the Lord,

Jomv ELIOT.

Roxbury, this 25 of the 6*. 64.

To the Wor’pfull the Corhissioners

met at Hartford, These p'sent.

,_ At a meeting‘ of the Commissioners of the united Colo.

nies in New England, (extraordinarily summoned by the

Governour and Magistrates of Connecticut,) held at Hart

ford, August 21st, 1673 :—

The Articles of Confederation being read, an order of the

General Court of the Massachusetts, dated May 7th, 1673,

was presented and read, whereby it appeared that Thomas

Danforth Esq. and Wm. Stoughton Esq. were chosen commis

sioners for the year ensuing, for that Colony, for a full and

complete year, and were invested with full power and author

ity according to the tenor of the said Articles concluded at

Plymouth in September, 1672.

The like order of the General Court of New Plymouth,

dated June 3d, 1673, was presented and read, whereby it

appeared that Thomas Hinckley Esq. and Capt. Wm. Brad

ford Esq. were chosen commissioners for that Colony for a full

and complete year, and were invested with full power and

authority according to the tenor of the aforesaid Articles.

The like order of the General Court of Connecticut, dated

May 8th, 1673, was presented and read, whereby it appeared

that Wm. Leete Esq. and Major John Talcott were chosen

commissioners for that Colony for a full and complete year,

and were invested with full power and authority according to

the tenor of the aforesaid Articles.

Wm. Leete Esq. was chosen President for this meeting.

The Governor and Council of Connecticut being met, de

clared that the cause of their summoning this present meeting

of the Commissioners was, the late enterprize and success of

the Dutch fleet in the surprisal of New York, and bringing it

and the places adjacent under their obedience, in a hostile

manner; as also their threats referring to ourselves; that in

such a juncture the common safety of these colonies might be



1673.] RECORDS on THE UNITED COLONIES. 487’

provided for. Whereupon the Commissioners ‘agreed upon

this following remonstrance :—

Hartford, August 27, 1673.

The Commissioners of the United Colonies in New England,

having had communicated unto them a letter sent from the

Governor and General Assembly of Connecticut Jurisdiction,

unto the commanders-in-chief of the Dutch fleet riding in

Hudson’s River ; as also their answer thereunto, wherein they

declare themselves sent forth from the States General of the

United Netherlands, to do all manner of damage unto the

enemies of the said States, both by water and land, &c. ; upon

serious consideration of the whole matter, do judge meet to

declare their approbation of the said letter from our allies

unto the said Dutch; and do hereby also further declare that,

according to the articles of confederation, they shall at all

times account the damage or spoil that shall be done to any

one member of the confederate Jurisdictions, as done to the

whole; and are therefore firmly resolved, in confidence of

divine assistance,accordingly to demean themselves; and do

also commend to the General Courts of the several Jurisdic

tions, that sufiicientorders be given, and all due and eifectual

care be forthwith taken for provision of all manner of ammu

nition, men, and means of defence, that there may be no dis

appointment of aid to any one of the Colonies which may be

first invaded. And that this our remonstrance be forthwith

published in the several Colonies, by sound of the trumpet or

beat of the drum.

The copies of the letters abovesaid are as followeth:—

Hartford, August 7th, 1673.

Sir:

Although we have heard of your actions at York, yet be

cause the chief trust of those parts did reside in other hands,

from whom you have too suddenly surprized it, we made it

our business to attend what was devolved upon ourselves that

way nextly. Yet we understanding you content not yourselves

with what you have already taken, but demand submission of

the people, his Majesty’s subjects seated on Long Island east

ward, beyond Oyster Bay, and have seized a vessel of Mr. Sel

lick’s, one of our people, near one of our harbors, we have

therefore sent James Richards Esq. and Mr. William Rosewell

to know your further intentions. And we must let you know,

that we and our confederates, the united Colonies of New

England, are, by our Royal Sovereign Charles the 2d, made

keepers of his subjects liberties in these parts, and do hope to

acquit ourselves in that trust, through the assistance of
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Almighty God, for the preservation of his Majesty’s Colonies

in New England. Which is all at present presented to you,

from, The Governor and General Assembly of the Colony of

Connecticut. Signed, per their order,

per me, Jonn ALLYN, Secretary.

These for the Commander-in-chief of

the Dutch Fleet riding in Hudson’s River,

at New York, This,

per Mr. James Richards & Mr. Wm. Rosewell.

In Fort William Hendrick, this 24 August, 1673.

Sir: To answer your letter of the 23d August, which was

delivered unto us, we say, that we are sent forth by the High

and Mighty Lords the States General of the United Nether

lands and his Serene Highness the Lord_Prince of Orange, to

do all manner of damage unto the enemies of the said High

and Mighty_Lords, both by water and by land; from which

cause, we being come here into Hudson’s River, have brought

the land and forts within the same under our obedience;

and in regard the villages lying to the eastward of Oyster Bay

did belong to this Government, so it is that to prevent all

inconveniences we have cited the same to give the oath of

fidelity; in which if they remain defective, we are resolved to

force them with arms. Likewise also we shall not be afraid to

go against those that shall seek to maintain the said villages

in their injustice.

Concerning the vessel that is taken by us close by your

haven, there is no other consideration but that it was taken

from our enemies; wherefore it appears very strange before

us, that we should be objected against concerning it. We do

well believe that those that are set for keepers of his Majesty’s

of England’s subjects will quit themselves as they ought to do,

for the preservation of the Colonies in New England; however,

we shall not for-that depart from our firm resolutions.

We conceive we have herewith answered your letter. Thus

done, in the place as above,

By order of the Commanders & Council of War,

N. BAYARD, Secretary.

The Commissioners of Connecticut made a relation of a

murder lately committed by an Indian called Mowim, upon a

Pequot Indian girl, in the bounds of Stonington within their

jurisdiction; which murderer was apprehended and impris

oned i11 order to his trial; but breaking prison he fled to

N1n1craft_, who refuseth to deliver him up to justice amongst

the Enghsh, pretending his own right to be the proper judge
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himself. Upon consideration hereof, and being requested to

give our advice, the Commissioners think it most just and

necessary that the authority of Connecticut do forthwith make

further demand of the said murderer and bring him to his trial;

and in case of neglect or refusal, to prosecute their demand to

effect; and that Ninicroft be called to account and compelled

to make reparation for the injury and affront hereby done to

the English and their government.

Whereas the Thirteenth Article of the Confederation, con

cerning vagabonds and wandering persons, doth not so clearly

and universally determine what abode of persons removing

from one colony to another shall make them become a settled

inhabitant of that colony into which they come, by reason

whereof some differences have already happened, the Com

missioners judge meet that it be proposed to the General

Courts of each Jurisdiction, that this amendment of that arti

cle be mutually concluded and enacted, to wit, that the words,

“ or otherwise removing from one colony to another,” be insert

ed therein and added to those of “ vagabond and wandering; ”

and that the time of three months be enlarged unto nine.

In testimony of our joint consent to the foregoing conclu

sions, we have hereunto set our hands, this 27th August, 1673.

Tno. HINCKLEY, WILLIAM LEETE, President.

WILLIAM BRADFORD, THOMAS DANFORTH,

JOHN TALCOTT. WILLIAM Srouonron,

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the United Colonies, at

Hartford, Sept. 5th, 1678:

The Articles of Confederation being openly read, an order

of the General Court of the Massachusetts, dated May 8th,

1678, was presented and- read; whereby it appeared that

Thomas Danforth and Joseph Dudley Esquires were chosen

commissioners for that Colony for a full and complete year,

and were invested with full power and authority according to

the tenor of the said Articles concluded at Plymouth, Sept.

5th, 1672.

A like order of the General Court of New Plymouth, dated

June 4th, 1678, was presented and read; whereby it appeared

that Thomas Hinokley, Esquire, and Major James Cudworth,

Esquire, were chosen commissioners for that Colony for a full

and complete year, and were invested with full and complete

authority, according to the aforesaid articles.

A like order of the General Court of Connecticut, dated

62
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May 9th, 1678, was presented and read; whereby it appeared

that Wm Leete Esquire and Captain John Allyn were chosen

commissioners for that Colony for one full and complete year,

and were invested with full power and authority according to

the said Articles.

William Leete Esq. was chosen President for this meeting.

A letter directed to the Commissioners of the United Colo

nies from the Governor and Council of the Massachusetts,

under the hand of Mr. Edward Rawson, their Secretary, dated

August 30th, 1678, was presented and read, the contents

whereof informing of the mischief done by the Maquas to the

praying Indians of Natick, and of their endeavors used for the

regaining of the captives by them taken; commending of that

matter to the consideration of the Commissioners, for the pre

venting of the like depravation for the future: as also a letter

from Major Daniel Gookin and the Reverend Mr. John Eliott,

of the same import.

[From the Files. War, Vol. I., Doc. 188.]

Much Honoured Gent".

I am required by our honored governoIr & Council mett in

Boston 9th of August inst. to signify to you that some of the

Macquaes in June last at Maguncog not farr from Natick kild

three _and carryed away captive twenty four of our freind

Indians into their country wthout the least prouocation made

knowne, the sense of which injury mooved our Council to

comissionate and‘ instruct Samuel Ely & Benjamin Wayte to

repaire to the Macquaes Sachems, and to demand of them the

reason of such their hostile actions, as also the delivery of the

said captiues. The said persons went & returned with such

evading frivolous answers, as gives just cause to corhend the

weighty consideration of the case to your wisdome; that such

course may be directed to & taken, as (if it be the good will of

God,) may prevent any more such prejudioiall actings in one

colony or another to the disturbance of the peace of the colo

nies. Having referred it to our honored oorhissioners to giue

you a more ample information as to the particulars thereof,

not willing to give you further trouble, desiring the presence

& blessing of the Almighty to be Wth you, remaine, Gent",

Your 10: freinds & confoederates

The Govr & Council of the Massachusets.

Enwd Rawson, Secret>’, by their ordI.

Boston, 30th August,

1678.

The Commissioners, after a full debate of what was expedi

ent to be done in that matter, drew up the following letter to

be sent to S11‘ Edmund Andros, Governor of New York :—
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Hartford, September 6, 1678.

Honorable Sir: The meeting of the Commissioners of his

Majesty’s United Colonies, at Hartford, upon the date of these

presents, gives good opportunity to congratulate your safe

return into these parts, where we are jointly concerned in one

common interest of his Majesty and the English Nation, and

hope your Honour’s ready compliance in and advance of those

means that may conduce thereto; in special, to a general

resettlement of the country, after so much trouble and mis

chief lately suffered by the barbarous Indian enemy,——whicll

Almighty God hath in a great measure already indulged unto

us, no new trouble in view seeming to threaten, unless by

means of misunderstanding between the Maquas and our

friend Indians, the Maquas having. lately made a depredation

near our English houses, killing and carrying captive twenty

four. Since, we have so far concerned ourselves as, by mes

sengers, to solicit their return to us, and to inform [them of]

their mistake, if it may so charitably be construed; obtaining

yet no more than that they should be returned if again sent

for, and in presence of your Honour, upon whom they seem (if

not wronged by the interpreter,) to have a great dependence.

The Indians under the governments of these Colonies do greatly

complain of their constant annoyance and mischiefs done by

them, so that we fear if their further quarrell be not prevented

it will quickly break out into a flame which may endanger the

scorching of their English neighbors; and who can foresee

the sad consequences thereof. Whether your Honour will

have a like resentment of the matter as we have, or shall

judge it meet to concern yourself so far as to exert your power

and interest for the return of these captives and quieting of

those disturbers of mankind, we know not; but do judge it

our duty which we owe to his Majesty and the peace of his sub

jects in these United Colonies, to give you a true and timely

information thereof; these troubles hindering the further

planting and settlement of our countrymen in these parts,

which yourself and we are laboring to procure. Your sense

herein and answer while we are sitting, will greatly oblige,

Honorable Sir, Your most humble servants,

The Commissioners of the United Colonies,

WILLIAM LEETE, President.

These for the Hon. Sir Edm. THOMAS DANFORTH,

Andros Knt. and Governor JOSEPH DUDLEY,

of his Royal Highness’s Tno. HINOKLEY,

Territories in America; at JAMES CUDWORTH,

Fort James, in New York, JOHN ALLYN.

This delivered.
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New _Plymouth’s Account of charges of the late War with

the Indians.

li. s. d. ' li. s. d.

NeWP1Ym0uth, 601. 01. O6 Easthampton, 500. 00. 00

Yarmouth, 497. 12. 08 Sandwich, 1099. 08. 04

Barnstable, 800. 17. 09 Scituate, 1200. 00. 00

Taunton, 1000. 00. 00 Rehoboth, 1100. 00. 00

swanzy, 500. 00. 00 Bridgewater, 244. 10. 08

Duxbury, 300. 00. 00 Marshfield, 600. 00. 00

Dartmouth, 200. 00. 00 Middleborough, 100. 00. 00

Treasurer’s Disbursments, 3000. 00. 00

Total Sum, 11743. 10. 11

Presented by, THOMAS HINCKLEY,

JAMES GUDWORTH.

The accounts above written, by the votes of the Commis

sioners were accepted.

VVILLIAM LEETE, President.

Not consented to: Josnrn DUDLEY.

 

1675. COLONY or Oonuncrrcur. Dr.

li. s. d.

By Governor Winthrop’s salary, 150. 00. 0

By Dep. Governor’s salary, 40. 00. 0

By Treasurer’s salary, 15. 00. 0

By Secretary’s salary, allowed, 15. 00. 0

By Marshal’s salary, 12. 00. 0

By charge of the Deputies, 107. 04. 0

By Mr. James Bishop, 10. 00. 0

By Jailer’s salary, 12. 00. 0

By the Deputies’ charge of a special Court, 30. 12. O

391. 16. 0

[1676.]

By Gov. Leete’s salary, with charge &c., 100. 00. 0

By Dep. Governor’s salary, ‘ 20. 00. 0

By Secretary’s salary, 15. 00. 0

By Treasurer’s salary, 20. 00. 0

By Marshal’s salary, 12. 00. 0

By Jailer’s salary, 12. 00. 0

Dep11ties,——two Courts, 107. 04. 0

By allowed 38 Deputies, 4s per man, 7. 12. 0

293. 16. 0
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[1677.]

li. s. d.

Capt. Denison’s,Pr[0vost] Marshal, 2. 10. 0

Granted Mr. Thomas Denham, 10. 00. 0

By Gov. Leete’s salary and charge, 100. 00. 0

Dep. Governor’s 30. O0. 0_

Treasurer’s salary, 30. 00. 0

Seeretary’s, 20. 00. 0

Deputies, 2 Courts, expenses, 107. 04. 0

299. 14. 0

391. 16. 0

293. 16. 0

985. O6. 0

To the Marshal’s salary, 15. 00. 0

To the Jailer’s salary, 12. 00. 0

1012. 06. 0

Per Contra. Ur. '

October 14, 1675. li. s. (1.

By a rate granted of 12d. on the pound,

on all the rateable estate of the Colony, } 7,896. 19. 0

157,939L.

001. 12,1676.

By a rate granted, of 18d. on the pound,

of all the rateable estate of the Colony,

which rateable estate was 139,525L.

001;. 11, 1677.

By a rate granted, of 8d. on the pound

of all the rateable estate of the Colony,

which rateable estate was 144,738L.

} 10,464. 07. 06

% 4,824. 12. 0

_-_—_

23,185. 18. 06

1,012. 06. 00

22,173. 12. 06

What was raised by captives is spent in the

war; the accounts not yet come at,

And the Colony is yet in debt,

That these rates were granted as aboye expressed,

is aflirmed per JOHN ALLYN.
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The Accounts above written, by the vote of the Commis

sioners were accepted.

WM. LEETE, President.

9678L. not consented unto per us,

Tno. DANFORTH,

JOSEPH DUDLEY.

Capt. Arthur Fennor appearing before the Commissioners

and exhibiting his petition for recompense of damage done

him by the soldiers when they were pursuing the enemy, in

his hay and fencing stufl‘ &c.; it appearing to be the enemy’s

hands, whom they were then pursuing, and that it had all

been lost otherwise, had not the soldiers made use thereof; yet

with respect to his particular loss thereby sustained, in case he

shall rest satisfied therewith, the Commissioners do agree that

he shall be allowed twenty-eight pounds, ten shillings; to be

paid by the treasurers of the several colonies, in proportion

as followeth :——by the Massachusetts, fifteen pounds; by Ply

mouth, four pounds, ten shillings; by Connecticut, nine

pounds.

Mr. Stephen Arnold, upon the produce of Gen. Winslow’s

order for the delivery of six or eight sheep to the forces some

time lodged at Patuxet, is allowed fifty shillings, to be paid by

the several colonies in proportion.

It appearing fully to the Commissioners that Anthony Lowe,

during the time of the late war with the Indians, was at great

expense of time and charge for the furtherance and help of the

soldiers, by himself, sloop, and servants, the Commissioners

do agree that he shall be allowed twenty-eight pounds, ten

shillings, to be paid by the several colonies, as followeth:—

Massachusetts, 15L.; Plymouth, 4L. 10.; Connecticut, 9L.

A Copy‘ of Sir Edmund Andros’s letter, in answer to the

Commissioners. .

New York, September 10“, 1678.

Honble. Sir: Since my arrival, I wrote to the Governor and

gave [him] an account of my return &c.’r Yours of the 6th

instant, I received last night; for which give you many thanks;

and shall be still ready to do my duty as I ought, and especially

to my neighbors. And as [to] that particular late act of the
 

* The ori ‘ml is in War Papers, Vol. L, Doc. 189,—with which the record has been

collated. is letter has been printed in Documents Relating to the Col. History

of N.York, III., 274. '

T This letter, of August 8th, was not received b Governor Leete until the 18th of

September. “Where lay the fault is uncertain, owever it hath obstructed the an

swer which in oivilit would have been sooner given," wrote Gov. Leete on the day

of its receipt. See his letter, (no copy of which is found in the files,) in Doc. Rel. to

Col. Hist. of N. York, 111., 275.
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Maquas you mention, and your having sent a messenger, and

had answer from the said Maquas, you are best able to judge

thereof and what is proper to be done thereupon, which if

you shall think necessary to signify, or any your desires, I

shall not be wanting on my part, as occasion, to prevent any

flames which may endanger any of his Majesty’s subjects, as

you seem to suggest may ensue, or trouble or hindrance to

the planting and settlement of our countrymen in these parts:

and remain, Honorable Sirs,

Your humble servant, E. Annnoss.

Directed; For the Honorable Wm. Leete Esq.

Governor of His Majesty’s Colony of Connecticut,

& Comm’rs for the Colonies at Hartford.

Received, 13: 7th, 1678.

Hartford, September 14"‘, 1678.

Honble. Sir: Your letter directed to the Governor of this

Colony not being yet come to hand, the contents are unknown;

and so craves excuse that you had no answer thereof.

These are to signify our thankfull acceptation of your

friendly lines in answer to our former letter, the 6th of this

. instant. And that nothing might be wanting on our part we

do hereby further request of your Honour, speedily to improve

your interest and power for the return of those poor captives

yet remaining alive among the Mowhawks, and for the future

security of all our friendly Indians. Our bowels cannot but

greatly yearn towards them, considering how friendly and

faithful they have manifested themselves to be to the English

in our late troubles; and many of them are among the little

number on whom the blessed God hath had compassion, in

sending to them his everlasting Gospel, and we hope not with

out success to some of their poor souls. We have not yet

been informed of any just ground that the Maquas pretend for

their daily excursions and depredations. Your friendly aspect

and pains herein, and for the settling of a general peace among

the Indians, we judge will be acceptable to God, to his Majesty,

and shall be to us, who are, Honorable Sir,

Your humble servants,

The Commissioners of the United Colonies:

WM. LEETE, President.

Directed: For the Honble. Sir Tno. DANFORTH,

Edmund Andros, Knight, & Josnrn DUDLEY,

Governor of his Royal High- Tno. HINCKLEY,

ness’s Territories in America, JAMES Cunwonrn,

at Fort James, in New York. JOHN ALLYN.

Mr. Samuel Wilson and John Watson, of Pettaquamscott,

having presented to the Commissioners, each of them, a bill of
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charge of sundry particulars, upon the Colonies, for provisions

to the army in the Narragansett country, the Commissioners,

being not certified by the officers of those companies charged

to receive such supply, nor vouchers signing their accounts,

cannot at present see cause to allow their demands.

The Commissioners having been moved to consider Captain

Avery for his good service in assisting in the Government of

the Pequots, for sundry years past, having received no con

sideration for the same, do agree to grant him five pounds, to

be paid out of the Corporation [stock,] the next year.

There is ten pounds, for one hundred bushels of corn deliv

ered the Indians from Watertown mill, which hath been now

presented to be accounted for, which is also reserved to be paid

in the next year’s account.

For the settling of the accounts between the United Colo

nies, with reference to the late Indian War :—

The accounts presented by the Commissioners of the Massa

' chusetts, amounting unto forty-six thousand two hundred

and ninety-two pounds in money, is allowed; provided always,

in case the General Courts of the other Colonies, on their

perusal of the result of this meeting, shall disallow the charge

of those expeditions that were without their patent liberties,

within the province of Maine or farther eastward, then so

much as was expended on the first exigent that happened on

those parts, Oct. 1st, 1675, being allowed, according as the

Commissioners then ordered, the remainder of what is charged

in that account for after expeditions in the abovesaid province

&c. as above, shall be abated out of their account.

The accounts presented by the Commissioners of Plymouth,

amounting unto eleven thousand seven hundred forty and

three pounds, whereof was paid out of their treasury, three

thousand pounds, and the remainder by the disbursements

made in the several towns ; the whole is allowed.

The account of disbursements made by Connecticut Colony,

amounting unto twenty-two thousand one hundred and sev

enty-three pounds, raised by rate upon their several inhabit

ants, is allowed; and their Treasurer informing that they

remain yet debtor to several, to the value of about one thou

sand pounds in like pay, when made appear, the same shall be

allowed also. 19. 7th. ’78.

WM. LEETE, President.

THO. DANFORTH, consent hereto, excepting as to the defalking of any

JOSEPH DUDLEY, part of the charge spent in the Eastern parts.

THOMAS HINCKLEY,

JAMES CUDWORTH,

Jorm ALLYN.
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The Commissioners do agree that it be by them severally

propounded unto their General Courts, that means may be

used, by proclamation, messengers, or otherwise, to draw off

the remainder of the enemy Indians, from the French and

other parts, and them to dispose in meet places where they

may be secured from doing or suffering further damage.

Passed by vote, WM. LEETE, President.

Whereas, in the year 1660, the Commissioners, for the encour

agement of the Indians to put their children apprentices to

the English, ordered that such as should so do should have

one coat per annum during the said term,—the Commissioners

do judge meet to revise the said order, provided that they be

put apprentices not for less term than until they come to

twenty-one years of age, and be placed, with the approbation

of two of the Commissioners, with godly masters, such as

will engage to teach them to read well, and bring them in

Christian nurture; and that once in each year, they make

their appearance before the Commissioners of some Colony

and give an account thereof; upon whose certificate that these

conditions are performed, then the said coats shall be paid out

of the Corporation stock ; otherwise, the said apprentices are

to be taken from their masters, and the request of the parents,

and placed where they may be nurtured and educated as here

provided.

Scantamaugeawg, a Natick Indian, coming to the Commis- '

sioners, and showing them a girdle of wampum which he said

was sent them by the Maquas to put out a fire which they had

kindled by some injuries that had been of late done to

them by some of theirs; and he asking our advice about it,

with professing that himself and all those Indians so sent unto

are and will be still under the command of the English, to

remain faithful to them and their interest at all times, how

ever they should advise about this matter; the Commissioners

told him that he and all those Indians so doing and remaining

in their possessed subjection and fidelity to the English, and

signifying so much to the Maquas upon their taking the wam

pum, we left them to their liberty to receive it or not; but

wish them not to ensnare themselves thereby, in subjecting to .

or confederating with the Maquas, inconsistent with their rela

tion to the English as aforesaid ; which was by himself prom

ised in behalf of the said Indians ; and so he was dismissed.

The Commissioners-of the United Colonies do agree to com

mend to their several General Courts, that the third Thursday

in November next may by all their people jointly [be] set

apart and kept a solemn day of Fasting and Prayer, to the end

63
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that they may humble themselves before the Lord and seek his

face ;—

1st. That we may be suitably affected with and humbled un

der all the many tokens of his great anger kindled against us.

2dly. Freely to pardon all our manifold provocations, be

reconciled unto us, and heal our land.

3dly. That as he was present with that blessed generation

of his precious ones, the leaders of his people into and in this

wilderness, and did hear them when (in their distress) they

cried unto him, so he will still please to dwell in the midst of,

and not forsake us.

4thly. That he will not take away his holy Gospel; and, if

it be his good will, yet to continue our liberties, civil and

ecclesiastical, to us and our children after us.

5thly. That a spirit of conversion may be poured out upon

our children, that they may give up themselves and their seed

after them to be the Lord’s, willingly subjecting themselves

to all his holy rules and government in his house.

Ult. That in our now low estate, in very many respects

obvious to all serious spirits whose eyes are open, [so to smile

upon us that]* his tender mercies may speedily prevent us.

The disbursement of the Colony of the Massachusetts upon

the late War; taken out of said Colony’s accounts, as stated

from the 25th day of June, 1675, to the 23d day of Septem

ber, 1676 ; the number in the margin, referring to the Ledger

folio, and the number on each article therein, directing to

Journal page, wherein every particular of the parcels thereof

is, also the number of each debenture, order, account,'or blotter

entry; all which are filled up in hundreds, to the number of

5794.

Debtor, WAR. _ Dr.

To the following accounts paid ofl‘, Li, 5, d,

as stipends, in or as silver, viz.—

168. Indian service, 6.13.03

425. Contingents, about Indians, horses, enter

tainments, journeys, &c., 133.02.03

556. Scalps, 7.00.00

567. Maritime disbursements, for freight and

wages, 127.02.09

569. Military service; to commander-, oflicers

and soldiers, 9557.07.02%

607. Postage and guides, 34.15.10

 

* See page 21, ante.
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608. Carriages and guards for cartage, lighter

age, conveighs [for] wounded men, 103.14.01

621. To the following accounts of magazine dis

bursements,paid off in silver as before,* 191.16.05

I ‘_—r

10161.11.09%
Li. s. d.

29. Smith’s work ; for fixing arms

and shoeing horses, 30.13.04

567. Ammunition; for powder, ball

and match, 393.02.11

576. Arms; for muskets, carbines,

swords,bandaleers,powder

bags, horns,carduce boxes,

flints, pole-axes, colours,

drums, 412.0003

621 . Sadlery ; forwork, saddles, bri

dles, girths, pannels, pan

niards, 80.02.04 915.1810

 

To the following accounts disbursed as

before, in silver, for provant :—

155. Bacon, 01.10.09

283. Liquors ; for wine, beer, spirits, 208.05.09

286. Medicaments; forsalves,ungu

ents, oils, powders, 170.]3.08

291. Fish, 2.12.00

Salt, 7.18.02}

292. Beef, 51.11.11%

392. Fodder; for hay and grain in

the straw, 80.00.00

526. Bran, 1.04.00

565. Grocery ; forfruits, spice, sugar, 64.00.10

568. Biscuit; for bread and rusk, 902.16,08%

Pork, 301.07.09%

Grain; for pease, wheat, bar- ,

ley, rye, Indian, 95.07.014-L

569. Cattle ; for oxen,heifers, cows,

sheep, swine, 173.09.07%

607. Chandlery ; for cheese, oatmeal,

vinegar, oil, lard, tallow,

meal, weeke (wick 1?), 31.18.07%

619. Tobacco and pipes, 56.17.01

621. Billetting, for quarters, 168.05.06fi- 2317.19.08§};F

 

* This entry is, obviously, out of its pro er place. It belongs with the four items of

account which next follow. The recor er probably omitted in transcribing the

original statement of account, the entry made from the Ledger tolio 621.
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To the following accounts disbursed

in silver, for clothing :—

19. Breeches, 22.07.02

150. Trousers, straps and

mantles, 5.13.08

0.15.00 7.12.08

1.04.00

209. Coats, 102.16.02

292. Upholstery; for rugs, blan

kets, tent canvas, 26.19.05

353. Waistcoats, 91.05.00

251.00.05 13395.10.04i%';

Per Contra. Cr.

By the following accounts, received in or

as silver, viz.

137. Military fines, from several,

for not obeying command, 99.00.09

550. Captives; for 188 prisoners at

war, sold, 397.13.00

555. Hides, sold, 36.13.04§

621. Apparel; for severals,defalked

from the soldiers, of that

charged for clothing, 394.09.03 927.16.04il

Debtor, WAR. Dr.

Li. s. (L Li. s. d.

Brought from folio 1, 251.00.05 13395.10.04i§,

122. Millinery; disbursements for

combs, mittens, gloves,

thread, silk, tapes, filleting,

thongs, neck-cloths, pins,

needles, paper, wax, books, 34.00.02

565. Stockings, 108.16.01

566. Drapery; for cotton, dufi'els,

linen, calico, sacking, bolt

ing cloth, canvas, 226.13.01

570. Shirts, 183.0406

608. Drawers, 141.0003

619. Shoes, 268.13.03 1213.07.09

To the following accounts relating to the ‘

Tram, paid in and as silver, as before 2-
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13. Materials; for boards, nails,

spikes, 05.10.01§

43. Utensils; for copper kettles,

stew-pans, bellows, bowls,

porringers, spoons, dram

cups, bottles, 33.17.09

252. Instruments for chirurgery,

knives and scissors, 5.01206

666. Miscellanies; for severals, so

mixed and mated together

as not well to be severed

. in distinct accounts, 25.02.09

570. Tools; for axes, hatchets, pick

axes, spades, reap-hooks,

files, 19.13.00

620. Baggage; for sacks,hogsheads, '

barrels, runlets, chests,

boxes, bags, wallets, twine,

rope, line, hooks, cords,

snapsacks, 49.11.05 13816.6’;

600. Mixed disbursements, for severals, expended

by divers towns, for arms, ammunition,

provision &c., as particularized in their

particular accounts that are come to hand

to be stated, 434603.005

19093.17.08%T"§

Per Contra, is Cr.

Brought from folio 1, 92716.0-4%

By Balance, for the difference, 18166.O1.04,2T

Debtor, WAR. , Dr.

. LI. s. d.

To balance, of the foregoing account stated, 18166.01.04T2a

Rate [pay], 5794.175

To payments in silver by the for

mer Treasurer, Richard Russell

Esq., to the charge of Dr. WAR, >1038.08.8%

as per his account, more than is

stated as before, 1585.154 2624:.O4.0§?F

Ditto in rate pay, 2114.071}
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To payments also made in silver

by the present Treasurer, for

severals, to Dr. WAR, as en- 121631910

tered on the 2d and 3d Blotters, _

not yet stated, 13338.00.09 25.502.00.07

Ditto in rate pay, 17784.1.0

Both these sums are gathered out of the Waste

Books ; the 2d Waste Book beginning at fol. 113,

and out of the third Waste Book, from fol. 1, to

fol. 77. ______

46292.06.00

Per Contra, is Gr.

Per Balance, for the whole charge of the War,

that is yet come to the Treasurer’s hands, 46292.06.00

[Ditto in rate pay,] 25692-3.05.06}

As attests,

Jorm HULL, Treasurer.

Errors excepted.

9.6.’78, accepted by us,

T110. Dmronrn,

Josnrn DUDLEY.

The accounts above written, by the vote of the Commission

ers were not accepted. '

WM. LEETE, President.

The true reason of our above written vote of the non-accept

ance of the Massachusetts accounts, is because we do not see‘

it made appear that the whole of the above written charge is

expended in the limits of the Confederation,

WILLIAM LEETE, President.

The Commissioners do agree to adjourn [to] the 3d Thurs

day in March next, to meet then at Plymouth, at which time

the advantage gained by sale of persons, lands or goods,

already made by either Colony,with reference to the late Indian

War, shall be then presented ; and so much as is not already

defalcated in the accounts passed at this meeting shall be then

settled; and what remains yet to be disposed of, in lands or

otherwise, shall then be disposed, by a committee appointed

by the General Courts or Councils of each Colony, and in

defect thereof, by the Commissioners of the Colony. And the

lands, or value thereof, &c. as the best market will afford, shall
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by them be settled, and divided as the Ninth Article in the

Confederation doth direct. Dated, 19 (7.) ’78.

WM. LEETE, President.

I consent hereunto, provided that THOMAS DANFORTH,

I am not hereby included to act in Jos. DUDLEY,

the dispose or division of the lands, JAMES CUDWORTH,

at that present meeting, if good JOHN ALLYN.

reason shall then appear to the

contrary.‘ T110. HINCKLEY.

The foregoing conclusions were agreed and underwritten

by the Conimissioners of the United Colonies, Hartford,

September 20th, 1678.

WM LEETE, President.

Tnonas DANFORTH,

JOSEPH DUDLEY,

T110. HINOKLEY,

Jamns CUDWORTH,

JOHN ALLYN.

 

Governor Andros to the Commissioners."‘

[From the Files; War, I. 140.]

New Yorke, 7ber 25", 1678.

Honble Sts

I reced yo" of the 14th Instant last night, & in answer to

what is therein desired haue advised therevpon and find, (that

you haueing made a pticuler treaty with the Maquas and after

wards vpon rong reced as you menéon sent to demand satis

fac6on without my knowledge or notice to any here in my

absence) it is not adviseable for me to deale with sd Maquas on

yor accompte unlesse you send some by you sufficiently author

ized for that purpose (it being necessary you assertaine yor sd

treaty & message with them), well if you shall thinke fitt to

doe this way I shall not only afford them all librty through the

Government but contribute what shall be further proper on my

parte as occasion, when it will be requisite that some likewise

come from Vnkus & ye other yor friend Indians: And if it

be necessary for the publique good of these Collonyes further

to advise on the matter, I am willing and ready myselfe to

 

*‘ This letter has been printed in Documents Relating to the Col. History of New

York, Ill. 275. As it was not received at Hartford until after the adjournment of the

meeting of the Commissioners, it was answered by Gov. Leete and Mr. Allyn (as Com

missioners for Connecticut.) See their letter, of October 9th, in the Appendix, No.

III. (p. 259, ante.)
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giue a meeting att Newhauen or any other fitting place

between this and that, desireing to doe my duty to ye vtt'most

in euery good respect you menéon & remaine

Honoble S", your most humble servant,

E. Anonoss.

[Addressed :] For the Honoble the GovernoIr of

Connecticutt & Commissioners of ye Vnited

Collonys, Att Hartford.

 

From Mr. Thomas Mag/hew.

[Original, in ‘ Ecclesiastical,’ I. 48.]

Vppon the Vynyard 24: 6: 78.

Right worshipfull

and worshipfull.

Be pleased to vnderstand the work of God amongst the

Indians vppon [ ] seemes to me to prosper. There

are here two churches consisting of forty [ ] members

that hath hitherto walked inofensyvely ; there are now seuen

] every Lord’s daye, supplyed with eleuen teachers

that are able and doe [take] counsel to promote fayth

holyness. The chiefe men of euery place are [ ] and

doe put forth their abillities to vpphold the worshipp of God

and alls[o ]'gouerment. There are about one hun

dred and forty men that are not tainted w[ith] drunkennesse

which is seuerely punished in euery place. Witchcraft and

]1are here out of vse. I hope the Lord will gyue

the lyke b essing to or indeauors touching drunkennesse ;

there are some that are already of the worst that hates it. At

Elyzabethes lland there are 40 families and a teacher which

doe allso carry out the worshipp of God, and they also doe pay

the drunkards t[ ] Its straunge to see how readyly

they stripp themselues to receive punnishment for this sin of

wch or nation is much guylty. All vessells that com hither

and [that] passe through the Sound, Rhoade Ilanders and

some of our Inhabitants, doe supply them and its very hard to

take them. I am not out of hope but that the generallity

will be convinced of their folly and gyve it quite over, that is,

the vse of rum. Thus matters stand heer at present. I eon

ceiue no man can contradict it. And for Nantukket, things

are in a very comfortable way. I sent 4 vnderstanding Indians

thither purposely, whose goeing was very usefull in severall re

spects too longe to recite here. The honoured Commissioners

hath beene pleased to expresse their readynes to incouradge
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such as are imployed in this service. There are twelue here;

Iacomoes and Toquanosh"‘ haue had 16li severall yeares ; they

well deserue it; the rest fyfty shillings a peice wch is forty one

pound. Metarki hath had sometymes more: for John May

hewi he is laborious and the Indians with him are vnyversally

satisfyed, who intended to come vnto yor honoured selues but

where you now meete he cannot. For myselfe, this is the 31

yeares that I haue beene vppon_ this Imployment. I suppose

seuen years I received nothing though I was at much chardge

about it ; yf I am not more seruiceable now than euer as it is

with me to this work my tyme hath not beene well spent. I

expect a paper this morning from the Indians, that containes

what was done att Nantukkett, wch I hope will come ere the

vessell goes. I began this last night. I much desired to

write to yo‘ worthy selues to gyve something towards a meete

ing house and allso schoolling. If ten pounds may be had it

wilbe much for their Incouradgment whoe without murmur

ing hath borne the shortninge of theire wonted allowance. I

will add this, that to this hower wee never have had the least

cause to my best vnderstandinge to suspect any trouble from

the Indians, but haue and doe carry things verry well. John

Mayhew his letter is not yett com to my hand ; I doubt it will

not; I shall send it yf possible; this opportunyty is sudden,

well I was verry willing to make vse of, for I heard not till

Satterday of yor meeteing at Conectacutt. John Mayhew I

expecte his letter now well will further informe of the state of

things according to his vnderstanding. The next yeare yf

God prmitt he by word of mouth may gyve a full accompt. It

hath pleased God to keepe me alyue and verry well, to write

 

* “ Hiacoomes was an Indian of Great Harbor, now Edgartown, where a few Eng

lish families settled first in the 'ear 1642.” (Mayhew's Indian Converts.) “ The first

Indian embracing the notion of forsaking their gods, and praying to the true God.”

Mather’s Mn n1lia,b. VI., c. 6. sec. 2,—where the name is written, I-a’-coornes. An

Indian churc was gathered at the Vineyard, August 22, 1670, ‘_‘ This church, after

fasting and prayer, chose Hiacoomes to be their astor; John Tockmosh, an able and a

discreet Christian to be their teacher.” Id., b. ll. pt. III. Hmcoomes, of whom a. full

account is given in E. Mayhew’s Indian Converts, and in Mr. Thomas Mayhew’s let

ter to Mr. Whitefield, in 3 Mass. Hist. Coll., IV. 109-118, died about 1690. John

Taquanosh, or Tackannsh, who “was reckoned to exceed the said I-liacoomes, both in

his natural and acquired abilities," became the pastor of the second church, and, after

the death of Hiacoomes, the two churches were united under his pastoral care. In

dian Converts, 14, 15.

T “ Mitark, Sachem of the Gay-head on Martha's Vine ard, deceased January,

1683. - - - A prince memorable for his forsaking his peop e for the sake of Chns-t,

and his return with happy success in proselyting his subjects to the worslnp of God In

Christ." Magnalia, b. L, c. 6. '

i Son of Thomas Mayhew Jr., now about 26 ears of age. “ Mr. Illa lhew [_semor,]

by Mr. C0tton’s removing from the island, was eft alone as to any hng 1sh assistance:

but Mr. John Mayhew, is grandson, being called to preach to a ‘small eop_le, [at

Tisbury,] by the urgent and ardent desires of the Indians, and bcmg we I skIll’d In

their language, compl ’d with them; and once every week preached at some of their

plantations.’ Magmi ‘a, b. VI., c. 6. He died, Feb. 8, 1689, set. 37.

64
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thus much in my 87th yeare hallf out.j: I wish a vessell may

com in here bound for Connectacutt tyme ynough for me to be

there ere yor meeteing breake vpp ; yf any doe yf God please

I will see you there, w°h is my greate desyre, but by land it is

to farr a Journey for me. For the present with my seruice

remembred vnto you all, desireinge yor prayers that I may

fynnish my dayes in a holy manner, desireing the Lord to

blesse and prosper you in all yo’r worthy vndertakeings, I

hastyly rest
- Yor worshipps to serue you in or Lord

Jesus, Tnoms MAYHEW.

John’s letter nor the

Indian paper is not come.

[Addressed :] For the right worshippfull & worshippfull

the Commissioners ofthe Vnyted Collonyes.

These present.

Att Conectacutt.

 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the United Colonies, in

Boston, August 25th, 1679.1‘

In answer to His Majesty’s letter to the Governor and Mag

istrates of the several Colonies, a letter was drawn up and

directed to the Honorable the Earl of Sunderland, one of his

Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, to be communicated

to his Majesty.

Right Honorable:

In observance of our duty and allegiance to his dread

Majesty, our gracious Sovereign, and obedience to his com

mands by hisletters directed severally to the Governors of his

Majesty’s United Colonies in New England, given at his royal

 

An imperfect impression of Mr. Mayhew’s seal, on wax, remains upon this letter: I

* This indicates the early part of the year 1592, as the time of Mr. Mayhew's birth.

Consequently, he had not com leted his ninetieth year, at his death in 1681. This is,

nearly, as stated by Rev. Dr. reeman, in 2 Mass. Hist. Coll., III. 70: but Dr. Prince

(in the Account of English Ministers at the Vineyard,) says that Mr. Mayhew died

“ in the 93d year of his age; " and so, the editor of Gookin’s Hist. Collections, in Mass.

Hist. Coll., I. 202, who is followed by Dr. Holmes, and other later writers.

the escutcheon bearing, on a chevron, between three birds, five lozenges; with a mullet

(as ofdifi'erence,) in middle chief. This coat is iven by Burke, as that of “ Mayou,

of Dinton, Co. Wills.” The birds are robably crnish choughs, one of which consti

tuted the crest of the Lestwithiel (Co. Lornwall) family of Muhewe or Mayow, and of

the Mahewes of Essex. g .

T The orig1n_al_minutes of this meeting, in the hand writing of Mr. Allyn, subscribed

by the Commissioners. are in Foreign orrespondence, Vol. 1., Doc. 15. With these,

the record has been collated.
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Court in Whitehall, Feb. 12th, 167% ; we perceiving, by

mutual advice, that his Majesty’s letters aforesaid, to each of

these colonies, are of the same import, containing like com

mands of an account of the contents of the lands ofMount Hope

and Narragansett &c., whichin the late wars with the barbarous

natives, our neighbours, were taken out of their hands,—we

crave leave to give your Honour this following account.

As [to] the immediate and more apparent occasion of the

said war with the natives, the progress and consequences

thereof, the printed narrative which we here emit to your

Honour, although the labour of a private hand, yet for the sub

stance thereof doth truly set forth the same: nevertheless we

have (as we apprehend) just ground not only to fear, but without

breach of charity to conclude, that these malicious designers, the

Jesuits, (those grand enemies to his Majesty’s crown as well as

to the Protestant religion by us professed,) have had their in

fiuence in the contrivement thereof; and of the certainty

hereof we have been credibly informed, by both Indians and

English, at home and abroad.

And as for those lands of Mount Hope, although Philip,

with the Indians over whom he was Sachem, possessed the

same, yet they are not so properly to be called conquered

lands, but such whose Indian claim therein and title thereto

is now forfeited into the hands of the English of said colony,

by his breach of covenant with them. And we thus apprehend,

for these reasons :—

1. In that those lands are indubitably within the limits and

bounds of his Majesty’s Colony of New Plymouth, contained

within the express limits of his Royal Charter granted to

them, and are within the bounds of an English town of that

colony, planted by them near forty years, called Seaconck and

Swansey.

2. Philip, Sachem, and all those Indians under him, were

orderly subjected to his Majesty’s government there settled by

authority of said Charter, as by sundry instruments under the

hands and seals of said Philip and his chief men may fully be

made to appear.

3. The necessity as well as justice of said war, on the part

of the English, for the preservation of the lives and estates of

his Majesty’s good subjects there settled, the printed narrative

above mentioned doth fully declare, and we have no reason to

doubt but will be to satisfaction.

As for the contents or value of said lands called Mount

Hope, they have formerly been estimated at seven thousand

acres, but upon a late survey do appear to be of less quantity;

and for value, its advance is the more considerable by reason
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of its situation near the sea, and so may be some accommoda

tion to that Colony for a place of trade; otherwise, the im

provement and benefit thereof would be very inconsiderable,

and an invaluable sum towards New Plymouth’s part of dis

bursements, which in the whole hath been more than one

hundred thousand pounds.

As for that proposal made in behalf of Mr. Wm. Crowne,

we may truly inform your Honour that neither his former

losses,—which were rather imaginary than real,—nor his

present demeanors seem such to us as should highly deserve

of his Majesty ; being rather a burden and disservice to such

places where he hath been, than otherwise ; and particularly

to one of our plantations, settled before the unhappy war, where

himself, as well as others, had good accommodations freely

granted him ; but very unhappy disquiets attended that plan

tation during his residence there.

As for those lands of Narragansett, they are included in his

Majesty’s Charter granted to Connecticut, and so, regularly

under the government thereof: and before the war began,

were peaceably settled with inhabitants in several parts thereof,

in right of purchase from the Indians, and were likely to have

been a flourishing plantation, under the countenance of his

Majesty’s government there settled by his Letters Patent to

that Colony, under the broad seal, and by his particular com

mands to other of the Colonies severally, requiring their assist

ance _of them. But, since the war, these parts are disturbed

by sundry who do intrude themselves upon them, by counte

nance of the government of Rhode Island, as they allege,

and are an ungoverned people, utterly uncapable to advance

his Majesty’s interest or the peace and happiness of their

neighbours.

As for the acts of his Majesty’s Commissioners, 1664-5, we

hope that none of their conclusions were intended to contra

dict his Majesty’s charters granted to his good subjects here;

especially, considering the absence of Colonel Niccols when

such conclusions were drawn up by others of them ; without

whose concurrence, their acts, as their own commission ex

hibited declared to us, were invalid.

We humbly crave leave to propose that it will be most diffi

'cult, if not impossible, for the several claimers of right in that

country, now resident in these Colonies, to defend their inter

est, in England, before his Majesty and Honorable Council ;

the whole estate of many of them being not able to transport

them over seas, or supply the management of an easy defence

at such a distance; whence they must inevitably sink under the

burden of the loss of all, if his Majesty be not pleased in his
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royal wisdom to order some other expedient to an issue. The

English of these Colonies having, by his Majesty’s good leave,

under security of his letters patent, removed themselves into

this remote wilderness, near fifty years now past, they have

confidence that the malice of their adversaries, by their pri

vate insinuations and unjust reproaches, shall not now prevail

to disturb them in their so orderly settlement.

We humbly offer to your Honour’s hands these brief intima

tions, which we humbly intreat your Honour’s favour and can

dour so far to communicate and lay before his Majesty asin your

wisdom you may judge a service to his Majesty’s interest and

benefit to his good subjects here. A more full and particular

answer to his Majesty’s commands, as the Colonies may be

severally concerned, we shall refer to their General Courts to

present. , .

Honourable Sir, we take leave to subscribe ourselves, your

most humble servants, the Commissioners of the United Colo

nies of New England, viz., the Massachusetts, Plymouth and

Connecticut; by the special order of the respective Governors

and Councils of his Majesty’s said Colonies.

Boston, in New England, Aug. 25, 1679.

T. D[anforth.]

To the Right Honorable the Earl of Sun- J. D[ndley.]

derland, one of his Majesty’s principal J. W[inslow.]

Secretaries of State; to be communicated T. H[inckley.]

to his Majesty,-—These humbly Present. J. A[llyn.]

J. R[ichards.]

Allowed in money, to Capt. John Hull, for cattle eaten by

the confederate army in the Narragansett, in proportion from

the several Colonies, twenty-five pounds.

To Capt. John Hull”‘ and Wm. Crofts, for ditto, in money,

- twenty-five pounds, from the several Colonies.

Appeared, the Reverend Mr. John Eliot, and made a motion

referring to the re-printing of the Bible.T

Some demands of Mr. Smith and Mr. Sandford are referred

to the next meeting of the Commissioners.

* Capt. John Hull, of Boston, was a partner with Samuel Wilbor and others in the

purchase of Pettiquarnscut (South Kingstown, R. I.) from the Narragansett Sachems,

in 1657. He held extensive tracts of land there, until his death, when they passed

into the possession of his son-in-law, Judge Sewall. William Crofts, of Pettiquamscut,

was erhaps a tenant of Capt. Hull. I

T ' ‘his motion had been preferred by Mr. Ehot at the previous meeting, in March,

1679,—when, “ the Commissioners having had some debate about that matter, do

judge it most expedient to defer the determination thereof to the next meeting.” An

edition of the New Testament was printed in 1680; which was atterwards bound

u with the revised edition of the Old Testament, prmted at Cambridge (by Samuel

reen,) in 1686.
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Agreed upon, the day and year above written, by the Com

missioners of the United Colonies.

THOMAS DANEORTH, President.

Josnrrr DUDLEY,

Josma WINSLOW,

THoMAs HINGKLEY,

JQHN ALLYN,

JAMEs RICHARDS.

At a meeting of the Commissioners for the United Colonies,_

the 6th of September, 1681.

For the full settlement of the claim of Mr. Gershom Bulke

ley, for the cure of a wounded soldier‘ sent by Major Pynchon,

whereupon suit is depending at Connecticut Colony, it is

mutually agreed that there be forty-nine pounds in money

paid in full, in such proportion as the Articles direct.

And the Commissioners for Hartford Colony do engage the

vacating of the said process against Major Pynchon, there

upon:

That thcre be in the like pay and proportion paid to Wm.

Woodcock, of Plymouth Colony, fifty-five pounds, ten shill

ings, in full of all demands from any of the said Colonies. '

Massachusetts share, being concluded to be, of the whole,

53L.: Plymouth, 20L.i Connecticut, 31L. 10s.

Allowed the widow Cole, for sheep and cattle eaten in the

Nalrragansett country, in proportion from the several Colo

nies, 10L.

WILLIAM SToUGnToN, President.

Josnrn DUDLEY,

TnoMAs HINCKLEY,

JAMES OUDWORTH,

ROBT. TREAT,

JOHN ALLYN.

 

*.Iune, 1680, the Massachusetts Court granted Mr. Bulkeley, “in full satisfaction

for his cure of Jonathan Welles, a wounded soldier in the late war, the sum of twenty

five pounds money, or fort pounds in country pay." Mass. Rec., V. 282. This grant

Was not accepted by Mr. ulkeley, who, in December following, sued Major John

Pynchon, of Springfield, at the Hartford County Court, on his engagement that due

care should be taken for payment of charges, medicine &c., for Welles, and obtained

a judgment for £49.11, and costs. Hart. 00. Court Rec., IV. 64. Massachusetts

complained that the allowance and countenance of this suit by the government of Con

necticut was “ a plain and manifest breach," and contended that by the agreement

of the Commissioners, at Plymouth, each colony was bound to discharge all existin

debts to their own inhabitants, for charges incurred by the war. See Mass. Rcc.,298, 318, 358, 360.
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a

At a meeting of the Commissioners for the United Colonies,

the 5th day of September, 1684 ; at Hartford.

Forasmuch as at a former meeting of the Commissioners at

Boston, August 25th, 1679, it was then agreed upon ‘that the

case of Mr. Richard Smith, of Narragansett, should be consid

ered, that he might have some allowance made him for the

great charge he was at in maintaining of our soldiers when at

his house, several times, and for that he was so greatly ser

viceable himself ;—it is therefore hereby concluded that forty

pounds in money shall be paid to said Richard [Smith,] in

full, in such proportion as the Articles direct. The Massa

chusetts to pay of this, 21L. 10s. 6d.; Plymouth to pay 6L.

3s. 2d. ; Connecticut to pay 12L. 6s. 4d.

The Commissioners of the United Colonies, considering

what need there is of our solemn addresses to God, by fer

vent prayer and humiliation of ourselves, throughout the

country, by reason of those rebukes and threatenings from

Heaven which we are at present under, his hand being stretch

ing out still ; and also to implore grace for, and the pouring

out of his Spirit upon, the rising generation ;-—-have thought

meet to recommend it to the several Governments, that the

22d day of October next be observed as a day of solemn humil

iation ; to the end that we may meet together in united pray

ers at the throne of grace, for the more effectual promoting of

the work of general reformation, so long discoursed of amongst

ourselves, (but greatly delayed ;) and that we may obtain the

favor of God for a farther lengthening out of our tranquillity,

under the shadow of our Sovereign Lord the King ; and that

God would preserve his life and establish his crown in right

eousness and peace, for the defence of the Protestant religion

in all his dominions.

ROBERT TREAT, President.

 

Richard Smith’s Petition.

[From the Original, in “ Colonial Boundaries," I. 169.]

To the Honrble the Commissioners of the United Collo

nys siting att Herford the 5th day of Septembr, 1684, in his

Maiestys Collony of Conecticott,
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_ » -_ __,_._>__-.__?____ ,.._..___,___ _ , -

The humbell petition of Richard Smith of Wickford, in the

Nanhigansett, sheweth, that yor petitioner in the time of the

late troubles and ware with the Indyans here att Nanhigansett

did suffer muche in his estate by entertayning the maney com

paneys of soulders, at his cost and charge, sent up by the

Uollonyes ; for which noe recompense hath it [yet ?] bin done

to yor petitioner. _ \

1st. Maior Savige and companeyes, with about 6 hundred,

and Gonecticott forces with him under oorhand of Capt. Win

throp, they had horse shoes and nayls to valew 3li 12“, be

sydes theyer interteynement 8 or 10 days, never pd. one far

thing. After which, the entertaynment of the whole armey,

myselfe and six of my seruants being one seruis, one of which

was slayne at the swamp fight, had noe alowance for our ser

uis. Also 26 hed of catell killed and eate by the sowders,

with 100 gootes att least, and att least 30 fatt hoggs ; all the

coper, bras and wooden vessells for the armeys use spoyled,

stole and lost, to the valew of nere 100li sterling ; great parte

of my post and rayle fences being feched and burnt by the

sowders; my oxen and cartt and utinsells being all lost, after

the garison went away; and lastly my housing burnt, being of

great valewe. Al which is to much for one perticular man to

bare ; I hauing bin to my utmost power redy to serue the

Guntry alwayes in what I could, nor ever had aney thing

alowed me for all aboue expresed, only for what the comas

saryes kept a acco. of, which was most salt provizions kept by

me by order, for use of the armey. Other men haue had sat

isfaccion in sume mesuer; and when I last petitioned your

Honnors att Boston, I had a promise of consideracion ; wher

for this 2d time I doe request yor Honnors to take the prem

ises into yor judishous and wise consideracion, to alowe me in

yor wisdom what you shall thinke requescett, and yor peti

cioner shall praye etc. and subscribe,

YoIr Honnors obleged and humbell servant,

. ‘ RICHJ SMITH.

Wickford in Nanhigansett,

First daye of Septem. 1684.
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Petition of Robert Chapman Sen, Capt. James Fitch and

Rev. Thomas Buckingham, asking that provision be made

for the maintenance of J0shua’s son,‘

[From the original, in hand-writing of Rev. T. Buckingham; ‘ Indians,‘ 1. 41.]

‘ To the Hon'ble Coft of Commissioners of his Majestl

United Colonies,now sitting in Hartford.

Honorable and Worshipfull. Wee account it noe small

parte of or happinesse that wee haue such an assembly as

yourselves to make mention of. Nor doe wee doubt but yoI

hands will bee full of greater matters than what wee crave lib

erty to present to yor consideration,—which is as followeth:

Joshua, late sachem, perceiving himselfe hastening to the

period of his life, was guided (in the criticall time of the late

wasting war) to seale his (alwayes experienced) friendshippe

to the Englishe interest, by roleing the care of his children

(then three, new but one) upon the English, and in speciall

upon us ; desireing that they might be educated according to

the English manner. The surviveing child (according to the

will of the deceased Father) was deliuered to us and received

by us, and hathe been under Englishe education, from the

fourthe of Aprill, 1681, untill now. The father, as appeareth,

supposed himselfe to have provided to maintaine his child.

It would bee too tedious to give yor hono" an account of the

failure thereof; but it is come to soe small a matter that the

child is run in debt upwards of twenty pownds. Wee have

been waiting in hopes of some way nearer home, but there

appeareth none; wherefore, have for some time intended to

spread this case before yor worthy selves, but have been prov

identially hindered untill now. And to avoide prolixity, what

wee have to present will come under these two heads ; first,

that it seemes a pity that such a motion from an Indian should

not bee countenanced by the Englishe; it bidding soe faire

towards the, at least, civilizeing, if not ehristianizeing the hea

then; it being alsoe, a motion from a knowne, approved freind

to the Englishe interest; the childe alsoe being towardly and

promising, and as good a proficient for his time as could be

expected. Nor is it unworthy consideration that the eyes of

 

*Attawanhood, or Joshua, the third son of Uncas, and sacl_1em_ of the western

Niantics,.died, May, 1676, leaving three children. He directed, in his Will, that they

should be tau ht English, and live, for four years, with then‘ mother, at or near Say

brook, and a rwards, “ be kept at the English schools,” and “ come not among an

Connecticut Indians.” He desired that all is le(gatees might have respect to his chi -

dren, but entrusted them to the es ecial care of apt. Chapman, Lieut. Pratt and Mr.

’ Buckingham. (Will, in Indians, . 30.) Only one of the children, Abimelech, was

living at the date of this petition.

65



514 msooans or THE UNITED conomas.

I--l~I*l—~|-__|-. -~u-- ~—---I----_-...___.__,-._~____

the Indians are upon us. And yet, secondly, wee see noe

other way but this designe must fall unlesse yourselves, in

yor publik capacity, will please to support it, by allowing some

thing to defray past and coming charges.

Wee will not adventure to adde, but to crave yor pardon

for or boldnesse, and yor consideration of the case. See,

chearfully lifting up or poore prayers to God, for his gracious

presence with yorselves, wee take leave to subscribe orselves,

yolr hono" humbly at command, 1*

Ronear CHAPMAN, Senior.

Say-Brooke. JAMES FITCH, Jun°.

1H: 7br:1684. T110: BUCKINGHAME.
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Ackenach, sachem of Milford, &c.; land

laid out for on Corum Hill, 55, 68,-—and

east of Stratford river, 68.

Accounts of the colony, to be audited, 49,

72, 102, 120; debtors to the colony, to

be compelled to make up their accounts,

83; for the year 1685, stated, 342, 343;

of the colony's charges for the Indian

war, 492, 493.

Actions, civil; reviews not to be granted

to plaintiffs, in county courts,—nor to

defendants except &c. 76; court and

jury fees, 129; appeals to the general

court, to pay a duty, 129; plaintiff not

ap caring, to be non-suited, 158; actions

to e entered before second day of court,

158; no pleas or testimony to be receiv

ed, after the case goes to the jury, 158;

costs allowed to parties, for travel and

attendance, 168. See Executions.

Adams, Jeremy, 348; his ordinary, the

place of meeting for the courts, 145;

mort ged to the colony, 145 172; con

veye to serj. Zach. San ford, 172.

— Samuel, prop. freeman, 199; admit

ted, 217.

Addresses and petitions to the King; (in

October, 1678,) 24, 260; (October, 1679,)

38, 278; (Nov. 1683,) 136-138; (April,

1685,) 172,341; (May, 1685,) 179; (July,

1686,) 209; (August, 1686,) 370; (a sec

ond ordered,) 212, 374; (June, 1689,)

254, 463, 469. The general court's let

ter to the secretary of state, January,

1686-7,) 977.

Administration, letters of, by whom to be

anted &c., 424.

A kins, Samuel, granted five pounds, for

injuries received while firing a salute

for Gov. Dongan, 176.

Admiralty; the court of assistants consti

tuted a court of, 95.

Agent in England; Mr. William Whiting

appointed by the Council, 211, 213; his

instructions 213, 368; the court resolve

not to send a special agent 237; an‘

agent for all the united colonies, pro

posed by Joseph Dudley, 359; corres

pondence with Mr. Whiting, 384, 385,

886,446, 469.

EX.

Allyn, Capt. John, elected assistant and

secretary, 2, 25, 48, 75, 96, 114,139,168

194, 229, 250; comm’r for the united

colonies, 7, 26, 49, 76, 98, 116, 142, 195;

land iven him by Joshua’s will, con

firme 34; comm’r to treat with gov

ernor Dongan, about the boundary, 134,

135, 331; sued by Mrs. Haynes, for

damages occasioned by his mill dam,

184; his supposed influence in annexing

Connecticut to the overnment of An

dros, 387; delivers t e seal to Andros,

391; is sworn a member of the council,

890; a pointed judge of the court of

pleas or Hartford county, 390, 392, and

takes the oaths, 438; his letters to Sir

Edmund Andros, 397, 438, 450; to John

West, 395, 439; ordered to detach men

for defence of the upper settlements,

453; an active promoter of the revolu

tiou, 254, 460:

a pointed on committees &c., 3, 42,

47,72, 98, 102, 109, 120, 136, 145, I72,

195, 202, 221:

other references, 16, 66, 76, 200.

Allyn, John, 43.

Allyn, John, deputy from New Haven, 181.

Allyn, Thomas, confirmed lieutenant of

Windsor train band, 91; law suit with

Daniel Pratt, about impounding cattle,

242, 243.

Allyn, Obadiah, 171.

Ambler, Abram, deputy for Stamford, 2,

16, 26, 36 75, 97; a pointed to grant

warrants &c., for Bed 0rd, 101.

Ammunition to be provided, by each

couniy, 63.

Amos, u h, 220: —-John, 220.

Andrews, ‘rancis,late of Bank-side, 282.

— Samuel, confirmed ensign of Wal

lingford train-band, 116.

—- Rev. Samuel, adm. freeman, 200;

granted 200 acres of land, 245.

—— Daniel, prop. freeman, 140; admit

ted 166.

Andros, Sir Edmund, correspondence with,

res ecting Indian captives, taken by the

M5 awks, 258, 259, 262, 491, 495, 503;

claims Fisher’s Island, for the Duke of

York, 64, 288; notifies Gov. Leete that
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Col. Gotfe is said to be concealed in

Hartford, 283; sails for England, 100;

returns to N. England, commissioned

governor of Massachusetts &c., 222, 376;

authorized to receive the surrender of

the Connecticut charter, 377; his family,

and previous histor , noticed, 376; pro

poses a surrender o the charter, to Gov.

I‘reat, 376, 379; the General Court’s

reply, 227, 380; writes, that judgment

will be entered on the quo warranto, and

offers one more opportunity of submis

sion, 381; gives notice that he has re

ceived orders to annex Connecticut, 387;

arrives in Hartford, with his escort,

(Oct. 81, 1687,) 889, 465; assumes the

government of Connecticut, 248, 388

391.

death of Lady Andros, 437; roposes

to go eastward, to Pemaquid, 0., 441,

443, 444; returned from Pemaquid, 446;

New York and the Jerseys annexed to

his government, 446; goes to New York,

447; leaves N. York for Albany, 449;

returns to N. York, 449,—thence, by

Hartford, to Boston, 449, 450; at Boston,

452: escapes from prison, 468; is retaken,

468; other references, 984, 385.

-__- his adrnimstration of government

in Connecticut: Gov. Treat and John

Allyn sworn as members of the council,

890; the deputy governor and assistants

madejudges of inferiour courts, and jus

tices of the peace, 390; courts of com

mon pleas established 390; John Allyn

appointed ‘judge for Iiartford county,

390; sheri s appointed, 391; superiour

courts, held by judges of the circuit-—

time and places of holding, 391, 403; is

seal, 391, 392; the seal for N. England,

392; Gov. Treat commissioned colonel,

391; an act for inforcing in Connecticut,

the laws made by the governor and coun

cil, drawn and submitted to the council,

894, 402; the inforcing act, amended at

Mr. Allyn's suggestion, and passed, 395,

397, 486, 402; the laws of the territory of

New England, enacted by the governour

and oeuncil, 402-436; in all cases not

specially provided for, the laws of Eng

land to be in force, 441; the right of the

eldest brother to inherit lands of the

ounger, established, 396, 400; order for

evying the colony rate, 401; Mr. Jose h

Whiting appointed collector, 401; or er

for execution of former judgments and

the issue of causes pendmg, 401; copies

of the laws sent to each county, 436; the

Indians to be treated as our own people,

438, but to be watched, 442, and brought

to punishment, if they do mischief, 448,

449; town meetin , except for choice of

ofiicers, rohibite , 429, 440; additional

duties 0 impost and excise, imposed,

433, 440; usual form of writs, 441; hos

tilities with the eastern Indians, 451,

452; orders to Lt. Col. Allyn to detach

60 men, for the defence of the upper

towns on Conn. river, 453.

See Revolution in Connecticut.

 

Answers to the Queries of the Lords’

Committee for Trade, (1680,) 294-801.

Appeals to the General Court, to pay a

uty, 129.

—- to the King; declaration of the Court

res ecting them, 167.

Arnold, Isaac; his sloop taken by pirates,

315, 319, 320.

-— Jose h, deputy for Haddam, 251, 254.

—— Step en, aid for sheep supplied for

the arm in arragansett, 494.

Articles 0 misdemeanor exhibited by E.

Randolph, against the governor and

company, 347.

Artillery: See Military.

Ashurst, Sir Henry 389; proposed as the

colony's agent, 470.

Ashley, Jonathan, prop. freeman, 128; ad

mitted, 141.

Assistants, elected: See Elections.

Astry, [Sir Samuel,] clerk of the crown,

signs the writs of Quo Warranto, 356,

358.

Athertcn, Major [Humphrey], 321.

Attawanhood, 176, 513. See Joshua.

Avery, Capt. James, 8, 9, 13; deputy for

New London, 2, 66, 97, 105, 115, 189,

151, 169, 181, 214; 251, 253; commis

sioner, 5, 26, 49, 76, 97, 115, 140, 169,

195, 230, 252; on committees &c., 43, 55,

81, 107, 117, 125, 176; his (grant of land

to be laid out, 69; grante £5, by the

comm’rs of the U. Colonies, for services

as governor of the Pe uots (1678,) 496;

confirmed captain of London train

band, 80: —— James,jun., 43.

Bahcock, Job, 290.

Baccus, William, depu? for Norwich, 48,

66,121, 133, 155; con rmed ensign, 60,

Baker, Samuel, 99: — Thomas, of Bos

ton, vs. Henry Elliott, 167.

Balderre, Adam, commander of a piratical

vessel, 318, .

Baldwin, John, 113.

Banks, John, dep. for R e, 2, 48; for

Greenwich, 17; for Fair eld, 16, 26, 36,

48, 66, 97, 106, 115, 121; on committees,

&c., 9, 7, 28, 92, 41, 49, 69, 72, 102, 109,

120, 140. .

Bankside, or Maximus; suit respecting

lands of Tho. Newton, there, 123; lands

to be set out to the inhabitants 232.

Barker, Mr. Edward, 216.

Barnard Bartholomew, 14.

Barrels, kilderkins, &c., the ma.nu.facture

and assize of, regulated, 425, 426.

Barret, Lieut. Samuel, 247.

Barthlome, William, 159.

Bartlett Jehoiada, freed from training, 52.

Bates, James, deputy for Haddum, 189,

155 181'
Y

—183-iohn, ensign of Stamford train-band,

Bayley, Mr. James, granted 200 acres, 245.

Beachem, Robert, vs. Israel Newton, 123.

Beard, Capt. John, 20, 49, 232; deputy, 2,

10, 26,35, 48,66, 75, 97, 106, 115,169,

181, 195, 207, 211,214, 223, 227,230,236,

249, 250, 254; commissioner, 115, 140,
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169, 230, 241; 252; proposed to Andros

for sherifi"of N. Haven county, 452.

Beardsley, John, resented for lieutenant

of Stratford tram-band, 126; confirmed,

170.

Bedford, nanied, made a town, and ofificers

a pointed, 101. See Hop Ground.

Bee e, Nathaniehccnstable of Stonington,

120.

Beef and pork; packing and inspection of,

regulated, 417, 418.

Beggars, not suffered to remain in the col

ony, 300.

Belc er, Andrew, vs. John Edgecombe, 89.

——- Captain, 437.

Belden, John; his heirs, vs. Thomas Hollis

tielr, respecting Naubuc land, 163, 167,

8.

—- Jonathan, 99.

Bell, Lieut. Jonathan, deputy, 48, 86, 106,

115, 121, 139,151,156 169, 181, 208,214,

280, 254; committee for the new planta

tion at the Hop Ground, 83; commis

sioner, 97, 115, 140, 169, 195, 230, 252.

——- Thomas, 33.

Benedict, Thomas, 142 240.

Bennett, James, vs. éerjeant Ward and

Walter Johnson, 164.

Benjamin, Caleb, 99.

Benton Edward, 99.

Betts, John, 83: _ Thomas, sen., 59.

Bewel], Peter, deputy 230, 237.

Bidwell, John, with John Allyn sued for

damage done by flooding land of Mrs.

Haynes, 184, 185.

Bigelo John 197, 216.

Bird, John; Bee Beard John.

Bishop, James, elected assistant, 1, 25, 48,

75, 96; deputy governor, 114, 139, 168,

194, 229, 250; granted 6 pounds, from

the treasury, 25; allowed ten years to

build on a home lot, 34; on committees

&c., 45, 49, 57, 72, 102, 103, 120, 156,

214, 230; other references, 66, 201.

-— John 67. ,

Bissell, John, 8, 120, 166; confirmed cor

net of the troop, 91; died at N. York,

450.

—Nathaniel, 4; vs. John and Jos. Whi

tingl, 162, 166.

-— ' ‘homas, confirmed quarter master of

. the troop, 91, 255; proposed for lieuten

ant, 450.

Blacks, few in the colony, and but two

christened (1680), 298.

Blackleach, John, vs. Rich. Lord, 112; ap

peals from probate of Christian Har

ert’s will, 244.

——- Richard 186.

Blackwell, dapt. John, interested in the

Wabaquasset purchase, 202; a patent

granted him for Mortlake, 202, 246;

note respecting him, 246.

Blathwayt, William, 290, 292, 294, 600,

804; appointed surveyor-general for

America, 807; a friend to Connecticut,

854; letter to, 303.

Blew Hills, 116.

Blin, Peter, 99.

 

Boards, the thickness of, &c.regulated, 427.

Boosey, James, 161: — Joseph, 161.

Booth, Richard, 10: — John, 98.

Borden, John; his administrators author—

ized to perfect a deed, 171.

Boreman, Daniel, 99: —— Jonathan, 99.

Boundaries: See Massachusetts; New

York; Rhode Island.

Bower, John, 2.

Bow(es) Alexander, 52.

Bowland, John, 323.

Bowton, (Bowden) John, deputy for Nor

walk, 3, 35, 48, 75,97,106, 115,169, 181.

Bracey, Steven, 123; allowed 4 pounds for

a. horse lost in country service, 103.

Brackett; see Brockett.

Bradstreet, Simon, governor of Massachu

setts, 480; letter from, 468.

—- Rev. Simon, his journal cited, 20, 96;

his widow authorized to convey land,

241.

Bra;lly, Peter, 240: -— Serjeant Steven,

1 1.

——- William, deputy for N. Haven, 17, 26,

48, 66, 115.

Branch, Peter, 220.

Brandige, John, 28; deputy for Rye, 75.

Branford; difference with the farmers on

the east side, 90; mil. ofiicer, 127;

granted liberty to embody in church

order 216; vessel, in 1680, 299: see

New i{ave'n village.

Branson, Francis; his deposition respect

ing Wm. Kelso, 323.

Brewster, Benjamin, deputy for Norwich,

35, 75,97, 195, 208, 211, 214, 251; com

missioner, 195, 230, 252; his farm annex

ed to Norwich, 220; other references,

98, 218.

— Daniel, 220.

Bricks, the assize of, regulated, 192.

Bridges to be built, over Manunckatesuck

river, 50; over Norwalk river, 50.

Briefs, craving collections, not allowed, 92.

Brindley, Mr. [Francis], 306.

Brinley, George, 174, 455.

Brockett, (Brackett), John, 4, 67, 80, 116,

201; deputy for Wallingford, 2, 16, 66,

75, 86, 97, 106, 169; granted 50 acres,

146.

Brookes, John, 161.

Brown, Samuel, 95: ——- William, 41.

Browne, William, sworn of Andros’s coun

cil, 441, 442.

Browning, Mr. —-—- 34.

Brundish; see Brandige.

Brunson, Abram, confirmed lieutenant,

11; deputy for Lyme, 97, 106, 214, 223,

21730, 249, 251; deed ofland to, confirmed,

1 1.

—John, 99.

Bryant, Alexander, elected assistant, 1;

liberty to purchase lands at Pototuck

&c., 20.

——- Richard, 252, 452.

Buck, Emanuel, 199: — Ezekiel, 99.

-— Enoch, vs. Samuel Steel and Nath.

Staudl , 160, 161.

Bucking am, Mr. Daniel, 90, 99.
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Buckingham, Samuel, deputy for Milford,

249.

— Mr. Thomas, 56; his grant of land, to

be laid out, 216;letter from, 111.

Buckland, N1ch., vs. Joshua Willes, 119.

—— Thomas, sen., order respecting his

estate, 192, 200.

—— Timothy, 192, 200: —- William, 123.

Buildings, style and materials of, in 1680,

29 .

Bulkeley, Gershom, deputy for Wethers

field, 26; lawsuit with John Hollister

and others respecting land at Naubuc,

163, 167, 173; with Major Pynchon, for

charges in the cure of a wounded sol

dier, 510; licensed to practise physio

and surgery, 218; made a justice of the

peace, by Andros, 455, 457; author of

“ Will and Doom,” 388, 389; addresses

a letter to the convention of May, 1689,

455, 457; some notice ofhim, 388, 389.

_ Bulkeley, Charles, licensed to prac

tice physic, 241.

Bull, David, of Saybrook, oonstable, 355.

-— Jeremiah, appointed comm'r for

Wickford, 32.

—— Jonathan, confirmed ensign, 215.

— Capt. Jonathan, carries news of the

revolution in England, to Albany, 460;

his report of the state of affairs there,

460-463.

— Capt. Joseph, and his sons, charged

with concealing Col. Goife, 283.

Bunce, Thomas, 226.

Burnam, Thomas, 4, 14.

Burr, Jehu, his grant of land to be laid

out, 201; deputy for Fairfield, 2, 36, 48,

66, 97, 115, 121,139, 155, 169, 194; com

missioner, 5, 26, 49, 76, 97,115, 140,169,

195, 230, 252; on committees &c., 52,

55, 68, 81, 101,102, 142,156; nom. assist

ant, 112,129,159,182, 241; named, 15,

120 196, 240.

—-John, commissioner, 26, 49, 76, 97, 115,

140, 169, 195, 230, 252; deputy for Fair

field, 181, 194, 208, 211, 214, 223, 227,

250, 253; on committees &c., 142, 173,

214, 231; nom. assistant, 182, 215, 241;

named, 140, 142, 196, 234, 240.

-— Nathaniel, 60.

Burritt, Steven, 68; dep. for Stratford, 75.

Bulrvgell, Samuel, confirmed lieutenant,

1 .

 

Buzsslmell, Wm., seu., confirmed lieutenant,

Butler, John, sen., 88: -—- John, Jr., 88:

—— Nathaniel, 109: — Deacon Rich

ard, granted 200 acres of land, on his

etition, 127: — Samuel, 246: deputy

1021'3 Wethersfield,230, 236: -— Thomas,

Byram River, the boundary with New

York, 331, 333, 837.

Calkin , Hugh, 9.

Calver ey, Edmund, of New ort, 286.

Camp, Mr. —, of Milfor , proposed to

Gov. Andros for sheriff, 452.

Campfield, Thomas, deputy for Milford,

85, 121,133,139, 151.

Case, John, 42, 101. '

Cask, the assize of, regulated, 416.

Catechism of the Assembly of Divines; its

use recommended, 65.

Catechism, by Rev. Samuel Stone, 124.

Catechising, children; law against the

neglect of, to be enforced, 148; attended

by ministers, 299; and masters of fami

lies, 300.

Cassasinamon, Robin; his Indians petition

to be laced under Mamoho, 8; peag to

be paid him from Mr. Stanton’s estate,

9; molested b the Mohawks, 54; his

people ordere to return to his govern

ment, 55. .

Cattapesett; purchase of his land by in

hab1tants o Stonington, authorized, 84;

complains of trespassers on his land, 144,

and against Mamoho, 144.

Cattle; if adjudged unruly, the owners to

pay double damages, 420.

Chapeto, sells land in Lyme bounds, to

Wm. Lord, 93.

Chapman, Robert, deputy for Saybrook,

2, 26, 36, 66; confirmed captain, 28;

commissioner, 5, 26, 49; nom. assistant,

1, 23, 37, 182; elected assistant, 75, 96,

114, 139; on committees &c., 50, 56, 119,

141,182, 514; c0mm‘r, 169, 195, 230;

with magistratical power, 208; his death

noticed, 243.

— John, deputy for Saybrook, 86, 121,

139,151, 155,169,181.195,208, 211,214,

223, 227,230, 236, 249, 251, 254; comm’r,

243, 252; committee for repairing the

fort, 252.

Charles II., King of England; letters from,

269, 322, 336'; his death announced, 339.

See King (Charles II.)

Charter, exhibited to the court, 288; the

Court’s letter to the earl of Sunderland

construed as a surrender of, 378; ov

ernrnent under it, suspended by Sir d- .

1nund Andros, 248, 389, 390,—resumed

b the freemen, 250, 455. See Quo

\¥arranto; Addresses and Petitions;

Andros; Revolution.

Chauncey, Israel, 104; granted 200 acres,

93: -— Nathaniel, 104.

Cheeney, William, dep. for Middletown,

26,156, 169, 181, 194, 207, 211, 254.

Chester, John, dep.for Wethersfield, 2, 17,

36, 48, 66, 75, 97, 115, 139,155, 168,181,

194, 207, 211, 214, 223; commissioner,

5, 26, 49, 76, 97, 115, 140,169, 195, 230,

252; nom. assistant, 182, 215, 241; his

grant of land to be laid out, 201.

—— Samuel, 29: — Steven, 31.

Che ne, Charles, 307, 344.

Chi sey, John, deputy for N. Haven, 17,

26, 48, 66'.

Chiflinch, Thomas, 321.

Chittin den, Widow, of Guilford, 171:

—- Jo n, 171.

Christophers, Christopher, 186, 198, 345;

deputy for N. London, 121, 181.

-— Richard, 240.

Clarke, Daniel, 122, 124; nom. assistant, 1;

commissioner, 97.

-— James, 68: -— Jonas, 315, 319, 320.
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Clarke, Joseph, of Pawcatuck; his arrest

and prosecution, 287-289: --- Josiah

vs. Andrew Hillier, 122: —— Major

Thomas, 5.

—— Thomas, deputy for Milford, 121, 133,

199, 151, 155, 250.

Clerk of county court; his oath, 53.

Cloth working; Mr. Francis Thrasher

granted certain privileges, for his en

couragement in, 196.

Codner Lawrence vs. John Wheeler, 107.

Coale, John, 113.

C0 'nchaug, Cawgenchaug, 225.

00 e, John, vs. l‘homas Standish, 166:

—- Robert, 475.

Colefoxe, Jonathan, 99; freed from train

ing &c., 100.

Collections for charity; briefs for, not to

be presented, without license, 92.

Collectors of rates; their compensation in

creased, 79.

——- ofcustoms, appointed, 308: See Cus

torus.

Collins, Rev. Nathaniel, granted 200 acres

of land, 93; his widow authorized to

perfect his deed to Obad. All , 171;er estate to be left out of the ll;-It, 215;

his rant, to be laid out to her, 233.

— amuel, 164; vs. John Plumbe, 118,

127: _John, 130.

Commissioners of the United Colonies, ap

pointed, 7, 19, 26, 49, 76, 98, 116,142,

195: extracts from their records and

files, 473-514.

—for the customs; letter to, 307.

-— for the towns, appointed, 6, 26, 49, 76,

97,115,140, 169, 195, 230, 252.

Committee for Trade and Plantations, let

ter from, 291; queries received from, 60,

291, 292; replies to be sent to, 60, 294, 300.

Common Fields; the making of fences in,

regulated, 419. .

Commons, to be cleared; alteration of law

respecting, 91. '

Comstock (—stack) Christopher, deputy

for Norwalk, 214, 251, 254.

Connecticut Indians, complain of the Mo

hea s, 69; their agreement as to the

divi ing line, in 1666, confirmed, 69.

Constables, when to make up their ac

counts, 88, 163, 189; charges for housing

corn &e., to be audited, 166; allowance

to be made to, for storage and shrink

a e, 192.

C00 e, Aaron, vs. Dea. John Wilson, about

fence, 184: —— Thomas, sen., 130:

——- Thomasjun., 130, 160.

Corum Hill; land reserved for the Indians,

there, 68, 81.

Couch, Simon, 232.

Council, for the government of New Eng

land, 207, 362: ——- of Sir E. Andros,

-see Andros.

Council, Standing; see Governor and As

sistants. .

County treasurer to issue warrants for

fines due the county &e., 61.

Courts, county; review of action in, when

to be granted, 76; to be held at New

 
London, 15,27, 52, 76, 128; failure of, at

N. London, Sept. 1683, by the sickness

of the magistrates, 125, 128.

—- of Assistants, constituted a court of

admiralty, 95.

— constituted by Andros and the coun

cil; times and places of holding, their

jurisdiction &c., 390, 391, 394, 403, 404,

411; justices of the peace empowered to

decide differences not exceeding forty

shillings, 414. ~

—- See Actions, Civil; Grand Jurymen;

Oaths.

Crandall, Hannah, 6. >

Crane, Benjamin sen., 99: ——- Henry,

deputy for Killingworth, 3, 36, 66, 75,

86, 97, 115, 139, 155, 169, 191, 249;

named, 22, 187.

Cranfield, Edward, 320.

Cranston, John, governor of R. Island,

holds court at Pawcatuck, 39; his reply

to Gov. Leete's protest, 277: see Rhode

Island.

Crow, Mr. [John]; his administrators em

powered to perfect his deed of a mill,

218, 2l9,—and to make sale oflands_ as

signed to him, 218. '

—-—- Christopher, 122; Margaret, his

daughter, 122.

Crowne, John, petitions the king for a

grant of Mount-hope, 37, 271, 272.

-_ William, 37, 271, 509.

Culver, Edward, vs. Major John Winthrop,

88.

Curtice, Israel, 70; deputy for Woodbury,

251 254.

—‘ Joseph, 224, 247; deputy for Strat

ford 194,208,211, 251.

William, deputy for Stratford, 2, 17,

26,35, 48, 85, 97, 106, 115, 139, 151, 155,

169, 214, 223, 227; commissioner, 5, 26,

49, 76, 97, 115, 140, 169, 230, 252; on

comrmttees &c., 3, 32, 41, 49; nom.

assistant, 1, 37, 74, 94, 112.

‘Curtis, Joseph, 99.

Curtland, John, 129.

Customs; Edward Randolph appointed

collector, 307; Wm. Blathwayt appoint

ed surveyor and auditor general for

America,—appoints Randolph his dep

uty, 307; letter from governor and coun

oil to the commissioners of the customs

307; collectors appointed in the several

counties, 308; Wm. Dyre aspointed sur

veyor general,—-appomts aniel Weth

erell dep. collector for Connecticut, 344;

seizure of goods imported into New Lon

don, 344, 345.

Danbury, named, and bounds established,

240; brand mark, 240; bounds to be laid

out, 241. See Paquiage.

Darnton, Robert, a pirate, examined at

Hartford, 318.

Davie, Hum hrey, and wife, petition for

a grant of and—400 acres granted them,

243.

Davis, Benjamin, 69.

Day, John,123.
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Dean, Mr. Thomas, 169.

Debts; alterations of the laws respecting

the collection of, 4, 5, 31, 58, 79, 109,

110; when to be satisfied in specie, 7;

due to the colony, to be collected, 83,

224; of the colony, to be discharged,

224; to be paid in specie according to

contract, 109,—or in corn, 110. See

Executions.

Declaration of Indulgence, by James II, to

be published, 393.

Deer Skins, shipped without license,to be

seized, 31; the former order repealed, 78.

Deming, John 246.

Denham, Mr. Thomas: see Dunham.

Denison, George, deputy for Stonington,

3,106, 115,121,1s9,151,155, 169, 181,

195,230; gratuity for his good service in

the war, 16; his account presented and

disallowed, 28; difference with Mr. Amos

Richardson, 96; vs. John Gallop, about

bounds of land, 123, 188, 191, 196; else

where named, 8, 98, 166, 282, 480.

—— James, 57.

Denny, Albert, 254.

De uties, to be paid by the towns, 228; at

ctober court, 1687, to receive their

usual pay, 247.

Derby, granted liberty to gather a church,

2; rates remitted, 2; orders respecting

the east boundary, 3, 41; controversy

with Mr. Joseph Hawley, about land, 37,

41, 99, 223; committee to view thelands

there, 47; committee to settle bounds,

60; rates remitted, because of building

a. meeting house and mill, 98; military

oflicers, 170; brand mark, 199.

Dickerman, Abram, deputy for New Ha

ven, 115, 121, 133, 139, 151, 155, 169,

194, 207, 211, 214, 227,229, 236, 248,250,

253; confirmed lieutenant, 127. .

Disbroe (Desborou h) Nicholas, 241.

Disbrough, Peter, Eeputy for Rye, 36, 86;

his rate remitted because of his losses by

fire, 89.

Divorce granted, 23.

Doelittle, Abram, deputy for Wallingford,

26, 121, 134, 139, 161.

Dongan, Col. Thomas, commissioned gov

ernor of New York, 100, 131 ; a letter

ordered to be sent to him, 131, 326; his

re Iy, addressed to Secretary Allyn,

32 ; a second letter to him, about the

boundary, 328; commissioners sent to

treat with him, 133; si s the agreement

for settling the boun ary, 332; saluted

with the great guns at Milford, 176; with

Gov. Treat, ratifies the survey of the

boundar line, 339; Gov. Treat’s letters

tohim, a out the writs of Quo Warranto,

354, 355, 365; his reply, settin forth the

advantages of annexation to ew York,

366; labors hard ‘to gain us over to his

overnment,’ 464,-and is angry at his

allure, 387; writes to the Gen. Court

that their governor had been imposed

upon, 387; and attributes the result to the

fraud of Gov. Treat and Mr. Allyn, 387;

makes a requisition on Conn., for sol

diers to be emplo ed against the French,

898, 399; is at bany, waiting intelli

ence from the French, 442; superseded,

Sir E. Andros, in the government of

if York, 446.

Downing, Sir George, 307, 344.

aDrake, cob, 6: -—- Job, fined for re

flections on the governor, 72; the fine

remitted, 128: —— Job un., 216.

Dudley, Joseph ; writes to r. Allyn, (Feb.

9, 1682,) 311; proposes that the united

colonies send agents, for all, to England,

312; a commissioner for enquiring into

claims to the Narragansett country, 320;

president of the council for Massachu

setts, 207, 352; writes to Gov. Treat, to

convince him of the importance of im

mediate annexation to Massachusetts

211, 358; sends Major Pynchon and

Capt. Winthrop to Hartford, for the

same purpose, 359, 363; the council un

willin to trust him, 363, 364; labors

with ford Cornbury, agamst the Con

necticut charter, 389.

Dudley, Paul; his death noticed 312.

Dudley, William, deputy for éaybrook,

97,106, 115, 121, 194, 199, 169,214,223,

227, 230, 249, 251, 254; committee for

repairin the fort, 252.

Duke of amilton's claim;‘abstract of

documents relating to, 333.

Dunck, Thomas, 92.

Dunham, Mr. [Thomas], minister at Rye,

71; acce ted a freeman, 131.

Dutch at ew York, (1673); correspond

ence with the commander of the Dutch

fleet, 487, 488; a vessel, of Mr. Selleck’s,

seized, 487; proceedings of a special

meeting of the commissioners of the U.

Colonies, at Hartford, 486-489.

Duties and imposts: see Customs.

acts (of Andros and the council,) for

continuing and establishing, 405, 433;

on im orted wines and liquors, 408, 433.

Dyre, i1liam,ap ointedsurveyorgencral

of the customs or America, 344; com

plains of an illegal importation of goods

at New London, 344.

Eales, Samuel, 20; deputy for Milford, 2,

16,75, 85,97, 106,115, 155, 169,131,195,

207, 211, 214, 230; on committees &c.,

90, 99, 175, 232; commissioner, 115,140,

169, 195, 230; confirmed captain, 116;

nominated assistant, 112, 129, 159, 182,

215, 241.

Easthampton, 315.

Ecclesiastical Affairs;

petitions to embody in church estate,

from New London (east of the river),

13,—Lyme, 18,—Simsbury, 101,——Bran~

ford, 216:

mmisters recommended to instruct the

youth in the catechism, 65, 299; to keep

a weekly lecture, 65, 300; their main

tenance, how provided for, 300:

differences in the Windsor church, 72,

73, 8104; and with Mr. Woodbridge,

78, 2:



INDEX. 521

Ecclesiastical Affairs;

twenty-one churches, in 1680, 300;

number of seven-day men, quakers, &c.,

299. See Farmington.

Edgecombe, John, vs. Andrew Belcher, 89.

Education; see Schools.

Edwards, Richard, 143, 176, 443.

Eglestone, James; his widow authorized to

convey land to Thomas Eglestone, 53.

Election of governor and assistants, 1, 25,

48, 75, 96, 114, 139 168, 194, 229, 250.

Election sermons; Mr. Samuel Wake

man’s, (1685,) to be rinted, 174; extract

from it, 179; Mr. Jo n Whiting’s,(1686,)

to be printed, 199; noticed, 199.

Eliot, Rev. John; his letter to the commis

sioners of the U. Colonies, 483; his broth

er em loyed inthe Indian work, 478.

Eliot, r. granted 200 acres of land, 93.

Elliott Henry, sued b The. Baker, 167.

Elmor, Samuel, his eed to Edward El

more, confirmed, 15.

Ensign, David, 44, 141.

Entry on lands, right of, limited to fifteen

years, 146 147.

Estates; see Lists of Persons and Estates.

-— decisions respecting distribution, 192,

216;—right of dower, 192,—inheritauce,

161, 396, 400 ;—of married women, 244.

Exchange on England, in 1680 69.

Excise on wines and liquors sold by retail,

409, 410, 434; inconsiderable, as com

pared witli other colonies, 443.

Executions, not to be levied on land, if

there is personal estate sutficient, 110;

for debt, not to be served between May

1 and Nov. 1, 110,—except for rates and

fines, 183; sales of property, under exe

cution, regulated, 110; sales to be by

appraisal, 175.

Experts, in 1680, 297.

Fairfield; inhabitants at Poquannock peti

tion for a separate school, 8; bounds

with Norwalk, 175, 203, 218, 224, 232;

militar oficers confirmed, 170, 183;

lands c aimed in right of John Wampus,

281, 282; Col. Treat’s letter about the

Indian land at Golden Hill, 444.

Fairwether. Capt. —, 368.

Farmin ton, 33; military oflicers, 14, 71,

83; di erences with Mr. Wrotham, l02,—

in church affairs, 144, 183; grant of

vacant lands, to the town, 225.

Fasting, days of;—

to be appointed by the governor and

assistants 15. ~

appointed, Nov. 1678, on the recom

mendation of the commissioners of the

U. Colonies, 19, 21, 497.

appointment of, for 1679, referred to

the governor and council, 46.

appointed, third Wednesday in June,

1680, 65.

—last Thursday in May, 1682, 104.

—last Wednesday in November, 1683,

132.

appointed, last Thursday in May, 1684,

146. \

Fasting, days of;-

-—- on recommendation of the commis

sioners, Oct. 22, 1684, 156, 511.

to be appointed by the governor, in

1686, 221.

appointed, May, 1687, 235.

Fences; about Indian fields, to be viewed

&c., 42; towns to determine what are

suflicient, 158, 159; in common fields,

419; sufiicient against cattle, to be allow

ed good against sheep, 420.

Fence viewers, to be annually appointed,

419.

Fenner, Arthur; compensation for his

losses in the war, 494.

Fenwick Mr. [George,] 33.

Ferris (Pherris), Joseph, deputy for Green

wich, 75, 97.

Fillips (Philipse), Mr. —-, 103.

Fires, mentioned, 4, 31, 44, 89, 215.

Fish, John, money due him from Mr. Huit’s

estate, 219, 233.

Fish, packing and inspection of, 417, 418,

424.

Fisher’s Island 315; claimed by Sir E.

Andros, for the Duke of York, 64,283;

the colony’s right, by patent, asserted,

64.

Fishery, at Windsor, anted, 193.

Fishing trade; an act or regulating, 424.

Fitch, (Rev.) James, 44, 56, 166.

— Capt. James, deputy for Norwich, 3,

16, 26, 35, 48, 66, 86; commissioner, 5,

26, 49; granted liberty to receive lands

from Uncas, 44; confirmed captain, 60;

nominated assistant, 23, 37; elected as

sistant, 75, 96, 114, 139, 168, 194, 229,

250; on committees &c., 43, 49, 52, 71,

72, 81, 94, 102, 117, 120; purchases the

Wabaquasset country, 202; a principal

promoter of the revolution of 1689, 455,

456, 460; author ofpam hlets, justifying

the resumption of the c arter, 456; sent

to New York, to confer with Leisler, 255,

468; elsewhere mentioned, 98, 125.

—- Joseph, deputy for Windsor, 139, 151,

168, 250, 253; captain of the Windsor

corn any, 450.

omas, 7, 30, 59, 142; commission

er, 5, 26, 49, 76, 97 115, 140, 169, 195,

230, 252; nominated assistant, 1, 23, 37;

petitioner for township at Pa uiage 240.

Fletcher, Benjamin, governoro New Fork,

388,389.

Fobes, Caleb, 220.

Fort: see Military Aifairs.

Forrett Mr. [James,] 476, 477.

Foster, Isaac, granted 200 acres of land, 93.

Fowler, Abram, 241; granted four pounds

for services in the war, 18.

-——- William, deputy for Milford, 26, 35,

48, 66; on committees, 55, 68, 81; nom—

inated assistant, 1.

-- William, [an error of the recorder,

for Dea. Wm. Johnson,] deputy for

Guilford, 26.

Fraysor, John, granted 200 acres, 245.

Freemen; penalty for giving a false certifi

cate of qualifications of, 24.

66'



522 INDEX.

Frost, Daniel, 232.

Fyler, John, 108; deputy for Fairfield, 139.

Gallop, John, deputy for Stonington, 181;

vs. Capt. Denison, about bounds of land,

123, 188, 191, 196: —- Mrs. Hannah,

granted 200 acres of land, 22.

Galpin, Samuel, 186.

Gaming, in public houses, prohibited, 203.

Gardner, Mr. 18: -—- George, 22, 118:

_ Mrs. Elizabeth, 118, 124.

Gardner’s Island, 315, 319.

Garrett, Daniel, grant to, in consideration

of his long service, 103; keeper of Hart

ford jail, 288.

Gates, George, deputy for Haddum, 3, 17,

35, 48, 75, 86, 97, 106, 115, 121, 168, 194,

207, 211, 214, 223, 227, 237, 249, 251,

254; ensign, 451.

Gaylord, Benyamin, 319: —- Hezekiah,

estate of, 6: —— John, William, Joseph,

Nathaniel, 6.

Gere, Jonathan, 220.

Gibbons William, 69.

Gibson, William, 345.

Gilbert, Jonathan, deputy for Hartford, 2,

75; his estate, 218: -— Jonathan, agree

ment respecting his father’s estate, 145:

-— Mrs. Mary, widow, 145.

-— Matthew, nominated assistant, 1.

Gillet, Nathan, 120.

Gotie, Col., said to be concealed in Hart

ford, 283; search made for him, 284.

Gold, Nathan, elected assistant, 1, 25, 48,

75, 96, 114, 139, 168, 194, 229, 250; com

missioner to treat with Gov. Dongan

about the boundary, 134, 135; to attend

the laying out of the N. York line, 142,

337; his grant of land to be laid out,

201; granted land on Aspetuck river,

231, 244; appointed by Andros, judge

for Fairfield county, 392; sent to conler

with Leisler, at N. York, 255, 468; letter

to him, irom Andros, 448; other refer

ences, 45, 60, 174, 282.

Golden Hill, 224, 444, 445. See Stratford.

Goodrich, Barth., 159: —-— Ephraim,246.

Goodyear, John, granted a farm, 244:

— Mrs., 46.

G_ookin, Daniel; his letter to the commis

sioners of the U. Colonies, about the

work among the praying Indians, 481.

Governor, his salary granted, 6, 45, 129,

165, 191, 219, 245; takes the oath to en

force the acts of navigation and trade,

49. See Leete, William; Treat, Robert.

— and Assistants constituted a standing

council, 15, 61, 74, 82, 94, 113, 116, 131,

145, 164, 174, 190, 201, 213,218, 228, 232,

245; their powels, generally, 294; min

utes of their proceedings, Oct. 1680,289;

July, 1680, 290; Aug. 1682, 319; Dec.

1683, 335; their acts approved, Oct. 1686,

217; authorized to do what may be

necessary 850., Jan. 1687, 226.

Graham, (Grihmes,) a pirate; provision to

be made for his capture, 154.

Grain, repeal of the embargo on, 79; prices

of,—aee Wheat; Bates.

 

 

Grammar schools, money appropriated

for, 225.

Grand juryrnen, to serve twelve months,

52; addition to their oath, 95.

Grave, George, marshal 14, 81, 226; re

appointed, 252: —— Fins. John, deputy

for Guilford, 16,26, 75,86, 97, 106, 139,

151, 155: Dea. John, deputy for

Guilford, 195, 208, 211, 214, 223, 227,

230, 236, 249, 251, 254.

Greene, John, of Warwick, 37, 272, 305.

Green, John, 101: —- Joseph, 108.

Greenhill, Thomas;his will allowed, 201.

Greenwich; line with Stamford to be run,

173,217; claimed by New York, 326.

Gregoyy, John, deputy for Norwalk, 26,

66, 5.

Grifiin, Samuel, 39.

Griswold, Edward, nominated assistant, 1;

deputy for Killingworth, 3, 17, 26, 36,

43, 75, 86, 97, 106, 121,139,151, 155, 169,

195, 208, 214, 223, 237, 251, 254; commis

sioner, 5, 26, 49, 76,97, 140, 169, 195,

230; grant of land to be laid out, 91;

named, 22, 50.

-— George, 72, 128: —- Michael, 161,

199.

—Matthew, deputy for Lyme, 8, 36, 48,

66, 86, 97, 115, 121, 155, 169, 181; com

missioner, 27, 49, 76, 97, 115,140,169,

195, 230, 252; granted 100 acres of land,

93; other references, 4, 144, 170, 200.

Guards at meetings; penalty for neglect

of, 102.

Guilford; military ofiicers

209.

Gunn, Abel, 60, 98, 175; confirmed ensign,

17?; deputy for Derby, 181, 195, 228,

22 .

Haddam, and Saybrook, line established,

24, 27; bounds with Lyme, 77.

Hale, Samuel, vs. Mrs. Abigail Olcott, 89:

—— Thomas, 77, 99.

Hall, Francis, 72; deputy for Stratford, 17,

26, 35, 48, 66, 169; trouble with his son

confirmed,

Isaac, 203: —— Dea. John, 24, 27, 77,

233, 249, 251: -— Isaac, vs. Rich. Wil

liams, 22, 30: — Samuel, granted 50

shillings, for losses in the Fort fight, 5, 6.

Hamilton, Duke of; his claim to eastern

Connecticut and Narragansett, 136; ab

stract of documents relating thereto,

333-336.

Hamlin, Giles, deputy for Middletown, 2,

36, 48, 66, 75, 97, 115, 121, 133, 139;

commissioner, 5, 26, 49, 76, 97, 115, 140;

nominated assistant, 37, 74, 94, 112, 129,

l59; on committee, 58; elected assistant,

168, 194, 229, 250.

Hand, Joseph, 187.

Hanford, (Rev.) Thomas 45.

Harbert, Benjamin, and Christian, 244:

—- Mrs. Jane, 244.

Harriman; see Herriman.

Harris, Daniel, deputy for Middletown, 16,

156, 248, 254; captain, 451.

—— Thomas, 190, 198, 368.

— William, 52.

See Herris.
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Harris, William, employed as the oolony’s

agent, 38, 51, 274, 279, 305; sails for

England, 51, 281; captured by Alge

renes, 38, 51; provision made for Mrs.

Harris, 52, 90; 300 pounds appropriated

for his redemption, 72; 50 pounds appro

riated, 290; ransomed, 169; letter to

im from the governor and council, 304;

other notices, 98, 303, 306, 307.

—- Capt. -—-, arrived from England,

Jan. 1688, 442; at London, bound for

Boston, 1688, 455.

Harrison, Thomas, ensign, 216.

Hart, Thomas, confirmed ensign, 14.

Hartford; line with Windsor east of river,

established, 10; the latitude determined,

33; milita17 ofiicers confirmed, 126, 215;

depth of water in the river, 297; a ship

owned there, in 1680, 299; grant of

western lands to, 225; Col. Goffe said to

be concealed there, 283; the ordinary,

145, 172, 228; other references, 191, 318,

319,389, 390, 455, 457.

—— county; magistrates to provide a new

jailor, 104; organization of the militia,

under Andros, 450; the troop,-its priv

ileges restricted, 11, 12, 19,-how equip

ped, 12,—ofiicers, 39, 91, 255, 450,—

escort Andros to Hartford, 389.

Harvy, Josiah, 173.

Harwood, Mr. —, 446.

Haugh, John, 171.

Haughton, Richard, 12, 94: — (Horton)

Joseph, 12.

Hawkins, Jose h, 2, 60.

Hawley, Josep , deputy for Stratford, 2,

61, 75, 85, 97, 106, 115, 155, 181, 230,

236; commissioner, 97, 115, 140, 169,

230, 252; on committees &c., 55, 68, 71,

145, 224; petitions respecting Capt. Mar

shal’s estate, 4; controversy with Derby,

about lands, 37, 41, 99, 223.

-—- Ebenezer, order concerning his estate,

120.

Hayes, Samuel, deputy for Norwalk, 194,

208, 230, 236, 249.

Haynes, Joseph; his executor authorized

to execute a deed, 120: —— Mrs. Sar ah,

vs. John Allyn and John Bidwell, about

their mill darn, 184, 185; confirmation of

a deed to her, 230.

Heartnell, Nicholas, a pirate, examined

and committed, 319, 320.

Heminwa , Samuel, 57.

Hermon, arret; 34, 84, 305.

Herriman, John, makes observations for

the latitude of Hartford, 33; surveyor of

the N. Y. boundary line, 142, 182, 337;

vs. Samuel Brown, 95.

Herris, Thomas, vs. Wheeler and Page,

190, 204; other references, 198, 215.

Hig inson, William, 84.

Hig ways; between Saybrook and Kil

lingworth, 50; Mattatuck and N. Haven,

197; cross the lon wood-lots in Weth

ersfield, 226; over olden Hill, 224.

Highways, to be repaired and maintained,

157 ; surveyors’ oath, 157; roads between

town and town, declared to be the King's

highway, 30.

IHigley, John, vs. Joseph Trueman, 108,

, 118, 176.

Hill, Mr. —-, 4: —- Charles, deputy for

New London, 17, 48, 66, 85; on commit

tees, 43, 71; grant to, in lieu of a S an

ish servant, 44; 200 acres granted im,

72; order for sale of his estate, 218.

l_ William, commissioner, 5; recorder,

of Fairfield, 282.

-—- William, sen., deceased, 141: -——

William, _jun., granted 20 pounds, for

wounds received b the Indians, 141.

Hillier, Andrew, vs. osiah Clarke, 122.

Hills, Benjamin, vs; William Buckland,

123.

Hitchcock, Eliakim, 57.

Hoadly, William, 6, 216; deputy for Bran

ford, 3, 17, 26, 48, 66, 75, 86, 139, 181.

Holden, Randall, 37, 272.

Houlcombe, Joshua, 101.

Hollibntt, John, 129, 140.

Hollister, John, vs. Gershom Bulkeley et

al., about land at Naubuc, 163, 167, 173:

Thomas, 99; ranted 100 acres of

land, 82; vs. John ’ells, 89.

Holly, John, commissioner, 5, 26, 76.

Holt, Nathaniel; grant for wounds re

ceived in war, 18.

Homonoscitt, 149, 27.

Hooker, Thomas, licensed to practice

physio, 160; deed to Mrs. Haines con

firmed, 230; vs. Samuel Willis, 242.

Hop Ground, liberty granted for a planta

t1on there, 83, 101; named Bedford, 101.

Horses; orders respecting branding &c.,

79, 80, 205, 228; sales not valid unless

 

 

entered in brand book, 80, 205, 206; not

to be taken out of the colony, without

brander’s certificate, 206.

Horton, Joseph; son of Richard Haughton,

12; comnnssioner at Rye, 5, 26, 49, 76,

98, 115, 333.

Hosinton, John, 99.

Hosmer, Thomas, vs. Richard Smith, 191:

—Steven, 144, 166, 197, 198, 216, 226.

Hough, William, 241.

Housatunock, or Stratford, river, 225.

Houses, style of building &c. in 1680, 297;

not valued in list of estates, 299.

Howard, Robert, doctor, of Windsor, 284.

Howd, Anth., 6:-—-—E1izabeth widow, 6.

Hoyt, Joshua, deputy for Stamford, 86, 106,

121,134, 139, 156, 181, 214, 223; fine for

non-payment of rate, remitted, 129 :

Walter, 59; deputy for Norwalk, 3, 86.

Hoyt’s Hill, in Norwalk, 80, 31.

Hubbard, -—, of Boston, 316.

 

Hubbell, John, granted land, 6:—Rich

ard, deputy for Fairfield, 2, 26, 75.

Hubbyes, John, deputy for Greenwich,

106.

Hudshon, Mr. -—, sheriff of N. Haven

count ,452.

Hue an Cry, not to be prosecuted at the

colony’s charge, except for capital of

fenders, 92.

Huit, Ephraim. 162, 219, 233.

Hull Cornelius, 140, 201, 224, 244:_

John, of Killingworth, 129:--—John,,

(of Boston,) 20, 509 :—-—Josiah, 4.
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Hulls, John, 2; deputy for Derby, 251.

Humphries, Michael, 101.

Hunniwell, John, 99:—-William, 197.

Huntington, Simon, deputy for Norwich,

169.

Hutchinson, Elisha, 821: —, of Boston,

315.

Hyat, Caleb, of Rye, 129.

Imports,in 1680, 297; yearly value of, es

timated, 298.

Imposts: see Customs.

Indians; reservation ofland for,—in Strat

ford, 7, 57, 444,—for Mamoho, in Stoning

' ton, 8, 42, 54, 82, 117, 125,—for Ack~

enach, sachem of Milford &c., on Corum

hill, 55, 68, 81, and east of Stratford

river, 68,—for the western Nianticks, in

Lyme, 56; fence viewers, appointed for

their fields, 42; committees a pointed

to hear and dispose of Indian a airs, 15,

29, 52, 78, 170; lands reserved for, to be

recorded, and may not be alienated, 56,

57; to be punished for drunkenness, 94;

Andros directs that they be treated as

our own people, 438,—not troubled or

molested, 449,—but their motions watch

ed, 438,—and criminals brou ht to un

ishment, 449; purchases of %and rom,

without license, void, 422, 423:

— surrenderin , at Norwich, may invite

their friends at auquiaug &c. to return,

44; to be removed to the north end of

Norwich bounds, 225.

—- Christian; near Natick, taken ris

oners by the Mohawks, 258, 262; e orts

of the commissioners of the U. Colonies

for their redem tion, 258, 259, 263, 491,

495, 508; see ohawks: accounts of the

rogress of the work among the praying

nd1ans in letters from Mr. Eliot, 483,

—Capt. Gookin, 481,—Mr. Weld, 482,

Mr. Mayhew, 504,-the commissioners

of the U. Colonies, 477:

-— hostilities with, apprehended, 442,

458; an Englishman murdered near

Norwich, 440,~the murderers taken

and executed, 440, 443; murders at

Spectacle ponds, and near Northfield, by

strange Indians, 448; the murderers de

mandied, by Andros, from the governor

of Canada, 448; hostilities commenced

by the eastern Indians, 451; forces sent

to Casco Bay, from Boston, 451; sixty

men detached for the defence of the

upper settlements on Connecticut river,

453:

-— Poquannock; lands reserved for, at

Golden Hill, 57, 444.

— Pequots, land to be reserved for, 8;

granted liberty to huntin the conquered

lands, 172: see Cassasinamon; Mamoho.

--Podunk, a committee a pointed to

protect their rights, 219; Jos ua’s rights

1n Podunk lands, to be examined, 175:

see Podunck lands.

— Connecticut, complain of the intru

sion of the Mohegans, 69; their agree

ment, in 1666, as to bounds, confirmed,

$69.

—- Potatuck; difference with Woodbury

about lands, 102.

—- Nianticks, eastern, 103, 475; western,

56, 93, 144, 200: see Joshua.

—Mohegans; see Uncas and the Mohe

ans.

In abitants, settlement of: see Strangers.

Interest; decision respecting illegal rate of

interest, 118.

Intoxicatin liquors, sale of to Indians, by
servants,ghow punished, 228.

Iron works; 5, 87.

Jackson John, 28.

Jagger, John,deceased; land of, to be sold,
96.

James II., King of England; his accession

announced, 339; proclaimed at Hart

ford, 172, 340, 341; his professions on

assuming the crown, 180; his letter to

the governor, respecting an im ost on

tobacco and sugar,—afl‘airs in ngland

&c., 345; his declaration of indulgence,

393; his abdication, 253.

James, John, granted 200 acres of land,

245:-—-Joseph, disabled by wounds in

the late war, 37.

Jenkins, Sir Leoline, secretary of state,

322, 337; letter from, mentioned, 151;

letters to, 155, 340.

Johnson, Ebenezer, lieutenant, 170; grant

ed four pounds for services in the war,

197; deputy for Derby, 181, 195, 208, 211,

214, 223, 227, 230, 237, 249, 251=—

Isaac, 14:—-Mary, widow of Isaac,

241:—Walter, 164 :—William, dep

uty for Guilford, 16, 36, 48, 66, 97, 169,

181, 195, 208, 211, 214, 225, 227, 290,

236,249, 251, 254.

Jones Samuel, confirmed lieutenant, 141.

— 'i‘homas, 19; deputy for Fairfield, 169.

—-—~ William, elected assistant, 2, 25, 48,

75, 96,114,139,168,194,229, 250; grant

from the treasur ,25; salary anted,

165, 191, 219; to lZeep court at Lon

don, 27; on committees &c., 57, 103,

175; his rate remitted, 103.

Jordan, John, 129.

Joshua, son of Uncas, 55, 56, 81; his will

established, conditionally, 85; adminis

trators on his estate appointed, 87 ; leaves

his children to the care of the English,

513; order respecting them, 87 ; etiticn

in behalf of is son Abimelec , 518;

purchase of his rights in Farmington

confirmed, 174; his claims to Podunck

lands, to be examined, 175.

Josiah andson of Uncas, 176, 310.

Judd, ,1‘ omas, deputy for Farmington, 2,

36; named 42, 67 :—Thomas jun., 60,

70, 244; de uty for Waterbury, 251,

254:—Wil iam, 60, 70.

Judson, James, 186 :—Jeremy, 10, 197,

232, 252 :—-—Joseph, confirmed lieuten

ant, 141; deputy for Woodbury, 156,

169, 181, 194, 214; commissioner, 140,

169, 195, 230,252; elsewhere mentioned,

3, 41, 70, 77, 175.

Jury to have nine shillings for every ac

tion tried, 129.
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Justices of the peace; their jurisdiction

in civil actions, 414.

Kellogg, Daniel, deputy for Norwalk, 85,

48, 121.

Kelly, James, 113.

Kelsey John, confirmed ensign, 215.

Kelso, William, surgeon, came from En -

land, April, 1680, 323; order in counc1 ,

for his apprehension, 324; his account

of the murder of [Sharpe,] Archbishop

of St. Andrews, 823; search made for

him in Hartford, 824.

Keny, Alexander, 99.

Kilborn, Kilburne, Johnjun., 99 :-—-John,

246 :——Thomas, 99 :———Ebenezer, 99.

Killingworth (Kenilworth); line with Say

brook, run and described, 24, 27; hig -

way to Saybrook, 50; granted lands,

north of their bounds, 225; vessels, in

1680, 299; other references, 91, 149, 199,

215, 895.

Kimberly, Eleazer, 246.

King Charles II., of England; the Gener

al Court's address to him, (Oct. 1678,)

24, 260; letters from, (Feb. 12, 1679,)

87, 269,—(Sept. 80,1682,) 322,—(Mar.

8, 1684,) 150, 336; his death announced,

339.

—James II. proclaimed, 172, 340; the

Gen. Court’s address lo him, 172, 179,

341; letter from, (June 26, 1685,) 345;

his abdication, 253:

— William, Prince of Orange, and Ma

ry, proclaimed in Connecticut, 253,456,

—in New York, 255.

Kingsnorth, James, deceased, 130.

Kirke, Mrs. —, 446.

Kingslely, Major —, 439.

Knap, imothy, deputy for Rye, 17, 106,

121; his fine remitted, 128.

Lancton, John, deputy for Farmington,

121,134.

Lands, limitation of right of entry on, 146,

147; distributed to legatees, to belong

to them, their heirs and assigns, 217;

granted to townships, by the governor

and com any, 228; patents for, how

signed, 1 7, 228; purchases of, from

Indians, without license, to be null and

void, 422; deeds not acknowledged, to

be adjudged void, 58.

Lane, Isaac, 58: ~——- Robert, deputy for

Stratford, 194, 208.

Latham, Cary, 28; vs. John Morgan

180, 143: _ Joseph, 183, 200.

Law, Lawes, Richard, commissioner, 5,

26, 49, 76,97, 115,140, 169,195,280.

Laws: certain orders made in 1676, to be

enforced, 148; suspended during the

usurpation to be again in force, 251:

—— of Sir . Andros and his council,

402-436, 441; copies sent for the use of

each county, 436.

Lay, Robert, deputy for Saybrook, 17. '

Lecture, ministers recommended to keep

a weekly lecture, 65.

Lee, Thomas, 186; deputy for Lyme, 181;

— Edward, 187.

, 120,

Leeds, John, vs. Jos. Latharn, 183.

Leete, William, governor, 1, 25, 48, 75, 96;

requested to reside in Hartford, 6; com~

missioner of the U. Colonies, 7;480, 486,

490; land given by Hermon Garret con

firmed to him, 34; takes the oath to en

force the acts of navigation and trade,

49; his death noted, 114; other mention,

16, 39, 40, 66, 117,276.

—Andrew, assistant, 2, 25, 48, 75, 96,

114, 139,168,194, 229, 250; confirmed

captain, 209.

— William, (junior,) deputy for Guil

ford, 2, 86, 48, 66, 75, 86, 106, 121, 134;

permitted to depart the court, 9.

Leffingwell, Thomas, deputy for Norwich,

26, 86,97, 106,115, 121, 188,155, 169,

181, 195, 208, 211, 214, 236, 249, 251,

254; confirmed lieutenant, 60; on com

mittees &c., 27, 117, 156, 170, 172, 175,

189,214; other references, 43, 107, 125.

Le ge, Capt. -——-, to sail from Boston,

54. ’

Leisler, Jacob takes possession of the

fort at New Kerk, 255, 466; asks to share

the privileges of the Connecticut char

ter, 467; commissioners sent to confer

with and advise him, 255, 468.

Le Moine captain of a French vessel,'296.

Lewis, William, deputy for Farmington,

48, 86, 106, 115,139, 155, 168, 181, 194,

207, 211, 214, 223, 227,280,286, 248, 251,

254; other references, 42, 52, 67, 80, 451.

Lindsle , Hannah, widow, 159.

Limitation, of entry on lands, 146, 147.

Lists of persons and estates in the several

towns, 17, 36,66, 86, 106, 126, 156, 181,

215,289.

Litill, Edward, 220.

“Little of the Much," &c., written by

Capt. James Fitch, 456.

Lockwood, Jona., 83; deputy for Green

wich, 115: —— Joseph, deputy for

Fairfield, 85.

Loomys, John, deputy for Windsor, 2, 16,

26, 35, 48, 66, 75, 85, 96,115,121, 188,

155, 181, 194, 207, 214, 222, 227, 229:

108.

London, John, 284.

Lord, Richard, de uty for Hartford, 85, 96,

105; vs. John B ackleach, 112; vs. Sam.

Willis, 175, 242.

—— William, buys the Paugwonk lands,

of Chapeto, 93.

Lowe, Anthony, 494.

Ludlow, Roger, sold his land at Windsor

to William Whiting, 162.

Lupton, Thomas, his rate remitted, 15.

Lyme, 56, 71; bounds with Haddam, 77;

etition to form a church anted, 18;

Silifcrence with Uncas, about and bou ht

of Chapeto, 93; committee appointe to

select a place for the meeting house,

196; election of military officers, 11;

vessel owned there in 1680, 299.

Lynde, Simon, 321.

Lyons Point, 331, 837.

Maine, Ezekiel, deputy for Stonington, 66,

227.
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Majohpence, aMohegan bound, 149.

Mapmansuck, 149.

Maltby (Maulby) William, deputy for

Branford, 169, 195, 208, 211, 214, 223,

227, 251,254. 216.

Mamanto, 161.

Mamasuck, a Mohegan bound, 149.

Mamoho, governor of the eastern Pequots;

land to be provided for his company, 8,

81, 42, 54, 82, 100, 103, 117; complains

that the land is not laid out, 54; a tract

purchased for their use, 117, 125.

Mansfield, Moses, deputy for New Haven,

2, 95, 75, 85, 97, 106, 121, 199, 139, 151,

155, 159, 181, 194, 207, 211, 214, 223,

227, 229, 236, 248, 250. 253; confirmed

captain, 127; nominated assistant, 112,

129, 159, 182,215, 241.

Manuring (Manwaring) Oliver, 25.

Manuncketesseck river, 27; to be bridged,

50.

Maquas, kill some of the praying Indians,

near Natick, and carry away captives,

490; messengers sent by Massachusetts

to demand the return of the captives,

258; correspondence with Sir E. Andros

on the subject 258, 259, 491, 495, 503;

suspected of plotting with the western

Indians 62; the send presents to the

Natick Indians ffir peace, 497; reported

to have taken one of the French forts,

438-9; propositions made by their sa

chems at Albany, May, 1689, 462.

Marshal; George Grave, 14, 81,—re-ap

pointed, 252; his salary granted, 14.

Marshall, Samuel, order concerning his

estate, 4: -— Thomas, 99.

Martha’s Vineyard; Mr. Mayhew’s ac

count of the praying Indians there,

504.

Martin, Samuel, 446: — Capt., 41.

Marwin, Miles, 190.

Masenunckquock, a Mohegan bound, 149.

Mashenups, 150.

Maskoran, son of Chapeto, 93.

Mason, John, captain; killed in the Fort

Fight, 5,13; grant to his widow, 13:

— Daniel, deputy for Stonington,

155.

-— Col. Robert, his letter to Mr. Allyn,

respecting the law of estates, 400.

— Samuel, deputy for Stonington, 8,

17, 36, 66, 75, 106; commissioner, 5, 26,

49, 76,97; on committees &c., 55,71, 78,

81; nominated assistant, 74, 94, 112;

elected assistant, 114, 139, 168, 194, 229,

250; confirmed captain, 170.

Massachusetts; boundary with, in dispute,

3, 33, 50; prevalence of the small pox

in 1678, 20; letter to, respectin the

Narragansett country and Mount- ope,

272; account of disbursements for the

Indian war, 498-502; Joseph Dudley

commissioned president of the council,

207, 358; the importance of an unre

stricted trade with Connecticut, 363,

373; their people generally poor, 373;

times and places of holdin courts du

ring the administration of indros, 411,

 

412, 405; letter from'the council respect

ing prisoners taken by the Mohawks,

490.

Massapeguotuck soongapo , 149.

Mather, Samuel, to be sett ed in the min

istry, at Windsor, 104; granted 200

acres, 245.

— Increase, 459, 465, 470.

Mattatuck, 42, 182; committee to view the

lands there, 47; bounds, 50, 84; agree

ment with Derby about bounds, 59, 60

84,—with Woodbury, 70, 84; annexed

to Hartford county, 197; highway to be

laid out to New Haven, 197; named

Waterbur , 197. .

Ma-tush, a abaquasset bound, 150.

Maudsley, John, 4.

Maxamus, 123. See Bankside.

Mayhew, Thomas; letter to the commis

sioners of the U. 0., respecting the Indi

ans at the Vineyard, 504; his seal de

scribed, 506; his age, 506: —— John,

505.

Mead, John, de uty for Greenwich, 35,

66, 227: —— oseph, 129.

Measures, standard of established; to be

sealed, &c., 421.

Measure, William, deputy for Lyme, 16,

48, 66, 86, 115, 139, 169, 195, 208, 211,

214, 223, 227.

Merchants; number of, in 1680,—and their

principal tratfic, 298, 297.

Menhansick Island, 476.

Meriden, 140.

Merryman, Nath., 9; deputy for Walling

ford, 2, 16, 26, 36, 48, 66, 75,115, 169,

181; commissioner, 5.

Middletdwn, 29, 77, 100; grant of lands

to, 225; vessel owned there, in 1680,

299.

Miles, John, Ensign, 328.

Milford; committee to fix the west line, 3,

41; military oflicers, 116; lands at C0

rum hill, and east of Stratford river,

assigned for the Indians, 55, 68; vessels,

in 1680, 299.

Militia and Military affairs:

commissions to stand in force until re

voked by the Court, 63,—though the

governor who signed them be deceased,

116; seqjeant major, in each county, to

command, in sudden exigents, 61,—his

duties, 61, 62, 63,-his oath, 63, 111;

fines, for neglect of training, 63,—for fir

ing guns in the night, 63; transient per

sons not _to be called to train, 83; num

ber of trained soldiers, in 1680, 295.

Ammunition: to be provided by each

county, 63. Artillery; the towns recom

mended to procure, 63. '

Troop of Hartford county, their priv

ileges, 12, 19; how equipped, 12; 0111

cers confirmed, 39, 91,255.

Hartford count regiment; order of

the companies, 0 cers &c. in 1688, 451:

Ofiicers to be continued in oflice, at

the revolution, 251:

An Act for settling the Militia, enacted

by Andros and the council, 429, 441.
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Militia and Military affairs:

Fort at Saybrook, to be repaired, 51;

Abram Post commissioned lieutenant,

51; persons to be employed to take

charge ofit, 119 ; John Parker appointed

gunner, 141; shot to be provided, 182;

to be repaired, and ammunition pro

vided 252, 254.

Minor, Ephraim, 144; deputy for Stoning

ton, 86: —-- John, dep. for Woodbury,

134, 139, 156, 169, 131, 194, 208, 214,

230, 236, 251; commissioner, 27, 49, 76,

98, 115, 140,169, 195,230, 252; confirmed

captain, 141; on committees &c., 70, 77,

145: —- Thomas, deputy for Stoning

ton, 26, 36, 48, 97; commissioner, 5, 26,

49, 76; other references, 29, 55, 69, 90,

188.

Miscetchawog, 150.

Misdemeanor, articles of, exhibited by

Randolph against the colony, 347.

Mishenups, Misshinaps, pond, 150, 202, 244.

Mitchell, David, 10: — Matthew, 173.

Mohawks: see Maquas.

Mohegaus: see Uncas and the Mohegans.

Momoronock river, 328.

Monoposhke, 150.

Moorhouse, Lieutenant —, 224.

Morgan, James, 9: —— James jun., 43:

—John. vs. Cary Latham,120,130,143.

Morris, John, 99.

Mortgage; a decision of the Court relating

to a mort age of ersonal property, 113.

Mortlake; apt. B ackwell’s tract, near

New Roxbury, so named, 246; noticed,
202,246. 5

Moses, John, 72, 128.

Moss, John, nominated assistant, 1; com

missioner, 5 27, 49, 76, 97,140, 195,230;

deputy for allingford, 86, 97,106, 115,

121, 134, 139, 155, 214, 227; on commit

tees, 67, 80.

-— Joseph, his rate remitted, because of

his losses b fire, 215.

Moulthrop, L athew, 233. _

Mount-hope lands; solicited b John

Crowne, 271; letter from the ¥{ing re

specting them, 269; letter from the gov

ernor and council, to Massachusetts, 272;

their extent and value, 507; letter from

the commissioners of the U. Colonies to

the King, 506-509.

Movvim,88a Pequot, murdered an Indian

g1r , 4 .

Munhums ueeg, a Mohegan bound, 149.

Munson, T omas, deputy for New Haven,

2,35, 75,35, 97, 106.

Murrin, Miles, sen., 190.

Mygatt, Jacob; claim against his estate, 44.

Narragansett country ; its boundaries, 275;

commissioners appointed for Wickford

&c., 32; intruders there, to be brought

to punishment, 32; settlements begun

by R. Island people, 265, 269; the con

quered lands not to be taken up, with

authority, therein, 40; the King orders

that all things there remain as now

they are,’ 270, 271; pleas of right to the

jurisdiction of, 302; prosecution of the

claims of Connecticut, 305; proceedings

and report of the commissioners, referred

to, 320, 821; pleas and testimony pre

sented by Connecticut agents, 324; the

jurisdiction adjudged to belong to Con

necticut, 821.

proprietors: Capt. Winthrop's peti

tion in their behalf, 15, 257; the governor

and council authorized to treat with

them, 82; letter from John Saflin to

John Allyn, 267; from Richard Smith,

to the same, 269; Mr. Allyn’s reply to

Mr. Saifin,—the R. Islanders to be out

ed,——an agent should be sent to En -

land &c., 273; their title to the soil

recognized by Connecticut, 325; the

commissioners report in favor of their

rights, 321.

—— River, not Pawcatuck River, 275;

Pawtucket river, so called, 274.

Nash, John, 6, 16, 66; elected assistant, 2,

25, 43, 75, 96, 114,139, 168, 194, 229; to

keep courts at New London, 27; on com

mittees, 37 57, 175; chosen serjeant

major for . H. county, 119.

Nashawag, 150.

Y Natick Hill, 150.

Natick Indians, taken prisoners by the Mo

hawks, 258, 262; received wampum from

the Mohawks for peace, 497; noticed by

Eliot, 493. 5.. Mohawks.

Naubuc; controversy respecting bounds

of lands there, Bulkeley vs. Hollister,

163, 173; committee appointed to meas

ure all lands there &c. 166, 167; propri

etors petition forasettlement of bounds,

246.

Naugatuck, Nagatuck, river, 60.

Navigation and Trade; oath for enforcing

the acts of, is taken by the Governor, 49;

letter from the King, enumerating these

acts, with a proclamation for their due

observance, 307.

Nayump river, 164.

Nesehegen, 29.

Nethercot, Abel, and John, 244.

Newbery, Benjamin, deputy for Windsor,

2,16,26, 35, 48, 66, 75, 35, 96, 105, 115,

121, 133, 139, 151, 155; commissioner, 5,

26, 49, 76, 97, 115, 140; nominated as

sistant, 1, 23, 37, 94,112, 129, 159; elect

ed assistant, 168, 194, 229, 250 ; appointed

by Andros, a justice of the eace, 390,

395, 438; proposed for ma_]or of the

Hartford county regiment, 450.

Newell, Thomas, 120.

Newport, Andrew, 344.

New Haven; military oflicers confirmed,

127, 196, 391; highway to Mattatuck,

197; vessels owned, in 1680, 299, 317;

trained soldiers divided into two compa

nies, 253.

 

out the Court’s license, 34; agent to be

appomted, to defend the colony’s title to

it, 38; protest against exercise of R. I.

— colony; 473, 480.

—— county; number of trained soldiers in

1680, 295; Capt. John Nash chosen ser
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jeant-major, 119; Robert Treat commis

sioned colonel, by Andros, 391;—con

stituted judge of the inferior court of

pleas, 392.

-— Village; inhabitants on east side of

N. H. river, granted liberty to become a

village, 57; committee to adjust their

differences with Branford 90; agree

ment of New Haven and Dranford, re

spectin the purchase of lands, 100.

New Lon on; inhabitants east of the river,

ask liberty to settle a minister, 13; grant

of land for the school to be laid out, 29;

committee to fix the line between the

town and the Mohegans, 71, 176; the

harbor, noticed, 295, 296; vessels owned

there, in 1680, 299; visited by privateers

and pirates, 296, 315; seizure of goods

imported contrary to the act of trade

&c., 344; military ofiicers confirmed, 80,

216.

—— county, to receive compensation in

land, from Uncas, for the prison burned

by Mohegan Indians, 43; failure of the

court, Sept. 1683, by reason of the gen

eral sickness, 125, 123; number of train

ed soldiers, in 1680, 295.

New plantations: see Bedford; Mattatuck;

Paquiage; Pototuck; Preston; Waba

uassett country; Wiantenuck; New

oxbury.

— above Norwalk or Fairfield; com

mittee appointed to order the planting

of, 142.

New Roxbury, rant of, by Massachusetts,

246; named oodstock, 246.

Newton, James, attorney for his brother

Israel, vs. Robert Beachem, 123.

—— Roger, granted 200 acres, 92: -——

Thomas, 123.

New York; intercourse with, suspended,

during the prevalence of the small pox,

264; Gov. Andros claims Fisher’s Island,

for the Duke of York, 64; letter to the

governor of, respecting settlements east

of the Hudson, 100, 313; Col. Dongan

commissioned governor, 131; a letter of

congratulation addressed to him, on his

arrival, 326; correspondence with him,

respecting the boundary, 131, 326—330;1

the line settled by the commissioners in

1664, and recognized by the Duke of

York, 328; commissioners appointed to

confer with Gov. D., for settling the

boundary, 134; their instructions, 135;

their agreement confirmed, 141, 142,

332; the line to be laid out, 142; report

of the commissioners and surveyor, 337,

ratified by the two governors, 338, 339.

annexed to the government of Sir E.

Andros, 446; minutes of a. council, (Aug.

1688,) 447; Capt. Leisler takes posses

sion of the fort, 255; writes to Connecti

cut, 466; asks to share the privileges of

the Conn. charter, 467; commissioners

sent to confer with and advise him, 255,

468; on their arrival, William and Mary

are proclaimed, 255; ten men sent to

assist in defending the fort, 256 ; news of

 

Noyes, James, 95, 275;

the revolution brought to Albany, by

Capt. Bull,—the people rise, and secure

the fort, 461.

correspondence with the commander

of the Dutch fleet in 1673, 487, 488.

See Andros, Sir Edmund; Dongan,

Thomas.

Niantick Indians, (in Lyme), desire an

allowance of land, 56; Obed complains

that their land is taken from them,

44.

— (eastern); see Ninigret.

Nichols, Adam, vs. John Butler, 88.

—— Cyprian, Siborn, deputy for Hartford,

48, 115, 168, 181, 194, 207, 211, 214, 222,

227, 229,236,248, 250, 253; granted 200

acres of land, 245; other references, 120,

450: —— Josiah, deputy for Stratford,

251, 254.

Nicholson, Francis, captain of one of the

companies that came with Andros, 380;

sent by Andros to confer with Gov.

Treat, 380; his letter to Lieut. Col.

Allyn, from N. York, 454.

Ninigret, sachem of the eastern Niantics,

103, 474, 475, 476, 488.

Nipmug country, 149, 150, 247; conveyed

by Oweneco, to Capt. James Fitch, 202.

Nipnock Indians, 440, 442.

Normansell, Rich., secondary to the sheriff

of London; letters from, enclosing writs

of Quo Warranto, 356, 376.

North, John, 99.

Norton, John, deputy for Farmin ton, 66,

75, 97; committee to lay out attatuck

bounds, 84.

Norwalk; bounds with Stratford, 7; con

troversy about the location of the meet

ing house, 80, 45, 59; a bridge over the

river, to be built, 50; military oflicers

confirmed, 67; line with Stamford, 173,

217; with Fairfield, 175,—controversy

about bounds, 203, 218, 224, 232; other

references, 166, 201.

Norwich, 176; bounds extended to include

Mr.-Brewster’s farm, 220; surrendering

Indians to be removed, 225; mil. offi

cers, 60.

granted 200 acres,

for a farm, 175: —- Moses 11, 18;

granted 200 acres, 245: —~— icholas,

granted 200 acres, provided he remain

in the colony, 93; removes to Salem, 98.

Oaths, forms of,—for packers of provis

ions, 53,—town clerks, 53,--clerk of

county court, 63,—serjeant-major, 63,

111,-surveyors of highways, 157,—

branders, 206: of grand jury, amended,

95.

Obed, of Niantick, 144.

Odell, John, 8.

Ogden, John, 101;

pasture, 102.

granted 20 acres, for a

Olcott, Mrs. Abigail, vs. Samuel Hale,

89: —- Thomas and Abigail, executors,

vs. Thomas Wright et. al., 124.

Olmsted, James, confirmed lieutenant, 67;

committee to lay out Danbury bounds,
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Peirson, Mr. [Abraham,] 478: — John:

order respecting his estate, 58.

Pell, John, 326.

Pember, Joanna, divorced, 23.

Pembleton, Capt. [James,] 9.

Pemenos, an Indian boundary, 150.

Pequot country, and its sachems, 479: tes

timony respecting the rights of Uncas

to Pequot lands, 478-480. See Cassas

inamon; Mamoho.

Perkins, -—, 318, 319.

Perry, John, the postman, 393, 397, 398,

438, 439, 446.

Petitions to the King. See Addresses.

Phelps, Ann, 6.

Ph7e5rris7, Joseph, deputy fo'r Greenwich,

,9 .

Philipse (Flypsen,) Fredryck, 832, 813,

338

241: — Richard, commissioner, 5, 26,

49, 76, 97, 115, 140, 169; deput , 26;

nominated assistant, 1; confirme cap

tain, 67; committee for the new planta

tion on the Hop Ground, 83.

Ordiuaries; keepers of, may not arrest

sailors, for debts, 54; gaming, sin 'ng,

and dancing in, prohibited, 203; at art

ford, noticed, 145, 172, 228.

Orton, Thomas, 142; deputy for Farming

ton, 155.

Orton: see Horton. .

Osborn, Widow —-, 9.

Owaneco, 44, 56, 70, 82, 150, 176, 310: see

Uncas and the Mohegans.

Packer, John, 183.

Packer's oath, 53.

Packin of fish, beef, &c., regulated, 417.

Pa e, ohn, vs. Tho. Herris, 190, 204.

Pa mer, [John,] 366, 367: — Thomas,

370.

—— Nehemiah, deputy for Stonington,

75, 169, 195, 251, 254; on committees,

78,81, 84, 100.

Palmes, Edward, deputy for New London,

17,26, 75, 97, 115, 195, 211; commis

sioner for N. L. county, 5, 26, 49,76, 97,

252; on committees, 29, 100, 103.; nom

inated assistant, 1, 23, 37, 94, 182; his

motion to the court, touching ‘ arbitrary

power ’ &c., 193: opposed to the resump

tion of charter government, 388; com

mended by Gov. F]etcher,';389; else

where mentioned, 130, 200, 820.

Pamot net, 275.

Pantry, ohn, fined, 182.

Paquiage; committee toordera lantation

there, 142; settlers, removing rom Nor

walk, to pay half rates, 166; named

Danbury, 240.

Parke, Thomas,-—Thomas, jun.,—Nathan

iel,—John, 220.

Parker, John, 195; appointed gunner of

Saybrook fort, 141, 252: — William,

deputy for Saybrook, 17, 26, 36, 66, 75,

86, 97, 106, 115.

Paskheegh, 150.

Patents, for the towns &c., to be granted,

176, 177; their form, 177, 178, 228.

Patteson, Edward; his grant of land laid

out to Thomas Smith, 116.

Pautuck, si ifies a fall, 276.

Pautucket nver, 274; known as Narragan

sett river, 325.

Paugwonk, Paugunt, lands, 93.

Pauquiau ,44.

Pawcatuc , claimed by Rhode Island,

268.

-— river; indian testimony respeeting it,

274; never called Narragansett river,

275,—except by the procurement of R.

Island, 302.

Pearpoynt, James, granted 200 acres, 245.

Peat, Benjamin, 186.

Peck, Jeremy, granted 200 acres, 245: —

Joseph, confirmed ensign, 11.

Peddlers, an act concerning; 485, 489, 441.

Phillips, George, 92.

Physicians and surgeons licensed, 160, 218,

241.

Pickett, John, 218.

Pieces of Eight, to pass at five shillings,

119; the order repealed, 157;ordered by

Andros to ass at six shillings, 416.

Pilgrims Har our, 235.

Pirates and privateers, an act for restrain

ing and punishing, 151-154, 336; rarely

venture on this coast, 296; Graham,

escaped from prison in Nantucket, 154;

three piratical vessels in the Sound, 314;

one uts in to N_. London, 315; a vessel

of It r. Arnold's taken, 315; a privateer

sloop captured at B. Island, 315; exam

ination of four prisoners, at Hartford,

818; two Boston sloops plundered, 366;

act made by Andros and the council,

against irates, 415.

Pitkin, Vlilliam, elected treasurer, 2; re

signs, 13, 14; deputy for Hartford, 2, 16,

25,35, 48, 66, 75,85, 96, 115, 121, 133,

139, 151, 155; dep. for Greenwich, 17;

commissioner of U. Colonies, 19; on

committees, 37, 122, 124; attorney, 22,

67, 127, 165; commissioner to treat with

Gov. Dongan, 134. '

Pitman, Jonathan, 173, 175.

“ Plain Short Discourse, &c.," by Capt.

James Fitch, 456.

Platt, John, 69, 241; deputy for Norwalk,

16, 66, 86, 97, 106, 115, 121, 134, 139,

156, 169 181, 194, 211, 214, 223.

Plimton, Hebert, 198.

Plumbe, John, 113; vs. Sam. Collins, 118,

127; vs. Edw. Turner, 127.

Pohtaiyomsek, 149.

Pond, Samuel, 159; deputy

3, 17, 106, 115 121, 134, 230, 237.

P001‘, (provision for relief of, 300, 428; few

nee relief, 300.

Poquanock; inhabitants petition for a sep

arate school, 8.

Porter, John, 6, 195: ——Daniel, 52.

Post between Boston and Hartford, estab

lished by Andros, 893, 398,—who pro

poses to extend it to Stamford, 393; its

settlement delayed, 442.

for Branford,

67
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Post, Abram, lieutenant of Saybrook fort,

51; on committees, 71, 81, 91; deputy,

131: —- John, 176, 139.

Pototuck, Potatuck; liberty to purchase

lands for a plantation there, 20; com

mittee to view the lands, 47: —— river,

32, 164, 175.

Potter, John, 57, 233.

Pouhtugwotchaug, 149. _ _

Pounds; suit for etaining cattle in a pn

vate pound, 243. .

Powell, Thomas, 284.

Praske, daughter of Romanock, 283.

Pratt, William, 15; dep. for Saybrook 2:

—-John, ensign, 141; dep. for gay

brook, 155: —- Peter, 144: — Dan

iel, 242, 243.

Prentice, John, 344.

Preston; names of petitioners for a plan

tation, 220; bounds, 223; named, &c.,

240; Capt. Jos. Standish, to command

the train band 252.

Preston, El.iasapl1, deputy for Wallingford,

36: -— Jeh1el, deputy for Stratford,

121,133. _

Privateers. See Pirates and nvateers.

Profaneness, laws against to e enforced,

203.

Profits on imported goods, 185.

Provisions, prices of, in 1680, 300;

ing and inspection of, 417.

Prudden, Mr., granted ten pounds for

preaching at Rye, 14.

Punham, sachem of Cowissett, 475.

Pumpumbashunck, 149.

Purdy, Elizabeth, 28: —-Francis, 28.

Pygan, Alexander, 113, 172.

Pynchon, John, 42, 54, 320, 359, 364.

pack

Quassapauge pond, 70.

Queghommatch, 150.

Queries from the committee for trade and

plantations 292.

Quinebaug; llncas claims lands between

the river and Egunk, 56.

Quo Warranto, a ainst the colony, solic

ited b E. Ran olph, 347, 352; first and

secon writs of, 1ssued, 850, 356, 357;

brought over by Randolph, 351, 352;

served, 210, 356, 358; mmutes of pro

ceedings, for the s ecial court of July,

(1686,) 360, 361; andolph announces

the recei t of athird writ, 375,—which

is serve , 222, 375; Eludgment against

the charter, not recor ed, 470.

Randolph, Edward, ap ointed collector of

the customs for New ngland, 307; dep

uty surveyor and auditor general, 30 ;

a commissioner for inquiring into claims

to the Narra ansett country, 320; attor

ney for the uke of Hamilton, 136, 335;

secretary of the council for N. E., 207;

solicits writs of quo warranto against

Connecticut, 207, 347, 352; presents

articles ofm1sdemeanor against the gov

ernor and com any, 347 849; announces

to Gov. Treat 's arrival with the writs,

 207, 352; on the arrival ofAndros, writes

a ain, advising an early application to

his excellency, 222; sends a messenger

to serve the third writ of quo warr.,

375; sent by Andros, to Hartford, to

urge submission, 382, 383; other refer

ences, 137, 208, 210, 312, 354, 377.

Rates, granted, 19, 44. 71, 92,111,129, 160

189, 213, 219, 224, 245; compensation oi‘

collectors, 79; allowance for storage,

shrinkage of grain, &c., 192, 193; orders

respecting the ayment of rates, (1684,)

163; Indian ma e servants to be assessed,

as other persons, 18.

— for defraying the charges of the In

dian war, 493.

—— order of Andros and the council for

levying and collecting, 401; act for con

tinuing and establishing certain rates,

duties and imposts, 405; to be levied,for

relief of the poor, 428.

Raymond, 315: —— Joshua; his widow

authorized to convey land, 25.

Reasons for continuin Connecticut 9. dis

tinct province or co ony, 372.

Records of the United Colonies; extracts

from, 473-514.

Reeve, Robert, deceased, 142, 143.

Regicides: see Goffe, Col. [William.]

Replies to the Queries of the Committee

ofTrade, (1680,) 294-301.

Revolution in Connecticut, 455-460 ; prom

inent promoters ofthe revolution, named

by Mr. Bulkeley, 254, 455, 460.

Rhode Island; controversy with the Mass.

proprietors of Narragansett lands, 257;

(see Narragansett proprietors ;) the gov

ernor and counci authorized to treat

with the government of Rhode Island

about the Narragansett country, 32;

letter to, protesting against settlements

begun in the Narragansett country, 265;

the governor and council's reply, 266;

court held at Pawcatuck, by Rhode Isl

and authority, 39,—is protested against

by Gov. Leete, 276,—and by the gen

eral court, 40; Gov. Cranston’s reply,

277; ive notice of intention to run the

west ine of their colon , 280; a consta

ble of Stonington impnsoned by Rhode

Island authority, 286-290; the govern

ment negleeted to defend the Narragan

sett conntry during the war, 303,—com

polled the soldiers wounded in the fort

fight to pay for relief, 303,—and bound

them to service, to discharge the debt,

303.

Richards, James, elected assistant, 1 25,

48; appointed to keep court at ew

London, 27; on committees, 3, 42; com

missioner for the U. Colonies, 26,49, 509;

his death noticed, 71,285, 305; law books

to be purchased from his widow, 71.

——Mrs. Sarah, vs. Joseph Whiting, 121;

married Humphrey Davie, 71, 243.

—— John, 201.

Richardson, Amos, deputy for Stonin on,

26, 48, 86; controversy with Capt. en
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ison, 95; his death noticed, 128; order

respecting his will and estate, 128; other

references, 29, 90, 275, 282, 286: —

Steven, deputy for Stouin on, 230; vs.

Jos. Trueman, 125; consta le, 286; im

prisoned by authorities of Rhode Island,

286-290; other references, 113, 128.

Roads, to be cleared of brush, 30; between

town and town to be the king’s high

way, 30. See Highways.

Robbms, John, 6; de uty for Wethersfield,

230, 236: — Jos ua, 246.

Roberts, John, vs. Samuel Stone, 124:

——- Mrs., wife of John, 118.

Robinson, Thomas, controve with the

town of Guilford, 90, 99,—and with

Wm. Stone, 22, 28, 90,118, 116, 117,160.

Rogers, James, 29: — Samuel, 41;

granted 300 acres of land, in compensa

tion for his expenses in vindicatmg his

wife's innocence, 130; his land to be

laid out, 140, 172: — John, order re

spectin the ardianship of his son, 144.

Romanoc , sac em of Aspatuck, 281, 283.

Roote, John, bought land of John Warner,

52. .

Rose, Daniel, 109: ——- Thomas, 220, 223.

Rosewell, William, 216; commissioner for

Branford 252; appointed by Andros, a

justice of the peace, 388; disaffected to

the charter overnment, 388; attests

Bulkeley's ‘ ill and Doom,’ 388; com

mended by Gov. Fletcher, 389.

Rosseter, Josiah, 187; deputy for Guilford,

115, 139, 151; confirmed ensign, 209.

Rotham: see Wrotham.

Rudd, Jonathan, 220.

Rude, John, 220.

Rue, John 200.

Ruggles, Samuel, of Roxbmw desires to

settle a plantation in the abaquasset

country, 202: — John, —— Samuel

jun., 202.

Russell, Noadiah, 9; granted 200 acres,

245: —— Samuel, 216; granted 200

acres, 245.

Rye; a grant to Mr. Prudden, for preach

ing there, 14; Mr. Denham’s pay to be

gathered, with the country rate, 71;

authority of New York exercised there,

326; surrendered to N. Y., by the agree

ment of November, 1683, 331, 332.

Sabbath, law against the profanation of, to

be enforced, 148, 203.

Saflin, John, prosecuted by Rhode Island,

letter from, 267; Mr. Allyn's reply, 273;

other references, 306, 321.

St. Nicholas, John, proposed coming to

New En land in 1639,—Mr. Whiting

buys lan for him at Windsor, 162.

Sagatuck river, 232.

Sage, David, 120.

Sailors, not sub 'e-ct to arrest for debts con

tracted at or inaries, &c., 54.

Sales of property taken u on execution,

regulated, 110; notice 0 , to be posted,

1%; to be by appraisal, not by outcry,

 

Salish , Captain —, commander of

the fort at Albany, 258, 263.

Saltonstall, Nathaniel, 320.

Sanders, George, vs. Christopher Sanders,

68; vs. Michael Tayntor, about fencing,

161; confirmed ensign, 91.

-— Tobias, 39.

Sandford, Peleg, presents an account of

his disbursements for wounded soldiers

&c., 170; his account declared unjust,—

but .-£10 granted him, 171, 342, 343.

—- Zachary, purchases the ordinary,

formerly Jeremy Adams’s, 172; to be

paid his dues from the colony, 228;

elsewhere mentioned, 319, 396.

Sannup, Sanhop, of Niantick, sells a tract

of land to Ma_]or Talcott and others, 93,

200.

Sasquanaugh 282.

Sawyer, Sir Robert, attorne general, 368.

Saybrook; bounds with Ki ingworth, 24,

27; bounds with Haddam, 27; order

respecting common lands near the fort,

33, 47; a highway to be laid out, to

Killingworth, 50; military oflicers, 28,

141; vessels, in 1680, 299; elsewhere

mentioned, 77, 395: -—- Fort; see Mili

tary Affairs.

Scantamau eawg, 497.

Scill, Josep , 171; deputy for Lyme, 195,

208,211.

Schools, to be maintained in all towns

which number thirt families, 9; peti

tion for a se arate so 001 at Poquanock,

8; ant of and to New London school,

to e laid out, 29; houses and lands

given for the support of, exempted from

taxation, 158; surplus money in the

treasury, to be distributed for the sup

port of grammar or other schools, 224,

225.

Seal, of the colonfy, delivered to Sir E.

Andros, 391 ;—o Sir Edmund Andros,

391; of New England, 392.

Searle, John, 129.

Secretary; his salary granted, 24, 74, 95,

114, 129, 165, 191, 219, 245; exhibits the

charter, to the Court, 238; Capt. Samuel

Talcott chosen, for the session of Octo

ber, 1684, 164. See Allyn, John.

Seely,.Nathaniel, 201, 224, 244; confirmed

ligutenant, 170: —- Obadiah, deceased,

9 .

Selectmen, the election of, regulated, (by

act ofAndros and council,) 427.

Selleck, Jonathan, deputy for Stamford,

115, 169, 208, 230; commissioner, 252;

to assist in laying out the.New York

boundary, 142, 337; committee to run

the line between Fairfield and Norwalk,

175: -— John, 196:— Jonathan jun.,

vs. John Wheeler, 238; assessed for

trade, 240.

Sension, Mark, deputy for Norwalk, 16,

139, 156.

Sequachana, sells land on Potatuck river,

164.

Sewall, Samuel; his notice of the funeral

of Lady Andros, 438.
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Seward, William, lieutenant, deputy for

Guilford, 115, 121, 134, 155, 169, 181;

named, 118.

Sewatam, sells land on Potatuck river,

16L

Shawammuck, a Mohegan bound, 149.

Sheep; rams to be restrained from going

with the flocks &c. 91.

Shepherd, John, 89, 192, 201.

Sherman, Samuel, nommated assistant, 1,

23; commissioner for Stratford, 5, 26,

49, 76, 97, 115,140, 169, 195,230; deputy,

121, 133, 181, 230, 249; nom. assistant,

159, 182, 215, 241; granted land, 234,

247:—— Samuel_jun.,224: -— Daniel,

confirmed ensi ,196; commissioner for

laging out the ew York boundary line,

33 .

Ships; see Vessels.

Sherwood, Matthew, 8; confirmed ensign,

183.

Shoemakers; order of 1679, concerning

them, repealed, 14.

Shrimpton, Samuel, 820; sworn of An

dros's council, 441,442.

Sickness, prevalence of, in the colony,

74, 107, 182,829.

Silver coin, at what rates to pass current,

119, 157, 416.

Sign posts, to be erected in every town,

111.

Simsbury; bounds with Windsor, 21, 22;

petition that proprietors may be com

pelled to settle on their lots, 42; com

mittee to designate places for building,

42; liberty to embody a church, granted,

101; committee to la ' out bounds, 120;

John Terry confirme ensign, 141; difl'i

culties about fencing lands, 246.

Sinuesut, a Mohegan bound, 149.

Skidmore, Thomas, 39.

Skins of bucks and does, shipped without

license, to be seized, 31; repealed, 78.

Slaves, few in the colon (1680,) 298.

Small pox, in New Yor , 264; in Massa

chusetts, 20, 264.

Smith, Edward, of New London, contests

the will of his uncle, John 52, 67, 83,

89: —- Elusare, 4: -—— Henry, 101:

—James, 220: — Joanna, wife of

John, 52: — John, of N. London, 52,

67, 89: -—— Jonathan, vs. Thomas and

Abigail Olcott, 124: -— Joseph, 99:

— Nehemiah, 113: — Richard, of

Narragansett, commissioner for Wick

ford &c., 32; petitions the King to estab

lislr the jurisdiction of Connecticut, in

Narragansett, 268, 307; letter from, 269;

rosecuted b Rhode Island, 268; his

osses in the Lhdian war, 512; compen

sation to be made him, for his charge in

takir1g care of wounded soldiers &c.,

511, 157, 163; sworn of Andros’s coun

cil, 441, 442; other references, 320, 321,

343: — Richard, of Lyme, deput , 3,

16, 36: — Richard, butcher, [of art

ford,] 191, 192, 198, 343: — Richard,

of Wethersfield, 99: —- Samuel, 99:

—— Thomas, 116.

 

So'ourners not admitted inhabitants, pro

ibited from voting in town meetings,

34.

Soso, a renegade Pequot captain, 275.

Southold, 315, 319, 320.

Specie payment, what, 109; debts to be

paid in specie, 7, 109.

Spectacle onds, 448.

Spencer, ared, deputy for Haddum, 3,

17, 26,35, 48, 115, 121.

Spragge, John, a member of Gov. Don

gan’s council, 339, 367; and secretary of

the province, 367.

Squammacutt, 275, 276.

Squire, George, 39.

Stamford; bounds with Greenwich, 173,

217,--with Norwalk, 173, 217; John

Bates confirmed ensi , 183; New York

asserts jurisdiction there, 326, 327; ves

sels owned in 1680 299.

Standing council. See Governor and As

sistants.

Standish, Josiah, ap ointed captain of the

Preston train ban , 252: —— Thomas,

vs. John Cole, 165.

Standly, Caleb, deputy for Hartford, 121,

133, 139, 151, 155; confirmed lieutenant,

126; mentioned, 166; captain, 451: —

John, deputy for Farmington, 16, 26, 36,

48, 66, 75, 86, 97, 106, 115, 121, 184,189,

151, 168, 181, 194, 207, 211, 214, 228,

227, 230, 248, 251, 254; confirmed lieu

tenant, 84: -—— John jun., of Mattatuck,

60, 70, 84, 175,200, 217; -— Nathan

iel, deputy for Hartford, 16, 25, 35, 66,

105, 194,207, 211, 214, 222,227, 229, 286,

248, 250, 253; vs. Enoch Buck, respect

ing land in Wethersfield, 160, 199; vs.

Mich. Griswold, 161, 199; appeals to

England, 167; granted 200 acres of land,

245; on committees, 120, 224; proposed

for captain, 450; activein promoting the

revolution (1689,) 457, 460.

Stanton, John, 103, 188: — Thomas

sen., 9, 476: — Thomas, deputy for

Stonington, 121.

Start, Aaron, 29.

Staves, the assize and inspection of, regu

lated, 426.

Stebbin , Deacon Edward, 184.

Steele, ames, 117, 120, 226; townsman of

Hartford, in 1689, 457; active in promo

ting the revolution, 457,460: -— James

jun., 226: —- John, 226: — Samuel

deputy for Wethersfield, 85; granted

land, 231; authorized to purchase land

of Nesehegen, 29; suit vs. Enoch Buck,

160,161; vs. Michael Griswold, 161, 199;

appeals to England, 167; his purchase

0 nglian rights in Farmington, confirm

ed, 1 4.

Stent, Eliezer, deputy for Branford, 26,

48,66, 75, 86, 97, 106, 115, 121, 189 151,

156, 169, 181, 195, 208, 211, 214, 227,

230, 249, 251; confirmed lieutenant,

127; commissioner, 230; mentioned, 195,

216.

Stevens Thomas de ut forK.i1lin orth121,184. ’ P y gw ’
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Stiles, Ephraim, deputy for Stratford, 214,

223.

Stgcking, Samuel, deputy for Middletown,

6.

Stone, Samuel, sen.,118; his manuscript

catechism, 124: ——- Elizabeth, widow

of Rev. Samuel, 118, 124: -— Samuel,

%un.,) 118, 123, 124: — William, vs.

ho. Robinson, 22, 28, 90, 113, 116, 117,

' 160.

Stonhard, Joseph, his rate remitted, 78.

Stoniggton, recommended to la out land

for amoho’s company, 31 11 ; captain

of train band confirmed, 170; sloop

owned there (1680), 299; old meeting

house hill’ referred to, 189; troubles

with Rhode Island, 268, 286, 290; other

references 95, 112, 120, 124, 144, 166,

395. See Mamoho; Cattapesett.

Stoughton, Thomas, 108: —— William,

820.

Stowe, Samuel, desired to continue at

Simsbury, 101.

Stow, John, freed from rates &c., 182.

Strangers and transient persons not to be

entertained, or hired, without license,

112.

Stratford; cattle to be listed, 3; controver

sy about the settlement of John Wheat

ly, 46, 72; reservation for the Indians,

on Golden Hill, 7, 444 445,—on Corum

Hill, 68; bounds with Norwalk, 7; grant

ed leave to begin a plantation north of

their bounds, 69; lieutenant chosen and

confirmed, 126, 170; lands to be allowed

to Moses Wheeler, 163, 164, 176; award

of committee respecting division of

lands, confirmed, 186; sloop owned there

(1680), 299.

Street, Samuel, granted 200 acres of land,

77,—to be laid out, 81.

Strong, Return, 4; comet of the troop, 255.

Strong drink, sale of, to the Indians, by

servants, to be punished, 228.

Stur e, John, 129.

Sud en Exigents, addition to the law pro

viding for, 61.

Sunder and, [Robert,] Earl of, secretary

of state, 346, 377.

Surrenderers: see Indians.

Surveyors of ships and vessels to be ap

pointed &c., 84, 85.

Swaine, Daniel, 216.

Swamfield, proposed as the name for Pa

quiage plantation, (Danbury,) 240.

Sv:i;(1)e, to be ringed and yoked, &c., 113,

Talcott, John, elected assistant, 1, 25, 48,

75, 96,114, 139, 168, 194, 229; appointed

to keep courts, 15, 52, 76, 201; on com

mittees &c., 3, 14, 29, 33, 42, 47, 51, 71,

78,93,98,102,103,117,119, 136,141,145,

163, 166, 170, 172, 182, 195, 202, 221,

224, 401; commissioner of the U. Colo

nies, 116, 142, 195,—reserve, 26, 49, 76,

98; one of Hermon Garret’s legatees, 34;

his purchase of land from Sannup, 200;

letter to Gov. Andros, 399; tloves to act

his matters by himself,’ 438.

 
Talcott, Samuel, deputy for Wethersfield,

2, 17,26, 86, 48, 66, 75, 85, 106, 115, 121,

133, 139, 155; commissioner, 5, 26, 49,

76, 97, 115, 140; nominated assistant, 1,

23, 37, 94, 112, 129, 159; elected assist

ant, 168, 194, 229, 250; confirmed lieu

tenant of the troop, 39,—captain, 91,

255; on committees, &c., 122, 124, 156,

214, 231, 370; chosen secretary (pro

tem.,) 164.

Tallmage, Peter, 187.

Tanners, mav transport leather, for the -

purchase of hides, 14; leather sold by,

not duly sealed, to be forfeited, 23; not

to cut trees, for bark, without license

from the town, 236.

Taverns. See Ordinaries.

Tawton, Tawtum, Daniel, a Bermudian,

examined and committed to jail, as a

pirate, 319.

Taxes. See Rates; Imposts; Excise.

Ta lor, James, 3: — John, Samuel,

illiam,99.

Temple, Richard, 844.

Terry, John, 42, 101, 451; confirmed en

sign, 141.

Thanksgiving, days of, appointed, 20 45,

74,108, 191, 160,221, 255; appointed by

Andros, 392, 393,—for the Queen's preg

nancy, 443, 444. -

Thayre, Richard, prosecutes a claim to

lands of John Wampus, in Fairfield, 282.

Theale,Joseph, deputy for Stamford, 2, 16,

26, 36, 48, 68, 75, 97; on committees &c.,

7, H9, 83, 103; military ofliicer of Bed

ford, 101; deputy for Greenwich, 121.

Thomson, Robert, requested to present

the colon_v’s address to the King, 261:

— Edward granted land, 245.

Thrall, (Trall, Traule,) Timothy, fined for

reflections on the governor, 72, 128;

with his partners, granted liberty for a

fishery, at Windsor, 193.

Thrasher Francis, proposes to engage in

the making of cloth and serge, 196.

Timber, not to be taken away without

license from the town, 235.

Todd, Samuel his rate remitted, 44.

Tomasquash, Tumsquash, 275, 479.

Topping, Thomas, assistant, 2, 25, 48, 75,

96, 114, 139; vs. Ma'or Tho. Clarke, 87;

commissioner for ranford, 169; freed

from arrears of rates, 200; mentioned,

216.

Toto, an Indian captain, 311.

Town clerk’s oath, 53.

Town meetings, except for choice of ofli

cers, prohibited by Andros, 429.

Towns, to take out patents for their lands,

177; form of patents, 177 178.

Tracy, Thomas, deputy for Norwich, 3,

16, 106, 115, 139, 151; commissioner, 5,

76, 140; on committees, 29, 100; a peti

tioner for a new plantation, 220, 223:

-— Thomas jnn., 29: — Jonathan,

220.

Trade of the colony, (in 1680,) 297, 298,

299, 308.

Trade, acts regulating, to be enforced, 807,

308: sec Customs.
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Treasurer; his salary granted, 14 45, 74,

95, 114, 129, 165, 191, 219, 245; 'W' iam

Pitkin elected 2,—and refuses to accept,

13; Joseph Whiting chosen, 13; special

grants to him, for extra services, 127,

231; auditors of his accounts appointed,

49, 72, 120, 156, 214, 231; a quietus est

to be granted him, 231. See Accounts.

Treat, James, 33; granted land, because of

his loss by fire, 31; confirmed lieutenant,

39, 59; deputy for Wethersfield, 97, 106,

121, 134,194, 207, 211, 214, 223.

— Major Robert, elected deputy govern

or, 1,25, 48, 75, 96; reserve and commis

sioner of U. Colonies, 7, 142; 76, 98; to

hold courts, 15, 27; committee to settle

bounds with Uncas, 117; elected gov

ernor, 114, 139, 168, 194, 229; commis

sioned to treat with Gov. Dongan, about

the New York boundary, 134, 135; signs

the ratification of the boundary line,

339; grant of land, 233, 234; a former

ant to be laid out, 145; a member of

ndros’s council 390,—commissioned

colonel, 391,—and jud e of the court of

leas, 392; to comman the forces raised

in Connecticut, 453; re-elected governor,

at the revolution, 250; asserts the au

thority of the charter government, 460;

other references, 20, 31, 45, 51, 68, 78,

81, 90 102, 103, 160, 201.

Trill, Thomas, recompensed for losses in

service, 29.

Trowbridge, Thomas; his letter to Gov.

Andros, 452: — Mr., 317.

Trueman Joseph, 108, 118, 125, 176.

Tryon, William, 99.

Tully, John, 91.

Turhan, Thomas and Mary, 197, 240.

Turkey Hill brook, 68.

Turner, Edward, vs. John Plumbe, 127.

Turney, Robert, 129; (Tuney,) confirmed

captain, 183.

Tunstackum, claims land by Pototuck

river, 32.

Two Mile brook, between Milford and

Derb ,68.

Tyte, r. -—, 446.

Ufibot, (Vffitt), Thomas, 68.

Umpawaug ond, 231,244.

Uncas and t e Mohegans, 44, 81, 94, 172,

475; to be recompenced for damage to

their com 43, 56, 81; to pay for burning

New London prison, 48, 56; Uncas asks

to have the bounds of his land settled,

55, 56,—and that he may give his land

at Quinebaug to Oweneco, &c., 66;

complained of by the Connecticut In

dians, 69; receive a present from the

Natick Indians, 70; line between their

land and New London, 71, 176; their

bounds to be perambulated, 81; >Uncas

asks that Oweneco may act for him;

82; agreement between Uncas and the

eneral court, 83, 309; difference with

yme, about the Paugwonk lands, 93,

103; orders about lands and bounds, 103,

117 ; report on the Mohegan bounds, 146,

 
148-150; report on the title of Uncas to

the Pequot country, 478.

United Colonies, records and files of the

commissioners of, 471-514.

Vagabonds and beggars, not sufi'ered to

remam in the colony, 300.

Vagrants, to be sent from constable to

constable, 112; alteration of the articles

of confederation, respecting vagabonds

and wanderers, 489.

Vessels, to be inspected while building &c.,

84, 85; number owned in the several

towns, 299; mentioned, 286, 317, 844.

Vigers, Thomas, 59, 83.

Wabaquasset countr ; petition for a plan

tation there, 98; c aimed by Uncas, 149,

150; its bounds, 150; purchased by

Capt. James Fitch, 202; a plantation

there, authorized, 202,—and patent

granted, 202.

Wachaquea e, 200.

Waddoms, ohn, 99.

Wadsworth,John, deputy for Farmin ten,

2, 16; commissioner, 5; nominate as

s1stant,1, 23; elected assistant, 25, 48,

75, 96, 114, 139,168, 194, 229, 250; com

nussioner of United Colonies, 19; on

committees, 29, 37, 42, 71, 136, 145, 163,

166, 172, 182,281; to keep court at New

London, 52; not approved as lieutenant,

71; his purchase of Joshua’s rights in

Farmington, confirmed, 174; ranted 500

azgges, 231; his record of An§r0s’s laws,

—— Joseph, de uty for Hartford, 168,

181; mentione , 450.

Wajohue, sachem of Niantic, 56.

Wakelv, Henry, granted 200 acres, for

services to the colony, 76: — James,

h1s etition for remission of forfeited

bon ,not anted, 87.

Wakeman, namuel, 8; thanks voted for

his election sermon, 174,--which was

Wprinted by order of court, 174, 179.

aller, Mary, widow, authorized to sell ’

lands, 157, 158, 170: —- Mathew, vs.

Jos. Beckwith, 190: —- William, de

ceased, 170.

Wallingford, 71; military oflicers confirm

ed, 116,215.

Wampeag sells land in Potatuck river, 164.

Warn us, John, alias White, claims lands

in airfield, 281.

Waquechichqun, 275.

War, with the Indians, 1675-7; account of

expenditures, by Connecticut, 492, 498,

—by Massachusetts, 498—502,—by Ply

mouth, 492; additionals payments on

account of, 494, 509-10-11.

—— with the eastern Indians, begun, 451.

Waramanticut river, 202.

Ward, William; payment for an Indian

boy remitted to his widow, 14.

—— William, confirmed ensign, 100; vs.

James Bennett, 164.

Warham, Mrs. Abigail; settlement of her

estate, confirmed, 190.
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Warner, John, deceased 52: —- Daniel,

his widow authorized to convey land,

84: -—— Andrew, 109 120, 140: -——

Robert, deputy for Middletown, 214,

223,227, 230, 237.

Washiack, 69, 149.

Waterbury, named and annexed to Hart

ford county, 197. See Mattatuck.

Waterhouse, Isaac, 129.

Waterman, Thomas, deputy for Norwich,

181.

Waters, Bevill, vs. Thomas Wells, 173.

Watson, Caleb, anted 200 acres of land,

93; accepted eeman, 131: -—— John,

of Pettaquamscott, 495. _

Watts, Capt. [Thomas,] suit against his

executors, 226.

Webster, Robert, deceased, 144.

Weegasoeguck, 200.

Weegoschook, a Mohega

Weg uapamisk, 150.

Weights and Measures; act for the due

re ulation of, 420.

We] s, John, 231, 246; vs. Lieut. Hollister,

89: —— Jonathan, wounded in the Nar

ragansett war, 510; accidentally killed,

396; controversy about his estate, 396,

Q -400: —- Joshua; see Willes, Joshua:

. -— Samuel, 246: -— Thomas, de

ceased, 233: — Thomas, vs. Bevill

Waters, 173: —- Thomas, claims es

tate oi his brother Jonathan, 396, 400:

-— Thomas, of Ipswich and Pawca

tuck, 286.

Wequa aug, 275, 321.

West, ohn, deputy secrets. of Andros’

council, 366, 367, 892; his etters to Mr.

Allyn,393 394.

Westwood, William, 184.

Wetherell, Daniel, deputy for N. London,

26,48,75,85,121,139,151,169, 195, 211,

251, 253; nominated assistant, 1, 94, 129,

159, 182, 215; commissioner, 5, 26, 49,

86, 97 115, 140, 159, 195, 230, 252; con

firmed lieutenant, 215; appointed dep.

collector, 844; other references, 81, 94,

95, 98, 140, 176, 218; his letter about

pirates in the Sound, 314.

n bound, 149.

' Wethersfield, 31, 165,166, 191, 339; mil.

oflicers, 39, 59; petition of some inhab

itants for a plantation in the Wabaquas

set country, 98, 99; granted vacant

lands, 225; highwa across the long

wood-lots 226. See aubnc.

Wetmore, Thomas, and John 109.

Wettopocomon, grandson of Sannup, 200.

Whalley, Col. [Edward,] said to have

been concealed in Hartford, 288.

Wharton, Richard, 163, 169, 274, 290, 296,

343; a proprietor of Narragansett lands,

306, 321; letter from him, to Mr. Allyn,

- 306: -—— William, 320.

Wheat, at what price received in payment

of rates, &<>., 19, 44, 71, 92, 111, 129,

160, 173, 189; loss of the harvest by

blasting and mildew, 65, 179, 297, 301.

Wheatly, John, 46, 72.

Wheeler, Isaac, of Pequannock, 8: -

Isaac, of Stonington, 117, 125: -——- John,

 

fined for contempt, 18; his fine remitted,

136; vs. Laurence Codner, 107; vs. Jona.

Selleck, 237; other references, 190, 204,

288: -—— John, deputy for Fairfield,16,

75, 85, 106, 151, 155 181 250, 253: —

Moses bought land on l’otatuck river,

from Wom eag, 164; difference with

Stratford, a out payment for his Indian

urchase 164, 176: — Thomas, 107.

W ite, Nathaniel, deputy for Middletown,

2, 26,36, 48,66, 75, 86, 97,105, 115, 121,

133, 139, 151, 131, 194, 207, 211, 214,

223,227, 230, 237, 251; commissioner,

5, 25, 49

other reierences, 24, 27, 58, 77, 233.

Whitfield, Nathaniel, 370.

Whithead, Serj. — his rate remitted,

215.

Whiting, John and Joseph, vs. Nath. Bis

sell, about lands in Windsor, 161, 166.

-—— Rev. John; his election sermon,

printed, 199; land devised to him by

Christian Harbert, 244.

—— Joseph, chosen treasurer, 13, 25, 48

75, 95, 114,139, 168,194,229; confirme

lieutenant of the troop, 91, 255; law suit

with Mrs. Sarah Richards, about bounds

of land, 121,~—with Nath. Bissell, about

land at Windsor, 162; appointed by

Andros, clerk of count court, 392, 438;

a pointed to collect t e rate, 395, 396,

401; elsewhere mentioned, 172, 174,

348. See Treasurer.

-—— William, deceased; bought Roger

Ludlow’s land at Windsor, 162:

-—— Mrs. Susanna, 166.

— William, constituted the colony’s

agent in England, 211; his instructions,

368; thanked for his services, 237: de

livers the Court’s letter to the secretary

of State, 384; thinks the charter will be

lost, 384; letters from, 384-6; writes re

specting a settlement of his accounts

with the colony, 446; written to, to pre

sent an address to William III., 254;

does not present it, 469; declines to act

as the colony’s attorney, 470; recom

mends Sir H. Ashurst, 470.

Wiantenuck; liberty to purchase lands for

a plantation there granted, 20; commit

tee to view lands &c., 47.

Wgckford, commissioners appointed there,

2.

Wilford, John, 87.

“Will and Doom,” written b Gershom

Bulkeley, 388, 389; origin 0 the name,

389; extracts from it, 889-391, 455-460.

Wilcox, John; his widow authorized to

convey land, 14.

Willcoxson, Samuel, deputy for Simsbury,

251, 254.

Willes,Joshua,vs. Nich. Buckland, 119;

son-in-law of Th0. Buckland, 192, 200.

Willett, James, 269.

William and Mary proclaimed kin

queen, at Hartford, 253,—in New ork,

255; the eneral court’s address, 254,

468,—whic is not presented, 469.

Williams, CI:M.s., 220: —- Richard,'_22,!80.

and

76, 97, 115, 140, 169, 195, 230; '



536 INDEX.

Williams, Bo er, 14, 477: —— Thomas

19: —Jo n, examined at Hartford and

imprisoned as a pirate, 319, 820.

Willis, Samuel, assistant, 1, 25, 48, 75, 96,

114, 139, 250; nominated assistant, 215,

241; order respecting his estate taken

by execution, 175; vs. Tho. Hooker and

wife, 242; other notices, 16, 42, 898, 247.

Wills, probate of, regulated, 428.

Wilson, John, vs. Capt. Aaron Cooke,

about maintaining a fence, 184:

— Samuel, of Pettaquamscott, 495.

Wilton, Lieut. David 4.

Windsor; line with liartford, east of river,

established, 10; line with Simsbury, 21,

22; troubles in the church, 72, 73, 78,

104; military ofiicers confirmed, 91; tes

timony as to the value of land there,

(1639-45,) 162; a fishery authorized to

be set up, 193; order for draining lands

east of river, 195, 221; granted western

lands, 225. '

Winthrop, John, governor, 9, 302, 821 :

John, (jun.) dep. for N. London, 2;

suit with Edward Culver, 88; a com

missioner for inquiring into claims to

the Narra sett country, 320; a mem

ber of An ros’ council 447; offered the

command of the expedition against the

eastern Indians, 451; elected an assist

ant at the revolution, 250; alluded to as

an active promoter of the revolution,

455; elsewhere mentioned, 202, 359, 451.

—— Wait, petitions in behalf of the bar

ragansett proprietors, 15, 257; letter to

him, from the governor and council, 805 ;

a member of Dudley’s council, 859; sent

to Hartford to urge annexation‘ to Mas

sachusetts, 359; mentioned, 306.

Wise, Mary, widow of Henry, 197.

Wishquagawans, 150.

Wis uades, 220.

Woc quamugguck, 220.

Wolcott, Henry, (sen.) assistant, 2, 25, 48;

his death noted, 75; an omission in his

will sup lied, 216: —— Henry, deputy

for Win or, 181, 194,207, 211, 214, 222

227, 229, 236, 248, 250, 253; nominated

assistant, 215, 241; vs. John Wolcott,

 

 

185; one of Captain Sannnp‘s grantees,

200: —-— Samuel, 185, 216; deputy for

Wethersfield 181: —-— Simon, 216;

granted 200 acres for a farm, 199.

Wolves, a bounty to be paid by the county

for killing them, 422.

Wongum, 140.

Wongunshoake, 149.

Won shock, 69.

W00 bridge, Benjamin, minister of the 2d

church m Windsor, 104; removes from,

Windsor, 82; difierence with the people

about arrears of salary, 78, 82; granted

200 acres for a farm, 82, 197: —-John,

minister of Wethersfield, 312: —-— Tim

othy, 174; minister at Hartford, 132, 312;

granted 200 acres of land, 245.

Woodbury, orders respecting inhabitants

and bounds, 10, 47, 50, 129; exempted

from rates, 10; agreement with Matte,

tuck about bounds, 70,—confirmed, 84;

mil. ofiicers confirmed, 141; difference

with the Pototuck Indians, about lands,

102; pay of deputies, 146; brand for

horses, 172; north and west bounds,

175; bounds to be laid out, 200; order

about rating, 198.

Woodrofe, Mathew, 200.

Woodstock, named, (1690,) 246.

Wright, Benjamin, his estate distributed

by the court, 187, 201: -—James, 124,

187: —Jane, 187, 201: —Joseph,

124; petitions to set aside his father’s

will, 187; complains of the distribution

of the estate, 188: —- Samuel, 246;

confirmed ensign, 59: —— Thomas, 124.

Wrotham ( Rotham) Simon, 102 ; difference

with the Farmington church, 144-5, 188.

Wyatt, John confirmed ensign, 141.

Wyllys: see 'Willis.

Yale, Thomas, 5, 116, 160, 201; deputy for

Wallingford, 155, 195, 208, 211, 230,236

249, 251; commissioner, 252; confirmed

ensign, 215.

Yeeompsky, 150.

Yoskowungmuck, a Mohegan

Youngs, John, 889.

bound, 149.
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The double references indicate the record of presentment and of admission. Where

only one page is referred to, pr. stands for proponnded, or presented,—adm., for ad

mitted.

Adams, Daniel, 199, 217.

—— Samuel, 199,217.

Andrews, Daniel, 140, 166.

-— Mr. Samuel, adm. 200.

Andros, Benj., 140, 166.

Ashley, Jona. 128, 141.

Atwater John, 128, 141.

Avery, Thomas, 52, 77.

—-- John, 52, 77.

Babcock, John, adm. 14.

Baldwin, Timothy, 140,166.

Bate, Samuel, 215, 233.

Beach, John, 28, 39.

Belding, John, 143, 166.

Benedict, Samuel, adm. 59.

-— John, adm. 59.

Benham,Jos. 128, 141.

Bidwell, John, 128, 141.

Bigeloe, Jonathan, pr. 94.

Birge, John, 88, 59.

Bissell Thomas, 38, 59.

Bliss, Samuel, 170, 132.

Booth, John, 98, 119.

Boreman, Samuel, 77, 94.

— Daniel, 143, 166.

Bowrdon, Jol1n,pr. 5.

Brinsmead, Paul, 28, 39.

Bristoll, Samuel, 182, 199.

Brunson Abram, 5, 28.

Bunce, John, 128, 141.

Burnham Rich., 128, 141.

Burnam, Rich., 170, 132.

Burr, Thomas, 140, 166.

Bushnell, Joseph, 170, 182.

— Joshua, 215, 233.

_ Samuel, 140, 166.

_ William, 215, 233.

Butler, Daniel, 128, 141.

Buttolph, John, 77, 94.

Cadwell, Edw., 128, 141.

Callsey, Daniel, 199, 217.

—- Steven, 128, 141.

Case, John,jun., 199, 217.

Chalker, Abram, 140, 166.

Chapman, Nath., 86, 94; 98.

Chester, Steven, 77,94.

Choe, John, 199,217.

Christophers, Chris., 52, 77.

Churohall, Benj., 77, 94.

—- Jos., 77, 94.

Clark, John, 86, 94; 98.

—John, 182,199.

Coale Nath., 199, 217.

— Samuel, 199, 217.

Coe, John, pr. 233.

Collins, John, 215, 233.

Cook Aaron, 140, 166.

-— Noah, 170, 132.

Cornwell, William, 182, 199.

Cross, Samuel, 38, 59.

Culver, Joshua, 182, 199

Curtice, Benjamin, 98, 119.

— Daniel, 199, 217.

— James, 143, 166.

-— Joseph, 28, 39.

——- Samuel, 143, 166.

——- Zach., 199, 217.

Day, John, 39,59.

Dodd, Steven, 215, 233.

Dowd, Thomas, 182, 199.

Dunham, Mr. Thomas, adm.

131.

Edwards, Jos., 77, 94.

Eglestone, Benjamin, 38,59.

Einsworth, Texhall,pr. 166.

Farnam, Peter, 199, 217.

Farnworth, Sam., 38, 59.

Foot, Nathaniel, 143, 166.

Fowler, Abram, 140, 166.

Galpin, Samuel, pr. 233.

Ga lord, Nath., 38, 59.

Go e, Jacob, 77, 94.

—— Moses, 143, 166.

Goodman, Rich., 140, 166.

Goodrich, John, 77, 94.

-— William, 143, 166.

Gossard, Nich., 199, 217.

Grifiin, John, 199, 217.

—- Thomas, 199, 217.

Griswold, Daniel, 116, 128.

 
Griswold, Mathew Jr., 5, 28.

-—-- Thomas, 143, 166.

Hall, David, 182, 199.

-— Samuel, 128,141.

— Thomas, 182, 199.

Hand, Joseph, adm. 14.

Hawley, Ephraim, pr. 233.

-—- John, pr. 233.

Heart, John, 140, 166.

Henbury, Arthur, 199, 217.

Hide, Timothy, 77, 94.

Higly, John. 116, 128.

Higginson, William 77, 94.

Hill, James 170, 182.

Hills, Jose l1,143,166.

Holcomb, ath., 199, 217.

Hollister Thomas, 77, 94.

Hubbard, John, 143, 166.

— Richard, 182, 199.

—— Samuel, 182, 199.

Hubbell, John, 77, 94.

Humphre ,John, 199 217.

Johnson benezer, adm. 14.

Judson, lsaac, 67, 77.

—— James, 67,77.

—~— Samuel, 199, 217.

Keilor, John, 38,59.

— Ralph, 38, 59.

—— Samuel, 39, 59.»

Kilborn, John, 77, 94.

Kirtland, John, 170, 182.

Knowles, Thomas, 28, 39.

Lathrop, Samuel, 170,182.

Lattimore, Bezaleel, 77, 94.

John, 77, 94.

Lay, Robert, 86, 94; 98.

Lee, Edward, 182, 199.

Lewes Benjamin, 98, 119.

-_ William, 77, 94.

Loomys, Nath. jun., 116,

128.

Lord, Richard, 140, 166.

Lynde, Nathaniel, 215, 233.

Marcum, Daniel, 116, 128,

166.
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Mather, Samuel, adm. 200.

Mawlbey, William, 98, 119.

Merrick, Steven, 77, 94.

Merrill, Thomas, 140, 166.

Merryman, John, 128, 141.

—— Samuel, 182,199.

Mix, Daniel, 170, 182.

Moses, John, 199, 217.

Mygatt, Joseph, 94, 98.

Newbery Thomas, 116, 128.

Newton, Roger, 140, 166.

Niccols, JOSl8.h, 199, 217.

Nott, John, 143, 166.

Olmsteed, Jos., 128, 141.

—- Thomas, 199,217.

Osborn, John, 170, 182.

—— Johnjun.,38, 59.

Owen Joseph, 199, 217.

Josiah, 199, 217.

Parker, Jose h, 170, 182.

Parmorle, Jo n, 182, 199.

Pearpoynt, Mr. James, adm.

200.

Peck, Eliezer, 128, 141.

Pembleton, James, adm. 28.

Phelps, Joseph, 116, 128.

——- Samuel, 38,59.

Pickett, Daniel, pr. 233.

Pitkin, Roger, 128, 141.

Plumbe, Robert, 140, 166.

——- Samuel, 140, 166.

Porter, James, 116, 128.

—— John jun., 116, 128.

——- Thomas, 140, 166.

Pratt, Samuel, 140, 166.

Preston, Samuel, 199, 217.

 

' Stevens, James,

Richardson, Stev., adm. 28.

Risley, Richard, 170, 182.

Robhms, John, 77, 94.

' —Joshua, 77, 94.

Rogers, Noah, 98, 119.

‘— Samuel, 128, 141.

Root, Steven, 77, 94.

Rose, John, 5, 28.

Rowland, Joseph, 77, 94.

Ryley, John, 77, 94.

——- Jonathan, 143, 166.

Sandford, Robert, 128, 141.

—— Zachary, 170, 182.

: Saxton, John, 199,217.

Scill, Jose h, 140, 166.

‘ Seely, Nat ., 77, 94.

Seger, Richard, 199, 217.

Sension, James, 38, 59.

Seward, John, 182, 199.

—— Joseph, 182, 199.

_ Sheather, John, 199, 217.

‘-— Samuel, 199, 217.

Shepherd, John, 94; 98.

Sherman, Edmund, 67, 77.

—- Nath., pr. 233.

— Theophilus, 77, 94.

Smith, Jonathan, adm. 71.

—Eliezer, 77, 94.

—-— Samuel, adm. 59.

—- Samuel, 77, 94.

Spencer, Jared, 128, 141.

—- Thomas, 215, 283.

Steele, Samuel, 128, 141.

199, 217.

—Nath., 215, 233.

——- Samuel, 199, 217.

Stockin, John, 170, 182.

Stoddard, Nath., 143, 166.

Stoughton, John, 38, 59.

Stow, John, sen.,182, 199.

-— Nath., 182, 199.

Strickland, Jos’ph, 170, 182.

Taintor, John, 5, 28.

—— Michael, 116, 128.

Talman, Peter, 170, 182.

Tompson, Ambrose, 98,119.

Tomson, Joseph, 128, 141.

Tracey, Solomon, 170, 182.

Treat, Robert, 140, 166.

1‘ T ler, Francis, pr. 5.

; addoms, John, 39, 59.

Watson, Caleb, adm. 131.

,—- John, 170, 182.

‘ Wells, Ichabod, 170, 182.

——- John, 77, 94.

— Jo athan, 199, 217.

;— Ro ert, 77, 94.

—- Samuel, 77,94.

-— Samuel, 170, 182.

—- Thomas, 28, 39.

—— Thomas, 143, 166.

-— Thomas, 170, 182.

Whiting, Joseph, adm. 174.

Whitmore, John, 182, 199.

Whittlesey John, 86, 94 ; 98.

Wickam, William, 143, 166.

‘ Willcox, Isaac, 182 199.‘

I Woodbridge, Mr. imothy,

‘~ adm. 200.

; Woodrofe, Samuel, 140, 166.

Wolcott, Jos., 116, 128.

1 —- Samuel, 77, 94.

1

Two errors of the original record escaped notice until too late for correction on the

pa es where they respectively occur:

a e 26: the name of “Deacon Wm. Fowler” is recorded as one of the deputies for

Guil ord. There was no person of that name and oflice, in Guilford,—but the town

records show that the deputies elected, for the Court of May, 1679, were Deacon

William Johnson and Ensign John Grave.

Page 229: in the list of Assistants elected, May, 1687, “ Capt. Wm. Leete, Esqr.” ap

pears,—in the

nomination, an

lace of Capt. Andrew Leete. Mr. William Leete was not in the

consequently not eligible to election. The name of Capt. Andrew

Leete is found in the roll of assistants, at subsequent sessions of the same year, on

pp. 236, 238, 248.

Page 36, line 11, for Nath: read Math:
L‘

H

44

L‘

48, line 7, from bottom, for Bull, read Bell.

49, line 15, from bottom, for Stratford, read Standford.

116, line 5, for Ensigne, read Caplaine.

186, line 9, from bottom, omit the marks of parenthesis.

“ 396, last line of note, for CXI., read CX.

“

the word “ Troop," two lines below.

450, line 17, the * after the word “company,” should have been placed after


