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“LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN, AND OUR FATHERS THAT BEGAT US.

*“THE LORD HATH WROUGHT GREAT GLORY BY THEM THROUGH HIS GREAT
POWER FROM THE BEGINNING.

‘* ALL THESE WERE HONORED IN THEIR GENERATIONS, AND WERE THE GLORY
OF THEIR TIMES.

“THERE BE OF THEM, THAT HAVE LEFT A NAME BEHIND THEM, THAT THEIR
PRAISES MIGHT BE REPORTED. AND SOME THERE BE, WHICH HAVE NO MEMO-
RIAL; WHO ARE PERISHED, AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN.”

Ecclesiasticus, xliv, 1, 2,7, 8, 9.

Moribus antiquis res stat Romana virisque.

Ennius.

Jucundi acti labores.
Cicero, de finibus.



PREFACE

O—.\’Z G‘-No

/% BuocraruicAL Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College, down

W to the year 1767, were prepared, with more or less fullness, by the

~ Hon. Ralph Dunning Smyth (Y. C. 1827), of Guilford, Connecti-
cut, who died in 1874.* The manuscript of these sketches was
given to the College by his widow, and has served as the original
basis for those now printed; but so much labor has been expended
upon the subject-matter by the present compiler, that no part of
the work as published can fairly, either as to form or as to sub-
stance, be represented as Mr. Smyth’s, though his researches were
almost indispensable to the undertaking.

Next in value to Mr. Smyth’s collections, are the notes made by
the late Edward Claudius Herrick, Librarian of the College from
1843 to 1858; these also are the property of the College, and have
been of material assistance, as those would expect who remember
that acute and careful scholar.

Besides these, the lists of “Authorities” appended to the Bio-
graphical Sketches are intended to designate the principal sources
of information, though many other sources, especially in manu-
script, have been consulted. In his pursuit of facts, the editor has
been obliged to draw on the kindness of many friends and corre-
Spondents, and desires here to acknowledge the invaluable aid
thus received,

The arrangement of the volume will be easily understood. The
Annals of each College year, ending with Commencement Day,
ar.e given in order, and annexed to this survey of each year are
Biographical Sketches of those graduating at its close; these
sketches of each Class are arranged in alphabetical sequence,
pr?ceded by the Class-list as it has always stood (in Latin) in the
Triennial Catalogue of Graduates, in which the names were en-
tered (until the Class of 1767) in the order of family rank.

* . ’
) A small portion of these, comprising the classes from 1702 to 1709, was
Printed by their author in the College Comrant for 1868,

357746



vi Preface

At the end of the volume is an Appendix containing a few sta-
tistics, for the most important of which the compiler is indebted to
his colleague and friend, Professor H. A. Newton. Some addi-
tions and corrections precede the Index.

In enumerating the publications of the graduates, some attempt
(very incomplete, of course) has been made to indicate the Libra-
ries in which copies of the several imprints may be found; in this
connection the following abbreviations have been employed:—

A. 4. S., Library of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester,
Mass.

A. C. A., Library of the American Congregational Association,
Boston.

B. Ath., Boston Athenzum Library.

B. Publ., Boston Public Library.

C. H. S, Library of the Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford.
Harv., Harvard College Library.

M. H. S., Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.

N. Y. H. S, Library of the New York Historical Society, New
York City.

Prince, Prince Library, Boston (now kept in the Public Library).

U. S., Library of Congress, Washington.

U. T. S, Library of the Union Theological Seminary, New York
City.

Y. C,, Yale College Library.

Materials are already in part collected for the continuation of
these Sketches and Annals, if the present volume should meet with
favor.

YALE COLLRGE LiBRARY,
June, 188s.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

AND

ANNALS OF YALE COLLEGE
Annals, 1701-02

IT is not proposed to repeat here, in its full detail, all
that can be gathered respecting the early history of Yale
College ; but merely to furnish a brief narrative, in the
form of Annals, sufficient for the illustration of the Biogra-
phies of the Graduates.

The desire to have a College, nearer and less expensive
than Harvard, had long existed in the minds of the educa-
ted ministers of the old New Haven Colony, founded by
John Davenport and Theophilus Eaton in 1638. Indeed
the foresight of Davenport himself had induced the town
of New Haven as early as 1648 to take some (ineffective)
steps for starting a College,; and the most earnest promoter
of the scheme as carried out, was the Rev. James Pierpont
(Harv. 1681), pastor of the First Church in New Haven
from 1685 till his death in 1714, and the natural inheritor
of -the plans and hopes of his great predecessor.

The first practical movement of Mr. Pierpont and his
ministerial friends appears to have been in consequence of
a vote passed in May, 1701, by the General Assembly of
the Colony of Connecticut, meeting as usual in Hartford,
to the effect that their October sessions should thenceforth
be held-in New Haven. The College project depended so
peculiarly on New Haven and vicinity for its support, that
this vote was hailed as a direct encouragement, and meas-
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ures were at once started for presenting a petition for a
charter at the first session thus held.

The summer months were occupied with consultations
with leading laymen of Massachusetts and Connecticut ;
thus, on August 7, Secretiry Addington and Judge Sewal,
prominent among the more strict and orthodox laymen of
Boston, were invited by five of the ministers in Southern
Connecticut (Israel Chauncy, of Stratford, Thomas Buck-
ingham, of Saybrook, Abraham Pierson, of Killingworth,
James Pierpont, of New Haven, and Gurdon Saltonstall,
of New London) to give their advice, and especially to
draft a charter in accordance with specified instructions.
A little later, like applications for advice were made to
Gershom Bulkley and John Eliot, two of the best known
Connecticut laymen of the day,—one of a past generation,
and one in active service. Eliot’s answer,* was sent from
Windsor, about the last of September, to Mr. Pierson “at
Branford ;” and this address makes it probable that the
writer had been requested to send his answer to that place
(not Mr. Pierson’s residence), in anticipation of a meeting
there, perhaps in the first week in October, of those en-
gaged in this project,—Mr. Pierson among them.

Tradition makes it probable that the proposed meeting
took place in the south parlor of the house of the Rev.
Samuel] Russel, and that the few, then assembled, by engag-
ing to give books from their scanty libraries as a nucleus of
College property, constituted themselves the founders of
the institution, and in this capacity presented their petition
for a charter to the General Assembly the next week.

The Assembly met in New Haven on Thursday, Octo-
ber g. On that or the following day the draft of a charter,
sent by Addington and Sewall from‘Boston on October 6,
reached the ministers; and it was soon handed in to the
Assembly, with a numerously signed petition for the foun-
dation of a College. Letters written back to Boston the
next week seem to fix the date of the passage of the char-

* See New Haven Colony Historical Society Papers, iii, 7.
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ter on Thursday, the 16th, though it bears as its official
date the day of the assembling of the Court.
The charter is as follows :—

Maj*e’s Colony of Connecticot in Gen™ Court As-

~——") By the Gov™ in Council and Representatives of his
g SEAL. i
N sembled, New-Haven, Oct™ 9: 1701.

AN AcT FOR LIBERTY TO ERECT A COLLEGIATE SCHOOL.

HEREAS several well disposed and Publick spirited Per-

sons of their sincere Regard to & Zeal for upholding &
Propagating of the Christian Protestant Religion by a succession
of Learned & Orthodox men have expressed by Petition their
earnest desires that full Liberty and Priveledge be granted unto
certain Undertakers for the founding, suitably endowing & order-
ing a Collegiate School within his Maj"®* Colony of Connecticot
wherin Youth may be instructed in the Arts & Sciences who
thorough the blessing of Almighty God may be fitted for Publick
employment both in Church & Civil State. To the intent therefore
that all due incouragement be Given to such Pious Resolutions
and that so necessary & Religious an undertakeing may be sett
forward, supported & well managed :—

Be 1T ENAcTED by the Govern' & Company of the s Colony of
Connecticot, in General Court now Assembled, And it is enacted
& ordained by the Authority of the same that there be & hereby is
full Liberty, Right and Priveledge Granted unto the Reverend
Mr, James Noyes of Stonington, Mr. Israel Chauncey of Stratford,
M:. Thomas Buckingham of Saybrook, Mr. Abraham Pierson of
Kennelworth, M*. Samuel Mather of Windsor, M*, Samuel Andrew
of Millford, M*. Timothy Woodbridge of Hartford, M. James Pier-
pont of New Haven, M’. Noadiah Russel of Middletown, M-
Joseph Webb of Fairfield, being Rev™® Ministers of the Gospel &
inhabitants within y® s* Colony, proposed to stand as Trustees,
Partners or Undertakers for the s? School, to them and their suc-
cessors. To Erect, form, direct, order, establish, improve and att
all times in all suitable wayes for the future to encourage the s®
School in such convenient place or Places, & in such form & man-
ner & under such order and Rules as to them shall seem meet &
most conducive to the afores! end thereof, so as such Rules or
Orders be not Repugnant to the Laws of the Civil Governm®*, as
also to imploy the moneys or any other estate which shall be
Granted by this Court or otherwise Contributed to that use accord-
ing to their discretion for the benefit of the s® Collegiate School
from time to time & att all times henceforward.
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And be it further ENACTED by the Authority afores? that the
before named Trustees, Partners or Undertakers together with
such others as they shall associate to themselves (not exceeding the
number of Eleven, or att any time being less than Seven, Pro-
vided also that Persons nominated or associated from time to time
to fill up s? number be ministers of the gospel inhabiting within
this Colony & above the Age of forty years) or the major Part of
them, the s¢ M. James Noyes, Israel Chauncey, Thomas Bucking-
ham, Abraham Pierson, Samuel Mather, Samuel Andrew, Timothy
Woodbridge, James Pierpont, Noadiah Russel, & Joseph Webb,
undertakers, & of such Persons so chosen & associated as aboves?
att any time hereafter, Have and shall have henceforward the
oversight, full & compleat Right, Liberty, power & Priveledge to
furnish, direct, manage, order, improve & encourage from time to
time & in all times hereafter the s! Collegiate School so Erected &
formed by them in such ways, orders & manner & by such Persons,
Rector or Master and officers appointed by them, as shall accord-
ing to their best discretion be most conducible to attaine the
aforesd mentioned end thereof.

And Moreover it is ENACTED & ordered by the Governor, Coun-
cil and Representatives of y® Colony afores? met in General As-
sembly—

That the s® Mr. James Noyes, Israel Chauncey, Thomas Buck-
ingham, Abraham Pierson, Samuel Mather, Samuel Andrew, Tim-
othy Woodbridge, James Pierpont, Noadiah Russel & Joseph
Webb, Undertakers, Trustees or Partners, & y° s¢ Persons taken
from time to time into Partnership, or associated as afores! with
themselves, shall HAvE & receive & it is hereby GiveEn & GRANTED
unto them, the full & just sum of one hundred & twenty pounds in
Country Pay to be paid Annually & att all times hereafter until
this Court order otherwise, to them & to such Person or Persons
only as they shall appoint & impower to receive the same, to be
faithfully disposed of by y® s! Trustees, Partners or Undertakers
fore the end aforesd according to their discretion, which s? sum
shall be raised & Paid in such ways & manners and att such a value
as y* Country Rates of s! Colony are & have been usually raised &
Paid.

It is also further Enacted by the Authority aforesd that the s?
Undertakers & Partners & their successors be & hereby are further
impowered to have, accept, acquire, purchase or otherwise lawfully
enter upon Any Lands, Tenements & Hereditam®® to the use of the
s? School, not exceeding the value of five hundred Pounds p* Anf,
& any Goods, Chattels, Sum or Sums of money whatsoever as have
heretofore already been Granted, bestowed, bequeathed or given,
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or as from time to time shall be freely given, bequeathed, devised
or settled by any Person or Persons whatsoever upon & to & for
the use of y* s? School towards the founding, erecting or endow-
ing the same, & to sue for, Recover & receiv all such Gifts, Lega-
cies, bequests, annuities, Rents, issues & profits arising therefrom
& to employ the same accordingly, & out of y* estate, Revenues,
Rents, profits, incoms accruing & belonging to sd School to sup-
port & pay as the s® Undertakers shall agree & see cause, the s*
Rector or Master, Tutors, Ushers or other officers their Respective
annual Salaries or Allowances. As also for the encouragem*® of
the Students to grant degrees or Licences as they or those deputed
by them shall see cause to order & appoint.

On the 11th of November, seven of the ten Trustees of
the “ Collegiate School of Connecticut ” thus chartered held
their first meeting, at Saybrook (now Old Saybrook).
They then voted to fix the College at Saybrook, and elec-
ted as Rector the Rev. Abraham Pierson, of Killingworth
(now Clinton), and as Treasurer, Nathaniel Lynde, of
Saybrook. They also filled up their own number by the
election of an eleventh trustee, and adopted certain rules
for the rector and students.*®

The next meeting of the Trustees was held, according to
adjournment, at New Haven, on April 8, 1702. The
intervening five months, had been, so far as appears, a
period of stagnation in the affairs of the School. The
Treasurer chosen in November had either declined to
accept the office, or had quickly resigned it; and the sub-
stitute provided in the same vote, Mr. Richard Rosewell, a
West India merchant of New Haven, had been removed
by death a fortnight before the present meeting. John
Alling, of New Haven, was hereupon chosen his successor,
and so continued till his death in 1717. In this selection
of New Haven men as Treasurers, Mr. Pierpont’s controll-
ing hand is doubtless to be recognized.

The Rev. Mr. Pierson now announced his acceptance of
the position of Rector, in the following terms: “that he

* For a fuller account of these events of 1701, see a paper by the editor, on “ The

Founding of Yale College,” in vol. 3 of the Papers of the New Haven Colony
Historical Society.
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durst not refuse such a service for God and his generation,
but submitted himself to take the charge and work of
Rector upon him.” In consideration of Mr. Pierson’s
‘“hitherto labour, and for his support in the Collegiate
work for the present in his hand,” a grant of (20 was
ordered to be paid him from the money realized from the
first yearly subsidy (4120 in “country pay”) secured from
the Colony treasury by the charter. The “work” which
the Rector had now “in hand” was the instruction of
Jacob Heminway, the first student in the School, and the
only pupil until September.

The question of the permanent home of the School was
still unsettled ; and though the debates are not preserved,
we trace the result of them in the recorded vote that the
School shall not be placed further eastwards than Saybrook,
nor further westwards than New Haven. The Rector was
promised “entertainment” (z e., board and lodging) in
Saybrook at the charge of the Trustees, if he should remove
thither before the next meeting in September.

Major John Clark, Jr.,, of Saybrook, is said to have
given the Trustees, on February 1, 1702, a right to two
thousand acres of land in the tract bequeathed him by
Joshua, the Mohegan Sachem, and early lists of the bene-
factors of the School seem to make this tradition a prob-
able one; but neither in the records of this meeting nor
elsewhere does any direct evidence of the gift appear.

On the last day of September, 1702, eight of the Trus-
tees met again,—this time at Killingworth (or “Kennel-
worth,” according to the local pronunciation). They took

-action to secure, if possible, the formal conveyance of a
small house and lot of land,—situated in the middle of the
broad plain which extends to the Point, in Saybrook, near
the old burying ground,—which Mr. Nathaniel Lynde had
offered for the use of the School, so long as it remained in
Saybrook ; but the donor did not formally pass over the
property until six years later.

In September John Hart had removed from Harvard
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College to the *Collegiate School of Connecticut,” and
other students had also been admitted; the Rector, there-
fore, needed assistance in giving instruction, and Mr.
Daniel Hooker, a son of the late minister of Farmington,
and thus a brother-in-law of the Rev. James Pierpont, was
chosen Tutor. He was a graduate of Harvard of two
years’ standing, and about twenty-three and a half years of
age; a yearly salary of 450 “country pay” (z e, £334%
in cash, or perhaps four hundred dollars of our money)
was offered him, “beside the tuition money already order-
ed;” the last clause perhaps means that the tuition paid by
the class or classes which the tutor instructed was to be his
perquisite ; no separate receipts of tuition occur in the
Treasurer’s accounts for many years to come.

The Treasurer was also directed to pay Rector Pierson
450 in ‘ country pay,” as his salary up to February 1,
1703 (probably fixing this date as marking the expiration
of a year since his active duties began) ; with the promise
of an annual salary of £120 from the time of his proposed
removal to Saybrook. )

The Treasurer was authorized to purchase two good
paper books, one for his accounts, and one for the records.
The books were bought, for £1. 19s., and the former one
is still extant; but the accompanying record-book was
detained at Saybrook when the School was removed, and
was never restored to its lawful owners: a copy (made
from the loose original minutes) preserves to us the doings
of the Trustees for the first three years, and not until
1716 do the regular records begin.

Another order of this meeting was ‘“ that the Gentlemen
of our Government, ministry of the Colony, Benefactors
to the School, all other persons of liberal education, with
the parents and guardianis of the candidates be allowed
auditors at the Commencement from time to time.” No
other vote is preserved respecting the Commencements ;
the first one had taken place at the Rev. Mr. Bucking-

ham’s residence in Saybrook two weeks before (September
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16), but there is no evidence of a meeting of the Trustees
at that time. The degree of Master of Arts was conferred
on five persons, and the diploma of one of them (a son of
Mr. Buckingham) still remains, having been given to the
College Library in 1779. It reads as follows:

“ Omnibus & singulis has literas lecturis Salutem in Domino.
Vobis notum sit, Quod Stephanum Buckingham Candidatum, Se-
cundum in Artibus Gradum desiderantem, tam probavimus, quam
approbavimus; Quem examine & tentamine pravio approbatum,
Nobis placet, Titulo & Gradu Artium liberalium Magistri, & ornare
& decorare; Cujus hoc Instrumentum in membrana scriptum Testi-
monium sit. A Gymnasio Academico in Colonia Cofiecticutensi
Nov-Anglia, Datum Say-Brookei decimo sexto Calendarum Oc-
tobris; Anno Domini MDCCII.

ABRAH : PIERSON, Rector.

James NoveEs,
NoapiaH RUSSEL, } Inspectores.
SamL. RUSSEL,

From this it appears that the degree was given after
application and upon examination. Of the five laureats,
four were Harvard Bachelors of Arts, of from nine to three
years’ standing : two of these were ordained pastors (Buck-
ingham at Norwalk, and Salmon Treat at Preston), one
was a stated preacher (Joseph Coit, at Plainfield), and the
fourth (Joseph Moss) was the Rector (1699—1706) of the
Hopkins Grammar School in New Haven.
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Sketches, Class of 1702

*Nathanael Chauncey, et A.M. 1702, Socius "1756

Natuanier CHAUNCEY, the third son and fifth child of
the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy (Harv. Coll. 1661), and grand-
son of President Charles Chauncy, was born in Hatfield,
Massachusetts, where his father was then minister, Septem-
ber 21, 1681. His mother was Abigail, daughter of Elder
John and Abigail (Ford) Strong, of Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts.

Our graduate’s father died in November, 1685, and in
the settlement of his estate his younger brother and class-
mate, the Rev. Israel Chauncy, offered to bring up the
youngest son, Nathaniel, until he should be of age, in re-
turn for having the use of his brother’s library. Accord-
ingly, Nathaniel became a member of his uncle Israel’s
family in Stratford, Connecticut. He joined the Stratford
Church in January, 1698, and probably received his aca-
demical training from his uncle, who was one of the found-
ers of this College, and was in November, 1701, chosen
Rector, but declined the appointment. The first Com-
mencement of the new Collegiate School was held at Say-
brook, on September 13, 1702; ‘“at which,” says President
Clap, in his Annals, “four young Gentlemen, who had
before been graduated at the College at Cambridge, and
one more, who had a private Education, received the De-
grees of Master of Arts.” This one who “had a private
education” was Nathaniel Chauncey, and it is the tradition
in the Chauncey family that he had resided for a short time
before Commencement with Rector Pierson, and presented
himself to the Corporation as a candidate for the degree of
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B. A.; but being found upon examination to be worthy of
the higher degree, he was advanced at once to the grade of
M. A. His diploma was in the possession of his great-
grandson, the Rev. Wm. Chauncey Fowler (Y. C. 1816),
of Durham, at the time of his death in 1881.

After receiving his degree he had charge of the Hopkins
Grammar School in Hadley, Massachusetts, for three of
the following winter months; and later taught the Gram-
mar School in Springfield, Massachusetts, where he is sup-
posed to have prosecuted at the same time his theological
studies under the Rev. Daniel Brewer (Harv. Coll. 1687),
minister of the First Parish, who had married his elder

“sister.

The settlement of the new town of Durham, Connecti-
cut, was begun from Guilford and Killingworth about 1704,
and Mr. Chauncey seems soon after to have begun to
preach to them (probably on the recommendation of Mr.
Pierson, the Killingworth minister and one of the Durham
proprietors). In a fragment of his Journal, under date of
May 23, 1706, he says, ‘I commenced preaching at Dur-
ham, the second time.” The town grew slowly, and it was
not until the session of the General Assembly in October,
1708, that liberty was granted to the inhabitants to embody
themselves into church estate. Mr. Chauncey remained
continuously from 1706, though his ordination as pastor
was deferred until February 7, 1711. He continued in
office until his death, February 1, 1756, “after a long fit of
sickness,” in his 75th year. On that occasion two ser-

"mons were preached at Durham by the Rev. Jonathan
Todd (Y. C. 1732), of East Guilford, which were printed
(N. London, 1756, 16°, pp. 88), and whjch testify to the
vigor of his natural powers and the solidity of his acquire-
ments. In the development of theological parties in Con-
necticut he was a leader of the “ Old Light” section.

He was a Fellow of Yale College from April, 1746 (in
place of the Rev. Samuel Cooke), till his resignation in
September, 1752.
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He married, October 12, 1708, Sarah, daughter of Cap-
tain James and Rebecca (Wells) Judson, of Stratford,
who was born February 16, 1682, and died May 31, 1745.
They had three sons and three daughters, the two younger
sons being graduates of this College in 1740 and 1743, and
the youngest daughter being the wife of the Hon. Jabez
Hamlin (Y. C. 1728).

His printed works are :

1. Honouring God the True Way to Honour. A Sermon [from
I Sam. ii, 30] Preach’d before the General Assembly of the Colony,
May 14, 1719, The Day for the Election. New London, 1719, 12°,
Pp- 54 [C.H.S. Prince. Y.C.

2. Regular Singing Defended, and Proved to be the Only True
Way of Singing the Songs of the Lord ; by Arguments both from
Reason and Scripture. N. London, 1728, 12° pp. 54.

[C.H S Y.C

This essay was read before the General Association of the Col-
ony, and recommended by them for publication. Its place in the
discussion which was then going on in New England as to a reform
in sacred music, is indicated in Hood’s “ History of Music in New
England” (Boston, 1846), in which (pp. 123-137) it is largely quoted.

3. The Faithful Servant Rewarded. A Sermon . . . occasioned
by the Death of the Revd. Mr. John Hart. N. London, 1732, 16°,
PP- 39- [C. H. S.

4. The Faithful Ruler Described and Excited. In a Sermon
[from Neh. vii, 2] Preach’d before the General Assembly of the
Colony, May g, 1734, The Day for the Election. N. London, 1734,
12°, pp. §52. [4.4.8. C. H.S. Harv. Y. C.
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Annals, 1702-03

The first notable event in the year 1702—03 was the receipt
from Major James Fitch, of Plainfield, in New London
County, of his deed (dated February 24, 1703) of a “cer-
tain tract or quantity of wilderness land lying . . adjacent
to the Five Mile River, nigh Woodstock . . , containing
by estimate 637 acres.” This land was within the bounds
of the present town of Killingly, but was exchanged in
1726 for another tract elsewhere ; it was ‘part of the dona-
tion promised by Major Fitch (then a member of the
Governor's Council) at the granting of the charter; the
other part of his proposal,—to give glass and nails for a
College house,—does not appear to have been realized.

On March 17, 1703, a Trustee meeting was held, in
Guilford, at which six members were present,—Mr. Wood-
bridge, of Hartford, for the first time. Mr. Pierpont
brought word of the death of the Rev. Israel Chauncy,
three days before, and his place was filled by the election
of the Rev. Moses Noyes, of Lyme, one of the early pro-
moters of the College. Additional salary (to the amount
of £30 to April 1) was granted to the Rector.

Apart from their doings as Trustees, the gentlemen pres-
ent in conjunction with the Guilford minister, the Rev.
Thomas Ruggles, drew up an address to their ministerial
brethren in Connecticut ; this address called attention to
the Westminster Confession of Faith, as approved by the
Boston Synod of 1680, and suggested concurrent action in
expressing to the General Assembly a desire that the same
Confession be officially recommended to the people of
Connecticut. The paper does not contain (as-might be
inferred from Rector Clap’s Annals, page 12) any proposal
for a Synod ; nor is it clear that it had any connection with
the calling of the Saybrook Synod five years later.
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On September 15, 1703, there was a meeting (of only
four trustees) at Saybrook, when it was agreed, on account
of the larger number of students, to appoint a tutor for
regular service. There were probably now, at the opening
of the College year, from fifteen to twenty students in
attendance ; and John Hart, who this day was graduated
B.A., was bespoken as ‘““an assistant to the Rector in the
place of a tutor pro fempore” From the amount (£5)
ordered paid to Mr. Daniel Hooker for his services as
tutor, it appears likely that he had only held the position
for a month or two. The Rector was voted £45 salary
for the six months from April 1.

Sketches, Class of 1703

* Johannes Hart, A M., Tutor ‘1731

Joun HaARrT, the first actual student in the College who
was advanced to the honor of a Bachelor's Degree, was
born in Farmington, Connecticut, April 12, 1682, and bap-
tized April 23. His grandfather, Stephen Hart, emigrated
from Braintree, Essex County, England, to Massachusetts
in or before 1632, and came to Hartford, Connecticut, in
1635 ; he was the leader among the settlers of Farmington,
a few years later, and the first deacon of the church there.
His youngest son, Thomas, was a prominent citizen of
Farmington, captain of the train-band, often deputy to the
General Court, and four times Speaker of the House. He
married Ruth, daughter of Anthony Hawkins, of Farming-
ton, and John was their third son and fifth child.

The father’s position was such that it was natural for him
to give one of his five sons a collegiate education; and
John was sent to Cambridge in 1700. In that year, Daniel
Hooker, son of the lately deceased minister of Farmington,
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was just graduating there,—probably the first college-bred
man of the town. From Cambridge John Hart was trans-
ferred to Killingworth in September, 1702, ‘having been
educated two years in Harvard College,” says President
Stiles in his Itinerary. He was received as a Senior,
and graduated, alone, at Saybrook, September 15, 1703.
His diploma is preserved in the Library of Yale College,
and reads as follows:

Omnibus et Singulis Has praesentes perlecturis Salutem in Deo.
Vobis Notum sit, quod Iohannem Hart Candidatum, Primum in
Artibus gradum competentem, tam probavimus, quam approba-
vimus: quem Examine sufficiente prazvio approbatum, Nobis
placet Titulo Graduq Artium Liberalium Baccalaurei adornare
et condecorare. Cuj*® hoc Instrumentum in membrano scriptum
Testimonium sit. A Gymnasio Academico Connecticutensi 17

Calend. Octobr. 1703.
Abrah. Pierson, Rect.

Moses Noyes Thomas Buckingham
Noadiah Russel
Inspectores.

At a meeting of the trustees of the Collegiate School,
held on the day of his graduation, he was desired to be “an
assistant to the Rector in the place of a tutor pro fempore
and till the Trustees may have opportunity of further con-
sideration.”

He accepted the office, his only predecessor in it having
been his townsman, Hooker, who had served for a part of
the college year just closed. As tutor, he probably had
charge of the two lower classes (the college course being
then of three years).

The College records for the ensuing year have an account
of ‘“discontents in some of the students for the time being,
in relation to the present tutor.”. The trustees, however,
at their next meeting (February 22, 1703—4), voted him
“our thanks for his hitherto service, and that we request
his continuance there, and for his incouragement do offer
him fifty pounds in country pay at country price per annum,
and so in proportion for such time as he shall see cause to
remain a Tutor, the money for the pupils [z e., the tuition
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fees] included in s! sum.” He appears to have ended his
teaching with the end of the College year 1704-5, having
already fitted himself by graduate study with Rector Pierson
for the work of the ministry.

In May, 1703, the General Court allowed the inhabitants
of the east part of Guilford, who had since 1695 been
legally attached to Rector Pierson’s parish, because of their
being five miles nearer to the Killingworth than to the
Guilford meeting-house, “to provide a minister and build
a meeting-house and be a society by themselves;” and the
natural result of their relation to Rector Pierson was that
his first graduated student and present assistant-teacher was
the first minister of this colony from Killingworth parish.
By 1705 the people had built their meeting-house and a
dwelling-house for a pastor; before the close of the same
year Mr. Hart began to preach to them, and on June 21,
1706, they gave him a formal call,—the town of Guilford
at the same date granting him, in town-meeting, twenty-five
acres of land, near the center of East Guilford village, “with
that provision, that he settle in the work of the ministry
amongst our East Guilford neighbors.” He accepted the
call in April, 1707, and the General Assembly at its
October session having constituted the Society, a church
(of thirteen male members besides the pastor) was gathered
on Tuesday, November 25, and Mr. Hart ordained over it.
The services were performed by the Rev. Messrs. Thomas
Buckingham, of Saybrook, James Pierpont, of New Haven,
Noadiah Russel, of Middletown, Samuel Russel, of Bran-
ford, and Thomas Ruggles, of Guilford.

In September, 1722, Mr. Hart joined Rector Cutler and
five others in signing a famous declaration before the Trus-
tees of the College, in which some of the signers ““doubt
the validity, and the rest are more fully persuaded of the
invalidity, of the Presbyterian ordination, in opposition to
the Episcopal.” It is on record* that Hart was one of

* Letter of J. Davenport and S, Buckingham, September 25, 1722, in Mass. Hist.
Soc. Coll. xiv, 299.
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those who doubted only; and President Stiles states (on
the authority of Mr. Hart's son William) that one reason
for scruples about the validity of his own ordination was
that Mr. Thomas Buckingham, of Saybrook, assisted, who
had been ordained by laymen of his parish only, though
under the inspection and approbation of the pastors of
neighboring churches. The result, however, of the ensuing
conference in the- College Library, October 16, was to
resolve his doubts, and leave him in his old relations.
President Stiles, in speaking of this incident, says, ‘“ Mr.
Hart is said to have been a man of the greatest ingenuity
and learning of all the seven.” \

His ministry in East Guilford (incorporated as the town
of Madison in 1826) ended with his death, in that place,
after several years of tedious infirmity, March 4, 1730-31,
in his 4g9th year. During his pastorate about eighty mem-
bers were added to the church. At his funeral, March 7,
a sermon was preached by the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey
(Y. C. 1702), of Durham, which was printed at New Lon-
don, in 1732 (39 pp. 16mo.), with the title, *“ The Faithful
Servant Rewarded.” It gives no biographical information.
His estate was appraised at about £1goo (books £35),—
the most of it in lands in East Guilford, Farmington, and
Middletown.

He married, March 20, 1711-12, Rebecca, daughter of
John Hubbard, an eminent merchant of Boston and son of
the Rev. William Hubbard, the historian. She was born
November 11, 1692, and died December 7, 1715, aged 23.
He was again married, August 12, 1717, to Sarah, daugh-
ter of Captain Jonathan and Sarah (Whiting) Bull, of
Hartford. She was born August 25, 1687, and died
February 4, 1719, aged 31. He was married again, Decem-
ber 6, 1720, to Mary, daughter of Judge James Hooker, of
Guilford, and granddaughter of the Rev. Samuel Hooker
(Harv. Coll. 1653), the minister of Farmington in John
Hart’s boyhood. She was born November 5, 1693, and
died September 6, 1756, aged 62. By his first wife he had
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one son and one daughter; by his second wife, one son;
and by his third wife, four sons and two daughters. His
eldest son (the Rev. William Hart) graduated at this Col-
lege in 1732. His eldest daughter was the wife of the
Rev. Thomas Ruggles, Jr. (Y. C. 1723), and the only
other daughter who survived infancy was successively the
wife of Dr. Thomas Adams (Y. C. 1737), and of the Rev.
Amos Fowler (Y. C. 1753).

In the annual “Election Sermon” preached in the May
following his decease, the Rev. Samuel Whittelsey (Y. C.
1705) speaks of his death as the removal of one ‘whose
Soundness of Mind, and Piety of Life, I should more
Enlarge upon, but that I might be suspected of Partiality
to a Friend.”

The Rev. Thomas Ruggles, Jr. (Y. C. 1723), in his
History of Guilford, says of “the Rev. and Learned Mr.
John Hart” that “ He proved one of the first Eminence of
preachers in his Day.” To this testimony may be added
that of the Rev. John Devotion (Y. C. 1754), who in a
funeral sermon on the Rev. William Hart, son of John,
speaks of the father as ‘a gentleman of eminent piety.”
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Annals, 1703-04

At the session of the General Assembly in October, 1703,
the students were exempted from tax-rates and military
service,—an important matter, in view of the French and
Indian war then raging ; a request was also granted, allow-
ing the Trustees to send through the Colony a ‘“brief,” or
authorized appeal for a contribution, to defray the expense
of a tutor and possibly of erecting a building. There is no
record of any returns from this permission; perhaps the
war impaired too much the resources of Connecticut.

In November, 1703, Rector Pierson purchased a lot of
land (six and a half acres) in Saybrook, which he held
unimproved until his death. The fact seems to imply that
he was looking forwards to a removal from his parish to the
town where the Collegiate School was nominally located.

In February, 1704, we have the minutes of a Trustee

meeting in Branford. ‘ Sir Hart” had approved himself
as tutor, and was offered 450 ‘““country pay” per annum
as long as he would stay, ‘“the money for the pupils”
included in the sum ; from the Treasurer’'s books it appears
that Mr. Hart was credited with £g tuteridg money”
~during his first year of service,—implying perhaps the
tuition of six undergraduates, probably the two lower
classes. It is an old tradition that until 1709 or 1710, the
undergraduates were divided into only three classes,—
Senior Sophisters, Sophomores, and Freshmen.

“For the preventing of irreligion, idleness, and other
immoralities,” a system of fines was now set up: not over
eightpence for unexcused absence from Sabbath worship ;
for absence from prayers, not over twopence ;* for omission
of appointed exercises, not above fourpence; ‘‘other im-

* The corresponding penalty at the University of Cambridge, England, in 1700,
was three half pence. See Monk’s Life of Bentley, i, 171.
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moralities” were to be punished, at the Rector's discretion,
by public rebuke, imposition of public confession, admoni-
tion, or fine not over five shillings; and a record of these
fines was ordered to be sent to the parents from time to
time. Mr. Pierson still hesitating about leaving his parish,
an order was passed giving him Z100 “country pay,” on or
before March 25, 1704, “in case he meantime remove him-
self and family to Saybrook, and there settle.” With this
the minutes of the Trustee-meetings end for the present.

Sketches, Class of 1704

*Johannes Russell, A.M. Harv. ‘1757
*Phineas Fiske, A M., Tutor ‘1738
*Jakacobus Heminway, A.M. *1754

Puineas Fiske was the eldest child of John Fiske, Jun-
ior, of Wenham, Massachusetts, who married, January 17,
1681—2, Hannah, daughter of John Baldwin, of Milford,
Connecticut. He was born in Milford, December 2, 1682,
probably while his mother was on a visit to her relatives.
His father continued to reside in Wenham, and practiced
medicine, but removed to Milford in 1694 and con- °
tinued there the practice of physic and surgery; as a
professional man, and a parishioner of such a zealous friend
of the new Collegiate School as was the Rev. Samuel
Andrew, it was natural that he should send his eldest son
to Mr. Pierson as one of his first pupils.

Upon graduating, the son probably returned to Milford ;
he was admitted to the church there, March 11, 1704-5,
and may have pursued’ theological study with his pastor,
and medical study with his father.

After John Hart gave up the tutorship, Fiske was
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appointed his successor; a circular letter to the trustees
from Rector Pierson, which is still extant, dated January
12, 1705-6, proposes the appointment, and the proposal is
endorsed by four others of the Board,—among them, the
Rev. Mr. Andrew (February 5), who says: “I concurr
with the rest in fixing upon S Fisk to be a Tutor; and
have discoursed with him about it, and find him inclinable
to comply with the motion, if the Trustees desire him to
undertake the work.”

After he had served for about a year in this office, the
lamented death of Rector Pierson, at Killingworth (March
5, 1706—7), brought new responsibilities. A part of the
students were instructed by the Rev. Mr. Andrew, at Mil-
ford, until Commencement ; while the rest were under Mr.
Fiske’s care in Saybrook. In September an additional
tutor was employed at Saybrook, and under this arrange-
ment the College work continued, until Mr. Fiske laid down
his office in September, 1713, having had a longer term of
consecutive service than any of his successors in the first cen-
tury of the College history. During six years of the time,
there was no resident Rector; and of course the senior
tutor’s share of the responsibility of the administration of
affairs was very great. Incidental testimony to his reputa-
tion is borne by President Stiles, in his Funeral Sermon on
the death of the Rev. Chauncey Whittelsey (1787); to a
reference to Mr. Whittelsey's success, early in life, as a Col-

lege tutor, he adds in a note: “The man of seventy
almost lives himself into an oblivion of his literary merit, as
it was in the meridian of life . . . . After the death of

Rector Pierson, and while the college was at Say-Brook,
and destitute of a resident Rector, the Rev. PHINEHAS Fisk
and the Rev. Joserrn NovEs were the pillar tutors and the
glory of the college. Their tutorial renown was then great
and excellent, altho’ now almost lost” . . The historian
Trumbull, also, in writing of thegraduates at Saybrook,
says: ‘ Notwithstanding the infant state of the College,
numbers of them, through their native strength of genius
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and the instructions of those excellent tutors, Mr. John
Hart and Mr. Phineas Fisk, became excellent scholars.”

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Johnson (Y. C. 1714) mentions
in his autobiographical memoranda that the subjects in
which Mr. Fiske instructed his class were Logic, Physics,
Metaphysics, and Ethics. .

While still in the tutorship, Mr. Fiske was licensed to
preach, and began to be heard in the pulpit of the Rev.
Jeremiah Hobart (Harv, Coll. 1650), the aged and infirm
pastor of the church at Haddam, the next settlement north
of Saybrook on the Connecticut river; and at a meeting
of the inhabitants of that parish, November 25, 1712, an
offer was agreed upon for his salary, if he would settle
among them, providing for its eventually reaching (70 per
annum. He removed from Saybrook directly to Haddam ;
although it was not until January, 1714, that he was in-
stalled as Mr. Hobart’s colleague. The senior pastor died,
suddenly, November 6, 1715, and Mr. Fiske continued in
sole charge of the parish until his death, October 17, 1738,
in the 56th year of his age. His property was inventoried
at upwards of £2700.

The only publication of Mr. Fiske is the Election Ser-
mon, preached at Hartford, May 12, 1726. The title is:
“The Good Subject’'s Wish, or, The Desirableness of the
Divine Presence with Civil Rulers,” from the text Joshua,
i, 17. (N. London, 1726, 16mo. pp. 38). [Copies are in
the Boston Public Library, the Prince Library, and Yale
College.] The most noticeable passage is a glowing
tribute to the late Governor Saltonstall.

While in the office of tutor, Mr. Fiske married, July 27,
1710, Lydia, third daughter of Ensign John Pratt (black-
smith), of that part of Saybrook which is now the town of
Essex. She was born February 18, 1681-2, and died July
14, 1765, aged 83. Their children were six daughters (of
whom four survived their father) and one son. The son,
Samuel, graduated at this College in 1743, and served as
tutor with distinction. Of the daughters, the cldest married
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the Rev. Moses Bartlett (Y. C. 1730); another, the Rev.
Nehemiah Brainerd (Y. C. 1732); and a third was suc-
cessively the wife of the Rev. Chiliab Brainerd and the
Rev. Noah Merrick, both graduates in 1731.

The well-known missionary, David Brainerd, was a native
of Haddam and a grandson of Mr. Fiske’s predecessor,
Hobart ; and at the time of Mr. Fiske’s death was prepar-
ing for College under his care.

Besides his duties as a minister, Mr. Fiske also practiced
medicine among his people with acceptance, and the inven-
tory of his library after his death shows a good number of
medical books; he is said to have been especially skillful in
the treatment of insanity and epilepsy.

According to Dr. Field, the historian of Haddam, “his
talents were rather solid than brilliant.” Dr. Field had in
his possession, in 1814, part of a manuscript volume by
Mr. Fiske, “containing a general view of the sciences.”

His tombstone describes him as “a learned, faithful and
zealous minister of Jesus Christ.”
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Jacop HeEMINwWAY was born December 6, 1683, one of
twin sons, the youngest children of Samuel Heminway,
from Roxbury, Massachusetts, an early settler in East
Haven village, in New Haven, where he married Sarah,
daughter of John Cooper (one of the leading men of the
village), and where his children were born.



Biograpkical Sketckes, 1704 23

The East Haven families belonged to the parish of the
Rev. James Pierpont, the chief father of the Collegiate
School ; and it was probably through his influence that the
first student in the College was Jacob Heminway, a New
Haven boy. President Stiles has recorded, from Mr.
Heminway’s own mouth, that he began to study under
Rector Pierson in March, 1702, “and solus was all the
College the first half-year.”

At the time of his graduation, his father was one of the
wealthiest and most influential citizens in East Haven. A
petition was presented to the General Court in May, of
this year, asking that the village be constituted a distinct
society and have liberty to call and settle a minister. The
petition was laid on the table till the October session, and
was then refused; it was, however, presented again, by a
committee of which Jacob Heminway’s father was chair-
man, in October, 1705, and was then successful. Mean-
time, the villagers were looking about for a minister ; and
at a meeting held November 20, 1704, it was “ voted

“1. To seek to Sir Heminway that he would give them a taste
of his gifts, in order to settlement in the work of the ministry.
And

“2, Voted to desire John Potter, Sen., Caleb Chidsey, and
Ebenezer Chidsey, to treat with Sir Heminway, to get him if they
could, to give them a taste of his gifts, in preaching the word.”

At another meeting of the village a month later (Decem-
ber 19), “ They having had some taste of Sir Heminway in
preaching the word, did declare their desire to have him go
on in the work of the ministry amongst us, in order to
settlement ; and towards his encouragement they engage to
allow him after the rate of £40 by the year in pay.” To
the desire thus expressed Mr. Heminway acceded; and.by
a later arrangement, made the next month, his annual
salary was fixed at £50. The expériment was so success-
ful that in June, 1706 (the earlier services having been held
in the school-house or in private dwellings), a vote was
passed by the villagers to build a meeting-house twenty feet
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long and sixteen feet wide, across the end of the school-
house. We hear of no further events, until December 2,
1706, when a committee was appointed, at a meeting of
the village, “to treat with Sir Jacob Heminway, to see
whether he will go on in the work of the ministry amongst

us.”  And the same day Mr. Heminway’s answer was
given, as follows :—

“ Gentlemen, whereas yon have given me notice by two men,
that you desire me to carry on the work of the ministry in order
to settlement among you, I do, therefore, hereby give you notice
that so far as God shall enable me thereunto, I am heartily ready
and willing to gratify these your desires upon these conditions :—
1. That you give me £50 yearly,and my wood. 2. That you build
me a good convenient dwelling-house, within two years time, or
give me money sufficient to do the same, one half this year ensuing,
and one half the next. 3. That when it is in your power, you give
me a good and sufficient portion of land.

“From my study, 2d December, 1706.

“Yours to serve,
“ Jacob Heminway."

The terms proposed were accepted, and a house was
built within a few months.

In May, 1707, the village received a quasi-recognition
from the General Assembly as a separate township, and in
May, 1709, liberty was given them to “embody themselves
into ¢hurch estate.” It was not, however, until October 8,
1711, that the church was gathered and Mr. Heminway
ordained pastor. President Stiles in his Itinerary (iii, 143)
preserves the fact that the charge on this occasion was given
by the Rev. Samuel Andrew, of Milford. In 1714 it was
voted to build a new meeting-house, thirty by forty feet ;
it was not, however, begun until 1718, and was first occu-
pied in October, 1719.

Mr. Heminway continued sole pastor of the church
until his death, in East Haven, October 7, 1754, in his 71st
year. He preached the annual Election Sermon, at Hart-
ford, May 8, 1740, and it was published (N. London, 1740.
16mo. pp. 32) with the title, “ The Favour of God the best
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Security of a People, and a Concern to Please Him,
Urged” (from Proverbs xvi, 7). The tone of the sermon
is one of admonition, induced by the military preparations
which the colony was forced into by the expedition just
ordered against the Spanish West Indies. It is plain, solid,
and practical, without any attempt at striking effect. [Copies
in Harvard and Yale Libraries. ]

In 1743 he was the Moderator of the General Associa-

tion at its annual meeting, and in February, 1745, he joined
with other members of the New Haven County Associa-
tion in its printed “ Declaration concerning the Rev. Mr.
George Whitefield.” The ‘ Great Awakening” of 1740,
and the revival measures which Whitefield and his friends
prosecuted, found no favor with the “Old-Light” minister
of East Haven.
. He married, May 3, 1712, Lydia, daughter of Captain
Alling Ball, Jr., of East Haven. She died March 6, 1738,
aged 57 years. His second wife, Sarah, survived him.
His only child (by his first marriage) was a daughter,
Lydia, who married Hezekiah, the youngest son of the
Rev. James Pierpont, of New Haven; after her first hus-
band’s early death she was again married to Theophilus
Morgan, of Killingworth.

In Mr. Heminway’s will, dated April 21, 1746, he be-
queathes £20 to the church in East Haven ‘for the sup-
port of the Lord’s Table among them,” and £5 to his
daughter ; the rest of his estate is given to his wife, with a
reversion of the real estate to his grandchildren by his
daughter’s first marriage. The reason of this somewhat
singular testament, is reputed by family tradition to be the
fact that his daughter’s second husband was a member of
the Church of England. The estate was valued at £6556;
it is remarkable that no books are mentioned in the inven-
tory.

At the time of his death there were but two ministers in
Connecticut who could look back on a longer term of pas-

4
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toral service, —Timothy Edwards, of Windsor, and Anthony .
Stoddard, of Woodbury.
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Joun RusseLL was born January 24, 1686-7. His
father, the Rev. Samuel Russel, was a son of the Rev.
John (Harvard Coll. 1645), of Hadley, Massachusetts,
known in New England history as the protector of the
regicides, and was himself graduated at Harvard in 1681.
While preaching in Deerficld, Massachusetts, he was invited
(February 1, 1685-6) to preach in the town of Branford,
Connecticut ; the people agreed, October 11, 1686, to settle
him as pastor, and the words of a vote passed December g,
with reference to his pay for the year and to pay for his
board before he came with his family, seem to imply that
his removal was accomplished by this date. If this is so,
the eldest child of the family, John, was probably born in
Branford ; the mother being Abigail, daughter of the Rev.
John Whiting (Harv. Coll. 1653), of Hartford.

The Rev. Samuel Russel being among the most forward
in the movement which gave birth to the College, it would
be natural that his son should be among the earliest appli-
cants for training.

He resided, all his life, in Branford, where he was one of
the most prominent and useful inhabitants, bearing worthily
all the civil and military offices in the gift of the people.
He was town-clerk from 1709 to 1721, and again from
1748 until 1757. He was also justice of the peace, from
1728, and an officer of the militia, rising to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel (in 1752). He was a Deputy to the
General Assembly at forty-five sessions between 1714 and
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1753, serving as clerk for most of the time from 1726 to
1741, and as Speaker in 1751.

From June 7, 1733, until his death, Colonel Russell was
one of the deacons of the First church in Branford, and he
earnestly and faithfully supported his pastor, the Rev.
Philemon Robbins, in his difficulties (1742—48) with the
Old-Light ministers of the New Haven County Conso-
ciation.

He died in Branford, July 7, 1757, aged 70 years, and
was buried the succeeding day. His estate was appraised
at about £ 3400.

He married, December 17, 1707, Sarah, eldest child of
Thomas Trowbridge, Jr., of New Haven.

She was born November 26, 1686, and died January 23,
1761, aged 74. Of their eight children, one son and three
daughters survived their parents. Their daughter Mary
married the Rev. Thomas Canfield (Y. C. 1739), of Rox-
bury, Connecticut. Another daughter married Captain
Ezekiel Hayes, of New Haven, and became the great-
grandmother of President Hayes.

In the year of Colonel Russell’s graduation at Saybrook,
his cousin of the same name was graduated at Cambridge ;
and some confusion has arisen, since the Yale graduate ap-
pears also to have received an honorary master’s degree from
Harvard a few years later. (The words, M7». Cant. Nov.
are attached to his name in the Yale Catalogue of 1724.)
The John Russell who was graduated at Harvard College
in 1704 was the eldest son of the Rev. Jonathan Russell
(Harv. Coll. 1675), of Barnstable, Massachusetts, where he
was born, November 3, 1685. He studied medicine, and
lived in Barnstable, where he died, August 25, 1759. Itis
certain that he never received any degree from this College,
though he is marked “ef Yel” in the Harvard Triennials
of 1833 and later.

AUTHORITIES.
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Annals, 1704—05

The only existing papers which throw light on the
condition of the Collegiate School for the year 1704—05 are
two which relate to the uncomfortable position of the
Rector, whose time was divided between two conflicting
sets of duties: on the one hand, the Trustees were urgent
that he should remove to Saybrook and build up the
School there, although they could offer but uncertain
encouragement for a sufficient salary; on the other hand,
the people of Killingworth were as naturally unwilling that
their pastor should be taken from them, and already grum-
bled audibly at the presence of the scholars in their quiet
farming village and at the pastor’s time which belonged to
the parish being given to the instruction of youth. The
students (who never reached twenty in number) were
lodged and taught in the Rector’s own house, which is thus
described in Dr. Stiles’s Diary for September 18, 1779 :—

“I viewed the Remnant of the Building in Killingworth about
ten rods East of the Meetinghouse, commonly called the o/d or first
College, being Rector Pierson’s House, in which he lived and the
scholars resided and studied the first five years till his Death . . It
was a double two-story house now converted into a Barn.”

Sketches, Class of 1705

*Johannes Pickett, A.M. *1738
* Azarias Matker, A.M., Tutor ‘1737
*Samuel Whittelsey, A.M., Socius ‘1752
*Samuel Cooke, A.M., Socius ‘1747

*David Parsons, et Harv. 1705, A.M. et Harv. 1715 *1743
*Samuel Pomeroy *1744
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SaMueEL CookE, son of Thomas Cooke, Jf., and Sarah
(Mason) Cooke, of Guilford, Connecticut, was born in
Guilford, November 22, 1687. His father died suddenly
in 1701, before the son entered College, and the General
Court granted, in May, 1703, a petition from the boy and
his guardian (John Parmelee) for the sale of a house and
lot to gain funds to carry out “the great desire of Thomas
Cooke, deceased, to bring up this his son to learning.”

He perhaps studied divinity immediately after graduation.
In January, 1707, he became the rector of the Hopkins
Grammar School in New Haven, and held that position at
a salary of £60 a year, also occasionally preaching, until the
close .of the year 1715. He was also a deputy to the
General Assembly from New Haven, for the six sessions
from October, 1712, to May, 1715, serving as Clerk of the
House for the last five. He married, November 30, 1708,
Anne, only daughter of John Trowbridge, of New Haven,
and granddaughter of Governor Leete, of Guilford.

In 1714, the church in Stratfield (a parish composed of
part of Stratford and part of Fairfield, but now absorbed in
the city of Bridgeport), Connecticut, lost by death (Decem-
ber 31) its first pastor, the Rev. Charles Chauncey ; and on
June 16, 1715, a call was extended to Mr. Cooke to become
his successor. The church in New Haven was also pastor-
less, owing to the death (November 22, 1714) of the Rev.
James Pierpont; and on July 1, 1715, this socicty met “to
nominate a man to carry on the work of the ministry on
probation.” Mr. Cooke was put in nomination, and the
place was probably more attractive to him than was Strat-
field; but the vote stood 86 for Mr. Joseph Noyes (Y. C.
1709) to 45 for Mr. Cooke.

Accordingly the call to Stratfield was accepted July 11,
and Mr. Cooke appears to have begun his ministry there at
once, though fulfilling his engagement with the New
Haven Grammar School, until the end of the year 1715.
His ordination is said to have taken place February 14,
1715-16. The salary was £100 a year, with firewood.
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He retained this pastorate until his death, December 2,
1747, at the age of 60. His latter years were troubled by
an alleged backwardness on the part of his people to make
good the salary promised him ; and after his death his exe-
cutors brought suit for the sum of £3000 arrears due his
estate.

In 1717, at the very beginning of his ministry, a new
meeting-house was erected, which was used until the present -
century. In the events which followed the great revival of
1740, Mr. Cooke was a zealous advocate of what were
known as “New Light” measures; and particularly, in
May, 1742, he took an active part in the organization of a
new church in New Haven. He had been, since Septem-
ber, 1732, one of the Trustees of the College, but the pre-
dominant “Old Light” convictions of the other trustees
led finally to the following vote, found in the original
records of the Corporation for September, 1745 : “ Where-
as this Board have at this and former meetings signified to
Mr. Cooke their dissatisfaction with sundry things in his
conduct, and he could not conveniently tarry to make any
distinct answer thereunto at this time by reason of sickness
in his family, Voted that the President with the rest of
the standing Committee of this Board be desired to signifie
to Mr. Cooke the reasons of their dissatisfaction in writing
and desire his answer thereunto.”

It is but fair to read between the lines, and bearing in
mind that this was the first meeting convened after the new
charter of 1745 had passed the legislature, which gave
power (not in the former charter) to six of the Trustees to
remove a Trustee from his place, we may conclude that the
writing sent to Mr. Cooke forced upon him the resignation
of his trusteeship, which was announced to the Corporation
at their next meeting, in April, 1746.

The New Haven County Association of Ministers had
previously, September 25, 1744, sent a letter to Mr. Cooke
“signifying their uneasiness with, and offence at the pro-
ceedings of s? Mr. Cooke, etc., in pretendedly gathering a
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Church among the Separatists at New Haven in opposition
to the pastor and 1st church there.” His letter in reply
was voted ‘ not satisfactory,” September 24, 1745.

On the other hand, the Fairfield Eastern Association of
Ministers, in which Mr. Cooke was a leading member,
passed, April 15, 1746, a series of resolutions, evidently
bearing reference to his citation before the Trustees, and to -
this effect: in view of the Assembly’s having granted

“a new College Charter with large privileges and a new form of
government, and particularly by investing the newly incorporated
body with powers of taking away as well as giving College honors,
as the said Corporation see just cause: Therefore,

“1. Voted and Agreed, That no present or future member of
this Association shall be looked upon by us obliged to answer
before sd. authority for any such fact or facts as were committed
by such member before sd. Corporation’s Investiture with such
new authority.

“2. Voted and Agreed that no member of this Association is
obliged to answer to sd. Corporation for any of their Doctrines or
Conduct as ministers of the gospel. . . ."”

“ He was,” says his present successor, ‘“a man whose per-
sonal dignity was long remembered in the parish, and was
held in the highest respect—somewhat in fear. He was
accustomed to wear a ministerial dress, as to which he was
particularly careful. This comprised a heavy curled wig,
black coat and small clothes, shoes with silver buckles, and
over all a black gown or cloak.”

His first wife was born July 22, 1688, and died August
11, 1721; and he married, May 3, 1722, Esther, daughter
of Nathaniel Burr, and widow of John Sloss, both of Fair-
field; she died in less than a year. He married, thirdly,
Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Platt, of Norwalk, Connec-
ticut, born December 2, 1701, and died May 16, 1732, “of
an apoplexy;” and fourthly, August 6, 1733, Abigail,
daughter of the Rev. Samuel Russel (Harv. Coll. 1681),
of Branford, and widow of the Rev. Joseph Moss (Harv.
Coll. 1699), of Derby, Connecticut, who survived him.
His children were, three sons and four daughters by his



32 Yale College

first wife, and three sons by his third wife. Three of his
sons, Samuel, William, and ]'oseph Platt, graduated at this
College, in 1730, 1747, and 1750, respectively. One of his
daughters married the Rev. Robert Silliman (Y. C. 1737).
The inventory of his estate amounted to £2787; it
included 61 books and 173 pamphlets.
He published two sermons :—

1. Necessarius. The Continuance of an able and Godly Minis-
ter very needful to a People. A Sermon [from Phil. i, 24] Preached
at the Funeral of Rev. John Davenport [Harv. Coll. 1687], of
Stamford. N. Y., 1731. 16° pp. 62.

(M. H.S. N.H Col Hist. Soc. Prince. Y.C.

2. Divine Sovereignty in the Salvation of Sinners, consider’d
and improv’d. In a Sermon [on Ex. xxxiii, 19] Preach’d before
the Eastern Association of Fairfield County, on*a publick Lecture
in Danbury, July 29th, 1741. Bost., 1741. 16°, pp. 40.

[4.4.8 A4.C. 4. C. H.S Prince. Y.C.

This sermon was introduced into a spirited controversy between
two other early graduates of the College,—Jonathan Dickinson
and Samuel Johnson. Johnson published (1744) “A Letter from
Arjstocles to Authades, concerning the Sovereignty and Promises
of God,” and Dickinson, in replying (1746) with “A Vindication
of God's sovereign free Grace,” interpreted Johnson’s imagined
antagonist (Authades) as Mr. Cooke, whose views (as printed in
this sermon) he certainly seemed to be controverting; Johnson,
however, in “A Letter to Mr. Jonathan Dickinson,” disclaimed the
intention of a precise reference to Cooke’s sermon.

Besides these sermons should be mentioned :—

3. Invitations to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield from the Eastern
Consociation of the County of Fairfield. With a Letter from the
Rev. Mr. Samuel Cooke, of Stratfield, to a Minister in Boston.
Concerning the former Success of Mr. Whitefield's Ministry
there. Bost., 1745. 4° pp. 8. [4. 4. 8. Brit. Mus. Y. C.

This pamphlet contains a letter by Mr. Cooke to one of the
Boston ministers, dated May 15, 1745. This letter is an urgent
appeal that Mr. Whitefield may come and preach in the churches
of Fairfield County; and to show the spirit of some of these
churches he prefixes a vote of the Consociation at a meeting held
in Stratfield, October 7, 1740, of which he was moderator, and a
letter prepared in accordance with the vote by the Moderator and
Scribe, inviting Whitefield.
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This publication was quite possibly an additional motive. for the
action taken in September, 1745, by the College Trustees.

AUTHORITIES.
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AzAr1iAH MATHER, son of the Rev. Samuel Mather
(Harv. Coll. 1671), one of the original Trustees of the
College, and the minister of Windsor, Connecticut, was
born in Winds‘or, August 29, 1685. Of his brothers, one
(Samuel) graduated at Harvard in 1698, and another
(Nathaniel) at Yale in 1715. His father, the eldest son
of Timothy Mather, of Dorchester, Massachusetts, was a
first cousin of Cotton Mather, of Boston. The mother of
our graduate was Hannah, daughter of Governor Robert
and Jane (Tapp) Treat, of Milford, Connecticut.

After graduation he probably studied divinity with his
father. At Commencement, September, 1709, he entered
on a tutorship in the College at Saybrook (now Old Say-
brook), where he found the pulpit of the village church
vacant by the recent death (April 1) of the Rev. Thomas
Buckingham. He was probably at once employed also
to preach; for the town at a meeting held December 2,
called him to be their pastor. After some delay and adjust-
ment of the offers of salary (March 27, 1710, £80 in
“country pay” offered yearly for two years, £100 for the
next two, and after that Z120), he gave his acceptance,
June 13, 1710. He finished his year’s service in the Col-
lege, and was ordained over the church on November 22;
and on the sth of the next month he married Martha Tay-
lor, probably daughter of Daniel Taylor, Esq., of Saybrook,
and sister of the Rev. Daniel Taylor (Y. C. 1707).

5
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He was dismissed from his charge in June, 1732 (“re-
moved by a council,” says his successor, the Rev. Willjam
Hart), but continued to reside among his former people,
and there died February 11, 1736—7, in his 52d year.

His tombstone describes him as ““a faithfull minister, a
generall scholar, an eminent Christian, a very great sufferer,
but now in glory a triumpher.” The following lines are
also engraved on the stone :—

“ He many weeks felt Deaths attacks,
But fervent prayers kept him Back ;
His faith and patience 'twas to try
And learn us how to live and die.
Haveing the wings of faith and love
And Feathers of an holy dove,

He bids this wretched world adiew
And swiftly vp to Heaven flew;
Disturb not then his Precious Dust
With censors that are most unjust.”

The reference in the last couplet is said to be to some
charge of irregularity of conduct which caused his dis-
mission.

Dr. Field says of him: ‘“As a linguist he greatly ex-
celled, and was an able divine.” Mr. Hotchkiss, ordained
his successor in 1783, describes him as “a very pungent
preacher, and fearless reprover.”

He printed seven sermons :

1. Woto Sleepy Sinners, or a Discourse upon Amos vi, 1, begun
at a Lecture in Say-Brook, January 16, 1719, 20. N. London, 1720.
16°, pp. 29. [4.4. 5. B. Ath. Prince.

2. None but Christ. A Discourse on John vi, 67,68. Preach'd
Privately, to a Religious Society in Say-Brook. N. Lond., 1722.
16°, pp. 22. [4.4.5. Y.C.

3. The Gospel Minister Described, by the Important Duty of
his Office, and Directed in the Faithful Discharge of it, in a Sermon
[from 2 Cor. v, 20] Delivered at Newent . . December 1oth, 1723,
at the Ordination of the Rev. Daniel Kirtland. N. London, 1725,
16°, pp. 32. [C.H S Harv. M. H. S. Y.C.
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4. Good Rulers a Choice Blessing. A Sermon [from Eccl. x,
17] Preached before the Great and General Assembly, May 13,
1725. The Day for the Election. N. London, 1725. 16° pp. 48.

[4.4.5. CH S M HS Prince. Y. C.

This election-sermon shows abundant learning, and is remarka-
bly vivacious in style. It has an ardent tribute to Governor
Saltonstall (who had died within the preceding year), and a strong
appeal for better salaries for the ministers of the colony.

5. The Sabbath-Day’s Rest Asserted, Explained, Proved, and
Applied. Boston, 1725. 16° pp. iv, 38. [4. 4. S Prince.

This is a sermon from Exodus xxxv, 2, with “An Attestation” by
Cotton Mather prefixed. It is quite racy and practical; special
paragraphs on “Unnecessary Sailing upon the Sabbath,” and
“ Unnecessary Folding and Feeding or Keeping of Sheep,” give a
local tinge to the homily.

6. A Gospel Star, or Faithful Minister. A Discourse [from
Rev. i, 20] had at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr, George Beck-
with in the North Society of Lyme, January 22, 1729-30. New
London, 1730. 16° pp. 18. [C. H. S.

7. A Discourse [from Isa. lvii, 1, 2] concerning the Death of
the Righteous, had at Lyme; Occasion’d by the Decease of the
Rev. Moses Noyes. N. Lond., 1731. 16° pp. 24. [¥.C.

A Sermon, in Latin, on being “Baptized for the Dead,” from
1 Cor. xv, 29, is mentioned as a specimen of his talents by his
successor, Mr. Hotchkiss ; but he may have seen it in manuscript
only ; nocopy in print seems to have been heard of.

His wife survived him, with one son and four daughters.
The estate was appraised at £1130, and his books, over
200 in number, besides 100 pamphlets (valued at £71), are
all entered in the inventory with full titles.

AUTHORITIES.

Field, Statistical Account of Middle- nial Sermon, 3. XR. D. Smyth, College
sex County, ¢6. Goodwin, Geneal. Courant, July 18, 1868, 36. President
Notes, 151. F. W. Hotchkiss, Half  Stiles, MS. llinerary, iii, 120, 123, 123.
Century Sermon, 9. McCall, Cenlen-



36 Yale College

Davip Parsons was born in Northampton, Massachu-
setts, February 1, 1679—-80, the fourth son and fifth child of
Joseph Parsons, Jr., judge of the Hampshire County Court,
by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Elder John Strong of
Northampton. His brother Joseph had graduated at
Harvard in 1697, and probably David spent his whole
course there; his name appears on both the Harvard and
Yale catalogues as a regular graduate of the year 1705, but
he probably received the master’s degree only at Saybrook.
That he should have been honored with this compliment, or
should have solicited it, in Connecticut, may be due to the
fact that his first cousin, Samuel Pomeroy, was a member
of the Yale class of 1705, and that another cousin,
Nathaniel Chauncey, had received a degree here in 1702.

He studied theology, and on the 22d of October, 1707,
being then of Springfield, Massachusetts, married Sarah Steb-
bins, of the same place. In the fall of 1708 (being then
on Long Island) he was applied to, to supply the pulpit in
Malden, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, vacant since
the death of the Rev. Michael Wigglesworth, June 10,
1705. He first preached there on Sunday morning, Octo-
ber 24 (another candidate preaching in the afternoon), and
was called to settle by the church the next day; the town
concurred October 27, and fixed the salary at £6o per
annum. The call was hastened by the fact that the town
had already been presented to the Court for being so long
without a minister. He was ordained in the summer (after
May 13) of 1709, and was dismissed, by recommendation
of a council (probably after some difficulties had arisen be-
tween him and his people), early in 1721.

Several of his parish were among the settlers of the new
township of Leicester, Massachusetts, and at a town-meet-
ing held there, November 28, 1720, he was invited to be
their minister, at a salary of £6o. The offer not being
accepted, another proposition dated January 13, 1720-21,
offering £75 salary, obtained a more favorable reply, and
the agreement to this effect was finally made on March 3o.
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He removed from Malden, and was installed September 15.
But the town was poor, and neglected, or more probably
was unable, to meet the engagements with its minister. As
early as 1725 he petitioned the legislature for relief, and
again in 1726; so that in January, 1727, the town voted its
willingness ‘that Mr. Parsons should remove.” He was
disinclined to any compromise, and in 1728 began a lawsuit
for the arrears of his salary. This step produced retaliatory
measures, and the town voted, January 2, 1728-9, not to
support him any longer, and to concur with the church in
deposing him. The law, however, favored the minister,
and an appeal to the General Court only succeeded (in
1731) in the passage of a resolution for the relief of the
town, which Governor Belcher vetoed. After a long and
bitter strife, some mediators from Worcester succeeded in
January, 1735, in bringing the two parties to consent to a
mutual council of churches, which in March following met
and dismissed the pastor. The records of the town, how-
ever, show that he still continued to contend for what he
considered hisrights. He was presented before the Court
of General Sessions for the county, in February, 1736, for
making a disturbance in public worship in the preceding
April, and was fined 25 shillings. He soon removed to
Belchertown, then called Cold Spring, Massachusetts, but
returned to Leicester to die. By his special direction he
was buried apart from his former people, in a grave dug
upon his own farm, and the headstone records that ‘after
many years of hard labor and suffering, he was laid here,
October 12, 1743, aged sixty-three.” His wife ¢ Sarah Par-
sons died June ye 17, 1759, aged seventy-three.” Of their
children, four sons and one daughter, the eldest was David
Parsons (Harv. Coll. 1729), the first minister of Ambherst,
New Hampshire.
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Joun PickeTT, son of Adam and Hannah Pickett, was
born in New London, Connecticut, July 28, 1685. His
father and mother were first cousins, through their mothers,
who were daughters of Jonathan Brewster, of New London,
the cldest son of Elder William Brewster, of Plymouth.

Adam Pickett, who had inherited a large estate from his
father, a merchant of New London, was lost on a voyage to
Barbadoes in 16g1. The education of his elder son was
entrusted to the boy’s maternal grandfather, Captain Daniel
Wetherell, at that time the most prominent citizen of New
London, and one of the leading laymen of the colony. It
is owing to this that John Pickett’s name heads the list of
his class in family rank.

He was further trained by his grandfather as a lawyer,
and probably followed that profession to some extent,
being the first graduate of the college to be so classed. He
seems also, like his father, to have engaged in trade. From
1710 to 1724, as often as Governor Saltonstall held Council
in New London, John Pickett’s name almost invariably
appears in the record as one of the “judicious, able freemen,”
whom the Governor called, as authorized by law, to sit
with him. For eighteen years before his death he was clerk
of the County Court, and in May, 1727, was a deputy to
the General Assembly.

He died in New London, December g, 1738, aged 53.
His will was dated four days earlier. The estate was inven-
toried at £8,282.

He married, October 21, 1706, Elizabeth, widow of John
Christophers, of New London (whom she married, July
28, 1696, and who died February 3, 1703), and daughter of
John Mulford, of Long Island. She predeceased him, as
did one of their sons. Their son John graduated at this
college in 1732, and two daughters also survived their
father.
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SamuEL PoMERroY (or Pumroy) was born in Northamp-
ton, Massachusetts, September 16, 1687, the only child of
Deacon Medad Pomeroy, of Northampton, by his second
marriage with Abigail, daughter of Elder john Strong, of
Northampton, and widow of the Rev. Nathaniel Chauncy
(Harv. Coll. 1661), of Hatfield. He was therefore a
half-brother of Nathaniel Chauncey, Jr., who received a
degree from this College in 1702, and of Sarah Chauncey,
" who married Samuel Whittelsey, also a graduate in 1705.

He studied theology, probably with the Rev. Solomon
Stoddard (Harv. Coll. 1662), of Northampton, and was
married, July 23, 1707, to Lydia, daughter of John and
Thankful (Woodward) Taylor, of the same town.

In July, 1708, he was called to the pastorate of the
church in Newtown, Queens County, Long Island; and
in the following September he removed thither and began
his life-work. He was ordained at Northampton, No-
vember 30, 1709, the Rev. Mr. Stoddard, the Rev. John
Williams, of Deerfield, and the Rev. William Williams, of
Hatfield (both Harv. Coll. 1683), joining in the service.
At this time the church was of the Congregational order;
but in September, 1715, Mr. Pomeroy applied for admis-
sion to, and was ‘‘ heartily and unanimously accepted ” by,
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, through the influence of a
neighboring clergyman, and two years later he united with
others in organizing the Presbytery of Long Island. His
ministry was a prosperous one, and he sustained the char-
acter of a systematic, learned, and eminently pious man.
He is said to have prepared a number of pupils for admis-
sion to College. His wife died February 3, 1721-22, in
her 43d year, and he married three years later, Elizabeth,
eldest daughter of the Rev. Joseph Webb (Harv. Coll.
1684), pastor of the First Church in Fairfield, and one of
the original trustees of Yale College. She was born Feb-
ruary 14, 1696-7, and survived him twenty-four years, -
dying at the age of 71. His children (by his first mar-
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riage) were three daughters, who all married, and two sons
who died young.

He preached for the last time on Sunday, May 20, 1744,
and the same evening was seized with a mortal illness.
The inscription on his tombstone is as follows :

“ Here lies the body of y* Reu?
Mr. Samuel Pomeroy who dep?
This life the 30® of June, 1744,
In the 57th year of his age.
Kind earth keep safe my sleeping dust,
Till Christ shall raise it with the Just;
My ministerial work is done
For you dear people of Newtown.
Years almost thirty-six I try’d
To spouse you for Christ Jesus bride;
If you do still refuse to hear,
Gainst you at last I must appear,
When Christ shall come to raise the Dead
And call me from this gloomy bed.”
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SamueL WHITTELSEY was born in Saybrook, Connecti-
cut, early in the year 1686. He was the youngest child of
John Whittelsey (believed to have been the first immigrant
of the name) and of his wife Ruth, daughter of William
and Jane Dudley, of Guilford, Connecticut. His father
died in April, 1704, while he was a Junior in College.

He was prepared for College at New Haven, by Joseph
Moss (Harv. Coll. 1699), then Rector of the Hopkins
Grammar School.

After his graduation he probably remained with Rector
Pierson at Killingworth for the study of divinity; and
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when the people of the Rector’s former parish in Newark,
New Jersey, were in want of a candidate for their pulpit,
and committed (February 19, 1706) the task of getting a
man for trial to the Rector’s younger brother, Theophilus
Pierson (a member of the congregation), the young theo-
- logue was sent to them, and the town voted, May 17,
1706, “to improve Mr. Samuel Whittelsey in the work of
the ministry among us for the space of a year.” The trial
seems to have been but moderately satisfactory ; for though
the town voted, March 31, 1707, to retain him for the
coming year with a yearly salary of £65, and that they
“ were willing to be helpful to Mr. Whittelsey, in procuring
a settlement for him in convenient season,” he saw fit to
decline the proffer, and left them soon, probably at the close
of the year 1707. In 1708 he began to preach to the church
in Wallingford, Connecticut, the first pastor of which, the
Rev. Samuel Street (Harv. Coll. 1664), was now disabled
by age and infirmity. In April, 1709, the town made him
an offer of settlement, in accordance with which he was
ordained colleague-pastor, May 17, 1710 (preaching his
own ordination-sermon, from 2 Cor. iv, 7), and after Mr.
Street’s death (January 16, 1717) he continued sole pastor
until his own death, in that place, April 15, 1752, in the
66th year of his age. From December, 1732, until his
death, he was one of the Trustees of the College.

He married, July 1, 1712, Sarah, the half-sister of his
classmate Pomeroy, and the youngest daughter of the Rev.
Nathaniel Chauncy (Harv. Coll. 1661), of Hatfield, Mas-
sachusetts. She died in Wallingford, October 23, 1767
(says her gravestone), aged 84 years. They had four sons
and four daughters. The two elder sons (Revs. Samuel
and Chauncey) graduated at this College in 1729 and 1738
the two younger were honored citizens of Wallingford.
Two of the daughters died in youth, and the others married
respectively Colonel Elihu Hall (Y. C. 1731) and the Rev.
Dr. James Dana (Harv. Coll. 1753).

In August, 1710 (just after his ordination), he was

6
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chosen by the General Assembly chaplain of the Connec-
ticut forces on the expedition to Nova Scotia, which
resulted in the capture of Port Royal, or Annapolis; but
he did not accept the appointment. In July, 1711, he was
again invited by the Governor and Council to go as chap-
lain in the expedition to Canada, but declined.

In October, 1722, he was one of the company of seven
who signified to the Trustees of Yale College their doubt
or disbelief of the validity of Presbyterian ordination ; but
he was not of the minority which after the public debate
went over to Episcopacy.

He published four sermons, viz :

1. The Regards due to such as have been Eminent and Useful.
A Discourse [from 2 Chron. xxiv, 16] Occasioned by the Death of
John Hall, Esq. [a distinguished citizen of Wallingford, and a
member of the Governor's Council.] Boston, 1730. 16° pp. 34.

[4.A4.S8. B.Ath. B.Publ. C.H.S. Harv. M. H.S. Prince.

2. The woful Condition of Impenitent Souls in their Separate
State. A Sermon [from Luke xvi, 22, 23] Preach'd to the Old or
first gather'd church in Boston, April 4, 1731. Boston, 1731. 16°,
pp. viii, 23.

[4.4. 8. B Ath. C. H.S. Harv. M. H.S. Prince.

There is a Preface, by the Revs. Thomas Foxcroft and Charles
Chauncy, which speaks of him as “a Person of distinction for
Learning and Abilities,” and ends with this paragraph :—

“ And we take this Occasion to express our Joy in the Increase
and Flourishing of Yale-College, which may well boast of being
the happy Mother of an Author, who stands in the first Rank of
her learned Sons, and who is (we think) the only Instance, as yet,
of a Father and bhis Son named in her Catalogue of Graduates.” . .

3. A Publick Spirit Described & Recommended. In a Sermon
[from Phil. ii, 4, 5] Preached before the General Assembly . . May
13, 1731. The Day for the Election. N. London,1731. pp.45. 16°.

[C. H. 8. Harv. Prince. Y.C.

It may be noted, as evidence of the respect paid to him, that
a practical suggestion is made in this sermon, that some provision
be made by the Assembly to prevent such unhappy contentions as
had become customary in regard to the location of new meeting-
houses in the various towns; and as a direct result of this sugges-
tion, we find that the Assembly passed at this session an elaborate
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Act giving particular directions to be observed thereafter respect-
ing the erection of meeting-houses.

4. A Sermon [from Hebr. xiii, 17] preached at the Ordination
of Mr. Samuel Whittelsey, Jun. At Milford, December 9, 1737.
Boston, 1739. 8° pp. 32.

[B. Ath. Brown. C.H.S. N. Y. H S. Y. C (imperfect).

Four of his familiar letters to his brother-in-law, the Rev.
Nathaniel Chauncey, are printed in the *“ Chauncey Memorials.”

At the time of Mr. Whittelsey’s death, Ezra Stiles, then
a tutor, afterwards President of Yale College, whose father
was Mr. Whittelsey’s nearest ministerial neighbor and thor-
oughly in sympathy with his views, drew up a * character”
of him, which was printed in the Boston Postboy, May
11; part of it is here copied from Dr. Stiles’ own manu-
script :

“He was a Gentleman of a penetrating Genius, solid Judgment
and extensive understanding ; indefatigable and unwearied in his
application to study and liberal Inquiry; by which his acquain-
tance with the sciences became extensive, his knowledge univer-
sal, and in moral Wisdom he had few equals. Under the influence
of Christian principles his Soul flamed with diffusive Benevo-
lence; he lived the Religion he inculcated, and recommended it
by the powerful charms of a virtuous example. His talents as a
preacher were singular; being Master of an engaging Elocution
and address, and in compositions judicious and instructive; he
ministered intellectual food, and entertained his audience with the
beaten Oyl of the Sanctuary. . .. As a private Christian he was
exemplary, virtuous and pious; had a natural Reservedness of
Mind which rendered him singular in bearing Injuries, which the
best can’t escape; and when reviled he reviled not again, but
retaliated Ingratitude with tliat Meekness and Goodness, which
extorted Veneration from the partia/, as well as obtained a cheer-
ful Tribute from the candid Judges of Merit. Nor less eminent
was his patience, especiallyinthe lengthened Illness which finished
his life. The supports of Religion and a well-regulated Life
shone in the steady Calmness and Composure of his Temper dur-
ing his last illness; while a Mortification [in his legs and feet]
arising from ill state of Blood, and general Disorder of Body,
preyed upon him, and in a gradual Decline extinguished his Life.”

His kinsman by marriage, the Rev. Dr. Charles Chauncy,
of Boston, sent Dr. Stiles in 1768 a letter of reminiscences
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of the eminent men whom he had known in New Eng-
land, and includes this paragraph :

“1 had like to have forgot Mr. Sam’l Whittlesey of Wallingford.
My acquaintance with him began in the year 1721, the year I took
my first degree at College. I went that year to see my friends in
the country, and was for six weeks at this Mr. Whittlesey’s house.
Great numbers of letters, since that day, have passed between us;
tho’, as he was a very cautious man, not a great deal of a very
private nature. Perhaps he was more free and open with me than
any man now ljiving in the world. . .. Mr. Whittlesey was, I
believe, one of the greatest men in Connecticut. He had not only
a clear and strong head, but the clearest way of expressing his
thoughts upon any difficult subject of any one I have been
acquainted with. I have heard him say, when he had in his mind
clear ideas of a subject, he could communicate them with the same
clearness they lay in his mind, and do it with ease.”

His son-in-law and successor, the Rev. Dr. Dana, has
this tribute in a note to his Century Discourse, 1770 :

“Mr. Whittelsey was one of the most eminent preachers in this
colony in his day, a laborious, faithful minister of Christ, apply-
ing his whole time to his work. He shone with distinction in
intellectual and moral attainments.”

Mr. Whittelsey was a leader of the ‘“Old Light” party,
in the struggles which succeeded the “ Great Awakening "
of 1740. He was especially prominent in the case of the
Rev. Philemon Robbins (Harv. 1729), of Branford, who
was disciplined by the Consociation for preaching to a soci-
ety of Baptists within the limits of Wallingford.

His will and inventory in New Haven Probate Records,
vol. viii, show an estate of about £22,000, of which only
a scant hundred pounds is invested in books, and fourteen
times that amount in “negro and molatto servants.”
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Annals, 1705-06

For the year 1705—06 the College archives are entirely
blank, with the single exception of a circular letter from
the Rector to the other Trustees (dated January 12),
respecting the appointment of a tutor. The conclusion is,
“1f we send not to Cambridge (which is by some of your-
selves  strongly objected against), it may seem to fall
between Sir Fisk and Sir Whitlesey, both good scholars
and capable of such an improvement.”

Sketches, Class of 1706

*Jared Eliot, A.M. Harv., Socius, S. R. Lond. Soc. *1763
* Timotheus Woodbridge, A.M. *1742
* Jonathan Dickinson, A.M., Coll. Neo-Caxs. Praeses ‘1747

JonaTtuHaN DickinsoN, eldest son and second child of
Hezekiah and Abigail Dickinson, was born in Hatfield,
Massachusetts, April 22, 1688. His father was a trader,
living successively in Stratford (Connecticut), Hatfield,
Hadley, and last in Springfield, from about 1695 till his
death, June 14, 1707. His mother, a daughter of Sam-
uel Blakeman, of Stratford, and granddaughter of the Rev.
Adam Blakeman, the first minister of that town, married
next Thomas Ingersoll, of Westfield. His younger brother,
Moses, was graduated at this College in 1717.

Where he studied theology is not known ; but he prob-
ably began to preach in Elizabethtown (now Elizabeth),
New Jersey, before the close of the year 1708, succeeding
the Rev. Samuel’ Melyen (Harv. "1696), whose sister
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Joanna he married at about this date. He was ordained
pastor of the church in Elizabeth, September 29, 1709, by
the Consociation of Fairfield County. The sermon was
preached by the Rev. Joseph Morgan, lately of Greenwich,
Connecticut, but now of Freehold, New Jersey, from
Mark xvi, 16; it was the same, in substance, which he had
preached at his own ordination in Bedford, New York, in
1700, and was published with the title, “The Great Con-
cernment of Gospel Ordinances Manifested from the great
effect of the well Improving or Neglect of them.” (N.Y,,
1712, 12° pp. iV, 44. In Conn. Hist. Soc.)

In 1717, Mr. Dickinson became a member of the Pres-
bytery of Philadelphia, and his church put itself under the
care of that body. The circumstances in which he found
himself sufficiently explain this step, without any supposi-
tion of a considerable change of his views as to church gov-
ernment. In evidence of this, it appears that, in 1721, he
with some others of like antecedents protested against an
overture of the Synod of Philadelphia, which savored of
the more rigid Scotch system ; and when it was made his
duty, as the retiring moderator, to preach the opening ser-
mon before the Synod of the next year, he took occasion
to justify himself by a very striking exposition of his views
on ecclesiastical jurisdiction, which was published and
which shows the liberality of his attitude.

-His next appearance in print was more controversial.
The Episcopal Church had a mission in Elizabeth, and
perhaps for that reason Dickinson was more watchful of
the developments which so excited all the friends of this
College in 1722. Mr. John Checkley published, in 1724,
a pamphlet called “A Modest Proof of the Order and
Government settled by Christ and his Apostles in the
Church,” and Dickinson printed in reply, the same year,
“ A Defence of Presbyterian Ordination.” He used his
pen repeatedly afterwards in the same cause.

In 1729 he appeared again in print, as the champion of
liberal Presbyterianism. The occasion was a proposition
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to require of every minister and candidate for the ministry
a hearty assent to the Westminster Confession of Faith
and Catechisms; and Dickinson, while personally accept-
ing these symbols, stoutly opposed on principle all imposi-
tion of creeds of human composure. The result was the
sanction of the proposition, in a modified form, by the
measure known as the ‘ Adopting Act.”

In November, 1739, and again in April, 1740, he wel-
comed Whitefield to his pulpit ; and in the following June
his parish was the scene of ‘a remarkable manifestation of
the Divine presence,” such as made this year memorable in
the religious history of the country. In this great revival,
Dickinson took a hearty interest, and he aided powerfully
to purify and direct its course by voice and pen. But the
stricter sort of Presbyterian ministers had no sympathy
with the movement, in which he himself also saw occasions
for rebuke. The result, after exciting discussions, in which
he tried to be a peacemaker, was a division of the Synod,
and he cast in his lot with the new Synod of New York,
comprising the ‘“ New Sizde” brethren, in 1745, he being
confessedly their most able leader.

Steps were soon taken by this body, partly, perhaps, in
consequence of Rector Clap’s harsh treatment of David
Brainerd, who had lately been ordained among them and
to whom Dickinson was especially attached (he spent the
last winter of his life in Dickinson’s house), and partly for
the natural reasons of locality, to get a charter for a Col-
lege, in which their ministers might be trained. The Col-
lege of New Jersey was accordingly chartered by the gov-
ernment of the Province, October 22, 1746 ; and Dickin-
son was chosen President of the institution, before it was
opened for the reception of students in his house at the end
of May, 1747. Itis the tradition that he had long been
accustomed to receive private pupils into his family.

In the discharge of his duties as pastor and president, his
life was suddenly terminated, October 7, 1747. The New
York Weekly Post Boy of October 12, and the supple-
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ment to the New York Gazette of same date, contained a
notice of him, beginning as follows:

“ Elizabethtown in New Jersey, October ro.

“On Wednesday morning last, about 4 o'clock, died here of a
pleuritic illness, that eminently learned, faithful, and pious Minister
of the Gospel, and President of the College of New Jersey, the
Rev. Mr. Jonathan Dickinson, in the 6oth year of his age, who had
been pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in this Town for
nearly forty years, and was the Glory and Joy of it. In him con-
spicuously appeared those natural and acquired moral and spirit-
ual Endowments which constitute a truly excellent Man, a good
Scholar, an eminent Divine, and a serious devout Christian.”

The sermon preached at his funeral October g, by the
Rev. John Pierson (Y. C. 1711), of Woodbridge, was pub-
lished (N. Y., 1748. 8°, pp. 24); it gives a sketch of his
character (pp. 19-22). )

His name is commemorated at Princeton College by a
Hall (erected in 1870). By his first wife, who died at Eliz-
abeth, April 20, 1745, in her 63d year, he had nine chil-
dren, of whom one son, Jonathan, graduated here in 1731.
One daughter married the Rev. Caleb Smith (Y. C. 1743).
Five daughters survived him.

President Dickinson was married a second time, April 7,
1747, by David Brainerd, to Mary, widow of Elihu Crane,
of Newark. She died August 30, 1762, in the 68th year
of her age.

Besides his labors as a pastor and teacher he was also the
physician of his flock, and published one medical pamphlet,
on the discase known as diphtheria, in which his advice is
commended as ‘“the Result of a long Series of Practice
and Experience.” The first printed notice of the true char-
acter of the startling epidemic of that nature which swept
over the country shortly before his pamphlet appeared, is in
an anonymous * Letter to a Friend in New-York” by him
in Zenger's New York Weekly Journal for February 16,
1735-6.

His style is unusually free and attractive, and his reason-
ing indicates a mind much above the common. One who
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knew him well (the Rev. Thomas Foxcroft) admits that
he had a natural turn for controversy.

A few sentences from the Rev. Dr. Sprague may well
sum up what should be said of him: “That President
Dickinson’s intellect was of a very high order, no one can
doubt who reads half a dozen pages of anything that he has
written. . . . . It may be doubted whether, with the sin-
gle exception of the elder Edwards, Calvinism has ever
found an abler or more efficient champion in this country,
than Jonathan Dickinson.”

A portrait of President Dickinson is in the College col-
lection at Princeton, and that as well as the engravings pub-
lished in connection with modern reprints is said to have
been copied from an engraving prefixed to a Glasgow
republication; in 1775, of his Familiar Letters.

The following is a chronological list of his publications;
the first of them being, I believe, the earliest publication of
any student here educated :

1. Remarks upon Mr. Gale’s Reflections upon Mr. Wall’s His-
tory of Infant Baptism. [N. Y.?] 1716. 16° pp. 87. (¥.C

2. A Sermon Preached [from z Tim. iii, 17] at the opening of
the Synod at Philadelphia, September 19, 1722. Boston, 1723.
16°, pp. 24. [4. C. 4. Brit. Museum. Prince.

3. A Defence of Presbyterian Ordination. In Answer to [J.
Checkley’s] Modest Proof. Bost., 1724. 16°, pp. iii, 44.
[4.4.S. A.C. A. Brit. Museum. C. H. S. Harv. M. H.S.
Prince. U. T.S.

4. Remarks upon the Postscript to [J. Checkley’s] Defence of
[his] Modest Proof. Bost., 1724. 16° pp. 29.
(4. C. 4. Prince.

5. Remarks upon a Discourse intituled an Overture Presented
to the Synod in 1728 [by J. Thomson]. N. Y, 1729. 16° pp. 32.
[M.H. S Prince. Y.C.
6. The Reasonableness of Christianity, in Four Sermons. With
Preface by Mr. Foxcroft. Bost., 1732. 16° pp. xiv, 175.
[4.4.S. Brit. Museum. Brown Univ. Harv. Prince. U.T.S.

7. The Scripture-Bishop. Or the Divine Right of Presbyterian
7
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Ordination and Government, considered in a Dialogue between
Prealaticus and Eleutherius. Bost., 1732. 16°, pp. iv, 58.
[4.4. 5. A.C. A. Harv. Prince. Y.C.

8. The Scripture-Bishop Vindicated. A Defence of the [pre-
ceding Dialogue]. . . Against the Exceptions of a Pamphlet, Inti-
tled, The Scripture-Bishop Examin'd. By Eleutherius. Bost.,
1733. 16°, pp. 126.

The title on the fly-leaf is, ¢ Praelaticus Triumphatus. A Vindi-
cation of Presbyterial Ordination and Government.” This, as

well as the former piece, is anonymous.
[4. 4.8, Harv. M. H.S. Prince. U.T.S5. Y. C.

9. Sermon preached at the funeral of Mrs. Ruth Pierson.
N. Y, 1733.

10. Remarks upon a Pamphlet, entitled a Letter to a Friend in
the Country; containing the substance of a Sermon preached at
Philadelphia, in the congregation of the Rev. Mr. Hemphill.
Philad., 1735. 16° pp. 32.

Anonymous.

11. The Vanity of human Institutions in the Worship of God:
a Sermon at Newark, June 2, 1736. N. Y, 1736, 12°

12. A Defence of [the above], against the Exceptions of Mr.
John Beach, in his Appeal to the Unprejudiced. N. Y., 1737.
16°, pp. 104. [C.HS UTS.

13. The Reasonableness of Nonconformity to the Church of
England, in Point of Worship. A Second Defence of [the above].
Boston, 1738. 16° pp. vi, 127.

[4. 4. S. Andover Theol. Sem. Brit. Museum. M. H.S. U.T.S.

14. Discourse on the Divine Appointment of the Gospel Min-
istry . . . delivered at the Ordination of Walter Wilmot, April
22, 1738. Boston, 1738. 16°

15. The Danger of Schisms and Contentions with Respect to
the Ministry and Ordinances of the Gospel, in a Sermon [on 1
Cor. iii, 4] Preached at the Meeting of the Presbytery, October
10, 1739. N. Y., 1739. 16°% pp. 41. [Brit. Museum.

16. Observations on the Throat-Distemper. Boston, 1740. 8°,
pp. ii, 12. [4.4.8. A4.C.A. M. H. S

This has been reprinted in pp. 87-99 of Dr. S. Wickes’s Hist. of
Medicine in N. J. (Newark, 1879. 8°).

17. A Call to the Weary and Heavy Laden to come unto Christ
for Rest. A Sermon, preached at Connecticut Farms in Elizabeth-
Town, December 23, 1739. N. Y., 1750. 16° pp. 45.

[Pa. Hist. Soc.
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18. The Witness of the Spirit. A Sermon preached at Newark,
May 7, 1740. Boston, 1740. 8° pp. 28; and second edition. Bos-
ton, 1743. 8%, pp. 32.

[4.A4.S. A.C. A. Andover Theol. Sem. Brit. Museum. M. H.S.

19. The true Scripture-Doctrine concerning Some Important
Points of Christian Faith. . . . In five Discourses. Boston, 1741.
16°, pp. xiv, 253. [4.C. 4. Harv. M. H. S Prince. Y. C.

20, A Display of God’s special Grace, in A familiar Dialogue

. about the Work of God, in the Conviction and Conversion
of Sinners, so remarkable of late begun and going on in these
American Parts. . . . . Boston, 1742. 16°, pp. viii, 111.

[4. C. 4. Brit. Museum.  Harv. Prince. U. T.S.

And second edition, with the author’s name. Philad,, 1743.
12°, pp. X, 74 [Philad. Library Co.
21. ‘The Nature and Necessity of Regeneration, considered in
a Sermon from John iii, 3. Preached at Newark, January 19,
1742—3, at the -Meeting of the Presbytery, with Remarks on Dr.
Waterland’s Discourse. N. Y., 1743. 16°% pp. v, 66. [M. H. S
2z. A Defence of the Dialogue Intitled, A Display of God’s
special Grace. Against the Exceptions made to it by the Rev,
Mr. A. Crosswell. Boston, 1743. 16°, pp. iii, 46.
[4.C. 4. M. H.S.  Prince.

Anonymnous.

23. Reflections upon Mr. Wetmore's Letter in Defence of Dr.
Waterland's Discourse on Regeneration. Boston, 1744. 8° pp. 38.
[4.4.S. A.C. A. Brit. Museum. Harv. M. H.S. Prince.

24. Familiar Letters to a Gentleman, upon a Variety of Sub-
jects in Religion. Boston, 1745. 16°% pp. Vv, 424.
[4. A. S. Andover Theol. Sem.  Brit. Museum. Harv. N.'Y.
H.S. Prince. U.T.S.

25. A Brief Illustration and Confirmation of the Divire Right
of Infant Baptism; in a plain and familiar Dialogue between a
Minister and one of his Parishioners. Boston, 1746. 16°, pp. 4o.

Anonymous. This was reprinted at Providence in 1763 (8°, pp.
viii, 42, iv), with a Preface by the Rev. Benjamin Lord and other
ministers of Norwich, Connecticut, and vicinity.

26. A Vindication of God's sovereign free Grace. In some
Remarks upon Mr. John Beach’s Sermon from Rom. vi, 23, with
some brief Reflections on Mr. Henry Caner’s Sermon, from Matth.
vii, 28, 29, And on a Letter from Aristocles [Rev. Dr. Samuel
Johnson] to Authades. Boston, 1746. 8°, pp. 8o.

[4.A. S. A.C. 4. Brit. Museum. C. H.S. Harv. N. H,
Col. Hist. Soc. N. Y. H.S. Prince. Y. C. (imperfect).
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27. A Second Vindication of God’s sovereign free Grace.
Against the Exceptions made to a former Vindication by Mr.
John Beach . . With some brief Reflections on Dr. Samuel John-
son’s Defence of Aristocles Letter to Authades. . . . Left unfin-
ished, and on Occasion of [Jonathan Dickinson’s] Decease, con-
tinued by Moses Dickinson. Boston, 1748. 8% pp. 143.

[4- 4. S. Brit. Museum. C. H. S. Harv. M. H.S. Prince.

U.T.S.
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JAareD EL1oT was born in Guilford, Connecticut, Novem-
ber 7, 1685. He was the grandson of the Rev. John
Eliot, the Apostle to the Indians, and the fifth child,
and the eldest by his second marriage, of the Rev.
Joseph Eliot (Harv. Coll. 1658), who was from 1664 till
his death in 1694 the minister of Guilford. His mother
was Mary, daughter of the Hon. Samuel and Ruth
(Haynes) Wyllys, of Hartford. His father’s will directed
that one or both of his two sons should be trained up to
learning, to be preachers, and in pursuance of this direction
the elder was thus educated.

Immediately upon graduating he was appointed (Sep-
tember 27, 1706) schoolmaster of his native town for the
ensuing year. In March, 1707, his former instructor, Rec-
tor Pierson, was suddenly removed by death from the pas-
torate of the adjoining township, and it is the current
tradition that on his death-bed he recommended his people
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to make this favorite pupil his successor. Accordingly, as
appears by the church records, Mr. Eliot *“entered and
engaged in the ministeriall office in the church of Killing-
worth, June the 1st, 1707.” He was not, however, released
from his engagement in Guilford until September 16,
1707, and his ordination in Killingworth (now Clinton)
did not take place until October 26, 1709. A year later
(October 26, 1710), he was married to Hannah (not Eliz-
abeth, as often stated), daughter of Samuel Smithson, of
Guilford. Mr. Smithson was a recent emigrant, with his
family, from England, and to his copy of the English
Prayer-Book, Samuel Johnson (born in Guilford and a
pupil there of Eliot) traced in part the change of convic-
tions which carried him afterwards into the Episcopal
Church. With this affiliation, it is not strange that Eliot
was inclined in the same direction, and that we find him
among the seven who signed the memorable declaration
before the Trustees, in October, 1722 ; but his difficulties
yielded to the arguments of his Congregational brethren
and we hear no more of any wavering on his part.

He died in Killingworth, April 22, 1763, in the 78th
year of his age, having outlived every pastor in the Colony
who had been earlier ordained, and all who had graduated
at the College before him. His estate was appraised at
upwards of Z1800.

His wife died February 19, 1761, in the 68th year of her
age. Their children were two daughters and nine souns.
Of the daughters, the only one who survived infancy
became the wife of Dr. Benjamin Gale (Y. C. 1733), of
Killingworth. Three sons were graduated at this College
(Samuel, Augustus, and Joseph) in 1735, 1740, and 1742,
respectively,—all of whom predeceased their father.

The Discourse preached at his funeral, by the Rev.
Thomas Ruggles (Y. C. 1723), of Guilford, was published
(New Haven, 1763. 4°, pp. 30). It contains an elabo-
rate sketch of his character and endowments, noticing par-

ticularly his activity (‘*idleness was his abhorrence ™), his
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earnestness, his unusual conversational powers, the utility
of his manifold knowledge, his executive abilities, and the
breadth of his religious and human sympathies. His
attainments in science and in medicine are also dwelt on.
“As his principal natural talent was for physic, so he by
study and reflection, by a long, extensive and successful
practice became, at least one of the ablest physicians in his
day.” Dr. Thacher says of him: ‘ He was unquestion-
ably the first physician of his day in Connecticut, and was
the last clerical physician of eminence probably in New
England. He was an excellent botanist, and was equally
distinguished as a scientific and practical agriculturist. He
introduced the white mulberry into Connecticut, and with
it the silk worm.” 1In 1762 the London Society of Arts
unanimously voted him their gold medal for proving that
the common black sand of our coast could be wrought into
iron. In 1756 or 7 he was unanimously elected a member
of the Royal Society, ‘“an instance of unanimity,” writes
Peter Collinson, “ILord Macclesfield told me he never
before saw.”

Among his regular correspondents and visitors was
Benjamin Franklin, eleven of whose letters to him (1747-
55) are printed in Sparks’s edition of Franklin’s Works.
The Library of Yale College has portions of Dr. Eliot’s
manuscript correspondence with Dr. Franklin, John Bar-
tram (the eminent American botanist), Peter Collinson,
Richard Jackson, William Logan, Joseph Chew, Thomas
Fitch, Peter Oliver, Ezra Stiles, Noah Hobart, and others.

In September, 1730, he was chosen a Trustee of the
College (being the first of its graduates to hold that office),
and retained the position until his death.

In the prevailing theological controversies, he was an
“Old Light”; and when President Clap proposed to set
up a separate church within the College walls, Dr. Eliot
was one of the Fellows who opposed him with earnest-
ness. He was said at the time (see a letter of the Rev.
Noah Hobart to him, dated September 28, 1756) to con-
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template offering his resignation of his office as trustee to
the General Assembly, with the possible view of invoking
their interference in College politics. His affection tow-
ards the institution, however, remained firm; and in his
will (dated March, 1761) he left a donation of £10 to the
President and Fellows, the interest of which is applied to
the purchase of books for the Library. This was the
beginning of the Library Fund. He commanded the
respect of his ministerial brethren in an unusual degree,
and four times between 1747 and 1761 was the moderator
of their General Association. )
His portrait is preserved in the family.
His publications,were :

1. The Right Hand of Fellowship, appended (pp. 26, 27) to the
Rev. Solomon Williams’ Sermon at the Ordination of the Rev.
Jacob Eliot, at Goshen. Boston, 1730. 8°.

[A4.A4.S. B.Ath. Brown Univ. C.H. S. M. H S. U TS

2. The Two Witnesses; or, Religion Supported by Reason and
Divine Revelation. A Sermon [from 2z Cor. xiii, 1] preached Oct.
29, 1735, before the Association of the County of N. London. N.
London, 1736. 16° pp. 79.

[Brown Univ. C.H.S. Prince. Y.C.

3. Give Cesar his Due: Or, the Obligations that Subjects are
under to their Civil Rulers, as was shewed in a Sermon [from Mat-
thew xxii, 17-22] Preach'd before the General Assembly of the
Colony, May 11, 1738. N. London, 1738. 16°, pp. 44.

[4.4.S. C.H. S. Harv. Prince. Y.C.

4. The Blessings Bestowed on them that Fear God. As was
showed in a Sermon, [from Ex. i, 21], Occasion’d by the Death of
Mrs, Elizabeth Smithson, who died at Killingworth, February
12th, 1738-9. N. London, 1739. 16° pp. ii, 30. [C. H. S

She was his wife’s mother, and is described in the Preface as a
“Famous Midwife in the Town of Guilford, and a Gentlewoman
of extensive charity and benevolence.”

5. God’s Marvellous Kindness, Illustrated in a Sermon [from
Ps. xxxi, 21] Preach'd at Killingworth, on the General Thanks-
giving, July 25, 1745. Occasion’d by taking the City of Louis-
bourg. N. London, 174s. 16°, pp. iv, 26. (M. H. S.

6. Repeated Bereavments Considered and Improved. Being
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the Substance of a Funeral Sermon [from Gen. xliii, 14] Preached
the next Lord’s Day after the Death of Mr. Augustus Eliot. N.
London, 1748. 16° pp. iv, 25. [C. H. S

7. An Essay upon Field Husbandry in New-England, in six
sticcessive numbers. N. London and N. Haven, 1748-59. 16°,
pp- 180 and 34. M H S N Y HS.

And 2d enlarged edition. Boston, 1760. 8°, pp. vi, 167.
[Bowdoin Coll. Harv. Y. C.

The first four of these numbers are reprinted in the (weekly)
New York Gazette, May 14 to July 30, 1753; and the fifth in the
same newspaper, February 4-25, 1754.

8. Discourse [from Rev. xiv, 13] on the Death of Rev. Wm.
Worthington, November 16, 1756. N. Haven, 1757. 8°, pp. 15.
. [#. H. S.

9. Essay on the Invention, or Art of making very good, if not
the best Iron, from black Sea-Sand. N. Y, 1762. 12° pp. 34.
(M. HS N Y. HS

A letter, dated October 4, 1762, on the last named subject, is in
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London,
vol. liii, p. 56.

The Essay is dedicated to the London Society of Arts, of which
he was a corresponding member, and gives interesting details of
his experiments. The sand is described as common scouring sand,
or writers’ sand, with which are found black particles of iron.
The mottoes on the title page are ingeniously taken from Deut.
xxxiii, 19, Job xxviii, 2, and Prov. xxvii, 17.

An extract from a letter (dated September 14, 1762) to Peter
Collinson, is printed in Carey’s American Museum, vol. 4, p. 504,
for December, 1788.

AUTHORITIES.

W. Allen, Amer. Biographical Dic-  Funeral Sermon, 15-23. XR. D. Smyth,
tionary, 3d ed., 333. Clinton Church, College Courant, July 25, 1868, s1.
200th Anniversary, 22. FZliot Geneal-  Sprugue, Annals of the Amer. Pulpit, i,
ogy, 65, 149. Field, Statist. account of  270. Pres. Stiles, Ms. Correspondence,
Middlesex County, 110. Franklin's vi; Ms. Itinerary, ii, 7, 145, 150-51, 158,
Works, vi. vii, passim. T. Ruggles, Thacher, Medical Biography, i, 263.



Biographical Skeiches, 1706 57

TimoTrHY WoODBRIDGE was born in Hartford, where he
was baptized October 3, 1686. He was the eldest child of
the Rev. Timothy Woodbridge (Harv. Coll. 1675), minis-
ter of the First Church in Hartford, and one of the
original Trustees of this College; and was the first cousin
of his classmate, Jared Eliot, his mother being Mehitabel,
daughter of the Hon. Samuel Wyllys, of Hartford, and
by previous marriages wife of the Rev. Daniel Russell
(Harv. Coll. 1669g), of Charlestown, Massachusetts, and
of the Rev. Isaac Foster (Harv. Coll. 1671), her third
husband’s predecessor in the pulpit of the Hartford
church. A younger half-brother, the Rev. Ashbel Wood-
bridge, graduated at Yale in 1724.

He probably studied divinity with his father, and resided
in Hartford until after the death, August 3, 1710, of his
cousin, the Rev. Dudley Woodbridge (Harv. Coll. 1694),
pastor at Simsbury, Connecticut. He had previously
(1707) become interested in the copper mines lately dis-
covered in that town, and was called, November 20, 1710,
on the advice of the neighboring ministers, to supply the
vacant pulpit, and proving acceptable to the town, was
invited to settle, at a meeting held March 19, 1710-11.
He was accordingly ordained there, November 13, 1712,
and continued in office until his death, August 28, 1742,
in the 56th year of his age.

He married, February 14, 1712, the widow of his pred-
ecessor, Dorothy, daughter of Joshua and Mary (Alcock)
Lamb, of Roxbury, Massachusetts. She survived her
husband a few years. Four sons and one daughter are
mentioned in his will ; the eldest son was graduated here in
1732, and the daughter married George Wyllys, of the
Class of 1729. ‘

His ministry was disturbed by a bitter controversy, which
began in 1725 (on an attempt to fix the site of a new meet-
ing-house which the town wished to erect), and was only

8
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ended by the division of the parish in 1736 into four soci-
eties. In the meantime, Mr. Woodbridge was repeatedly
obliged to appeal to the General Assembly for help in
collecting his salary.

He preached the annual election sermon, May 10, 1739,
of which a copy was as usual desired for publication, but
it does not appear to have been printed.

He resembled his cousin, Dr. Eliot, in his scientific
tastes ; we find him in 1707 one of the three contractors for
smelting the copper ore from the newly worked mine in that
part of Simsbury which is now Granby ; and after his death a
company which had been granted by the General Assembly
the monopoly of making iron into steel in the Colony,
petitioned for further indulgence as to time, because “the
Reverend Timothy Woodbridge, late of Symsbury, de-
ceased, was one of their assigns, on whom they principally
depended for the skill in preparing the furnace and making
the experiment.” This turn for business helped, it is said,
to increase his difficulties with his parishioners. At the
time of his death, he was classed as an *“Old Light.”

AUTHORITIES.
Conn. Colony Records, vii, viii, pas-  xxxii, 296. Phelps, Hist. of Simsbury,
sim. Mitchell, Woodbridge Record, 26, 55, 114. K. D. Smyth, College Courant,
235. N. E. Hist. and Geneal. Register, July 25, 1868, s1.
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Annals, 1706—07

The year 1706—07 opened with renewed objections on
the part of Killingworth people; who voted, November
7, that they were “ not willing to allow that the Collegiate
School be kept here, as it has been.” The long dispute
was closed by the death of the Rector, after a short illness,
on the sth of March, 1707, at the age of 61.

What is known of his life may be soon told. The
seeond son and third child of the Rev. Abraham Pierson
(B. A. Trin. Coll. Cambr. 1632), he was born (probably in
Southampton, Long Island) in 1645, and may perhaps
have been prepared for College at the Hopkins Grammar
School of New Haven, while his father was settled at
Branford. He was graduated at Harvard in 1668, and
probably studied theology with his father, then of Newark,
New Jersey. In June, 1669, he was applied to by a Com-
mittee from the neighboring town of Woodbridge, in that
Province, to help them in the work of the ministry. This
application brought to a crisis the arrangement of matters
in his father’s church, so that on July 28 the town of New-
ark unanimously voted, *“to call Mr. Abraham Pierson,
Jr., to be helpful to his father, in the exercise of his gifts
in the ministry, for the space of a year.” This temporary
arrangement continued until March, 1672, when he was
regularly called and settled as colleague-pastor. His father
dying August g, 1678, he remained in sole charge of the
church, until his dismission, in February or March, 16g2.
The cause of his dismission was some difference between
him and his people on the question of church government
or discipline ; he being in favor of ‘‘Scotch presbyterian-
ism,” as a grandson of his told President Stiles in 1780
(Stiles’ Diary, January 18). One of his pupils, Jonathan
Dickinson (Y. C. 1706), who was pastor of the neighbor-
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ing church of ‘Elizabeth, from 1709 to 1747, implies that
the people of Newark drove him away by unreasonable
harshness. (Cf. Stearns’ Hist. of 1st church of Newark,
88).

Quite a different view is taken by the Rev. Alexander
Macwhorter, (born 1734), in his Century Sermon, preached
at Newark in 1801, who says that he *possessed very
distinguished talents and accomplishments, but had neither
the meekness, patience, nor prudence of his father. Mat-
ters were peaceable in the town, and went well in the
church, while the father lived ; but soon after his death,
some became weary with the young man. His abilities,
and the pride of directing, were far beyond anything that
the congregation had been accustomed to witness.”

The fact that he was about 47 years of age when dis-
missed, and had been sole pastor for thirteen and a half’
years, detracts somewhat from Dr. Macwhorter’s interpre-
tation of events.

Immediately upon his dismission, he sold his housc and
lands in Newark, and returned to Connecticut. He
preached for a couple of years in the First Church in
Greenwich, but left there on account of a bitter contro-
versy respecting the location of a new meeting-house ; and
towards the end of the year 1694 was settled as the second
pastor of the church in Killingworth. Here his stipend
was £60 “country pay” (or 440 currency) a year, with
the use of a house and orchard and pasture land. The
church flourished under his ministry,—some fifty-five per-
sons being added ; its material prosperitv is evidenced by
the fact that in 1700 a new meeting-house was built, and in
1703 a bell was procured from England; the first school-
house was also built in 1703.

None of his writings appeared in his lifetipme. A letter
to Increase Mather, dated 1681, has since been print’ed
(Collections of the Mass. Historical Society, 4th series, viii,
6o1); there is also, in the unprinted “ Mather Papers”
referred to in the last named volume, a long essay by him
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“respecting the true interpretation of Dan. 12.” The
. College also possesses several of his manuscripts; among
them is a book containing notes made by him during his
student-life at Harvard, on Logic, Theology, and Physics,
and so throwing light on the probable compass of the man-
uscript text-book on Physics compiled by him, which was
handed down from one College generation to another for
some twenty-five years, until superseded by Clarke's Latin
translation of Rohault’s 7ra:té de Physiqgue. The Har-
vard notes on Physics seem (from an inscription attached)
to have been derived in like manner from the teachings of
the Rev. Jonathan Mitchel (Harv. Coll. 1647) ; they are
rather metaphysical than mathematical in form, and it
is even difficult to determine what theories of physical
astronomy the writer held ; suffice it to say that he ranged
himself somewhere in the wide interval between the Ptole-
maic theory (generally abandoned a hundred years earlier)
and the Newtonian theory (hardly known to any one in
this part of the world until the eighteenth century); in
other words, while recognizing that the earth is round and
that there is such a force as gravity, there is no proof
that he had got beyond Copernicus to Kepler and Galileo.

He preached the Election Sermon in May, 1700; but
no copy was requested for publication, that compliment
not being customary at so early a date.

The materials for an estimate of his influence in shaping
the infant College are very scanty ; it is certain, however,
that he was regarded in 1701 as one of the leaders of the
clergy of Southern Connecticut, and that his selection for
the rectorship was not a haphazard one. The few testimo-
nies preserved to us, relating to his term of office, give
emphatically the impression that the Rector was energetic
and efficient, according to his opportunities.

The only description of the Rector’s personal appear-
ance that has come down to us is preserved in a letter
written from Killingworth by his great-grandson to Presi-
dent Stiles, in 1788, which says:
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“T have conversed with a woman who was born and brought up
in this town, and is almost g1 years of age, but retains her reason
and memory. She tells me that she has seen said Mr. Abraham
Pierson and heard him preach often; she says he was something
taller than a middle size, a fleshy, well-favoured and comely-look-
ing man, and she remembers that the people set very much by him
and esteemed him an exceeding pious good man and an excellent
preacher; particularly she says she remembers that he was a very
kind and charitable man to the poor and indigent, who in a special
manner lamented his death.”

Rector Clap, in his Annals (p. 14), describes him as

“a hard Student, a good Scholar, a great Divine, and a wise, steady
and judicious Gentleman in all his Conduct: He was for many
Years a faithful and well respected Pastor of the Church in Kil-
lingworth, and after he was chosen Rector, he instructed and
governed the Infant College with general Approbation; and com-
posed a System of Natural Philosophy, which the Students recited
for many Years.”

He was married (probably about 1673) to Abigail,
daughter of George and Sarah Clark, of Milford; she
was baptized in Milford, February 5, 1653—4, and died
in Killingworth, March 15, 1726~7, aged 73 years. She is
buried by her husband’s side; and from the circumstance
that the stones which mark their graves (in the northwest
part of the cemetery in Clinton) are of the same pattern,
and the further circumstance that on his stone the ¢ Colle-
giate School” is referred to as the “ College,” I infer that
both were erected after the widow’s death.

The Rector had a family of three sons and six daugh-
ters; the older sons (Abraham, died 1752, and James, died
1750) lie buried beside their parents; the youngest son,
John, was a graduate of the College, in the class of 1711.
Numerous descendants perpetuate the family name.

The Rector left no will. The inventory of his estate,
on file in the Probate office at New London, is printed
herewith :—-

An Inventory of the Estate of the Reverd Mr, Abraham Pierson,
Teacher of the Church of Christ at Killingworth who deceaced y*
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5 day of March, 1704 as it was presented to us,and apprised by us,
whose names are under writen, according to the best of our under-
standings, his Liberary being apprised by the Rever! Mr. Timothy
Woodbridge, the Rever!® Mr. Nodiah Russell, and Mr. Phineas
Fiske.

£ s d.
Imprimis, his woolen, and linen cloathes, hatts, shoes and boots,_...._. 038!05!00
Itim his Liberary,. . ... oo o .. 054 00,00
Itim bedsieds, beds, woolen beding, coverleds, and curtains,..._______. 079 07|00
Itim armes, amunition, and other necessarys belonging therto,__.._._... voo7'o4 (%)
Item cubbards, Tabels, and carpits, chests, boxes, chaiers and formes | t
and cushins, .. .. ‘018 1406
Itern Puterand brass, ... ... ... iioiiiii.o- !014 1000
Item Table and bed linen, .. . ... L .. ... 'ug 0300
Item Iron ware in y® house, fire irons, razor, sickels, shears, combs | ‘
and knives,. ... . iieiecaaaaa- |o11|12/00
Item in plate, shoe buckle, buttons, tobaco-box, tongs, chains, and , ‘
0T 0T T 4:16 08
Item a case with glass bottles, earthen ware, money-scals,and draft leatherloog 1106
Item comed woosted, linen yams, black stuﬂ‘ hollan and bags, .__.__._. 01006 00
Item 3 barrels of sider, other barr'ls, tubbs, spining wheals and l
other lumber, . ... ... L ... 007 19 00
Item neats cattle, horses, swine, and a part mantle,_._...__.._ ... .. ___ o75;xg'oo
Item utensells for husbandry and tobaco,. ... ... .. ... _...___ o16 03 '06
Item houseings, barn and orchard, lands and meadow at Killingworth__'358 10,00
Item Lands and meadow at Milford,.. .. .. _ . .. __ . .. _________. ‘100 00,00
Item Lands at Caugingchauge, - . ..o ... '080'00 00
Item house and barn, lands and meadow at Saybrook,_..._._._.__........ fizoo?oo!oo
Item Yarn for blankits and fish-nett, ... . . ... ......____._____ ioo2'15/00
Totall,_ . ... 1218 16 02
Debts already knowne, £ s. d.
due to the Estate,...... 55 02 00,
due from y* Estate,..... 33 07 oo.

SAMUEL BUELL,
JOHN GRISWOLD,
JOHN SHEPHAR,

June the 3d, 1708

The Administrator’'s Accoumpt of the Estate of the Reverd Mr, Abraham Pier-
son of Killingworth.

Debts appearing since Inventoryd, }
£ s d. . Cr. or aded to s? Estate.
To severall persons..... 09 00 00. by an out divition of land laid out since
y* Inventory at £20.
Itim a pece of out land in East New-
iarsay, ... R 30 00 00

Totall,_. __....... 50 00 00

ABIGAIL PIERSON.
her x mark.
ABRAHAM PIERSON,
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In the College Library is preserved an oak chair (pre-
sented in 1841 by the Rev. John E. Bray, of Seymour,
Connecticut), which is said by a tradition in the Pierson
family to have been owned and used by the Rector.

A silver tankard, which belonged to Rector Pierson, is
in the possession of Judge Ashbel Green, of New York,
his great-great-great-grandson.

A sketch (in manuscript) of the College history, written
by Tutor Samuel Johnson in 1717, states that on the Rec-
tor’s death, the Trustees met together and chose the Rev.
Samuel Andrew, of Milford, Rector, “ ordering part of the
scholars to wait on him for their instruction at Milford till
the end of the year; Mr. [Tutor Phineas] Fisk by the order
of some of them with the other classes going over to Say-
brook, where they had designed to be, and thus it contin-
ued till Commencement.”

The special fitness of Mr. Andrew’s appointment as Rec-
tor lay, probably, in the experience he had had during a
five years’ (1679-84) residence at Harvard College as Fel-
low of the Corporation, in which office he had been obliged
during two vacancies in the Presidency to discharge a large
part of the duties of that position.

At Commencement, on the 1oth day of September, the
Trustees met, and chose Mr. James Hale (Harv. Coll
1703, and a nephew of Revs. James and Moses Noyes,
two of the Trustees) Tutor, to assist Mr. Fiske at Saybrook,
in the absence of a resident Rector, Mr. Andrew being
only expected to attend and preside at Commencements.
The arrangement with Mr. Andrew was probably viewed
as a temporary one ; and this idea is confirmed by the fact
that the trusteeship which he would have vacated by accept-
ing the rectorship was not now filled; at a later time it
was so filled.
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Sketches, Class of 1707

¥Samuel Lynde, A.M.,Colon.Conn.Cur. Super. Jurid. *1754

*Samuel Welles, A.M. v ‘1770
®Daniel Chapman, A M. ' ‘1741
& Thomas Tousey ‘1761
*Daniel Taylor, A.M. ‘1748

DaxierL CHapPmaN was born in Saybrook, Connecticut,
March 14, 1688—9, the third son and child of Deacon
Nathaniel Chapman, of Saybrook, by his wife Mary, daugh-
ter of John Collins, of Guilford, Connecticut.

He studied theology, and during a part of the year
1708-09 taught school in Guilford, and as one of his pupils,
Samuel Johnson (Y. C. 1714), has left on record, made
“a tolerable instructor.”

The parish of West Farms, in Fairfield, ‘Connecticut
(since the Revolution called Green’s Farms, and now
included in the town of Westport), was constituted by the
General Assembly in May, 1711, and on the 12th day of
the next month the first parish meeting was held, at which
it was voted to give Mr. Chapman an annual salary of £70
for preaching. He began his labors at once, and was
admitted to membership in the Church in Fairfield, March
15, 1712~13, and in 1713 the parish voted to build him a
dwelling-house ; but it was not till October 26, 1715, that
the church of eight members was gathered, and the pastor
ordained. During his ministry the number of church mem-
bers increased tenfold. In July, 1741, the parish appointed
a committee to prosecute charges against him for intemper-
ance ; Fairfield West Consociation met September 13, to
try him, and he was dismissed. He died in Green’s Farms,
November 28, 1741, aged 52 years.

A year or two before his settlement he married Grissel

9
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Lovel (or Lovewell), from the island of Cape Breton, who
died June 10, 1754, in her 57th year. They had five sons,
and two daughters,—the eldest child graduating at this
college in 1738 ; all the children survived their father.

AUTHORITIES.

Chandler, Life of S. Johnson, 3. bull, January 29, 1799. Relyea, Histor-
Chapman Family, 192. Davies, Sermon  ical Discourse, 1865, 25; MS. letter,
at Green’s Farms, 1839, p. 15. Rev. December 2, 1876,

Hez. Ripley, MS. letter to Rev. B. Trum.-

SamueL LvyNpE was born in Saybrook, October 29,
1689, the elder son and second child of Nathaniel Lynde,
a man of wealth and position in Saybrook, a son of the
Hon. Simon Lynde, of Boston, and the brother of one
Chief-Justice of Massachusetts, and uncle of another. As
early as 1702 this Nathaniel Lynde had offered to the Col-
lege a house and lot of land on Saybrook Point, if it would
remove thither and remain; though the formal deed did
not pass until 1708, it is probable that by the time his son
graduated, the school was already established in this its sec-
ond domicil. The graduate’s mother was Susanna, only
daughter of Deputy-Governor Francis Willoughby, of
Charlestown, Massachusetts.

Samuel Lynde spent his life in his native town, engaged
in business as a merchant, and also much employed with
public duties. He was a justice of the peace from 1721,
and in 1729 became judge of the New London County
Court, so continuing until appointed in May, 1752, a judge
of the Superior Court of the Colony, which office he held
till his death. He represented the town in the General
Assembly in May, 1724, and in eleven subsequent sessions,
until in 1730 he was elected one of the Upper House, or
“ouncil, which position he retained until his death. He
was also for many years (appointed in 1739) a colonel in
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the militia. From 1730 until his death he was one of the
guardians or overseers of the Mohegan Indians.

He died of a fever, in Saybrook, September 19, 1754,
in his 65th year, leaving an estate valued at over £11,000.
The inventory includes about 230 books.

His first wife, Rebecca, daughter of Major John Clark,
of Saybrook, to whom he was married April 4, 1710, died
January 20, 1716. He had by her a son, Willoughby, who
graduated at this College in 1732, but died before his
father, leaving one son.

His second wife was Lucy, daughter of Major Edward
Palmes, of New London, and widow of Samuel Gray, of
the same town ; she died December 27, 1737, leaving no
children. He married again, widow Hannah Huntington,
of Norwich, who survived him. -

AUTHORITIES.
Caulkins, Hist. of New London, 360. Hist. and Geneal, Register, iv, 139. R.D.
Field, Statist. Accountof Middlesex Co.,,  Smytk, in College Courant, August 8,
104. Lynde Diaries, viii, 178. N. £. 1868, p. 83.

DanieL TAYLOR, son of Justice Daniel Taylor, of Say-
brook, Connecticut, is said to have been born in that town,
January 15, 1684 [?]*. It is probable that his mother was
a daughter of Humphrey Davie, of Boston, and later of
Hartford.

He studied theology, and was also engaged in teaching ;
for example, he was employed as schoolmaster in his native
town, by vote of April 23, 1713. From a later date in
1713 to 1717, he preached to the Presbyterian Church in
Nissequag, a village in Smithtown, Suffolk County, Long
Island, where he received a grant of land from the proprie-
tors for his services.

In 1721, or earlier, he was settled over what was called
“the Mountain Society,” or ““ the Church at Newark Moun-

* The date does not appear on the town records.
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tains,” which had been organized about 1719 from the First
Church in Newark, New Jersey, of which the Rev. Joseph
Webb, Jr. (Y. C. 1715), was then pastor. This society is
now included in the town of Orange. He remained in this
office until his death, after a brief illness, January 8, 1747-8,
in (says his tombstone) “the 57th year of his age.” He
describes himself in his will (dated December 21, 1747), as
“aged and infirm.” His first wife, Jemima, died in Smith-
town, April 20, 1716, aged 24 years, and is there buried.
He is said to have married again, before coming to New-
ark, and to have been greatly afflicted by the bodily and
consequent mental weakness of his second wife, who died
soon after his removal. He had a third wife, Elizabeth, to
‘whom he was married as early as 1726, and who after his
death married a Hedden, and was living in 1765. He left
four sons and three daughters.

He was ardently interested in the controversy between
the East-Jersey purchasers of lands from the Indians and
the agents of the proprietors who derived their claims from
the sovereignty of the English crown. In this behalf he is
sometimes said to have been concerned in the preparation
of a pamphlet (signed by “Griffin Jenkin”) printed in
New York in 1745 and entitled “ A Brief Vindication of
the Purchassors against the Propritors in a Christian Man-
ner.” (4°, pp. xi, 37.) [A copy is in the Library of the
New Jersey Historical Society. ]

In the “ Publication of the Council of the Proprietors of
East-New-Jersey of September 14, 1747,” he is described
as ‘“ Secretary, Scribe and Councellor to the worthy Com-
mittee [of the purchasers] in their several late Performances
in News Papers, Petitions,” &c.,—implying that both by his
sermons and by his publications he had been active in this
cause. Also, in a letter from James Alexander, the New
York lawyer, dated Séptember 1, 1747, and referring to the
same purchasers, is this sentence : “I suppose Parson Tay-
lor is the Composer of all their Papers; I should be very
Glad that Sufficient Evidence were Got of it.”
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It is reported that under his influence his church remained
Congregational during his life, being the only church con-
tinuing of that form of government in the Province.
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Tuomas Tousey was the only surviving son of Thomas
Tousey, of Wethersfield, who was the son of Richard
Tousey, of Saybrook.

He studied theology, and is said to have first preached
in Hebron, Connecticut. In May, 1713, he began to preach
in the new settlement of Newtown, Connecticut, and in
July, 1714, terms of settlement were agreed upon. In
May, 1715, the General Assembly authorized the gathering
of a church, and Mr. Tousey was ordained pastor, October
19, 1715. He relinquished his charge, however, in March,
1724, and memorialized the General Assembly two months
later to secure the receipt of his last year’s dues (£60 and
firewood). He alleged that he was ““ sore broken in health
and as it may seem refusing recovery;” per contra, some
of his flock filed charges of his unsatisfactoriness as a
pastor.

He was a large land-holder, and later became the most
influential civilian in Newtown. He was commissioned a
Captain in the militia in October, 1727, and thenceforwards
was known by his new title. From 1728 until his death
he was a justice of the peace, and in 1747-8 and 1751

served as representative to the General Assembly for four
sessions. He died in Newtown, March 14, 1761, aged 71.
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He married in 1717, Hannah, daughter of Captain
Samuel] Clark, of Milford, Connecticut, and through his
descendants the name has been honorably perpetuated in
Connecticut.

His wife’s father died in 1725, leaving a large landed
estate, but no will; and the eldest son, Samuel Clark, Jr.,
of Milford, appealed to the Superior Court for a reversal
of the decree of the New Haven Probate Court (dated
February 28, 1726-7), dividing the estate, real as well as
personal, according to the old law of the Colony (1699)
equally among all the children, excepting a double portion
to the eldest son. Before this appeal was acted on, a
similar appeal made by another party had been carried to
England, and unexpectedly sustained by the King in
Council, on the ground that the Connecticut statute was
contrary to the laws of the realm. The principle involved
was important, since the titles to land acquired under the
old law would be unsettled if the law were pronounced
invalid ; and when Samuel Clark, Jr., having compounded
with all the other co-heirs, was unable to overawe Captain
Tousey, all the Colony was interested. Clark carried his
appeal to England, and in 1742 the General Assembly
voted /500 to Captain Tousey for the defence of his suit,
and instructed the Colony’s Agent in London to retain
able counsel to assist and defend him. He did not go to
England himself, but in July, 1745, an order was finally
passed in Council dismissing Clark’s petition.
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SaMUEL WELLES, third child and eldest son of Captain
Samuel Welles, Jr., and his wife Ruth, daughter of Edmund
and Mercy Rice, was born in that part of the ancient town
of Wethersfield, Connecticut, lying east of the Connecti-
cut River, on the 24th of December, 168g. Two days
later, the inhabitants voted their consent for this portion to
become a separate township; an act of incorporation was
obtained in 16go, and the new settlement received the
name of Glastonbury two years later.

He studied theology, and was ordained, on the sth of
December, 1711, the second pastor of the Church in Leb- -
anon, Connecticut. The pulpit had been vacant for up-
wards of three years, and it is probable that he had preached
there for some time before ordination. On the 15th of
September, 1719, he married Hannah Arnold, born Decem-
ber 20, 1695, the only child of Barachiah Arnold, of Bos-
ton. Her father had died in 1703, and her mother (Abigail,
daughter of Deacon Theophilus Frary), who survived until
1725, scems to have accumulated a considerable property
by shop-keeping ; the Boylston Market (corner of Wash-
ington and Boylston Streets, Boston) was built on land
brought by Hannah Welles to her husband. In conse-
quence of this marriage, and the need of looking after his
wife's property, he was dismissed in 1722 from his pastoral
charge,—the vote of the church to this effect being
confirmed by the council which met (December 4, 1722)
to ordain his successor. He removed to Boston, where he
accumulated more wealth, becoming one of the richest men
of the town, and highly respected. He joined the Old
South Church, by letter from the First Church in Leb-
anon, April 23, 1728. He was from 1727 to 1734 a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, and in that capacity
was the author of many of the later papers in the memora-
ble controversy with Governor Burnet regarding his salary.
(Hutchinson’s Hist. of Mass,, ii, 348.)

As early as 1729 he was appointed a Justice of the
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Peace. He was a member of the Governor's Council, in
1735-38, 1740, 1747, and 1748,* and from January 8, 1755,
until his death, wasa Judge of the Court of Common Pleas
for Suffolk County. It will further serve to show the
position which he held, to mention some of the special
duties entrusted to him. In June, 1733, he was one of a
committee of five, to express the thanks of the House to
General Oglethorpe; in September, 1765, he was one of
a committee of seven (including James Otis and Samuel
Adams) to convey similar sentiments to General Conway
and Colonel Barré, for their speeches in Parliament in
favor of the Colonies. In 1754 he was at the head of the
Massachusetts delegation (though Governor Hutchinson
was also of the number) to the memorable Congress at
Albany of Commissioners from the Colonies, before which
Franklin brought his plan of union.

This convention, Governor Hutchinson wrote in his
History (iii, 20), ““ was the most deserving of respect of any
which had ever been convened in America, whether we
consider the Colonies which were represented, the rank and
characters of the delegates, or the purposes for which it
was convened.” Three of the five Massachusetts delegates
were Yale graduates.

In 1756, he was on a commission, with Hutchinson and
Sir William Pepperrell, to meet Lord Loudon (Commander
in Chief of the British Forces in America) in Albany, to
devise means for relieving Massachusetts from her war-
debt ; and in 1757 he was a Commissioner of the Province
at a conference in Boston between Lord Loudon and the
delegates of the New England Colonies, respecting the
prosecution of the war against the French.

He died in Boston, May 20, 1770, in his 81st year, hav-
ing reached a greater age than any preceding graduate of
the College, and having been for seven years the senior
surviving graduate. His wife died in Boston, “after a
long indisposition,” October 14, 1765, in her 7oth year.

* He was also chosen in 1734, but declined to serve.
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His two sons, Samuel and Arnold, graduated at Harvard
College, in 1744 and 1745, respectively, standing at the
head of their classes in the order of family rank, and leav-
ing families who have maintained a distinguished position
in society. His only daughter died without issue.
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At the end of November, 1707, the colony lost its Gov-
ernor, Fitz John Winthrop, by death; and at a special
session of the General Assembly convened in December,
the Rev. Gurdon Saltonstall (Harv. Coll. 1684), of New
London, was chosen his successor. Mr. Saltonstall, as Gov-
ernor Winthrop’s pastor and intimate friend, had been his
chief adviser and executive during a long period of the
Governor’s invalidism, and thus had the run of the Colony
business more thoroughly than any one else. Besides his
reputation as an accomplished divine, he was well known
through the colony as a man of good general knowledge
and solid judgment. At the first session of the Assembly
over which he presided, in May, 1708, an order was
adopted,—partly as a result of the influence of the new
head of the colony,—appointing a Synod of pastors and
lay-delegates, to propose a scheme of ecclesiastical discipline.

10
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Sketches, Class of 1708

* Jonathan Russell, A M. *1759
*Johannes Prout, A.M., Thesaur. *1776
*Benjamin Allen, A M. *1754

BeEnjaMIN ALLEN was born in Tisbury, on the island of
Martha’s Vineyard, in the year 1680, the seventh son and
tenth child of James and Elizabeth (Perkins) Allen, of
Sandwich and Tisbury, and grandson of Samuel Allen, of
Braintree, Massachusetts.

He is said to have studied theology with the father of
his classmate Russell, in Barnstable, and in 1710 was preach-
ing for a few Sabbaths in Chatham, on Cape Cod. He
appears to have joined in the re-settlement of the town of
Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1715, and to have remained
there for two years ; and on August 18, 1717, he preached
for the first time in the newly incorporated (June 1, 1716)
South Parish in Bridgewater, Massachusetts. He was
ordained pastor in Bridgewater, July g, 1718, “but being
an unsuccessful manager of his private secular concerns, he
fell into debt, and his parish after often relieving him,
became at last weary of it, and he was dismissed by an
ecclesiastical council.” He preached his last sermon there,
October 11, 1730.

His next field of labor was in Falmouth, then the most
considerable town in the Province of Maine,—including
the present city of Portland and the town of Cape Eliza-
beth. The inhabitants of the part of Falmouth then called
‘“ Purpoodock,” now Cape Elizabeth, held a parish meet-
ing, September 18, 1733, and voted to build a meeting-
house, and called Mr. Allen to be their minister. A church
(the Second Church in Falmouth) was gathered, and the
pastor installed, November 10, 1734, the sermon being
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preached by the Rev. Samuel Willard (Harv. Coll. 1723),
of Biddeford. Mr. Allen retained this charge until his
death. He married, April 5, 1712, Elizabeth, daughter of
Deacon Job and Hannah (Taylor) Crocker, of Barnstable,
who was born May 15, 1688. His eldest daughter married
the Rev. Stephen Emery (Harv. Coll. 1730), of Chatham.
Another married the Rev. Caleb Upham (Harv. Coll
1744), of Truro, also on Cape Cod, and another the Rev.
Joseph Crocker (Harv. Coll. 1734), of the South parish in
Eastham, now Orleans.

The following sketch appeared in the Boston Gazette of

June 25, 1754 :

“ Falmouth, June 13,1754. No more Account having been given
of the late worthy Pastor of the 2d Church in this Town, the Rev.
Mr. Benjamin Allen, 1 think it proper to inform the Publick, that
the said Rev. Gentleman died here on Monday.the 6th of May last,
in the 65th year of his age; and on Thursday following was hon-
ourably interr’d at the Expense of his Flock. God sent him to us
in the height of his Powers and Usefulness and continued him a
Blessing for upwards of 20 years. He was justly accounted a Person
of superiour intellectual Powers, and withal a good Christian and
Minister of Jesus Christ, well accomplished for the sacred office and
faithful in Discharge of the Trust committed to him, as well in
pastoral Visits as publick Administrations, thereby making full
Proof of his Ministry, and being an Example to the Flock: His
Discourses were nervous and solid, his Method clear and natural,
his Delivery grave, serious and pathetick, more adapted to reach
the Hearers’ Hearts and Consciences, than with Words and Phrases
to gratify the Fancies of the curious. He was of a healthy, strong
Constitution, his Eye never dim while he lived ; and tho’ he used
a strong Voice, yet it was easy, and without straining, and seem’d
not to spend him for most of his Days. He was in some of his
last years much impair'd by Lethargick and repeated Shocks of
paralytic Disorders, yet continued in his Lord’s Works, till they
with a Fever returning with greater Force, Nature could no longer
bear up. . . . After being last seiz’d, he continued to the tenth Day,
but scarce speaking a Word, much disordered in his Senses, and
taking little Notice of any Thing. . . . He was exemplary in every
Relation, a kind Husband, a tender Father, a wise Counsellor and
affectionate, faithful Friend. His Conversation very agreeable
and entertaining; and tho’ so well accomplish’d a Person, he was
withal affable, condescending, humble and modest, never that I
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could observe or hear elated with Pride upon any Occasion. His
disconsolate Yokefellow continuesstill struggling with her Infirm-
ities, waiting for her change. He had Nine children, six of which
survive him, a Son and five Daughters.”
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Joun Prour, only son of John Prout, a sea-captain of-
New Haven, Connecticut (originally from Devonshire,
England), was born in New Haven, November 19, 1689.
His mother was Mary, widow of Daniel Hall, and daugh-
ter of Henry Rutherford, both of New Haven.

His life was spent in mercantile occupations in his native
town, where he was also much employed in public busi-
ness. In 1714 he was appointed Naval officer for this
port. On the death of John Alling, Treasurer of Yale
College, Mr. Prout was elected (April 5, 1717) by the
Trustees to that office, which he held until his retirement
in September, 1765. ’From 1727 to 1742 he was Probate
Clerk for the District of New Haven. He held for many
years an appointment as Justice of the Peace (for the first
time in 1735).

He died in New Haven, April 4, 1776, aged 86 years,
having been for almost six years the oldest living graduate,
and having attained a greater age than any of his prede-
Cessors.

He married, in 1712, Sybil, daughter of John Howell,
of Southampton, Long Island. She was born August o,
1691, and died in New Haven, February 5, 1782. Of their
eight children, two daughters only survived them, one of
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them the wife of the Rev. Samuel Bird, minister of the
White Haven Church in New Haven. The oldest child,
John Prout, Jr., graduated at this College in 1732.

The following is an extract from the notice of Mr.
Prout’s death in the New Haven paper of the week after:

“On Tuesday was taken with distressing pains, and on Thurs-
day departed this life, Joun Prour, Esq., in the 87th year of his
age, who lived in a married state with her he has now left a widow
64 years; who in life was intrusted with several important offices,
particularly that of Treasurer of Yale College, and Justice of the
Peace; all which he performed with honour and fidelity. Anda
sermon was delivered the Lord’s Day following, suitable to the
occasion and character of the deceased, by the Rev'd Chauncey
Whittelsey, from Job g5, 26. In the death of this aged gentleman,
mankind are deprived of a benevolent friend, the church of God
of a sincere and praying member and brother, the distressed
injured country of a true and cordial friend and well wisher to its
important liberties and privileges, the widow of a most loving and
faithful husband, the children of a tender father, neighbours and
acquaintances of an agreeable, entertaining and undisguised friend,
generally if not universally belov'd.” . . .

His tombstone calls him “a Gentleman of an Estab-
lished Character for Probity and seriousness.” President
Stiles speaks of his social and communicative disposition,
and adds, “ He was the gentleman and the Christian.”
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JoNnaTHAN RusseLL was born in Barnstable, Massachu-
setts, February 24, 168g—go. His father, the Rev. Jon-
athan Russell, son of the Rev. John Russell (Harv. Col-
lege 1645), of Hadley, and brother of the Rev. Samuel
Russel (Harv. 1681), of Branford, an early Trustee of
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Yale College, was himself graduated at Harvard in 1675,
and was ordained the minister of Barnstable, September
19, 1683; his wife was Martha, daughter of the Rev.
Joshua Moody, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Their
elder son, John (see above, p. 27), had graduated at Har-
vard in 1704.

He studied theology, probably with his father, and after
his father’s death (February 20, 1710-11) succeeded him
in the pulpit. He was called to the pastorate, May 1,
1712, and was ordained October 29, on a salary of £8o.
He died in office, September 10, 1759, aged 69 years.
The historian of the Cape says that he ‘“was noted for his
_early piety, talents, and assiduity in his professional duties.”
During his ministry of forty-seven years, he received into
the church two hundred and forty-two communicants.
Some four or five years after his ordination, the town was
amicably divided into two parishes, and he chose to
remain with the West Parish.

He married, December 26, 1715, Mercy, daughter of
Colonel John Otis, of Barnstable, an aunt of James Otis,
the patriot of the Revolution. She was born October 15,

1693.
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In compliance with the order of the General Assembly,
(page 73), a Synod was held at the house of the Rev. Thomas
Buckingham, in Saybrook, on Thursday, the gth day of
September, 1708, composed of twelve ministers and four
laymen—eight of the twelve ministers being Trustees of the
Collegiate School, who had been in attendance at the
annual Commencement the day before. The famous part
of the doings of the Synod (see the Historical Discourse
delivered in 1859 by Dr. Leonard Bacon) was a platform
of discipline, which was ratified by the next General
Assembly, and is widely known as the * Saybrook Plat-
form,” a vza media between the more pronounced Congre-
gationalism of Massachusetts Bay and the Presbyterianism
of the Southward.

On the same day with this historic event, the deed of
gift from Mr. Lynde of the house and lot in Saybrook,
which he had offered the Trustees six years before, was
executed, and formal possession of the property was taken.
It is not certain that the house was occupied; the only
evidence bearing on the subject is a stray memorandum of
the doings of the Trustees some years later (1714), author-
izing an agent “to lease out Mr. Lynde's donation to the
Collegiate School not exceeding three years; liberty of
pasture of an horse for each of the tutors being reserved
out of it.”

Later in the College year, on the 1st of April, 1709, the
Rev. Thomas Buckingham, second in age among the
Trustees, and for forty-three years pastor of Saybrook, died
in his 63d year.

Before the end of this year, by the foresight of Gov-
ernor Saltonstall, the Colony was provided with a printing
press, which was set up in New London, the place of the
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Governor’s residence. (Thomas, Hist. of Printing in
America, 2d,ed,, i, 184.)

At Commencement in 1709 a class of nine members—
larger than any before—was graduated. Mr. Azariah
Mather (class of 1705) was chosen to the tutorship, in
place of James Hale, who had left “upon some uneasi-
ness,” says Johnson.

Sketches, Class of 1709

*Jeremias Miller, A.M. ‘1756
*Guilielmus Russell, A.M., Tutor, Socius ‘1761
*Josephus Smith, A.M. *1769
*Nathanael Burnham, A.M. ‘1754
* Benjamin Woolsey, A M. 1723 ‘1756
*Richardus Sacket, A.M. ‘1727
* Josephus Noyes, A.M., Tutor, Socius ‘1761
*Daniel Boardman, A.M. ‘1744

*Josias Deming, A.M. ‘1761

DanieL BoarpMaN, second son of Daniel and Hannah
(Wright) Boardman, of Wethersfield, Connecticut, was
born in Wethersfield, July 12, 1687. Immediately after
graduation, he took charge of the Hopkins Grammar
School in Hadley, Massachusetts, where he continued for
one session, or eight months. He then studied theology,
and when the dozen families which constituted the settle-
ment of New Milford, Connecticut, desired early in 1712 to
have regular preaching, he was sent to them, and on March
17, received a call, in accordance with which he remained
as their minister. In October, 1713, the General Assem-
bly gave the town liberty to raise money by tax for build-
ing him a dwelling-house. It was not, however, until
November 21, 1716, that a church (of thirteen members)
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was gathered, and the pastor ordained. A meeting-house
was completed in 1720. In this charge Mr. Boardman
continued till his death, from consumption, September 235,
1744, at the age of 57. During his ministry 225 persons
were added to the church. '

He was married, February 20, 1716, to Hannah Wheeler,
of Stratford, who died June 20, 1719, leéving one daugh-
ter. He married again, November 1, 1720, Jerusha, widow
of Ebenezer Seelye, of Stratfield (now Bridgeport), and
daughter of Deacon David Sherman, of Stratfield. She
was born in June, 1693, and died August 30, 1777.
Their children were four daughters, and one son. Of the
daughters, one married the Rev. Nathaniel Taylor (Y. C.
1745), her father's successor in the pulpit, and another
married the Rev. Daniel Farrand (College of N. J. 1750),
of Canaan, Connecticut.

Besides the skillful administration of a large parish, Mr.
Boardman was eminent for his success in gaining the con-
fidence of the Indians, who made New Milford their prin-
cipal rendezvous in Litchfield County.

His only appearance in print which I have noticed is in
a letter, dated November 16, 1742, detailing the rise of
the ““ new light” enthusiasts in Connecticut, and printed
in Dr. Charles Chauncy’s Seasonable Thoughts on the
State of Religion in New-England (Boston, 1743, 8°),
pages 202-09; his sympathies were with the opposite

party.
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NaTHANIEL BURNHAM was the third son and fourth
child of William and Elizabeth Burnham of Wethersfield,
Connecticut. An elder brother, William, graduated at
Harvard College in 1702, and settled in the ministry in
Kensington, Connecticut.

In 1710 he appears to have been teaching the New
London Grammar School. He also appears to have
studied theology, as at a subsequent date (1720) the inhab-
itants of Newington parish, in Wethersfield, appointed a
committee to treat with him to come and preach for them.

He settled in his native town, where he inherited a large
landed property. He was a surveyor, and the Colony
authorities often called on him for professional services or
advice (as appears by the Colony Records, at various dates
from 1714 to 1733). In particular, he was in 1714 the
surveyor appointed by the Governor and Council to attend
the Commissioners from Connecticut in running the line
between this Colony and the Province of Massachusetts,
and three years later was added to the number of the Com-
missioners. He was also employed in the public affairs of
Wethersfield, and represented the town in the General
Assembly at six sessions between 1722 and 1733.

He died in Wethersfield, December 16, 1754, aged about
65 years. He married, May 5, 1714, Mehitabel, second
daughter of Major John and Hannah (Talcott) Chester, of
Wethersfield. She was born January 29, 1688—9g, and died
March 18, 1773. They had four sons and one daughter,
of whom two sons survived him. The daughter married
Elisha Williams, Jr. (Y. C. 1735).
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Josian DeEmiNG was the youngest son of Ebenezer
and Sarah Deming, and the grandson of John and Honor
(Treat) Deming, all of Wethersfield, Connecticut.

He studied theology and preached, but was never
ordained. He lived in Newington Parish, in his native
town, and there died, August 12, 1761, in his 73d year.
He was a person of weight and prominence in the affairs
of the parish; he was, for instance, their agent to inter-
cede with the General Assembly, in 1748, for compensa-
tion for the loss of their minister, the Rev. Simon Backus
(Y. C. 1724), in the Colony service. He also held various
town offices, such as that of selectman., He married,
December 8, 1714, Prudence, daughter of Captain James
and Ann (Welles) Steele, of Wethersfield. She was born,
January 17, 1693, and died July 10, 1752. By her he had
three sons and one daughter. He next married, August 11,
1756, Experience Smith, who survived him, with two
daughters, besides the children of his first wife.

AUTHORITIES.

Chapin, Glastenbury, 163. Goodwin, College Courant, Aug. 15, 1868, 99.
Genealogical Notes, 260. N. E. Hist. 7alotf, Genealogical Notes, sor.
and Geneal. Register, xvi, 265, Savage, Welles, Annals of Newington, 56, 106,
Geneal. Dict., ii, 35. R. D. Smyth, 113,115,

JErREMIAH MILLER was the son of George Miller, of
East Hampton, Long Island, a magistrate and member of
the Assembly of the Province of New York.

He studied medicine, and in 1711 settled in New Lon-
don, Connecticut. To his practice as a physician he added
in earlier years the business of teaching, and in 1714 became
principal of the New London Grammar School. This
position he held for twelve or fifteen years. He was one
of the representatives of the town in seventeen sessions of
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the General Assembly, between 1732 and 1749. From
1735 he was a Justice of the Peace. In 1737 he was
appointed naval officer of the port,—New London being
the only port for the entry and clearing of large vessels in
the Colony,—and so continued until his death. =He was
also much employed in other public business. In May,
1749, he was appointed Judge of Probate for the County
of New London, but at the next session of the Assembly
he appeared and declined the office. He died in New
London, March 15, 1756, in the 67th year of his age.

He married, March 2, 1717-18, Mary, second daughter
of Gurdon Saltonstall (Harv. Coll. 1684), Governor of
Connecticut from 1708 to 1724. She was born February
15, 1691-2. They had six sons and one daughter; one
of the sons, Jeremiah, was in his turn a prominent inhabi-
tant of New London.

The following is from an obituary notice in the Connect-
icut Gazette for March 27 :—

“He had been in a poor State of Health a considerable Time,
during which his Behaviour had the firmness of a good Christian,
and good Man. . . . In the various Stations of private Life, he
discharged every Duty with Piety and Exactness; he was an affec-
tionate kind Husband; an endearing and loving Father, a sincere
and steady Friend; to his Servants a tender and careful Master ; to
his Associates an easy and often facetious Companion, grave with-
out severity, and witty without ill Nature. . . The impartial Admin-
istration of Law and Justice, and the Good of his King and Coun-
try, were the moving Springs of his Actions; his Views neither
centered in himself nor his Family, they were dilated universally,
and took in the Whole. Zhreats could not alarm him, Bribes could
not allure him.”
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Josepun Noves was born in Stoningion, Connecticut,
October 16, 1688. He was the fourth, and youngest sur-
viving, son of the Rev. James Noyes, Jr. (Harv. Coll.
1659), senior member of the original board of Trustees of
Yale College, and for over fifty years the minister of Ston-
ington ; his mother was Dorothy, daughter of Thomas
Stanton, of Stonington, the famous Indian interpreter.

He studied theology, probably with his father, and was
licensed to preach by the New London Association, May
2, 1710. In September, 1710, he entered on a tutorship
in College, which office he held for the five following years.
His reputation at this time is indicated by an extract from
President Stiles, given in the sketch of Phineas Fiske (see
above, p. 20). In November, 1714, the pastor of New
Haven, the Rev. James Pierpont, was removed by death,
and while the church was delaying the choice of a successor,
Mr. Noyes received a call from Stonington, given in town-
meeting, April 14, 1715, to become colleague-pastor with
his father (now over 75 years of age), on a salary of £7o.
The call included a proposition that one of the joint pastors
should preach statedly in the outskirts of the town “to the
people living remote from the meeting-house,” and perhaps
on this account, perhaps because he had reason to expect
another and more attractive call, he declined this.

Meantime the New Haven people had sent a request
(March 22, 1715) to the Mathers and other Boston minis-
ters to suggest candidates to them ; but when the Society
met, July 1, 1715, ““to nominate a man to carry on the
work of the ministry on probation,” Mr. Noyes received
86 votes, and Samuel Cooke (Y. C. 1705) received 45.
An annual salary, of £120, was offered him in September,
but with the deliberation which was customary at that
period, his ordination did not take place until July 4, 1716,
almost a year after he had entered on his pastoral labors,
He preached his own ordination sermon, from Jeremiahi, 7.

In the first year of his ministry he was largely instru-
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mental in promoting the removal of the College to New
Haven, by his exertions in raising subscriptions (himseif
offering £20); and when the College was actually settled
here, he further aided it in its need by hearing for two
years nearly all the recitations of the Senior class.

For twenty years, his ministry seems to have been
entirely acceptable and prosperous; but with the ““ Great
Revival,” which began to be felt here as early as 1735, came
a spirit of dissatisfaction with the methods of his preaching.

The rising discontent was fanned by the interference of
the Rev. James Davenport (Y. C. 1732), who came to
New Haven in September, 1741, as an itinerant imitator
of Whitefield, and publicly denounced Mr. Noyes as an
unconverted man and a hypocrite. Three months later, a
proposition was made for a division of the church and
society, on the ground that “we, the subscribers, have, by
long and sorrowful experience, found, that the preaching
and conduct of the Rev. Mr. Noyes has been in great
measure unprofitable to us, and that we have also reason
to think that he differs from us in some points of faith.”
This request being refused, a separate church (now merged
in the United Church) was formed in May, 1742, to the
great annoyance of the old society, but as under the exist-
ing law of the Colony the members of this dissenting
society were still taxable for Mr. Noyes's support, the
bitterness of feeling by no means ended. Meantime,
the old church had tried to prevent the division by voting
to settle a colleague-pastor,—a step which was naturally
mortifying to Mr. Noyes, as yet only in his 54th year.
The latter attempt ‘was not carried into effect until 1758,
after the new church had settled a pastor of its own, and
was thriving under what was felt to be persecution. The
Rev. Dr. Trumbull, who was in College from 1755 to
1759, and whose sympathies were all with the “ New
Lights,” tells at length the story of these troubles, and
gives a perhaps not very unfair account of the cause of
the disaffection to Mr. Noyes, as follows :—
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“Though he had the gift of prayer, and was edifying in that
part of worship, yet he was unanimating and unpopular in his
preaching. His language was vulgar, and his zealous calvinistic
hearers did not consider him as so plainly and faithfully preaching
the doctrines of human depravity, of regeneration by the super-
patural influences of the divine Spirit, and of its absolute neces-
sity that men might be saved, of effectual calling and justification
by faith only, as a minister of the gospel ought by all means to do.
From his manner of preaching, especially on sacramental occa-
sions, suspicions arose that he did not hold the real divinity of
the Saviour. Besides, he appeared wholly unfriendly to the relig-
ious awakening and concern in the country.”

The unpopularity of Mr. Noyes as a preacher naturally
increased, as with increasing age he grew more dull angd
dry and non-committal. President Clap, who had at first
been his earnest supporter, was conquered by the prevalent
prejudice against him in the minds of many patrons of
the College; and although the students had from the
first removal to New Haven attended public worship at
Mr. Noyes's meeting, in 1753 a church was set up in the
College itself, and the students required to attend service
there. In 1755 a Professor of Divinity was appointed,
whose duties included the work of preacher and pastor,
and in 1756 an unsuccessful attempt was made by Mr.
Noyes’s Society to win back the College congregation by
offering to make the new Professor a colleague-pastor of
the First Church. President Clap went on, in the face of
active opposition from Mr. Noyes and others (a minority
of the College Corporation), to organize the College
Church (June, 1757), and also tried, unsuccessfully, to
effect the removal of Mr. Noyes for lack of orthodoxy
from his seat in the Corporation, which he had held since
September, 1735, and which he retained till his death.

In March, 1758, the Rev. Chauncey Whittelsey (Y. C.
1738) was settled as colleague pastor of the First Church—
not until Mr. Noyes’s adherents had so dwindled in num-
bers that they were actually outvoted in town-meeting by
the seceders, so that the old pastor was forced to apply to
the courts for the collection of his salary. With the set-
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tlement of an acceptable colleague, however (a step which
it was believed Mr. Noyes had always been inclined to
thwart), peace came to the distracted community.. His
last years were almost entirely withdrawn from public
labors, and he died in New Havén, June 14, 1761, in his
73d year.

His colleague has left on record this delineation of his
character :—

“Mr. Noyes was a gentleman of good natural powers; and as
he resided at the College several years after he received the honors
of it, he made himself very much master of the learning taught
at College in that day. He was naturally observing, judicious, and
prudent; and these very useful and important qualities he from
time to time improved by experience, and thence was an excellent
economist in the management of the affairs both of his family and
of the public. His conversation was very entertaining and use-
ful. . . In public prayers he was equalled by few in justness of
sentiment, and in readiness, variety, and aptness of expression. . .
In his public discourses . . he, upon principle, aimed rather to be
plain, familiar, and instructive, than learned, critical, ornamental,
or moving.’

He married, November 6, 1716 Abigail, the only child
of his predecessor, the Rev. James Pierpont (Harv. Coll.
1681), by his second wife, Sarah, daughter of the Rev.
Joseph Haynes (Harv. Coll. 1658), of Hartford. She
was born in New Haven, September 19, 1696, and died
while on a visit in Wethersfield, Connecticut, October 10,
1768. A Sermon by her husband’s colleague and suc-
cessor, was published, which describes her beautiful and
universally honored character. They had five daughters
and four sons; the only son surviving childhood, the Rev.
John Noyes, graduated at this College in 1753; of the
daughters, only two survived their father, one of whom
was the wife of the Hon. John Chester, of Wethersfield,
and the other the wife of Judge Thomas Darling (Y C.
1740), of New Haven.

Mr. Noyes’s estate was valued at upwards of 43600,
the most of it in land; it included however, four negro
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servants, and £25 worth of books. His wife had inher-
ited a large fortune from her mother.

He published nothing : the only thing purporting to be
of his composition that I have seen is the argument in
reply to President Clap’s impeachment of him before the
Corporation, which is preserved in President Stiles’s manu-
scripts, and which has been thought to be written by his
son-in-law, Judge Darling, It is quoted in W, L. Kings-
ley’s «“ Yale College,” 1, 177.

The record on his tombstone, under the present First
Church, is as follows :—

“Revd. Joseph Noyes, a Man of God, eminent for Prudence,
catholic in Sentiments, given to Hospitality, patient in Tribulation,
and abundant in Labours; having serv’d his Generation by the
Will of God, 5 years a Tutor, and 26 a Fellow, of Y. College, and
45 Pastor of y® 1* Church in N. Haven, died June 14, 1761, Aetat.
73- Mrs. Abigail Noyes, Relict of the Rev? Joseph Noyes, died
at Weathersfield, y® 10'" of Octr, 1768, Ae. 73, and was Buried in
that place. A Gentlewoman of a sweet and delicate Temper, and
of Female Virtue an Example, she greatly excelled in y* know-
ledge of y* Scriptures, and they were y* Guide of her Youth, and
y* Comfort and Support of her Age; she was a Loving dutiful
Wife, a kind instructive Parent, to y* Poor Charitable, to y°® Faulty
a faithful Reprover, to the Cause of Truth a Friend. Her Life
was diligent and useful : Her Heaven began on Earth. She saw
through a Glass darkly, but now Face to Face. O Grave where is
thy Victory!”

His portrait is in possession of his descendants.
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WirLriam Russerr was born in Middletown, Connecti-
cut, November 20, 16go. He was the eldest child of the
Rev. Noadiah Russel (Harv. Coll. 1681), the minister of
Middletown and one of the first Trustees of this College,
by his wife Mary, daughter of the Hon. Giles Hamlin, of
Middletown. His younger brother Daniel graduated here
in 1724.

He studied theology with his father, and became a tutor
in this College in September, 1713. But on the 3d of the
following December his father died, and he was soon
invited to.succeed him ; he retained his tutorship till the
close of the College year, and was ordained in Middle-
town, June 1, 1715,—the officiating clergymen being Tim-
othy Stevens (Harv. Coll. 1687), of Glastonbury, Thomas
Buckingham (Harv. Coll. 16g0), of Hartford, Stephen
Mix (Harv. Coll. 1690), of Wethersfield, and Nathaniel
Chauncey (Y. C. 1702), of Durham.

After a peaceful ministry of forty-six years, he died, in
Middletown, on the anniversary of his ordination, June 1,
1761, in his 71st year.

He married, August 19, 1719, Mary, eldest daughter
of the Rev. James Pierpont (Harv. Coll. 1681), of
New Haven, by his third wife, Mary, daughter of the
Rev. Samuel Hooker, of Farmington. She was born
November 23, 1702, and died July 24, 1740. Their family
consisted of four sons and five daughters. Besides the
Rev. William Russell (Y. C. 1745) and the Rev. Noadiah
Russell (Y. C. 1750), one son and four daughters survived
him. Descendants of the name in direct line (five gener-
ations in all) have been graduated at the College.

During the vacancy in the headship of the College,
caused by the removal of Rector Cutler, Mr. Russell was
one of several to whom the position was offered. The
Trustees voted, May 21, 1724, that in case Professor
Edward Wigglesworth of Harvard College cannot be
obtained as Rector, Mr. Russell be desired to accept the
place, but no further account of the effort is on record. In
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September, 1745, he was chosen one of the Fellows of the
College, and so continued until his death. His tombstone
describes him as “a man of God, eminent for wisdom, pru-
dence, and morality.”

His theological sympathies were with the “ Old Lights,”
yet Whitefield, who spent a night at his house in 1740,
wrote in his Journal: “ Mr. Russel I think an Zsraelite
indeed, and one who has been long mourning over the
Deadness of Professors. . . . Was much pleased with the
Simplicity of my Host, and the Order wherein his child-
ren attended on Family Devotions.”

In 1758, at the time of the controversy caused by the
settlement of the Rev. James Dana (Harv. Coll. 1753) in
Wallingford, Mr. Russell took a prominent part in the
action of the ministers of Hartford and New Haven Coun-
ties; and in this connection the Rev. Dr. Trumbull char-
acterizes him as a ‘“‘gentleman of great respectability, for
knowledge, experience, moderation, and for pacific meas-
ures on all occasions.”

He published :—

The Decay of Love to God in Churches, Offensive and Danger-
ous, shewed in a Sermon [from Rev. ii, 4] Preach’d before the

General Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut, May 14, 1730.
N. London, 1731. 16° pp. ii, 48. [C. H.S. Harv. Y.C.
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RicHARD SACKET was the son of Captain Joseph Sacket,
of Newtown, Queens County, Long Island,—probably by
his first marriage, with Elizabeth, daughter of Captain
Richard Betts, of Newtown.
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He studied theology, and married (before November,
1711) Elizabeth, daughter of Lieutenant John Kirtland, of
Saybrook, Connecticut, who survived him.

In 1711 he was preaching to the Presbyterian congrega-
tions in Maidenhead and Hopewell, New Jersey. In
1712 his residence was in Saybrook.

Early in 1714 he succeeded Mr. John ]ones (Harv.
Coll. 1690) in preaching to the First Church in Green-
wich (old parish), Connecticut, but by 1716 changed to the
supply of the pulpit in the parish at what was then called
Horse Neck in the Western part of the same town. His
ministrations here were so acceptable that the General
Assembly granted in October, 1716, an application from
the Society to organize a church, and accordingly a church
was quickly formed (perhaps in the following month), and
Mr. Sacket ordained pastor. He remained in this office
until his sudden death, in Greenwich, May 8, 1727. A
notice of his death in the New England Weekly Journal
says that ‘“ he was so well the day before that he preached
both parts of the day.” .

He is reported to have been of a mild temper and pleas-
ing manners, and much beloved by his people. His child-
ren remained in Greenwich. The inventory of his estate
(dated August 15, 1729) amounted to about two thousand
pounds,—fifty pounds being in books.
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JoserH SMmiTH, the eldest son of . Joseph Smith, of Mil-
ford, Connecticut, and the earliest of this wide-spread name
to be educated at the College, was born in Milford, in

July, 1691.
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He spent his life in the cultivation of his extensive farm
in his native town, and there died in the summer of 1769,
aged 78. His will was proved at New Haven, September
18, 1769. It is dated in 1755, and mentions two sons and
four daughters. His property had probably been distrib-
uted mainly among his children before his death, as his
estate is inventoried- at only £400.

He married, July 5, 1711, Martha, daughter of Captain
Samuel Bryan, of Milford. She was born in 1689, and
died in 1774. He and his wife were admitted to the
Milford Church on the 6th of April, 1718.

AUTHORITIES.
R. D. Smyth, College Courant, August 15, 1868, g9.

BexyaMmIN WooLsty, son of Captain George and Han-
nah Woolsey, of Jamaica, Long Island, was born in that
town, November 19, 1687. His grandfather, George
Woolsey, emigrated from Holland in 1623, and married in
New York in 1647.

His parents were Presbyterians; and immediately after
graduation he began the study of theology and appears to
have continued it at home, though the Jamaica dissenters
were then without a pastor.

By the summer of 1710 he had married Abigail Taylor,
the only child of John and Mary (Whitehead) Taylor, of
Oyster Bay, Long Island. Her father was long since
dead, and her mother was now the widow of the Rev.
William Urqubart, the Episcopal missionary to Jamaica
from 1704 to 1709.

In 1711 we hear of Mr. Woolsey as preachmg for a sin-
gle Sunday to the Presbyterians of Hopewell, New Jersey
(where his elder brother resided), occupying for the pur-
pose the Episcopal church and so causing a great scandal.
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In 1714 he was invited to become a colleague-pastor of
the church in Huntington, Long Island, but declined the
invitation. In January, 1714-15, he describes himself as
“of Dosoris,” an estate nearly two miles north of the village
of Glen Cove, where his wife's father had owned much
land, and where he himself eventually settled on a farm
containing upwards of a thousand acres. The name Dosoris
has been variously interpreted, as an Indian name, or as a
Latin designation given by Mr. Woolsey (dos orzs or dos
uxoris ), it is said to have been used, however, before his
time.

He was ordained and installed in Southold, L.ong Island,
about the middle of July, 1720, succeeding the Rev.
Joshua Hobart (Harv. Coll. 1650), who died February 28,
1716-17. In 1736 he resigned his pastorate, that he might
return to Dosoris and cultivate the estate left to his wife
by her father. Here he lived for the rest of his days,
preaching as opportunity offered, and during much of the
time regularly in his own house.

He died at Dosoris, of a disease of the kidneys, August
15, 1756, in his 6gth year. :

His tombstone commemorates him as one

“who, in the United Character of the Gentleman, the Christian,
the Divine, shone with distinguished Lustre and adorn’'d every
Station of public and private Life with Dignity and Usefulness.
Early devoted to the Work of the Gospel Ministry, endowed with
the Gifts of Nature and Grace, he Employ’d His Superior talents
in the Service of his Divine Master with Fidelity and Zeal.”

A notice in the New York Mercury, soon after his
death, has this just tribute of praise :—

“ Qysterbay, on Long-Island, August 20, 1756. Last Lord’s Day
Morning, departed this Life in the 6gth year of his Age, and on
Tuesday was decently interred, the Revd. Mr. Benjamin Woolsey,
of this Place. He was a Gentleman whose intellectual Powers
were much above the common Level. - These improved by a lib-
eral Education, and early sanctified by divine Grace, eminently
furnished him for the Service of God and his Generation, in the

* His tombstone gives the inaccurate date, August 13, 1759.
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sacred Office of the Gospel Ministry; to which he accordingly
devoted himself, and was ordained a Pastor of the first church in
Southold. In this Relation he continued for a Course of Years,
aburning Light, discharging the important Trust with an exem-
plary Fidelity and Zeal, until by the Advice of his Brethren in the
Ministry, and in Consequence of a generous Purpose he had some
Time formed, he was, to the inexpressible Grief of his Church and
Congregation, released from his pastoral Relation to them, and
soon after removed to his own Estate in the Town of Oysterbay.
Here he immediately applied himself to the noble Purpose afore-
said, and in Pursuance thereof, has continued ever since till within
a few Weeks of his Death, in a gratustous Bestowment of his minis-
terial Labours upon the People of this and a neighboring Town.
His universal Acquaintance with sacred Literature, and Skill in
systematical and polemic Divinity, rendered his publick Perform-
ances peculiarly edifying and instructive. His Sentiments were
just, noble and proper; his reasoning clear and conclusive, and
his Pulpit Eloquence manly, nervous and strong. The Zeal and
Pathos that animated his Discourses, added peculiar Grace and
Dignity to his Address; and while it engaged the Attention of his
Hearers, discovered the sincere Piety and fervent Devotion that
warmed and governed his own Heart. His steady Attachment to
the religious Principles he professed, was under the Government
of true Christian Charity, and even attempered with the most ami-
able Candour and Condescension towards those of a contrary
Mind. He loved good Men of every Profession, and own’d and
admired sincere Piety under whatever Form or Denomination it
appeared. In the Character of civil and domestic Life, he was no
less worthy of Imitation. Justice, Charity, and Condescension,
Hospitality and a publick Spirit, were Virtues to which he paid
the most sacred Regard. In the Discharge of the various Duties
which constitute the tender and affectionate Husband, the indul-
gent kind Parent, the mild and gentle Master, the obliging Neigh-
bour, the sincere, faithful and unshaken Friend, he had no supe-
rior, and few equals. A Nephritick Disorder, which had attended
him for some of the last Years of his Life, somewhat interrupted
his publick Services; the Paroxysms of which affected him with
the most acute and agonizing Pain, which he endured with Chris-
tian Patience and Fortitude. The excruciating Disease had sensi-
bly weakened his Constitution for some Months past, and return-
ing upon him with redoubled Violence, soon threw him into a
Lethargy, and in a few Days put an End to his useful and valuable
Life.” . .

His widow died at the house of her son-in-law, the Rev.
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Dr. Noah Welles (Y. C. 1741), in Stamford, Connecticut,
March 29, 1771, in her 77th year.

Two sons and four daughters survived him, another daugh-
ter having died young. The younger son graduated at this
College in 1744, and was the grandfather of the Rev.
Theodore Dwight Woolsey, President from 1846 to 1871.
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Annals, 1709-10

At Commencement, 1710, Azariah Mather withdrew
from the Tutorship, and was succeeded by Joseph Noyes,
a Bachelor of one year’s standing. Probably at the same
date the Rev. Thomas Ruggles, of Guilford, was chosen
a Trustee, although he did not reach until the following
March the age (40 years) prescribed by the charter; this
irregular proceeding was later the cause of trouble.

Sketches, Class of 1710

*Benjamin Colton, A M. ‘1759
* Jokannes Bliss, A M. ‘1742

Joun Buiss, the third son and fourth child of Samuel
and Ann (daughter of Deacon John Elderkin) Bliss, of
Norwich, Connecticut, was born there October 23, 16g0.

He studied theology, and about December, 1714, began
to preach in the town of Hebron, Connecticut. The Gen-
eral Assembly authorized in October, 1716, the organiza-
tion of a church there, but it was not until November 19,
1717, that he was ordained pastor. After some years,
charges of habitual intemperance were brought against
him, by some among his people who were disaffected, and
the Hartford South Consociation met at Hebron, Novem-
ber 16, 1731, to investigate the case. They decided that
the charges were not proved, and he continued in office
until late in 1733 or early in 1734, when on account of a
serious division in his church he was dismissed by a council.

13
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He soon after declared himself an Episcopalian, and was
followed by a number of his adherents among his former
parishioners. A house of worship was built in 1735, and
Mr. Bliss for the remainder of his life read service to
the congregation, but never crossed the ocean to receive
Episcopal orders.

He died in Hebren, February 1, 1741-2, aged 51 years.

His first wife Anna, by whom he had ten children, died
February 2, 1731-2; and on the 14th of December follow-
ing, he was married to Hannah, daughter of Deacon
Phineas Post, of Columbia Society, in the adjoining town
of Lebanon, and widow of David Barber, of Hebron,
who bore him two sons,—the younger of whom was grad-
uated at this College in 1760.

After Mr. Bliss’s death, she married, October 27, 1742,
Captain Benoni Trumble, the grandfather of the Rev. Dr.
Benjamin Trumbull (Y. C. 1759).

AUTHORITIES.
Beardsley, Hist. of the Episc. Church  Stiles, MS. Eccl. Hist. of N. England.
in Conn,, i, 99. Bliss Genealogy, 40, Zrumbull, Hist. of Conn,, ii, 435 ; and
47. Sawvage, Geneal. Dict., i, 201. Pres. MSS. concerning Hebron.

BenjamMIN CoLToN was a grandson of George Colton,
the English emigrant to Springfield and Suffield, Massa-
chusetts, and son of Ephraim Colton, of that part of
Springfield now Longmeadow, by his second marriage
with Esther, daughter of Samuel Marshfield. He was the
seventh of his father’s eighteen children, and was born
(probably) in 16go.

In May, 1711, the General Assembly of Connecticut
granted leave to the inhabitants (about twenty-seven fami-
lies) of the western portion of the town of Hartford (now
West Hartford) to constitute a separate parish ; and in pur-
suance of this permission, Mr. Colton was soon after em-
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ployed by them on trial as a candidate for the pastorate.
At a meeting of the society on the 5th of October, 1713,
definite proposals were made to him with respect to salary
for a series of years; and on his acceptance of these, a
church of twenty-nine members was gathered under the
name of the Fourth Church of Christ in Hartford, and he
was ordained pastor, February 24, 1713-14.

His earlier ministry was prosperous, and the church
shared largely in the results of the great awakening of
1740, though he was himself classed as an ““ Old Light.”

Traces of dissatisfaction with him appear upon the
records of the Society by 1753,—the first occasion being
apparently his alleged excessive resentment in the case of
a personal quarrel. On July 2, 1754, a committee was
appointed *to treat with Mr. Colton, First about some
matters of grievance, and if that can be well got over,
then to discourse with him about a settled salary of what
he will abide by without making any more difficulty, if
the Society pay the sum they agree with him about.”
No satisfactory agreement was then reached ; but the next
action taken was in September, 1756, when after an unsuc-
cessful attempt ‘“to refer the affairs with Mr. Colton to
referees,” it was “ voted, we will do nothing further about
Mr. Colton’s affair ;” and “ Voted, the committee go on to
hire Mr. Russel to preach here.” On December 11, 1756,
the following conclusion was reached: * Whereas the
Reve. Mr. Ben™. Colton has for more than seven months
last past been under such bodily weakness as to render him
unable to serve this Society in the work of the Gospel
ministry, and there seems to be a probability that he will
not again ever be able to serve said society in said work, it
is therefore voted by said Society to give the said Mr.
Colton the sum of /25 new tenor bills, provided he accept
thereof and thereupon resigns his pastoral office in this
Society.” The next year provision was made for an annual
allowance of £1214 to be paid him during life, “ provided
he meddle not with the affairs of the ministry or the gov-
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ernment of the church for the future.” He survived, in
broken health, until March 1, 1759, when he died in West
Hartford, aged about 69 years.

He married, December 3, 1713, Ruth, eldest daughter
of the Rev. Edward Taylor (Harv. Coll. 1671), of "'West-
field, Massachusetts. She was born 1693 and died May
30, 1725. He was again married, in 1726, to Elizabeth,
daughter of the Hon. William Pitkin, Jr., of Hartford.
She was born August 18, 1689, and died October 11, 1760.
He had two sons and two daughters by the first marriage,
and three daughters and two sons by the second. His
eldest son, Eli, graduated at this College in 1737, and his
youngest, George, in 1756. One daughter married the
Rev. Adonijah Bidwell (Y. C. 1740). Of his children,
all except the eldest son and one daughter survived him.

He published— '

1. Two Sermons Deliver'd at Hartford . . The first Sermon
Treats of the change of the Sabbath, from the Seventh, to the First
Day of the Week. From Acts xx, 7. . . The second Sermon Treats

of Baptism, From Acts viii, 38. N. Lond.,1735. 16°, pp. 67.
[C. H.S. Prince.

2. The Danger of Apostacie, shewed in a Sermon [from Joshua
xxiv, 20] Preached before the General Assembly of Connecticut,
May 12, 1737. N. London, 1738. 16°, pp. 6o.

’ [C.H. S Harv. Y. C

AUTHORITIES.

Cothren, Hist. of Woodbury, ii, 1479. at W. Hartford, 1863. N. E. Hist. and
Hinman, Catalogue of Puritan Settlers Geneal. Register, xxii, 194 ; xxxvii, 34.
of Conn., 680. Morris, Hist. Discourses



Annals, ryro-rr 101

Annals, 1710-1T1

To this year belongs the first mention of the name of
Governor Elihu Yale in connection with the Collegiate
School. On May 22, 1711,. Jeremiah Dummer wrote
from London.to the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, saying, *“ Here is
Mr. Yale, formerly Governor of Fort George in the
Indies, who has got a prodigious estate, and now sends for
a relation of his from Connecticut to make him his heir,
having no son. He told me lately, that he intended to
bestow a charity upon some college in Oxford, under cer-
tain restrictions which he mentioned. But I think he
should much rather do it to your College, seeing he is a
New England and I think a Connecticut man. If there-
fore when his kinsman comes over, you will write him a
proper letter on that subject, I will take care to press it
home.”

Sketches, Class of 1711

* Johannes Pierson, A M. *1770
*Johannes Gardiner, A.M. ‘1725
*Samuel Andrew, et Harv. 1711, A M. ‘1728

SaMUeEL ANDREW was born in Milford, Connecticut,
October (baptized October 14), 1688. He was the second
child and eldest son of the Rev. Samuel Andrew (Harv.
Coll. 1675), minister of Milford, Connecticut, from 1685
to 1738, one of the original Trustees of this College, and
for some years its Rector. His mother was Abigail,
daughter of Governor Robert Treat, of Milford.
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He was a merchant in' his native town, and died there,
of a fever, April 26, 1728, in the g4oth year of his age.
His estate”was appraised at about £1500.

He married, December g, 1719, Eunice, only daughter
of the Hon. John Hall, of Wallingford, Connecticut, by
whom he had one son and three daughters. The son was
graduated at this College in 1739. One of the daughters
married the Rev. William Russell (Y. C. 1745), and
another married (January 11, 1736-7) Jonathan Law, Jr.

In 1730, his widow married Governor Jonathan Law
(Harv. 1695) as his fourth wife, his third wife having been
Abigail Andrew, the elder sister of the subject of this
sketch. Governor Law died November 6, 1750, and his
widow then married Colonel Joseph Pitkin, of East Hart-
ford, Connecticut, who died November 3, 1762. Her two
sons by her second marriage graduated at this College, in
1751 and 1753, and her only daughter by the same
marriage married the Rev. Seth Pomeroy (Y. C. 1753).
Her gravestone, in New Haven, bears the following
record :

“She was a Lady of an excellent character for Prudence, Industry
and (Economy, for Virtue and Piety, for Kindness, Benevolence,
and Sociability, and for a certain Nobleness of Spirit and Dignity
of manners. She lived an Honor and ornament to the families with
which she was connected, and died in this city, June 3” [it should
read June 2] “1774, Atat. 75.”

AUTHORITIES.

Connecticut Journal, June 3, 1774. History of New Haven Colony, 139.
Goodwin, Geneal. Notes, 16. Lambert,

Joun GARDINER, Jr.,, was the son of John Gardiner,
the third proprietor (from 1689 to 1738) of Gardiner’s
Island, which lies adjacent to the town of Easthampton
on Long Island, and opposite New London. He was born
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on the island, his mother being Mary, daughter of William
King, of Southold.

During the year after graduating he taught in the New
London Grammar School, and he married, May 6, 1716,
Sarah, daughter of Governor Saltonstall, of New London,
by whom he had three daughters and one son. He settled
in New London as a merchant, and was part owner of a
brigantine called the Isle of Wight—a name by which
Gardiner’s Island was known to the early English settlers.
He died January s, 1724-5, aged about 32 years, and was
buried in the Saltonstall family tomb.

His estate amounted to £1686.

His widow married, January 1, 1727, Samuel Davis,
of New London, who died in 1734; she next married
Thomas Davis, also of New London.

AUTHORITIES.

Bond, Hist. of Watertown, 925. Caul 398, Thompson, Hist.of L. L., ii, 379.
kins, RHist. of New London, 241, 383,

Joun PiErRsoN was the youngest son of the Rev. Abra-
ham Pierson (Harv. Coll. 1668), and was born in Newark,
New Jersey, where his father was then minister, in 1689 or
16go. His mother was Abigail, daughter of George Clark,
of Milford.

In 1694 his father settled in Killingworth, Connecticut,
where he lived, as pastor of the church, and after 1701 as
Rector of the Collegiate School, until his death in 1707.

The son studied theology, and resided for a few years in
the eastern parish of Guilford, Connecticut, probably as a
teacher. As early as 1714 he was preaching in Wood-
bridge, New Jersey, to the Presbyterian Church which had
endeavored, but in vain, to secure his father as its minister
in 166g. He was ordained at Woodbridge, April 29, 1717,
—the officiating clergymen being Jedediah Andrews (Harv.
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Coll. 1695), of Philadelphia, John Prudden (Harv. Coll
1668), of Newark, Joseph Morgan, of Freehold, Robert
Orr, of Maidenhead, and Jonathan Dickinson.

In the divisions which affected the Presbyterian body,
he favored the “ New Side,” under the leadership of Jona-
than Dickinson, whose parish adjoined his, and who was
his intimate friend ; when in 1746 the College of New
Jersey received its first charter, his name stood next to
Dickinson’s in the list of Trustees; and when Dickin-
son’s death occurred, the next year, it was his duty to
preach the sermon at the funeral. He retained his con-
nection with the College until 1765.

In 1752 he was dismissed from his pastorate, at his own
request, and the manuscript records of the church preserve
the testimony that “ he was justly reputed and esteemed a
worthy and able minister, sound in the faith, and of exem-
plary conversation and conduct. He well supported the
dignity of his office, and had but few equals in his day, in
theological knowledge.” Another account, in an official
letter sent to England by the Rev. Thomas B. Chandler
(Y. C. 1745), the Episcopal missionary at Elizabethtown,
states that Mr. Pierson was dismissed in consequence of
his being somewhat dull, and too feeble an antagonist of
the Episcopal Church, which had a strong foothold in
Woodbridge.

His next settlement was in Mendham, New Jersey,
where he remained for ten years (1753-62). He then
removed to Jamaica, Long Island, and resided for a short
time on a farm belonging to his second wife, Judith Smith,
who died there, October 19, 1764, in her 67th year. He
then went to live with his daughter, Elizabeth, wife of the
Rev. Jacob Green (Harv. Coll. 1744), the minister of
Hanover, New Jersey, and in this home he died, August
23, 1770, in his 81st year. His tombstone describes him
as “an eminent divine ; an excellent casuist; a faithful
searching preacher ; a devout and steadfast Christian; an
undaunted reprover; a peculiar economist ; stern in his
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behavior, yet benevolent and kind. He passed through
many scenes of life without a blemish in his behavxour
Three sons and four daughters survived him.

He first married (July 18, 1716) Ruth, second daughter
of the Rev. Timothy Woodbridge (Harv. Coll. 1675) of
Hartford, Connecticut, who died in Woodbridge, January .
7, 1732—3, aged 37 years, leaving two daughters and a son.
The sermon at her funeral, by the Rev. Jonathan Dickin-
son, was printed (N. Y., 1733).

He published :—

1. A*Sermon preached at the ordination of the Rev. Aaron Burr,
January 23, 1737-8.

2. The Faithful Minister. A Funeral Sermon [from Eph. vi, 21],
preached at Elizabeth-Town, October g, 1747. Occasioned by the
Death of the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Dickinson. . . N.-Y,, 1748. 8°,
pp. 24. ’

[ H S N Y HS Y.C

3. Christ, the Son of God, as God-Man Mediator. A Sermon
[from Heb. i, 4, 5] Preached at Newark . . May 8, 1751. Before
the New York Presbytery in their Session there. Boston, 1751.

8°, pp. 29. M. H. S
4. A Discourse on the Nature and Benefits of Christ’s Inter-
cession. 1765. 12° pp. 24. [Libr. Co. of Philad.
AUTHORITIES.

Dally, Woodbridge and Vicinity, 88, pp.39, 41,43. Stearsns, First Church
173~6. Greesns, Discourses delivered in  in Newark, 122, 178, 179. Webster,
the College of N. J., 298. Mitchell, Hist. of the Presbyterian Church, 357.
Woodbridge Record, 28. N. E. Hist.  Wa&iftehead, Contributions to E. Jersey
and Geneal. Register, xxxvii, 3. Rec-  History, 388, 391.
ords of the Presbyterian Church, 1706~
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Annals, 1711-12

Details are entirely wanting for the College history
during this year. The failure of the important expedition
sent from New England against Canada in the summer of
1711 had involved Connecticut in debt and impaired the
resources of all her people. The unparalleled smallness of
the graduating classes from 1710 to 1713 was due to the
anxieties and distresses connected with Queen Anne’s war.

Sketches, Class of 1712

*Samuel Russell, A.M., Tutor *1746
*Samuel Maltby ' ‘1751

SaMUEL MaLtsy (or MALTBIE, as often spelt), fourth
son of Captain William Maltby, of Branford, Connecticut,
was born in Branford, August 7, 1693. His mother was
Abigail, daughter of Deputy Governor James Bishop, of
New Haven.

During the last year of his College course, and subse-
quently, he taught school in Branford. He then settled as
a farmer in the northern part of the same town. He was
made captain of the militia in 1716. For twenty-seven
years from December, 1721, he was town clerk. He rep-
resented the town in the General Assembly at twelve
sessions between 1722 and 1739.

He died December 2, 1751, aged 58 years, and is buried
in what is now the parish of Northford, in the town of
North Branford. His estate was appraised at £ 7000.
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He married, December 8, 1715, Elizabeth, daughter of
William and Elizabeth Barker, of Branford, who died in
Northford, December 7, 1752, aged 61 years. His survi-
ving children were one son and two daughters.

SaMueL RusseLL was horn in Branford, Connecticut,
September 28, 1693. He was the second son and third
child of the Rev. Samuel Russel (Harv. 1681), minister
of Branford from 1686 till 1731, and one of the early
Trustees of this College. His mother was Abigail, daugh-
ter of ‘the Rev. John Whiting (Harv. 1653), of Hartford.
His elder brother graduated here in 1704, and a younger
in 1722,

He studied theology with his father, until he entered
the tutorship at Saybrook, in which position he served for
two years from September, 1714.

He preached in various places, and in 1719, soon after
the removal of the Rev. Timothy Cutler to the Rectorship
of the College, he was invited to the vacant pastorate at
Stratford, but declined the call on account of the large
minority opposed to him, though he continued to preach
there at intervals for two or three years. The division on
his account is said to have promoted the growth of the
Episcopal congregation formed about this time in Stratford.

In May, 1720, the inhabitants in the northwestern part
of Guilford, Connecticut, were constituted into a distinct
parish (in 1727 named North Guilford), and Mr. Russell
appears to have begun preaching there in 1722. He was
invited to become the pastor, February 22, 1722-3, and
the call was renewed with terms of settlement, April 2,
1723. He however, declined at this time; in January,
1724, Josiah Frisbie (Y. C. 1722) was invited to preach
as a candidate, but in May, 1725, the General Assembly
sanctioned the gathering of a church, and on the 15th of
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the following month this was done and Mr. Russell
ordained. He remained in office until his death, January
19, 1745-6, aged 52 years. The sermon preached at his
funeral by the Rev. Thomas Ruggles (Y. C. 1723), of
Guilford, was published at New London in 1747.

He married, November 10, 1718, Dorothy, daughter of
Samuel Smithson, of Guilford, and sister of the wife of
the Rev. Jared Eliot (Y. C. 1706). She died early in
1755. Their children, two sons and four daughters, sur-
vived them. His estate was valued at upwards of £ 35000,
nearly one fourth of it in books. '

He published—

Man’s liableness to be deceiv’'d about Religion, Shewn and Cau-
tion'd against. Worldly Wisdom only seeming Wisdom. Relig-
ion true Wisdom. . . A Sermon preach’d [from 1 Cor. iii, 18] at a
Public Association-Lecture at West Haven, September 30, 1741.
Published by the earnest Desire of Mr. Roger Alling junior. N.
London, 1742. 16° pp. iii, 52. [C. H. S.

AUTHORITIES.
Manual of Stratford Church, 1869. R. D. Smytk, Hist. of Guilford, 116.
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Annals, 1712—13

At the session of the General Assembly in October,
1712 (which was, by a variation of usage, held at Hart-
ford), an Act was passed for the *“encouragement of learn-
ing,” which included (besides favorable provisions for com-
mon and grammar schools) a provision that
“The Collegiate School at Saybrook, for maintaining a Rector and
tutors, and for their further encouragement in the education of
youth (which by the blessing of God affords divers instances of
that good success that may be of great advantage to this Colony)
shall receive this present year out of the Colony treasury the sum
of one hundred pounds in money or bills of credit of this Colony,
instead of one hundred and twenty pounds in pay formerly
granted.”

Without knowing what special pressure was used to
obtain this grant, we know in general that the Colony was
beginning to recover from the draining taxation of Queen
Anne’s war with the French and their Indian allies, and
that the General Court had lately learned the easy way of
making paper money, and could therefore with the greater
suavity afford to be generous. “One hundred pounds in
money or bills of credit” was an addition of twenty-five
per cent. to the former grants, as the ‘country-pay” in
which those were reckoned consisted of certain commodi-
ties (usually farm-products), selected and priced by the
government as lawful for the payment of taxes, but rated
avowedly at fifty per cent. above their hard-money value.

At the same session of the General Court, Jeremiah
Dummer, already the agent at London for Massachusetts
Bay, was appointed also the agent for Connecticut ; as one
consequence, his zeal for the prosperity of our Collegiate
School was quickened, and letters from him to Pierpont
in the following winter and spring give evidence that he
was exerting himself vigorously to obtain gifts, especially
of books, for the institution.
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Sketches, Class of 1713

*Samuel Smith, A.M., Tutor . ‘1725
*Daniel Elmer, A M. ‘1755
*David Evans, A.M. ‘1751

DanieL ELMER, son of Samuel, and grandson of Edward
Elmer, of Hartford and Windsor, Connecticut, was proba-
bly born in East Windsor, in 169go.

He taught, after graduating, the grammar school in West
Springfield, Massachusetts, studying theology in the mean-
time with the minister, John Woodbridge (Harv. 1694),
and as early as 1714 he removed to Brookfield, Massachu-
setts, where he preached until sometime in 1715. He then
removed to New Haven, where he was residing in 1716-17.
Meantime, he had married, in 1714, Margaret, eldest
daughter of Ebenezer and Margaret Parsons, of West
Springfield, and sister of Jonathan Parsons (Y. C. 1729).

He next went to Westborough, Worcester County, Mass-
achusetts, where he preached for several years, and received
a call from the people to settle; but dissension arose, and
although he built a house on the farm set apart for the use
of the first settled minister, and dwelt in it, yet by the
advice of an ecelesiastical council he desisted from preach-
ing, and finally removed, about August, 1724, to Spring-
field. In March, 1725, the birth of one of his children is
recorded in Windsor.

In 1727, he removed to New Jersey, with his family,
which now consisted of a wife, one son, and four daugh-
_ters; and in 1728, he was ordained over the Church
of Christ in Fairfield, formerly Cohansey, Cumberland
County. The location of the church determined its Pres-
byterian form of government, though apparently the
unbiased preferences of the community were towards Con-
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gregationalism. At the division of the Presbyterian Church
in 1741, Mr. Elmer adhered to the ** Old Side,” but a clear
majority of his congregation, including even his eldest son,
failed to sympathize with his views, and a rupture took
place, two congregations being formed, so that the rest of his
life was passed in disquiet. He died in Fairfield, January
14, 1755, aged 65 years. The inventory of his estate
amounted to £428.

His wife died after 1730, and he married, about 1745,
widow Susanna Webster, from the vicinity of Philadelphia,
who subsequently married a Westcott, and later a Harris,
but lies buried by the side of Mr. Elmer, in Fairfield ; she
died November 14, 1784, aged 64 years and 8 months.

By his first marriage he had three sons and four daugh-
ters, all of whom left descendants; and by his second mar-
riage, two sons and three daughters,—only one of whom
left descendants. The eldest son, Daniel, was educated as
a surveyor, and the father appears to have followed the
same profession to some extent. Jonathan Elmer, M.D,,
United States Senator from New Jersey from 1789 to
1791, and General Ebenezer Elmer, the last surviving
Revolutionary officer of the state, were his grandsons.

AUTHORITIES,

L. Q. C. Elmer, Biography of the N. E. Hist. and Geneal. Register,
Elmer Family, 18-24: and Hist. of xxxv, 340. Pres. Stiles, MS. Letters,
Cumberland County, 97-8. Foot, Hist. 4°. ii, 241. AH. R. Stiles, Hist. of
Discourse at Brookfield, 10. Mass, Windsor, 606. Webster, Hist. of the
RHist. Society’s Collections, x, 8s5. Presbyterian Church, 175, 403.

Davip Evans was the son of David Evans, who emi-
grated from Wales to Philadelphia in 1701, and appears to
have joined a settlement in what was called the Welsh
Tract, or Pencader, in Delaware, just over the Pennsyl-
vania border.
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The Presbytery of Philadelphia being informed at their
annual session, in September, 1710, that David Evans, Jr.
(now perhaps 21 or 22 years old), “a lay person, had
taken upon him publicly to teach or preach among the
Welsh in the Great Valley, Chester County, it was unani-
mously agreed, that said Evans had done very ill, and acted
irregularly in thus invading the work of the ministry, and
he was thereupon censured.”

It was also ‘“ Agreed, that the most proper method for
advancing David Evans, in necessary literature, to prepare
him for the work of the ministry is that he lay aside all
other business for a twelve month, and apply himself to
learning and study,” under the direction of the Rev. Jedi-
diah Andrews (Harv. 1695), of Philadelphia. Again, a
year later, the Presbytery approved of his proficiency, and
licensed him to preach for one year. In September, 1712,
the people of the two adjoining congregations of the Welsh
Tract and the Tredyffrin, or Great Valley, petitioned for
his ordination as their pastor; but though the Presbytery
ascertained by an examining committee *that he had, for
the time, made considerable proficiency,” they did not yet
accede to the request, but recommended further study.
Accordingly he went to Saybrook, probably through the
advice of the Rev. Joseph Morgan (%o7. Y. C. 1702), of
Freehold, and graduated a year later. He now began to
preach to the people of the Welsh Tract, with the approval
of Presbytery, and at the meeting of that body, September
8, 1714, accepted a unanimous call from this congregation,
and was accordingly ordained November 3. The Great
Valley Church remained without a regular pastor. In
1720 a difference arose between Mr. Evans and one of his
people, which resulted in the dissolution of the pastoral
relation ; whereupon he was called, the same year, to the
Great Valley congregation, and a church erected for him.
His salary was £25 a year.

In the latter part of 1740 he was dismissed from his
charge, the majority of the congregation sympathizing
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with the “ New Side” branch of the denomination, while
he was with the “ Old Side.” The charges brought against
him by his opponents were heterodoxy, not preaching
enough in the Welsh language, and church tyranny.

He next assisted in organizing and became pastor (April
30, 1741) of a church in Pilesgrove, Cumberland County,
New Jersey, where he continued until his death, early in
1751.  His will (dated July 25, 1749, proved March g,
1750-51) mentions wife Ann. Two of his sons graduated
here in 1739 and 1740.

He was somewhat eccentric and high-spirited, and prob-
ably excitable and vacillating. He published :

1. The Minister of Christ and his Flock. A Sermon [from 1t
Thess. v, 12, 13] preached at the Ordination of Richard Treat
[Y. C. 1725] at Abingdon, December 30, 1731. Philad,, 1732.
Printed by B. Franklin. 16°, pp. 108. [ Y. C., imperfect.

2. Law and Gospel; or, Man wholly ruined by the Law, and
Recovered by the Gospel. Being the substance of some Sermons
preached at Tredyffryn, in 1734, and again at Piles-Grove, in
1745. Philadelphia: Printed by B. Franklin & D. Hall. 1748.
16°, pp- 53. [¥.C

He is said also to have published a volume entitled, Help for
Parents, at Philadelphia (Franklin Press), in 1732.

AUTHORITIES.

Elmer, Hist. of Cimberland County, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 32, 34-136, 86, ¢5.
104. Patterson, Hist. of the Great Val-  Webster, Hist. of the Presbyterian
ley Church, 6. Records of the Presby-  Church, 347.
terian Church from 1706 to 1788, pp. 15,

SaMUEL SMITH was born in the newly incorporated (but
not yet named) town of Glastonbury (the eastern part of
the ancient town of Wethersfield), Connecticut, February
20, 1691~2, the sixth child and third son of Samuel Smith,
one of the original settlers, and of Jane, daughter of Owen
Tudor, of Windsor. A younger brother graduated in 171g.
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In April, 1716, the Trustees invited Mr. Smith (then of
Glastonbury) to become a tutor in the School at Saybrook,
and the invitation not having been accepted, it was repeated
in October, when it was voted to remove the School to
New Haven. The rupture in the board of Trustees in con-
sequence of this last vote, caused a secession from the Col-
lege, and the gathering of about half the students at Weth-
ersfield, for instruction under Mr. Smith (who by his local
ties would belong to the party which objected to New
Haven) and Elisha Williams (Harv. 1711). This arrange-
ment continued until December, 1718 ; afterwards, when
the breach was healed, and the Wethersfield students rec-
ognized as a part of the College, it seemed right to recog-
nize Mr. Smith as a tutor, and his name accordingly appears
in the official lists. ,

Meantime he had been studying theology, and in 1719
or 1720 began to preach in a parish newly organized in the
~ northwest part of Lebanon, Connecticut, and called Leba-
non Crank,—since 1804 the town of Columbia. The Gen-
eral Assembly sanctioned in October, 1720, the formation
of a church in this parish, and he was accordingly ordained
there before the close of the year. His health, however,
soon failed (‘‘lunatic,” says a memorandum of President
Stiles), and the parish granted his request to lay down the
pastoral office, December 24, 1724.

He died May 27, 1725, on the day of the ordination of
his successor, William Gager (Y. C. 1721); in the sermon
preached at this ordination by the Rev. Eliphalet Adams,
and subsequently published, reference is made (p. 29) to
Mr. Smith’s having been *forced to Desist from his Min-
isterial Labours, by reason of Bodily Indisposition, Contin-
uing and increasing upon him.”

AUTHORITIES.

Anniversary of Church in Columbia, Celebration, 193. Pres. Stiles, MS.
6. Chapin, Glastenbury Centennial Itinerary, iii, 78.
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Annals, 1713-14

At Commencement, in September, 1713, Mr. Phineas
Fiske, who had served as tutor during more than half the
brief life of the College, resigned his position. For upwards
of six years he had carried -the main burden of instruction,
which now fell upon Joseph Noyes, with whom his class-
mate William Russell was joined as junior tutor. The
large liberty left to the tutors by the non-resident Rector
is shown in a letter, dated July, 1714, from Tutor Noyes
to Rector Andrew, which is printed by Dr. Bacon (His-
torical Discourses, 201).

Another more interesting letter may be introduced here,
which was written in reply to some inquiries of President
Stiles, by the last survivor of the class which was this year
the Senior :—

Norwich, May 28th, 1779.
Rev? and Hon? Sir:

Received your favour by Lovet, with your unmerited Com-
plaisance. As to your Queries, cannot say much. However,
would say, what I know. As to Mr. Pierson, first Rector of the
Collegiate School (as then called) in its infant state at Killing-
worth, whether w'® any formality installed and how, I cannot say.
Books of the Languages and Sciences recited in my Day were
Tully and Virgil, but without any Notes; Burgersdicius* and
Ramus’s Logick, also Heerebord’s set [?] Logic, &c.; Pierson’s man-
uscript of Physicks, w¢ I have no copy of. We recited the Greek
Testament ; knew not Homer, &c.; recited the Psalms in Hebrew;
the greatest proficient in the Hebrew and in the other Languages
also was D'. Johnson. We recited Ames’ Medulla on Saturdays,
and also his Cases of Couscience sometimes; the two upper classes
used to dispute syllogistically twice or thrice a week.

On Commencements, Rector Andrew always presided at Say-
brook, in my day, and the Commencemen® always in y* meeting

* Sir William Hamilton in his Logic speaks of Burgersdicius as the one prin-
cipally deserving commendation among the old Latin manuals ; it was at this same
date in use at Cambridge University, England.
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house, unless y® first year or two, which I don’t remember if it
were so. These were held both parts of y* day, began and ended
wtt prayer; the disputations carried on much as since, a Salu-
tatory and Valedictory oration, but none in English as now.

The Rector gave degrees much in the present form (no pro
modo Anglice then); when he came to y® words kunc Librum, he
gave y® candidates a little book into their hands, which they
returned for y* next, for they came up only two by two; no Dia-
plomas were delivered then.

The Rector previous to the giving of Degrees ask’d the consent
of the Trustees, saying, placetne wvobis, &c., to which they an-
swered, placet, placet. . . . .

Who were chief orators in my day. I'm y° less able to say as
oratory was but little known, studied, or famed, to what it is now.
Indeed, Composition and Language were then scarcely end in
vogue to excite ambition where there might be a genius for it;
but if any, Dr. Johnson was the man that look'd that way.

As for the Mathematicks, we recited and studied but little more
than the rudiments of it, some of y® plainest things in it. Our
advantages in that day were too low for any to rise high in any
branches of literature. However, the College then was as an
Infant, that might grow to y® perfection of manhood as we see—
evident in many things, in this for one. The first printed Thesis
and Catalogue, very small, was like y® State of Infancy; exhibited
in y® year 1714, printed at Boston under the Inspection of Dr.
Cotton Mather. That Catalogue, with y® Theses, were all on a
small sheet.* The numbers now, with other marks of the perfec-
tion of our College State, truly surprising. . . .

Yours to serve,
Benj* Lord.

This testimony as to the course of study in 1710~14 is
supplemented by that of Dr. Johnson, of the same Class,
on whose authority it is stated (Life, by Chandler, 5), that

“The utmost as to classical learning that was now generally
aimed at, and indeed for twenty or thirty years after, was no more
than to construe five or six of Tully’s Orations, and as many
books of Virgil, poorly, and most of the Greek Testament, with
some chapters of the Hebrew Psalter. . . . Common arithmetic
and a little surveying were the me plus ultra of mathematical
acquirements.”

* No copy of this, our earliest printed document, is now known: the publica-
tion was undertaken with the hope (which proved successful) of attracting dona-
tions from England,
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Probably at Commencement in 1714 the Rev. John
Davenport (Harv. 1687), of Stamford, was chosen a Trus-
tee, in the place of the Rev. Noadiah Russel, who had
died in the previous December; and Samuel Russell, Jr.,
succeeded to the Tutorship, in place of William Russell.

Sketches, Class of 1714

*Josephus Haynes ‘1716
*Nathanael Clarke ‘1772
*Jedidias Buckingham, A M. *1720
*Benjamin Lord, AM. 1719, S.T.D. 1774, Tutor,

Socius ‘1784
*Joseplus Willard, AM. et Harv. 1723 ‘1723
*Josephus Blague, A.M. 1742
*Jacobus Wetmore, A.M. *1760

*Samuel Johnson, A.M. et Oxon. 1723 et Cantabr.

1723, S.T.D. Oxon. 1743, Tutor, Coll. Columb.

Przeses : ‘1772
*Daniel Browne, AM., Tutor ‘1723

Joserr Bracuk, fourth child and eldest surviving son of
Joseph Blague, of Saybrook, Connecticut, was born in
Saybrook, October 7, 1694. His mother was Martha,
daughter of Nathaniel Kirtland, of Lynn, Massachusetts;
after her husband’s death, in September, 1704, she married
Captain William Southworth, of Little Compton, Rhode
.Island, by whom she had a son, who graduated in 1727.
Daniel Buckingham, of Saybrook, was appointed young
Blague’s guardian in 1709. His father’s will had provided
that this son should assist his mother in the shop, and that
a younger son, Samuel, should *be brought up to learning,
if he be capable of it;” but this order was not followed.

He settled in his native town as a merchant, and owned
a wharf erected by his father on Saybrook Point. From
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1731 until his death he held a commission as justice of the
peace. He was also a deacon in the church at Saybrook,
now Old Saybrook, for some years before his death. He
died in Saybrook, September 28, 1742, in his 48th year.

He married, April 18, 1717, Mary, daughter of the Hon.
John Hamlin, of Middletown (in the record of the mar-
riage she is called  of Saybrook "), who bore him five sons
and two daughters, all of whom, except one son, survived
him. His widow died in 1762. The youngest son gradu-
ated at this College in 1750. The elder daughter married
the Rev. William Hart (Y. C. 1732).

Mr. Blague was a large owner of landed property and of
shipping, and left an estate of over £gooo. In a codicil
to his will (September 15, 1742) he directs that, of his
“interest in the Library belonging to Saybrook, Lyme,
&c., and which is to y° vallue of thirty pounds,” one half
shall be sold, and “‘ y° money laid out for y*® benefit and in
order to the education of the Nehantick Indians in Prim-
ers, Psalters, and Bibles, if they shall need.”

AUTHORITIES.

Field, Statistics of Middlesex Co., Settlers of Connecticut Colony, 246.
143. Hinman, Catalogue of Puritan

DanieL BrownE, eldest child of Daniel Browne, and
grandson of Eleazar and Sarah (Bulkley) Brown, of New
Haven, was born April 26, 1698, and graduated at the very
early age of 1615 years. His father lived in what later
became the parish of West Haven, now included in the
town of Orange. His mother was Mary, daughter of
Ephraim How, Jr., of New Haven. A younger brother
graduated in 172q.

In 1715 he appears to have been the assistant of Samuel
Cooke (Y. C. 1705), the Rector of the Hopkins Grammar
School, of New Haven, and when Cooke relinquished his
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position at the end of the year, Browne succeeded him,
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