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PREFACE..

AUTHENTIC history is of great utility ; eſpecially,

to the countries and pe0ple whoſe affairs it relates. It

teaches human nature, politics and morals : forms the

head and heart for uſefulneſs, and is an important part

oſ the instruction and literature of states and nations.

While it instructs, it affords an exalted pleaſure. No

man of genius and curioſity can read accounts of the ori

gin of nations, the diſcovery, ſettlement and progreſs of

new countries, without a high degree of entertainment.

But in' the ſettlement of his own country, in the lives of

his ancestors, in their adventures, morals, juriſprudence

and heroiſm he feele himſelf particularly intereſted. , He

at once becomes a party in their affairs, and travels and

converſes with them, with a kind of ſilial delight. While

he beholds them braying the horrors oſ the deſert, the

terrors of the ſavage, the distreſſes oſ famine and war, he

admires their courage, and is pleaſed with all their eſcapes

from danger, and all their progreſs in ſettlement, popu

lation, opulence, literature and happineſs. While he

contemplates their ſelf-denial and perſeverance in ſur

mounting all dangers and enduring all hardſhips to form

new churches, and la the foundations of new colOnies

and empires, and the immenſely happy conſequences oſ

their conduct in turning the wilderneſs into gardens and

fruitful fields, and in tranſmitting liberty and religion to

posterity, he is struck with a pleaſing astoniſhment. The

pious man views a divine hand conducting the whole,

gives thanks, adores and loves. No history is better cal

culated to produce theſe happy effects, than that oſ New'

En land and Connecticut.

EONNECTlCUT originally conſiſiing of two colonies, re- .

plete with Indians, and connected as it was with the

neighbouring colonies, affords much interesting matter for

history. An authentic and impartial account of the af
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fairs of the colony had long been an object of the wiſhes

of the legiflature, and .0f many gentlemen of principal

character both in church and commonwealth.

IN theſe views the writer, many years ſince, determined

to attempt the compilation of the history which is pre

ſented to the public in the following ſheets. He wiſhed

for the improvement which ſuch a work might afford him,

and for the pleaſure of contributing his mite to the ſervice

of the community in which he' received his birth and ed

ucation, and has enjoyed ſuch distinguiſhed liberty and

immunities. - .

IN purſuance of his deſign, he collected all books and

manuſcripts from which he could expect aſlistance. He

read the records of Connecticut, New-Haven and the

United Colonies; and extracted whatever he judged im

portant. He made a journey to Boston,examined the col

lection of the Reverend Mr. Prince, and minut'ed every

thing which he could find relative toConnecticut. To him,

at the time he was about writing the Chronological Hiſ'

tory of New-England, the ancient ministers, and other
principal gentlemen, in Connecticutct, had tranſmitted ac.

. counts of the ſettlement of the towns and churches to

which they reſpectively belonged. In this collection im

'portant information was found which could have been

obtained from no other ſource. The author viſited most

of the principal towns and places of burial, and obtained

from records, monuments and men ofintelligence, what

ever they could communicate on the ſubject. The min

isters and clerks of the reſpective towns, and other gen

tlemen of character, aſſisted him in his reſearches. The
ſſhonorable legiflature having been made acquainted with

his deſign, paſſed a 'generous refolve which gave him ac

ceſs to their records and papers on file.. ,,

His excellen'cy Governor Trumbull,_ than whom no

man had a more thorough acquaintance with-the histo

of the colon , em loyed his influence and friendſhip for

his affistancc, and urniſhed him with many important pa

pers: ln a letter to him on the ſubject he expreſſes him

ſelf m this manner, " I wiſh you ſucceſs, and to afford

'5 you all the affistance in my power. Iimagine the carp

'i liest times of the colony will be attended with the most

a difficulty, to collect the facts with ſufficient certainty.

t' Wherein the reat excellency of a history conſists.

'6 Such an one I ve long deſired to ſee. It must be a
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V work of time and indcfatigable labor and industry, ſince

" it has been ſo long neglected, and the materials, many

" of-them, almost lost, and others ſcattered, and all need

" ſo much care in collecting, time in comparing, and

V judgment in compiling." The truth of theſe obſerva

tions, the author hath fully experienced ; how far he hath.

acted upon them must be determined by the public opinion.

THE honorable George Wyllys, Eſquire, late ſecretary

of the State was ſecond to none in the affistance and en

couragement which he afforded. From theſe various

ſources, the author, in 1774, found himſelf poſſeſſed of

an ample and important collection; and determined to

Wrire the first volume of the history, as ſoon as might be

with convenience. But before he had entered upon the

work, the war commenced between Great Britain and her

colonies and the univerſal attention was turned to 'a very

different object. It was conceived to be dangerous for _

any of the public papers to be kept ſo near the ſea coast as

the place of his reſidence. A great num'ber of papers,

therefore, which he had received from Gavernor Trum

bull, others which had been taken out of the office,-at

Hartford, were returned to their reſpective offices.

Fon a number of years after the war, the state of the

country was altogether unfavorable for publications of

this kind. lt was nevertheleſs still hoped that an oppor

tunity would preſent for the publication of ſuch a work

to advantage, and the deſign of writing was not wholly

given up.

'flower/en, before the writer had entered upon the
work, he was invited, by a vote of the General Aſſociaſition

oſ the state, to compile a different history." Many objec

tions preſented themſelves to his mind against engaging v

in the work propoſed by that venerable body. But after

theſe had been fully communicated, the ſolicitarion was

renewed. In conſequence of which, and the opinion and

advice of ſome principal gentlemen of the legiſlaturc, he

was induced to undertake the writing ofa general histor

of the United States of America, from the first diſcovery

of this northern continent until the. year 1792, including

three complete centuries. In making collections for this,

and in the compilation of it, all the leiſure hours which

he could poflibly redeem,lby early riſing and an indefa

tigable attention to buſineſs, from 'the stated labors oſ his

office, have been, for nearly ten years, employed.
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IN the progreſs of this work it became neceſſary to

have frequent recourſe to his former collections, which,

by this time, had been in a manner forgotten. By this

means the ideas of the ample materials which had been

prepared, for the history of Connecticut, were revived in

his mind. When he contemplated the pains and expenſe

at which they had been collected, the countenance which

he had received from the legillature, and the general ex

pectations which had been entertained with reſpect to a

history of Connecticut, it appeared to him not very con

ſistent with that reſpectful and generous treatment which

he owed more particularly to his own state, to publiſh a

- large history of the United States, while he neglected

theirs. It alſo appeared to be a duty, which he owed to'

himſelf and family, as well as the public, not to ſuffer all

his former pains and expenſe, in his collections for the

history of Connecticut to be lost. Upon a mature view

of the caſe, and the advice of a number of his brethren in

the ministry, he determined to ſuſpend the writing ofthc

history of the United States, until he ſhould publilh one

volume, at least, of the history of Connecticut. If this

ſhould meet the public approbation, it might aſſist him in

introducin a larger work, and render it more extenſively

uſeful. I the history of Connecticut ſhould be unpop

ular, it would give him a profitable admonition, and pre

vent a greater misfortune, by a larger and more expen

five publication.

ADOUT the middle of December 1796, he began to

look over and arrange his papers and to compile the ſol

lowing history. Since that time he hath examined the

papers on file in the ſecretary's office and taken out ſuch

as were neceſſary, compoſed and copied off with his own

hands the history now publiſhed, beſides preaching twice

on every Lord's day', lectures on proper occaſions, and

attending the other duties of his OſſlCC.

THE death of that truly worthy gentleman, the honſi

orable George Wyllys, the former ſecretary, conſiderably

retarded the work, as more time has been employed in

examining the files than otherwiſe would have been ne

ceſi'ary.

IN compiling the history great pains have been taken

to exhibit the state of the country when the first ſettle

ments commenced, to preſent every important tranſaction

in a candid and clear view, and to make ſuch an arrange
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'tent of the whole, as that every preceding chapter might

prepare the way for the next, and add perſpicuity to the

r . t

Xs this is the first hiflory of the eolony, and as time

effaces ancient records and papers, and eradicates from

the mind of man the remembrance of former trapiſact

io'ns, the compiler judged it expedient to make it more

tull and particular, than otherwiſe might have been ne

ceſſary or roper. He imagined, that no perſon would,

probably, ereafter have the ſame advantages which he

has had, nor take the fame pains which he has taken, to

examine the ancient records, histories and manuſcripts of

the country. He wiſhed to affifi ſuttire historians, and

that nothing uſeful and important, reſpecting church or

state, might be lost. As he has aimed at information and

uſefvdneſs', he has avoided afl'circumlocutions, reaſonings

and opinions ofh-is own, and attempted to fill every page

withrhistory. The florid and pompous fiyle has been

avoided, as unnatural and improper in historic Writings,

and th'c eaſy and familiar has been attempted. The com-v '

piler has judged his time too precious, and the field of

nſefulnoſs before him too extenſive, to buſy himſeÞf in

rounding periods, and guarding against every little matter

which might afford buſineſs for the critic. He has, how

ever, aimed at authenticity, propriety, and perſpicuity.

He hasvwiflied to avoid the dull and dry manner, and to

write with a becoming defemnce to the public.

THE account which has been given of the ſource'

whefne'e the compile-r has obtained. his information, the

quotations in the body. of the work, the references made

in the marginal mites to authors, records and manuſcripts,

with 'the appendzix, it is imagined, will be abundantly ſuf

ficient to authenticate 'what has been written. Indeed

very little has been taken upon' tradition;

Ran the history been written 'more leiſureiy and with

fewer avocations it might havez'been more perfect; but,

as it was deſired to make as ſhort a pauſe as poſſible in

writing the history of the United States, it was judged

inexpedient to employ more time upon it.

THE author is under great diſadvantages for historic

writing. He can command no time for himſelf. The

Work of the miniſiry, which is his choſen and beloved

employment, after all his application, ſo engroſſes his

time, that ſometimes for weeks and mouths, after all hit
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ſious of his gratitude.

application, he cannot find a ſingle day for the comþilation

of history. When he has attempted it, he has been able

ſcarcely to write a page Without interruption. Oſtenihe

has been ſo ſangqu with other stu'dies,"as to be in circum

stances not the most favorable for compoſition.

Irmay, poffibly,be thought a great neglect, or matter

qſ partiality, that no account lS given of witchcraft in

Connecticut. The only reaſon is, that after the most

careful reſearches, no mdictment of any perſon for that

crime, nor any proceſs relative to that affair can be found.

The minute in' _Goff's journal, publiſhed by Governor

Hutchinſon, relative to the execution of Arm Ce'es, and

an obſcnre tradition that one or two perſons were execu

ted at Stratford is all Fhe information to be found relative
to that unhappy Affalſ- ſi -

, THE countenance and affistance which the honorable

legiflature have gwcn Fhe writeſ', by allowing him a free

acceſs to the public fccoſds and papers, is most reſpect

ſuny acknowledged- 'i . ; - r _ ,

'rHE attentionv and complaiſance with' which -he has

been treated by the ſecretaries: of the state and their reſ.

active ſamilies', while he has had occaſion to examine the

public records and paþers, challenge the Warmest ex'preſ-z

' . ſi. I: hjl- '.'

, To his brethrenvinlthe ministry, the gentlemen of. the

bar, and the towns who have ſo generoully encouraged

and ſupported the ſubſcripfionſhe returns-his grateful ac

knowledgements. ' x- ' '

ſ THE labor oſ collecting the materials for the history

and compilement has. been almost inCredible. The ex

penſcof publication will be great.- However ſhould it

meet a favorable reception, affist the legiflator or divine,v

the gentlemen oſ the bench or.0f the bar ; ſhould it afford.

instruction and pleaſure torthe ſons and daughters oſ the

state, and, m any degree, advance its morals or literature,

it willbe an ample compenſatibn. >' ,

) r
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tion; Ninigratt pcrſy in in his hefflilities against the In
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diction. Canini/erſ' between the two colonier. Setrle
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the tommffanem. Anſwer to the propoſition: from hit

majesty, and reply to the Dulze of Humilton': claim unripe
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CHAPTER XIIL
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tinomianiſm. Affisterl in the compilation iſ Cambridge
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(lſſnſianr and mntrow'ſiu in the calony and churche: in
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hiedcommunion with them,.and baptiſmfir their children.

The tour! of Connecticut find to the other general warre
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hury. Death: and character: of' the Reverend effieur:

John Davenport and John Warham. General attempt:

for a refirmation of mannere. Religion:state ofthe colony

in 1680. Attempt:for the instruction and christianizing

of the Indian: in Connecticut. Act of the legi/lature reſ
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CHAPTER I.

lNTRODUCTION. The dz'ſcavery ngortb Amen'c'

and New-England. Captain Smitb': dyen-very. The

country i: named [Very-England. New-Flintth ſid

tltd. The great potent qf New-England, and parent aſ

Mqſacbustttr. Tin-ſettlement of Salem, C/urkstown,

Bgstzm, and other town: in Meſſc/zuſttrr. Mr. Wah

Im'n, Mr. Pbillip: and Mr. Hook', 'with other: aſ 'be

fi'f planter: aſ Cannecticut, arrive and makcstttlementr

at Dan-beste', Waterto'wn and Newta-wn. Their c/m'

tlm' areformed and the, are ordained.

HE ſettlement of New-England, purely for the BOOK I.

purpoſes of Religion, and the propagation ofciv-w

il and religious liberty, is an event which has no paral

lel in the history of modern ages. The piety, ſelf deni

al, ſufferings, patience, perſeverance and magnanimity

of the first ſettlers of the country are without a rival.

The happyv and extenſive conſequences of the ſettle

ments which they made, and of the ſentiments which

they were careful to propagate, to their posterity, to the

church and to the world, admit ofno deſcription. They

are still increaſing, ſpreading wider and wider, and ap

pear more and more important.

THE planrers of Connecticut were among the illustri

ous characters, who first ſettled New-England, and

twice made ſettlements, first in Maſſachuſetts, and 'then

B
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. . ' an a e when the

nnccticut on bare crcaalznknzzg thegy, by vohnþ

of freedom was bur J" f tie most? free and happy

ompact, formed one o h_ h mankind have ever

mit-ons Of government w 1cb distinguiſhed by

cd. Connecticut- has ever est! ildneſs of its

- ſ irit of its government, t e m

ſſcc p - 'ff ſi nofknowledge, among _

and the glengfslni; u. she), have been no leſs dlſ.

of its 11) m 1 a - _ _iſhed by their induikry, economy,_{ſ)urit}o<;f flocks:

population and ſpu'lt of entering-A e. fiva] as to

a century and half, they have h _ no 1, eacc

eadineſs of their government, their interna p

' dhi hen'o ment of domeſ

narmony, their lovean g ]_Y , Th h vc
ivil and religious'ordcr and happineſs. eg 1: st

stood among the most illuminated, first and e

iders of the civil and religious rights of_mank1nd.

en; history of ſuch a people muil; he curious, enter

ug and important. It will exhibit the faireſt mod

F'civil government, of religious order, purity and

an happineſs. It is the deſign of the preſent work

7 this history before the public.

s the planters of Connecticut were among the first

zrs of New-England, and interested in the first. pa

z and ſettlements, ſketches of the diſcovery of the

itry, of the patents by which it was conveyed and

led to the different colonies, and of the first ſettle

ts will be neceſſary to illustrate the history of Con

icut and be a natural preliminary to this work,

ZHRIsTOPHER COLUMBUS, a Genoeſe, diſcovered the

tern dles, and first communicated to Europe the in

.gcnce of anew world : but the Cabots had the hon

>f dlſCOVCrlllg the great continent of North America.

OHN _CABOT, a Venetian, born in En land' in

)4J,OIchſcovired Nlewfoundland and. the lfland of

vis. n con equence of this diſcover kin
nlry thic ſeventh of England, in whoſe ſerviceyiie wags

Y Ozse '15011ſ01'red'0n him the honor of knighthood *,

zcogvefle 'in and hlS ſons a commiffiou to make further

er he r: "3 the 'Jew world. John Cabot died ſoon

1497 ſz-Swled this commiffion. His ſon Sebastian,

r fames: rfflch hadoceedfid to the 67thed ing hls courſe by his journnls'

LSYCQ Of north latitude, and re
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turning to the ſouthward, fell in with the continent in BOOK I.

the 56th degree of north latitude -, and thence explored wv

the coast as far ſouth as the Floridas. From theſe diſ

coveries originated the claims of England to theſe parts

of the northern continent.

IN 1602, Bartholomew Goſnold diſcovered ſome part

of New-England. He first touched on its eastern coast,

in about 43 degrees of north latitude; and, ſailing to

the ſouthward, landed on the Elizabeth Iflands. He

made ſome diſcoveries of the adjacent parts and gave
the name to Caſipe Cod and Martbas Vineyard.

CAPTAIN Henry Hudſon, commiflioned b King me',

James I. in 1608, ſailed, in the employment o ſeveral

London Merchants, to North America. He came Up

on the coast in about 40 degrees of north latitude, and

made a diſcovery oſ Long lſland and Hudſon's river.

He proceeded up the river as far as the latitude of 43,

and called it by his own name.

Anon-r two years after he made a ſecond voyage to

the river, in the ſervice of a number of Dutch mer

chants ; and, ſome time after, made ſale of his right to

the Dutch. The right to the country however was an- .

tecedently in King James, by virtue of the diſcovery

which Hudſon had made under his commiflion. The

Engliſh protested against the ſale; but the Dutch, in

1614, under the Amsterdam West India company,

built a fort nearly on the ſame ground where the city of

Albany now is, which they called fort Aurania. Sir

Thomas Dale, governor of Virginia, direct! after diſ

patched Captain Argale to diſpoſſeſs the utch, and

they ſubmitted to the king of England, and under him

to the governor of Virginia.* A

THE ſame year captain John Smith, who ſome years

before had been governor of Virginia, made a voyage

to this part of the continent. He ranged the coast from

Penobſcot to Cape Cod z made a diſcovery of the river

Paſcataqua, and the Maſſachuſetts Iflands. On his re

turn to England, he publiſhed a deſcription of the coun

try, with a map of the ſea coast, and gave it the name

oſ New-England.

IN 1620, a number oſ pious people, part of Mr. John New

Robinſon's church and congregation, who, by the vio- Plimouth

lence oſ perſecution, had been driven from their pleaſ. ſkilled

ant feats and enjoyments in England, arrived on the '520'

" Smith's history of New-York, p. z.

1603.

1610.

1614.
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coast; and, after braving every danger, and enduring

almost every hardſhip and distreſs of which human na

ture is capable, effected a permanent ſettlement in this

part of North America. They gave it the name ofNew

Plimouth. By voluntary compact they formed them

ſelves into a ſmall commonwealth, and had a ſuc

ceſiion of governors. They ſettled all that part of Maſ

ſachuſetts included in the county of Plimouth. By

making per-manent ſettlements, to which others might

reſort, on their first arrival in New-England, or aſter

wards in times of distreſs ; by making treaties with the

Indians, by which the peace of the country was prefer

ved ; by their knowledge of it, and the experience

which they had gained, they were of peculiar advantage

to thoſe who came over and made ſettlements after

them. They were a pious, industrious people, and ex

hibited towards each other the most striking examples

of fratemal affection. They continued a distinct colo

ny for about ſevent years, until their incorporation, by

the charter of William and M'ary, in 1691, with the

colony ofMaſſachuſetts and the provinee of Main.

NOVEMBBR 3d. 1620, just before the arrival of Mr.

Robinſon's people in New-England, King James the

first, by letters potent, under the great ſeal of England,

inco orated the duke of Lenox, the marqui es of

Buckingham and Hamilton, the earls of Arunde] and

Warwick, and others, to the number of fort noblemen,

knights and gentlemen, by the name '5 o the council

" establiſhed at Plimouth in the count of Devon, for

U the planting, ruling and governing o NEw-ENGLAND

" in America"-" and granted unto them, and their

U ſucceſſors and aſiigns, all that part of America, l'y

" ing and being in breadth from forty degrees of north

U latitude, from the 1! uinoctial line, to the forty eighth

" degree of ſaid nort erly latitude inclufively, and in

K length of, and within all the breadth aforcſaid,

U throughout the main lands from ſea to ſea." The

patent ordained that this tract of country ſhould be call

ed New-England in America, and by that name have

continuance for ever.

Tms grant is the broad baſis on which stand all the

other grants made to the colonics in New-England.

This prepared the Way for future grants and the imme

diate ſettlement of New-England.
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On the 1-9th ofMarch was, the Plimonth company BOOK I.

granted unto Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, VW

Lmightg'ſhomasSouthcmt,John Humphry, John Endi- Pan-nt of

cot andSimon Whitcmnh,thcir heirs and affigns forever, Maſſachu

all that part of New-England in Americn ,Which lies and 'gins h

extends between Merrimack river and Charles river, in wi: w)

the bottom of Maſſzchuſctts hay, and three miles to the

north and ſouth of every part of Charles river, and three

miles ſouth of the ſoutherinnost part of ſaid bay, and

three miles to the northward of every part of Merrimack

river, and " all lands and hereditaments whatſoever

U lying Within the limits aforeſaid north and ſouth, in

* latitude and breadth; and in length and longitude,

U of and within all the breadth aforcſaid throughout

tt the main lands there, from the Atlantic ſea and ocean

" on the east part, to the ſouth ſca on the west part."

On the 4th of March 1629, king Charles the first Conſimþ

confirmed this potent under the great ſeal of England. ed March

This was the parent of Maſſachuſctts bay, under which 4- 1619

the ſettlement oſ that colonyimmediatcly commenced.

AT this time liberty of conſcience could not be en- Nommly

joyed in the parent country. No indulgenee was grant- of con.

ed even to the most pious, loyal, and conſcientious peo- ſcience in

ple, who would not strictly conform to the habits, cer- Englmd*

emonies, and worſhip of the church of England. All

non-conformists were expoſed to t'ines, impriſonments,

the ruin of their families, fortunes, and every thing

which ought to be dear to men. The most learned, pi

ous, orthodox and inoffcnſive people, who did not con

ſorm to the church of England, were treated, by the

king and his biſhops, with far greater ſeverity, than

drunkards, fabbath breakers, or even the most notorious

debauchecs. They were condemned, in the ſpiritual

courts, without juries, without having the witneflbs a

gainst them, brought into court, to depoſe face to face 3

and, ſometimes, without knowing the crime alledng

against them, or who were the witneſſes by whom it

was to be proved. Many of the pious people, in Engs mw

land, were ſo haraſſed and perſecuted, for their non

conformity, that they determined, if poffible, rather to

make ſettlements in a dreary wildcrneſs, at the distance

of three thouſand miles from their native country, than

endure the perſecution and' ſufferings, to which they

were constantly expoſed from the hands of thoſe, who

'A
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ought to have cheriſhed and defended them. This cruel

treatment of cur venerable ancestors was the cauſe of

the ſettlement of the New-England colonies and chur

ches It will ever be the distinguiſhing glory Oſ theſe

colonies, That they were not originally formed for the

advantages oſ trade and worldly emolument; but for

the noble purpoſes oſ religion, the enjoyment oſ liberty

oſ conſcience in the worſhip and ordinanccs of God.

The pious fathers of theſe colonies wiſhed to enjoy the

uncorruptcd goſpel, adminiſtered in all its ordinance:

in purity and power ; and to tranſmit the invaluable

bleſſings of civil and religious liberty to their remotest

posterity. With theſe views they left their native coun

try, their pleaſant ſeats and enjoyments in Europe, and

made ſettlements in the wilds of America.

THE ſame year in which the patent of Maſſachuſetts

received the royal confirmation, Mr. John Endicot was

ſent ovcr with about three hundred people, by the pa

tentees to prepare the way ſor the ſettlement oſ a per

manent colony in that part Of New-England. They ar

rived at Naumkcak in June, and began a ſettlement

which the -named Salcm. This was the first town in
Maſſachulyetts and the ſecond in New-England.

ABOUT a hundred Oſ the planters who came over

with Mr. Endicot, removed very ſoon to Miſhawam and

began a plantation at that place. Here they erected a

very ſpacious houſe, and made other preparations for

the accommodation Of thoſe, who were expected from

England the next year. They called their ſettlement

Charleſlowu.

AT a meeting of the company, for the planting of the
Maflſiachuſetts, in England, August 29th it was voted,

That the patent and government of the plantation be

transferred to New-England.*

" THE next year therefore, ſeventeen ſhips were pre

pared, with all neceſſaries for the ſettlement of a colony.

Eleven or twelve Of theſe ſhips made a ſafe arrival in

New-England by the middle of July, and they all arri

ved beſorc the cloſe of the year.-l- In theſe came over

governor Winthrop and the magistrates of the colony,

who had been previouſly choſen in England. With

 

* Princc's Chron. p. 192. 1- lbid. part II. p. ro.
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them alſo came a number of ministers, toilluminate the BOOK l.

inſant churches and preach in the Wilderncſs the glad w)

tidings of ſalvation.

ON the loth, or lzth of July, governor Winthrop
arrived at Charlcstown with about ſiſtccn hundred peo- GOV-Wctm'

ple. They encamped in cottages, booths and tents. trary;"

upon Charlcstown hill. Their place of public worſhip Chz'fleſ,

was under a large, ſpreading tree. Here Mcſlicurs Wil-- town Ju'y

ſon and Phillips preached their first ſermons to theſe pi- Io

ous pilgrims: In the ſhips which arrived this year

there came over about ſeventcen hundred people. In

this and the last year there came into New-England two

thouſand plantcrs. Theſe ſettlcd about nine or ten TOWHS_

towns or villages. A conſiderable number ſcttled at H'IFZL:
Boston and Charlestown. Many of the principal char- ſctſiiwso:

acters fixed their abode in theſe towns. Governor

Wiothrop lived iu the great houſe, which had been

erected, the preceding year at Charlestown. Mr. lſaac

Johnston, who married the lady Arabella, ſister of the

earl of Lincoln, and who had the beſt estate oſ any of .

the company, fixed his reſidence at Boston. He was

the great promoter of the ſettlement oſ the capital of the

Maſſacbuſctts.5 Sir Richard Saltonstall, who was a-*

nother oſ the magistrates, with his com any, ſcttlcd an

Watcrtown. They made choice of him Phillips for

their pastor. Mr. Pyncheon, and another compzply,

began a ſettlement at Roxbury, and the famous .

John Eliot and Mr. Wcld, who came into New-England

the next year, were clcctcd their ministers. Other

companies ſcttled Mcdſord and Weymouth. Boston

and Charlestown, the first year, conſidered themſelves

as one company, and choſe Mr. Wilſon for their pastor.

IN one of the first ſhips, which arrived this year, came

over the Rcvcrend Mr. John Warham, Mr. John Mav- 1639"

ctick, Mr. Rolliter, Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Henry Wolcott

and others of Mr. Warham's church and congregation,

who ſirst ſettled the town of Windſor in Connecticut.

Mr. Roſſitcr and Mr. Ludlow were magistrates. Mr.

'Wolcott had a ſine eſtate, and was a man of ſuperior a

bilitics. This was an honourable company. Mr.

'Warham had been a famous minister in Exctcr the cap

ital of the county oſ Devonſhirc. The people who

 

1; Prince'a Chron. p. 240. fl lbid. part H. Section 1.. p. 2.
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BOOK. I. came with him were from the three countics of Devon

L/YV ſhire, Dorſetſhirc, and Somerſetſhire.

> SOMETIME before the 20th of March just as they

were about to embark for New-England, upon a day of

ſolemn fasting and prayer they were formed into acon

gregational church, in the new hoſpital at Plimouth in

England. They then made choice of Mr. Warham and

Mr. Mavericl: to be their pastor and teacher, and they

were ordained, or reinstalled to the care of this particu

Iar church. The famous Mr. White of Dorchester

preached and affisted on this occaſion."

THEY ſailed from Plimouth in England, on the 'loth

Mr, War. of March, in the ſhip Mary and John of 4oo tons, and

harm ar- arrived at Nantaſket on the Lord's day, May 3oth. The

T" NPY next day captain Squeb, master of the ſhip, put them

if: first" and their goods on ſhore at Nantaſket point, and in this

ſwim, of ſituation, leſt them to ſhift for themſelvesctl But, by

Windſor. the aſſistance of ſome of the old planters, they obtained

a boat and proceeded up Charles river to the place ſince

called W'atertown. Here they landed their goods and

erected a ſhelter to cover them ; but as they had many

cattle, and found a neck of land at Mattapan, affording

g'ood accommodations for them, they ſoon removed and

began a ſettlement there. They named their town

Dorchester.

Sm Richard Saltonstall's people, who ſettled at Wa

'530' tertown, were the first ſettlers of Wethersfield, in Con

Winter; necticut. Mr. Phillips, who was elected their pastor,

of weak at Watertcwn, had been minister at Boxford in the

(Hſield- county of Eſſex. Must of them were, probably, the

people of his former charge, and from the ſame county.

THE emigrants who came into New England with

manam), Mr. Endicot and governor Winthrop, ſoon after their

and [eſſe-5 arrival, were Vifith with uncommon ſickneſs and mor

of the firſt tality. Of the Company who came with Mr. Endicot,

Yea"- the last year, cighty were in their graves, before govern

or Winthrop arrived. He found the colonyin very miſ

erable circumstances. Many of thoſe who were yet liv

ing were in a weak and ſickly condition. The people

had ſcarcely a ſnſſzciency of proviſion for their ſublist

ence fourteen days. Belides, they had ſustained a cap

 

l] Prince's Chron. p. aco. II Ibid. p 207. C4ptain Sqncb

was afterwards obliged to pay damages for this conduct,
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ital loſs in their ſervants. They brought over with them BOOK I.

a hundred and eighty. Theſe cost them more than WV

three thouſand pounds sterling. But they were ſo

straightened for proviſions, that they were neceffitated

to give all thoſe, who ſurvived the ſickneſs, their liberty,

that they might ſhift for themſelves!

MAN? of the ſhips which arrived this year had a long

paſſage of ſeventeen or eighteen weeks ; in conſequence

of which, numbers had the ſcurvy, and came on ſhore

in a ſickly condition. By reaſon of wet lodgings, in cot

tages and miſerable huts, for the want of freſh ſood and

o er conveniences, this ſickneſs increaſed. Other

diſeaſes alſo, ſoon attacked them with violence; ſo that

in a fortnight or three weeks, the ſickneſs became gen

tra', In a ſhort time ſo many fell ſick, that the well

were not ſufficient properly to attend them, and bury

the dead. Great numbers died and were buried on

Charlestown hill.+ The ſickneſs and mortalitygreatly re

tarded the neceſſary labours and affairs of the colony -, ſo

that many of the people were obliged to lie in tents, or

miſmble huts during the winter. By the next ſpring a

hundred and twenty or more were among the dead. Of 1530.

this number were Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Rofliter. The -

charming lady Arabella, celebrated for her many virtues,

died before her huſband. She was ſister to the earl of

Lincoln ; and, for the ſake of religion, came from a para

diſe of eaſe, plenty and delight, in the houſe of are

novr'ed earl,into a wilderneſs oſ toil, diſaster,and miſery.

ABOUT a hundredr of the people were diſcouraged,

ar J returned to England 3 two hundred were dead,

and ſome went to Piſcataqua. About ſeventeen hun

dred remained 5 a little more than a hundred and eighty

perſons, or thirty ſamilies, on an average, to each town.

The greatest numbers fixed themſelves at Boston and

Watertown. In theſe towns there were probably nearly

ſixty families. In Charlestown and Dorchester about

forty, and in the other towns not more than fifteen or

twenty familiesdt

. IN addition to all the other calamities With which theſe Faminc

plantations had been viſited, they, this year, experienced 163"

 

' Prince's Chron. p. zoq, no. 't The ſame p. an.

I lbid. part 11. p. r and 3LC
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Boox I. the distreſs of ſamine. By the beginning oſ February,

wbread ſailed in every houſe, except the governor's, and

even in this the family were reduced to the last loaves.

Such were the neceſiities of the people, that they fed on

clams, muſcles, ground-nuts and acoms. Indeed, in.

the winter ſeaſon, it was with great difficulty, that the

people procured theſe poor articles of fubſistence. The

governors ſoreſeeing, in the fall, that they ſhould want

proviſions, diſpatched a ſhip to Ireland to procure them

a ſupply. Her happy arrival on the 5th oſ February

prevented their periſhing with famine. The return of

health in the ſpring, the arrival of other veſſels with

proviſions afterwards, and a plenteous harvest, gave the

affairs of the eolony a more proſperous appearance.

WHILE affairs were thus tranſacting in the colony,

the violent perſecution of the puritans in England, made

great numbers look towards America as the only

ſafe retreat from the impending storm. This, annually,

' occaſioned a large acceffion of new planters, to the ſet

tlements in New-England.

IN 1630, the reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, a gen

tleman of great abilities, and a famous preacher, at

Chelmsford in the county of Eſſex, was ſilenced for

non-conſormity. To eſcape ſines and impriſonment he

fled into Holland. He was held in ſuch high and uni-v

verſal esteem among his acquaintance, that forty-ſeven

ministers in his Vicinity petitioned the biſhop of London

in his ſavour. Theſe were all eonformists, and witneſſ

ed for Mr. Hooker, That they esteemed him, and knew

him a to be, for doctrine orthodox, for life and con

" verſation honest, for diſpoſition peaeeable and no

" wiſe turbulent or factious" However, as he was a

non-conformist, no pcrſonal or acquired excellencies, no

testimonials of his good conduct, nor prayers of his

friends could ſave him from proſecutions and depoſi

tion.

He was ſo esteemed as apreacher, that not only his

own people, but others from all parts of the county of

Eſſex flocked to hear him. The noble earl of Warwick,

though he reſided at a great distance from Chclmsſord,

was ſo delighted with his public perform'ances, that he

frequently attended them. Great numbers not only

attended his ministry but experienced its ſalutary effects,

and found themſelves willing to emigrate into any part
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of the world to enjoy the happineſs of ſuch a pastor. BOOK I.

No ſooner therefore was he driven from them, than MN

they turned their eyes towards New-England. They

hoped that if comfortable ſettlements could be made

in this part of America, they mightobtain him'for their

pastor. Therefore, in 163 2, a large body ofthem came

over and ſettled at Newtown, ſince called Cambridge,

in Maſſachuſetts. NUmbers of them, it ſeems, came 1652

over at an earlier period and began to ſettle at VVey

mouth, but this year they all removed to Newtown.

They had expreflcd their earnest deſires to Mr. Hooker, ,

that he would come over into New-England, and take

the pastoral charge of them.

AT their deſire he leſt Holland, and having obtained Mr Hook

Mr. Samuel Stone, a lecturer at Torcester in North- e,- 'armes

amptonſhire, for an aſlistant in the ministry, took his Sept. 4th

paſſage for America in the Griffin, a ſhip of 300 tons, 1533

and arrived at Boston September 4th '633. With him

came over the famous Mr. John Cotton, Mr. john

Haynes, afterwards governor of Connecticut, Mr. Goff

and two hundred other paſſengers of importance to the

colony.

MR- Hooxnn, ſoon after his arrival at Boston, pro
caedſied to Newtown, where, finding himſelf in the midst '633*

ofa joyful and affectionate people, he was filled with

joy himſelf. He embraced them with open arms ſay

ing, in the language of the apostle, 5' Now I live if ye

stand fast in the Lorm!" Theſe were thepious people,

who afterwards ſettl'ed the town of Hartford.

SOON after Mr. Hooker's arrival he was choſen pastor, Men-m,"

and Mr. Stone teacher of the people at Newtown. On Hooker &

the I 'th of October the church was gathered, and af- SYPM 01'

ter ſolemn fasting and prayer, the pastor and teacher gazed h

were ordained to their reſpective offices. The church "Uſ"

at Watertown had been gathered before on the 27th of

August 1630, and Mr. Phillips ordained pastor.

the three churches of Windſor, Hartford and Wethers- ned at w:

field were gathered antecedently to their ſettlement in tertown

Connccticut, and it does not appear that they were ever AUÞ fflh

regathered afterwards. '630'

 

" Magnalia BJII. Thelife offlooker. _"_ " .

u



12 THE HISTORY CHA r. II.

CHAPTER, II.BOOK I.

VW

THEpalm' ty' Ca'mectitut. Tbtſituatian, extent, bunda

'ier and arm of flatſettled part of t/n rolony. The dif

towry of Cmntcticut river ,- a deſcription qfit, and lb'

ſignification of it: name. The rolony derive: it: name'

from 'be river. Dtſcription eſ other river-1. Plimoutb

and Dutch beaſtſ. Prq/þect: qſtrade upon [be river.

. HE great Plimouth company wiſhed to make

l grants of their lands as fast as they could find

purchaſers, and conſormity was ſo preſſed and the times

grew ſo difficult, in England, that men of quality, as

'well as others, were amious to provide, for themſelves

and their friends,a retreat in America. Another parent

therefore, containing a large tract of country, in New

England, ſoon ſucceeded that of Maſſachuſctts.

On the loth of March 1631, Robert earl oſ Warz

Old pab wick, preſident of the council of Plimouth, under his

ent omen hand and ſeal, did grant and con-firm unto the honora

necticut, ble William Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert Lord Brooks,

'631- Robert Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, Eſquire, Sir Na

thaniel Rich, Sir Richard Saltonstall and others, to the

number oſcleven, and to their heirs, aſſigns and aſſoci

ates for ever, I' All that part of New-England in Amer

fl ica, which lies and extends itſelf from a river there

U called Narraganſet river, the ſpace of forty leagues

U upon; strait line near the ſea ſhare, towards the'

" ſouthwcst, west and by ſouth, or west as the coaſt li

<' eth towards Virginia, accounting three Engliſh miles

i' to the league, and all and ſingular the lands and here

" dltaments whatſoever, lying and being within the

'i lands aforeſaid, north and ſouth in latitude and

*' breadth, and in length and longitudc of, and within

'ſ all the 'breadth aforeſaid, throughout all the main

" landsthere, from the westem ocean to the ſouth ſeas;

" and all lands, grounds, ſoil, wood and wood lands,

i' ground, havens, ports, creelts and rivers, waters, fiſh

" ings and hereditaments whatſoever, lying within the

'ſ ſaid ſpacc,*and every part and parcel thereof; and al

" ſo all iflands lying in America aforeſaid in the ſaid

'ſ ſeas, or either of them on the western or eastem coasts,

*' or parts of the ſaid tracts of land, by the preſents to
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" be given or granted."_t The council of Plimouth, BOOK I.

the preceding year, 1630, granted this whole tract to VW

the earl of Warwick, and it had been confirmed to him

by a patent from king Charles the first.

THis is the original patent of Connecticut. The ſet

tlers of the two colonics of Connecticut 'and New-Ha

ven were the patenttes oſ Viſcount Say and Seal, Lord

Brook and their aſſociates, to whom the patent was ori

ginally given.

PRESXDENT Clap deſcribes the extent of the tract

conveyed by this patent in the words following, " All EXYCM Of

i' that part of New-England. which lies west from Nar

1' raganſet rive: a hundred and twenty miles on the ſea pamm

" coast ; and from thence in latitude and breadth afore

" ſaid to the ſouth ſea. This grant extends from point

" Judith to New-York, and from thence a west line to

ll the ſouth ſea: and if we take Narraganſet river in its

I' whole length, this tract will extend as ſar north as

I' Worccster. It comprehends the whole oſ the colony

U of Connccticut and much more."1- Neal, Douglaſs,

Hutchinſonfi and all ancient historians and writers have

repreſented all the New-England grants as extending

west from the Atlantic ocean to the ſouth ſea. Indeed -

the words of the patent are most expreſs, declaring its 1631'

extent to be ſouth west or west, towards Virginia to be

in length and longitude throughout all the main lands

to the ſouth ſeas.

THE colony of the Maſſachuſctts, and the commiſ

ſioners of the United colonies oſ New-England, under

stood the patents in this light and hence extended their

claims to the westward oſ the Dutch ſettlements. The

Meſſachuſetts, in the year r659 made a grant oſ lands,

oppoſite to ſort Aurania, upon Hudſon's river, to a

number Of principal merchants, in the colony, who

were plannin to make ſettlements in thoſe parts." The

ſame year, t e commiflioners of the united colonies

aſſerted their claim of all the westem lands to the ſouth

ſea. In a letter to the Dutch governor, September rst

 

See this patent in the appendix No. r.

Manuſcripts of preſident Clap.

5 Ncal's history N. E. vol. I. p- 148. Douglaſr vol. II.p. 90

and 160; and Hutchinſon vol.1.p. 64 and 'ol.ll p. 203.

n Hutchinſon vol. 1. p. 159.
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1659, they write, V We preſume you have heard from

" your people, of the fort of Aurania, that ſome of our

U people, the Engliſh, have been lately in thoſe parts,

V upon diſcovery of ſome meet places for plantations,

U within the bounds of the parent of the Maſſachuſetts

-" colon ; which from the latitude of 42 degrees and

U a hal , or 42 degrees and 33 and a half minutes, and

U ſo northerly extends itſelf from east to west, in lon

fl gitude through the main land of America, from the

U Atlantic ocean to the ſouth or west ſea."

THE patents to Virginia, the Carolinas, and Geor

gia, have ever been understood to have the ſame weſ

terly cxtenſion. In the ſame light have they always

been viewed, by the Britiſh kings, and have been plead

ed and acted upon, in treaties, - between the court of

Great Britain, and the French and Spaniſh monarchs.

By virtue of this construction of patents and charters

of the American colonies, it was, that all the western

territories, as far as Miffiſippi, were, in the late peace

with Great Britain, ceded to the states of America.

From the ſame construction of the patents, congreſs

have taken a formal ſurrender of the unappropriated

western lands from particular states, and from Connect

icut no leſs than from others. '

THE fituation of the ſettled part of Connecticut is '

chiefiy from 4' to 42 degrees of north latitude, and

from 72 to 73 degrees and 45 minutes west longitude.

It is bounded ſouth by the ſea ſhore about '90 miles,from

Byram river, in the latitude of 40 degrees and 58 min

utes, and longitude 7i degrees and 25 minutes, to Paw

catuck river, in latitude 41 degrees and 17 minutes, and

in longitude 72 degrees and 25 minutes; east on the

colony of Rhode-lſland 45 miles; north on Maſſachu

ſetts 72 miles, the line running nearly in the latitude

of 42 degrees 3 and west on New-York about 73 miles.

It contains 4,730 ſquare miles, and 3,020,ooo actes.

One twentieth part of the colony is water and high

wayscl- Excluſive of theſe there are 2,869,ooo acres.

Of this about 2,64o,ooo are estimated improveable.

+ To find the quantity of water and high ways, an accurate

computation was made of the proportion of water and high

ways in a particular town, which was ſuppoſed to contain an a

velage with the towns in general.
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The land is excellently watered and liberal to the huſ- Boox 1.'

bandman. Though, in ſome places it is mountainous W_

and broken, yet the greatest part of this is profitable ei

ther for wood or razing. There are ſome thinlands,

but theſe are profitable with proper manuring and cul

tivation.

THE preſent population is more than fifty fouls to pegſce of

every ſquare mile, including land and water. . It is a- popula

bout one perſon to every ten or twelve acres of land. tion

THE first diſcoveries made of this part of New-Eng

land were of its principal river and the fine meadows

lying upon its banks. Whether the Dutch at New

Netherlands, or the people of New-Plimouth were the

first diſcoverers of the river is not certain. Both the

Engliſh and Dutch claimed to be the first diſcoverers,

and both purchaſed and made a ſettlement of the lands

upon it nearly at the ſame time.

IN 1631, Wahquimacut, a ſachem upon the riverI .( 1.
Connccticut, made a journey to Plimouth and Boston, tzvjiral'co"

earnestly ſoliciting the governors of each of the colo- on the ziv.

nies to ſend men to make ſettlements upon the river. er.

He repreſented the exceeding fruitfulneſs of the coun

try, and promiſed that he would ſupply the Engliſh, if

they would make a ſettlement there, with corn annu

ally, and give them eighty beaver ſkins. He urged that

two men might be ſent to view the country. Had this

invitation been accepted it might have prevented the ' "

Dutch claim to any part ofthe lands upon the river, and

opened an extenſive trade, in hemp, furs, and deer

flains, with all the Indians upon it, and far into Canada.

THE governor of Maſſachuſetts treated the ſachem

and his company with generoſity, but paid no further

attention to his propoſal. Mr. Winſlow, the governor

of Plimouth, judged it worthy of more attention. It

ſeems, that ſoon after he went to Connccticut, and diſ

covered the river and the adjacent parts. The com

miflioners of the United colonies, in their declaration

against the Dutch, in 1653, ſay, " Mr. Winſlow, one

V of the commiffioners for Plimouth, diſcovered the

" freſh river when the Dutch had neither trading houſe

" nor any pretence to a foot of land there-"r

r63r.

 

1- Record' of the United Colonier. -
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I'loox I. IT very ſoon appeared that the earnestneſs, with

WV which the Indian ſachem ſolicited the Engliſh to make

'632.

Deſcrip

tion of

/ Connecti

cut river \'

ſettlements on the river, originated in the distreſſed state

of the river Indians. Pekoath, at that time, the great

ſachem of the Pequims, or Pequots, was conquering

them, and driving their ſachems from that part of the

country. i The Indian king imagined, that if he could

perſuade the Engliſh to make ſettlements there, they

would defend him from his too powerful enemies.1:

THE next year, the people of New-Plimouth made _

more particular diſcoveries, upon the river, and ſound

a place near the mouth of the little river, in Windſor,

at which they 'udged a trading houſe might be erected,

which would [ſe advantageous to the colony.

THE Indians repreſented that the river Connecticut

extended ſo far north, and ſo near the great lake, 'that

they paſſed their canoes from the lake into it z and that

from the great ſwamps about the lake came most of the

beaver in which they traded.

ONE of the branches of Onion river, in Vermont, is

within ten miles of Connecticut river. This was an

ciently called the French river. The French and In

dians from Canada came by this river, and from this in

to Connecticut, when they made their attacks on the

northern frontiers of New-England and Connecticut.

CONNECTICUT river has its ſource in that grand ridge

of mountains which divides the waters of New-England

and Canada, and extends north-easterly to the gulph of

't. Lawrence. The ſource-oſ its highest branch is in

about 45 degrees and a half, or 46 degrees of north lat

itude. Where it enters New-England, in 45 degrees

of north latitude, it is ten rods in breadth, and in run

ning ſixty miles further, it becomes twenty-four rods

wide. lt forms the boundary line between New

Hampſhire and Vermont about two hundred miles.

Thence running through the states of Maſſachuſetts and

Connecticnt, it diſembogues its waters into Long-Illand

ſound,between Saybrook and Lime. It runs witha

gentle flow, as its courſe is, between three and four

hundred miles. Its breadth through Connecticut, at a

medium is between a hundred rods and half a mile.

In the high ſpring floods it overflows its banks, and in

 

It Winthrop'a Journal p. 25.
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(bme places is nearly two miles in breadth. As its Bonx I.

banks are generally low, it forms and fertilizes a vastw

tract of the finest meadow *, ſeafible, fertile, and in

which a (bone is ſcarcely to be found. The general

courſe of this beautiful river, above, and between the

states of New-Hampſhire and Vermont, is nearly ſouth

west ,- thence it turns and runs but a few degrees well:

of ſouth to its mouth. At a ſmall distance from its

mouth is a bar of ſand, apparently formed by the cow

flux ofthe river and tide. Upon this there is but ten

feet of water, at full tide. The bar is at ſuch a diſl

tance from the mouth of the river, that the greateſt

floods do notincreaſe the depth of the water; This is

ſome obstmction to navigation, but any veſſel, which

can paſs the bar, may proceed, without obstruction as

far asMiddletown, thirty miles from the ſound; and

stable of eighty, and a hundred tons go up to Hartſord,

fifty miles from the river's mouth. By means of locks

and cuts, at the falls it is now navigable, for beats, more

than three hundred miles.

IN Connecticut, there is one exception to the lowneſs

of die rivefs banks. About three miles below Middle

town the river makes its way through two mountains,

by which its breadth is contracted to about forty rods.

This occaſions the waters, ſometimes, in the ſpring

floods, to riſe, even at Hartford, tWenty feet above the

common ſurface of the river. This, for the length of

its courſe, its gentle flow, its excellent waters, the rich

and ertenſive meadows which it forms, and the immenſe

quantities of fiſh, with which it abounds, is one oſ the

finest river: in New-England.

Nonn of the ancient adventurers, who diſcovered the

great continent of North America, or New-England,

made any diſcovery oſ this river. It does not appear

that it was known to any civilized nation, until ſome

ears after the ſettlement of the Engliſh and Dotch, at

limouth and New-Netherlands.

FROM this fine river, which the Indians called ngn- Connecti

ehtacnt, or Connecticut ; in Engliſh, the long river, the cumffmcd

colony, originally took its name. Indeed this is one frznmci'tzl

principal ſource of its wealth and convenience. Fivmp

THE Houſatonick and the little, or Famington river, Deſcn'p

westward of it, and Pequot river, now called the tion Ofſi"

'II
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BOOK I. Thames, on the east are alſo conſiderable ſource: of its

WV opulence and-proſperity. The Houſatonick, now com

Oſ Hour: monly called Stratford river, has two principal branches.

which ' One riſes in Laneſborough, and the other in Windſor,

in the county 'of Berkſhire, in Maſſachuſetts. Where

it enters Connecticut, between Saliſbury and Canaan,

it is about fifty rods wide, and running through the

whole length of the colony, it empties into the ſound

between Milford and Stratford. lt is navigable twelve

miles to Derby. Between Milſord and Stratford it is

'about eighty rods wide, and there is about four fathom

of water. Were it not obstructed, by a bar of ſhells, at

the mouth, it would admit large ſhips. Between Saliſ

bury and Canaan is a cataract where the water of the

whole river falls perpendicularly ſixty feet. The fall

produces a perfectly white ſheet of water and a mist in

_which various floating rainbows are exhibited, forming

a ſcene exquiſiter grand and beautiful.

Of Naſh THE Naugatuck, or Waterbury river, is another con

gdmclh fidzrable branch of the Houſatonicle. Its ſource 15 m

Torrin'gton, and' running through Harwinton, Plim

outh and Waterbury, it empties itſelf into ſaid river at

Derby.

of thcliþ THE little, or Farmington river, riſes in Beckit, in

He man hlaſiiichuſetts, croſſes the boundary line betweenthe

colonies at Hartland, and paſſing through Barkhempsted

'and New-Hartford, runs ſouth conſiderably below the

centre of Farmington first ſociety ; then, making

a remarkable turn, it runs back nearly a north courſe,

twelve or fourteen miles into Symſbury ; where it turns

easterly, and running into Windſor, diſcharges its waters

into Connecticut river nearly in the centre of the town.

This formerly was repleniſhed with all kinds of fiſh 'm

as great a profuſicn as Connecticut. The numerous

dams, which more lately have been erected upon it,

have very greatly obstructed their paſſage.

Of Pc- PEcLUoT river, or the Thames, empties into the ſound

quot- at New-London. It is navigable fourteen miles to

Norwich landing. Here it loſes its name, and branches

into Shetuket on the east, and Norwich or little river on

' _ the west.

Eggt'g'a'hc ABOUT a mile from the mouth of the little river is a

canne-cat remarkabLy romantic cataract. A perpendicular rock

Nurwgch; about twelve feet high extends itſelf acroſs the whole
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Channel. Over this the river pitches, inv one entire ſheet, BOOK l.

on to a bed of rocks. Here it is compreſſed, by a very VW

narrow and crooked paſſage, between two craggy cliffs,

and for fifteen or twenty rods forces its way over nume-

rous pointed tocks, with the most violent agitation.

Thence it flows into a large baſon, which ſpreads itſelf

for its reception. The long and constant falling of the

waters have excavated the tocks even to admiration. In

ſome, cavities are made, of a circular form, not leſs than

five or ſix feet deep. The ſmooth and gentle flow of

the river above the fall, the regularity and beauty of its

deſcent, the roughneſs and foam of the waters below,

and the rugged towering cliff impending the whole, pre

ſents the ſpectator with a ſcene majestic and pleaſing he

yond deſcription. -

THE Shetucltet, which name it bears as far only, as

the ſouthem boundary of Windham, is formed by the Of She

Willamantick and 0\u_enibaug rivers. The Willaman- When Wil

tick has its ſource in Maſihchuſetts, enters Connectieut la'gmt'Ck

at Stafford, and is the boundary line between Tolland King?"

and Willington, Coventry and Mansfield, and paffing

by Windham looſes itſelf in the Shetucket. (Deni

baug riſes in Brimfield, in Maſſachuſetts, and paſſing

through Sturbridge and Dudley croſſes the line, between

that state and Connecticut at Thompſon, and dividing

Pomſret from Killingly, Canterbury from Plainfield,

and Liſbon from Preston, flows into Shetucket.

THE colony is watered and fertilized by numerous

other rivers of leſs extent and utility.

As the people at Plimouth had explored Connecticut.

river, and fixed upon a place convenient for building

and commerce, and found the original proprietors of

the ſoil deſirous of their making ſettlements among

them, they judged it an affair worthy of public and im

mediate attention. .

IN July 1633 Mr. Winflow and Mr. Bradſord there

fore made a journey to Boston, to confer with governor

Winthrop and his council on the ſubject. Governor

Winllow and Mr. Bradford propoſed it to them, to

join with Plimouth, in a trade, to Connecticut for

hemp and beaver, and to erect a houſe for the purpoſes

of commerce. It was repreſented, as neceſſary to pre.

vent the Dutch from taking poſſeffion of that fine coun

try, who it was reported were about to build upon the
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Boox l. river. But: governor Winthrop declined the motion.

w He objected that it was not proper to make a plantation

1633.

Scptem

ber.

there, becauſe there were three or four thouſand warlike

Indians upon the river; and becauſe the bar at the

mouth of it was ſuch that ſmall pinances only could en

ter it, at high water: and becauſe that, ſeven months,

in the year, no veſſels cauld go into it, by reaſon of the

ice and the violence of the stream.

THE Plimouth people therefore determined to under

take the enterpriſe at their own riſk. Preparations were

made for erecting a trading houſe and establiſhing a

ſmall company upon the river. In the mean time, the

master of a vcffel from Maſſachuſetts, who was trading

at New-Netherlands, ſhewed to Gualter Van Twilly,

the Dutch governor, the commiſſion which the Engliſh

had to tradc and ſettle in New-England ; and, that his

majeſty the king of England had granted all theſe parts

to his own ſubjects. He therefore deſired that the

Dutch would not build at Connecticut. This appear'

to have bocn done at the direction of governor Win

throp : for in conſequence of it the Dutch governor

wrote a very complaiſant letter to him, in which he rep

reſented, that the lords, the States General, had granted

the ſame country to the West India company. He re

quested therefore, that the Engliſh would make no ſet

tlements at Connecticut, until the affair ſhould be de

termined, bctween the court of England and the State:

General! This appears to have been a piece of policy,

in the Dutch governor to keep the Engliſh still, until

the Dutch had got a firm fecting upon the river.

Slvnar. veſſels, this year, went into Connecticub

river to trade. John Oldharn, from Dorchester, and.

three men with him, alſo travelled through the wilder

neſt to Connecticut, to view the country and trode with

the Indians. The ſachem upon the river made him

most welcome, and gave him a preſent in beaver. He

found that the Indian hemp grew ſpontaneoufly in the

meadows, in great abundance. He purchaſed a qumtiy

ty of it ; and, upon trial, it appeared much to exceed

the hemp which grew in England.

WILLMM Hemms, of Plimouth, with his company

having prepared the frame of a houſe, with boards and

 

* Winthrop'u Journal p. 35.
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materials for covering it immediately, put them on BOOK l.

board veſſel and ſailed for Cannocticut. Holmes had VW

a commiſiioa from the governor of Plimouth, and a cho- 1433.

fen company to aceompl-ſh his deſign. When he came

into the river he found, that the Dutch had got in be

fore him,made a light fort, and planted two pieces of

cannon. This was erected at the place finoe called Hart

ford. The Dutch forbid Holmes's going up the river,

stood by their cannon, ordered him to strike his colours,

or they would fire upon him. But he was a man of

ſpirit, aſſured them that he had a commiſſion from the

governor of Plimouth to go up the river, and that he

must obey his orders. Thcy poured out their threats, Pumouſh

but he proceeded, and landing on the west ſide of the houſe e

river, erected his houſe a little below the mouth of the rected at

little river, in Windſorf The houſe was covered with WifldſOT

the utmost diſpatch, and fortiſied with paliſadoes. The 03'1555'

Sachems who were the original owners of the ſoil, had

been driven from this part of the country, by the Pe

quots 5 and were now carried home on board Holmes's

veſſel. Of them, the Plimouth people purchaſed the .

land, on which they erected their houſeſ This, gov- Dutch

emor Wolcott ſays, was the first houſe erected in Con- houſe at

necticut.1 The Dutch about the ſame time built a Hlſlfffld

trading houſe at Hartford which they called the Hirſe

of good hopes

IT was with great difficulty, that Holmes and his

company erected and fortified their houſe, and kept it Trouble'

afterwards. The Indians were offended at their bring- &3021th
ing home the original proprietors and lords of the coun- lnlaign__

try, and the Dutch, that they had ſettlcd there, and

were about to rival them, in trade and in the poſſeffion

of thoſe excellent lands upon the river. They were ob

liged therefore to combat both, and to keep a constant

watch upon them.

The Dutch,before the Plimouth people took poſſeſ

fion of the river, had invited them, in an amicable man

ner, to trade at Connecticut; but when they were apq

prized, that they were making preparations for a ſettle

 

* Manuſcripta of Gov. Wolcott.

I Ptince's Chron. part 11. See. 2, p. 94, 95, 96.

In his Manuſcripts.

5 Smith re reſents this houſe at built ten year' before it

was. Hilt. New-York p. z.
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BOOK I.
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Oct. 25.

Dec.1634.

. New-Albion.

Trade in

fur.

ment there, they repented of the invitation, and ' ſpared

no exertions to prevent them.

On the 8th of June the Dutch had ſent Jacob Van

Curter to purchaſe lands upon the river Connecticut.

He made a purchaſe oſ about twenty aeres at Hartſord

of Nepuquaſh, a Pequot captain. Oſ this the Dutch

took poſieſſron in October, and on the 25th of the month

Curter protested against William Holmes the builder

of the Plimouth houſe. Some time afterwards, the

Dutch governor, Walter Van Twiller, oſ fort Amster

dam, diſpatched areinſorcement to Connectieut, de

ſignin to drive Holmes and his company from the riv

er. i band of ſeventy men, under arms with banners

diſplayed, affaulted the Plimouth houſe, but they found

it ſo well ſortificd, and the men, who kept it, ſo vigi

lant and determined, that it could not be taken without

bloodſhed. They therefore came to a parley and finally

returned in peace.

THE Dutch were always mere intruders. They had

no right to any part of this country. The Engliſh ever

denied their right, and when the Dutch placed a gov

ernor at New-Netherlands, and the court of England

made complaint of it to the States General, they diſ

owned the affair, and ſaid it was only a'private under

taking 'of an Amsterdam West-India company. King

James the first commiſſioned Edward Langdon tobe

governor, at New-Netherlands, and named the country

The Dutch ſubmitted to the Engliſh

government, until the troubles in England, under the

administrations of king Charles the first and the long

parliamenuſ Taking the advantage of the diſtraction.

of thoſe times, they again uſurped and establiſhed their

government, until they were reduced by king Charles

the ſecond in 1664. They gave great trouble to both

the colonics of Connccticut and New-Haven.

THE people of New-Plimouth had carried on a trade

upon Connecticut river for nearly two years before they

erected a trading houſe. They ſound the country to

be excellent and the trade profitable', but that, were

there a houſe and company to receive the commoditiea

which were brought down from the inland country,

the profits would be much greater. The country a.

 

i Doug. Vol. 11. p. 222.
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bounded with beaver. The Dutch purchaſed not leſs Book l.

than ten thouſand lkins annually. Plimouth and Maſ- vN

ſachuſetts people ſometimes, ſent, in a ſingle ſhip, for 1633.

England, a thouſand pounds sterling worth of otter and

beaver lkins. The extent of Connecticut river, the

numerous Indians upon it, and the eaſy communication

which they had with the lakes, and natives oſ Canada,

gave an extenſive opening for a trade in ſurs, flrins,

corn, hemp and all kinds of commodities which the

country afforded.

THis was a year of great ſickneſs at Plimouth. They

lost twenty of their people. Some of them were their

principal and most uſeful inhabitants.

IT was a dreadful year to the Indians in the Maſſa

chuſetts. Two ſachems with a great part of their In- Morality

dians died.

was the occaſion of the mortality. The people of Maſ

ſachuſetts ſhewed them great kindneſs in their distreſs.

Several towns received their children to prevent their

taking the infection, and to nurſe and ſave them if they

had taken it; but the most of them died notwithstand

ing all the care and pains, which could be exerciſed to

wards them. When their own people forſook them,

the Engliſh, who lived near them, went to their wig

wams and ministred to them. Some families ſpent al

most their whole time with them. One Engliſhman

buried thirty of their dead in one day?

CHAPTER III.

'THEstate of the country of Conne-ction! when ibtstttlement

eft/Je cry/ony began. It: tree: andfruitr. It: animalſ.

Number, ſituation, genim', mormal-r, armr, ute'ffil: and

wan' eſt/2: Indiam'.

HEN the Engliſh became first acquainted with

that tract compriſed within the ſettled part of

Connecticut, it was a vast wilderneſs. There were no

pleaſant fields, nor gardens, no public roads, nor cleared

plats. Except in places where the timber had been de

stroyed, and its growth prevented by frequent fires, the

'* Winthrop's Journal, p. 59.

The ſmall pox which ſpread among them, amongthc

Indians in

No'. and
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BOOK I. groves were thick and loſty. The Indians ſo often burn

wed the country, to take deer and other wild game that in

1633.

Trees.

Natural

fruits.

many of the plain, dry parts of it,there was but little ſmall

timber. Where lands were thus burned there grew

bent graſs, or as ſome called it, thatch, two, three, and

four ſcet high, according to the strength oſ the laud.

This with other combustible matter, which the fields

and grovcs produced, when dry, in the ſpring and fall,

burned with violence and killed all the ſmall trees.

The large ones eſcaped and generally grew to a notable

height and magit'ude. In this manner the natives ſo

thinned the grovcs, that they were able to plant their

corn and obtain a crop.

THE constant fall of ſoliage, with the numerous

kinds of weeds and wild graſs, which annually died and

putrified on the lands, yielded a constant manure, and

exceedingly enriched them. Vegetation was rapid and

all the natural productions oſ the country luxuriant.

I'r abounded with the finest oaks of all kinds, with

cheſnut, walnut and wild chcrry trees, with all kinds

oſ maple, beech, birch, aſh and elm. The butternut

tree, buttonwood, baſswood, poplar and ſaſſaſras trees

were to be ſound generally upon all tracts in Connecti

cut. White, yellow and pitch pine, white and red ce

dar, hemlock and ſpruce grew plenteouſly in many pla

ces. In the north and north western part of the colony

were excellent greves of pine, with ſpruce and fir trees.

The white wood tree alſo, notable for its height and

magnitude, making excellent boards and clapboards, was

the natural growth of the country. In ſome towne

white wood trees have grown in great abundance.

All other kinds of ſmall trees, of leſs utility, common to

New-England, flouriſh in Connecticut.

THE country aboundcd with a great variety of wild

fruit. In the groves were walnuts, chcſnuts, butter

nuts, hazlenuts and acorns in great abundance. Wild

Cherries, currants and plumbs were natural productions.

In the low lands, on the banks of the rivers, by the

brooks and gutters, there was a, variety and plenty of

grapes. The country alſo abounded with an almoſt

endleſs variety of cſculent and medicinal berries, herb'

and roots. Among the principal and most delicious of

theſe were strawberries, blackbcrrics oſ various kinds,

raſpberries, dewberrics, whortleberrics, þilbcrries, blue
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berries and mulberries. Cranberries alſo grew plenteouſly Boox I.

in the meadows, which when well prepared furniſh a WV

rich and excellent ſauce. Juniperberries, barberries and 1533_

bayberries, which are of the medicinal kind grow

ſpontancouſly in Connecticut. The latter is an excel

lent and uſeful berry, producing a most valuable tallow.

It is ofa beautiful green and has a fine perſume. Be'

ſide theſe, there was a proſuſion of various other kinds

of berries of leſs conſideration. Some even of theſe,

however, are very uſeful in various kinds, of dyes and

in certain medicinal applications.

THI earth ſpontaneouſly produced ground nuts, ar

tichokes, wild leeks, onions, garliclts, turnips, wild

peas-r, plantain, radiſh and other eſculent, root: and

er .

AMONC the principal medicinal vegetables of Con

nefticut are the blood root, ſeneca ſnakeroot, liquoriſh

root, dragon root, pleuriſy rootf, ſpikenard, elecampane,

ſolomon's ſeal, ſarſaparilla, ſenna, bitterſweet, ginſeng,

angelica, masterwort, mothetwort, lungwort, conſump- Medichfl

tion root,1 great and ſmall canlter weed, high and low usen:

centaury, ſweet and blue flag, elder, maidenhair, pen- bles.

nyroyal, celandine, mallow, marſh mallow, ſlippery elm,

adder's tongue and rattleſnake weed. Indeed a great

proportion of the roots and plants oſ the country, with

the bark, buds and roots of many of the trees are uſed

medicinally. There is a great Variety of plants and

flowers, the names and virtues of which are not known.5

THE country was no leſs productive of animals, than of

natural fruit. In the grove' there was a plenty of deer,

mooſe, fat bears, turkies, herons, partridges, quails, pi

geons and other wild game, which were excellent for

food. There were ſuch incredible multitudes of pi

 

Animal'.

+ Bſclepias deeumbens. _ _

I This is the Geum Urbanum ofLinnazus. It 's known m

ritain by the name of Herb Burnet, or common A-vcm. Dr.

Buchhave, from long experience, recommends it as much ſu

perior to the Peruvian bark, in the cure at' periodical and other

diſcaſt'. Mtdical commentaries by aſoclety of Phyſicxans m

Edinburgh, vel. Vll. p. 179 to 128. He repreſents three ounces

ofthis root, as equal to a pound of the cortex.

9 The roots and flower' ofAmenca would be_the most val

uable addition to the works of the Celebratcd Lmnoeus which

could be made. ' E
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geons, in New-England when the Engliſh became firfl:

acquainted with it, as filled them with a kind of aston

iſhment. Such numerous and extenſive flocks would be

ſeen flying for ſome hours, in the morning, that they

would obſcure the light. An American _hist0rian

writes, " It paſſeth credit, if but the truth ſhould be

" writtenIH"

CONNECTICUT abounded in fnrs. Here were otters,

beaver, the black, grey and red fox, the racoon, mink,

mufitrat and various other animals, of the fur kind.

The wolf, wild cat and other animals, common in New

England, were equally ſo in Connectieut. Wolves

were numerous in all parts of New-England, when the

' ſettlements commenced, and did great damage to the

Fowl.

plauters, killing their ſheep, calvcs and young cattle."

Tle country afforded an almost incredible plenty of

water-fowl. In the bays, creeks, rivers and ponds were

wild geeſe, and ducks of all kinds, wigeons, ſheldrapes,

broadbills, teel of various ſorts, and other fowl, which

were both wholeſome and palatable. In the waters, on

' the ſhores, and in the ſands, were lobsters, oysters, clams

Fiſh.

* repleniſhed.

and all kinds of ſhell fiſh in abundance. Most of theſe

are reckoned among the dainties of the table.

IN the ſeas, bays, rivers and ponds, there was a variety,

and an imiu-merable multitude of fiſh. Connecticut

river, in particular was distinguiſhed for that plenty and

variety which it afforded in the proper ſeaſon : eſpecially

for thoſe excellent ſalmon with which its waters were

As Connecticutabounded in wild animals, ſo it did

alſo with wild and ſavage men.- In no part of New

England were the Irndians ſo numerous, in proportion

to the extent of territory, as in Connecticut. The ſea

coast, harbours, bays, numerous ponds and streams with

which the country abounded, the almost incredible

plenty of fiſh and fowl which it afforded, Were exceed

ingly adapted to their convenience and mode of living.

The exceeding fertility of the meadows, upon 'ſeveral

of its rivers, and in ſome other parts of it, the excellen

cy of its waters, and the ſalubrity of the air, were all

circumstances, which naturally collected them in great

 

v Indian:

numerous

in Con

necticut .

* Princc's Chron.part II. p. 21.
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numbers to this tract. Neither wars, nor ſickneſs had BOOK I.

ſo depopulated this, as they had ſome other parts of MN

New England. 1633_

FROM the accounts given oſ the Connecticut Indians,

they cannot be estimated at leſs than twelve or ſixteen Thle

thouſands. They might poffibly amount to twenty. "NNW"

They could muster, at least three or four thouſand war

riors! It was ſuppoſed, in 1633, that the river Indians

only could bring this number into the ſield.1- Theſe

were principally included within the ancient limits of

Windſor, Hartſord, Wethersſield and Middletown.

Within the town of Windſor only, there were ten diſ

tinct tribes, or ſovereignties. About the year 1670

their bowmen were reckoned at two thouſands. At

that time it was the general opinion, that there were

nineteen Indians, in that town, to one Engliſhman. situzzzom

There was a great body of them in the centre of thev

town. They had a large fort a little north of the plat

on which the first meeting-houſe was erected. On the

cast ſide oſ the river, on the upper branches of the Po

dunk, they were very numerous. There were alſo a

great number in Hartſord. Beſides thoſe on the well:

ſide of the river there was a distinct tribe in East-Hart

ſord; Theſe were principally ſituated upon the Po

dunk, from the northern boundary of Hartford to its

mouth, where it empties into Connecticut river. To

tanimo, their first ſachem with whom the Engliſh had

any acquaintance, commanded two hundred bowmen.

Theſe were called the Podunlt Indians.

AT Mattabeſick, now Middletown, was the great

ſachem Sowheag. His fort, or caſtle, was on the high Fort'.

7 round facing the river, and the adjacent country on

both ſides of the river was his ſachemdom. This was

extenſive comprehending the ancient boundaries of

Wethersfield, then called quuaug, as well as Middle

town. Sequin was ſagamore at quuaug, under Sow

heag, when the Engliſh began their ſettlements. On

the east ſide of the river, in the tract ſince called Chat

ham was a conſiderable clan' called the Wongung In.

dians. At Machemoodus, now called East-Haddam

was a numerous tribe, famous for their pawaws and

 

* Winthrop's Journal p. 51.

f Manuſeripts from Windſor.
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Boox I. worſhipping of evil ſpirits.1: South of theſe, in the

vw eastermost part of Lime, were the western Nehanticks.

'633.

Pequnt :

and Mo

heagan

country.

Pequot

ſachcms

Theſe were confederate with the Pequots. South and

east of them, from Connecticut river to the eastern

boundary line of the colony, and north east or north to

its northern boundary line,lay the Pequot, and Mohea

gan countr . This tract was nearly thirty'miles ſquare,

including t e counties of New-London, Windham and

the principal part of the County of Tolland.j

HISTORlANs have treated of the Pequots and Mohea

gans as two distinct tribes, and have deſcribed the Pe

quot country as lying principally within the three towne

of New-London, Groton and Stonington. All the

tract a'ume this, as far north and east as has been deſ

cribed, they have repreſented as the Moheagan country.

Most of the towns in this tract, if not all of them hold

their lands by virtue of deeds from Uncas, or his ſuc

ceſſors, the Moheagan ſachems. It is however much to

be doubted whether the Moheagans were a distinct na

tion from the Pequots. They appear to have been a

part of the ſame nation, named from the place of their

ſituation. Uncas was evidently of the royal line oſ the

chuots, both by his father and mother; and his wiſe

was daughter of Tatobam, one of the Pequot ſachemle

He appears to have been a captain or petty ſachemv un.

der Saſſacus the great prince of the nation. When the

Engliſh first came to Connecticut, he was in a state of

rebellion against him, in conſequence of ſome miſunder.

standing between them; and of little power or conſe

quence among the Indians.

THE Pequots were by far the most warlike nation in

Connecticut, or even in New-England. The tradition

is, that they were originally an inland tribe 3 but, by

their proweſs, came down and ſettled themſelves, in

that fine country along the ſea coast from Nehantick to

Narraganſet bay. When the Engliſh began their ſettleu

ments at Connecticut, Saſſacus had twenty-ſix ſachems,

or principal war captains under him. The next to him

ſelf, in dignity, was Mononottoh. The chief ſeat of

 

Manuſcripts of the Rev. Mr. Hoſmore.

Preſident Clap's manuſcripts and Chandler's knap of the

Moheagan country. *

n Preſace to captain Maſon's hiſtory, and gencalogy of Un

cas upon the record' of Connecticut.
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theſe Indians was at New-London and Groton.

London was their principal harbor, and called Pequot

harbor. They had another ſmall harbor at the mouth

of Mistic river. Their principal fort was on a comman

ding and most beautiful eminence, in the town of Gro

ton, a few miles ſouth easterly from fort Criſwoltl. It

commanded one oſ the finest proſpects of thc ſound

and the adjacent country, which is to be found upon

the coast. This was the royal fortreſs, where the chief

ſachem had his reſidence. He had another fort near

Mistic river, a few miles to t'le eastward of this, called

Mistic ſort. This was alſo er ſled upon a beautiful hill,

or eminence, gradually deſcen- ng towards the ſouth

and ſoutheast. The Pequots,1\ oheagans, and Nchan

ticks could, doubtleſs, muster a thouſand bowmen.

The Pequots only were estimated at ſeven hundred war

riors. Upon the lowest computation we therefore find,

at least. three thouſand warriors on the river Connecti

cut and in the eastern part of the colony. Iſ we reckon

every third perſon a bowman, as ſome have imagined,

then the whole number of Indians, in the town and tract

mentioned, would be nine thouſands ; but if there were

but one to four or five, as is most probable, then there

were twelve or fifteen thouſands.

WEST of Connecticut river and the towns upon it,

there were not only ſcattering ſamilies in almost every

part, but in ſeveral places great bodies of Indians. At

Symſbury and New-Hartſord they were numerous ; and

upon thoſe fine meadows, formed by the meanders of

the little river, at Tunxis, now Farmington, and the

lands adjacent was another very large clan. There was

a ſmall tribe at Guilford, under the ſachem ſquaw, or

queen, of Mcnunkatuck. At Brandſord and East-Haven

there was another. They had a famous burying ground

at East-Haven, which they viſited and kept up, with

much ceremony, for many years after the ſettlement of

New-Haven. '

AT Milſord, Derby, Stratford, Norwalk, Stamford

and Greenwich their numbers were formidable.

AT Milford,the Indian name of which was Wopowage,

there were great numbers ; not only in the centre of the

town, but ſouth oſ it, at Milford point. In the fields

there, the ſhells brought on by the original inhabitants,

are ſaid to be ſo deep, that they never have been plough

New- BOOK 1

WV

1653.

Foflsand

chief ſeat.

Milford

Indiaae.
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Stamford

ludians.

Narr a

gan ſet In- t

dians.

ed, or dug through even to this day. On the west part

of the town was another party. They had a strong for

treſs with ſlankers at the four corners, about half a mile

north of Stratford ferry. This was built as a defence

against the Mohawks. At Turkey hill, in the north

west part of Milford, there was another large ſettle

ment.

IN Derby there were two large clans. There was

one at Pauguſſet. This clan erected a strong fort against

the Mohawks, ſituated on the bank of the river nearly a

mile above Derby ferry. At the falls of Naugatuk river,

four or five miles above, was another tribe.

AT Stratford the Indians were equally if not more

numerous. In that part of the town only, which is

comprized within the limits of Huntington, their war

riors after the Engliſh had knowledge of them, were eſ

timated at three hundred z and, before this time they

had been much wasted by the Mohawks.

THE Indians at Stamſord and Greenwich, and in that

vicinity, probably, were not inferior in numbers to thoſe

at Stratford. There were two or three tribes of Indians

in Stamford when the Engliſh began the ſettlement of

the town. In Norwalk were two petty ſachemdoms 3

ſo that within theſe towns there was a large and dange

rous body of ſavages. Theſe, with the natives between

them and Hudſon's river, gave extreme trouble to the

Dutch. The Norwalk and Stamford lndians gave great

alarm, and occaſioncd much expeufe to the Engliſh, af

ter they made ſettlements in that part of the colony.

IN the town of Vlſoodbury' there were alſo great

numbers of Indians. The moſt numerous body of

them was in that part of the town, ſmce named South

Britain.

IT would doubtleſs be a moderate computation to

reckon all theſe different clans at a thouſand warriors,

or four or five thouſand people. There must therefore

have been ſixteen, and it may be twenty thouſand In

chans in Connecticut when the ſettlement of it com

menced.

EAST Of Connecticut were the Narraganſet Indians.

Elrelſze were a numerous and powerful body. When

rczkoflggſh ſCttled Plimouth their fighting men were

e at three or four thouſandf Fifty years after.

1' Prince's Chron. p. no
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this time, they were estimated at two thouſand. The BOOK l.

Pequots and Narraganſets maintained perpetual war,w

and kept up an implacable animoſity between them. 1633.

The Narraganſets were the only Indians, in the vicinity

of the Pequots, which they had not conquered. - To

theſe their very name was dreadful. They ſaid V Saſ

ſacus was all one God z no man could kill him.1

ON the northeasterly and northern part of the colo

ny were the Nipmuck Indians. Their principal ſeat Nipmuck

was about the great ponds in Oxford, in Maſſachuſetts, lndians.

but their territory extended ſouthward into Connecti

cut more than twenty miles. This was called the Wah-

bequaſſet and Whetstone country : and ſometimes, the

Moheagan conquered country, as Uncas had conquered

and added it to his ſachemdom.5

THE Connecticut, and indeed all the New-England

Indians, were large, strait, well proportioned men.

Their bodies were firm and active, capable of enduring Deſcrip

the greatest ſatigues and hardſhips. Their paſſive cour- if'ng the

age was almost incredible. When tortured in the moſt n lus'

cruel manner; though flayed alive, though burnt- with Paffivc>

fire, cut or torn limb from limb, they would not groan, comam

nor ſhow any ſigns of distreſs. Nay in ſome instances

they would glory over their tormentors, ſaying that their

hearts would never be ſoft until they were cold, and re

preſenting their torments as ſweet as Engliſhmen's ſu

gar." When travelling in ſummer, or winter, they re

garded neither heat nor cold. They were exceedingly

light oſ foot, and would travel or run a very great diſ

tance in a day. Mr. Williams ſays, U I have known

U them run between eighty and a hundred miles in a

fl ſummer's day and back again within two days." As

they were accustomed to the woods, they ran in them

nearly as well as on plain ground. They were exceed

ingly quick lighted, to diſcover their enemy, or their

game, and equally artſul to conceal themſelves. Their

features were tolerably regular. Their faces are gene

rally full as broad as thoſe of the Engliſh, but flatter;

they have a ſmall, dark colomed good eye, coarſe black

Features.

 

i Major Maſon's hiſtory of the Peqnot war.

9' Prefident Clap's manuſcripts, and Chaudler's map of the

Moheagan country.

[1 Hubbard" Narrative p. 130 and 172.
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BOOK I- hair, and a fine white ſet oſ teeth. The Indian chil

WV dren when born, are nearly as white, as the Engliſh

'633.

Genius.

Treat

ment of

the wo

men.

children ; but as they grow up their ſkin grows darker

and becomes nearly of a copper colour. The ſhapes

both oſ the men and women, eſpecially the latter are

excellent. A crooked Indian is rarely iſ ever to be ſeen.

THE Indians in general were quick oſ apprehenſion,

ingenious, and when pleaſed nothing could exceed their

eourtcſy and friendſhip. Gravity and eloquence diſ

tinguiſhed them in council, addreſs and bravery in war.

They were not more eaſily provoked than the Engliſh 5

but when once they had received an injury, it was never

forgotten. In anger they were not, like the Engliſh,

talkative and boisterous, but ſullen and revengeſul. In

deed, when they were exaſperated nothing could exceed

their revenge and cruelty. When they have fallen into

the power of an enemy, they have not been known to

, beg for life, nor even to accept it when offered them.

They have ſeemed rather to court death.* They were

exceedingly improvident. Iſ they had a ſupply for the

preſent, they gave themſelves no trouble for the future.

The men declined all labor, and ſpent their time in

hunting, fiſhing, ſhooting, and warlike exereiſes. They

Were excellent markſmen, and rarely miſſed their game

whether running or flying; -

TH nr impoſed all the drudgery upon their women.

They gathered and brought home their wood, planted,

dreſſed and gathercd in their corn. They carried

home the veniſon, fiſh and fowl, which the men took

in hunting. When they travelled, the women carried

the children, packs and proviſions. The Indian wom

en ſubmitted patiently to ſuch treatment, conſidering it

as the hard lot of the woman. This ungenerous uſage

oſ their haughty lords, they repaid with ſmiles and

good humour.

lT has been common among all heathen nations to

treat their women as ſlayer, and their children in inſan

cy, with little tenderneſs. The Indian men cared little

for their children when young, and were ſuppoſed at

certain times, to ſacrifice them to the devil. Christian

ity only provides ſor that tender and honorable treat

*' jcffcrſon's notes p. 108, XCQ, and llubbard's Narrative p.

130, 172.



efflux. or CONNECTICUT. 33

ment of the woman, which is due to the ſex formed of Boox I.

man. This alone provides for the tender care, nurfing VW_

and education of her offspring, and is most favorable to 163 3.

domestic happineſs, to the life and dignity of man.

THE Indian women were strong and maſculine; and

as they were more inured to exerciſe and hardſhip than

the men, were even more firm and capable of fatigue

and ſufferng than they. They endured the pains of

child-bearing without a groan. It was not uncommon

for them, ſoon after labor, to take their children upon

their backs and travel as they had done before.f

THE clothing of the Indians in New-England, was Drcſh.

the ſkins of wild beasts. The men threw a light man- '

tle of ſkins over them, and wore a ſmall flap which was

called Indian breeches. They were not very careful

however to conceal their nakedneſs. The women were

much more modest. They wore a coat of ſkins, girt

about their loins, which reached down to their hams.

They never put this off in company. lf the huſband

choſe to ſell his wives beaver petticoat, ſhe could notbe

perſuaded to part with it, until he had provided another

of ſome ſort.

IN the winter, their blanket of ſkins, which hung

looſe in the ſummer, was tied or wrapped more cloſe
ly about them. The oldſi men in the ſevere ſeaſons

alſo wore a ſort of trowſers made of ſkins and fastened to

their girdles. They wore ſhoes without heels, which

they called mockaflins. Theſe were made generally oſ

mooſe hide but ſometimes of buck ſkin. They were

ſhaped entirely to the foot, gathered at the toes and

round the ankles, and made fast with strings.

THElR ornaments were pendants in their ears and Omz.

noſe, carved of bone, ſhells and stone. Theſe were in ment'

the form of birds, beasts and fiſhes. They" alſo wore

belts ofwampompeag upon their arms, over their ſhoul

ders and about their loins. They cut their hair into va

rious antic forms and stuck them with feathers. They

alſo by inciſions into which they conveyed a black or

blue, unchangeable ink, made on their cheeks, arms,

and other parts of their bodies, the figures of mooſe,

 

1" Woods's proſpect Of New-England, Neal and Hutchinſon,

lieal" Hill- N. E. vol. I. p. 45. Hulchinſon voi. I. p. 46: to

4 7
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BOOK I. deer, bears, wolves, hawks, eagles and all ſuch living

L/W creatures as were most agreeable to their ſancies._

1533.

Ilahita

tions.

Theſe pictures were indelible and lasted during life.

The ſachczns, on great days, when they deſigned t0_ſhow

themſelves in the full ſplendor of Majesty, not only cov

ered themſelves with mantles of mooſe, or deer ſkins,

with various embroideries oſ white beads, and with

paintings of different kinds ; but they wore the ſkin of_a

bear, wild cat or ſome terrible creature upon then'

ſhoulders and arms. They had, alſo necklaces of fiſh

bones, and painting themſelves in a frightful manner,

madea most ſerocious and horrible appearanCC. The

warriors, who, on public occaſions, dreſſed themſelves

in the most wild and terrific forms were conſidered as the

best men. ,

'Fer Indian houſes or wigwams, were, at best, but

poor ſmoky cells. They were constructed generally

like arbours, of ſmall young trees bent and twisted to

gether, and ſo curiouſly covered with mats or bark,"

that they were tolerably dry and warm- The In

dians made their fire in the centre oſ the houſe, and

there was an opening at the top, which emitted the

ſmoke. For the convenience of wood and water, theſe

huts'werc commonly erected in groves ; near ſome riv

er, brook or living ſpring. W'hen the Wood failed the

family removed to another place.

Tr-ter lived in a poor low manner. Their food was

coarſe and ſimple, without any kind of ſeaſoning. They

had neither ſpice, ſalt, nor bread. They had neither

butter,eheeſe, nor milk. They drank nothing better

than the water which ran in the brook or ſpouted from

the ſpring. They ſed on the fleſh and entrails of

mooſe, deer, bears, and all kinds of wild beasts and

fowls: on fiſh, eels and creeping things. They had

good stomachs and nothing came amiſs. In the hunt

Food.

. ing and ſilhing ſeaſons, they had veniſon, mooſe, fat

hears, racoons, "geeſe, turkies, ducks, and fiſh of all

kinds. In the ſummer they had green corn, beans,

ſqualhes and the various fruits which the country nat

urally produced. In the winter they ſubſisted on corn,

eans, fiſh, nuts, groundnuts, acorns, and the very

gleanmfzts Of the grove.

at mar had no ſet meals,but, like other wild creatures,

e when they were hungry, and could find any thing
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to ſatisfy the craving: of nature. Sometimes they' had Boor. I.

little or nothing, for ſeveral days ; but when they had K/YV

proviſions, they feasted. If they fasted, for ſome time, WZÞ

they were ſure at the next meal to make up for all they No ſet

had lost before. They had but little food from the mulſh

earth, except what it ſpontaneouſly produced. ' Indian

corn, beans and ſquaſhes were the only eatables for

which the natives in New-England labored. The

earth was both their ſeat and their table. With trench

ers, knives, and napkins they had no acquaintance.

THEIR houſehold furniture was of ſmall value.

Their best bed was a mat or ſkin ; they had neither Pasſ?"

. 0 ur
chair nor stool. They ever ſat upon the ground, com- "num

monly with their elbows upon their knees. This is the

manner in which their great warriors and counſellors

now ſit, even in the most public treaties, with the Eng

liſh. A few wooden and stone veſſels and instruments

ſerved all the purpoſes of domestic life. They had no

steel nor iron instrument. Their knife was a ſharp UtUIFllB

stone, ſhell, or kind of reed, which they ſharpened in

ſuch a manner, as to cut their hair, make their bows

and arrows, and ſerved for all the purpoſes of a knife.

They made them axes of stone. Theſe they ſhaped

ſomewhat ſimilar to our axes ; but with this difference,

that they were made with a neck instead of an eye, and

fastened with a withe, like a blackſmith's chiſſel. They

had mortars, and stone pestles and chiſſels. Great

numbers of theſe have been found in the country, and

kept by the people, as curioſities. They dreſſed their

corn witha clamſhell, or with a stick made flat and

ſharp at one end. Theſe were all the utenſils which

they had either for domestic uſe, or for huſbandry.

THEIR arts and manufactures were confined to a

very narrow compaſs. Their only weapons were bows Art: and

and arrows, the tomahawk and the wooden ſword or manuſ-Te'

ſpear. Their bows were ofthe common construction. tures'

Their bowstrings were made of the ſinews of deer, or

of the Indian hemp. Their arrows were constructed of

young elder sticks, or of other strait sticks and reeds.

Theſe were headed with a ſharp flinty stone or with

bones. The arrow was cleft at one end, and the stone

or bone was put in and fastened with a ſmall cord.

The tomakawk was a stick of two or three feet in length,

with a knob at the end. Sometimes it was a stone
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BOOK I. hatchet, or a stick with a piece of deers horn at one end,

w in the form of a pick axe. Their ſpear wasa strait

1633- piece of wood, ſharpened at one end and hardened in

the fire, or headed with bone or stone.

Wr'rn reſpect to navigation they had made no im

provements beyond the construction and management

of the hollow trough or canoe. They made their ca

noes of the cheſnut, -whitewood and pine trees. As

theſe grew strait to a great length, and were exceedingly

large as well as tall, they constructed ſome, which would

earry ſixty or eighty men.'* Theſe were first rates ;

but commonly they were not more than twenty feet in

length,and two in breadth. The Pequots had many

of theſe, in which they paſſed over to the Iſlands, and

warred against and plundercd the Iſlandcrs. The In

dians upon Long-Iſland had a great number of canoes,

of the largest kind.

THE construction oſ theſe, with ſuch miſerable tools

Indian ca, as the Indians poſſeſſed, was a great curioſity. The

noes, con- manner was this. When they had ſound a tree to their

"ructCd- purpoſe; to fell it they made a fire at the root, and

kept burning it and cutting it with their stone axe un

til it fell. Then they kindled a fire, at ſuch a distance

from the butt as they choſe, and burned it off again.

By burning and working with their axe and ſcraping

with ſharp stones and ſhells, they made it hollow and

ſmooth. In the ſame manner they ſhaped the ends, and

finiſhed it to their wiſhes.

THEY constructed nets, twenty and thirty feet in

Nets and length, for fiſhing; eſpecially for the purpoſe oſ catch

hook'. ing sturgeon. Theſe were wrought with cords of In

dian hemp, twistod by the hands of the women. They

had alſo books made of flexible bones, which they uſed

for fiſhing.

Wr'rr-r reſpect to religion and morals, the Indians in

Rengion 'New-England were in the most deplorable condition.

and mon They believed that there was a great SPIRIT, or GOD,

als. whom they called KXTCHTAN. They imagined that he

dwelt far away in the ſouthwest, and that he was a

olod Gon. But they worſhipped a great variety of gods.

1.] hes/Paul homage to the fire and water, thunder and

g "me, and to whatever they imagined to be ſuperi

K-W-'u'a. .
Wlnrhrop's [out-nal p. 54.
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or' to themſelves, or capable of doing them an injury,1- BOOK l.

They paid their principal homage to Hobbamoeko. VW

They imagined that he was an evil ſpirit and did them 1633.

miſchief ; and ſo, from fear, they worſhipped him, to

keep him in good humour. They appeared to have no

idea oſ a ſabbath, and not to regard any particular day

more than another. But in times of uncommon distreſs,

by reaſon of pestilence, war or famine ; and upon occa

ſion of great victories and triumph, and after the in

gathering of the fruits, they aſſembled in great numbers,

for the celebration of their ſuperſtitious rites: The

whole country, mep women and children came together

upon theſe ſolemnitics. The manner of their devotion

was to kindle large fires in their wigwams, or more

commonly in the open fields, and to ſing and dance

round them in a wild and violent manner. Sometimes

they would all ſhout aloud with the most antic and hid

eous notes. They made rattles of ſhells which they

ſhook, in a wild and violent manner, to ſill up the con

fuſed noiſe. After the Engliſh ſcttled in Connecticut,

and they could purchaſe kettles of braſs, they uſed to

strain fltins over them and beat upon them to augment

their wretched muſic. They often continued theſe

wild and tumultuous exerciſes inceſſantly for four or five

hours, until they were worn down and ſpent with fa

tigue. Their priests or powaws led in theſe exerciſes.

They were dreſſed in the most odd and ſurpriſmg man

ner, with ſkins of odious and ſrighful creatures about

their heads, faces, arms and bodies. They painted

themſelves in the most ugly forms, which could be de

viſed. They ſometimes ſang, and then broke forth into

strong invocations, with starts, and strange motions and

paflions. When theſe pauſed, the other Indians groan

ed, making wild and doleful ſounds. At theſe times

they ſacrificed their ſkins, Indian money and the best of

their treaſures. Theſe were taken, by the powaws, and

all cast into the fires and conſumed together. After

the Engliſh came into the country, and they had hateh

cts and kettlcs, they ſacrificed theſe in the ſame manner.

The Engliſh were alſo perſuaded, that they, at ſome

times, ſacrificed their children, as well as their moſt

 

Magnalia B. Ill. p. 192.

*T lbid. ib.
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BOOK I. valuable commodities. No Indians in Connecticut were

WV

1653.

Morals.

Conrtſhip

and mar

liagc.

more noted for theſe ſuperstitions than thoſe oſ Wopo

wage, and Machemoodus. Milſord pe0ple obſerving an

Indian child, nearly at one of theſe times of their devo

tion, dreſſed in an extraordinary manner, with all kinds

of Indian finery, had-the curioſity to enquire what could

be the reaſon. The Indians anſwered, that it was to

be ſacrificed, and the people ſuppoſed, that it was given

to the devil. The evil ſpirit, which the New-England

Indians called Hobbamocko, the Virginia Indians called

Okee. So deluded were theſe unhappy people, that

they believed theſe barbarous ſacrifices to be abſolutely

neceſſary. They imagined that unleſs they appeaſed

and conciliated their gods, in this manner, they would

neither ſuffer them to have peace, nor harvests, fiſh,

veniſon, ſat bears, nor turkeys; but would viſit them

with a general destruction.

WiTH reſpect to morals they were indeed miſerably

depraved. Mr. Williams and Mr. Callender, who, at an

early period were acquainted with the Indians, in

Rhode-lſland, Mr. Hooker and others have repreſented

them as ſunk into the lowest state of moral turpitude,

and as the very dregs of human nature.air Thoughv the

character which they gave them-was, in ſome reſpects

exaggerated and abſurd,yet'it cannot be denied, that

they were worſhippers of evrl ſpirits, liars, theives and

murderers. They certainly were inſidious and re

vengeſul almost without a parallel : and they wallowed

in all the filth of wantonncſs. Great pains were taken

with the Narraganſet and Connccticut Indians to civil

ize them and teach them Christianity ; but the ſachems

rejected the goſpel with indignation and contempt.

They would not ſuffer it to be preached to their ſubjects.

Indeed botlrmade it a public interest to oppoſe its prop

agation among them. Their policy,,religion and man.

ners were directly' oppoſed to its pure doctrines and

morals. r- '

THE manner of their courtſhip and marriages mani

fested their impurity. When a young Indian wiſhed

for marriage, he preſented the girl with whom he was

enamoured, with bracelets, belts and chains of warn

pum. Iſ ſhe received his preſents they cohabited t0

 

* Williams's manuſcripts, and Mr. Callendcr'a ſermon.
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gether, for a time upon trial. ' If they pleaſed each oth- BOOK l.

er they were joined in marriage : but if after a feww

weeks, they were not ſuited, the man, leaving his pre- 1633.

ſents, quitted the girl and ſought another mistreſs, and

ſhe another lover.* In this manner they courted until

two met who were agreeable to each other. Before

marriage the conſent of the ſachem was obtained, and

he alwaysjoined the hands of the young pair in wedlock.

THE Indians in general kept many concubines, and

never thought they had too many women.1 This eſ

pecially was the caſe with their ſachems. They choſe

their concubines agreeably to their fancy, and put them

away at pleaſure. When a ſaehem grew wea of any

of his women, he bestowed them upon ſome o his fa

vourites, or cheif men. The Indians however had one

Wife, who was the governeſs of the family, and whom

they generally kept during life. In caſes of adultery,

the huſband either put away the guilty wiſe, or ſatisfied

himſelf by the infliction oſ ſome ſevere puniſhment.

Huſbands and wives, parents and children, lived to

gether in the ſame wigwams, without any different

apartment, and made no great privacy of ſuch actions

as the chaster animals keep from open view.

THE Indian government generally was ahſolute mon

archy. The will of the ſachem was his law. The _

lives and interests of his ſubjects were at his diſpoſal. lndffl"

But in all important affairs he conſulted his counſellors. griffin'

When they had given their opinions, they deferred '

the deciſion of every matter to him. NVhatever his de

terminations were, they applauded his wiſdom, and

without heſitation obeyed his commands. ln council

the deportment of the ſachems was grave and majestic

to admiration. They appeared to be men oſ great diſ

cernment and policy. Their ſpeeches were cautious

and politic. The conduct of their counſellors and ſer

vants was profoundly reſpectſul and ſubmiſiive.

THE counſellors of the Indian kings, in New-Eng- >_

land, were termed the panieſe. Theſe were not only The Pan"

the wiſest, but largest and bravest men to be found e e'

among their ſubjects. They were the immediate guard

of their reſpective ſachems, who made neither war nor

Plurality

of wives.

 

* Hutchinſnn vol. I. p. 461, 462.

T Neal's Hist. N. E. p. 38, 39.
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peace, nor attempted any weighty aſſair without their

advice. In war and all great enterpriſes, dangers and

ſuffer-ings, theſe diſcovered a boldncſs, and firmneſs of

mind exceeding all the other warriors.

To preſen'e this order among the Indians, great pains

were taken. The stoutest and most promiſing boys

were choſen and traincd up with peculiar care, in the

obſervation of certain Indian rites and customs. They

were kept from all delicious meats, trained to coarſe

fare, and made to drink the juice of bitter herbs, until

it occaſioned violent vomitings. They were beaten ov

erthcir legs and ſhins with sticks, and made to run

through brambles, and thickets, to make them hardy:

and, as the Indians ſaid, to render them more accepta

ble to Hobbamocko.

THESE panieſe, or ministers of state, were in leaguc

with the priests, or powaws. To keep the people in

awe, they pretended, as well as the priests, to have con

verſe withthe inviſible world; and, that Hobbamocko

often appeared to them.

AMONG the Connecticut Indians, and among all the

Indians in New-England, the crown was here'ditary al

ways dcſcending to the eldest ſon. then there was no

male iſſue, the crown deſcended tothe female. The

blood royal was held in ſuch veneration, that no one

was conſidered as heir to the crown but ſuch as were

royally deſcended on both ſides. When a female ac

ceded to the crown ſhe was called the ſunk ſquaw, or

queen ſquaw. There were many petty Sachems, tribu

tary to other princes, on whom they were dependent

for protection, and without whoſe conſent they made

neither peace, war, nor allianccs with other nations.

THE revenucs of the crown conſisted in the contribu

tions of the people. They carried corn and the first fruits

of their harvest of all kinds,beans, ſquaſhes, roots, berries

and nuts, and preſented them to their ſachem. They

made him preſents of fleſh, fiſh, fowl, mooſe, bear, deer,

beaver and other (kins. One of the panieſe was common

ly apþointed to receive the tribute. When the Indians

brought it he gave notice to his ſachem, who went out

to them, and by good words and ſome ſmall gifts ex

preſſed his gratitude. By theſe contributions his table

was ſupplied; ſo that he kept open houſe for all stran

gers and travellers. Beſides, the prince claimed an ab



CHAP.IIl-OF CONNECTICUT. 41

ſolute ſovereignty over the ſeas within his dominion. BOOK I.

Whatever was stranded on the coast, all wrecks andw

whales floating on the ſea, and * taken were hisd- In 1633.

war the ſpoils of the enemy and all the women and

royalties of the prince conquered, belonged to him, who

made the conqueſhz ſ, 5 :

THE ſachem was not only examiner, judge and ex

ecutiouer, in all crimiual caſes, but in all - matters of

'ustice between one man and another. ._ Ineaſes oſ diſ
honesty the Indians proportioned the puniſhment to the 'lum-U

number of times in which the delinquentz-had been tioners.

ſound guilty-a For the first 0ffepCe,: he was reproached

for his villainy in the mostdiſg'raceſul manner ; for the

ſecond he was bektemwith a cudgel; upo his naked

back. If he still perſisted in his diſhonest p &ctices and

was ſound guilty a third time, he was ſure, beſides a

ſound drubbing, to have his noſe ſlit, that, allxnen might

know and avoid him. Murder was in all caſesv puniſhed

with death. The ſachemwhipped the. delinquent and

llit his noſe in caſes which required theſe puniſhments;

and he killed the murderer, unleſs he were axt a great

distance. In this caſe, in which execution could not be

done with his own hands, he ſent his knife, by which e r

it was effected. The Indians would not receive any

puniſhment, which was not capital, from 'the hands of

any except their ſachems. They would neither be

beaten, whipped, nor ſlit by an officer : But their prince

might inflict theſe puniſhments to the greatest extremi

ty, and they would neither run, cry, nor flinch. Indeed

neither the crimes nor the puniſhments are esteemed ſo

infamous, among the lndians, as to groan or ſhrink un

der ſuffering. The ſachems were ſo ahſolute in their

government, that they contemned the limith authority

of the Engliſh govemo'rs.

THE lndians had no kind of coin; but they had a _

ſort of money, which they called wampum, or wam- "du"

pumpeag. It conſisted of ſmall heads, most curiouſly-money'

wrought out of ſhells, and perforated in the centre, ſo

that they might be strung on belts, in chains and brace

lets. Theſe were of ſeveral ſorts. The Indians in

Connecticut, and in New-England in general, made'

 

1' Magnalia B. Vl. p. 51.
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Book 1.' black, blue and white w-ampum. Six of the white beads

w paſſed for a penny, and three of the black, or blue oan

1653; * for the ſaint. The'ſfive nations-'made - another ſort,

which were oſ-a purple colour. The white heads were

wrought'out- of the instde of the great canchs, and-the

purple, out of, the inſide of the mdſcle ſhell. They

were made perfectly-- ſmooth, ahd'the perforation was

, ,_ done inthe' nearest manner. lndeed, couſidering that
i ſſſi .ſſ the Indians had neither knife, drillynor any steel or iron

'1 , iitstmmentz'the 'workmanſhip-Was admirable; After the

'ſi Engliſh ſettled in Connectiwtglra Indians-strun'g theſe

heads on', beltsv of'cloth, in'a 'veryeur-ious man-ner. Thej

ſquaws made caps of clerk riſing to a peak', over the top

or the hea A nd the fore part wasbeamifiedwiſh wam-i

Pum, curi tsty'Wrought upon them, The ſix nations

now weave andstrln'g- them in broad belts, which they

give in their treaties, as a confirmatiorrof their ſpeeches

and the ſeals' Of' their friendſhip." r *

1 ->THB Indians- of Connecticut and- New-England, al

though conſistng of a great number of different nations

and clans,-'appear all to have ſpbken radically the ſame

language.- FromPiſCataqua to Connecticut, it was ſo

Languagc. Nearly the ſame, that the different tribes could tolerably

converſe tOgether.+ ſ The Moheagan or Pequot lan

gUage whseſſentially that of all the Indians in New

England, andof a great part of the Indians in the Uni

ted Swear The word Moheagans is a corruption of

Muhhekaneew, in the ſingular, or of Muhhekaneok in

the plural number. Not only the natives of New-Eng

land, but the Periobſcots, bordering on Nova-Scotia,

t the Indians of- St. Francis, in Canada, the Delawares,

inPEnnſylvania, the ShaWaneſe on the Ohio, and the

Chippewaus, at' the westward of, lake Huron all ſpoke

the ſame radicalllanguage. The 'ſame appears evident

_ . calſo with 'reſpect to the OttOWaus, Nanticooks, Mun

FYCS', Menomo-nees, Mifliſaugas, Saukies, Ottagaumies,

Kimfflstoes, Nipegons, Algonkins, Winnebagoes and

other Indians. The various tribes, who evidently ſpoke

the ſame 'original 'language had different dialects ; yet,

Perhaps, ſhcy differed little more from each other, than

 

* Col'den's history vol. Lpage 3, l- 7\' 71

Hutchmſon vol. l.pagc 479

I Dr. Edwards's obſervations on the language oſthe Mubhe

kancew Indians.
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the style of a Londoner now does from that of his great Boox I.

grandfather. The want of letters and of a ſufficient WV

correſponclence between the ſeveral nations may well 1533.

account for all the variations to be found among the

natives in New-England, and between them and the

other tribes which have been mentioned. All the

New-England Indians eXpreſſed the pronouns both

ſubstantive and adjective by preſixes and ſuffixcs, or by

letters or ſyllables added at the beginnings or ends of

their nouns.5 In this reſpect there is a remarkable co

incidence between this and the Hebrew lan uagc, in an

instance in which the Hebrew entirely diffgrs from all

the ancient and modern languages of Europe.

FROM this affinity of the Indian language, with the

Hebrew, from their anointing their heads with oil, their

dancing in their devotions, their exceffive howlings and Affl'fflXPf

mourning for their dead, their computing time by nightsand moons, their giving dowries to their wives, and brew lah.

cauſing their women at certain ſeaſons to dwell by them- guage.

ſelves, and ſome other circumstances, the famous Mr.

John Eliot, the Indian apostle, was led to imagine that

the American Indians were the posterity of the diſpor

ſed Iſraelites.* They uſed many figures and parables

in their diſcourſes, and ſome have reported, that at cer

tain ſeaſons, they uſed no knives, and never brake the -

bones of the creatures which they eat. It has alſo been

reported, that in ſome of their ſongs the word Halielu

jah might be distinguiſhed.1

THE Indian language abounds with gutterals and

ſtrong aſpirations, and their words are generally oſ a

great length: which render it peculiarly bold and ſono

rous. The Indian ſpeeches, like thoſe of the eastem

nations, generally were adorned with the most bold and

striking figures, and have not been inferior to any which

either the Engliſh, or French have been able to make

to them. The Indians in general, throughout the con

 

9 Dr. Edwards' obſervations on the Indian language.

* Magnalia B. Ill. p. 192, 193.

Hutchinſon Vol.'.l. p. 478.

Nnmmatchekodtantamoongannnonaſh waa a ſingle word,

which,in'Engliſh, ſignifies, Ourlusts. Noowomantammoon

kanunnonnaſh was another, ſignifying, Our loves. Kummog

kodonattoottummooctiteaongannunnonaſh was another, ex.

preſſing no more than, Our question. Magnalia B. Ill. p. 193. -

\
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tinent, were much given to ſpeech making. As elo

quence and war were, with them, the foundations of

all conſequence, the whole force of their genius was

directed to theſe acquiſitions. In council, their opin

ions were always given in ſet ſpeeches ; and to perſons

whom they highly reſpected, it was not unuſual, on

meeting and parting, or on matters of more than corn

mon importance, to addreſs their compliments and opin

ions in formal harangues. The Indians commonly

ſpake with an unuſual animation and vehemence.

THE Indians in New-England rarely iſ ever admitted

the letters, L and R into their dialect ; but the Mo

hawks, whoſe language was entirely different, uſed them

both. Some of the western Indians, who ſpeak the

ſame language radically, with the Moheagans, uſe the L.

The Moheagan language abounds with labials, but the

Mohawk differs entirely from this, and perhaps from

every other, in this reſpect, that it is wholly destitute

The Mohawks esteemed it a laughable mat

-ter indeed for men to ſhut their mouths that they might

Burial oſ

the dead.

ſpeakd

THE Indians in Connecticut, and in all parts of New-
England, made great lamentations at the burial of their i

dead. Their manner oſ burial was to dig-holes in the

ground with stakes which were made bread and ſhar.

pened at one end. Sticks were laid acroſs the bottom,

and the corpſe, which was previouſly wrapped in ſkins

and mats, was let down upon them. The arms, treaſ

ures, utenfils, paint and ornaments of the dead were bu

ried with them, anda mount of earth was raiſed upon

the whole. In ſome instances the Indians appear to

_ have uſed a kind of embalming, by wrapping the corpſe

Mcurning

in large quantities of a strong ſcented red powder.;[; In

ſome parts of New-England the dead were buried in a

ſitting posture with their faces towards the east. The

women on theſe occaſions painted their faces with oil

and char-coal, and while the burial was performing,

they, with the relatives oſ the dead, made the most hide.

ous ſhrieks, howlings and lamentations. Their mourn

ing continued, by turns, at night and in the morning,

for ſeveral days. During this term all the relatives uni=

ted in bewailing the dead.

I

 

Coldcn's history vol. I. p. 16.

Ncal's history N.E.vol.1. p. 29.

 



CHAP.HI.OFCCNNECTICUT- 45

'WHEN the Engliſh began thſic ſettlement oſ Conſinecti- BOOK I.

cut, all the Indians both east and west of Connecticutw

river were tributaries except the chuots and ſome few [mit-i' f

tribes, which were in alliance with them. The Pe

quots had ſpread their conquests over all that part of the cut zribu

state east of the river. They had alſo ſubjngated the taries.

Indians on the ſea coast as far eastward as Guilſord.

Uncas therefore, after the Pequots were conquered,

extended his claims as far as Hammonaſſct in the eastem

part oſ that townlhip.1- The Indians in theſe parts

were therefore tributaries to the Peq'uots.

THE Mohawks had not only carried their conquests

as far ſouthward .as Virginia, but eastward, as far as

Connecticut river. The Indians therefore, in the weſ

tern parts of Connecticut, were their tributaries. Two

old Mohawks, every year or two, might be ſeen iſſuing

their orders and'collecting their tribute, with as much

authority and haughtineſs as a Roman distator.

Ir is indeed difficult to deſcribe_ the fear of this terri

ble nation, which had fallen on all the Indians in the

western parts of Connecticut. If they neglected to pay

their tribute, the Mohawks would come down against

them, plunder, destroy, and carry them captive at pleaſ

ure. When they made their appearance in the coun

try, the Connecticut Indians would instantly raiſe a cry

from hill to hill, A Mohawk l A Mohawk l and fly like

ſheep before wolves, without attempting the least reſist

anccd'. The Mohawks would cry out, in the most ter

rible manner, in their language, importing V NVe are

come, we are come, to ſuclt your blood."$ When the

Connecticut Indians could not eſcape to their ſorts, they

would immediately ſlee to the Engliſh houſes for ſhelter,

and ſometimes the Mohawks would purſue them ſo r _

cloſely as to enter with them, and kill them in the pre

ſence of the family. If there was time to ſhut the doors

they never entered by force, nor did they upon any oc

caſion, do the least injury to the Engliſh.

WHEN they came into this part oſ the country for

war, they uſed their utmost art to keep themſelves un

diſcovered. They would conceal themſelves in ſwamps

 

+ Manuſcripts of Mrs. Ruggles.

Colden's history vol. l. p 3.

&Vood's proſpect ofN. England.
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and thickets, watching their opportunity, and all on a

ſudden, riſe upon their enemy and kill or captivate them,

before they had time to make any refistance.

ABOUT the time when the ſettlement of New-Haven

commenced, or not many years after, they came into

Connecticut, and ſurpriſed the lndian ſort at Pauguflet.

To prevent the Connecticut Indians from diſcovering

them, and that not ſo much as a track of them might be

ſeen, they marched in the most ſecret manner, and when

they came near the fort travelled wholly in the river.

Secreting themſelves near the ſort they watched their

opportunity and ſuddenly attacking it, with their dreadful

yellings and violence, they ſoon took it by force, and

killed and captivated whom they' pleaſed. Having

plundered and destroyed, at their pleaſure, they return

ed to their castles, west of Albany.

As all the Indiansin Connecticut were ſlaughtered

and oppreſſed, either by the Pequots or Mohawks, they

were generally friendly to the ſettlement of the En

gliſh among them. They expected, by their means, to

be defended against their terrible and cruel oppreſſors.

found themſelves beneſited by trading with

them. They furniſhed themſelves with knives, hatch

ets, axes, hoes, kettles and various instruments and

utcnfils which highly contributed to their convenience.

They could, with theſe, perform more labor in one hour

or day, than they could in many days without them.

Beſides, they found that they could exchange an old

beaver coat, or blanket, for two or three new ones of

Engliſh manuſacture. They ſound a much better mar

ket for their ſurs, corn, peltry and all their vendiblc

commodities.

THE Engliſh were alſo careful to treat them with juſ

tice and humanity, and to make ſuch preſents to their

ſachcms and great captains, as ſhould pleaſe and keep

them in good humor.

BY theſe means, the Engliſh lived in tolerable peace

with all the Indiansin Connecticut, and New-England,

except the Pequots, for about forty years.

THE Indians at their first ſettlement performed many

acts of kindneſs towards them. They instructed them

in the manner of planting and dreſſing the Indian corn.

They carried them upon their backs, through rivers and

waters ; and as occaſion required, ſerved them in stead
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of boats and bridges. They gave them much uſeful in- BOOK l.

formation reſpecting the country, and when the Engliſh WV

or their children, were lost in the woods, and were in 1533_

danger of periſhing with hunger or cold, they conduct

cd them to their wigwams, fed them, and restored them

to their familics and parents. By ſelling them corn,

When pinched with famine, they relieved their distreſſes

and prevented their periſhing in a strange land and un

cultivated wilderneſs.

 
 

CHAPTER IV.

THE people at Dorcbester, Water-town and Newto-w/zſind

ing tbemſZ-l-uerstraitened in the Maffinlmjettr determine

to remove to Cannecticut. Debater in Mtſſavbusttt: rel

ative to their removal. The general court atfir/I prohib

iledit, but after-ward: gave it: conſent. The people re

moved and ſitſ/ed the tow/1: qſ Wind/27', Hartflrd and

IVet/zerrſie/a'. Hard/Lip: and [affia- af the winterr.

UCH numbers were constantly emigrating to

New-England, in conſequence of the perſecution my,

of the puritans, that the people at Dorchester, Water

town and Newtown began to be much straitened, by

the acceſſion of new planters. By thoſe who had been

at Connecticut, they had received intelligence of the

excellent meadows upon the river, they therefore deter

mined to remove, and once more brave the danger: and

hardſhips of making ſettlements in a dreary wildernefs.

UPON application to the general court for the en- sz_

largement of their boundaries, or for liberty to remove,

they, at first, obtained conſent for the latter. However,

when it was afterwards diſcovered, that their determina

tion was to plant a new colony at Connecticut, there

aroſe a strong oppoſition ; ſo that when the Court con

'ened in September, there was a warm debate on the Septcm

fitbject, and a great diviſion between the houſes. In- bel'

dced the whole colony was affected with the diſpute.

Mn. HOOKER, who was more engaged in the enter

priſe, than the other ministers, took up the affair and

pleaded for the people. He urged, that they were ſo

straitened for accommodations for their cattle, that they
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could not ſupport the ministry, neither receive, nor aſ

ſist any more of their friends, who might come over to

them. He inlilled that the planting of towns ſo near

together was a fundamental error in their policy. He

pleaded the fertility and happy accommodations of Con

nectieut : That ſettlements upon the river were neceſſa

ry to prevent the Dutch and others from poſſeſſing

themſelves of ſo fruitful and important a part of the

country; and that the minds of the people were strong

ly inclined to plant themſelves there, in preference to

every other place, which had come to their knowledge.

ON the other llth it was inlisted, That in point of

conſcience they ought not to depart, as they were uni

ted to the Mafiiichuſetts as one body, and bound by

oath to ſeek the good of that comm'onwealth: and that

on principles of policy it could not, by any means, be

granted. It was pleaded, that as the ſettlements in the

Maſl'achnſetts were new and weak, they were in danger

of an aſſault from their enemies: That the departure

of Mr. Hooker and the people of thoſe towns, would

not only draw off many from the Maſſachuſetts, but

prevent others from ſettlingr in the colony. Beſides, it

was ſaid, that the rem0vinzj,r of a candlestick was a great

judgment : That by ſuffering it they ſhould expoſe their

brethren to great danger, both from the Dutch and In

dians. lndeed, it was aliirmed that they might be ac

commodated by the enlargcmcnts offered them by the

other towns. ,

AFTEu a long and warm debate, the governor, two

flffilliillts and a ntzricrity oſ the repreſentatives were for

grantng liberty for Mr. lloolter and the people to tranſ

plant themſelves to Connecticut. The deputy-gov

crnor however and ſix of the allistants were in the neg

ativc, and ſo no vote could be obtained.1* _

THis made a conſiderable ſerment not only in the

general court, but in the eolony, ſo that Mr. Cotton was

deſired to preach on the ſubject to quiet the court and

the people oſ the colony. This alſo retardcd the com

menCthnt of the ſcttlements upon the river. Indi

viduals however, were determined to proſecute the bu

ſineſs, and made preparations cffcctually to carry it in

to exccution. ' '

 

'l' Winthro fs'Journal .7o.
l P
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IT appears, that ſome of the Watertoxvn people came BOOK L
this year to Connecticut, and erected a few hſiuts atw

bequag, now W'ethersfield, in which a ſmall number 1635

of men made a ſhift to winter.ln * 35' 3'

WHILB the colonists were thus proſec- ting the buſi

neſs of ſettlement, inNew-England, the fight honour

able James, Marquis of Hamlltori, obtained a grant from

the council ofPlimouth, April zoth, 1635, of all that

tract of country which lies between Connecticut river

and Narraganſet river and harbour, and from the mouths

of each of ſaid rivers northward ſixty miles into the

country. However, by reaſon of its intcrference with

the grant to the Lord Say and Seal, Lord Brook, &e.

or for ſome other reaſon, the deed was never executed.

The Marquis made no ſettlement upon the land and

the claim became obſolete.

THE next May the Newtown people determining to

ſcttle at Connecticut, renewed their application to the

general court, and obtained liberty to remove to any

place which they ſhould chooſe, with this proviſo, that

they ſhould continue under the juriſdiction of the Maſ

ſachuſcttsqt

A NUMBER of Mr. Warham's people came this ſum

mer into Connecticut, and made preparations to bring

their families and make a permanent ſettlement on the

river. The Watertown people gradually removed and

proſecuted their ſettlement at Wethersfield. At the

ſame time the planters at Newtown began to make pre

parations for removing to Hartſord the next ſpring.

MEANWHlLE twenty men arrived in Mafl'achuſetts,

ſent over by Sir Richard Saltonstall, to take poſſeſſion

of a great quantity of land in Connectieut, and to make

ſettlements under the patent of Lord Say and Seal,

with whom he was a principal aſſociate. The veſſel in

which they came over, on her return to England, in the

fall, was cast away on the iſle Sablecſ- ' .

As the Dorchcster men had now ſet down at Con

necticut, near the Plimouth trading houſe, governor Auzuſh

 

* This is the tradition,and the Rev. Mr. Mecks of Wetherſ

field in his manuſcripts ſay', Weth'rsfieldis the eldest town

on the river.

1 Winthrop'a Journal p. 82.

'r The ſame p. 83 and 89. H
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Bradford wrote to them complaining of their conduct,

as injurious to the people of Plimouth, who had made

a fair purchaſe of the Indians, and taken a prior poſ

ſeſſionſ

THE Dutch alſo alarmed by the ſettlements making

in Connecticut wrote to Holland for instructions and

aid to drive the Engliſh from their ſettlements uporr the

riverrj- - . '

THE people at Connecticut having made ſuch pre

parations, as were judged neceſſary to effect a perma

nent ſettlement, began to remove their families and

property. On the 15th of October about ſixty men,

women and children, with their horſes, cattle, and

ſwine commenced their journey from the Maſſachu

ſetrs, through the wilderneſs, to Connecticut river.

After a tedious and difficult journey through fwamps

and rivers, over mountains and rough grounds, which

were paſſed with great difficulty and ſatigue, they arri

ved ſafely at the places of their reſpective destination.

They were ſo long on their journey and ſo much time

and pains were ſpent in paſſing the river, and in get

ting over their cattlc, that after all their exertions, winter

came upon them before they were prepared. This was

an occaſion of great distreſs and damage to the planta

tions.

NEARLY at the ſame time, Mr. John Winthrop, ſon

of governor Winthrop of Maſſachuſetts, arrived at Boſ

ton, with a commiſſion from Lord Say and Seal, Lord

Brook and other noblemen and gentlemen interested

in the Connecticut parent, to erect a fort at the mouth

of Connecticut river. Their lordſhips ſent over men,

ordnance, ammunition, and £2,ooo sterling for the

accompliſhment of their deſign:

Mr. Winthrop was directed, by his commiſlion, im

mediately on his arrival to repair to Connecticut, with

fifty able men, vand to erect the fortifications and to

build houſes for the garriſon, and for gentlemen, who
might ſſcome over into Connectieut. They were first

to build houſes for their then preſent accommodation,

and after that ſuch as ſhould be ſuitable for the recep

tion of men of quality. The latter were to be erected

 

* Winthrop's Journal p. 86.

+ The ſame p. 86.

i The ſame p. 88.
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within the ſort. It was required, that the planters, * at BOOK I.

the beginning, ſhould ſettle themſelves near the mouth L/N

of the river, and ſet down in bodies, that they might be 163 5.

in a ſituation for entrenching and defending themſelves.

The commiſſion made proviſion for the reſervation of a.

thouſand or fifteen hundred acres of good land for the

maintenance of the ſort, as nearly adjoining to it as

might be with convenience'

MR. WIN'rr-lnorhaving intelligence, that the Dutch Non 9zp,_

were preparing to take poſſeffion of the mouth of the Mr. Wi'n

river, as ſoon as he could engage twenty men and fur- thrOP gir

niſh them with proviſions, diſpatched them, in a ſmall feaſ'riil'em'

veſſel of about 30 tons, to prevent their getting the Conmcti.

command oſ the river, and to accompliſh the ſervice to cut.

which he had been appointed.

BUT a few days after the party, ſent by Mr. Win

throp,arrived at the mouth of the river, a Dutch veſ- Dutchnot

ſcl appeared off the harbour, from New-Netherlands, ſuffercdw

ſent on purpoſe to take poſſeſlion of the entrance of la" '

the river and to erect ſortifications. The Engliſh had,

by this time, mounted two pieces of cannon, and pre

vented their landing.1- Thus providentially, was this

fine tract of country preſerved for our venerable anceſ

tors and their posterity.

Mn. WINTHROP was appointed governor of the river

Connecticut and the parts adjacent for the term of one

year. He erected a ſort, built houſes and made a ſet

tlement according to his instructions. One David

Gardiner an ex pert engineer aſſistcd in the work, plan

ned the fortifications and was appointed lieutenant of

the fort.

MR DAVBNPORT and others, who afterwards ſettled

New-Haven were active in this affair, and hired Gardi

ner, in behalf of their lordſhips, to come into New-Eng

land and aſlist in this buſineſs-4:

As the ſettlement oſ the three towns on Connecticut Agnb

river was begun before the arrival of Mr. WVinthrop, and ment re.

the deſign of their lordſhips to make plantations upon it ſpecting

was known, it was agreed, that the ſettlers on the river the p""*

ſhould either remove, upon full ſatisfaction made, by ggznfctſi

 

cut.

* Appendix No.ll.

I Winthrop" Journal p. 9', 9',

Manuſcriptl of Gardiner.
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their lordſhips, or elſe ſufficient room ſhould be found,
for them and theirſſcompanies at ſome other place.H

THE winter ſet in this year much ſooner than uſual,

and the weather was stormy and ſevere. By the 15th

of Novemb'er, Connectieut river was frozen over and

the ſnow was ſo deep, and the ſeaſon ſo tempestu

ous, that a conſiderable number of the cattle which

had been driven on from the Maflachuſelts could

not be brought acroſs the river. The people had

ſo little time to prepare their huts and houſes, and

to erect ſheds and ſhelters for their cattle, that the

ſufferings of man and beast were extreme. Indeed the

hardſhips and distreſſes of the first planters of Connect

icut ſcarcely admit of a deſcription. To carry much

proviſign or furniture through a pathleſs wilderneſs was

impra icable. Their principal proviſions and houſe

hold furniture werethereſore put on hoardſeveral ſmall

veflels, which, by reaſon of delays and the tempestuouſ.

ncſs of the ſeaſon, were either cast away or did, not ar

rive. Several veſſels were wrecked on the coasts of

NewJanland, by the violence of the storms. Two

ſhallops laden with goods, from Boston to Connecticut,

in October, were cast away on Brown's iſland, near the

Gurnets noſe ; and the men, with every thing on

board were lostffi A veſſel with fix oſ the Connecticut
pe0ple on-board, which ſailed from the river for Boctſw

ton, early in November, was, about the middle of the

month, caſt away in Manamet bay. The men. got on

ſhore, and after wandering ten days in deep ſnow and

nſevere ſeaſon, without meeting any human being, 'ar

rived, nearly ſpent with cold and ſatigue, at New-Plin

outh. ' ;..

BY the last oſ November or beginning of December

proviſion generally ſailed in the ſettlements on the riv

er, and famine and death looked the inhabitants sternly

in the face. Some of them driven by hunger attempted

their way, in this ſevere ſeaſon, through the wilderneſs,

from Connecticut to Maſſachuſetts. Of thirteen, in

one company,who made this attempt, one in paſſing

the rivers ſell through the ice and was drowned.- The

other twelve were ten days on their journey and would

ll
Winthrop's Journal p. 88.'

The ſame p. 87.
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all have periſhed, had it not been for the aſſistance of BOOK I.

the lndians. VN

lNDEt-zn ſuch was the distreſs in general, that by the 1635.

3d and 4th of December a' conſiderable part of the new

ſettlers were obliged to _ abandon their habitations.
Seventy perſons, men, women and children,_wſiere ne- December

ceſſitatcd, in the extremity of winter, to go down to the 3d 0' N'

mouth ofthe river to meet their pro-vitious, as the only

expedient to preſerve their lives. Not meeting with

the veſſels which they expected, they all went on board

the Rebecca, a veſſel oſ about 60 tons. This, two days

before, was frozen in twenty miles up the river 5 but by

the falling of aſmall rain and the influeneeof the tide,

the ice became ſo broken and was ſo far removed, that

ſhe made a ſhift to get out. She ran however upon the December

bar, andthe people were forced to unlade her to get her 'on'

off. She was reladed, and, in five days, teached Boſ

ton. Had it not been for theſe providential circumstan

ces the people must have periſhed with famine.

THE people who kept their stations on the river ſuf- The ſet

fered in an extreme degree. After all the help they tlers ate

were able to obtain, by hunting, and from the Indians, acgrn'.

they were obliged to ſubfist on aeorns, malt and grains.f an gram'

NUMBERS oſ the cattle which could not be got over

the river before winter, lived through without any thing

but what they found in the woods and meadows.

They wintered as well, or better than thoſe which were

brought over, and for which all the proviſion was made,

and pains taken of which the owners were capable.

However, a great number of cattle periſhcd. The Dor- _

chester, or Windſor people, lost in this ſingle article a- Lc'ſsl'"

bout two hundred pounds sterling. Their other lofl'es can e'

were very conſiderable. . _,

'IT is difficult to deſcribe or even to conceive the ap

prehenſions and distreſſes of a p60ple, in the circum

stances of our venerable ancestOrs, during- this doleful

winter. All the borrors of a dreary wilderneſs ſpread

themſelves around them. - They were compaſſed with

numerous, fierce and cruel tribes of wild and ſavage

men, who could have ſwallowed up parent: and chil

dren, at pleaſure, in tl-eir feeble and distreſſed condi

tion. They had neither bread for themſelves, nor chil

dren, neither habitations nor clothing convenient for

 

't Winthrop'n Journal p. 90, 91, to 98.
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them. Whatever emergency might happen they were

cut off, both by land and water, from any ſuccour or

retreat. What ſelf-denial, firmneſs, and magnanimity

are neceſſary for ſuch enterprizes ? How distreſsſul, in

the beginning, was the condition oſ thoſe now fair and

opulent towns on Connecticut river l

For. a few years after the ſettlements on the river

commenced, they bore the ſame name with the towns

in the Maſſachuſetts whence the first ſettlers came.

THE Connecticut planters, at first ſettled under the

general government oſ the Maſſachuſetts, but they held

courts of their own, which conſisted of two principal

mcn from each town ; and, on great and extraordinary

occaſions, theſe werejoined with committees, as they

were called, conſisting of three men from each town.

Theſe courts had power to tranſact all the common af

fairs of the colony, and with their committees, had the

power of making war and peace, and treatics oſ alliance

and friendſhip with the natives within the colony.

THE first Court in Connecticut was holden at New

tovm, April 26th, 1636. It confisted of Roger Ludlow

Eſquirc, Mr. John Steel, Mr. William Swain, Mr.

William Phelps, Mr. William Westwood, and Mr. An

drcw Ward. Mr. Ludlow had been one of the magiſ

trates of Maſſachuſetts in 1630, and in 1631 had been

choſen lieutenant-governor of that colony. At this

court it was ordered, That the inhabitants ſhould not

ſell arms, nor ammunition to the Indians. Various

other affairs were alſo tranſacted relative to the good or

der, ſettlement and defence of theſe infant towns."

SEvERAL of the principal gentlemen interested in the

ſettlement oſ Connecticut, Mr. John Haynes, who at

this time, was governor of Maſihchuſetts, Mr. Henry

Wolcott, Mr. Welles, the ministers of the churches, and

others had not yet removed into the colony. As ſoon

as the ſpring advanced and the travelling would admit,

the hardy men began to return from the Maſſachuſetts

to their habitations on the river. No ſooner were buds,

leaves and graſs ſo grown, that cattle could live in the

woods, and obstructions removed from the river, ſo that '

veſſels could go up with proviſions- and furniture, than

the people began to return, in large companies, to Can
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necticut. Many, who had not removed the last year, BOOK I.

prepared, with all convenient diſpatch, for a journey to W\J

the new ſettlements upon the river. 1636_

ABOUT the beginning of June, Mr. Hooker, Mr.

Stone and about a hundred men, women and children

took their departure from Cambridge and travelled more Mrluow

than a hundred' miles, through a hideous and trackleſs kcrrc

wilderneſs to Hartford. They had no guide but their moves (9

compaſs; made their way over mountains, thro' ſwamps, gflnizcctl'

thickets and rivers, which were not paſſable, but with yunm

great difficulty. They had no cover but the heavens,

nor any lodgings but thoſe which ſimple nature afforded

them. They drove with them a hundred and ſixty head

of cattle, and by the way, ſubſisted on the milk of their

cows. Mrs. Hooker was borne through the wilder

neſs upon a litter. The people generally carried their

packs, arms and ſome utenſils. They were nearly a

fortnight on their journey.

THis adventure was the more remarkable, as man

of this company were perſons of figure, who had lived,

in England. in honor, affluence and delicacy, and were

entire strangers to fatigue and danger.

THE famous Mr. Thomas Shepard, who, with bis

people, came into New-England thelast ſummer, ſuc

ceeded Mr. Hooker at Cambridge. The people of his

congregation purchaſed the lands which Mr. Hooker

and his company had previouſly poſſeſſed.

THE removal of Dorchester people to Windſor is ſaid

to have been diſagreeable to their ministers, but as their

whole church and congregation removed, it was neceſſa- Mh Ma'.

ry that they ſhould go with them. However, Mr. Mav- crick died

erick died in March, before preparations were made for MMCb Id

his removal. He expired in the 60th year of his age.

He was characterized as a man of great meekneſs, and

as laborious and faithful in promoting the welfare both

of the church and commonwealth.

Ma. WARHAM removed to Windſor in September,

but he did not judge it expedient to bring his family

until better accommodations could be made for their re

ception. Soon after the removal ofMr. Warham from

Dorchester, anew church was gathered in that town,

and Mr. Mather was ordained their pastor.

Ma. PHILLlPS, pastor of the church at Watertown,

did not remove to Wethersfield. Whether it was a
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gainst his inclination, or whether the people did not
invite him does not ctappear. They choſe Mr. Henry

Smith- for their minister, who came from England in

office.

THE coiony of New-Plimouth profeſſed themſelves to

be greatly aggrieved at the conduct of the Dorchester

people, in fettling on the lands, where they had made a

purchaſe, and where they had defended themſelves and

that part of the country against the Dutch. They 'rep

reſented that it had been a hard matter that the Dutch

and find-inns had given them ſo much trouble as they

had done, but that it Was still more grievous to be ſup

planted by their profeſſed friends. Mr. Winllow of

Plimouth made a journey to Boston, in the ſpring,'before

governor Haynes and ſome other principal characters

removed to Connecticut, with a view to obtain compen.

ſation for the' injury done to the P-limouth men, who

had built the trailing houſe upon the river. The Plim

outh people demanded a ſixteenth part of the lands and

roo as a compenſation; but the Dorchcster people

would not comply with their demandswſ- There how

ever appeared to be ſo' much justice, in making them

ſome compenſation, for the' purchaſe they had made,

and the good ſervices which they had done, that ſome

time after,'fhe ſreeholders of Windſor gave them ſgo,
forty acres of meadow and a large tract of uplandſſ, for

their ſatisfaction:

AT a court holden at Dorchester it was ordered, that

everytown ſhould keepa watch, and be well ſupplied with

ammunition. The conſtables were directed to warn the

watches in their turns and to make it their care, that

they ſhould be kept according to the direction of the

court. They alſo were required to take care, that the

- inhabitants were well furniſhed with arms and ammuni

tion, and kept in a constant (late of defence. As theſe

infant ſettlements were filled and ſurrounded with nu

merous ſavages, the people conceived themſelves-in dan

ger when they lay down and when they roſe up, when

they went out and when they came in. Their circum

stances were ſuch, that it was judged neceſſary for eve>

ry man to be a ſoldier.

 

1' Winthrop's Journal p. 96.

w; (governor Wollcott's manuſcript' compared with governor

7 int rop'sjouma .
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' AT a third court therefore, holden at Watertown, Book I.

an order was given, that the inhabitants of the ſeveral WN

towns ſhould train once a month, and the officers were 1636

authoriZed to train thoſe who appeared very unikilful Septem

more frequently as circumstances ſhould require. The be' lst

courts were holden at-each town by rotation, according

to its turn.

A SETTLE'MENT was made, this year, at Springſield, s _
by Mr. Pyncheon and his company from Roxbury. figlrc'lng'þ

This for about two years was united in government tlcd_

with the towns in Connecticut. In Novembcr, Mr.

Pyncheon for the first time appears among the members

of the court.

ALL the powers of government, for nearly three govern

years, ſeem to have been in the magistrates, of whom ment at

two were appointed in each town. Theſe gave all or- first

dcrs, and directed all the affairs of the plantation. The

ſreemen appear to havehad no voice'm making the lawa,

or in any part oſ the government, exceptin ſome instances

of general and uncommon concern. In theſe instances

committees were ſent from the ſeveral towns. During

this term it ſeems that juries were not employed in any

caſe.

THis was a ſummer and year of great and various la- L
. . . . abours

bours, demandmg the utmost exertion and diligence. onhia

Many of the planters had to remove themſelves and eſ- year.

ſects from a distant colon . At the ſame time it was

abſolutely neceſſary that t ey ſhould turn the wilder

nefs into gardens and fields, that they ſhould plant and

cultivate the earth, and obtain ſome tolerable harvest,

unleſs they would again experience the distreffes and

loſſes of the preceding year. Theſe were too great, and

too freſh in their memories, not to rouſe all their exer

tion and forethought. It was neceſſary to erect and

fortiſy their houſes, and to make better preparations for

the feeding and covering of their cattle. lt was of e

qual importance to the planters not only to make made

for their particular convenience, but from town to town ;

that, on any emer ency, they might fly immediately to

each other's relief It was with great difficulty that

theſe buſineſſes could be at first accompliſhed. The

planters had not been accustomed to ſelling the greves,

to clearing and cultivating new lands. They were

I

 



58 THE HISTORY CHAP.IV.

. Boox I.

VN

103C.

Fathers of

strangers in the country, and knew not what kinds of

grain would be most congenial with the ſoil, and pro

duce the greatest profits, nor had they any experience

how the ground must be cultivated, that it might yield

a plentiful crop. They had ſew oxen, or instruments

for huſbandry. Every thing was to be prepared, or

brought from a great distance, and procured at a dear

rate. Beſides all theſe labours and difficulties, much

time was taken up in constant watchings, trainings and

preparations for the defence of themſelves and children.

'ſhe Pequots had already murdered a number of the

Engliſh 3 ſome of the Indians, in Connectcut, were their

allies z and they had maintained a great influence over

them all. They were a treacherous and deſigning peo

ple ; ſo that there could be no ſafety but in a constant

preparation for any emergency.

SOME of the principal characters, who undertook this

Conncti, great work oſ ſettling Connecticut, and were the civil

cut. and religious fathers of the colony were Mr. Haynes,

Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Warham, Mr. Hopkins,

Mr. Welles, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Woleott,

Mr. Phelps, Mr. Webster, and captain Maſon. Theſe

were of the first claſs of ſettlers, and all except the min

isters were choſen magistrates orgovernors of the co

lony. Mr. Swain, Mr. Talcott, Mr. Steel, Mr. Mitchel,

and others were capital men. Mr. John Haynes, Mr.

Hooker, Mr. Hopkins,-Mr. Stone, Mr. George Wyllys,

Mr. Welles, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Thomas Webster, and

Mr. John Taleott, were all of Hartford. Mr. Ludlow,

Mr Henry Wolcott, Mr. Warham, Mr. William

P_helps, and captain John Maſon, were ſome of the prin

cipal planters of Windſor. Mr. William Swain, Mr.

I'hurston Reyner, Mr. Henry Smith, Mr. Andrew

WVard, Mr- Mitchel and Mr. John Deming, were ſome

pf the chief men, who ſettled the town of VVethersfield.

'Theſe were the civil and religious fathers of the colony.

ſhey formed its free and happy constitution, were its

legiſlators, and ſome of the chief pillars of the church

and commonwealth. They, with many others of the

ſame excellent character, employed their abilities and

that; estates for the proſperity of the colony.

the JLII-Elihefhree plantations on the river were making

Winthno CRCTUOHS for a per-manent ſettlement, Mr.

roP was no leſs active in erecting fortifications
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and convenient buildings at its entrancc. Though he BOOK I.

had, the last year, ſent on one company after another, L/W

yet the ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, and the winter ſet 1636.

in ſo early, and with ſuch ſcverity, that little more could

be done than juſt to keep the station. When the ſpring

advanced the works were therefore preſſed on with en

gagedneſs. Mr. Winthrop and his people were indu

ced, not only in faithfulneſs to their trust, but from

fears oſ a viſit from the Dutch, and from the state of

that warlike people, the Pequots in the vicinity, to haſ

ten and complete them, with the utmost diſpatch. A

good fort was erected and a number of houſes were

built. Some cattle were brought from the Maſſachu

ſetts for the uſe of the garriſon. Small parcels ofground

were improved, and preparations made for a comforta

ble ſubſistence and ood defence.

THERE were, at the cloſe oſ this year, about two hun

dred and fifty men in the three towns on the river, and

there were twenty men in the garriſon at the entrance

of it under the command of lieutenant Gardiner. The

whole conſisted, probably, of about 800 perſons, or of

a hundred and ſixty or ſeventy.families.

CHAPTER V.

THE war with the Pequatr. The origin qſit. The mur

der qf Captain: Stone and Norton, eſMr. Oldham and

otherr. Mr. Endieat': expeditian again/I them. The

Pequot: hill a number of the garriſon at the mouth of the

river and beſiege the fart. Captain Maſon is ſent dawn

from Connecticut with a reinflrcement. The enemy make

a dgkent an Wetherrfield, torture and made the Englyh.

The conrt nt Cannecticut declare: war against them.

Captain Maſan tal-e: Mfflicfirt. Saffin-u: destroy: hx':

rayalfirtnſr andflee: to the quest-ward. A strond expe

ditian i: undertaken against the Pequat: cory'ointly, hy

Maffachuſettr and Conne-Sieur. The greatſ-wampſight.

The Pequotrſnbdued. Szſſzcurfljing to the Moha-wh:

'war heheaded. The eapti-vated and ſurviving Pequotr,

after the war, were given to the Moheagam and Narra

ga'zſettr, and their name extingujſhed.

HE Indians in general were ever jealous of the

Engliſh, from the first ſettlement of New-Eng
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Boox I. land, and wiſhed to drive them from the country. Va

VW rious circumstances however combined to frnstrate their

1656.

Murder of

captflns

Stone an

deſigns. The Engliſh, on their first ſettlement, at New

Plimouth, entered into ſuch friendly treaties with ſome

of the principal tribes, and conducted themſelves with

ſuch justice, prudence and magnanimity towards them,

and the Indians in general, as had the most happy inu,

fluence to preſerve the peace of the country. The ani

moſities of the Indians among themſelves, and their im<

placable hatred of each other, with their various ſepa

rate interests, contributed to the ſame purpoſe. Some

of them wiſhed for the friendſhip and neighbourhood of

the Engliſh, to guard them from one enemy, and others

of them to protect them from another. All wiſhed for

the benefit of their trade -, and it is probable, that they

had no apprehenſions, at first, that a handful of people

would ever overrun and fill the country. It was there

fore nearly ſixteen years before they commenced open

hostilities upon their Engliſh neighbours. But no

ſooner had they begun to trade and make ſettlements at

Connecticut, than that great ſpirited and warlike nation,

the Pequots, began to murder and plunder them, and to

wound and kill their cattle.

IN 1634 a number of Indians, who were not native

Pequots, but in confederacy with them, murdered cap

d tain Stone and captain Norton, with their whole crew,

Norton. conſisting of eight men. They then plundered and

1634. ſunk the veſſel. Captain Stone was from St. Christo

pher's, in the West-Indies, and came intov Connecticut

river, with a view of trading aſ the Dutch houſe. Af

ter he had entered the river, he engaged a number of

Indians to _ pilot two of his men up the river to the

-Dutch. But night coming on, they went to fleep, and

were both murdered by their Indian guides. The veſ

ſel, at night, waslaid up to the ſhorc. Twelve of thoſe

Indians, who had ſeveral times before been trading with

the captain, apparently in an amicable manner, were

on board. Watching their opportunity, when he was

aſleep. and ſeveral of the crew on ſhore, they murdered

him ſecretly.in his cabin, and cast a covering over him,

to conceal it from his men. They then fell upon them,

and ſoon killed the whole company, except captain Nor

ton._ He had taken the cook-room, and for a long time,

made a most brave and reſolute defence. That he
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might load and ſire with the greatest expedition, he had'Boox l.

placed pOwder in an open veſſel just at hand, which inw

the hurry of the action took fire, and ſo burned and x634.

' blinded him that he could make no further reſistance.

Thus, after all his gallantry, be ſell with his hapleſs

companions. Part of the plunder was received by the

Pequots, and another part by the eastern Nehantieks.

Saflacus and Ninigret, the ſachems of thoſe Indians,

were both privy to the affair and ſhared in the goods and

articles taken from the veſſel. It was ſuppoſed, that

the lndians had pre-coneerted this maſſacrefi"

THE November following, the Pequots ſent a meſſen- The ye

ger to Boston to deſire peace with the Engliſh. He quots de

made an offer of a great quantity of beaver lkins and ſhe Peace

wampumpeag, to perſuade the governor to enter into a

league with them. The governor anſwered the meſſen

ger, that the Pequots must ſend men oſ greater quality

than he was -, and that he would then treat with them.

The Pequots then ſent two meſſengers to the governor,

carrying a preſent and eamestly ſoliciting peace. The

governor aſſured them, that the Engliſh were willing to

be at peace with them ; but inſisted, that, as they had

murdered captain Stone and his men, they must deliver

Up the murderers and make full compenſation. The

meſſengers pretended, That captain Stone had uſed the

Indians ill and provoked them to kill him: That their

ſachem, who was concerned in the affair had been killed

by the Dutch, and that the Indians who perpetrated the

murder were all dead but two z and, that if they were

guilty, they would deſire their ſachem to deliver them

up to justice. They offered to concede alltheir right at

Connecticut river if the Engliſh ſhould deſire to ſettle Treaty

there, and engaged to aſſist them, as far as was in their With (he

power, in making their ſcttlements. They alſo promi- pequ'm'

ſed that they would give the Engliſh four hundred fa'

thom of wampum, forty beaver and thirty otter ſhine.

After long and mature deliberation the governor and

his council entered into a treaty with them, on the con

ditions which they had propoſed. The Engliſh were

to ſend a veſſel with cloths to trade with them fairly as

with friends and alliesd'

 

* Maſon's history, and Hubbard" narrative.

1: Winthrop" Journal p. 75. compared with Hubbard's nar
rative p. 15, 36,17. ſi
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Booa I. THE reaſons of their ſo earnestly ſoliciting peace, at

WV this time, were, that the Narraganſets were making

1635.

-that purpoſe.

war furiouſly upon them ; and the Dutch, to revenge

the injuries done them, had killed one of their ſachems,

with ſeveral oftheir men, and captivated a number more.

They wiſhed not at this critical time to increaſe the num

ber of their enemies. They artfully ſuggested to their

new allies, the governor and council of Maſſachuſetts,

their deſire, that they would he mediators between them

and the Narraganſets. They alſo intimated their wil

lingneſs, that part of the preſent which they were to

ſend, might be given to them for the purpoſe ofobtaim

ing a re'conciliation. Such was the pride and ſtoutneſs

of their ſpirits, and ſo much did they stand upon a point

of honor, that though they wiſhed for peace with their

enemy, yet they would not directly offer any thing for

This treaty was ſigned by the parties,

but hoſtages were not taken to ſecure the performance

of the articles, and the Pequots never performed one of

them. Whatever their deſigns were at that time, they

afterwards became more and more miſchievous, hostile

and bloody. -

THE next year John Oldham who had been fairly

trading at Connecticut was murdered near Block Ifland.

He had with him only two boys and two Narraganſet

Indians. Theſe were taken and carried off. One John

Gallop, as he was going from Connecticut to Boston,

diſcovered Mr. Oldham's veſſel full of Indians,

and he ſaw a canoe, having lndians on board, go from

her laden with goods. Suſpecting that they had mur

dered Mr. Oldham, he hailed them, but received no an

ſwer. Gallop was abold man, and though he had with

him but one man and two boys, he immediately bore

down upon them and ſircd duck ſhot ſo thick among them,

that he ſoon cleared the deck. The Indians all got un

der the hatches. He then stood off, and running down

Upon her quarter with a briſk gale, nearly overſet her;

and ſo frighted the Indians, that ſix of them leaped into

the ſea, and were drowned. He then steered offagain,

and running down upon her a ſecond time, bored her

with his anchor, and raked her fore and aft with his

ſhot. But the lndians kept themſelves ſo cloſe, he got

looſe from her z and running down a third time, upon

the veſſel, he gave her ſucha ſhock, that five more leap.
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ed overboard, and periſhed as the former had done. He Book I.

then boarded the veſſel, and took two of the lndians vw

and bound them. Two or three others, armed with wys,

ſwords, in a little room below, could not be driven from

their retreat. Mr. Oldham's corpſe was found on

board; the head ſplit and the body mangled in a barbarous

manner. He was a Dorchester man, one oſ Mr. War

ham's congregation. In theſe circumstances, Gallop,

fearing that the Indians whom he had taken might get

looſe, eſpecially iſ they were kept together, and having

rffi place where he could keep them apart, threw one of

them overboard. Gallop and his company, then, as de

cently as circumstances would permit, put the corpſe

into the ſea. They stripped the veſſel, and took her

rigging, and the goods which had not been carried off,

on board their own. She was then taken in tow with

a view to carry her in, but the night coming on,'and

the wind riſing, Gallop was obliged to let her go adriſt,

and ſhe was lost. The Indians who perpetrated the

murder, were principally the Block-Illanders, with a

number of the Narraganſets, to whom theſe Indians, at

this time, were ſubject. Several oſ the Narraganſet

ſachems were in the plot, and it was ſuppoſed that the

Indians, whom Oldham had with him, were in the con

ſpiracy. Several oſ the murderers fled to the Pequots

and were protected by them. They were therefore

conſidered as abettors of the murder.

THE governor and council of Maſſachuſetts therefore, Mr_ Dun.

the next year, diſpatched captain Endicot with ninety cot's ex

volunteers to avenge theſe murders, unleſs the Indians Pcdiuon

ſhould deliver up the murdcrers and make reparation for \

the injuries which they had done. The Narraganſet

ſachems ſent home Mr.Oldham'stwo boys, and madeſuch

ſatisfaction, and gave ſuch aſſurances of their good con

duct, ſor the future, as the Engliſh accepted ; but the

other lndians made no compenſation. Captain Endicot

was therefore inſtructed to proceed to Block-[Hand and

put the men to the ſword and take poſſeffion oſ the lſiand.

The women and children were to be ſpared. Thencc

he was to ſail to the Pequot country, and demand

oſ the Pequots the murdcrers of captains Stone and

Norton, and of the other Engliſhmen, who were of

their company. He was alſo to demand _a thouſand

fithom of wampum for damages, and a number of
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their children for hostages, until the murderers ſhould

be delivered, and ſatisfaction made. If they refuſed to

comply with theſe terms, he was directed to take it by

force of arms. He had under him captains John Un

derhill and Nathaniel Turner. They ſailed from Boſ

ton on the 25th of August. When he arrived at Block

Ifland, forty or fifty Indian' appeared on the ſhore and

oppoſed his landing 3 but his men ſoon landed and aſ

tera little ſkirmiſhing the Indians fled to the woods.

The Indians ſecreted themſelves in ſwamps, thickets

and ſastueſſes, where they could not be found. There

were two pluntations on the ifland containing about ſix

ty wigwams, ſome of which were very large and fair.

The Indians had alſo about two hundred acres of corn.

After the Engliſh had ſpent two days on the Iſland,

burning the wigwams, destroying their corn, and staving

their canoes, they ſailed for the Pequot country.

VVhen they had arrived in Pequot harbour, captain En

' dicot acquainted the Pequots with the deſign of his

Scptem

ber, 14.

Vicwsand

feeling' of

Saſſacus.

coming, demanded ſatisfaction for the murders which

they had committed against the Engliſh, and compenſa

tion for the damages which they had done them. In a.

few hours nearly three hundred ofthe Pequots collected

upon the ſhore, but ſoon after they were fully informed

of his buſineſs they began to withdraw into the woods,

and instead of treating anſwered him with their arrows,

from the adjacent rocks and ſastneſſes. He landed his

men on both ſides of the harbour, burnt their wigwams,

and destroyed their canoes; but made no ſpirited at

tack upon them, nor purſuit after them. As their oom

was standing no pains were taken for its destruction.

They killed an Indian or two, and then returned to Boſ

ton. They all arrived on the 14th of September un

harmed either by ſickneſs or the ſword)t Enough in

deed had been done to exaſperate, but nothing to ſub

due ahaughty and warlike enemy.

Snssacus and his captains were men of great and in

dependcnt ſpirits ; they had conquered and governed the

nations around them without controul. They viewed

che Engliſh as strangers and mere intruders, who had

no right to the country, nor to controti its original pro

prietors, independent princes and ſovereigns. They

 

" Winthrop's Journal,p. ro5, 106, rea.
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had made ſettlements at Connecticut without their con- Boox I.

ſent, and brought home the Indian kings, whom they

had conquered, and restored to them their authority and

lands. They had built a fort, and were making a ſet

tlement, without their approbation, in their very neigh

bourhood. lndeed they had now proceeded to attack

and ravage their country. They were now therefore

all kindled into reſentment and rage ; they determined

upon, and breathed nothing but war and revenge. They

determined to extirpate, or drive all the Engliſh from

New-England.

VW

1636.

For. this purpoſe they conceived the plan of uniting policy of

the Indians generally against them. They ſpared no ſhe Pc

art nor pains to make peace with the Narraganſets, and quota.

to engage them in the war against the Engliſh. They

repreſented, that the Engliſh, who were merely foreign

ers, were overſpreading the country, and depriving the

original inhabitants of their ancient rights and poſſeſſ

ions: That unleſs effectual meaſures were immediately

taken to prevent it, they would ſoon entirely diſpoſſeſs

the original proprietors and become the lords of the

continent. They inſisted, that, by a general combina

tion, they could either destroy, or driVe them from the

country. With great advantage did they repreſent the

facility with which it might be effected. They ſaid

there would be no neceſſity of coming to open battles :

That by killing their cattle, firing their houſes, laying

ambuſhes on the roads, in the fields, and wherever

they could ſurpriſe and destroy them, they might ac

compliſh their wiſhes. They repreſented, that if the

Engliſh ſhould effect the destruction of the Pequots,

they would alſo ſoon destroy the Narraganſets. So

'ust and politic were theſe repreſentations, that nothing,

but that thirst for revenge, which inflames the ſavage

heart, could have reſisted their influence. Indeed it is

ſaid, that for a time the Narraganfets heſitated.

THE governor of Maſſachuſetts, to prevent an union

between theſe ſavage nations, and to strengthen the

peace between the Narraganſet lndians and the colony,

ſent for Miantonimoh their chief ſachem, inviting him

to come to Boston. Upon this Miantonimoh, with

another of the Narraganſet ſachems, two of the ſons of

Canonicus, with a number of their men, went to Boſ

ton and entered into the following treaty..

K

Sa'age re

venge pre

vents un

ion.
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BOOK l. THAT there ſhould be a firm peace between them and

WN the Engliſh, and their posterity: That neither party

1536, ſhould make peace with the Pequots, without the con

Treaty ſent of the other: That they ſhould not harbour the

with the Pequots, and that they ſhould return all fugitive ſer

Narragan- vants, and deliver over to' the Engliſh, or put to death

fflb- all murderers. The Engliſh were to give them notice

when they went out against the Pequots, and they were

to furniſh them with guides. It was alſo. stipulated,

that a free trade ſhould be maintained between the
parties. l

Palm," CAPTMN Underhill and twenty men appointed to re

fightſ" inſorce the garriſon at Saybrook, lying wind bound off

their own Pequot harbour, after Mr. Endieot's departure, a party

dumcc- of them went on ſhort to plunder the Pequots and

bring off their corn. After they had plundered a ſhort

time and brought off ſome quantity of corn, the Pequots

attacked them, and they ſought a conſiderable part of

the aſternoon. At length the enemy retired and they

returned to their boars. They had one man wounded,

and imagined they killed and wounded ſeveral of the

Indians.

surpriſe ABOUT the beginning of October the enemy, conceal

the lflug- ing themſelves in the high graſs, in the meadows, ſur

"ſh- priſed ſive of the garriſon at Saybrooli, as they were

octobcr' carrying home their hay. One Butterfield was taken

and tortured to death. The rest made their eſcape,

but one oſ them had five arrows ſhot into him. From

this diſ-alter the place received the name of Buttcrfield's

meadow.

ErGH-r or ten days after Jofeph Tilly, a master of a

ſmall veſſel, was captivated by the enemy, as he was
kſicn mild going down Connectieut river. He came to anchor

tortured. two or three miles above the fort, and taking a canoe,

and one man with him, went a fowling. No ſooner

had he diſcharged his picce, than a large number of Pe

quots ariſing from their concealment took him, and kil

led his companion. Tilly was a man of a great ſpirit

and understanding, and determined to ſhow himſelf a

man. The Indians uſed him in the most barbarous

manner, first cutting off his hands, and then his feet,

and ſo gradually torturing him to death. But as all

their crueltics could not effect a groan, they pronounced

him a stout man.
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Tnn enemy now kept a constant watch upon the ri- Boon I.

ver and upon the people at Saybrook. A houſe hadw

been erected about two miles from the fort, and ſix of '636

the garriſon were ſent to keep it. As three of them

were fowling, at a ſmall distance from the houſe, they

were ſuddenly attacked, by nearly a hundred Pequots.

Two of them were taken. The other cut his way

through them, ſword in hand, and made his eſcape 3 but

he was wounded with two arrower

BEFORE winter, the garriſon were ſo preſſed by the The ſort

enemy, that they were obliged to keep almost wholly i, compaſ.

within the reach of their guns. The Pequots razed all ſed with

the out houſes, burnt the stacks of hay, and destroyed &duus

almost every thing which was not within the com

mand of the fort. The cattle which-belonged to the

garriſon were killed and wounded. Some of them

came home with the arrows of the enemy sticking in

them. lndeed the fort was but little better than in a

state of ſiege, a great part of the winter. The en

emy ſo compaſſed it about, and watched all the motions

of the garriſon, that it was dangerous, at any time, to go

out of the reach of the cannon.

WHEN the ſpring came on they became still more

miſehievous and troubleſome. They kept ſuch a con

stant Watch upon the river that men could not paſs up

and down, with any ſafety, without a strong guard.

They waylaid the roads and fields, and kept Con

necticut in a state of constant ſear and alarm

IN March lieutenant Gardiner, who commanded the M
. . arch

fort, at Saybrook, gomg out With ten or twelve men 1637.

to burn the marſhes, was waylaid by a narrow neck of Men killed

land, and as ſoon as he had paſſed the narrow part of the At Sav

neck, the enemy roſe upon him and killed three of his Monk'

men. The rest made their eſcape to the fort z but one

of them was mortally wounded, ſo that he died the next

day. The lieutenant did not eſcape without a ſlight

wound. The enemy purſued them in great numbers,

to the very fort, and compaſſed it on all ſides. They

challenged the Engliſh to come out and fight, and mock

ed them, in the groans, pious invocations and dying

language of their friends, whom they had captivated

 

'l- Hubbard's Narrative. Winthrop" jonrnal, and Maſon"

history oſ the Pequot war.
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Boox I.

w

1637.

Killed go

ing down

the river.

when they were torturing them to death. They boast

ed, That they could kill Engliſh men " all one flies."

The cannon loaded with grape ſhot were ſired upon

them and they retired.

SOME time after, the enemy in a number of canoes

beſet a ſhallop, which was going down the river with

three men on board. The men ſought bravely, but

were overpowered with numbers. The enemy ſhot one

through the head with an arrow, and he fell overboard z

the other two were taken. The Indians tipped them

up, from the bdttom of their bellics to their throats,

and cleft them down their backs. They then hung

them up by their necks upon trees by the ſide of the riv

er, that as the Engliſh paſſed by, they might ſee thoſe

miſerable objects of their vengeance.

THE Pequots tortured the captives to death in the

' moſt cruel manner. * In ſome, they cut large gaſhes in

Peb. a r ſt.

Court at

Hartſord.

March.

their fleſh, and then poured embers and live coals into

the wounds. When, in their distreſs, they groaned,

and in a pious manner committed their departing ſpirits

to their REDEEMER, theſe barbarians would inſult and

mock them in their dying agonies and prayers.

ON the alſt of February, the court met at New

town, and letters were written to the governor of Maſ

ſachuſetts reprepreſenting the diſſatisfaction of the court

withMr.Endicot's expedition,the conſequences of which

had been ſo distreſsful to Connecticut. The court ex

preſſed their deſires that the colony of Maſſachuſetts

would more effectually proſecute the war with the Pe

quots.1-' It was alſo repreſented to be the deſign of

Connecticut to ſend a force against them.

AT this court it was decreed, That the plantation

called Newtown ſhould be named Hartford, and that

Watertown ſhould be called Wethersſield. It was ſoon

after decreed,That Dorchester ſhould be called Windſor.

Hartſord was named in honor to Mr. Stone, who was

born at Hartford in England.

CAPTAIN Maſon was ſoon after diſpatched with twen

tv men to reinforce the garriſonatSaybrook, and to keep

the enemy at a greater distance. After his arrival at

the ſort the enemy made no more attacks upon it, but

appeared very much to withdraw from that quarter.

 

'l' Winthrop's journal p. 123.
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A PARTY of them took a different route, and, in A- BOOK I.

pril, waylaid the people at Wethersfield, as they were VW

going into their fields to labour, and killed ſix men and 1637'

three women. Two maids were taken captive. Be- April.

ſides, they killed twenty cows, and did other damages (Is/maſſe 't

to the inhabitants. ficfllm'

Soon after this captain Underhill, who had been ap

pointed in the fallpreccding to keep garriſon at Say

brook, was ſent from the Maſſachuſctts with twenty

men to reinſorce the garriſon. Upon their arrival at

Saybrook, captain Maſon and his men immediately re

turned to Hartford.

THE affairs of Connecticut, at this time wore a most G] m

gloomy aſpect. They had ſustained great loſſes in cattle cirgzm!

and goods in the preceding years, and even this year gan;" of

they were unfortunate with reſpect to their cattle. thecolo

They had no hay but what they cut from the ſpontane- "7"

ous productions of an uncultivated country. To make '

good Engliſh meadow was a work of time. The wild,

coarſe graſs which the people cut was often mowed too

late and but poorly made. They did not always cut a

ſufficient quantity even of this poor hay. They had no

corn or provender with which they could feed them ;

and amidst the multiplicity Of affilirs,which, at their firſt

ſettlement, demanded their attention, they could not

provide ſuch ſhelters for them as were neceſſary during

the long and ſevere winters of this northern climate.

From an union of theſe circumstances, ſome of their cat

tle were lost, and thoſe which lived through winterx

were common] poor, and many of the cows lost their

oung. Notwrthstanding all the exertions the people

had made the preceding ſummer, they had not been

able, in the multiplicity of their affairs, and under their

inconveniencies, to raiſe a ſufficiency ofproviſion. Their

proviſions were not only very coarſe, but very dear and

ſcanty. The people were not only unexperienced in

the huſbandry of the country, but they had but few ox

en or ploughsct- Theiy performed almost the whole cul

ture of the earth with their hoes. This rendered it both

exceedingly ſlow and laborious

 

+ It ſeems that at this period there were but thirty plough

in the whole colony of Maſſachuſetts. Winthrop'sjourna] p.

"4. lt is not probable that there ware ten, perhaps not five,

in Connccticut. "
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BOOK I. Evnar article bore a high price. Valuable as money

w was, at that day, a good cow could not be purchaſed

1637.

Court

May rst.

under 30, a pair of bulls or oxen not under £4o. A

mare rom England or Flanders ſold at £ 30, and In

dian corn at about five ſhillings a buſhel. Labour, and

other articles, bore a proportionable price.

IN addition' to all theſe difficulties a most inſidious and

dreadful enemy were now destroying the lives and prop

erty of the colonists, attempting to raiſe the numerous

Indian tribes oſ the country against them, and threaten

ed the utter ruin of the whole colony. The inhabitants

were in a feeble state and few in number. They want

ed all their men at home, to proſecute the neceſſary bu

fineſs of the plantations. They had not a ſufficiency of

proviſions for themſelves, there would therefore be the

greatest difficulty in furniſhing a ſmall army, with pro

viſions abroad. They could neither hunt, fiſh, nor cul

tivate their fields, nor travel at home, or abroad, but

at the peril of their lives. They were obliged to keep a

constant watch by night and day t to go armed to their

daily labours, and to the public worſhip. They were

obliged to keep a constant watch and guard at their hou

ſes of worſhip, on the Lord's day, and at other ſeaſons,

whenever they converted for the public worſhip. The

lay down and roſe up in fear and danger. If they ſhould

raiſe a party oſ men and ſend them to fight the enemy

on their own ground, it would render the ſettlements

proportionably weak at home, in caſe of an aſſault from

the enemy. Every thing indeed appeared dark and

threatening. But nothing could diſcourage men, who

had an unſhalten confidence in the divine government,

and were determined to ſacrifice every other conſidera

tion, ſor the enjoyment of the uncorrupted goſpel, and

the propagation of religion and liberty in America.

IN this important criſis, a court was ſummoned, at

Hartſord, on Monday the lst oſ May. As they were

to deliberate on matters in which the lives oſ the ſub

jects and the very existence of the colony were concern

ed, the towns for the first time, ſent committees. The

ſpiritcd meaſures adopted by this court render the names

of the members worthy of perpetuation. The magiſ

trates were Roger Ludlow, Eſquire, Mr. Welles, Mr.

Swain, Mr. Steel, D/lr. Phelps and Mr. YVZITd." The

committces were Mr. Whiting, Mr. Webster, Mr.
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Williams, Mr. Hull, Mr. Chaplin, Mr. Talcott, Mr. Boox I.

Geffords, Mr. Mitchel and Mr. Sherman. w

THE court on mature deliberation, conſidering that 1537_

the Pequots had killed nearly thirty of the Engliſh; that

they had tortured and inſulted their captives, in the Deter

most horrible manner; that they were attempting to mine 0"

engage all the Indians to unite for the purpoſe of extir- 'taught

pating the Engliſh ; and the danger the whole colony Pequot.

was in, unleſs ſome capital blow could be immediately -

given their enemies, determined, that an offenſive war

ſhould be carried on against them, by the three towns

of Windſor, Hartford and Wethersſield. They voted,

that 90 men ſhould be raiſed forthwith ; 42 from Hart

ſord, 30 from Windſor, and 18 from Wethersfield. ,

Notwithstanding the neceſſities and poverty of the peo- \

ple, all neceſſary ſupplies were voted for this little armycl- '

No ſooner was this reſolution adopted, than the people

proſecuted the most vigorous meaſures, to carry it into

immediate and effectual execution.

THE report of the ſlaughter and horrid cruelties prac- Mamchþ

tiſed by the Pequots, against the people of Connecticut, ſctts and

rouſed the other colonies to harmonious and ſpirited ex- Plimouth

ertions against the common enemy. Maſſachuſetts de- zffifteggſh

termined to ſend 200, and Plimouth 40 men to affiſl; hement

Connecticut in proſecuting the war. Captain Patrick

with 40 men, was ſent forward, before the other troops,

from Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth, could be ready to

march, with a view, that he might ſeaſonably form a

junction with the party from Connectieut. '

Or: Wedneſday the loth of May the troops from M h

Connecticut fell down the river, for the fort at Say- thgrkgp;

brook. They confiſted of 90 Engliſhmen and about fzu down

70 DIOheagans and river Indians. They embarked on the river.

board a pinlt, a pinnaee and a ſhallop. The Indians

were commanded by Uneas, ſachem of the Moheagans.

The whole was commanded by captain John Maſon,

who had been bred a ſoldier in the old countries. The May

Reverend Mr. Stone of Hartſord went their Chaplain. '5

On Monday the (gth the troops arrived at Saybrook

fort. As the water was low, this little fleet ſeveral

times ran a ground. The Indians impatient of delays;

deſired to be ſet on ſhare, promifing to join the Engliſh

 

f Record' of Connectieut.
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BOOK I. at Saybroolc. The captain therefore granted their re

vw quest. On their march, they fell in with about forty

,637_ of the enemy, near the fort, killed ſeven and took one

Succeſs of priſoner.

UMU- THE priſoner had been a perfidious villain. He had

His bnſhþ lived in the fort, ſome time before, and could ſpeak

rownen Engliſh well. But after the Pequots commenccd hoſ

ment of tilities against the Engliſh, he became a constant ſpy

his Priſo- upon the garriſon, and acquainted Saſſacus with every

ner' thing he could diſcover. He had been preſent at the

ſlaughter of all the Engliſh, who had been killed at

r Saybrook. Uncas and his men inſisted upon executing

him according to the manner of their ancestors ; and

the Engliſh, in the circumstances in which they then

were, did not judge it prudent to interpoſe._ The In

dians, kindling a large fire, violently tore him limb from

limb. Barbarouſly cutting his fleſh in pieces, they

handcd it round from one to another, eating it, ſinging

and dancing round the fire, in their violent and tumul

tuous manner. The bones and ſuch parts of their cap

tive, as were not conſumed in this dreadful repast, were

committed to the flames and conſumed to aſhes.

on _ THlS ſucceſs was matter of joy, not onlv as it was
. pt.Ma . * .

ſo" and a check upon the enemy, but as it was an evidence of

his coun- the fidelity of Uncas and his Indians, of which the

9" diflfled Engliſh had been before in doubt. There were other

mop'mon' circumstances however which more than counterbalan

ced thisjoy. The army lay wind bound until Friday,

and captain Maſon and his officers were entirely divided

in opinion, with reſpect to the manner of proſecuting

their enterpriſe. The court, by the commiſlion and in

structions which it had given, enjoined the landing of

the men at Pequot harbour, and that from thence they

ſhould advance upon the enemy. The captain was for

Debateszn paſſing by them, and ſailing to the Narraganſet coun

the Coun. try. He was fixed in this opinion, becauſe he found,

CllOF War- that expecting the army at Pequot harbour, they kept

watch upon the river night and day. Their number

of men greatly exceded his : He was informed, at Say

brook, that they had ſixteen fire arms with powder and

ſhot. The harbour was compaſſed with rocks and'

thickets, affording the enemy every advantage.

They were upon the land and exceedingly light of foot.

He was therefore of the opinion, that they would ren
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der it very difficult and dangerous to land, and that he BOOK I.

might ſustain ſuch loſs, as would diſcourage his menw

and fruflrate the deſign of the expedition. lf they 1637.

ſhould make good their landing, he was ſure, that while

they directed their march through the country to the en.

emies ſorts, they would waylay and attack them, with

their whole force, at every difficult paſs. Beſide, if

they ſhould find on trial, that they were not able to de

feat the Engliſh, they would run offto ſwamps and ſast- _

nefl'es, where they could not be found; and they ſhould

not beable to effect any thing capital against them.

He was not without hopes, that by going to Narraganſet

he might ſurpriſe them. There was alſo ſome proſpect,

that the Narraganſets wouldjoin him in the expedition,

and that he might fall in with ſome part of the troops

from Maſſachuſetts.

HIS officers and men in general were for attending

their instruaions, and going at all hazards directly to

the ſorts. The neceſſity of their affairs-at home, the

danger of the Indians attacking their families and ſet

tlements, in their abſence, made them wiſh, at once to

diſpatch the buſineſs, on which they had been ſent.

They did not reliſh a long march through the wilder

neſs. They alſo imagined that they might be diſcover

ed,even ſhould they determine to march ſromNarragan

ſet to the attack of the enem . In this diviſion of opin

ion, Mr. Stone was deſired y the officers most impor

'unately to pray for them, That their way might be

directed, and, that notwithstanding the preſent embar

nſſment, the enterpriſe might be crownedv with-ſucceſs.

MR. STONE ſpent most of- Thurſday ni ht in- prayer.*Mr_ Stone

and the next morning viſiting captain Blaſon aſſured. prays.

him, that he had done as he was deſired ; adding, That

he was entirely ſatisfied with his plan. The council

wao again called, and upon a full view of all the reaſons,

unanimoufiy agreed to proceed to Narraganſet. It wan

alſo determined, that twenty men ſhould be ſent back to

Connecticut, to ſtrengthen the infant ſettlements, while

the rest oſ the troops were employed in ſervice against

the enemy; and', that captain Underhill, with nineteen

* menfrom the garriſon at Saybroola fort ſhould ſupply

their place'- L
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BOOK I.

w

1637.

play loth

expedi

tion a

gainst the

Ptquota him alſo with the expedition.

ON Friday, May loth the captain ſailed for Narrav- r

ganſet Bay, and arrived on Saturday at the deſired port.

Upon Monday captain hlaſon and captain Underhlll

marched with a guard to the plantation of Canonicus,

and acquainted him with the deſign of their coming.

-A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched to Miantoni

moh, the chief ſachem of the Narraganſets, to acquaint

The next day Miantoni

moh met them, with his chief counſellors and warriors,

conſisting of about 200 men. Captain Maſon certified

him, that the occaſion of his coming with armed men,

into his country, was to avenge the intolerable injuries,

which the Pequots, his as well as their enemies, had ſi

done the Engliſh : ' and, that he deſired a free paſſage to

the >Pequot forts. After a ſolemn conſultation in the

Indian manner, Miantonimoh anſwered, That he high

ly approved of the expedition, and that he would ſend

men- He obſerved however, That the Engliſh were

not ſufficient in number to ſight with the enemy. He

ſaid the Pequots were great captains, ſkilled in war,

and rather (lighted the Engliſh. Captain Maſon landed

his men and marched just at night to the plantation of

Canonicus, which was appointed to he Ithe place of

general rendezvous. That night there arrived an Indian

runner in the camp, with a letter from captain Patrick,

who had arrived with his party at Mr. Williams's plan

tation in Providence. Captain Patrick ſignified his de

ſire, that captain Maſon would wait until he could join

m_1- Upon deliberation it was determined not to

Walt, though a junction was greatly deſired. The men

had already been detained much longer than was agree

able to their wiſhes. When they had ahſolutely reſol

Ved_ the preceding day to march the next morning, the

Indians infisted, that they were but in jest; That En

ghſhmen talked much, but would not ſight. It was

t ereſore feared, that any delay would have a had effect

upon them. It was alſo ſuſpected, that if they did not

proceed immediately, they ſhould be diſcovered, as there

werega number of ſquaws who maintained an inter

courle between the Pequot and Narraganſct Indians.

farmy therefore, conſisting of 77 Engliſhmen, 60

ſet(g-Wagan and river Indians, and about zoo Narragan

Yeacvhnzlarched on Wedneſday morning and that day

e the eastem Nihantick, about eighteen or twen
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ty miles, from the place of their reudezvous the night BOOK I;

before. This wasa ſrontier to the Pequots, and wasw

the ſeat of one of the Narraganſet ſachems. Here 1637.

the army halted, at the cloſe oſ the day. But the ſa- wcdnffi

chem and his Indians conducted themſelves in a haugh- day May

ty manner toward the Engliſh, and would not ſuffer 'Ath

them to enter within their ſort. Captain Maſon there

fore placed a strong guard round the fort z and as the

Indians would not ſuffer him to enter it, he determined

that none of them ſhould come out. Knowing the perfi

dy of the Indians and that it was customary among them

to ſuffer the nearest relativcs of their greatest enemies,

to reſide with them, he judged it neceſſary to prevent

their diſcovering him to the enemy.

IN the morning aconſiderable number of Miantoni- Thurſdzy

moh's men came on and joined the Engliſh. This cn- asth.

couraged many of the Nihanticks alſo to join them.

They ſoon formed a circle and made protestations, how

gallantly they would fight, and what numbers they

would kill. When the army marched, the next morn- -

ing, the captain had with him nearly 500 Indians. He

marched twelve miles to the ford in Pawcatuck river.

The day was very hot and the men, through the great

heat and a ſcarcity of proviſion, began to ſaint. The

army therefore made a conſiderable halt, and refreſhed

themſelves. Here the Narraganſet Indians began to

manifest their dread ofthe Pequots, and to enquire of

captain Maſon with great anxiety what were his real

defigns. He aſſured them, that it was his deſign to at

tack the Pequots in their ſorts. At this they appeared

to be panlc-struclc, and filled with amazement. Many

of them drew off and returned to Narraganſet. The

army marched on about three miles, and came to Indian

com-fields; and the captain imagining that he drew

near the enemy made an halt; called his guides and

council, and demanded of the Indians how far it was to

the ſorts. They repreſented, That it was twelve miles

to Saſſacus's fort, and that both ſorts were in a manner

impregnable. Wequaſh, a Pequot captain or petty ſa

chem, who had revolted from Saſl'acus to the Narragan

ſets, was the principal guide, and he, proved faithful.

He gave ſuch information reſpecting the distance of

the ſorts from each other, and the distance which they

were then at from the chief ſachem's, as determined him
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and his officers to alter the reſolution, which they had

before adopted of attacking them both at once ; and to

make a united attack upon that at Mistic. He found

his men ſo fatigued, in marching through a pathleſs

wilderneſs, with their proviſions, arms and ammunition,

and ſo affected with the heat, that this reſolution ap

peared to be abſolutely neceſſary. One of captain Un

derhill's men became lame, at the ſame time, and began

to fail. The army therefore proceeded directly to Miſ

tic, and continuing their march came to a ſmall fwamp

between two hills just at the diſappearing of the day

light. The officers ſuppoſing that they were now near

the fort, pitched theirlittle camp, between, or near two

large rocke, in Groton, ſince called Porter's rocks. The

men were faint and weary, and though the rocks were

their pillows, their rest was ſweet. The guards and

ſentincls were conſiderably advanced, in the front of the

army, and heard the enemy ſinging, at the fort, and con

tinuing their rejoicings even until midnight. They

had ſeen the veſſels paſs the harbour ſome days before,

and had concluded, that the Engliſh were afraid, and

had not courage to attack them. They were therefore

rejoicing, ſinging, dancing, inſulting them, and weary

ing themſelves on this account.

THE night was ſcrene and towards morning' the

moon ſhone clear. The important criſis was now come

when the very existence of Connecticut, under pro-'i

dence," was to be determined, by'the ſword in a ſingle ac

tion -, and to be decided by the good conduct of leſs than

eighty brave men. The Indians who remained were

now ſorely diſmayed, and- though, at first, they had led

the van and boasted of great feats, yet were now all.

fallen back in the rear.

ABOUT two hours before day the men were rouſed.

with all expedition, and briefly commending themſelves

and their cauſe to God, advanced immediately towards.

the fort. After a march of about two miles, they came

to the foot of a large hill where a fine country opened:

before them. The captain ſuppoſing that the fort could;

notbe far distant, ſent for the Indians in the 'rear to.

come up. Uncas and Wequaſh. at length; appeared.

He demanded of them where the fort was. They an

ſwered on the top of the hill. He demanded of: them

where were the other Indians? They. anſwered, that
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they were much afraid. The captain ſent to them not Boo't l.

to fly, but to ſurround the fort, at any distance they MN

pleaſed, and ſee whether Engliſhmen Would fight. 1637

The day was nearly dawning and no time was now to be

lost. The men preſſed on, in two diviſions, captain

Maſon to the north eastern, and ca tain Underhill to

the western entrance. As the obje which they had

been ſo long ſeeking came into view, and while they

reflected they were to fight not Only for themſelves, but

their parents, wives, children and the whole colony,

the martial ſpirit kindled in their boſoms, and they

were wonderfully animated and affisted. As captain

Maſon advanced within a rod or two of the fort a dog

harked, and an Indian roared out, Owanux l Owanux .

That is, Engliſhmen ! Engliſhmen! The troops preſſed

on and asthe Indians were rallying, poured in upon

them, through the palliſadoes, a general diſcharge of

their muſkets, and then wheeling off to the principal

entrance entered the ſort ſword in hand. Notwithstand

ing the ſuddenneſs oſ the attack, the blaze and thunder

of their arms, the enemy madea manly and deſperate

refistance. Captain Maſon and his party drove the In

dians in the main street towards the west part of the

fort, where ſome bold men, who had forced their way

met them and made ſuch ſlaughter among them, that the

street was ſoon clear of the enemy. They ſecreted

themſelves in, and behind their wigwams, and taking

advantage of every covert, maintained an obstinate de

fence. The captain and his men entered the wigwam',

where they were beſet with many lndians, who touk

every advantage to ſhoot them and lay hands upon them,

ſo that it was with great difficulty that they could de

fend themſelves with their ſwords. After a ſevere con

flict, in which many of the lndians were ſlain, ſome

of the Engliſh killed and others ſorely wounded, the 'ic

tory still hung in ſuſpcnſe. The captain finding himſelf

much exhauſted and out of breath, as well as his men,

by the extraordinary exertions which they had made 3

in this critical state of the action, had recourſe to a ſuc

ceſsful expedient. He cries out to his men, We man'

mn THEM. He immediately entering a wi

took fire and put it into the mats, with which the wi - F'rt

warns were covered. The ſire instantl kindling, ſpread burnt'

with ſuch violence, that all the Indian ouſes were ſoon
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wrapped in one general flame. As the fire increaſed the

Engliſh retired without the fort, and compaſſed it on

every ſide. Uncas and his Indians with ſuch of the

Narraganſets as yetremained, took courage, from the

example of the Engliſh, and formed another circle in

the rear of them. The enemy were now ſeized with

astoniſhment, and forced, by the flames, from their lurk

ing places into open light, and became a fair mark for

the Engliſh ſoldiers. Some climbed the palliſadoes and

were instantly brought down by the fire of the Engliſh

muſkets. Others deſperately ſallying forth from their

burning cells, were ſhot, or cut in pieces with the ſword.

Such terror fell upon them, that they would run back

from the Engliſh into the very flames. Great numbers

periſhed in the conſlagration.

THE greatneſs and violence of the fire, the reflection

of the light, the flaſhing and roar of the arms, the ſhrieks

and yellings of the men, women and children in the

fort, and the ſhoutings of the Indians without, just at

the dawning of the morning, exhibited a grand and aw

ful ſcene. In a little more than an hour this whole

work of destruction was finiſhed. Seventy wigwams

were burnt and five or ſix hundred Indians periſhed, ei

ther by the ſword or in the flames-1L A hundred and

fifty warriors had been ſent on the evening before, who,

that very morning, were to have gone forth against the

Engliſh. Of theſe, and all who belonged to the fort,

ſeven only eſcaped, and ſeven were made priſoners. lt

had been previouſly concluded not to burn the fort, but

to destroy the enemy, and take the plunder ; but the

captain afterwards found it the only expedient to obtain

the victory, and ſave his men. Thus parents and chil

dren, the ſannup and ſquaw, the old man and the babe,

periſhed in promiſcuous ruin.

THOUGH the victory was complete, yet the army

were in great danger and distreſs. The men had been

exceedingly fatigued, by the heat, and long marches

through rough and difficult places ; and by that con

stant watch and guard which they had been obliged to

keep. Thcy had now been greatly exhausted, by the

ſharpneſs of the action, and the exertions which they

 

i Captain _Maſ0n in his histor ſays, 60r 700. From the

number of ngwams and the rein areement, the probability i'

that about boo were deſtroyed.



CHAP.V. OF CONNECTICUT. 79

had been neceſſitated to make. Their loſs was very Boon I.

conſiderable. Two men were killed, nearly twenty VW

wounded. This was more than one quarter of the 1537.

Engliſh. Numbers fainted by reaſon of fatigue, the

heat and want of neceſſaries. The Surgeon, their pro

viſions, and the articles neceſſary for the wounded were

on board the veſſels, which had been ordered to ſail from

Namganſet bay, the night before, for Pequot harbour ;

but there was no appearance of them in the ſound.

They were ſenfible, that by the burning of the fort, and

the noiſe of war, they had alarmed the country ; and,

therefore were in constant expectation oſ an attack, by

a freſh and numerous enemy, from the other fortreſs,

and from every quarter whence the Pequots might be

collected.

A NUMBER of the friendly Indians had been wound

ed, and they were ſo distracted with fear, that it was

difficult even to ſpeak with their guide and interpreter,

or to know any thing what they deſigned. The Engliſh

were in an enemies country, and entire strangers to the

way, in which they must return. The enemy were far

more numerous than themſelves, and enraged to the

highest degree. Another circumstance rendered their

fituation still more dangerous, their proviſions and am

munition were both nearly expended. Four or five

men were ſo wounded that itwas neceſſary to carry them,

and they were alſo oblitgled to bear about twenty fire

arms, ſo that not more an forty men could be ſpared

for action.

AFTER an interval of about an hour, while the offi

cers were in conſultation, what courſe they ſhould take,

their veſſels, as though guided by the hand of provi

dence, to ſerve the neceffities of theſe brave men, came

full in view; and, under a fair gale, were steering di

rectly into the harbour. This, in the ſituation of the

army, at that time, was a most joyful ſight.

IMMEDlATELY upon thediſcoveryof the veſſels, about

three hundred Indians came on from the other fort. -

Captain Maſon, perceiving their approach, led out a

choſen party to engage them and try their temper. He

gave them uch a warm reception as ſoon checked and The ene

put them to a stand. This gave him great encourage- TZ'ZZZLP

ment, and he ordered the army to march for Pequot har- tfldr him

bour. The enemy, upon this, imediately advanced to
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the hill where the ſort stood ; and 'ieu'ing the destruc

tion which had been made, stamped and tore their hair

from their heads. After a ſhort pauſe, and blowing

themſelves up to the higheſt tranſport oſ paſſion, they

lcaped down the hill after the army in the most 'iobent

manner,as though they were about to run over the Eng

liſh. Captain Underhill, who. witha number oſ the

best men, was ordered to defend the rear, ſoon checked

the eagerneſs of their purſuit. and taught them to keep

at a more reſpectſul distance. AThe friendly Indians, who

had not deſerted now kept cloſe to the Engliſh, and it

was believed, that after the enemy came on, they were

afraid to leave them. The enemy purſued the army

nearly ſix miles, ſometimes ſhouting at a distance, from

behind rocks and trees, and at other times preſſing on

more violently and deſperatcly hazarding themſctvcs in

the open field.

THAT the Engliſh might all be enabled to ſight, cap

tain Maſon ſoou hired the lndians to carry the woun

ded men and their arms. The Engliſh kithed ſeveral of

the enemy whiie they purſued them but ſustained no

loſs themſelves. When they killed a Peqcunt, the other

Indians would ſhout,run and fetch his head. At length

the enemy finding, that they couid make no impreſſion

upon the army, and that wounds and death attended

their attempts, gave over the purſuit.

THE army then marched to the harbonr with their

colours flying, and were received on board the veſſel'

with great mutualjoy and congratulation.

IN about: three weeks from the time the men embark

ed at Hartſord they returned again to their reſpective

babitatims. They were received with the greatest ex

altation. As the people had been deeply affected with,

their danger, andſull of anxiety- for their friends, while

nearly half the effective men in the colony were in ſen

vice, upon ſo, hazardous. an enterpriſe, ſo ſudden a

change, in: the great victory obtained, and in the ſafe

return of'fo many oſ their children. and neighbours, filled?

them with. exceeding joy and thankfulnaſs. Every

kmily and every worſhipping aſſembly ſpake the lan

guage of praiſe and thankſgiving.

SnveuL circumstances attending this enterpriſe

were much noticed the ſoldiers thkmſelves, and eſpe

cially by all the pious people. lit was. conſidered: as
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very providcntial, that the army ſhould march nearly Boox I.

forty miles, and a conſiderable part of it in the enemies L/'W

country, and not be diſcovered until the moment they 1637.

were ready to commence the attack.

markable, that the veſſels ſhould come into the harbour

at the very hour in which they were most needed. The

life ofcaptain Maſon was very ſignally preſerved. As

he entered a wigwam for fire to burn the fort, an Indian

was drawing an arrow to the very head and would have

killed him inſtantly, but Davis, one of his ſergeants, cut

the bowstring, with his cutlaſs, and prevented the fatal

ſhot) Lientenant Bull received an arrow into a hard

piece of Chceſe, which he had in his clothes, and by it

was ſaved harmleſs. ' Two ſoldiers, John Dier and

Thomas Stilcs, both ſervants of one man, were ſhot in

the knots of their neckcloths, and by them preſerved

from instant death;

FEW enterpriſcs have ever been achieved with more

perſonal bravery or good conduct. In few have ſo great

a proportion of the effective men of a whole colouy,

state, or nation been put to ſo great and immediate

danger. In few, have a people been ſo deeply and im

mediately interested, as the whole colony of Connecti.

cut was in this, in that uncommon criſis. In theſe reſ

pects even the great armaments and battles of Europe

are comparatively of little importance. In this, under

the divine conduct, by ſeventy-ſeven brave men, Con

necticut was ſaved, and the most warlike and terrible

Indian nation, in New-England, defeated and ruined.

THE body of the Pequots returning from the purſuit

of captain Maſon, repaired to Saſſacus, at the royal for

treſs, and related the doleful story of their misfortunes.

They charged them all to his haughtincſs and miſcon

duct, and threatened him, and his, with immediate de

struction. His friends and chief counſellors interceded

for him; and, at their intreaty, his men ſpared his life.

Then upon conſultation, they concluded, that they

could not, with ſafet , remain any longer in the coun

try. They were indeed ſo panic struck, that burning

their wigwams and destroying their fort, they fled and

* Hubbard's Narrati'e. '

I Maſon's Hillory.

M
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BOOK I. ſcattercd into various parts oſ the country. Saffacus,

VW Mononotto and ſeventy or eighty oſ their chief coun

10-57- -ſellors and warriors took their route towards Hudſon's

river.

* JUST before captain Maſon went out upon the expe

_ dition againſt the Pequots, the Dutch'performed a very

CRPL'W' neighbour-ly office for Connecticut. 'ſhe two maids,_

who had been captivated at VVethcrsſzcld, had through

ed_' the humanity and mediation of Mononotto's ſquaw,

been ſpared from death, and kindly treated. The

Dutch governor, receiving intelligence of their circum

stances, determined to redeem them, at any rate, and

diſpatcheda floop to Pequot harbour for that purpoſe.

Upon its arrival, the Dutch made large offers for their

redemption, but the Pequots would not accept them.

Finally as the Dutch had a number of Pequots on

board, whom they had taken, and finding that they

could do no better, they offered the Pequots ſix of their

own men for the two maidsfl' Theſe they accepted

and the Dutch delivered the young women at Saybrook,

just before captain Maſon and his party arrived. Of

them he received particular information reſpecting the

enemy.

AN Indian runner diſpatched by Mr. Williams, at

Providence, ſoon carried the news of the ſucceſs of

Connccticut against the Pequots, to the governor of

Maſſachuſetts. The governor and his council judging,

that the Pequots had received a capital blow, ſent for

ward but a hundred and twenty men. Theſe were

commanded by Mr. Stoughton, and the reverend Mr.

Wilſon of Bollon was ſent his Chaplain.

Tms party arrived at Pequot harbour thc latter part

June. oſ June. By the affistance of the Narraganſet Indians,

the party under captain Stoughton fur-rounded a large

body of Pequots in aſwamp. They took eighty cap

Pffluots tives. Thirty were men', the rest were Women and

When' children. The men, except two ſuchems, were killed,

but the women and children were ſavedqL The ſachems

promiſed to conduct the Engliſh to Saſſacus, and for:

that purpoſe were ſpared for the preſent.

 

*'* Vl'inthrop's Journal, p. 128.

+ Hubbard's Narrative p. 34, and Winthrop's Journal page

UO' U?" .
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THE court at Connecticut ordered that forty men BOOK L

ſhould be raiſed forthwith for the further proſecution VW

of the war against the Pequots, to be commanded by 1637,

captain Maſon. Line 26.

THE troops from Connecticut made a junction' with

the party, under the command oſ captain Stoughton at

Pequot. Mr. Ludlow, with other principal gentlemen

from Connecticut, went alſo with the army,_ to adviſe _'

with reſpect to the meaſures to be 'adopted in the ſur

ther proſecution of the war. Upon general conſulta

tion, it was concluded to purſue the Pequots, who had

fied to the westward. The army marched immediate

ly, and ſoon diſcovered the places, where the enemy

had rendezvouſed, at their ſeveral removes. As theſe

were not far distant from each other, it appeared, that

they moved flowly, having their women and children

with them. They alſo were without proviſion, and

were obliged to dig for clams, and to range the groves

for ſuch articles as they afforded. The Engliſh found

ſome ſcattering Pequots, as they ſcoured the country,

whom they captivated, and from whom they obtained

intelligence relative to the Pequots whom they were

marſuing. But finding, that the ſachems, whom they

had ſpared,would give them noinſormation,they beheaded Origin ye

them, on their march, at a place called Menunkatuch, beef:le '

ſince Guilſord; from which circumstance the ſpoton ſi '

which the execution was done, bears the name of ſa

chem's head to the preſent time. In three days they

arrivedatNew-Haven harbour. The veſſels ſailed along

the ſhore while the troops marched by land. At New

Haven, then called Winnipiack, a great ſmoke, at a

ſmall distance, was diſcovered in the woods. The of

ficers ſuppoſing, that they had now diſcovered the ene

my, ordered the army immediately to advance upon

them; but were ſoon informed' that they were notin

that vicinity. The Connecticut Indians had kindled

the fires. whence the ſmoke aroſe. The troops ſoon

embarked on board the veſſels. After staying ſeveral

days at New-Haven, the officers received intelligence

from' a Pequot, whom they had previouſly ſent to

make diſcovery, that the enemy were at a conſiderable

distance, ina great ſwamp, to the westward. Upon

this information, thc army marched with all poſſible

diſpatch to a great ſwamp, in Fairfield, where were
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eighty ora hundred Pequot warriors, and nearly two

hundred other Indians. The ſwamp was ſucha thick

et, ſo deep and boggy, that it was difficult to enter it,

or make any movement without ſinking in the mite.

Lieutenant Davenport and others, ruſhing eagerly into

it,were ſorely wounded,and ſeveral were ſoon ſo deep in

the mud, that they could not get out without aſiistance.

The enemy preſſed them ſo hard, that the were just

ready to ſeize them by the hair of their hea . A num

ber of brave men were obliged to reſcue them ſword

in hand. Some of the Indians were ſlain and the men

were drawn out of the mite. ' The ſwamp was ſur

rounded, and after a conſiderable ſkirmiſh the Indian:

deſired a parly. As the officers were not willing to '

make a promiſcuous destruction of men, women and

children, and as the ſachem and Indians of the vicinity

had fled into the ſwamp, though they had done the col

onies no injury, a parly was granted. Thomas Stan.

ton, a man well acquainted with the manners and lan

guage of the Indians, was ſent to treat with them. He

was authorized to offer life to all the Indians who had

ſhed no Engliſh blood. Upon this offer, the ſachem

of the place came out to the Engliſh, and one company

of old men, women and children after another, to the

number of about two hundred. The ſachem of the

place declared for himſelf and his Indians, that they had

neither ſhed the blood of the Engliſh nor done them

any harm. But the Pequot warriors had too greata

ſpirit to accept of the offer oſ liſe, declaring, that they

would ſight it out. They ſhot their arrows at Stantonl

and preſſed ſo hard upon him, that the ſoldiers were ob

liged to fly to his reſcue.1- The fight was then renew

ed, the ſoldiers firing upon them when ever an opportu

nity preſented. But by reaſon of an unhappy diviſion

among the officers a great part of the enemy eſcaped.

Some were for forcing the ſwamp immediately, but

this 'was oppoſed, as too dangerous. Others were for

cutting it down, as they had taken many hatchets, with

which theywere oſ the opinion it might be effected.

Some others were for making a palliſado and hedge

round it, but neither of theſe meaſures could be adopt

cdi As night came on, the Engliſh cut through a

'r Hubbnrd's Narralive, p. 38.

i Maſon'a history.



CHAP.V.OFCONNECT1CUT_. 85

narrow part of it, by which the Circumference was BOOK I.

greatly leſſened; ſo that the ſoldiers, at twelve feet diſ- K/VV

tance from each other, were able completely to com- 1637.

paſs the enemy. In this manner they encloſed and

watched them until it was nearly morning. A thick

ſog aroſe just before day, and it became exceedingly

dark. At this juncture the lndians took the opportu

nity to break through the Engliſh. They made their

ſirſl: attempt upon captain Patrick's quarters, yellingin

their hideous manner and preſſing on with violence,

but they were ſeveral times driven back. As the noiſe

and tumult of war increaſed, captain Maſon ſent a par

ty to allist captain Patrick. Captain Traſk alſo march

ed to reinſorce him. As the battle greatly increaſ

ed, the ſiege broke up. Captain Maſon marched to

give affistance in the action. Advaneing to the turn

of the ſwamp, he found that the enemy were preſſing

out upon him -, but he gave them ſo warm a reception,

that they were ſoon glad to retire. While he was ex

pecting that the would make another attempt upon

him, the faced a out, and falling violently on captain

Patrick, roke through his quarters and fled. Theſe

were their bravest warriors, ſixty or ſeventy of whom

made their eſcape. About twenty were killed, and one

hundred and eighty were taken priſoners. The Eng

liſh alſo took hatchets, wampum, kettles, trays and oth

er Indian utenſtls. _

THE Pequot women and children, who had been cap- Captivz.

tivated were divided among the troops. Some were car- divided

ried to Connecticut, and others to the Maſſachuſetts.

Thepeople oſMaſſachuſetts ſent a number of the women

and bOys to the West-Indies, and ſold them for ſlaves.

It was ſuppoſed,Thatabout ſeven hundred Pequots were

deſtroyed. The women who were captivated, reported,

that thirteen ſachems had been ſlain, and that thirteen

yet ſurvived. Among the latter were Saſſacus and Mo

nonotto, the two chief ſachems. Theſe with about

twenty oſ their best men fled to the Mohawks. They

carried offwith them wampum to the amount of£5001

The Mohawks ſurpriſed and ſlew them all except Mo

nonotto. They wounded him, but he made his eſcape.

The ſcalp ofSaſſacus was ſent to Connecticut in the fall,

Enemy

eſcape.

 

1' Winthrop'a Journal, p. 136.
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BOOK l.

WV

1637.

Sanhcm's

wife and

tlnldren.

and Mr. Ludlow and ſeveral other gentlemen, going

into Maſſaehufetts, in September, carried a lock of it to

Boston, as a rare ſight, and a ſure demonstration of the

_ death of their mortal enemy.1 .

AMDNG the Pequot captives was the wiſe and chil

dren of Mononotto. She was particularly noticed, by

the Engliſh, for her great modesty, humanity and good

ſenſe. She made it as her only request,That ſhe might

not beinjured eitheras to heroffspring or perſonal honor.

As a requital of her kindneſs to the captivated maids,

her life and the lives of her children were not only ſpar

ed,but they were particularly recommended to the care

of governor Winthrop. He gave charge for their pro-

tection and kind treatment.

AFTER the ſwamp-fight the Pequots became ſo weak
andw ſcattered, that the Narraganſets and Moheagans

constantly killed them, and brought in their heads to

'VVindſor and Hartford. Thoſe who ſurvived were ſo

hunted and haraſſed, that a number of their chief men

repaired to the Engliſh, at Hartford for relief. They

' offered, if their lives might be ſpared, that they would

Covenant

at Hart

ſord,

Septcm*

ber zlst,

1638.

become the ſervants of the Engliſh and be diſpoſed of at

their pleaſure. This was granted and the court in

terpoſed for their protection.

UNCAS and Miantonimoh with the Pequots, by the

direction of the magistrates of Connecticut, met at

Hartford *, and it was demanded of them, How many

of the Pequots Were yet living P They anſwered, About

two hundred beſides women and children. The

magistrates then entered into afirm covenant withthem,

to the following effect, That there ſhould be perpetual

peace between Miantonimoh and Uncas and their reſ

pective Indians, and that all past injuries ſhould be re

mitted and for ever buried : That if any injuries ſhould

be done, in future, by one party to the other, that they
ct ſhould not immediately revenge it, but appeal to the

Engliſh to do them justice. lt was stipulated, that

they ſhould ſubmit to their determination, and that ifei.

ther party ſhould be obstinate, that then they might en

force ſubmiffion to their deciſions. It was further a

greed, That neither the Moheagans, nor Narraganfets

ſhould conceal or entertain any of their-enemies; but

 

I lVinthrop'a Journal, p. 154, 135, 155.
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deliver up or destroy all ſuch Indians as had murdered BOOK L

any Engliſh man or woman. The Engliſh then gavew

the Pequot Indians to the Narraganſets and Moheagans : 1537. '

ei hty to Iliantonimoh, twenty to Ninnigret ; and the '

A ot er hundred to Uncas ; to be received and treated as

their men. It Was alſo covenanted, That the Pequots

ſhould never more inhabit their native country, nor be

called Pequots, but Narraganſets and -Mohcagans. It

was alſo further stipulated, That neither the Narragan

ſets nor Moheagans ſhould poſſeſs any part of the Pequot

country without the conſent of the Engliſh. The Pe

quots were to pay a tribute, at Connecticut annually, of

a fathom of wampumpeag for every Sannop, of half a

fathom for every young man and of a hand for every male

papooſe. On theſe conditions the magistrates, in behalf of

the colony,stipulate'd a firm peacewith all theſe Indians.*

THE conquest of the Pequots struck all the Indians

in New-England with terror, and they were poſſeſſed

with ſuch fear of the diſpleaſure and arms of the Eng

liſh, that they had no open war with them for nearly

forty years.

THIs happy event gave great joy to the colonies.

A day of public thankſgiving was appointed; and, in

all the churches of New-England, devout and animated

praiſes were addreſſed to him, who giveth his people the

dctory, and cauſeth them to dwell ſafely.

CHAPTER VI.

EFFECTS of flee war.ſi Great ſcarcity in Conneffimt,

and meam' take-'t to relic-w the necgffitie: oft/ye' people.

Scttlement of New-Haven. Planiatian covenant. 114an

fir 'be defines qf the colony. Captain Maſon made ma

jor-gmeral. (.'ivil to'zstitutia'z qf Conncctitut,formed by

'voluntary compact. First general election nt Conne-aſſent.

Gwernor: and magſſmtfl. General right: 'if the pea

plt, and principal lar-w: qſtbe colony. Ccrz/litution and

law: ofNew-Haven. Pan-baſe andſcttltme'zt gfſeveral

ta-w'z; in Conne-Hintſ and New-Haven.

HOUGH the war with the Pequots was now

happily terrpinnted, yet the effects of it were ſe

' Records of Connecticut.
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Boox I. verely felt by the inhabitants. Theconſcquenccs were

VW ſcarcity and a debt, which, in the low state oſ the colo

1637.

Searcity

in Con

necticut.

Relieved.

ny, it was exceedingly difficult to pay. Almost every

article of food, or clothing was purchaſed at the dearest

rate. And the planters had not yet reaped any conſid

erable advantage from their farms. Such a proportion

oſ their labourers had been employed in the war, and the

country was ſo uncultivated, that all the proviſion

which had been raiſed, or imported, was in no meaſure

proportionate to the wants of the people. The winter was

uncommonly ſevere, which increaſed the distreſs of the

colony.1- The court at Connecticut ſoreſeeing, that the

people would be in great want of bread, contracted with.

Mr. Pyncheon for five hundred buſhels of Indian corn,

'which he was to purchaſe of the Indians, and a greater

qual tity if it could be obtained. The inhabitants were

prohibited to bargain for it privately, and limited to cer

tain prices, lest it ſhould raiſe the price, while he was

making the purchaſe. A committee was alſo appointed

by the court to ſend a'veſſel to Narraganſet to buy of the

natives in that quarterJfi But notwithstanding every

precaution which was taken, the ſcarcity became ſuch,

that corn aroſe, to the extraordinary price oſ twelve

ſhillings by the buſhelfl' In this distreſsful ſituation a

committee was ſent to an Indian ſettlement called Po

comtock, ſince Deerſield, where they purchaſed ſuch

quantities, that the Indians came down to Windſor and

Hartford with fifty canoes at one time, laden with In

. dian cormfl The good people conſidered this as a great

deliverance. Thoſe, who, in England, had ſed on the

finest of the wheat, in the beginning of affairs in Com

necticut, were thankſul for ſuch coarſe fare as lndian

bread for themſelves and children.

IN this low state of the colony the court found it ne

ceſſary to order the towns immediately to furniſh them

ſelves with magazines of powder, lead and ſhot, and ev

 

+ The ſhow lay ſrom the 4th of November until the z3d of

March. lt was, at ſometime', three and four feet deep. Once

in the winter it ſnowed for two hours together flakes as big as

Engliſh lhillings. Winthrop's journal, p. 154.

i Records oſ Connecticat.

* Maſon's History. Twelve ſhillinga sterling at that time'wa'

doubtleſs equal to eighteen or twenty lhill'mgs lawful money.

5 Maſon's History. -
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cry man to be completely armed and furniſhed with am- BOOK I.

munition. The court were alſo obliged to impoſe a tax ofw

£5so, to be immediately collected, to defray the expen

ſes of the war. This appears to have been the first pub

lic tax in Connectieut. Agawam, ſince named Springfield,

though it ſent no men to the war, yet bore its propor

tion of the expenſe.1- The first ſecretary and treaſurer

appears to have been Mr. Clement Chaplin. He was

authorized to iſſue his warrants for gathering the tax

which had been im oſed.

CAPTAlN John aſon was appointed major--general

of the militia of Connecticut. The reverend Mr. Hook

1638.

February

9th.

er was deſired to deliver him the military staff. This March

he doubtleſs performed with that propriety and dignity,

which was peculiar to himſelf, and best adapted to the

occaſion. The general was directed to call out the mi

litia oſ each town, ten times in a year, to instruct them

in military diſcipline. He received out_ oſ the public

treaſury £4o. annually for his ſervices. _

As it was of the highest importance to the colony to

cultivate peace anda good understanding with the lndians,

laws were enacted to prevent all perſons from offering

them the least private inſult or abuſe.

Wer-z the planters of Connecticut were thus exert-'

ing themſelves in proſecuting and regulating the affairs

of that colony, another_ was projected and ſettled at

Vinnipiackg afterwards called New-Haven. On the

26th of uly 1637, Mr. John Davenport, Mr. Samuel

Eaton,T eophilusEaton and Edward Hopkins, Eſquires,

Mr. Thomas Gregſon and many others of good charac

ters and ſortunes arrived at Boston. Mr. Davenport

had been a famous minister in the city of London, and

Was a distinguiſhed character for piety, learning and

good conduct. Many of his congregation, on the ac

count ofthe esteem which they had for his perſon and

ministry, followed him into New-England. Mr. Eaton

and Mr. Hopkins had been merchants in London, poſ

ſeſſed great estates, and were men of eminence for their

abilities and integrity. The fame of Mr. Davenport,

Zth.

1- The tax was laid on the Towns in the proportions follow

ing. Agawam £86zr6 :o. Mndſor £r58:z : o. Hartford

La r :1,:o. And Wethersfield £124:o : o. _

f This is ſometimes ſpelt Qxilflpiack, and (Linnepiokm

Mr. Dav

enport ar

rives at

Bonon.
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'638.

Offers to

retain him

in Mallii

clut-ſctts.

April rSth

the first

ſabbath

kept at

New-Ha

ven.

Reaſon:

1 for remo

ning.

the reputation and good estates of the principal gentlemen

of this company, made the people of the Maſl'achuſetts

exceedingly deſirous of their ſettlement in that com

monwealth. Great pains were taken not only by par

ticular perſons and towns, but by the general court, to

fix them in the colony. Charlestown made them large

oſſcrs ; and Newbury propoſed to give up the whole

town to them. The general court offered them any

place which they ſhould chooſe.+ But they were de

termined to planta distinct colony. By the purſuit of

the Pequots to the westward, the Engliſh became ac

quainted with that fine tract along the ſhore, from Say

brook to Fairfield, and with its ſeveral harbours. It

was repreſented as fruitful, and happily ſituated for nav

igation and commerce. The company therefore pro

jected a ſettlement in that part oſ the country. 7

IN the fall of 1637, Mr. Eaton and others, who were

of the company, made a journey to Connecticut, to ex

plore thelands and harbours on the ſea coast. They

pitched upon Winnipiack for the place of their ſettle

ment. They erected a poor hut in which afew men

fubſistcd through the winter.

ON the 30th of March 1638, Mr. Davenport, Mr.

Prudden and Mr. Samuel Eaton, Theophilus Eaton

Eſquire, with the people of their company ſailed from

Boston for Winnipiack. In about a fortnight they

arrived at their deſired port. On the 18th of April

they kept their first Sabbath in the place. The peo

ple aſſembled under a large ſpreading oak, and Mr. Dav

enport preached to them from Matthew vi. t. He in

ſistcd on the temptations of the wilderneſs, made ſuch

obſervations, and gave ſuch directions and exhortations

as were pertinent to the then preſent state of his hearers.

He leſt this remark, That he enjoyed a good day.

ONE of the principal reaſons, which theſe colonists

aſſigned for their removing from Maſſachuſetts, was

that they ſhould be more out of the way and trouble of

a general Governor of New-England, who at this time,

was an object of great fear in all the plantations. What

foundarion there was for the hope of exemption from

the control of a general governor, by this removal, had

one been ſent, does not appear. It is probable that the

'I' Winthrop's Journal, p. 15 r.
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motive which had the greatest influence with the prin- BOOK l.

cipal men, was the deſire of being at the head of a neww

government, modeled both in civil and religious mat- 1538_

ters agreeably to their own apprehenſions. It had been

an obſervation of Mr. Davenport's, That whenever a

reformation had been effected in the church, in any part

of the world, it had rested where it had been left by the

reformers. It could not be advanced another step. He

was now embarked in a deſign of forming a civil and re

ligious constitution, as near as poſſible to ſcripture pre

cept and example. The principal gentlemen, who had

followed him into America, had the ſame views. In '

laying the ſoundations of a new colony, there was a fair

probability, that they might accommodate all matters

of church and commonwealth to their own feelings and

ſentiments. But in the Maſſachuſetts the principal men

' were fixed in the chief feats of Government, which they

were likely to keep, and their civil and religious polity

was already formed. Beſides the antinomian contro

verſy and ſentiments, which had taken ſuch root at Boſ-

ton, were exceedingly diſagreeable to Mr. Davenport

and the principal gentlemen of his company. - He had

taken a decided, though prudent, part against them.

He, with his leading men, mightjudge, that the people,

who came with them, would be much more out of dan

ger of the corruption, and that they ſhould be more en

tirely free from the trouble, of thoſe ſentiments, in a

' new plantation, than in the Maſſachuſetts. Theſe

might all unite their influence, with Mr. Davenport and

others, to determine them to remove and begin a new

colony.

- Soon after they arrived at Winnipiack, in the cloſe

of a day of fasting and prayer, they entered into what

they termed a plantation covenant. In this they ſol- Planta

emniy bound themſelves, ſ' That as in matters, that Egg; ZZVV

V concern the gathering and ordering of a church, ſo Biſhpþ

t alſo in all public offices which concern civil order; as ack.

'4 choice of magistrates and officers, making and re

' pealing laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, and

' all things of like nature, they would all of them be

1 Ordered by the rules, which the ſcripture held forth

ff to them." This was adopted a's a general agreement,

until there ſhould be time for the people to become

more intimately acquainted with each other's religious

'I
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views, ſentiments and moral conduct ; which was ſup

poſcd to be neceſſary to prepare the way for their cove

nanting together, as chriilians, in church state.

THE aſpects of providence, on the country, about

this time, were very gloomy; and eſpecially unſavorau

ble to new plantations. The ſpring, after along and ſe

vere winter, was unuſually backward. Scarcely any

thing grew for ſeveral weeks. The planting ſeaſon was

ſo cold, that the corn rotted in the ground, and the peo- '

ple were obliged to replant two or three times.at This

distreſlcd man and beast, retarded all the affairs of

the plantations. It rendered the gloom and horrors

of the wilderneſs still more horrible. The colonists

had terrible apprehenſions of ſcarcity and famine. But

at length the warm ſeaſon came on, and vegetation ex.

ceeded all their expectations.

ON the Ist of June, between the hours of three and.

four in the afternoon, there was a great and memorable

carthquake, throughout New-England. It came with

a report like continued thunder, or the rattling of nu

merous coaches upon a paved street. The ſhock was

ſo great, that in many places, the tops oſ the chimnies

were thrown down, and the pewter fell from the

ſhelves. It ſhook the waters and ſhips in the harbours,

and all the adjacent iflands. The duration of the ſound

and tremor was about four minutes. The earth, at

turns, was unquiet for nearly twenty days. The wea.

ther was clear, the wind westerly, and the courſe of the

mrtliquake from west to east.

THE planters at Winnipiack determined to make an

extenſive ſettlement ; and, if poſſible, to maintain per

petnal peace and friendſhip with the Indians. They

therefore paid an early attention to the making of ſuch

purchaſes and amicable treaties, as might most effectu

ally anſwer their deſigns.

On the 24th of November 1638, Theophilus Eaton

Eſquire, Mr. Davenport and other Engliſh planters, en.

tered into an agreement with Momauguin, ſachem of

that part oſ the country, and his counſellors reſpecting

the lands. The articles oſ agreement are to this effect.'

THAT Momauguin is the ſole ſachem of Qginnipi.

ack, and had an abſolute power to aliene and diſpoſe

 

* Winthrop'e Journal, pass. lbid. See alſo Merton and

Hutchmſon.
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of the ſame: That in conſequence of the protection Boox I.

which he had tasted, by the Engliſh, from the Pequots WV

and Mohawks,* he yielded up all his right, title and in- 1533.

tereſt to all the land, rivers, ponds and trees, with all

the liberties and purtenances belonging to the ſame,

unto Theophilus Eaton, John Davenport and others,

their heirs and aſſigns forever. He covenanted, that

neither he nor his Indians would terrify, nor disturb the

Engliſh, nor injure them in any of their interests ; but,

that, in every reſpect, they would keep true faith with

them.

THE Engliſh covenanted to protect Momauguin and

his Indians, when unreaſonably aſſaulth and terrified,

by other Indians : and that they ſhould always have a

ſufficient quantity of land to plant on, upon the east ſide

of the harbour,+ between that and Saybrook fort.

They alſo eovenanted, that by way of free and thank

ful retribution, they gave unto the ſaid ſachem and his

council and company, twelve coats of Engliſh cloth,

twelve alchymy ſpoons, twelve hatchets, twelve hoes,

two dozen of knives, twelve porringers, and four caſes

of French knives and ſciſſors.i

THIS agreement was ſigned and legally executed, by

Momauguin and his council on the one part, and The

ophilus Eaton and John Davenport on the other.

Thomas Stanton. who was the interpreter, declared in

the preſence of GOD, That he had faithfully acquainted

the Indians with the ſaid articles, and returned their an

ſwers.

IN December following they made another purchaſe second

of a large tract, which lay principally north of the for- purchaſe

mer. This was of Montowcſe, ſon of the great ſachem Dec. nth

at Mattabeſeck. This tract was ten miles in length, 1538

north and ſouth, and thirteen miles in breadth. It ex. Tract

tended eight miles east of the river Binnipiaclr, and pluck,

five miles west of it towards Hudſon's river. It inclu- ſed. -

ded all the lands within the ancient limits of the old

 

* The lndians of Qtjinnipiack, in this treaty, declared, That

they still remembered the heavy taxes ofthe chuots and Mo

hawk' ; and that,by reaſon nftheir fear of them, they could

not stay in their own count-ry; but had been obliged to flee.

By theſe powerful enemies they had been reduced to about

forty men.

1- This was in the preſent town of East-Haven.

I Record: of New-Haven.
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BOOK I. towns oſ New-Haven, Branford and Wallingſord, and

VW almost the whole contained in the preſent limits of thoſe

1658. towns, and of the towns of East-Haven, WVoodbridge,

Cheſhire, Hamden and North-Haven.it Theſe have

ſince been made out of the three old towns.

THE New-Haven adventurers were the most opulent

company, which came into New-England ; and they de

ſigned to plant a capital colony. They laid out their

town plat in ſquares, deſigning it for a great and elegant

city. In the centre was a large beautiful ſquare. This

was compaſſed with others, making nine in the whole.

THE first principal ſettlers were Theophilus Eaton,

Eſquire, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Samuel Eaton, Mr.

Thomas Gregſon, Mr. Robert Newman, Mr. Matthew

Gilbert, Mr. Nathaniel Turner, Mr. Thomas Fugill,

Mr. Francis Newman, Mr. Stephen Goodyear and Mr.

Joſhua Atwater.

NIR. EATON had been deputy governor of the East

India company, was three years himſelf in the East-ln

dies. He ſerved the company ſo well, that he received

from them preſents of great value. He had been on an

embaſſy from the court of England to the king of Den

mark. He was a London merchant who had for many

years traded to the East-Indies, had obtained a great eſ

tate, and brought over a large ſum of money into New

Englandcr Others were merchants of fair estates, and

they deſigned to have been a great trading city.

THERE appears no act of civil, military, or eccleſiasti

cal authority during the first year ; nor is there any ap

pearance, that this colony was ever straitened for bread,

as the other colonies had been.

MR. PRUDDEN and his company, who came with

Mr. Davenport, continued the first ſummer at Winni

piack, and were making preparations for the ſettlement

of another townſhip.

WHEN Mr. Davenport removed to Winnipiack, Mr."

* For this laft tract of ten miles north and ſouth, and thirteen

eaſt and west, the Engliſh gave thirteen coats, and allowed the

' lndians ground to plant, and liberty to hunt within the lands.

Records of New-Haven. _

+ The tradition is that he brought to New-Haven a very

great estate, in plate and money. The East-India company

made his wife a preſent of a baſon and ewer double gilt, and cu

riouſly wrought with gold, weighing more than ſixty pounde.
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Hopltins came to Hartford, and ſoon after incorporated BOOK 1.

with the ſettlers of Connccticut.

THE inhabitants of the three towns upon Connecticut 1638

river finding themſelves without the limits of the Mafl'a

chuſetts' patent, conceived the plan of forming them

ſelves, by voluntary compact, into a distinct common

wealth. '

ON the 14th of January 1639,1- all the free planters _ _

convened, at Hartford, and, on mature deliberation, 'Him TT!"

adopted a constitution of government. They introduce thigzngflſi

their constitution with a declaration to this effect, That Connccti.

for the establiſhment of order and government, they aſ- cut Jan.

ſociated and conjoined themſelves to be one public state "rub-39'

or commonwealth ; and did for themſelves and ſucceſ- -

ſors, and ſuch as ſhould be, at any time, joined to them,

conſederate together, to maintain the liberty and purity

of the goſpel, which they profeſſed, and the diſcipline of

the churches according to its institution -, and in all civil

affairs to be governed according to ſuch laws as ſhould

be made agreeably to the constitution, which they

were then about to adapt.

THE constitution, which then follows, ordains, That

there ſhall be annually two general courts, or aſſem- Two gen

blies; one on the ſecond Thurſday in April, and the eralaſſcm

other on the ſecond Thurſday in September: That the b'm an'

first ſhall be the court of election, in which ſhall be an- Many'

nually choſen, at least, ſix magistrates, and all other pub- How

lic officers. It ordains, that a governor ſhould be choſen compoſ

distinct from the ſix magistrates, for one year and until ed

another ſhouldbechoſen and ſworn: and that thegovernor

and magistrates ſhould be ſworn to a faithful execution of

the laws ofthe colony,and in caſes in which there was no

expreſs lawestabliſhed, tobe governed by thedivine word.

Agreeably to the constitution, the choice of theſe offi

cers was to be made by the whole body of the freemen

convened in general election. It provided that all per- Officers

ſons, who had been received as members of the ſeveral hUW The'

towns, by a majority of the inhabitants, and had taken m'

 

T This stands on the recorde of the colony, January "th,

1638, which is owing to the manner of dating at that time.

The first ſettlero of the colony began their year on the 25th of

March; and until this time, they dattd 1638 ; but it was most

evidently r639, as the December preceding was 1638, and the

April following 1639.
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l- the oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, ſhould be ad

' mitted ſreemen oſ the colony. It required that the

governor and magistrates ſhould bc elected by ballot ;

the governor by the greatest. number of votes, and the

magistrates by a majority. However it provided, that if

it ſhould ſo happen, at any time, that ſix ſhould not have

a majority, that in ſuch caſe thoſe who had the greatest

number of ſuffrages, ſhould stand as duly elected for

that year. No perſon might be governor unleſs he were

a member of ſome regular church and had previouſly

been a magistrate in the colony. Nor could any man be

elected to the office more than once in two years.

No one could be choſen into the magistracy, who was

not a frceman of the colony, and had been nominated,

_ either by the freean or the general court. The Aſſem

Gnvcfnm, bly were authorized to nominate, in caſes, in which

andmagſſ. they judged it expedient. Neither the governor, nor

[rates to magistrates might execute any part of their office until

be (Wom- thxzy had been publicly ſworn in the face of the general

Aſſembly.

THE constitution alſo ordained, that the ſeveral towne

A ſſcmb'les ſhould ſend their reſpective deputies to the election;

Eggsonf and that when it was finiſhed, they ſhould proceed to

' do any public ſervice, as at any other courts: and, that

the aſſembly, in September, ſhould be for the enacting

oſ laws and other public ſervices. It authorized the

' governor either by himſelf or his ſecretary, to iſſue his

warrants for calling the aſſemblies, one month at least,

before the time of their appointed meetings. Upon

particular emergencies, he might convene them in ſe

Number 'vcnteen days, or e'en upon ſhorter notice, ſtating the

Of d'ZPU' reaſons in his warrant. Upon the reception of the gov

tſ'cstto be ernot's warrants, in April and Scptember, the consta

m ' bles of the reſpective towns were obliged to warn all the

ſreemen to elect and ſend their deputies.

THE constitution ordained, that the three towns of

Power' Of VvTindſor, Hartſord and Vlſcthcrsſield ſhould each of

L'Eerþgrcſf them ſend four deputies to every general court ; and,

ſcntazjme that the other towns, which ſhould be added to the col
ct ony in future, ſhould ſend ſuch a number as the court

ſhould determine, proportionate to the body oſ their

ſrcemen. The constitution declared, the deputics to

be vested with the whole power of the reſpective towns

which they reprcſented. It authorized them to meet

BOOK

w

1639.
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ſqparately and determine their own electiene, to ſine BOOK I.

any perſon, who ſhould obtrude himſelf Upon them, WV

when he had not been duly choſen, and to fine any oſ 1639,

their members, for diſorderly conduct, when they were

aſſembkd

FURTHBR, the conſtitution provided, that in eaſe Constþ

the governor and the major part of the magistrate; ble, to

ſhould, upon any urgent occaſion neglect, or refuſe to convoke a

call an aſſembly, the ſreemen ſhould petition them to general

ſummon one; and, if upon the petition of a major part aſſembly'

of the ſteamen in the colony, they still refuſed or neg

lected, then the constables oſ theſeveral towne ſhould.

upon the petition of the major part oſ the freemen, con

voke an aſſembly. It alſo ordained that when this aſ

ſembly was convened, it ſhould have power oſ chooſing

a moderator, and when it was thus formed ſhould exer

ciſe all the powers of any other general aſſembly. Par

ticularl-y it was authorized to call any court, magistrate,

or any other perſon before it, and to diſplaee, or inflict;

penalties according to the nature of the offence.

ALL general aſſemblies, called by the governor, were

to conſist of the governor, four magistrates and the mao

jor part of the deputies. When there was an equal

vote, the governor had a caſting voice. The constitu.

tion alſo provided, that no general court ſhould be ad

journed or diſſolved without the conſent of a major

rt oſ the members : and, that whenever a tax was

ſaid upon the inhabitants, the ſum to. be paid by

each town ſhould be determined by a committh conſiſt

ing of an equal number from each of the reſpective

towns.

Tm: form of oaths to be administered to the governor

and magistrates was alſo adopted in the general conven

tion of the ſree planters. This, for ſubstance, was the

original constitution oſConnecticutr'

,W1TH ſuch wiſdom did out venerable ancestors pro

vide for the freedom and liberties of themſelves and

their posterity. Thus happily did they guard aYinst

every encroachment on the rights of the ſubject. ' ,

probably, is one oſ the most free and happy constitution'

of civil government which has ever been-ſormed- The

 

* Appendix, No. Ill.
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Boox ſ.- ſormation of it, 'at ſo early a period, when the light

VW of liberty was wholly darkened in most partsof the

1639.

General

Elcction

at Hart

ford the

ſecond

Thurſday

in April.

First law,

ur bill of

-righte.

earth, and the rights of men were ſo little understood

in others, does great honor to their ability, integrity',

and love to mankind. To posterity indeed, it exhibited

a most benevolent regard. It has continued, with lit

tle alteration, to the preſent time. The happy conſe

quenccs of it, which, for more than a century and half,

the people of Connecticut have experienced, are with

out deſcription. ' '

AGREEABLY to the constitution, the ſreemen conven

ed at Hartford on the ſecond Thurſday in April, and

elected their officers for the year enſuing.

JOHN HAYNES,Eſquire, was choſen governor, and'

Roger Ludlow, George Wyllys, Edward Hopkins,

Thomas Welles, John Webster and William Phelps,

Eſquires, were choſen magistrates. Mr. Ludlow, the

first oſ the ſix magistrates, was deputy governor. Mr.

Hopkins was choſen ſecretary, and Mr. Welles treaſ

urer.

THE depuries ſent to this first general aſſembly, in

Connecticur, were Mr. John Steele, Mr. Spencer, Mr.

John Prat, Mr. Edward Stebbins, Mr. Gaylord, Mr.

Henry Wolcott, Mr. Stoughton, Mr. Ford, Mr. Thurſ

ton Rayner, Mr. James Booſy, Mr. George Hubbard,

and Mr. Richard Crab. _

THE general aſſembly proceeded as they had leiſure,

'and as occaſion required, to enact a ſystem of laws.

The laws at first were few, and time was taken to con

ſider and digest them. The first statute in the Connect

icut code is a kind of declaration, or bill of rights. lt

ordains, That no man's life ſhall be taken away; no

man's honor or good name be stained, n'o man's perſon

ſhall be arrested, restrained, baniſhed, diſmembered, nor

any wiſe puniſhed : That no man ſhall be deprived of

his wife or children 5 no man's good: or estate ſhall be

taken away from him, nor any wiſe endamaged, under

colour of law, or countenance of authority, unleſs it

ſhould be by the virtue of ſome expreſs law of the colony

Warranting the ſame, establiſhed by the general court,

and ſufficiently publiſhed; or in caſe of the defect of

ſuch law, in any particular caſe, by ſome clear and

plain rulco£ the word of God, in which the Whole
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eourt ſhall' concuraf It was alſo ordained that all per- Booz I.

ſons in the colony, whether inhabitants or not, ſhould w

enjoy the ſame law and justice without partiality or de- ,639_

lay. Theſe general precepts bore the ſame aſpect, and

breathed the ſame ſpirit of liberty and ſafety, with reſ

pect to the ſubjects univerſally, which is exhibited in

the constitutiom ,

THE planters at Winnipiack continued more than a

year without any civil or religious constitution, or com

pact further than had been expreſſed in their plantation

covenant.

Munwmtn Mr. Henry Whitfield, William Leet,

Eſqui-re, Samuel Delborough, Robert Kitchel, William

Chittenden and others, who were part of Mr. Daven-v

port's and Mr. Eaton's company, arrived to ailist them'

in their new ſettlement. Theſe were principally from

Kent and Surrey in the vicinity of London. Mr.

Whitfield'a people, like Mr. Dairenport's, followed him

into New-England. There were now three ministers,

with many of the members of their former churches

and congregations, collected in this infant colony, and

combined in the ſame general agreement.

On the 4th of June all the free planters at Binnipi- June m),

ack convened in alarge barn of Mr. Newman's, and, in' 16391h<

avery formal and ſolemn manner, proceeded to lay the Pganfſiſi'nþ

foundatiom of their civil and reli ious polit . SÞLY, aſ,

Mn. Davem'on'r introduced e buſineſs', by a ſer- ſemble to

mon from the worde of the ro al preacher, " Wiſdom fond?

hath builded her houſe, ſhe hath hewn out her ſeven anſhm'

pillars." His deſign was to ſhow, that the church, the "on"

houſe of Gon, ſhould be formed of ſeven pillars, or

principal brethren, to whom all the other members oſ

the church ſhouldbeadded. After a ſolemn invocation

of the Drvme MAJESTY, he proceeded to repreſent to

the planters, that they were met to conſult reſpecting

the ſettlement of civil government according to the

will of Gon, and for the nomination of perſons, who,

by univerſal conſent, were, in all reſpects the best quali

fied for the foundation work of a church. He enlarged

on the great importance of the tranſactions before them,

and deſired, that no man would give his voice, in any

matter, until he fully understood it z and, that all would

 

t Old ende ofCoonecticut. - - , . _\
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Boox I.

w

1639.

Its funda

mental

articlee.

a&,withoutrcſpectdoany'man, but give their 'one is

the fear of Goo. He then propoſed a numiger of queſ

tions in conſequence of which the following! reſolution'

were paſſed. -

I. THAT the ſcriptures hold forth a perfect rule for

the direction and government of all men in all duties

which they are to perform to GOD and men, as well in

families and commonwealth, as in matters of the church.

II. THAT as in mattere which Concerned the gather

ing and ordering of a church, ſo likewiſe in all public

officcs which concern civil order, as choice of magifi

'rates and officers, making and repea'ling lzws', dividing

allotmeuts of 'mheritnncq and all things of like nature,

they w0u}d allbe governed by thoſe rules, which the

ſcripture held forth to them. d

Ill. N THAT all thoſe who had defifcd to be received

as free pla'nters, had ſenled in the plantation, with a

' purpoſe, reſolution and deſire, that they might be ad

mitted- imo church fellowſhip acmrding to Christ."

I'V. ſ'- Tnm- all the free planters held themſelves

'bound to establiſh ſuch civil order as might best con

duce to the ſecuring of the purity' and peace of the ot

dinanc'c to themſelves and their postcrity according to
-

-' '

A.

WHEN theſe neſolutions had been paſſed and the 15qu

ple had bound themſelves to ſettle clNil government ae

cording to the divine word, Mr. Dwenpo'flr proceeded

to repreſcnt unto them what men they must chooſe ſo'

civil rule'rs according do the divine word, and that they

might most effectuall-y ſecure to them and their policy.

in, z just, free and pchcflable government; Time was

then given to diſcuſs and-deliberate upon what He hid

propoſed. After full difcullion and deliberation it?m

determinch

V. 'A Turn' church members onFy ſhould bell-ce' bar.

gcffeaz and that they only' ſhould' chooſe ffitflistrflfefi

nnong themſelves, to have power of tranſaiking all the

public civil affairs' of the pluntztlon : Of ſhaking find fen

pealidglm, dividing inheritances, d'eelding of differ'

ences, that may ariſe, and doing all things nnd- buſineflbs

of like mure.'

Tu n- civil officere" might be choſen and governmem

proceed according to theſe refolutions, it was neceſſary

that achurch ſhould be formed. Without this there
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could beueither Free men nor magistrates. Mr._ Dav- Boort I.

enport therefore proceeded to make propoſals relative tow

the formation of it, in ſucha manner, that no blemiſh 1539.

might be left on the U heginrrings of church work."

I' was then reſolved to tth effect

VI. V THAT twelve men ſhould be choſen, that their

fimeſs for the foundation work might be tried, and that

it ſhould be in the power of thoſe twelve men, to chooſi:

ſeven to begin the church."

11' was agreed that if ſeven men could not be ſound

among the twelve qualified for the foundation work,

that ſuch other perſons ſhould be taken into the number, '

upon trial,*' as ſhould be judged moſt ſuitable.1- The

Form of aſolemn charge, or oath was drawn up and

agreed upon at this meeting to be given to all the ree

men.

FURTHER, it was ordered, that all perſons, who

ſhould be received, as free planters of that corporation,

ſhould ſubmit to the ſundamenta-l agreement above rela

ted, and in testimony of their ſubmiffion ſhould ſubſcribe

their names among the ſteamed: After a proper term

of trial, Theophilus Eaton, Eſquire, Mr. john Daven

port, Robert Newman, Matthew Gilbert, Thomas Fu

gill, John Punderſon and Jeremiah Dixon were choſen

for the ſeven pillars of the church. '

Ocrossn azth, 1639, the court, as it is termed, con'- Gcnm]

fitting of theſe ſeven perſons only, convened, and after a election at

ſolemn addreſs to the Suraams MAJES'TY, they procecd- Qpinniph

ed to form the body of freemen and to elcct their civil "Occſ th

officers. The manner was indeed ſingular and curious. 16his '

In the firſt place, all former truſt, for managing the

public affairs of the plamation was declared to ceaſe, and Modc of

be utterly abroZated. Then all thoſe who had been ad- gſocec'

mitted to the c urch after the gathering of it, in the ms'

choice oſ the ſe'en pillars, and all the members oſ other

approved churches, who deſired it, and offered them.

Augufl:

aand.

 

* Apemfix No. lV.
1- The twelve perſon' choſen for triai, out of whom the ſc'e' i

illars of the houſe were choſen, were Theophilus Baton,]0hn

Davenport, Robert Newman, Matthew Gilbert, Richard Mal

bon, Nathanicl Turner, Ezckiel Chevers, Thomas Fugill, John

Punderſon, William Andrews and jeremiah Dixon.

i Sixty-three ſubſcribed on thiuth day oſJune, and there

were added ſoon after about fifty other names.
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door: l. ſelves, were admitted members of the court. A ſolemn

WV charge was then publicly given them, to the ſame ef

1639, fect as the freemen's charge, or oath, which they had

previouſly adopted. The purport of this was nearly the

ſame, with the oath of fidelity, and with the ſreemen"

administered at the preſent time. Mr. Davenport ex

pounded ſeveral ſcriptures to them, deſcribing the char

acter of civil magistrates given in the ſacred oracles.

To this ſucceeded the election oſ officers. Theophilu'

Eaton, Eſquire, was choſen governor, Mr. RobertNew

man, Mr. Matthew Gilbert, Mr. Nathaniel Turner, and

Mr. Thomas Fugill were choſen magistrates. Mr. Fu

gill was alſo choſen ſecretary, and Robert Seely,marſhall.

. Cha e to MR. DAVENPORT gave governor Eaton a charge in

GOVTZ open court, from Deut. i. 16, 17. 5' And l charged'

num, yourjudges at that time, ſaying, Hear the cauſes be

tween yourbrethrcn,and judge righteouſlybetween every

man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him.

Ye ſhall not reſpect perſons in' judgment, but ye ſhall

hear the ſmall as well as the great ; ye ſhall not be a-<

fraid of the face of man ; for the judgment is Gon's:

and the cauſe that is too hard for you, bring it unto me,

and I will hear it." \

IT was decreed, by the ſreemen, that there ſhould

be a general court annually, in the plantation, on the laſt.

week in October. This was ordained a court of elec

tion in which all the officers of the colony were to be

choſen. This court determined, that the word of

GOD ſhould be the only rule for ordering the affairs of

government in that commonwealth. ,

THlS was the original, fundamental confiitution ofthe

government of New-Haven. All government was ori

ginally in the church, and the members of the church

elected the'governor, magistrate: and all other officers.

The magistrates, at first, were no more than affistants of

the governor, they might not act in any ſentence orde

termination oſ the cournf No deputy governor was

choſen, nor were any laws enacted except the general

reſolutions which have been noticed s but as theplanta

tion enlarged, and new towns were ſettled, new orders

were given z the general court received a new form,

laws were enacted, and the civil polity oſ this juriſdic.

 

+ Record' ofthe colony of New-Haven.
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tion gradually advanced, in its eſſential parts, to anear Boox I.

'reſemblance of the government oſ Connecticut. WV

WHXLE theſe affairs were tranſacted at Winnipiaclt, 1539.

plantations commenced at Wopowage, and Menunka

tuck. Wopowage was purchaſed February rath, 16394 Milford.

and Menunkatuck the September ſollowin . Both were 3_"d owl'

ſettled this year. The churches oſ Mr. Trudden and age?"

Mr. Whitfield were both formed upon the plan of Mr. and ſet.

Davenport's; each conſisting of ſeven principal men, or me.

pillars. They appear to have been gathered at the ſame

time. The planters were in the original agreement Augdmd

made in Mr. Newman's barn, on the 4th oſJune. The

principal men, or pillars in the town oſ Wopowage were

Mr. Peter Prudden, William Fowler, Edmund Tapp,

Zechariah Whitman, Robert Treat, Alexander Bryan,

and John Astwood. The principal planters oſ Mcnun.

katuck were Henry Whitfield, Robert Kitchel, Wil

liam Leet, Samuel Delborough, William Chittenden,

John Biſhop, and John Caffinge. The lands in Milford

and Guilſord, as well as in New-Haven, were purcha

ſed by theſe principal men, in trust, for all the inhabi

tants oſ the reſpective towns. Every planter after pay

ing his proportionable part oſ the expenſes, ariſing from

laying out and ſettling the plantation, drew a lot or lots '

of land,*in proportion to the money or eſtate which he -

had expended in the general purchaſe, and to the num

ber of heads in his family. Theſe principal men were

judges in the reſpective towne, compoſing a court, to

judge between man and man, divide inheritances and

puniſh offences according to the written word, until a

body oſ laws ſhould be establiſhed. '

MOST of the principal ſettlers of Milſord were from

Wethersfield.1- They first purchaſed of the lndians all

that- tract, which lies between NewzHaven and Strat

ford river, and between the ſound on the ſouth, and a

stream called two mile brook on the north, which is the

boundary line between Milſord and Derby. This tract _

'comprized all the lands within the old town of Milford,_

and a ſmall part of the town of Woodbridge. The

planters made other purchaſes which included a large
 

I On the records it wa' 1638. but according to the preſent

mode of dating 1639. -

1* Mr. Prudden it ſeems preached at Wether'field, the ſun

mer before the people removed to Milford.
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tract on the west ſide of Stratford river, principally in

the town of Huntington. In the first rewn meeting in

Milſord the number of free planters, or oſ church mem

bers, was forty four.

THE lndians were ſo numerous in this plantation,

that the Engliſh judged it neceſſary for their own ſafety,

to compaſs the whole town plat, including nearly a mile

ſquare, with a fortification. It was ſo cloſely inclo

ſcd with strong palliſadoes, as entirely to excludc

the Indians from that part of the town.

THE purchaſers of Guilſord agreed with the Indizns,

that they ſhould move off from the lands, which they

had purchaſed. Accordingto agreement they ſoon all

removed from the plantation.

THE number of the first free plantera appears to have

heen about forty. They were all huſhandmen. There

' was not a merchant, nor ſcarcely a mechanic among

them. It was at great expenſe and trouble, that they

obtained even a blackſmith to ſettle in the plantation. As

they were from Surrey and Kent, they took much pain'

to find a tract of land reſembling that from which they

had removed. They therefore finally pitched upon

Guilford, which, toward the ſea, where they made the

_ principal ſettlement, was low, moist, rich land, liberal

 

Mr. Lud

low and

other'

ſettle

Fairficld.

indeed to the huſhandman. Eſpecially the great plain

ſouth of the town. This had been already cleared and

enriched by the natives. The vast quantities of ſheu;

and manure, which, in a courſe of ages, they had

brought on upon it from the ſea, had contributed much

to the natural riches of the ſoil. There were alſo near

ly adjoining to this, ſeveral necks, Or points of land, near

the ſea, clear, rich and ſertile, prepared for immediate

improvement. Theſe, with the industry ofthe inhabi

tants, ſoon afforded them a comfortable ſuhſistenoect

AT the ſame time when theſe ſettlements common.

ced, two new ones were made under the juriſdiction of

Connecticut.

MR. LUDLOW, who went with the troops, in purſuit

'oſ the Pequots, to Saſco,1 the great ſwamp in Fair-field,

was ſo pleaſed with that fine tract of country, that he

1' Manuſcripta of Mr. Ruzzgles.

i lt has alſo been C-'llled Pequot ſwamp, on the account of

the memorable battle fought in this place with the Pequou.
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ſoon projected the ſcheme of a ſettlement in that part Born; I.

of the colony. This year, he, with a number of others,w

began a plantation at Unquowa, which was the Indian 1539

name of the town. At first there were butaboat eight

er ten families. Theſe, probably, removed from Wind

ſor, with Mr. Ludlow, who 'as the principalplanter.

Very ſoon after, another company came from Wlter'

town and united with Mr. Ludlow and the people' from

Windſor. A third company rethoved into the 'planta

tlon from Concord; ſo that the inhabitants ſoon lie-each

numerous, and formed themſelves into a distinct town

ſhip, under the juriſdiction oſ Connectieu't. The Erll:

adventurers put-chaſed a large tract of land of the na

thet, 'and ſoan after Connecticut obtained charter p'rilfl

ileges, the general aſſembly gave them a parent. The

townſh' Compriſes the four pariſhewf Fairfield, Greens- *

farms, keenfield and REading g' and part of the pariſh

of Stratfield. The lands in this tract ate excellent, and

et an early period the term became Wealth'y 'and relſi

pectable.

SETTLSMENTS commenced the' ſame year at Cup

hca'g and Pughquonnuek, ſince named Sratford. That

part which contains the totvn plat, and lies 'upon the 'riv

er was 'called Cupheag, and the Western part bordering 3333., '

On Fair-field, Pughquonmlck. lt appears that ſet- Stratford'

demerits were made in both theſe places at the ſame m- Cup

kirhe. Mr. Falrchild, who was a principal plan'tcr, and hus

the first gentleman in the town vested with civil author.

lty, tame directly from England. Mr. John and Mr;

William Curtlee, and Mr. Samuel Hawley, were from

Roxbu' , and Mr. Joſeph Judſon and Mr. Timothy

Wllcox n from Concord in Ma-ll'achuſetts. Theſe

were the first principal gentlemen in the to'wn and

Church of Stratford. A few years after the ſettlement

commenced Mr. John Birdſey removed from Milſord'

and became a man of eminence both in the town an

church. There were alſo ſeveral of the chief planters

From Boston, and Mr. Samuel Welles, with his three

ſans, John, Thenias and Sunne] from Wethersfield;

Mr. Adam Blackman, who had been epiſcopally ordain'a

edin England, and a preacher of ſome note, first at

Leieester, and afterwards in Derbyſln're, was their mia:

ifier, and one of thefirſt laurer-t. It iB ſaid, that he
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BOOK I. was followed by a number of the ſaithſul'into this coun

x/Ntry, to whom he was ſo dear, that they ſaidtor him in

3639. - the language of Ruth, U Intreat us not to leave thee,

for whither thou goest we will go, thy people ſhall be

-our people and thy-.COD our Gon."' Theſe doubtleſs

_collected about him in this infant ſettlement. v -

. THn whole townſhip was purchaſed of the natives ;

but, at first, Cupheagvand Pughquonnuck only, where

.the ſettlements began. The purchaſe was not com

pleted until 1672.' There was a reſervation of good

lands, at Pughquonnuck, Golden hill and another place,

called Coram, for the improvement of the Indians.

9 THE town is bounded upon the east by Houſatonick,

.or Stratford river, on the ſouth by thev ſound, by Fair

held on the west, and Newtown on the north. It corn

priſes theſe four pariſhes, r Stratford, .Ripton, North

Stratford and New-Stratford 3 and a conſiderable part

of Stratfield. The lands in this town,_like thoſe in Fair

field, are good, and its ſituation is eXcecdingly beautiful

and agreeable. 1

_ . .FVHLLE theſe plantations were forming in the ſouth

western part of Connecticut, another commenced- on

the west ſide of the mouth of Connecticut river. ,- A

fort had been built here in 1635, and 1636, and prepz

rations had been made for the reception ofgentlemen of

quality z but the war with the Pequots, the uncnltiva

ted state of the country, and the low condition of the

.colony, prevented the coming of any principal charac

ter, from England, to take poſſeflion of a townſhip and

make ſettlements in this tract. Until this time there

had been only a garriſon of about twenty men in the

place. They had made ſome ſmall improvement of the

lands, and erected a few buildings in the vicinity of the

fort, but there had been no ſettlement of a plantation

with civil privileges. But about midſummer, Mr.

George Fenwick, with his lady and family, arrived in a

ſhip of 250 tons. Another. ſhip came in company with

him. They were both for Quinnipiack. Mr. Fenwick

and others, came over with a view to take poſſeſſron of

a large tract upon the river, in behalf of their lordſhips,

the original patentees, and to plant a town at the mouth

of the river. A ſettlement was ſoon made and named

Saybrook in honour to their lordſhips, Say and Seal and

Brook. Mr. Fcnwick, Mr. Thomas Peters, who 'was
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the'first minister in the plantation, captain Gardiner, Boox I.

Thomas Lcffingwell, Thomas Tracy and 'captain John KIN'

Maſon were ſome of the principal planters.

Huntingtons, Baldwins, Raynolds's, 'Backus's, Bliſs's,

Watermans, Hides, Posts, Smiths, and almost all the

names afterwards to be ſound at Norwich, were among

the first inhabitants of Saybrook. The government of

the town was entirely bſidependcnt of Connecticut, for

nearly ten years, until after the purchaſe made of Mr.

Fenwick in 1644. It was first taxed by the colony in

the October ſeſſions 1645 ; and it appears by the tax

impoſed that the proportion of the towns of Hartſord,

Windſor and Wethersſield were to this, as ſix to one.

The plantation did not increaſe to any conſiderable de

gree until about the year 1646, when Mr. James Fitch a

famous young gentleman, was ordained to the pastoral

eare of the church and Congregation -, and a conſidera

ble number oſ families, from Hartſord and Windſor re

moved and made ſettlements in the town. Its original

boundaries extended eastward five miles beyond the

river, and from its mouth northward ſix miles z inclu

ding a conſiderable part of the town oſ Lime. West

ward they extended to Hammonaſſet, the Indian name

of the tract compriſed in the limits of Killingworth,

and north eight miles from the ſea. Mr. Fenwick and

captain' Maſon were magistrates and had the principal

government of the town.

GREAT difficulties had ariſen the last year, between

[ndeed the NN

the Lngliſh at quuaug, now Wethersfield, and Sow- Troublu

heag and his Indians. It was diſcovered, that ſome of at wem.

the Indians at quuaug, under Sowheag, had been aid- ersſield

ing the Pequots in the destruction which they had made With the

 

there the preceding year, and were instrumental 0

bringing them against the town. Sowheag entertained.

the murderers and treated the people of Wcthersfield

withhaughtineſs and inſult. The court at Connecti

cut, on hearing the differences, determined, that, as the

Engliſh, at Wethersſield, had been the aggreſſors and

gave the first provocation, the injuries which Sowheag

had done ſhould be forgiven, and that he ſhould, on his

' Though captain Maſon was appointed major-general of

the militia ofthe colony, yet he was always called captain or

major. Upon the records, in conformity _to which I have uni

formly given him thoſe titles.

f, lndiam.
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Door; I. good conduct for the future, be restored to their friend.

w ſhip. Mr. Stone andMr. Goodwin were appointed a

'639. committee to compromiſe all differ-ences with him.

Court nt, However, as Sowheag could not by any arguments, o'

gfinxzeg' fair means, be perſuaded to give up the murderers, but

gth dem- continued his outrages against the Engliſh, the court-l

mines to this year, determined, that a hundred men ſhould be

dlſPatCh (cut down to Mattabeſeck to tahh the delinquents by

ISL'ZZFÞ force of arms. The court ordered, that their friends at;

beſeek, Winnipiack ſhould be certified of this reſolution, that

they might adopt the meaſures neceſſary ſor the defence

of the plantations. It was alſo, determined to have:

their advice and conſent in an affair of ſuch general

concernment. -

Govennon Eaton and his council fully approved o£

the deſign of bringing the dGlinquents to condign punq

iſhment ; but they diſappr0ved of the manner propoſedI

by Connecticut. They feared that it would be intro

New-Ha- ductive to; new Indian war. This they repreſented

I'C" Ob- WQuld greatly endanger the newſettlements, and be

ffiffilagnd many ways injurious and distreffing. They wanted

from th? peace, all their men and money, to proſecute the deſign

deſign. of planting the country. They repreſented that a new

war would not only injure the plantations in theſe reſ

pects, but would prevent the coming- OVer of new plan

ters, whom they expected from England. - They were,

therefore determinately against ſeeking redreſs by an

armed force. Connecticut, through their influence, re

ceded from the reſolution which they had formed with

reſpect to Sowheag and Mattabeſeck.

NEVERTHELESS, as the Pequots had violated their

covenant, and planted at Pawcatuck in the Pequot:

Ex edþ eountry,the court-_diſpatched major Maſon, with forty

Of: ,_ men, to drive them off, burn their wigwams, and bring

gainst the away their cow." Uncas with a hundred men and

Pequots. twenty canoes zffisted in the enterpriſe. When they

sew'- arrived at Paweat-uck bay, major Maſon met with three

of the Pequot Indians and ſent them to inform the

others of the deſign oſ his coming, and What he ſhould

do unleſs they would peaceably deſert the place. They

promiſed to give him an immediate anſwer, but never

Kturmd.

 

' Records of Connccticut.
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THE major ſailed up a ſmall river, landed and, beſet BOOK I.

the wigwams ſo ſuddenly, that the lndians were unableW

to carry off either their corn or treaſures. Some of the 1639.

Old men had not time to make their eſcape. As it was

now lndian han'est, he ſound a great plenty of corn.

VVMLE Uncas's Indians were plundering the wig.
wams, about ſixty others came ruſhing down a hill toct

wards them. The Moheagans stood perfectly still, and _

ſpake not a word, until they came within about thirtyyards of them, then ſhouting and yelling, in their terri- s s'

ble manner, they ran to meet them, and fell upon them

striking with bowe and cutting with knives and hatchete,

in' their mode of fighting. Indeed it ſcarcely deſerved

the name of fighting. lt however afforded ſomething

new and, amuſing to the Engliſh, as, they were now

ſpectators of an lndian battle. The major made a move'

ment to cut off their retreat, which they perceival and

instantly fled. As it was not deſired to kill, or irritate

the lndians more than was nbſolutcly neceſſary, the

Engliſh made no fire upon them. Seven Indians were

taken. They behaved ſo outrageouſly, that it was de'

ligned to take offtheir heads ; but one Otaſh, a Narra

ganſet ſachem, brother to Miantonimoh, pleaded that

they might be ſpared ; becauſe they were his brotherh

men, who was a friend to the Engliſh. He offered to

deliver the heads of ſo many murderers in lieu of them.

The Engliſh conſidering that no b100d had been ſhed,

and that the propoſal tended b0th to mercy and peace,

granted the request. The lndians were committed to

the care of Uncaa until the conditions ſhoulde per.

fanned.

THE light of the next morning no ſooner appeared,

than the Engliſh diſcovered three hundred Indians in

arms, on the oppoſite ſide of the creek in whichtheylay.

Upon this the ſoldiers immediately stood to their

arms. The Indian: were alarmed at the appearance of

the Engliſh ; ſome fled and others ſecretcd themſelves

behind rocke and trees ſo that a man of them could not

be ſeen. The Engliſh called to then), repreſenting their:

deſire of ſpeaking with them. Numbers of them roſe

up, and major Maſon acquainted them with the Pequots

breach of covenant with the Engliſh, as they were not

to ſettle or plant in any part oftheir country. The In"

dians rephed, that the chnots were good men, and

>W_. ____. V;
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1.' that 'they would fight for them and protect them. Ma

J' jor Maſon told them it was not far to the head oſ_the

creek, that he would meet them there, and they might

try what they could do at fighting. The Indians replied

they would not fight with Engliſhmen 3 for they were

ſpirits', but they would fight with Uncas. The major

aſſured them, that he ſhould ſpend the day in burning

wigwams and carrying off the corn, and they might

fight when they had an opportunity. The Engliſh beat

up their drum and fired their Wigwams, but they dared

not to engage them. The Engliſh loaded their bark

with Indian corn, and the Indians the twenty canoes in

which they paſſed to Pawcatuck, and thirty more,

which they took from the Indians there, with kettles,

trays, mats and other Indian luggage, and returned in

ſaſetyfl'

DURmG theſe tranſactions, in Connecticut, the

we. Dutch at New-Netherlands were 'increaſing in numbers

lions and ſtrength. A new governor, William Kieſt, a man

ſittth of ability and enterpriſe, had arrived at their ſeat of gov

Lc ' cmment. Kieft had prohibited the Engliſh trade at

the ſort of Good Hope, in Hartford, and protested a

gainst the ſettlement at Winnipiackcf Theſe circum

stances gave ſome alarm to the En
liſh ' 'The court at Hartſord appointed ga cdynrgiittlzzathcu:

down-to the mouth of the river to conſult with ngr

Fcnwmk relative to a general confederation of the col

omes, for mutual oſence and defence -

governor, Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Thomas hive]

Hooker went upon this buſi

The deputy

neſs.

thjlh- structed to confer with Mr.

les, and Mr.

F _'£hey were alſo in

1 i enwrc ' relative to the a

ttempts tent. 'The court approved p
_ . of thſſ a gem mlttCC, and With reſpect to the artiicchdiict off: the cpm

"Union, declared its willingneſs to e ' 0 con edcmtmn,

of offence and defence, an

the colonies. Mr. Fenwick
Was ' .of the New_England coloniesu m favor of an union

tent of the river
. V'ith reſ a;
It w Pe to the pa

Test until the miznds 02? tfirzrreileglblthat the affair ſhould

particularly '

GOVERN_ on Haynes and Mr.

to repair to Pughquonnuck, and
elles were appointed

* Maſon'aklistory.

administer the oath of

+ Smith's Hist. N. York, p 3
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fidelity to the inhabitants, to'admit' ſuch oſthem as were Boox I;

qualiſied to the privileges of freemen, and to appoint of- VW

ficers for the town both civil and military. They were 1639*

alſo authoriſed to invite the ſreemen to ſend their depu

ties to the general courts at Hartfordf

A'r an adjournetl general affizmbly, the court incor

porated the ſeveral towns in the colonies, vesting them Oct' 'Pſh

with full powers to tranſact their own affairs. It was ZZZEZJZ'

enacted, that they ſhould have power to chooſe from zed,

among themſelves three, five, or ſeven of their principal

-men to be acourt for each town. One of the- three, Tow" _

five or ſeven was to be choſen moderator. The major ffirfizdm'

part oſ them, always including him, constituted a quo- '

rum. A casting voice was allowed him, in caſes, in

which there was an equal diviſi0n. He, or any two of

the court, were authorized to ſummon the-parties to ap

pear at the time and place appointed, and might grant

execution against the party Offending. They were au

thorized to determine all- matters of treſpaſs or debt,

not exceeding forty ſhillings. An appeal might be

made from this court, at any time, before execution was

given out. This court was appointed to ſit once in

two mouths. . . v

I'r was ordained, that every town ſhould keep a pub

lic ledger, in which every man's houſe and'lands, with

the boundaries and quantity, according to the nearest

estimation, ſhould be recorded. All lands alſo granted

and meaſured to any man afterwards, and all bargain:

and mortgages of lands were to be put on record. Un

til this was done, they were to be oſ no validity. The

towns were alſo empowered to diſpoſc oſ their own

lands. This was the origin oſ the privileges oſ particu

lar towns in Connecticut.

anmzs the court in each town,,there was the court

ofmagiſirates, termed the particular court. This held

a ſcſlion once in three months. To this lay all appeals

from the other courts. In this were tried all criminal

cauſes and actions oſ debt, exceeding forty ſhillings, and

all titles of land. Indeed this court poſſeſſed all the au

* lt was not unuſual ſor the general aſſembly to fine its mem

bers. Mr. Ludlow the dcputy-governor was lined for abſence,

and for his conduct at Pughquonnuck. It was, probably, on

the account ofthe diſpleaſure of the court toward' him, that

this committcc were appointed.
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charity, 'nd did 'all the buſineſs now Fofi'ectſſcd and done,

by the county and ſupur'wr courts. For a conſiderable

time, they were rested with ſuch diſhmflmuy powers,

as none of the Courts, at this day' would venture to ex
erciſe. > -v - ſi '

NEPAUPUCK,':1 famOus Pequot captain, who had fre

quently stained his hands in Engliſh blood, was M'

demxwd by the general court at Qgirmipiack, for mur

der? I: appeared, than in the year n6\37 he killed jolm

Pinch of Wethersfield and ca tivzrcd one of Mr. Swin's
daughters. He had alſo a_ ſiisted 'm killing the three

men,who were goingdownCoxmectimtrivez-in a ſhauop.

Htis head was cut offand fat-upon- av poke in the market

ace. * -
p I-r will doubtleſs hardly be granted in chis enlightened

age, chat the ſubjects of 'princes killing men, by their

orders, in war, oughx w be matted as murde'rer'.

Though the first plan-tus of New-England sad Gumm-c

ticur, Were man ofeminene piet ma strict mar-ate, yet

like other good then they were ubject to miſconcepcion

And the influence' of paſſmn. Their beheading ficham

whom they took in was', killing'zhe male capcims, and

cnflaving the women and children of the Pequom- after

it' Was finiſhed, was creating them with a fever-it ,

which, on the benevo'len: principles aſ christianicy, it

Will be difficult ever to Nstify. The executing of an

'hoſe as mutdeters, who were active in killing an of

the Engliſh people, and obliging all the Indian nations

to bring 'm ſuch perform, or their heads, was an act uſ

feverity unpr'a'ctiſed, at this day, by eiv-ili'zcd and shrill

tizm nasions. The deczpitatlorl of their enemies', and

the fecting oftheir heads upon poke, was a kind of bare'

barous triumph, too nearly ſym'bolizing with the flaw

pies of unclviliz'e'd and Pagm mtions- The further we

Me temoazed from euery reſemblance' of theſe, and the

More deep'lY we 'imbibe thoſe divine wecepts, '4 Love

your-enemies. Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do

w you, do ye e'en ſo to them," the greater will be on

dignity and happineſs'- - -'
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CHAPTER, VIL

THE progreſi'. afpurchaſe,stttlement and law in the edonier

ffConnectic'ut and New-Haven. The effict yf the cond

guy/I of the Pequot; on the "ativer, and the manner in

'which the) were treated. Pin-chaſe: of them. Town:

fittled. Divffiom at Wetherffield oceqſion theſettlemmt

of Stamford. Trouble: with the Dutch and Indianſ.

Capital law: of Cannecticut. The conſideration 5/the
United Calomcter. Farther trouble: with the In t'am

Yictory of Unto: over the Narmganſett, and capture aſ

their ſhchem. The advieeoſ the eammſſoner: reſpecting
Miantonimah. Hi: execution. Precautiam oſ the coloſſ

'lier to prevent war. The Dutch, harqffi'd by an Indian

war, apply to New-Havenflr qffistance.

LTHOUGH the' conquest of the Pequots exten

ded the claim of Connecticut to a great propor

don of the lands in the ſettled part of the colony, yet,

toremove all grounds of complaint or uneaſineſs, the

Engliſh planters made fair purchaſes of almost the

whole tract of country, within the ſettlcd part of Con

necticut.

Boox l

WVA

1640.

Arrr-zn the conquest of the chuots, in Conſequence .
of the covenant made with Uncas, in 1638, and the Slit-'Tict

gift of a hundred Pequots to him, he became important. dians, and

A conſiderable namber of Indians collected to him, the man'

ſo that he became one of the principal ſachems in Con
ner in

necticut, and even in New-England. At ſome times 'Enclſiuu

he was able to raiſe four or five hundred warriors. As treated

the Pequots were now conquered, and as he affisted in them'

the conquest, and was a Pequot himſelf, he laid claim

to all that extenſivc tract called the Moheagan or Pe.

quot country. Indeed it ſeems he claimed and was

allowed to ſell ſome part of that tract which was the

principal ſeat of the Pequots. The ſachems in other

arts of Connecticut, who had been conquered by the

g uots and made their allies, or tributaries, conſidered

themſelves, by the conquest of this haughty nation', as

restored to their former rights. The claimed to be in

dependent ſovereigns, and to have a title to all the lands
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BOOK I. which they had at any time before poſſeſſed. The plan-

vW ters therefore, to ſhow theirjnstice to the heathen, and

1640,

, who have had

to maintain the peace of the country, from time to time,

purchaſCd of the reſpective ſachems and' their lndtans,

all the lands which they ſettled, excepting the towns of

New-London, Groton and Stoningtou, which werecon

fideer as the peculiar ſeat of the Pequot nation. The

inhabitants of Windſor, Hartford, and Wethersſield,

either at the time' of their ſettlement, or ſoon after,

bought all thoſe extenfive tracts, which they ſettled, of

the native, original proprietors of the. country. . Indeed.

ConueCt-icut planters- generally made repeated purcha

ſes of their lands. The colony not only bought the

Moheagan country of Uncas, but afterwards all the par

ticular towns were purchaſed- again, either of him or

his ſucceſſors, when the ſettlements in them commen

ced. Beſidcs, the colony was often obliged to renew its

leagues with Uncas and his ſucceſſors, the Moheagan

ſachems a and to make new preſents and take new deeds,

to keep friendſhip with the Indians and preſerve the

peace oſ the country. The colony was obliged to de-'

ſend Uncas from his enemies, which was an occaſion of

no finall trouble and expenſe. The laws obliged the

mhſl'ortants ofhthe ſeveral towns to reſerve unto the.

Fame's 3 ſufflcffint quantity of planting ground. They

were allowed to hunt and fiſh upon all the lands no

leſs than the Engliſh,

FHE COlonle-S made laws for their protection from in

fgflxiwvrolencef The inhabitants ſuffered

whichtheyhad'bWarRSMnd to llVC on the very lands.

firc wood on thpurc aſed of them ; and to cut their

Cll' unincloſed lands, for more than a'

XZZLzocrexerz 'after the ſettlements began. The lands

thOUgh reall worth nothin at that time,

czſrtcliiieſn PanteTs Very lconſiderable ſugms, beſides the

P IN pgrgh'I-(xlctlf patents and the right of pre-emption.

a wildemeſ; 138 the lands and making ſettlements, in

great estates, It: hrst planters of Connecticut expended

- It has been the opinionof thebest judges,

ancient affairs in? most perfect acquaintance with the

e colony, that many of the adven

 
_ * Theſe fact;

nlei, and of the rZFSJPJ-Jflcatſgarfiincd by the records ofthe colo

---4,
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turers exPended more, in making ſettlements in Con- Boox l.

necticut, than all the lands and buildings were worth, L/W

after all the improvements which they had made upon 1640.

them.'

AT the general election in Connecticut, this year, Elcctionat

Mr. Hopkins was choſen governor, and Mr. Haynes de- l-lanford.

puty governor. Mr. Ludlow was choſen magistrate in

the place of Mr. Hopkins. The other magistrates were

the ſame who were elected the last year. The ſame

governor, deputy governor and magistrates, who were in

office, at New-Haven, the last year, were re-electcd for

this.

As the colonists, both in Connecticut and New-Ha

ven, were the patentees of Lord Say and Seal, Lord

Brook and the other gentlemen interested in the old

Connecticut patent, and as that patent covered a large

tract oſ country, both colonies were deſirous of ſecu

ting the native title to the lands, with all convenient diſ

patch. Several large purchaſes were made this year

both by Connecticut and New-Haven.

CONNECTICUT made preſents to Uncas, the Mohea

gan ſachem, to his ſatisfaction, and on the rst of Sep

tember 1640, obtained of him a clear and ample deed'

of all his lands in Connecticut, except the lands which

were then planted. Theſe he reſerved ſor himſelf and

the Moheagans.

THE ſame year, Governor Haynes, in behalfoſ Hart

ford, made a purchaſe of Tunxis, including the towns

of Farmington and Sonthington, and extending west

ward as far as the Mohawk count .

THE people of Connecticut, Rout the ſame time,

purchaſed Waranoke and ſoon began a plantation there,

ſince called Westfield. Governor Hopkins erected a

trading houſe and had a conſiderable interestin the plan

tation. -

MR. LUDLOW madea purchaſe of the eaſtern part

oſ Norwalk,between Saugatuck and Norwalk rivers.

Captain Patrick bought the middle part of the town.

A few families ſeem to have planted themſelves in the

 

" This was the general opinion among men of extenſive

knowledge, in Maſſachuſetts, as well as in Connecticut. Gov

ernor Hutchinſon, in a manuſcript which he wrote against the

'lamp act, obſerved, that land in New-England, at the time of

it' ſettlement, wu of no value.
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w

3 640.

pay-chaſte

of New

Haven.

town about the time of theſe purehaſes, but it was not

properly ſettled until about the year 1651. The Plan

ters then made a purchaſe of the' western pert of the

town.Mr *

ABOUT the ſame time Robert Feaks and Daniel Pa

trick bought Greenwich. The purchaſe was made in

behalfof New-Haven,but through the intr-igue of the

Dutch governor, and the treache of the purchaſers.

the first inhabitants revoltcd to the Dutch. They were

incorporated and vested with town privileges by Peter

Stuyveſant, governor of New-Netherlands. The inhab

itants were driven off by the Indians, in their war with

the Dutch ; and made no great progreſs in ſettlement

until after Connecticut obtained the charter, and the'

Were taken under the juriſdiction of this colon .

CAPTAlN How: and other Engliſhmen, m behan

of Connecticut, purchaſed a large tract of the lndiane.

the original proprietors, on Long-Iſiand. This tract

extended from the eastern part of Oyster bay to theWeſ

tcm part of Howe's or Holmes's bay to the middle oſ the

great plain. Itvlay on the northern part othe iſland and

extended ſouthward about half itsbreadth. Settlemem'

were immediately begun upon the lands; and by the

year 1642., had made conſiderable advancement.

NEW-H-A-VEN made apurchaſe of all the lands at Rip

powams. This purchaſe was made of Ponus and To

quamflce, the two ſachems of that tract, which contain

e_d the whole town of Stamford. A reſervation of plan

ung ground was made for the Indian-54

ANO_THER large purchaſe, 'ſufficient for a number of

plantations, was made by Captain Turner, agent for

NCYV-Haven, on both ſides of Delaware bay or, river.

This purchaſewas made witha view to trade,and forthe

ſettlement of churches in goſpel order and purity. The

1 .gnztslz ZLETCw-Haven erected tradmg houſes upon the

ſent nearly fifty families to make ſettlement:

upon them. The ſettlemente were made under the ju'

 

firſt purchaſe' w

'a deed bears da

_ aoth. 1640.

llelnghcagc_

n this town.

K

The ere of the ſachem, Mamecl'imoh.

te Feb. 26th, 1640, and Capt- Pa

'l'he western purchaſe was of' ſachcm

cbcms i lt hence appear' that there were two ſa

e purchaſe warm d b ' '
gem ſo, _ a e y Captain Nathanlel Turner a

New Haven. It' colt about thirty pound' ntrling. ,
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riſdiction oſ New-Haven, and in cloſe combination with Boox I.

that colony in all their fundamental articles. WV

lT alſo appears, that New-Haven, or their confedb '640

rates, purchaſed and ſettled Yennycock, Southhold, on

Long-liland. Mr. John Youngs, who had been a min

ifler at Hingham in England, came over, with a conſid

erable part oſhis church, and here fixed his reſidence.

He gathered hischurch anew, on the arst of October,

and the planters united themſelves with New-Haven.

However they ſoon departed from the rule of appointing

none to office, or oſ admitting none to be freemen, but

members of the church. New-Haven inſiſted on this as

a findamental article of their constitution. They were

therefore, for a number of years, obliged to conſorm

to this law oſ the juriſdiction. Some of the principal

then were the Reverend Mr. Youngs, Mr. William

Welles, Mr. Barnabas Horton, Thomas Mapes, ]ohn

Tuthiſl and Matthias Corwin.

Laws were enacted, both by Connecticut and New- -
Haven, prohibiting all purchaſes of the Indians, by pri- r '

v'te perſom, orcompanies, without the conſent of their

reſpective general courts. Theſe were to authorize and

direct the manner of every purchaſe.

THE general court, at New-Haven, this year, made

'grant oſ Totolret to Mr. Samuel Eaton, brother of sister?

Governor Eamn, upon condition of his procuring a num- 5 '

her oſ his friends, from England, to make a ſettlement

in that tract of cOuntry.

An' this court it was decreed, thatthe plantation at

Winnipiak ſhould be called New-Haven.

AT the eneral election, this year, at Hartſord, john General

Haynes, Eguire,was choſen governor,and GeorgeW 1. election at

lys, Eſquire,deputy governor. Mr.Hopl:ins was cho en Hazard

magistrate, and the other principal officers werere-elec- "an '

ted.

THE brethren of the church at Wethersfield removed

without their pastor the Reverend Mr. Phillips 5 and, Diviſion'

having no ſettled minister at first,ſell into unhappy con- it Wflh

tention-s and animoſities. Theſe continued for a num- "ffl'ld'

ber of years, and divided the inhabitants of the town, as

well as the brethren oſ the church. They were the

means oſ ſcattering the inhabitants, and of the formatidn

of new ſettlements and churches in other places. Great

pains were taken, by the miniſters on the river, to com
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 BOOK I. poſe the differences and unite the church and town ;

KMJ but they were unable to effect an union. Mr. Davenport

1641. and ſome of the brethren of the church at New-Haven

were ſent for, to adviſe and attempt a reconciliation.

Mr. Davenport and his brethren gave advice ſomewhat

different from that which had been given by the miniſ

ters and churches on the river -, and, it ſeems, ſuggested

the expediency oſ one of the parties removing and ma

king a new ſettlement, if they could not, by any means,

be united among themſelves. Some were pleaſed with

the advice, others diſliked it, and the parties could not

agree which of them ſhould remove. The church,

which conſisted of ſeven members only,was divided three

against four. The three claimed to be the church, and

therefore pleaded, that they ought not to remove. The

four, as they were the majority, infisted that it was

their right to stay. .

THE church at Watertown, as they had not diſmiſſed

their brethren, at Wcthersfield, from their watch, judg

ed it their duty to make them a viſit, and to attempt to

heal the diviſions which had ſprung up among them.

For this benevolent purpoſe, ſeveral or" the brethren

made a journey to Connecticut z but they ſucceeded no

better in their endeavours, than thoſe who had been

before them. It now appeared tobe the opinion, that

it was expedient for one of the parties to remove, but it

could not be agreed which oſ . them ſhould be obliged

again to make a new ſettlement. At length a number

of principal men, who were the most pleaſed with the

advice of Mr. Davenport and the New-Haven brethren,

and to 'whom the government of that' colony was most

agreeable, determined to remove, and ſettle in combi

nation with New-Haven.

Tuaaerona, on the 3oth of October 1640, Mr. An

drew Ward and Mr. Robert Coe of Wethersſield, in be

halſof themſelves and about twenty other planters, pur

chaſed Rippowams ofNew-Haven. The whole number

obliged themſelves to remove, with their families, the

next year before the last oſ November. This ſpring the

ſettlement commenced. The principal planters were the

Reverend Mr. Richard Denton, Mr. Matthew Mitchel,

Mr. Thurston Rayner, Mr. Andrew Ward, Mr..Robert

Coe, and Mr. Richard Gilderſlcve. Mr. Denton was

among the first planters of the town and continued
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their minister about three or four years. After that Boox l.

time he removed with part of his church and congrega- WV

tion to Hempsted. They ſettled that town about the 1641.

year 1643 or 1644. _

AT the general election, this year, in New-Haven, Ekct'ſifflt

Theophilus Eaton, Eſquirc, was - choſen governor, and sigwdctf'

Mr. Stcphcn Goodyear, deputy governor. The magiſ- 27, du,

traces were Mr. Grcgſon, Mr. Robert Ncwman, Mr.

Matthew Gilbert and Mr. Wakcman. Thomas Fugill

was appointed ſecretary, and Mr. Gregſon treaſurer.

UPON the general election, this year, at Hartford, 154,_

there was a conſiderable change, with reſpect to civil of- m a. t
ficers. George Wyllys, Eſquire, was clcctcd governor, ugnflgflz

and Roger Ludlow, Eſquirc, deputy governor. Eight

magistrates were choſen for Connecticut. This is the

first instance of more than ſix. The magistratcs were

John Hayncs, Eſquirc, Mr. Phelps, Mr. chster, Cap

tain Maſon, Mr. Welles, Mr. Whiting, Edward Hop

kins, Eſquire and Mr. William Hopkins.

THE lndians were exceedingly troubleſomc this year. The m'

It was ſuſpectcd, that they were 'forming a combinationfor ageneral war. All trading with them, in arms or ſome;

any instruments of iron, was expreſsly prohibited, both

by Connecticut and New-Haven. Each colony con

certed all meaſures of defence. A constant watch was .

kept in all the plantations. Upon the ſabbath a strong

guard was ſet at the places of public worſhip.

A'r this court, the magistratcs were deſired -to write Damages

to the Dutch, and, as far as poſſible, to prevent their by the

'ending arms and ammunition to the natives, and to Dumh'

ſcttle all diſputcs between them and the colony with rc

[pect to claims. But notwithstanding all their endeav

ours, thc Dutch behavcd with great inſolencc, and did

much damage to both the Engliſh colonies.

THE Dutch, at Hartford, gave entertainment to fu

gitives from thc Engliſh; helped them when confined

to file off their irons ; and perſuaded ſervants to run

from their masters and then gave them entertainmcnt.

They purchaſed goods which had been stolen from the

Engliſh, and would not return them. They alſo affisted

criminals in breaking gaol.

Bssmus thcſe miſdemcanors, at Hartford, the

Dutch governor, William Kieft, cauſed the Engliſh ſet

tlcmcnta on Long-Ifland, which had now advanced, on
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BOOK I. the lands purchaſed by captain Bowe, as far as Oyster

w bay, to be broken up.

'641.

Some of the Engliſh planter'

were forcibly ſeized and impriſoned, and others driven

from their ſettlements. Theſe were injuries done to

Connecticut.

To the colony of New-Haven the Dutch were still

more hostile and injurious. Notwithstanding the fair

purchaſes which that colony had made, by their agents

at Delaware, Governor Kieſt, without any legal protefi

or warning, diſpatched an armed force, and with great

hostility, burned the Engliſh trading houſes, violently

ſeized and for a time detained their goods, and would

not give them time to take an inventory of them. The

Dutch alſo took the company's boat, and a number of

the Engliſh planters, and kept them as priſoners. The

damages done the Engliſh at Delaware, were eſiimated

at a thouſand pounds sterling."

THE ſame year the Swediſh governor and Dutch a

gent uniting in a crafty deſign against Mr. Lamberton,

a principal gentleman of New-Haven, made an in'u

rious attempt upon his life. They accuſed him oſ a

ving joined m a plot with the Indians to cut off the

Swedes and D_utch. They attempted, by giving hi'

m?" strong dullk' and by threatenings and allurements,

to influence them to bear testimony againſt him. The

proceeded ſo _far as to impriſon and try him for treaſon.

When, noththstanding theſe unſairmcans, and that

- they were both his accuſers and judges, they could find

no evidence againſt him, they arbitrarily impoſed a ſine

npon him,ſor tradmg at Delaware, though Within th'

limits of the purchaſe and juriſdiction of New-Haven.

A-r anOther time, when Mr. Lambeſirton was occa

ſlgonalllyI at Manhatoes, in the capacity of an agent for

'thew- aven, the Dutch governor, Kieft, by force and

reatemngs, compelled him to give an account of all

his beaver, Within the limits oſ New-Haven, at Dela

ware, and to The- Pa! 'an im ost u th hole
h P _ pon e w .

Riiitcius mile' damages) and mſulted the Engliſh in

Haven ſtot; instances' Bdth Connecticut and New

ted a aiinst th m to Year, Complained and remonſtra

i ngmz theem,1bu-t cmuld obtain no redreſs.

co omes were increaſing in numbers and

' Record _ ---*_
New-You the Un'tcd colonie', ma Smith" him," of
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ſettlements, progreſs in law'and juriſprudenee, in the BOOK I.

regular establiſhmentof courts and the times of their WV

ſeflions, was alſo neceſſary, for the advancement, order 1547.,

and happineſs of the reſpective juriſdictions.

Tuts,ſo far asthe numerousaffairs oſ the colonies would

ermit, was an object of ſpecial attention. The capital

fawe of Connecticut were, this year, nearly completed,

and put upon record. The ſCVCſ-ll paſſages of ſcripture

on which they were founded were particularly noticed

in the statute. They were twelve in number, and to the

following effect.

IF any man or woman ſhall have or worſhip any GOD, Capjm

but the true GOD, he ſhall be put todeath, Deut. xiii. 6. Laws of

x'ii. ar; Exodus xxii. 2. COMBQV

IF any perſon in this colony ſhall blaſpheme the name ZUZZHA

of Gon the FATHER, son or HOLY GHOST, with direct, ' *

expreſs, reſumptuous or high-handed blaſphemy, or

ſhall curſe in like manner, he ſhall be put to death, Le

vit. xxiv. 15, i6.

IF any man or woman be a witch, that i' hath or con

ſulteth with a familiar ſpirit, they ſhall beput to death,

Fxodus xxii. 18. Levit. xx. 22. Deut. xviii. lo, n.

IF any perſon ſhall commit wilful murder, upon ma

lice, hatred or cruelty, not in a man's own defence, nor

by caſualty against his will, he ſhall be put to death,

Exodus xxi. 12, 13, 14. Numb. xxxv. 30, 31.

lF any perſon ſhall flay another through guile, either

by poiſoning, or other ſuch deviliſh practices, he ſhall

be put te death, Exodus xxi. 14.

. IF any man or woman ſhall lie with any beast or

brute creature, by carnal copulation, they ſhall ſurely

be put to death, and the beast ſhallbe flnin and buried,

Levit. xx. 15, 16.

IF any man lieth with mankind as he lieth with:

woman, both of them have committed abomination,

they bath ſhall ſurely be put to death, except it appear

that one of the parties was forced, or under fifteen ymre

of age, Levit. xx. 13.

IF any man lie with his mother, or father's wife, or

wifie's mother, his daughter or daughter in law, having

carnal copulation with them, both of them have com

mitted abomination, they ſhall be put to death, except it .
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appear, that the woman was forced, or under fourteen

years oſ age, Levit. xx. r 1, 12, 14. and xvm. 7, 8',

IF any man ſhall forcibly raviſh any maid or woman',

by carnal copulation against her conſent, he ſhall be put

m death, provided proſecution and complaint be made

forthwith upon the rape, Deut. xxii. 25.

Ir any man steal a man, or mankind, and ſelleth him,

or he be ſound in his hand, he ſhall be put to death,

Exodus, xxi.-t 6- . .

lF any perſon riſe up by falſe witneſs witdngly 'and

of purpoſe to take away man's life, he or ſhe ſhall be

put to death, Dent. xix_. 16, r 8, 1'9.

I'F was alſo enacted, that if any perſon ſhould con

ſpire against the commonwealth, attempt an irtſnrrec

tion, invaſion. or rebellion against it, he ſhould be put to

death.

WILFUL arſon, the' curſing and ſmiting of father

or mother, and notorious stubbornneſs in children, af

ter acertain age, were, ſoon after, made capital offen

ces, by the laWs of the colony, and added to the list

of the capital laws.'t ; ' '

. 'BEFORE this time, unehastity between. ſingle per-ſons,

and wanton behaviour had been puniſhed with whip

ping at the tail of the cart, by ſining, or obliging the de

linquents to marry, at. the diſcretion of the particular

courts. '

THE general court approved of what the' particular'

courts had done, m theſe caſes, and authorized them, in
future, to puniſh ſuch delinquents by fineſis, by commit-3

ting' them to the houſe' of correction, or by corporal

puniſhment, at the diſcretion of the court. '

As ſome looſe _perſons deſerted the Engliſh ſettle

ments, and lived in a profane heatheniſh manner, a law

was enacted, that all perſon: who ſhould be convicted

0f_this crime, ſhould be puniſhed with three years im

prrſonment, at least, in the houſe of correction, with fine

ZTrZKldfml PumſhmCm, as the particular court ſhould

AT a general court in NewJ-Izven, A *
prrl t, '64 ,

tFonſiderable progreſs was made in. the laws Zmd goZÞ

K

+ gzcords of Connecticut', and the old Connecticut code.

were cords Of Conncctlcut. When the Connecticut Iawi

Printed in x6' th' -
du ' - 'U 13 law w '

ced om three,to one year's un'praſſoliiicnrxlilt. and the term u
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emment oſ that colony. Deputics were admitted to BOOK I.

the court and an addition was made to the number of VW

magistrates. Stamſord for the first time, ſent Captain 1543.

John Undcrhill and Mr. Richard Gilderfleve to repre

ſent the town. Mr. _Mitchel and Mr. Rayner were

nominatcd for magistrate: in Stamford. Mr. Rayner was

appointed by the court. CaptainUndcrhill, Mr. Mitch

el, Mr. Andrew Ward and Mr. Robert Coe were ap

pointed affistant 'udges to Mr. Rayner. This court

wasvested with t e ſame powers as the court at New

Haven, and was the first instituted in Stamſord. Mr.

William Leet and Mr. Deſborough were admitted ma

gistrates for Menunkatuclt, and that plantation was na

med.Guil.ſ0rd.

Tars year John Haynes, Eſquire, was elected govern- SZ'ZZ'XHF

or and Mr. Hopkins, dcputy governor. Mr. Wolcott Hanged.

and Mr. Swain were choſen magistrates, and Mr..-Phelps April 13,

and Mr. William Hopkins were not elected." Mr. 1643

Whiting was choſen treaſurer, and Mr.Welles ſecretary.

It appears to have been customary for a number of years

to chooſe the ſecretary and treaſurer among the magiſ

trates.

Juarrs appear to have attended the particular courts, A" a? Ye

in Connecticut, from their first institution. They ſeem ſpcqmg *

to have been regularly cnrolled about the year 1641, or jumh

1642. But the particular courts ſound great difficulties

with reſpect to their proceedings. There were no prin

ted la'ws for the inhabitants to study, and many of the

common people had attended very little to law and evi

dence. The jurytherefore, very oſten,would be ſo di

vided, that they could not agree upon any verdict; and

when they were agreed, it did not always appear to the

court that they brought in a just one. A pretty ex

traordinary law therefore paſſed this court regulating the

juries. The court decreed, that the jury ſhould attend

diligently to the caſe and to the evidence, and if they

could not all agree in a verdict, they ſhould offer their

reaſons upon the caſe to the court, and the court ſhould

anſwer them, and ſend out the jury again. If after de

 

' Mr.Phclpsl ſuppoſe wa' now dead, as he appears no more

upon the record', He was one of the principal planters of

Windſor, and choſen into the magistracy from the first ſettle

mentof Connecticut. He appears tohave beenthe anceſtorof

the Phelpſu in this state.
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Boox I. liberating upon the caſe they could not bring in a joint

WV verdict, it'was decreed, that it ſhonld be determined

"43" *by a major vote ; and, that this ſhould, to all intent:

and purpoſes,be deemed a full and ſufficient verdict 5

upon which judgment ſhould be entered, and execution

and all other proceedings ſhould be as though there had

been a joint verdict oſ the jury. It was alſo provided,

that iſ the jury ſhould be equally divided, ſix and ſix,

they ſhould repreſent the caſe to the court, with their

reaſons, and a ſpecial verdict ſhould be drawn, and a

major vote of the court, or magistrates, ſhould deter

mine the cauſe, and all matters reſpectin it ſhould be as

though there had been a joint verdict of e jury.'k

Grand jſh AT this court it was ordained, that a grand jury of

'rytoat- twelve men ſhould attend the particular courts, annu

lend the ally, in May and Septembcr, and as often as the gov

coun" ernor and court ſhould judge expedient. It was alſo

enacted, that the grand jury ſhould be warned to give

their attendance. This is the first notice of a grand ju

ry at any court.

prowl-als A GENBRAL conſederation of the New-England co

foragen. lonies had been propoſed and in agitation for ſeveral

e'al union years. lu 1638, articles of union, for amity, offence

flux 1:- and defence, mutual advice and affistance, upon all ne;

colgni:s_ ceſſary occaſions, were drawn, and for further conſid.

eration referred to 1639. Connecticut and Mr. Fem

wick agreed to confederate for theſe purpoſes. From

this time Connecticut had annually appointed ſome of'her

principal men to go into the Maſſaehuſetts to com

plete the deſigned confederacy. Governor Haynes and

Mr. Hooker, in 1639, were nearly a month in Maſſachu.

ſetts, laboring to carry it into effect. New-Haven

paid equal attention to an aſſair ſo important to the co

lcmies. The circumstances oſ the Engliſh nation, and

the state of the colonies, in New-England, at this time,

aialſsm made it a matter of urgent neceſſity. For the accom

ioſh um' modation of particular companies, the eolonies had ex.

tended their ſettlements upon the rivers and ſea coast'

much farther, and had made them in a more feather-ing

manner, than was at first deſigned. No aid could be

expected from the parent country, let emergcnoies be

ever ſo preſſing. The Dutch had ſo extended their

claims, and were ſo powerful and hostilc, as to afford a

* Record: of Connectieut.
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just ground of general alarm. All the plantations were BOOK I.

compaſſed with numerous tribes oſ ſavage men. The VW

Narraganſets appeared hostile, and there were the ap- '643

earances of a general combination among the lndians,

m New-England, to extirpate the Engliſh colonies.

There' were, notwithstanding, impediments in the way

oſeſſecting even ſo neceſſary and important an union.

The Maſiachuſetts was much more numerous and pow

erful than the other COlOfllCR. It was in various reſpects

more reſpectable and important. It was therefore a

matter of difficulty to form an union upon equal terms.

The other colonies were not willing to unite upon ſuch

as were unequal. There were alſo diſputes between

Connecticut and Maſſachuſetts. The colony of Maſſa

chuſetts claimed part oſ the Pequot country, on the ac

count of the affistance which they afforded in the Pe

quot war. There was alſo a difference with reſpect to

the boundary line between Maffachuſetts and Connectiu

cut. Both colonies claimed the towns of Springfield

and Westfield. Theſe difficulties retarded the union.

Howsvsn, Connecticut, New-Haven and Plimouth

all diſpatched commiffioners to Boston, in May, at the

time oſ the ſeffion of the general court. The commit'

ſioners from Connecticut were Governor Haynes and

Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Fenwick from Saybrook, Governor

Bacon and Mr. Gregſon from New-Haven, Mr. Winſ

low and Mr. Collier from Plimouth. The general court

of Maflachuſetts appointed Governor Winthrop, Mr.

Dudley and Mr. Bradstreet of the magistrates, and of the

deputies, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Tyng.

There appeared at this time, a ſpirrit of harmony and The Nun

mutual condeſcenſion among the commiffioncrs, and England

on the 19th of May, 1643, the articles were completed colonies

and ſigned. The commiſſtoners were unanimous in' confiflk'

adopting them, but thoſe from Plimouth did not ſign Stewsy

them, as they had not been authorized by the court. ' '

At the meeting of the commiſſioners in September, they

came vcsted with plenary powers and ſigned them.

THE commiſſioners,in the introductory part, declare Affide, of
With reſpect to the four colonies of Maſſachuſetts, Pli- conſcdcſſra,

month, Connecticut and New-Haven, and the planta- tion.

tions under their reſpective juriſdictions, that as they

all came into theſe parts of America, with one and the

ſame end and aim, to advance the kingdom of out LORD
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BOOK I. Jesus' Cmusr, and enjoy the liberties of the goſpel in

w purity and peace, they conceived it their bounden duty

'1643. to enter intoa preſent confederation among themſelves,

for mutual help and strength in all future concernments ;

that, as in nation and religion, ſo in other reſpects they

be and continue one, and henceforth be called by the

name of THE UNITED conomr-zs or NEW-ENGLAND.

THEY declare, That the ſaid United colonies, for

themſelves and their posterities, did jointl and ſeverally

enter into afirm and perpetual league of iendſhip and

amity, of offence and defence, mutual aid and ſuccour,

upon all just occaſions, both for preſerving, and propa

gating the truth and liberty of the goſpel, and for their

own mutual ſafety and welſare.

Tm: articles reſervedto each colony an entire and diſ

tinct juriſdiction. By them, no two colonies might be

united in one, nor any other colony be received into the

confederacy, without the conſent of the whole.

EACH colony was authorized to ſend two commiſ

ſioners annually, always to be church members, to meet

On the first Monday in September, first at Boston, then

at Hartford, New-Haven and Plimouth. This was to

be the annual order,except thattwo meetings ſucceffively

were always to be at Boston. '

THE commiſlioners when met were authorized to

chooſe a Prcſidcnt from among themſelves ſor the pro

ſervation of order. They were vested with plenary

powers for making war and peace, laws and rules of a

civil nature and of general concern. Eſpecially, to reg

ulate the conduct of the inhabitants towards the lndians,

towards ſugitives, for the-general defence of the coun

try, and ſor the encouragement and ſupport of religion.

THE expenſe oſ all wars, offenſive or deſenſive, was

to be borne in proportion to the number of the male in

habitants in each colony, between ſixteen and ſixty years

of age. ,

UPPN notice from three magistrates of any of the co

lomes of an invaſion, the colonies were immediately to

ſend aſſistance, the Maſſachuſetts a hundred, and each

oſ the other colonies forty five men. If a greater num

be? was neceſſary the commiſſioners were to meet and

deternnne the number,

ALL determinations of the commiſſioners, in which

51 were agreed, were bindingupon the whole. If there.
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'vere a majority, yet under ſix, the aſſair was to be re- BOOK I.

ſerred to the general court of each colony, and could not VW

be obligatory unleſs the courts unanimouſly concurred. 1543.

No colony might engage in a war, without the con

ſent of the whole union,unleſs upon ſome urgent and

ſudden occaſion. Even in ſuch caſe, it was to be avoid

'ed as far as poſſible, conſistent with the general ſafety.

lr a meeting were ſummoned, upon any extraordina

ry occaſion, and the whole number of commiſiioners

did not attend, any four who were met, might, in caſes

which admitted of no delay, determine upon a war, and

ſend to each colony for its proportion ofmen. A num

ber however leſs than ſix could not determine thejustice

of a war, nor have power to ſettle a bill of charges, nor

make levies.

IF either of the confederates ſhould break any article

of the confederation,or injure one of the other colonies,

the affair was to be determined by the commiſſioners of

the three Other confederates.

THE articles alſo made proviſion, that all ſervant'

running from their masters, and criminals flying from

justice, from one colony to another, ſhould, upon de

mand and proper evidence of their character, as ſugi

tives, beretumed to their masters, and to the colonies

whence they had made their eſcape ; that, in all caſes,

law and justice might have their courſe.

THis was an union of the highest conſequence to the

New-England colonics. It made them formidable to the

Dutch and Indians, and reſpecfltable among their French

neighbours. It was happily adapted to maintain a gen

eral harmon among themſelves, and to ſecure the peace

and rightso the country. It was one of the principal

means oſ the preſervation of the colonies, during the

civil wars and unſettled state of affairs in England. It

was the grand ſource of mutual defence in Philifls war,

and of the most eminent ſervice in civilizing the Indians

and propagating the goſpel among them. The union

ſubſisted more than forty years, until the abrogation of

the charters of the New-England colonies, by king James

the ſecond.

ans union was very ſeaſonable. The Indians were The 'exa

ſo tumultuous and hostile, that its whole influence was "01" con,"

neceſſary to prevent a general war. The troubles ori- SSSZIN"

ginated in the ambitious and perfidious conduct of mob,
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Boox I. Minntonimoh, chief ſachem of the Narraganſets. Aſ

VN ter the Pequot war he attempted to ſet himſelf up, as

1643. univerſal ſachem, Over all the Indians in New-England.

The old grudge and hatred, which had ſubſisted between

him and the Pequots, he now ſuffered to embitter and

enflame his rancorous heart, against Uncas and the Mo

heagans. Without any regard to the league made bee

tween him, the Engliſh and the Moheagans,at Hartford,

in 1638, when the Pequots were divided between him

and Uncas, he practiſed murder and war against him.

At the ſame time he uſed all the arts oſ which he was

master, by preſents and intrigue, to inflame the Indians

and excite a general inſurrection against the Engliſh

plantations. The Indians, through his influence, had

been collecting arms and ammunition. There appeared

among them a general preparation "for war. The colo

nists were obliged to keep guards and watchevery night,

from the ſetting to the riſing oſ the ſun, and to guard

their inhabitants, from town to towu, and from one

place to another. -

CONNECTICUT was ſOr making war immediately,

and ſent preſſing letters to the court at Boston, urging

that a hundred men might be ſent to Saybrook fort, to

aſſist against the enemy, as circumstances might require.

But the court oſ Maſſachuſetts pretended to doubt of the

ſacts alledged, and would not conſent.

IN the mean time Miantonimoh, in proſecution of

his bloody deſigns, hired a Pequot, one of Uncas's men,

to kill him. He made an attempt, in the ſpring, and

ſhot Uncas through his arm. He then ran off to the

Narraganſets, reporting, through the Indian towne, that

he had killed Uncas. But when itwas known thatUn

cas was not dead, though wounded, Miantonimoh and

the Pequot contrived together, and reported that Uncas

had cut through his arm with a flint, and then charged

the chuot with ſhooting him. However, Miantoni

moh ſoon aſter going to Boston, in company with the Pe

quot, who had wounded Uncas, the governor and ma

gistrates, upon examination, found clear evidence, that

the chuot was guilty oſ the crime, with which he had

been charged. They had deſigns of apprehending him

and ſending him to Uncas, that he might be punilhed z

but Miantmiimoh pleaded, that he might be ſuffered to

return with him, and promiſed that he would ſend him
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to Uncas. Indeed he ſo exculpated himſelf, and made BOOK l.

ſuch fair promiſes, that they gave up their deſigns, and WV

permitted them to depart in peace. About two days 1543.

after, Miantonimoh murdered the Pequot, on his return,

that he might make no further diſcovery of his treache

rous conduct.

ABOUT the ſame time much trouble aroſe from Se

quaſſen, a ſachem upon Connecticut river. Several of

his men killed a principal Indian belonging to Uncas.

He, or ſome of his warriors, had alſo waylaid Uncas

himſelf, ashe was going down the ſaid river, and ſhot ſev

eral arrows at him. Uncas made complaint to the gov

ernor and court at Connecticut, of theſe outrages;

Governor Haynes and the court took great pains to

make peace between Uncas and Sequaſſen. Upon

hearing their ſeveral stories it appeared, that Uncas re

quired, that ſix of Sequaſſen's men ſhould be delivered

to him, for the murder of his man, becauſe he was a

great man. Governor Haynes and the court laboured

to diſſuade Uncas from his demand of ſix men for one ;

and urged him to be ſatisfied upon Sequaſſen's deliver

ing up the murderer. Atlength, with much perſua

lion and difficulty, Uncas conſented to accept of the -

murderer only. But Sequaſſen would not agree to de

liver him. He was nearly allied to Miantonimoh, and

one of his peculiar favorites. Sequaſſen choſe rather to

fight, than to makeUncas any compenſation, expreffing,

at the ſame time, his dependance on Miantonimoh for

affiſianee. It is not improbable, that it was through the

influence of Miantonimoh, that he came to this reſolu

tion. Uncas and Sequaſſen ſought. . Sequaſſen was

overcome. Uncas killed a number of his men and

burned his wigwams.

MlANTONlMOH, without conſulting the Engliſh, ac- Miantonſi

cording to agreement, without proplaiming war, or giv- moll- Wah

ing Uncas the least information, raiſed an army of nine ges war

hundred, or a thouſand men, and marched against him. With Un

Uncas's ſpies diſcovered the army at ſome distance and CM'

gave him intelligence. He was unprepared, but rally.

ing between four and five hundred oſ his bravest men,

he told them they must by no means ſuffer Mizmtonimoh

to come into their town ; but muſt go and fight him on

his Way. Having marchecg three or four miles, the ar
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Uncas's

ſtratagem.

mies met upon a large plain. When they had advan

ced within fair bow ſhot of each other, Uncas had re

courſe to a stratagem, with which he had previouſly ac

quainted his warriors. He deſired a parley, and both ar

mics halted in the face of each other. Uncas, gallantly

advancing in the front of his men, addreſſed Miantoni

' moh to this effect, V You have a number of stout men

Miantoni

moh de

feated and

taken

priſoner.

with you, and ſo haveI with me. It is a great pity that

ſuch brave warriors ſhould be killed in a private quarrel

between us only. Come like a man, as you profeſs to

be, and let us fight it out. lfyon kill me, my men ſhall

be yours; but if I kill you, your men ſhall be mine."

Miantonimoh replied, U My men came to fight, and they

ſhall fight." Uncas falling instantly upon the ground,

his men diſcharged a ſhower of arrows upon the Narra

ganſets ; and, without a moment's interval, ruſhing

upon them, in the most furious manner, with their hi

deous Indian yell, put them immediate] to flight. The

Moheagans purſued the enemy with t e ſame fury and

eagerneſs with which they commenced the action. The

Narraganſets were driven down rocks and precipices,

and chaſed like a doe by the huntſman. Among oth

ers Miantonimoh was exceedingly preſſed. Some of

Uncas's bravest men, who were most light of foot, com

ing up with him, twitched him back, impeding his flight,

and paſſed him, that Uncas might take him. Uncas

was a stout man, and ruſhing forward, like a lion greedy

of his prey, ſeized him by his ſhoulder. He knew Un

cas, and ſaw that he was now in the power of the man

whom he had hated, and by all means attempted to de

stroy, but he ſat down ſullen and ſpake not a word.

Uncas gave the Indian Whoop and called up his men,

who were behind, to his aſſistance. The victory was

complete. About thirty of the Narraganſets were flain,

anda much greater number wounded. Among the latter

was abrother of Miantonimoh and two ſons of Canoni

cus, a chief ſachem of the Narraganſet Indians. The

brother of Miantonimoh was not only wounded, but

armed with a coat of mail, bothwhich retarded his flight.

Two of Miantonimoh's captains, who formerly were

Uncas's men, but had treacherouſly deſerted him, diſ

covering his ſituation, took him and carried him to Un

cas, expecting in this way to reconcile themſelves to

their ſachem. But Uncas and his men flew them. Mi
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antonimoh made no request either for himſelf or his BOOK I.

men -, butcontinued in the ſame ſullen, ſpeechlcſs mood. vW

Uncas therefore demanded of him why he would not x643.

ſpeak. Said he, " Had you taken me, l ſhould have

beſought you for my life." Uneas, for the preſent,

ſpared his life, though he would not aſk it, and return

cd vwith great triumph to Moheagan, carrying the Nar

raganſet ſachem, as an illustrious trophy ofhis victory.1

Tma famous Samuel Gorton and his company had

purehaſed lands of Miantonimoh, under the juriſdiction

of Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth; and expected to be

vindicated in their claims, by him, against thoſe colonies,

and against the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth ſachems,

who were the original proprietors. Therefore when

the news of Uncas's victory and of the capture of Mian

tonimoh arrived at Providence, the ſent to Uncas to

deliver Miantonimoh, threatening im, that the power

of the Engliſh ſhould be employed against him, if he re

fuſed a cornpliance. Uncas therefore carried his priſ- Unca'

oner to Hartford, to adviſe with the Governor and Ma- came,

gistrates, with reſpect to his conduct in ſuch a ſituation. him to

THE Governor and Magistrates were of the opinion, Hafflfflfir

that as there was no open war between them and the Fezd;gzl'

Narraganſets, it was not prudent for them to intermed- the gem

dle with the quarrel; but adviſed, that the whole affair nor.

ſhould be referred to the commiſiioners of the United

colonies at their meeting in September.

How long Miantonimoh continued ſpeechleſs does Miantonp

not appear; but it is certain, that when he came to mohi'

Hartford, his mouth was opened. He most earnestly kept at

pleaded to be leſt in the custody of the Engliſh. He Hmford'

probably eXpected more ſafety and better treatment

with them, than with Uncas. Uncas conſented to

leave him at Hartford, but inſisted that he ſhould be

kept as his priſoner. He was therefore kept, under

guard, at Hartford, until the meeting of the commiſ

iioners.

 

1' This account is taken from a manuſcript oer. Hide ofNor

which, from Governor Winthrop's Journal, and from the re

cords of the United colonies, in one or other of which, all the

facts are aſcertained. The manuſcript repreſent' Miantonimoh

as having 900, and Uncas 600 men. The records of the United

colonies repreſent, that Mian-tonimoh had 900, or a rooo men,

and that Uncas had not half ſo many. Governor Winthrop'a

account i' eſſentially the fame.
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ON the 7th of Septcmber the commiſiioners met at

Governor Winthmp and Thomas Dudley,

Eſquires, were commiſſtoners for Mafl'achuſetts, George

Fenwick andEdwardHopkins,Eſquires,for Connecticut,

and TheophilusEatonand Thomas Gregſon, Eſquires,fot

New-Haven." Governor Winthrop was choſen rreſi

dcnt. The whole affair of Uncas and Miantonimoh was

laid before the commiſlioners,and the facts already rela

ted were,in their opinion, fully proved', not only his

attempts upon the liſe oſUncas, but that he had been the

principal author of inflaming and stirring up the Indians

to a general confederacy against all the Engliſh planta

tions. It alſo appeared, that inſtead of delivering the

Pequot, who had ſhot Uncas, as he promiſed in open

court, he had murdered him on the road from Boston

10 Narraganſet. It was alſo affirmed to the commitfion

CTS, that the Narraganſets had ſent for the Mohawks,

and that they were come within a day*s journey oſ the

Engliſh ſettlements, and were kept back only by the

capture of Miantonimoh : That they were waiting for

hlS Wkaſh, andthen would proſecute their defigns againfi

the Engliſh, or Uncas, or against both, as the lndians

ſhould determine. The commiſſioners, having fully con

fideretl thy premiſes, laid the affair before five or ſix of

t12:_P"m<llſr-ll_ ministers in Maſſachuſetts, and took their

T Vice relative to the lawfulneſs and justice of putting

umlto death. They gave it as their opinion, that he

oug it to be put to derth. The commiſiioners finally

Determi- aſTlf'edz '* That as it was evident that Uncas could not

pszlggnof a e, while MiantonimOh lived', but that, either by

miflioners nally in da

ſe 7 . . -eret treachery or open force, his life would be contin

Fonccrn- bl _ nger, he might justly put ſuch afalſe and

ln . God'thlrst U 1him-&p. cas ſhould ryoenemy to death. They determined Un

t do it 'm any of the Engliſh plantations,

wn juriſdiction. At the ſame time they

moderatio tb no torture or cruelty, but all mercy and

THE con c_exerc1ſedinthe manner of his execution,

raganſem mmiffioncrs alſo determined, that if the Nar-_

Uncas . , or any other lndians, ſhould unjustly aſſault

> on the account of the execution of Mlantoni

____-

uc in his 0

adviſed, um

yean I: icsmrniffionerg fm Plimouth are not upon_record thin

Gomzmffiol; probable, um they did not arrive until after the

e" hid formed.
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moh, the Engliſh ſhould, upon his deſire, aſiist him Boox I.

against ſuch vioience."

GOVERNOR Winthrop writes, " lt was clearly diſcov

ered to us, that there was a general conſpiracy among

the Indians, to cut off all the Engliſh ; and that Mian

tonimoh was the head and contriver of it: That he

was of a turbulent and proud ſpirit and would never be

at rest : and that he had killed the Pequot contrary to

his promiſe."+

THE commiſſioners had received intimations, that the

Namganſets had it in contemplation to capture one or

more of them, with a view to the redemption of Mian

t'onimoh. Their determination, reſpecting his execu

tion, was therefore kept as a profound ſecret until after

the return of the commiſlioners of Connecticut and

New-Haven, lest it ſhould inflame and engage them, in

earnest, to make the attempt.

Pxnvrousu to the meeting of the commiſlioners, the

VW

1643.

Iuly ac,

Dutch governor had written a letter to GOvemor Win- the Dutch

throp, containing high congratulations on the union of wrote To

the colonies, and at the ſame time making grievous com

plaint: of Connecticut and New-Haven, as having com

mitted unſufferable injuries against the Dutch, and as

having given miſinformation reſpectng them to their

agent in Europe. He deſired a categorical anſwer from

Govemor Winthrop, whether he would aid or deſert

them, that he might know who were his friends, and

who were his enemies. The governor, after conſulting

with ſome few of his council, who were at hand, wrote

an anſwer in part, to the Dutch governor, reſerving to

himſelf one more full, at the ſeſſion of the general court.

OV.

Winthrop

Gov.

in

throp"

He repreſented his ſorrow for the differences which had reply.

ariſen between the Dutch and his brethren at Hartford,

ſuggesting that they might be ſettled by arbitrators,

either in ngland, Holland, or America. He obſerved,

that by the articlcs of confederation, each colony was

obliged to ſeek the ſafety and welfare of the other colo

nies, no leſs than its own. He hoped however, that

this would not interrupt the friendſhip, which had ſub

ſisted between them and the Dutch. The governor

obſerved, that the controverſy at Hartford was for:

 

4' Recorde of the United colonies.

t Winthrop" Journal p- 305, 396.
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BOOK l.

VW

'643.

The inju -

rious con

duct of

ſmall picce oſ land only, which, in ſo vast a continent

as this, was of too little value to make a breach between

protestants ſo related in proſeſſron and religion, as the

Dutch and Engliſh were. He therefore earnestly deſi

red, that each party would carefully avoid all injuries,

until the differences betWeen them ſhould be amicahly

accommodated, by an impartial hearing and adjudica

tion, either in Europe or Americad

THE affair was now brought before the commiſſion

ers. Governor Eaton and Mr. Gregſon complained of

the outragcs which the Dutch had committed against

the Dutch the perſous and property of the Engliſh, within the lim

i' hid bc- its of New-Haven, at Delaware, and in other places,

for: the

commiſ

fioncra.

They cle

maml ſat

isſaction.

and made proof of the injuries of which they complain

ed. The conduct of the Dutch towards Connecticut

was alſo laid before the commiſlioners, by Governor

Hopkins and Mr. Fenwick.

UPoN which the preſident was directed to write a

letter, in the name of the commiſiioners, to the Dutch

governor, stating the particular injuries which the Dutch

had done the Engliſh colonies, and to demand ſatisfac

tion. It was alſo directed, that, as Governor Winthrop

had in part anſwered the Dutch governor's letter reſ

pecting Connecticut, he would now, in further anſwer

to it, particularize the injuries done both to Connecticut

and New-Haven, and demand an anſwer. He was alſo

authorized to aſſure the Dutch, that as they would not

wrong others, ſo neither would they deſert their con'

federatcs in a just cauſe.*

THE Indians at this period were beginning to acquire

the uſe of fire arms. The French, Dutch and others,

for the ſake of gain, were vending them arms and am

munition. The Indians were in ſuch a tumultuous and.

hostile state as had the appearance oſ a general war. The

commiſlioners therefore gave orders, that the militia, in

the ſeveral colonies, ſhould be frequently trained, and

completely furniſhed with armsand ammunition. All the

companies were to be mustered and reviewed four time'

mayear. Itwas ordered,that all the towns ſhould prepare

magazmes, m_proporti0n to the number of their militia.

ſHE commiffioncrs, having given the neceſſa_ _ direc

tions for the execution of Miantonimoh, and for e gen

  

+ Wintlnrop's ournal . .,. ." Record: of J p 303' 304' "3'

the United Colonies.
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eral ſafety of the country, diſperſed and returned to

their reſpective colonies.

IMMEDlATELY upon the return of the commiſiion

ers of Connecticut and New-Haven, Uncas, with a com

petent number of his most trusty men, was ordered to

repair forthwith to Hartford. He was made acquainted

with the determination of the commiſſtoners, and receiv

ing his Priſoner, marched with him, to the ſpot where

he had been taken. At the instant they arrived on the

ground, one of Uncas's men, who marched behind Mi

antonimoh, ſplit his head with a hatchct, killing him at

a ſingle stroke. He was probably unacquainted with

his fate, and knew not by what means he fell. Uncas

cut out a large piece oſ his ſhoulder and ate it in ſavage

triumph. He ſaid, U It was the ſweetest meat he ever

ate, it made his heart strong."

THE Moheagans, by the order oſ Uncas, buried him

at the place of his execution, and erected a great heap,

or pillar upon his grave. This memorable event gave

the place the name of Sachem's Plain'. Two Engliſh

men were ſent with Uncas, to witneſs that the execu

tion was done, and to prevent all torture and cruelty in

the manner of its performance. Connecticut and New

Haven, agreeably to the direction of the commiffioners,

ſent a party of ſoldiers to Moheagan, to defend Uncas

against any aſſault which might be made upon him, by

the Narraganſcts, in conſequence of the execution of

their ſachem.

Govmmon Winthrop at the ſame time, according to

the orders which he had received from the commiſſion

ers, diſpatched meſſengers to Canonicus, the Narragan

ſet ſachem, and the Narraganſet Indians, to certify

them, that the Engliſh had noticed their perfidy in vio

lating the league between them and the Engliſh, from

time to time, notwithstanding the Engliſh had treated

them With love and integrity. They aſſured them, that

they had diſcovered their miſchievous plots, in joining

with Miantonimoh, in purchaſing aid of the Indians,

and by gifts, threats and allurements, exciting them to

a confcderacy to root out the whole body of the Eng

liſh. They repreſented to them their- treachery in wa

 

* Manuſcript of Mr. Hide. This plain is in the eaflern part

of the town of Norwich.

Boox I.
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Execution
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BOOK I. ging war with Uncas, contrary to their expreſs cove

WV nant with him, and with the Engliſh. They justified the

'643* execution of Miantonimoh, by Uncas, as he was his

lawful captive, and as he had practiſed treachery and

murder against him and his ſubjects. They inſisted that

it was both just and agreeable to the practice of the In

dians in ſimilar caſes. It was declared to be neceſſary

for the ſafety of Uncas, the peace of the country, and

even of the Narraganſets themſelves. While they firm

ly and fully repreſented theſe ſacts to them, they, in the

name of the United colonies, rendered them peace and

ſafety. They aſſured them, that they would defend

Uncas and all their allies, whether Engliſh or Indians,

in their just rights: That if they deſired peace, they

would exerciſe equal eare and friendſhip towards them.'t

THE commiſſioners gave orders, that Connecticut

ſhould provide for the defence of Uncas against any aſ

ſault or fury of the Narraganſets, or any other Indians.

mection UPON the general election, at New-Haven, in Octo

nt New. ber, Governor Eaton and Mr. Stephen Goodyear were

Haven, re-elected governor and deputy-governor. Mr.William

Oct- 16- Fowler and Mr. Edward Tapp were elected magistrate'

for Milſord, and Thurston Rayner for Stamford. This

year, for the first time, the general court, at New-Ha

ven, are distinctly recorded and distinguiſhed by the

names of governor, deputy-govemor, magistrates and,

deputies. '

IT appears, that the plantation at Yennycock, had not

fully attended to the fundamental article of admitting

none to be free burgeſſes, but members of the church.

It Was therefore, at this general court, decreed, " That

Progreſ' " none ſhould be admitted free burgeſſes in any of the

of law U plantations,'but ſuch as were members of ſome ap

'nd "bel" U proved church in New-England : That ſuch only

get; 3 ſhould have any vote in elections; and that no power

Haven. fl for ordering any civil affairs ſhould be put into the

K5 hands of any but ſuch."

IT was enacted, that each town, in the juriſdiction,

Plantau ſhould chooſe their own judges, in ordinary caſes.

"9" They were authorized to judge in civil caſes not ex
courts. - - - - . . '. .

ceedmgtwenty ſhillmgs, and 1n crimmal caſes, m which

the pumſhment d..l not exceed ſetting the delinquent

 
__
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in the flocks, whipping him, or fining not exceeding BOOK I.

five pounds. If there were a'magistrate,or magiſtrates w

in the towns', in which theſe town courts were holden, 1643.

then the magistrate, or magistrates were to ſit in the

"court, and judgment was to be given with a due reſpect

'to their advice. From theſe courts there was liberty of

appeal to the court of magistrates.

IT was granted,that all the free burgeſſes,in the plan- Privilege'

tations, ſhould vote in the choice of governors, magiſ- Of frec

trates, ſecretary and treaſurer. It was alſo granted,that man'

each town ſhould have a magistrate, if they deſired it,

choſen from among their own free burgeſſes.

A'r this general court a court of magistrates Was ap- Ccnrt of

pointed, conſisting of all the magistrates in the juriſdic- maſſ;

tion. They were to meet twice annually at New-Ha

ven, on the Mondays preceding the general courts in

April and October. This court was authorized to re

ceive appeals from the plantation courts, and to try all

important cauſes, civil and criminal. Every magistrate

was obliged, on penalty of a fine, to give his attendance.

Four magistrates constituted a quorum. * All judgments

of the court were to be determined by a major vote.

All trials were decided by the bench. It does not ap

plear that juries were ever uſed in the colony of New- *

aven.

THE court enacted, that there ſhould be two general Act rer.

'courts for this colony, to meet, at New-Haven, on the pecting

first Wedneſday in Aprii and the last in October annu- the Bile'

ally. It was decreed, that the general court ſhould con- "1 town'

ſist of a deputy governor, magistrates, and two deputies

from each town. In the last of theſe general courts a

governor, deputy governor, magistrates, ſecretary,treaſ=

urer and marſhal, or high ſheriff, were to be annually

choſen. The governor, or in his abſence, the deputy

governor had power to call a general court upon preſſing

emergencies and whenever it might be neceſſary. All

the members were obliged to attend, upon penalty of

twenty ſhillings fine, in caſe of default. It was ordain

ed, that in this court ſhould ſubfiſt the ſupreme power oſ _

the commonwealth. general

IT was particularly ordained, that the general caurt conrt to

ſhould, with all care and diligence, endeavour to main- PfflVldc

tain the purity of religion, and to ſuppreſs all irreligion, hgfpr':

T .ligion.
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BOOK I. according to the best light they could obtain from the

w divine oracles, and by the advice oſ the elders and

1643- churches in the juriſdiction, ſo far as it might concern

The the civil power!" , . .

Dutch ap. THE Dutch were this year exceedingly haraſſed and

ply to distreſſed by the Indians, and made application to Gov

NCW'HZ' ernor Eaton and the general court, ſoliciting that a hund

fzr red men might be raiſed in the plantations, for their aſ

gazfist the ſistance against ſuch barbarous enemies.

Indians. Tm: war between the Dutch and lndians began in

this manner. A drunken Indian, in his intoxication,

Occafion killeda Dutchman. The Dutch demanded the mur

onhc w" derer, but he was not to be ſound. They then made

between . . _
the Dutch application to their governor to avenge the murder. He,

and In. judging_.it would be unjust or unſafe, conſidering the

diini- numbersof the lndians, and the weak and ſcattered state

of the Dutch ſettlements, neglected to comply with

their repeated ſolicitations. In the mean time the Mo

hawks, as the report was, excited by the Dutch, ſell ſud

denly on the Indians, in the vicinity of the Dutch ſet

' tlements, and killed nearly thirty of them. Others fled

to the Dutch for protection. One Marine, a Dutch

captain, getting intelligence ofthcir state, made applica

tion to the Dutch governor, and obtained a commiffion

to kill as many of them, as it ſhould be in his power.

Collecting a company of armed men, he fell ſuddenly
upon the Indians, vwhile they were unapprehenſive of

danger, and made a promiſcuous ſlaughter of men, wo

men and children, to the number of ſeventy or eighty.

This instantly rouſed the Indians, in that part of the

country, to a furious, obstinate and bloody war. In

the ſpring,and beginning of the ſummer, they burnt the

Dutch out-houſes; and driving their cattle into their

barns, they burned the barns and cattle together. They

killed twenty or more of the Dutch people and preſſed

ſo hard upon them, that they were obliged to take refuge

in their fort, and to ſeek help of the Engliſh. The ln

dians upon Long-Iſland united in the war with thoſe on

_ the main, and burned the Dutch houſes and barns.

The Dutch governor in this ſituation, invited Captain

Underhill from Stamford to affist him in the war. Ma

rine, the Dutch captain, was ſo exaſperated with this

 

* Record' of New-Haven, Folio Vol. [JP 73; 74' 75
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proceeding that he preſented his pistol at the governor, BOOK I.

and would have ſhot him, but was prevented by one who VW

stood by him. Upon this one oſ Marine's tenants diſ- 1643.

charged his mufltet at the governor, and the ball but just

miſſed him. The governor's ſentinel ſhot the tenant

and killed him on the ſp0t. The Dutch, who at .first

Were ſo forward for a war with the Indians, were now,

when they experienced the loſs and dangers of it, ſo ir

ritated at the governor, for the orders which he had

given, that he could not trust himſelf among them. He

was obliged to keep a constant guard oſ fifty Engliſhmen.

about his perſon. In theſummer and fall the Indian:

killed fifteen more oſ the Dutch people, and drove in all

the inhabitants oſ the Engliſh and Dutch ſettlements,

west of Stamford.

IN proſecution of their works of destruction, they

made a viſit to the neighbourhood where Mrs. Hutchin

ſon, who had been ſo famous, at Boston, for her Anti

nomian and familistical tenets, had made a ſettlement.

The lndians, at first, appeared with the ſame friendſhip

with which they uſed to frequent her houſe ; but they

murdered her and all her family, Mr. Collins, her ſon

in law, and ſeveral other perſons, belonging to other

families in the neighbourhood. Eighteen perſons were

killed in the whole. The Indians, with an implacable

fury, proſecuted the destruction of the Dutch, and oſ

their property, in all that part of the country. They

killed and burned their cattle,horſes and burns Without

refistance. Having destroyed the ſettlements in the

country, they paſſed over to the Dutch plantations on

Long-lfiand, doing all the miſchief of which they were

capable. The Dutch, who eſcaped, were confined to

their fort, and were obliged to kill and eat their cattle,

for their ſubſistence. Their caſe was truly distrefling.*

It demanded ſuccour as far as it could have been con

ſistently given.

GOVERNOR Eaton and the general court, having ma

_turcly conſidered the purport of the Dutch governor's

letter, rejected the propoſal for raiſing men and affisting

in the war against the lndians. Their principal reaſon'

were, that joining ſeparately in war, was prohibited by

 

* Winthrop" Journal, page 271, 273 and 308.
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Boox I. the articles of confederation; and that they were not

L/VV ſatisfied that the Dutch war with the Indians was just.

'6432 NEVERTHELESS it was determined, that if the Dutch

needed corn and proviſions for men or cattle, by reaſon

of the destruction which the Indians had made, the

court would give them all the affistance in its powerJ

THF. war continued ſeveral years, and was bloody and

destructive both to the Dutch and Indians. Captain

Underhill had the principal management of it, and was

ofgreat ſervice to the Dutch. He collected a flying ar

my of a hundred and twenty, and ſometimes of a hun

dred and fifty men, Engliſh and Dutch, by which he

preſerved the Dutch ſettlements from total destruction.

It was ſuppoſed, that, upon Long-Iſland and on the main,

he killed between four and five hundred Indiansþt

THE Indians at Stamford too much caught the ſpirit

of the wcstcrn Indians in their Vicinity, who were at war

with the Dutch. They appeared ſo tumultuous and

hostile, that the people at Stamford were in great fear,

that they ſhould ſoon ſhare the fate of the ſettlements at

the westward of them. They wrote to the general court

at New-Haven, that in their apprehenſions there were

just grounds of a war with thoſe Indians, and that if

their houſes ſhould be burned, becauſe the other planta

tions would not conſent to war, they ought to bear the

damage.

THE Narraganſet Indians were enraged at the death

of their ſachem. The Engliſh were univerſally armed.

The strictest watch and guard was kept in all the plan-.

tations. In Connecticut, every family, in which there

was a man capable of bearing arms, was obliged to ſend

one complete in arms, every Lord's-day, to defend the

places of public worſhip. Indeed all places wore the aſs.

Pect of a general war.

 

+ Rccords of New-Haven.
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PUBLICſiJI: appointed. Indian: continue hostile, and rom- x644.

mit murder. Actrqf the tommſſoner: reſpefling them.

Branford ſalt/ed. Town: in Cannectimt. Aſſſgt of

'he commſſoner: to the Narfaganſctr. Their agre-e

'mnt rg/prcting Uncar. Long-[stand Indian! taken un

der the protection iſ the United Column. Aſaffi'zchust'ttr

claim part aſ the Ptquot country and lVaranaLt. Deter

'ninationof the commſſoner: reſpecting ſaid claim. A'

greement with Mr. Ftn-wirh relative to Sayhroohfort and
the adjacent country. Fortfficatiam advanced. vExtra

ordinary meeting of the tommſſoneu to sttpprzſl' the out

rage: of the Narraganfitr. War proclaimed and troopr

ſent again/I them. They treat and prevent war. Fair

field object to ajury qfſix. Controwrſy 'with the Dutch.

The Indian: plot against the life ofGovernor Hophin: and

other principal gent/'men at Hartford. Damage: at

Wind/Far. Bottle bet-ween the Dutch and Indiaru.

Leſſ: aanu-Hawn. Dfflþute 'with flſqffizthuſett: rel

ative to the impost at Sayhrooh. Mr. Winthrop': claim

of the A'ehantich country. Salt/(ment account: he

twnn the colanitr. .

HE affairs both oſ Old and New-England, wore Public

ſo gloomy an aſpect, at this time, that the pious fasting aP'

people, in the colonies, judged extraordinary fasting and Po'm'd'

prayer to be their indiſpenſible duty. The flames of

civil diſcord were kindled in England, and the tumultu

ous and hostile state of the natives, in the United Colo

nies, threatened them with a bloody and mercileſs In

dian war. The eneral court of Connecticut therefore

ordained a mont ly fast, through the colony, to begin

on Wedneſday the 6th of January. New-Haven had

before appointed a fast, at the ſame time, in all the plan

tations in that juriſdiction. Indeed this was practiſed,

throughout the United Colonies, during the civil war'

in England. The colonists ſympathized with their

brethren, in their native country, and conformed to them

in their days of humiliation and prayer.

THE frecmen of Connecticut and New-Haven exhib- Frm-nd

ited a remarkable example of steadineſs in the election Ready.

of civil officers. Nearly the ſame perſons were choſen .

Innnally into places of principal trust a' long as they
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Boox I. lived.

VW

1644.

The In

rfiansconh

mit mur.

der. _

May Ill.

This year Edward Hopkins, Eſquire, was choſen

governor; and john Haynes, Eſquire, deputy governor.

The other magistrates were the ſame as they had been

the last year, except Mr. William Swain, who was cho

ſen into the magistracy. Mr. Haynes and Mr. Hopkine

were generally clected, alternately governor and deputy

governor, during their reſpective lives. The reaſon of

this annual change of them, from governor to deputy

governor, was becauſe the constitution prohibited the

choice of any man governor, more than once in two

'ears.
i AT New-Haven, Governor Enton was annually elect

ed to the office of governor during his life 5 and Mr.

Stephen Goodyear was generally choſen deputy gov

ernor. '

THE Indians were no more peaceable this year, than

they were the laſt. Thoſe in the western part of Con

necticut still conducted themſelves in a hostile manner.

In the ſpring they murdered a man belonging to Maſſa

chuſetts, between Fairfield and Stamford. About ſix

or eight weeks after the murder was diſcovered, the In

dians promiſed to deliver the murderer, at Uncoway,

iſ Mr. Ludlow would appoint men to receive him. Mr.

Ludlow ſent ten men for that purpoſe; but as ſoon as

the Indians came within ſight of the town, they,

general conſent, unbound the priſoner and ſuffered him

to eſcape. The Engliſh were ſo exaſpcrated at this in

ſult, that they immediately ſeized on eight or ten of

the Indians, and committed them to priſon. There

was among them not leſs than one or two ſachems.

Upon this the lndians aroſe in great numbers about the

town, and exceedingly alarmed the pe0ple, both at Fair

ſicld and Stamſord. Mr. Ludlow wrote to New-Haven

for advice. The court deſired him to keep the Indians

in durance, and aſſured him of immediate aſiistancc,

ſhould itbe neceſſary and deſired. A party of twenty

men were draughtcd forthwith, and prepared to march

to Stamſord upon the ſhortest notice. The Indian'

Were held in cuſtody until four ſachems, in thoſe parte,

appeared and interceded for them, promiſing, that if the

' Engliſh would releaſe them, they would, within a

month, deliver the murderer to justice.

Nor more_than a month after their releaſe, an Indian

Went boldly into the town of Stamford, and made:
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murderous aſſault upon a woman in her houſe. Find

ing no man at home, he took up a lathing hammer, and

approached her as though he were about to put it into

her hand ; but, as ſhe was stooping down to take her

child from the cradle, he struck her upon the head.

She fell instantly with the blow; he then struck her

twice with the ſharp part of the hammer, which pene

trated her ſkull. Suppoſing her to be dead, he plun

dered the houſe, and made his eſcape. Soon after the

woman ſo far recovered as to deſcribe the Indian and

his manner of dreſs. Her wounds, which at first ap

peared to be mortal, were finally healed 5 but her brain

was ſo affected that ſhe lost her reaſon.

A'r the ſame time the Indians roſe, in thoſe parts,

with the most tumultuous and hostile appearances.

They refuſed to come to the Engliſh, or to have any trea

ty with them. They appeared, in a very alarming man

ner, abOut ſeveral of the plantations, firing their pieces

and exceedingly terrifying the inhabitants. They de

ſerted their wigwams, and neglected to weed their corn.

The Engliſh had intelligence that the Indians deſigned

to cut them off. Most of the Engliſh judged it unfafe

to travel by land, and ſome of the plantations were ob

liged to keep a strong guard and watch night and day.

And as they had not numbers ſufficient to defend them

ſelves, the made application to Hartford and New-Ha

ven for a istance. They both ſent aid to the weaker

parts of their reſpective colonies. New-Haven ſent

help to Fairfield and Stamford, as they were much near
er to them, than to Connecticut. ſſ

AFTER a great deal of alarm and trouble the Indian

who had attempted the murder of the the woman was

delivered up and condemned to death. He was execu

ted at New-Haven. The executioner cut off his head

with a falchion : but it was cruelly done. He gave the

Indian eight blows before he effected the execution.

The Indian ſat erect and motionleſs until his head was

ſevered from his body.*

BOTH the colonies of Connecticut and New-Haven

were put to great expenſe, this year, in defending them

ſelves, and they were obliged to bear the whole charge,

as the meaſures adopted for their defence, were taken

 

F Recent' of the Coloniea, and Winthrop's Journal, p. 351.
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by the order of their reſpective legiflaturcs, and not by

the direction oſ the commiffioners.

THE unhappy diviſions which continued at WetherSa

field, occaſioned another ſettlement under the juriſdic

tion of New-Haven. As Mr. Eaton, to whom Totoket

- had been granted in 1640, had not performed the con

ditions of the grant, New-HaVen, for the accommoda

tion of a number of people at Wethersfield, made ja ſalc

of it to Mr. William Swaiu 'and others of that town.

Tth ſold it at the pricewhich it cost them, stipulating

_.with'Mr. Swain and his company, that they ſhould unite

Sept. 5.

Commiſ

tioners of

Maſſachu

ſctts claim

prece

dence.

with that colony in all the fundamental articles of gov

ernment. The ſettlement of the town immediately

commenced. 'Atthe ſame time Mr. Abraham Pierſon,

with a part of his church and congregation, from

Southampton, on LOng-Ifland, removed and united

with the people oſ Wethersfield in the ſettlement of the

town. A regular church was-ſoon formed, and Mr.

Prcrſon was choſen pastor. The town was named

Branſord. hit. Swain was the principal Planter, and 3

few years after, was choſen one of the magistrate: Of the'

colony of New-Haven, as he had previouſly been of the

colony of Connecticut.

THE meeting oſ the commiſhoners, this year, was at

Hartford. er. Simon Bradstreet and Mr. William

Hawthorne were commiſlioners from the Mnſſachuſetts,

Mr. Edward Winſlow and Mr. William Brown from

Plimouth, Cover-nor Hopkins and Mr. George Fenwicle

for Connecticut, and Governor Eaton and Mr. Thomas

Grcgſon from New-Haven. - - '

X No ſooner was the meeting opened than a propoſal

was made by the commiffioners from Maſſachuſetts, di

rected by their general court, that the commiſiioners

from that colony ſhould always have preference to the

commiſſroners of the other colonies, and be allowed 'to

ſubſcribe first, in the ſame order in which the articles

of confederation had bccn ſigned

UPON c_onſideration of the propoſal, the consmifſion'a

ZZZZFSTCMZUIUXOUUY of the opinion, that no ſuch thin

commiingn cer1 propoſed, granted or practiſed, by the

former mecirs of the other juriſdictions, in any oſ their

bed in the "lps, though the articles had_ been ſubſcri

Ghuſucs. ence of the general court of the L'Iaſſao'

CY reſolved, that the commiffiorrwas-free,
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and might not receive any thing, but what was eitpreſſ- BOOK I.

ed by the articles of confedcration, as impoſed by any WV

general court. Nevertheleſs, they determined, that, on 1644.

account of their reſpect to the Maſſachuſetts, they will

ingly granted, that their commillioners in that, and in

all future meetings, ſhould ſubſcribe first, after the preſ

ident, and the commiſlioners oſ the other colonies in

ſuch order as they were named in the articlcs 3 viz. '

Plimouth, Connecticut and New-Haven. '

THE Indians were this year almost every where trou

bleſomez and, in ſome places, in a high state of hostili

ty. ln Virginia they generally roſe and made a most

horrible maſſacre of the Engliſhff and it was imagined,

that there was a general combination, among the

ſouthern and New-England lndians, to destroy all the

colonies. The Narraganſet Indians, regardleſs of all

their covenants with the Engliſh and with Uncas, con

tinued in acts oſ constant hostility against the latter,

and ſo oppreſſed the ſachems and lndians under the pro-

fection of the Maſſachuſetts, that they were obliged to

diſpatch a party oſ men for their defence, and affistance

in ſortiſying against theſe oppreſſors.

THE commiſſloncrs immediately ſent Thomas Sta-n- Meſſage

ton, their interpreter, and Nathaniel Willet into the from the

Narraganſet and Moheagan countries, with particular Fomlet'o

instructions to their reſpective ſachems. They were Elffini

instructcd to acquaint the ſachems, that the commiſ- dians.

ſioners were then met, at Hartford, and that, if they '

Would appear and lay their reſpective grievances before

them, they would judge impartially between them :

That the commiffioners had heard the report which they

had ſpread abroad concerning Uncas, that he had taken

a ranſom, in part, for Miantonimoh, and afterwards had

put him to death ;-and that he refuſed to return the

ranſom. They were directed to aſſure them, that Un

cas utterly denied the charge : That nevertheleſs, iſ they

would go themſelves, or ſend ſome oſ their principal

men to Hartford, the commiflioners would impartially

hear this, and all other differences ſubſisting between

them and the Moheagans, and affist them in the ſettle

 

+ ln two days they maſſacrcd about 300 Virginians; many

of them were killed ſo ſuddenly and unexpectedly, that they'

knew neither the hand nor weal-tion by which they ſell.
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ſun amicablc correſpondence between the two
X . ment o

\) nations 'a

The In

lians ap

)ear be

'ore the

rommiſ

ioners

hat the darties ſhould have a ſafe paſſageſ ofici-ſartſordfwithout any injury from the Eng;

to and r cording to their inſtruCtions, they demandei

fiſh' ACqrties, that they ſhould commit no acts of hoſ

Of otk P-'nst each other in their travcls to Hartford,-nor

may agm turn to their reſpective countries ; and that all

on tl-ui'1irezzgzzinst each other's plantations ſhould ceaſe,

host-flmelje hearing and treaty propoſed. lf either of the

dunpg tſhould refuſe to go or ſend to H-artford, the trea

Pamesde 'm i638, was to be urged against them, and'

(A x-na n ngemcnts not to go to war with eachother un

t' aſ e had acquainted the Engliſh with their grievan

m ney 1 taken their advice. Directionswere given,

ces, 'zlihould be demanded of the party reſuſmg, what

thaF 'deſigns were? Whether they were for peace or

then? Whether they deſigned to perform their treatie'

wail' with the Engliſh of LIaſſachuſetts and Connecti

PC Or whether they conſidered them as all broken

' 2 ' he inter reter was char ed fully to state alliſſjſZZiiicleZto the klandians, and hgaving taken their

anſwers in writing, to read them to the ſachems, that

they might understand and acknowledge them to be the

very anſwers which they had given.

IN conſequence of this meſſage the Narraganſet In

dians ſent one of their ſachems, with other chief men,

to prove their charge againſt Uncas, and to treat with

the Engliſh.- They alſo bound themſelves to confirm

what their deputies ſhould do 'm- their name. ,Uncas

alſo made his appearance, and the

infe a full hearing of all diſſerences between the parties.

Upon hearing the caſe the commiiiioners found, that

there never had been any agreement between the Nar

raganſets and Uncas, for the redemption of Miantoni

nioh, nor any thing paid, in whole or in part, for his ran

10m. Notwithstanding they declared, that if the Nar

raganſets ſhould hereafter be able to: prove what the

had alledged against Uncas, that they would order

Xim to_ make full ſatisfadion They alſo reſolved,

t at neither the Nar

k _ raganſets nor Nehanticks ſhould
uhtif tzny War or aſiault upon Uncas, or any of his men,

and a ey ſhould make proof of the pretended ranſom,

tat Uncas had refuſed to make them ſatisfaction.

commiffioners went
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THE Narraganſet ſachem and his counſellors, upon Boort l.

conſultation together, stipulated," in behalf of the Nar-w

raganſet and Nehantick Indians, that no hostility ſhould '644

be committed against Uncas, or any of his Indians, un- Agree
til after the next year's tirſine of planting corn. They al- mentTOF

ſo covenanted, that before they began war, they would zxealzart'

give thirty days notice, either to the governor of Maſſa- g "

chuſetts or Connecticut. Thus, for the preſent, by the

vigorous and prudent exertions of the colonies and their

commiſiioners, an Indian war was prevented.

Youccns, Wiantanſe, Moughmatow and Weenaga- The

ninim, ſachems of Monhauſet and its vicinity, on Long- Long m

Ifland, with their companies, appeared before the com- and ln

miflioners, and repreſented, that they and the Long- S'BMPZ'

lſiand lndians had been tributaries to the Engliſh ever pfgtgx er

ſince the Pequot war, and that theyhad never injured the tion or

Engliſh nor the Dutch, but had been friendly to both. the colo

They therefore deſired a certificate of their relation to "m'

the Engliſh, and to be taken under the protection of the

United colonies. Upon this repreſentation, the com_

miſlioners gave them a certificate, and declared, that it

was their deſire, while they continued peaceable,and did

not intermeddle with the quarrels of other Indians, they

and their companies might enjoy ample peace, without

any disturbance from the Engliſh or any in connexion

or friendſhip with them.

IN this meeting, the commiſiioners of Maſſachuſetts Maſſachu

laid claim to part of the Pequot country, on the foot- ſctYB

ing of joint conquest. They deſired, that a diviſion of elf?"

the country might be made, or ſome way preſcribed,by ſince, e'

which the affair might be compromiſed. country.

MR. Fenwrcx, in behalf of himſelf and the noble

men and gentlemen in England, particularly interested

in the lands in question, pleaded that nothing, in their

abſence, might be determined against their title. He

inſisted, that Pequot harbour, and the lands in the ad

jacent country, were of great conſequence to the gen

tlemen interelted in the Connecticut patent. He ſaid

they had a ſpecial reſpect to them, in their conſultations,

relative to a plantation in theſe parts.

Tmz commiſſioners judged, that a convenient time Determi

. nation of
ought to be given to thoſe noble perſona es to plead the com_

their right, and that all patents, of equal aut ority, OUght mimoſh

' ' er'.
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BOOK l. .to have the ſame construction, both with reference to

WV pr0priety and juriſdiction. _

1644, THE commillioners of Maſſachuſetts alſo made claim

Clad" o,- to Waranoke, now Westfield, as lying within the limits

Maſſachſh of their pateut. Mr. Fenwick, at the ſame time, claim

jetts to ed it as covered by the pateut of Connecticut. However,

Wan- as it appeared to the commiſſioners that Mr. Fenwielt

poke' had promiſed, before this meeting, either to clear his

title to Waranoke, or ſubmit to the government oſMaſ

ſachuſetts, they determined, that Waranoke with Mr.

.Hopkins's trading houſe, and the other houſes and lands

_ in that plantation, ſhould be under the juriſdiction of

Maſſachuſetts, until it ſhould be made evident to which

colony they belonged; but that the propriety of the land

ſhould belong to the purchaſcrs, provided it ſhould not

_ exceed two thouſand actes.

Conh'ſhu' THE. reverend Mr. Shepard wrote to the commiſlion

a, ers, repreſenting the neceſſity of further aſſistance for

dam- the ſupport of ſcholars at Cambridge, whoſe parents

bridge. were needy, and deſired them to encourage a general

contribution throughthe colonics. The commiſlioners

approved the motion; and, for the encouragement of

literature, recommended it to the general courts in the

reſpective colonies, to take it into their conſideration,

and to give it general encouragement. The generaſ

courts adopted the recommendation, and contributions

of grain and proviſions were annually made, through

the United colonies, for the charitable end propoſed.

AT this meeting a plan was concerted, by the com

miſhoners, for a general trade with the Indians, byn

joint stock. It was propoſed to begin the trade with a

flock of fiveor ſix thouſand pounde, and to increaſe it

to twenty thouſand or more. It was deſigned, that

each general court ſhould approve and establiſh the trade,

with peculiar privileges, for the term of twenty years.

But it was never adopted. lt ſeems it did not comport

with the views of the general court of Mafl'achuſetts;

and this, notwithstanding the conſederation, rendered

all the determinations of the commiffioners void, which

A were not agreeable to their views and interests.

i As the' Indians were numerous, and began to learn

the uſe of fire arms, all trading with them, in any oſ the

United Colonies, in guns, ammunition, ſwords, or any

warlike instruments, direct] orindirectly, was prohibi

ted, upon the penalty of a ne of twenty times the value



CnAP.VIII. OF CONNECT-ICUT. 149

oſ the articles thus unlawfully ſold. 'I-t was alſo recom- Boox I.

mended to the ſeveral courts to prohibit all vending ofVW

arms and ammunition to the French or Dutch 3 becauſe 1544

they immediately diſpoſed of them to the Indians. Ev

ery ſmith was ſorbidden to mend a gun or any warlike

instrument for an ludian, upon a ſevere penaltyffi

SOUTH-HAMPTON on Long-liland was, by the advice

of the commiſſwners, taken under the juriſdiction of

Connccticut. - This town was ſettled in 1640. The

inhabitants ofLynn, iu Maſſachuſetts, became ſo strait

ned at home, that, about the year 1639, they contract

ed, with the agent of Lord Sterling, for a tract of land

on the west end of Long-lſland. They alſo made a

treaty with the Indians, and began a ſettlement, but the

Dutch gave them ſo much trouble, that they were 0b

liged to deſert it and remove further eastward. They

collected nearly a hundred families and made a permu

nent ſettlement at South-Hampton. By the advice of

the general court of Maſſachuſetts they entered into a

combination, among themſelves, to maintain civil

government. A number of them regularly ſormed

themſelves into church state, before they removed to

the iſland, and called Mr. Abraham Pierſon to be their

paſtor. He had been a minister in Yorkſhire in Eng

land. Upon his arrival in New-England he became a

member of the church at Boston, whence he was called

to the workof the ministry at South-Hampton.1 This

vear he removed with part of his church to Branſord.

it ſeems that they were not pleaſed that the town had

put itſelf under the juriſdiction oſ Connecticut.

THlS year a committee, conſisting of the govern- General

or, deputy governor and ſeveral other gentlemen, were conrt in

"appointed, by the general court of Connecticut, to treat APUL

with George Fenwick, Eſquire, relative to the purchaſe

oſ Saybrook ſort, and of all guns, buildings and lands

in the colony, which he, and the lords and gentlemen

interested in the patent of Connecticut, might claim.

The next December they came to an agreement with

Mr. Fenwicl: to the following effect.

U ARTICLES of agreement made and concluded be.

" twixt George Feawick, Eſquirc, of Saybrook fort,

 

- + Rccords of the United Colonie'.

1 Magnalia B. lll. p. 95.



r 50 TH E HISTO-R Y CHAP. Vlll.

BOOK I. U on the one part, and Edward Hopkins, john Haynes,

VW " John Maſon, John Steele and James Booſy, for and on

1644. U the behalſ of the juriſdiction of Connecticut river, on

Agreþ N the other part, the 5th of December 1644." .

ment "i 1, '5 Tin: ſaid George Fenwick, Eſquire, doth make

(jeorge U over to the uſe and behooſ of the juriſdiction of Con

BZLW'C'K N necticut river, to be enjoyed by them forever, the fort

1 out" V at Saybrook, with the appurtenan ces z-All the land

a upon the 'river Connecticut; and ſuch lands as are

" yet undiſpoſed of ſhall be ordered and given out by a

committee oſ five, whereof George Fenwick, Eſquire,

1' is always to be one. The ſaid George Fenwick doth

alſo promiſe, that all the lands from Narraganſet

' river to the ſort of Saybrook, mentioned in a parent

V granted by the Earl of Warwick, to certain nobles

U and gentlemen, ſhall fall in under the juriſdiction of

" Connecticut, if it come into his power."I

A a

A'In

 

* About this time died George Wyllyl, Eſquire,the venera

ble ancestor oſ the Wyllyſes in Connecticut. He was poſſeſſed

ofa tail-estate, at Knapton in the county of Vl'arwick, worth

£5oc a year. 101636, he ſent over William Gibbons, the ſtew

ard of his houſe, with twenty men, to prepare himaſcat at

Ilartſord. They purchafed,and took poſſeſiion of a fine tract

of land, erected buildings and planted a garden upon that pleaſ.

ant plat, which has ever ſince been the principal ſeat of the fam

ily. ln 1658, he came over with his houſehold; and, at the

election in 1639, was choſen into the magistracy in which he

continued, about live years, until his death. In '64r, he wan

choſen deputy governor, and in 1641, governor of the colony.

It appears from the manuſcripts oſ the family, that both he and

Mrs. VVyllys were eminently pious, living with all the exactneſs

ofthe Puritans oſthat day. From love to undeſi'ed religion and

purity in divine ordinancea and worſhip they exchanged their

pleaſant ſeat and eaſy circumstances in England, for the danger'

and hardſhips oſ a wildcrneſs in America. He left one ſon,

Samuel, about twelve years oſagc. He was educated at Cam.

bridge,where he was graduated 1653 ; and the next year was

choſen one ofthe magistrate: for Connecticut, at about twenty

two years of age. lt appears by hie manuſcripts, that he be

came deeply impreſſed with the truths and importance of reli

gion, at college, under the miniflry of Mr. Shepard ; and the

ſpirit ofhis pious par-ents deſcended upon him. He married

a daughter of Governor llaynes, who appeared equally to have

imbibed the ſpirit of her SAVlOUR. ln his manuſcripts, he de

ſcribesthe excellent examples which their parents hffiexhibited,

and the pious pains they employedin their educatlon ; teach

ing them, from childhood, to pray always in ſecret,private and

public; to veneratetbe ſabhath and the divine word ; and t'

attend all chriltian institutions and duties.
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ON the part oſ Connecticut it was flipulated, U That BOOK I.

the ſaid George Fcnwick, Eſquire, ſhould enjoy all the WV

houſingl- belonging to the ſort ſor the ſpace of ten years. 1644

--And that a certain duty on corn, biſcuit, beaver and

cattle, which ſhould be exported from the river's mouth,

ſhOuld be paid to him during the ſaid term."

UPON the 4th of February 1645, the general court of The gone.

Connecticut confirmed this agreement with Mr. Fen. ral court

wick, and paſſed an act impoling a duty of two pence Clonfi'm

per buſhel upon all grain, ſix pence upon every hundredweight of biſcuit, and a ſmall duty upon all beaver ex- ML Fen.

ported from the mouth of the river, during the term of wick,Feb.

ten years, from the first day oſ March enſuing. It was 4' 15"

alſo enacted, that an entry ſhould be made of all grain

laden on board any veſſel, of the number of buſhels,

and of the weight oſ biſcuit, and that a note of the ſame

be delivered to Mr. Fenwick, upon the penalty oſ for.

ſeiting the one half of all ſuch grain and biſcuit as

ſhould be put on board and not thus certified. The col

ony, on the whole, paid Mr. Fenwiclt £ r,6oo sterling,

merely ſor the juriſdiction right, or for the old patent

of Connecticut. The general court, the next July, or- jury no.

dered that a tax oſ two hundred pounds ſhould be levied

on the plantations in the colony, to deſray the charge of

advancing the ſortiſications at Saybrook ſort. A com

mittee was appointed, at the ſame time, to bargain with

Mr. Griffin for that purpoſe, and to make proviſion for

the immediate completion of the fortifications in view.

A letter was alſo diſpatchcd, from the court, to Mr.

Fenwick, deſiring him, if his circumstances would per

mit, to make a voyage to England, to obtain an enlarge

ment of the patent, and to promote other interests of

'he colony.

 

After bearing testimony to the great advantages of' ſuch an

ducation, and to the comfort whichthey had experienced in the

duties, in which they had bren educated, he warmly rccom.

mends them to his children and their pollcrity.

The family is ancient, and may be traccd back to the reign of

Edward the lV. more than three centuries. It has well ſup

ortcd its dignity to the preſent time. Some ofthe family have

een magistrates or ſecretaries oſthe colony, for more than I

Century and an half. May the deſcendants ever inherit it' vir

tues and honor'!

f An eld word, meaning the quantity of inhabited building"
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No-rwr'rnsranmnc the unwearied pains the com

miſſioners of the colonies, and the colonies themſelves,

had taken to prevent hostilities among the lndians, and

to preſerve the peace of the country, the perfidious Nar

raganſets were continually waging war. Peſſacus and

the Narraganſet Indians, in violation of all their treaties,

had repeatedly invaded the Mohcagan country and aſ

ſaulted Uncas in his fort. They had killed and taken

numbers oſ his men, and ſo preſſed him, that both Con

necticut and New-Haven were obliged to diſpatch par

ties of men to his affistanee, to prevent the enemy from

completely conquering him and his country.

GOVERNOR Winthrop therefore called a ſpecial meet

ing of the commiſlioners, at Boston, on the 28th of June

x645. - Governor Winthrop and Mr. Herbert Pelham

were commiffioners for Maſſachuſetts, Mr. Thomas

Prince and Mr. John Brown for Plymouth, Edward

Hopkins and George Fenwick, Eſquircs, for Connecti

cut, Governor Eaton and Mr. Stephen Goodyear for

New-Haven.

IMMEDIATELY on the mecting of the commiſlioners,

they diſpatched meſſengers into the Narraganſet and

Moheagan countries. They were charged to acquaint

the ſachems and Indians of the reſpective tribes, that if

they would go to Boston, the commiffioners would im

partially hear and determine all their differences ; and

that, however the treaty might' end, they ſhould be al

lowed to go and return in ſafety. The ſachems, at first,

ſeemed to give ſome fair ſpeeches; but finally detera

mined, that they would neither go nor ſend to Boston.

The Narraganſets inſulted and abuſed the meſſenger',

and uttered haughty and threate'zing ſpeeches against

the Engliſh. One of the ſachems declared, that he

would kill their cattle and pile them in heaps ; and that

an Engliſhman ſhould no ſooner step out at his doors

than the Indians would kill him. He declared, that

whoever began the war he would continue it ; and that

nothing ſhould ſatisſy him but the head oſ Uncas. On

the whole, the meſſengers were obliged to return with

out effecting any good purpoſe. By them Mr. William:

wrote to the commiſiioners, aſſuring them, that an In

dian war would ſoon break out; and that, as a prepara

tive, the Narraganſets had concluded a neutrality with ,

Providence and the townsupon Aquidney ifland.
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Tmzsh ftports' rbbſed the Engliſh ſpirit. 7 The' cbſſm- BOOK' 17.

niiffio'ncrs, coaſidering that the Narraganſetsl h'dd viohas

ted all' theirſtreaties, killed®a number of the Mohezgxh's, 1645.

taken other's' captive, destroyed their corn, an'd', With

great armkes; beſieged Uncks in his-fen; and' beſidn;

Zhat they, had'highly inſulttd 'the United coldnics nhdcþ

abuſed'thcik'dieſſengch, determined'that an i'ngCd'iaſitect

war with them was both 'ustiſiabte'andheeeſſary ' ' *

Howsvtn, as they wi ed to act with p'niden'ce an,

well las ſpirit, and to gite-general ſatisficticnin'nn at?

fair of 'ſuch moment, they'deſircd the-ddvice of th'e ſim'as"

gistmtes, elders and a number of the' principal'tni'litarſ

officers in the Mnffachuſetts. Theſe aſſembicd'; an *

were unanimoufly of the "dpinibn', that' thcit" engage;

ments obliged them to defend Uncas'and the' Mohca-ſi'

g'ans: that the defence which they'were obliged 't6*g*iv'e',_

according to the'common acceptatibn of ſuch c'n'gagt-f

ments, extended' not'barely to the defence of Uncas and"w

hisxmen in their fort, but to his estate and liberties; and"
that, the aid to be giÞen must-be immediate, or he ctw'ouldſſ"

be totally, ruihcd._ _ _ '_ ' ' r _

11- was therefore determi'ned, that'a wai- with v the'w'a, wffl,

Indians Ya'an just', that the' cxſeſhbuld'be stated'in' thou', the Nzr.

and war, with the rcaſbns of'it; b'e proclaimed,- A' day; _raganſe_ts
of' fasting- mdſi prayer was: appkointed'on the ſdfirth ofzdjm'mlm

Scptember. ,It was reſcihred,'T'hzifthreehundkedſmeri'c '

ſhould be ferthwhh raiſed' and ſen't against theenemya

Maflhc'huſetlchre to ſurniſh ' 190, Plimouth 'and ConL'

net-'lient 40 each,.and New-Haven 30. As thetr'o'ops"

ffom Con'necticut'and New-Haven, who had 'affisted 'm'

ffefending,Un'ca*s, the 'former att'of' the ſum'men'Wet-e.

abom- 'tore-turn to 'their reſpectwe colonies, 40 'men wercct

impreſſhd' inKthe Meſſacbuſetts, and marched 'in three'

days,- completely'_arnjed' and victuaned; Theſe were;

commended'by Humph'ry Athetton'. Ordcrs were diſ-"

phtchcdrtqlthe'trdops to benifed in 'Connccticut and

NewzHaven to join them" at Moheagan. A commiſc'

(Yon was fbrWarded to Captain Maſon' to take the comſi,

mad' of a" the troops until the whole arm)r ſhouldſ r

fbrm'ajuhctforſ. _ The chief command of the army was'

gtven to Major'Edwax-d Gibbons of'Maſſachuſctts. He'
Was ctinstructed not only to 'defend Unca's, but to in'vadc"

and distreſs the Narraganſets and Nchamticks,v with their' _

W
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L

eonſederates. He had instructions to offer them peace.

WV lſ they would receive it upon honorable terms, he, with.

3645.
his officers, had power to make a treaty with them. .. lf v

the enemy ſhould ſlee from the army and would neither .

fight nor make peace, the commander had ordersuto

build ſorts in the Nehantick and Narraganſet country *,

to which he might gather the enemy's corn and goods,

as ſar as it ſhould he in his power. , - . .

THE Narraganſets had ſent a preſent to Governor

Winthrop of Boston, deſiring that they might have

peace with the Engliſh, but wage war with Uncas, and

avenge'the death of Miantonimoh. The governor re

fuſed to receive the preſent upon ſuch terms; but the

meſſengers, by whom it was carried, urging that they

might leave it until they could conſult their ſachems, he

ſuffered it to be leſt with him. The commiſiioners order.

ed,that it 'ſhould be immediately, returned; Captain Hur

ding, 'Mr. Wilbore and Benedict Arnold were ſent inſo

the Narraganſetcountry, to return the preſent, and to'

aſſure Peſſacus, Canonicus, Janimo and the other ſa

chems oſ the Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians, that

they would neither receive their preſents, nor give them

peace, until they ſhould make ſatisfaction for past inju

ries, and give ſecurity for their peaeeable conduct for'

the future. They were to certiſy the Indians, that the

Engliſh were ready for war ; and that if war was their

choice, they would direct their affairs for that purpoſe.

At the ſame time, they had orders to aſſure them, that.

if they would make ſatisfaction for the damages which

they had done, and give ſecurity for their peaceable eon

duct, in time to come, they ſhould know, that the Eſinge

fiſh were as deſirous of the peace, and astend'cr of the
þlood oſ the Narraganſets, as they had eſiverheeſſn.v

' THE meſſengers proſecuth their 'ourney'with great '

diſpatch and brought back word, t at, Peſſacus', chief

fachem of the Narraganſets, and others ivere comingto

Boſton forthwith, veſted With ſull powers, tcto, treat .with.

the commiſſroners. The meſſengers, though ſentſion

Pprpoſc to carry back the preſent, and toaaſſure the In

diansthat the Engliſh would-not receive it, returned

Wsth 1_t t? Boſton. They alſo wroteto_,Captainctl'MaſQn_

acquamflng him, that there were hopes of peace with

thc'lndians. ' ' _ ' '
, .

. di-L)J.r.*a-ſi-.

affifi_.--->
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THE commillioners therefore, while they acknowl- BOOK I.

edged the pains and expedition with which they had ac- VW

compliſhed their journey, cenſured them, for not atten'- "N-F"

ding to their instructions. Eſpecially, they judged them

worthy of cenſure for bringing back the preſent, and

for writing to Captain Maſon. The latter they imagin

ed could have no other effect than to retard his ope

rations. ' ' '

_ THE Indians, finding that an army was coming into

the heart of their country, made haste to meet the com

miſſioners and ward off the impending blow. A few

days after the return of their meſſengers, Peſſacus,

Meekſamo, the eldest ſon of Canonicus, and Wytowaſh,

three principal ſachems of the Narraganſets, and A

waſhequen, deputy of the Nehanticks, with a large train,

' arrived at Boston.

THEY, at first, denied and excuſed many particulars

which the commillioners charged upon them. They

inſisted on the old story of the ranſom, and propoſed to

make a truce with Uncas until the next planting time,

or for a year. The commiſiioners aſſured them, that

matters were now come to a criſis, and that they would

accept of no ſuch terms. They charged the Indian ſa

chems with their perfidious breach of treaties, with the

injuries they had done to Uncas, with their inſults of

the Engliſh, and with the great trouble and expenſe to

which they had put them, to defend Uncas and

maintain the peace of the country. The Indians final

ly, though with great reluctance, acknowledged their

breach of treaties. One of the ſachems preſented the The In'

dian'

commiflioners with a stick, ſignifying, by that token, mak-or

that he ſubmitted the terms of war and peace into their peace,

hands, and wiſhed to know what they required of the

Indians. '

THE commiſſioners repreſented to them, that the

charge and trouble which they had brought on the col

onies was very great, beſides all the loſs and damages

which Uncas had ſustained. They charged all theſe

upon their infraction of the treaties which they had

made with the colonies, and with Uncas. They aſſured.

the lndians, that though two thouſand fathom of white

wampum would by no means be equal to the expenſe to

which they had put the colonies, entirely by their vio

lation of their treaiies 5 yet, to ſhow their moderation,

<'
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BOOK I. they would acceptvof that ſum-for all past damageszn It:

WV was required,that they ſhould restore to Uncas allfflthe

i645.

Articlcs

ſinned.

Dcfigns to

obtain pa

b captives and canoes which they had takeſhfromhirn'z

'thatthey ſhouldſubmitall-matters of zcontroverſy,,be_

,tweeþ_n_them and Uncas, 'go-the commiffioners atthej;

next meeting; and that theyvſhonld maintain perpetual
eacect with the Engliſh, and allvtheir ſubjects and' allies,

Finally hostages were demanded, as a ſecurity inſight:

erforinance of the treaty.'* Theſe-indeed were hard

terms. . The Indiansmade many exceptions to them i;

but a; they knew the Engliſh were vgone 'into their conn

try, andzwere fearful that hostilities would-becommenj

"ced, evenwhilc the treatywas pending, they ſubmitted

'to then), Some abatement-was made as tozthe timespayment, at first ropoſed, and it was agreed, that Un,

'ca's theuld restore td the Narraganſets all captive; and

eanqesyzwfhieh'hehadttaken from them. This gay-eme

Narraganſets and Nehantieks ſome eaſe ; 'but it away

with great reluctancerthat they finally ſigned the articles,

Nothing but the neceſſity of the caſe could' have been p

ſufficientindncement. i 1 ' * _ __

.'O_x_t_hc ,3qth of Augnsttlre articles were ſigned, and
the Indians' left vſeveral of their number, as hqstagcsz lluf

'fifthe children, who had ÞFen 'agreed ' upon- for a per:

main'an ſecurity, ſhould be delivered. A " _
' ſiTyE 'troops whieh had þeen vraiſed were diſhanded

Md the day appointed forla general fast, was celebrated
as n;day_ct_o_ſ general thgnkfgiving. - '

7' N_*n_vj__-HAVEN, this 'yearj appointed Mr. Gregſon their'

agent 19 the parliament in' England, to procure a paz'
ſi tentſſ for the colony. The court at New-[flewen Yotezl

thatit was a proper time to join with Connecticut in

procuring a patent from parliament for theſe partsd- In
aþpeactrs,ſithat both Connecticut and New-Haven', at thie'

time, had it in contemplation to obtain charters frpm
arliarncnt, £or their reſpective. jſiuriſdictions z ſſþut ſi IVIL'a

femyicl; wctho had been deſired to undertake a voyage,

for this purpoſe, in behalf of Connecticut, did not he:

cept tho-appointment, and Mr. Gregſon was lost at ſea.

In conſequence of theſe circumstances, and the state of

fiffnszin England afterwards, the buſineſs rested pntil

alter-"the restoration. '

-_
 

' Records of the United Cblonica

1- Record: &New-Haven.
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Tflls year Tunxis was named Farmington. At this Boox I.

time, there were in the colony of Connccticut eightw

taxable towns *, Hartford, Windſor, Wethersfield, 1645.

Suatford, Fairfield, Saybroolt, South-Hampton and Towns in

Farmington. In the colony of New-Haven were ſix ; &m'cfi'

New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Sonthhold, Stamſord JJ'JUÞ

and Branſord. 'en

IN '646 there was an alteration in the act reſpecting

juries. In 1644 an act paſſed authorizing the court of wis'

magistrates to increaſe or mitigate the damages given

by verdict of the jury. It was now enactetl, that what- April 6.

ever alterations ſhould be made of this kind, at any time,

ſhould be made in open court, in the preſence both oſ

theplaintiffand deſendant, or upon affidavit made, that

they had been ſummoned to appear.

A'r this court the town of Fairſield made objections

to thatpart oſ the act paſſed in 1644 which admitted of

ajury of ſix. They inſisted on twelve jurymen in all

caſes, triable'by a jury; but conſented, that eight out

of twelve ſhould bring in a verdict. It does not appear,

that a jury of ſix was ever empannclled, aſter this time.

Thelaws were ſ'oon after reviſed, and ordained a jury

oſ twelve in all caſes, which required ajury.

THE commiflioners of the United Colonies met, this

year, at New-Haven. The Dutch continuing their in

jurious conduct against the Engliſh, complaints were

made to the cpmmiſſioners, of the recent and repeated

inſults and damages which they had received from them.

Instead oſ making them the least ſatisfaction for past in

juries, they proceeded to new inſtances of inſolenoe and

abuſe. Kicſt wrote a most imperious letter to Governor Kitft's

Eaton, charging him, and the people at New-Haven, lc'tcrgnd

with an unſatiable deſire oſ poſſeſſing that which be- pmu '

longed to the Dutch nation. He affirmed, that, con

trary to ancient leagues, between the kings oſ England

and the States General, contrary to the law of nations,

and his protestations, they had, indirectly, entered upon

the limits oſ New-Netherlands. He therefore proteſ

ted against them, as breakers of the peace and disturbe"

of the public tranquillity. Indeed he proceeded ſo far

as to threaten, that iſ the Engliſh, at New-Haven, did

not restore the places which they had uſurped, and re

pair the loſſes which the Dutch had ſustained, that they

would, by ſuch means as Goo ſhould afford, recover
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them. He affirmed, that the Dutch Would not view it

as inconſistent with the public peace, but ſhould impute

all the evils, which might enſue, to the Engliſh.*

GOVERNOR Eaton replied to this letter, that the colo

ny under his government had never entered upon any

land, to which the Dutch had any known title : That,

notwithstanding all the injuries received from the Dutch,

and the very unſatisſying anſwers which their governor

had given, from time to time, the colony, in his appre

henſions, had done nothing inconſistent with the law of

GOD, the law of nations, nor with the ancient leagues

ſubſisting between England and Holland. He therefore

aſſured him, that the colonywould'cheerſnlly ſubmit all

differences, ibetween them and the Dutch, to an impar

tial hearing , and adjudication, either in Europe or A

menca. ' '

THE Dutch,at Hartford, maintained a distinct and inq

dependent government. They reſistedthc laws of the col

ony, and counteracted the natural rights of inen. ' They

inveigled an Indian woman who, having been liable to

public puniſhment, fled from her master. It was ſup

poſed, that the Dutch kept her for the purpoſe of wan

tonneſs. Though her master demanded her, as his

pr0perty, and the magistrates, as a criminal, on whom

the law ought to have its courſe, yet they would not

restore her. ' The Dutch agent at Hartſord,in the height

of diſorder, reſisted the guard. He drewhis rapier upon

the ſoldiers, and broke it upon their arms. He then eſ

caped to the ſort, and there defended himſelf with im

pnnity.

THE commiſiioners of Connecticut and New-Haven

made complaint of theſe inſults and miſdemeanors to

the commiſſioners of the United Colonies, and laid open

the whole conduct of the Dutch towards them. They

repreſented,that in anſwer to their complaints bf past

injuries, they had, instead ofſatisſaction, received noth

ing but injury and abuſe.

THE commiffioners, upon a deliberate view oſ the

caſe, wrote to the Dutch governor, stating how they had

written to him from time to time z and, in conſidera

tion of the great worth of peace, had attempted to com

 

*_ Kieft'n letter to Go'ctnor Eaton, on the record: ofthc

United Column.
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promiſe, the differences which had ſo long ſubſisted be- BOOK l.

tween the Dutch and their eonfederates. They obſer- VW

ved to the governor, that he had returned nothing but 1646.

an ignorapaus with an offenſive addition, which they expreſs to

leſt to his review and better conſideration. They sta- the D'Mh *

ted the affair at Hartſord, and obſerved, that had the gem-non

Dutch agent been ſlain, in the haughtyyaffront which

he had given, his blood would have been upon his own

head. They aſſured him, that his agent and the com

pany at Hartſord had proceeded to an intolerable state

oſconduct: That they had forcibly taken away their

cattle from authority, and made an aſſault upon a man,

who had legally ſought justice for damages, which he

had ſustained; that they struck him, and, in a hostilc

manner, took his team and loading from him. The

commiſſioners noticed the letter oſ the Dutch governor

to the colony oſ New-Haven, and manifested their ap

probation of the anſwer which Governor Eaton had giv

en. They expreſſed their hopes, that it would give ſat

isfaction. They concluded by obſerving, that, to pre

vent all inconveniences, which might ariſe from any

part oſ the premiſes, they had ſent an expreſs, by whom

they wiſhed to receive ſuch an anſwer as might ſatisfy

them of his concurrence with them, to embrace and

purſue righteouſneſs and peacc.,

SEVERAL of the Engliſh, who had traded with the

Dutch, had not been able to recover their just debts,

and Governor Kieſt would not afford them that aſſist

ance which was neceſſary for the obtaining of justice.

Mr. Whiting of Connecticut complained, That an ac

tion had been carried against him, at Manhatoes, in his

abſence, and when he had no agent to exhibit his evi

dence or plead his cauſe. He alſo made complaint,

that, upon demanding a just debt, long ſince due from

the Dutch,the governor neglected to giVe him that aſlist

ance which was neceſſary for the recovery of his right.

THE commiſſioners wrote alſo to Governor Keift on

this ſubject. They deſired him to grant Mr. Whiting

a review in the caſe ſpecified, and proper aſſistance in

the recovery oſ his debts, from the Dutch. They aſſured

him, that all the colonies would grant ſimilar favor: to

the Dutch in all their courts. Dutch let

Br their expreſs, the commiſſioners received two let- ws and '

ters from the Dutch governor, in anſwer to what they protest.
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BOOK I. had written, expreſſed in the ſame haughty and offen

Wfive strain as his former letters. He denied, that the

1646. woman, who had been detained by the Dutch, at Haſt-

ford,was a ſervarrt,with many other factswliichh'ad been'

stated by the commiſſioner's. Insteadof ſubmitting the"

affaier in diſpute to a legal deciſion, either-'7 in Europe'

o'r A'm'crica, he still threatened to avehgethe'ffnjuries of'

which he complained, by force of arms. With reſpect"*

to other matters, of ſpecial importance, he paſlied them'

without the least notice. He compared the _'c0mmiſ-'

ſioners to eagles which ſoar aloft, and always 'deſpiſe the

little fly', but he aſſured them, that the Dutch, by their

arms, would manfully purſue their rights. He then fin

iſhed his letters in this remarkable manner. U We pro

" test againſt all you commiſſloners, met at the red

U' mountd- as against breakers of the common league,

'r and alſo infringers of the rights ofthe Lords, the

" States, our ſuperiors, in that you have dared, with

" out our expreſs and ſpecial conſent, to hold your gen
cr eral meeting within the'lirnits of New-Netherlands."v

The com_ THE commiſiioners made a ſhort reply, aſſuring the'

mimoners Dutch'governor, that they could prove the facts which'

reply. they had stated to him-in their letters; and that' the®

woman, whom the Dutch had detained, was a* ſervant,

and an important part of her master's property;" that;

ſhe had fled from civil justice, and, by the confeſſion' of

Mr. David Provost, Dutch agent at Hartford, had beenL

defiled. They inſistcd, that the conduct of the Dutch,

at Hartſord, was intolerable, and' complaine'd, that' he

had given no orders to redreſs the grievancestwhiehtheyf

had mentioned. They alſo complained, that he' had?

made no reply to ſo manyimportant articles, concern-'

ing which they had written to him. With reſpect to"

the protest, with Which he had cloſed his letter', they'ob'd

ſewed, that though it was offenſiye, yet it' a rced with

tlie general' strain of his writing, and that e had no

more reaſon to protest against their boldneſs in holding

their ſeſſron at New-Haven, than they had' to protest"

against hisholdneſs in the protest which he- had-ſent?

them. After all the inſult which the contm'iffion'ers re-f

 

+ The Dutch called New-Haven, the Red *Mdnnt, the'

'Red Hilla, from the appearance of the tocks West'and1Not-th

ofthe town. -. . ,
c
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ceived from the Dutch governor, their replies were cool Boox I;

and without threatening:

dians, for the destruction of a number of the principal

inhabitants of Hartſord. Sequaſſen, a petty ſachem

upon the river, hired one oſ the Waranoke lndians to

WV

Tars year a horrid plot was concerted among the In- 1646.

Plot

against

Governor

kill Governor Hopkins, and Governor Haynes, with Hapkins,

Mr. Whiting, one of the magistrates. Sequaſſen's ha- gaynflr

tred of Uncas was unſatiable, and probably was direct

ed against theſe gentlemen on the account oſ the just

and faithful protection which they had afforded him.

The plan was, that the Waranoke Indian ſhould kill

them, and charge the murder upon Uncas, and by that

means engage the Engliſh against him to hisbruin. Aſ

ter the maſſacre of theſe gentlemen, Sequaſſen and the

murdercr were to make their eſcape to the Mohawksa

Watohibrough, the Indian hired to perpetrate the mur

der, aſter e had received ſeveral girdles oſ wampum,

as part oſ is reward, conſidering how Buſhheag, the'

Indian who attempted to kill the woman at Stamford,

had been apprehended and executed at New-Haven,

conceived that it would be dangerous to murder Eng

liſh ſachems. He alſo revolved in his mind, that iſ the

Engliſh ſhould not apprehend and kill him, he ſhould

always be afraid oſ them, and have no comfort in his

life. He alſo recollected, that the Engliſh gave a red

ward to the Indians who diſcovered andbrou ht in Buſh

heag. He therefore determined,it would be ettertodiſ

cover the plot than to be guilty oſ ſo dangerous and bloo

dy an action. In this mind he came to Hartſord, a few

days after he had received the girdles, and made known

C

the plot. Nearly at the ſame time the Waranolce ln- [ndizng

dians did much damage to the people at Windſor, bum- do dam

ing up their tar and turpentine, and destroying their

mals and instruments, to the Value oſa hundred pounde

or more. The magistrates at Hartford iſſued a warrant

and apprehended the Indian, whom they ſuppoſed to be

guilty 3 but the Indians roſe and made an aſſault upon

the officers, and reſcued the criminal from justice.

UPON complaint and evidence of theſe miſdemea.

nors, the commiſiioners ſent meſſengers to Sequaſſen

demanding his appearance at New-Haven, and they or
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wmeans, conſistent with the preſervation of his life, ſhould
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be uſed to take him. Meſſengers were alſo ſent to Wa

ranoke, to the Indians who had done the miſchief at

Windſor, with orders to ſeize the delinquents, and

bring them off, if they judged they could do it with

ſafety. Sequaſſen had art enough to keep out of their

hands, and thoſe who had done the damage could not

be found. The meſſengers were inſulted at Waranoke.

The Indians boasted of their arms, primed and cocked

their pieces, in their preſence, and threatened, that, if a

man ſhould be carried away, the lndia-ns would general-

ly riſe and fight.

THE commiſlioners, on the whole, judged it not expe

dient,in the state in which the Indians then were, to pro

- ceed any further than to refolve, that if any Indian or

Indians, of what plantation ſoever, ſhould do any dam

age to the Engliſh colonies, or to any of their inhabi

tants, that, upon due proof of it, they would, in a

peaceable manner, demand ſatisfaction. But if any

ſagamore or plantation oſ India'ns, ſhould hide, convey

away, entertain, or protect ſuch offender or offenders,

that then the Engliſh would demand ſatisfaction of ſuch

Indian ſagamore or plantation, and do themſelves justice,

as they might, upon all ſuch offenders. At the ſame

time, they declared, that they would keep peace and

amity with all other Indians. This reſolution was to

be made known to the Waranoke Indians in particular.

THE Indians, at particular times, were very miſ

chievous, and gave much trouble to all the plantations.

Sometime after the ſettlement of Milford, the Indians

there ſet all the adj zcent country on fire. It was ſup

p0ſed that their deſign was to burn the town. But the

inhabitants were ſo fortunate as to ſlop the fires at the

ſwamps and brooks which ſurround it on the west and

north. By this means the town was preſerved.

THE Mohawks, though not hostile to the Engliſh, by

coming down, and murdering the Connecticut Indians,

put the plantations in fear, and gave them not a little

trouble. Some years after the ſettlement of Milſord,

they came into the town, and ſecreted themſelves in a

ſwamp,* about half a mile eaſt of Stratford ferry, with

 

* This is known by the name of Mohawk ſwamp to the

preſent time.
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a view to ſurpriſe the Indians at the ſort. The Engliſh BOOK I.

accidentally diſcovering them, gave notice of it to the K/Y'V

Milſord Indians. They at once ſet up the war whoop, '646.

and collected ſuch numbers, that they ventured to at

tack them. The Mohawks were overpowered, and

ſeveral oſ them taken. One stout captive, the Milſord

Indians determined to kill, by famine and torture.

They stripped him naked and tied him up in the ſalt

meadows for the moſchetoes to eat and torment to

death. An Engliſhman, one Hine, finding him in this

piteous condition, looſed and ſed him, and enabled him

to make his eſcape. This very much conciliated the

Mohawks tOWnrds the Engliſh ; and eſpecially towards

the family of the Hines, whom, it is ſaid, they ever af

terwards particularly noticed, and tteated with uncom

mon friendſhip.

THE Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians neglected perfidy of

to perform any part of the treaty which they had made the Nar

the last year. They neither paid the wampum stipula- "NUN'

ted, nor met the commiſlioners, at New-Haven, to ſet

tle the differences between them and Uncas. They

neither restored the captives nor canoes taken from

him, nor made him any compenſation for the damages

which they had done him. They had attempted to de

ceive the Engliſh with reſpect to the hostages. Instead

of the children of their ſachems and chieſ men, whom

they agreed to deliver, they made an attemptto impoſe up

on them children of the lowest rank. Even to this time,

they had not brought thoſe whom they had promiſed.

They were still intriguing with the Mohawks; and,by

preſents and various arts, attempting to engage them

against the Engliſh colonies. The commiffioners judg-x

ed, that they had just occaſion to avenge the injuries

which they had received, and to ſeek a recompence by

force of arms. However, that they might ſhow their

love oſ peace, and their ſorbearance towards theſe bar

barians, they diſpatched another meſſage to them. In

this a full repreſentation was made of theſe particulars.

They were aſſured, that the commiflioners were appri

zed of their intrigues, and that, in the eyes oſ all the

colonies, they had rendered themſelves a perfidious

people.

THE war between the Dutch and Indians continu

ing, a great and general battle was ſought between
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them in that part of Horſeneck commonly known by

the name of Strickland's plain. The action was long

and ſevere, both parties fighting with firmneſs and ob

stinacy. The Dutch, with much difficulty, kept the

field, and the lndians withdrew. Great numbers were

flain on both ſides, and the graves of the dead, for a cen

tury or more, appeared like a number of ſmall hillsj

New-Haven, having been exceedingly diſappointed

in trade, and ſustained great damages at Delaware, and

the large estates which they brought into New-England

rapidly declining, this year, made uncommon exertions,

as far as poſſible, to retrieve their former loffes.

bining their money and labors, they built a ſhip, at

Rhode-Illand, of 1 so tons; and freighted her, for

England, with the best part of their commercial estates.

Mr. Gregſon, Captain Turner Mr. Lamberton and five

or ſix of their principal men embarked on board. They

ſailed from New-Haven in January 1647. They

were obliged to 'cut through the ice tq get out of the

harbour. The ſhip ſoundered at ſea, and was never

heard of after ſhe ſailed. The loſs of this ſhip, with

the former loſſes which the company had ſustained,broke

up all their expectation with reſpect to trade, and as

they conceived themſelves diſadvantageoufly ſituated for

huſbandry, they adopted the deſign of leaving the coun

ny. They were invited to jamaica in the West-In

dies. They had alſo an invitation to Ireland. It ſeem'

they entered into treaties for the city of Galloway,

which they deſigned to have ſettled, as a ſmall province

ſci- themſelves: Nevertheleſs they were diſappointed

'with reſpect to all theſe deſigns. Their posterity, who

they feared Would be reduced to beggarymiade reſpecta

ble farmers, and flouriſhed, with reſpect to worldly cir

cumstances, no leſs than their neighbours.

AT the election, this year, at Hartford, nine magiſ

trates were choſen. Mr. Coſmore and Mr. Howe were

eleaed for the first time. The other magistrate: were

the ſame as in the preceding years.

Arthis ſellion of the general court, an explanation

or addition was made to the tenth fundamentall article.

By this article, as it stood, it was the opinion of ſome,

 

+ Manuſcript' of the Rev. St hen Monſpn.
I Magnaiid Bel. p- 15, 36. ep '

Com- -
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that no particular court could be holden,unleſs the gover- Boort l.

nor and four magistrates were preſent. It was therefore VW

decreed,' that the governor, or dcputy governor, with u'47

two magistrates ſhould have power to keep a particular

court, according to the laWs establiſhed z and, that in

caſe neither the governor, nor deputy governor ſhould

be preſent, or able to ſit, if three magistratcs ſhould

meet, and chooſe one of themſelves moderator, they

might keep a particular court, which, to all intents and

purpoſes, ſhould be deemed as legal, as if the governor

or deputy governor were preſent. All orders contrary

to this were repealed.+

As tobacco, about this time, was coming into uſe, in

the colony, a very curious law was made for its regula- fight,

tion, or ſuppreſſion. It was ordered, that no perſon th. uſe of

under twenty years of age, nor any other, who had not tobacco.

already accustomed himſelf to the uſe of it, ſhould take

any tobacco until he had obtained a certificate from

under the hand of an approved phyſician, that it was

uſeful for him, and until he had alſo obtained a licence

from the court. All others, who had addicted them

ſelves to the uſe of it, were prohibited from taking it,

in any company, or at their labors, or in travelling, un

leſs ten miles, at least, from any company; and though

not in company, not more than once a day, upon pain

of a fine of ſix-pence for every ſuch offence. One ſub

stantial witneſs was to be a ſufficient proof of the crime.

The constables of the ſeveral towns were to make pre

ſentment to the particular courts, and it was ordered,

that the fine ſhould bepaid without gainſaying.l]

A'r a court in June, it was ordered, that the fort and Junz z;

guns at Saybrook ſhould be delivered to Captain John

Maſon, and that he ſhould give Mr. Fenwick a receipt

for the premiſes. At the deſire of the people there,

Captain Maſon was appointed to the chief command of

the fort; and was authorized to govern all the ſoldier'

and inhabitants of the town ; to call them forth and put

them in ſuch array, as might be neceſſary for the gen

eral defence of the country. Order: were given, that

 

* The enafling stile, before the charter, was, It i' ordered,

ſentenced,and decreed. Sometimes one of the word' only

was uſed.

+ Records of Connecticutffiolio Vol. I. p. 16', '63.

I Record' of Conneaicut.
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the fortifications ſhould he repaired, and that the couſh

try rate of Saybrook, ſhould be appropriated to that

purpoſe.

THis court granted to the ſoldiers of the reſpective

train bands in the colony the privilege oſ chooſing their

own officers, to be commiſſioned by the court.

THE conduct of the Narraganſct and Nehantick In

dians was ſo treacherous and hostile, that in midſum

mer, an extraordinary meeting of the commiſſioners was

called at Boston. The commiſſioners were Thomas

Dudlcy and John Endicot, Eſquircs, from Maſſachu

ſetts, Mr. William Bradſord and Mr. John Brown

from Plimouth, Governor Hopkins and Captain

John Maſon from Connecticut, Governor Eaton and

Mr. Goodycar from New-Haven. Thomas Dudlcy

was choſen preſident.

THE Narraganſet and Nehantick lndians had not on

ly neglected the performance of every part of their trea

ties with the Engliſh, but were, by all their arts, plot

ting against them. By their wampum they were hir

ing all the Indian nations round about them to combine

against thc colonies. They had ſent meſſengers and

preſents to the Mohawks to engage them in the general

conſederacy. As this faithleſs conduct was the occa

fion oſ the meeting, the commiſſioners immediately diſ

patched meſſengers to Peſſacus, Ninigrate, VVebeto

maug, and all their confederates, to declare to them

their breach of covenant, and to demand their atten

dance at Boston. The meſſengers were instructed to

aſſure them, that iſ they did not appear, they would

ſend to them no more. Peſſacus owned, that he had

broken covenant, and ſaid it was the constant grief of

his ſpirit. He pretended he would gladly go to Bostou,

but he was unwell and could not travel. This was a

mere pretence, as there were no appearances oſ indiſpo

lition upon him. He excuſed himſelf for not keeping

the treaty, becauſe he was frighted into it by the ſight

oſ the Engliſh army which was about to invade his

country. He repreſented, that he was in fear, if he did

not make it, the Engliſh would ſollow him home and

kill him. He declared however, that he would ſend his

whole mind by Ninigrate, and that he would abide b

whatever he ſhould tranſact in the aſſair. -
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ON the 3d of August, Ninigrate, with two of Peſſa- BOOK l.

cus's men, and a number of the Nehantick Indians, ar- L/'N

rived at Boston. When Ninigrate came before the com- 1647

miſlioners, he pretended great ignorance of the treaties Ninzgnte

between the Engliſh and the Indians. He declared, appe ara

that he knew no cauſe why thc Narraganſcts ſhould pay b<f0'®_*h3

ſo much wampum. He ſaid they owed nothing to the Fochf'

Engliſh. The commiflioners acquainted him, that it 'on ſi

was on account of their breach of treaty, and the great

charge which, by that means, they had brought on the

colonies, that the Narraganſets engaged to pay ſuch a

quantity. Well knowing his deceit, they charged him

as being the very man who had been the principal cauſe

oſ all their trouble and expenſe relative to the lndians.

They declared to him, that he was the ſachem who had

threatened to pile their cattle in heaps, and to kill every

Engliſhman who ſhould ſtep out at his doors. At ſo

home a charge, which he could not deny, he was not a.

little chagrined. However, he excuſed the matter with

as much art as poſſible. With reſpect to the wampum,

he declared, that the Narraganſets had not a ſufficiency

to pay the ſum required. The commiffioners knew that

the Narraganſets werea great nation, and that they

could, at any time, upon ſhort notice, pay a greater

amount than they demanded. They conſidered the de

mand nor only as their just due, but as matter of policy,

as ſat as was conſistent with justice, to strip them of

their wampum, to prevent their hiring the Mohawks .

and other lndians to join with them, in a general war,

against the colonies. They therefore inſisted, that the

whole ſum ſhould be paid. They declared to him, that

they were not ſatisfied with his anſwers. Ninigrate,af

ter he had taken time to conſult with his council, the

other deputies who were with him,anſwered,that he was

determined to give the colonics full ſatisfaction. He deſi

red ten days to ſend meſſengers to Narraganſet to collect

the wampum due, and offered himſelf a hostage until

their return. The meſſengers returned with no more

than two hundred fathom. Ninigratc imputed this to his

abſence. He deſired liberty to return, promiſing, that

if the whole ſum ſhould not be paid by the next ſpring',

the commiſſioners might take his head and ſeize his

Country. The commiſſioners agreed with him, that if

within twenty days he would deliver a thouſand fathom
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Boox I. of wampum, and the remainder which was due, by the

WV next planting time, they would diſmiſs him. They al

1647.
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ſo, for his encouragement,acquainted him, that although

they might juſtly put the'hostages to death, for their de

lays and breach of covenant, yet they would forthwith

deliver them to him 5 and if they ſhould find him punc

tual to his engagernents, they would charge former de

fects to Peſſacus. Theſe terms he gladly accepted.

THE commiſſioners from Connecticut, the last year,

made complaint, that Mr. Pyncheon and the inhabitant'

at Springfield refuſed to pay the impost which had been

impoſed by Connecticut for the maintenance oſ the fort

at Saybrook. The commiflioners judged, that the fort

Was of great conſequence to the towns on the river;

but, as the affair of the impost had not been laid before

the general court of Maſſachuſetts, and as the commiſ

ſioners of that colony had no instructions reſpecting it,

a full hearing had been deferred to this meeting.

Munwmm; the general court of the Maſſachuſetts

had taken up the affair, and paſſed a number of reſolu

tions reſpecting the impost. Theſe are a curioſity, ex

hibiting a lively picture of human nature, and in the

courſe of conduct conſcquent upon them, will afford a

general ſpecimen oſ the manner in which the Maſſa

ehuſetts anciently treated her ſister colonies. The reſ

olutions were, at this meeting, laid before the commiſu

flowers, and were to the following effect.

I. THAT thejuriſdiction at Hartſord had not a legal

power to force any inhabitant of another juriſdiction,

to purchaſe any ſort or lands out of their juriſdiction.

2. THAT it was injurious to require custom for the

maintenance of a fort which is not uſeful to thoſe of

whom it was demanded.

, 3. THAT it was unequal for Connectieut to impoſe a

'uitom upon their friends and conſederates, who have

no more benefit of the river, by the exporting or import

ing of goods, than strangers of another nation, who,

though they lived in Hartford, paid none.

a 4. THAT the propounding and standing upon' an im

polition of custom, to be paid at the river's mouth, by

ſuch as were of our juriſdiction, hindered our confesſe

ration ten years, and there was never any paid to thi'

day, and that now to impoſe it upon them, after their

Mederation, would put them upon new thoughte.
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5. THAT it appeared to them very hard, that any of BOOK I.

their juriſdiction ſhould be forced to ſucha diſadvantage, WV

as would neceſſarily enſlave their posterity, by impoſing 1647.

ſuch rates and customs, as would either constrain them

to depart their habitations or weaken their estates; eſ

pecially as they were with the first who took poſſeſſwn

of the river, and were at great charge of building, &e.

which iſ they had foreſecn, they would 'not have made a

plantation at that place.

6. IF Hartſord juriſdiction ſhall malre uſe oſ their

power over any of ours, we have the ſame power to

imitate them in the like kind, which they deſired might

be forborne on both ſides. Theſe reſolutions were ſign

ed by the ſecretary oſ the colony.

MR. Horxms replied, in behalf of Connecticut, that
Governor

the first article labored under a great mistake: That Hopkim'.

the impoſrtion 'was neither to buy lands nor the ſort. reply to

He obſerved alſo, that it was not material to what pure the reſo

poſe an impost was applied, iſ it were lawful in itſelf.

and did not exceed the bounds of moderation. With

reſpect to the ſecond article, he ſaid, that it impcacbed

all states and nations of injustice no leſs than Connecti

cut : That their practice, in all' ſimilar caſes, warranted

the impost. He urged, that, for twelve years, the for'

at Saybrool: had been of ſpecial ſervice to Springſieldi

and that it was ſo still, and might be for a number of

years to come.

ly just, that the inhabitants of that town ſhould pay the

impost. He ſaid he was willing to riſk the caſe, and

have it decided, on the principles of strict justice. The

third article, he obſerved, was a mere preſumption, and

had no just foundation ; beſides if it were ſounded, he

argued, that the compariſon was not equal. The whole

oſ the fourth article, he ſaid, was a mistake : That the

confederation was completed in about five years from

the first mentioning of it, and that it was not retarded

by the means ſuggested, nor were they ever mentioned;

With reference to the fifth article, he replied, that all

taxes weakened estates, and iſ this were a groundof ob

jection against the impost, then notax or impost could

ever be laid. He infisted, that the impost was just and

moderate, and therefore could not enſlave the inhabi

tants of Springfield. The Ywns in Connecticut, lu ob-_

He therefore inſistcd, that it was strict- -'

lution'.
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Boox I.Z ſerved, were ſetded before Springfield, and that town

w had been at no expenſe in making ſettlements more

'547r than the towns in Connecticut. He ſaid, if Connecti

cut, at any time, ſhould become exorbitant in its impoſi

tions upon any of the colonies, they would find arem

edy in the confedcration. With reference to the last_

article, he declared his willingneſs, in all ſimilar caſes,

to ſubmit to the like impoſition. ' _ "1 2- -

THE commiſſioners, upon a full hearing, determined,

Dctcrmi- that it was of weighty conſideration to all the planta

"gmo' Of tions upon the river, that the mouth of it ſhould be ſe

cured, and a ſafe paſſage for goods, up. and. down the

"5, river, be' maintained, though at ſome expenſe'; and,

* that as Springfield enjo ed the benefit, the inhabitants

_, m _.,_ .. ſhould pay the impost o two pence per buſhelfor corn,

, ,,;_-,._ e and a penny on the pound for beaver, or' twenty ſhil-e

.>- .-! * lings upon every hogſhead. Nevcrtheleſs,'out 'of reſ

'L'h- 1 pect andrtendbrneſs to the Maſſachuſetts, it was reſol

""'* * r' ved, that Springfield, or the general court, might. have

the liberty oſ exhibiting further reaſons against tho im

þost, iſ any ſhould occur. ' . . m = rx r

, 'AT this meeting Mr. John Winthrop of PequOt laid

him' claim to the whole country of the western Nehanticks,

Chin? to including a conſiderable part of the townuſ Lime. .- He

the Nc- repreſented, that he obtained the title to-'this large' tract,

liantick partly by purchaſe and partly by deed oſgiſt, before the

WWWY' Pequot war. He petitioned the commiffioners to this

effect, U Whereas l had the land at Nchantick by deed

ſ' of gift and purchaſe from the ſachem, before the Pe<

" quot war, l deſire the commiſſroners Would . con-firm

fl it unto me, and clearit of all claims of Engliſh and

'5 Indians, according to the equity of the caſefl As

he had no deed nor writing reſpectingv the'land, he pro

duced the testimony ofthree Nehantickinclians.v They

testified, that before the Pequot war, Saſhions, their

ſachem, called all his men together and told them, that

he was determined to give his country to the governor's

ſon, who lived at Pattaquaſſet,* and that his men gave

their conſent: That afterwards he went to Mr. Win

throp, at Pattaquaſſet, and when he came back, ſaid,

that he had granted all his country to the governor's ſon -,

'* This is ſometimes ſpelt Pamaquaſſet, 'nd was, I ſuppoſe.

the Indian name of Saybrook.
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and. alſo that he had received coats for it, which the BOOK I.

ſaw him bring home. Three Engliſhmen alſo testifie ,that they had heard the Indians report the ſame con- 1647.

cerning the grant oſ the Nehantickl- country to Mr.

Winthrop. Thomas Stanton depoſed, that he remem

bered Saſhions, ſachcm of the Nehanticks, did give his

country to Mr. John Winthrop, before the Pequot war,

and that he was interpreter in that buſineſs.

Tm; commiflioners of Connecticut pleaded against R 1 f

the claim of Mr. Winthrop, that his purchaſe bore no cgfin{3_

date, that the tract pretended to be purchaſed or given, icuz to hiz

was not circumſcribed within any limits, and that it did claim.

not appear, that the Indian, who granted the lands, had

any right in them: That the grant was verbal and at

most could be but a vague buſineſs. They alſo urged,

that it did not appear, but that Mr. Winthrop purcha

ſed the lands for the noblemen and gentlemen, in whoſe

ſervice he was, at that time, employed; and, that as

the lands had beenconquered, at the hazard and expenſe

of Connecticut, before Mr. Winthrop made known his

claim, whatever it was, it was then dormant and of no

validity. They further inſisted, that, as they were not

prepared to give a full anſwer, no deciſion might be

made, until Connecticut ſhould be fully heard with reſ

pect to the premiſes. ' ' .

THE commiſſioners declined any deciſion of the con

troverſy z but it does not appear, that Mr. Winthrop

ever after proſecuted his claim. As it ſeems Mr. Win

throp, about this time, had a deſign oſpurchaſing Long.

Iſland, the eommiflioners took occaſion to premoniſh

him, that the lfland was already under engagements,

for conſiderable ſums of money, to a number of perſons,

in Connecticut and New-Haven. They repreſented to

him, that any title, which might be derived from Mr.

Cope, would be very precariouz, as he had confeſſed a

ſhort time before his death.1; .

THE commiſlioners, this year, brought in the number gaue

of polls in the ſeveral colonies, and made a ſettlement ment of

of their accounts. The whole expenditure oſ the con- accounts.

federates was £ 1043 : to : o. There was due to Con

necticut£ r 55: r 7: 7,which the colony had expended in
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the general defence, more than its proportion. New

Haven had expended 7: o: o more than its proportion.

This was excluſive o all the expenſe, which theſe two

colonies had borne in defending themſelves against the

Indians at Stamford and its vincinity, and in attempting

to bring the murderers of the Engliſh to condign puniſh

ment. Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth paid the balance

to Connecticut and New-Haven.

On the a7th of May, Peter Stuyveſant, who the last

year had been appointed governor oſNew-Netherlands,

arrived at Manhadoes and commenced his government

oſ the Dutch ſettlements. The commiſſroners wrote

him a long letter of congratulation. They complained

alſo, that the Dutch ſold arms and ammunition to the

Indians, and even in the Engliſh plantations. They

deſired, that an immediate stop might be put to ſo dan

gerous a trade. They made complaint alſo, that the

Dutch had laid ſo ſevere an impost upon all goods as

greatly diſcouraged trading with them, while all the

hat-hours in the United colonies were open and free to

them. As the Dutch alſo impoſed heavy fines or for

ſeitures for miſentries, or defect in commiſiions, the

commiſlioners deſired to be made particularly acquainted

with their customs.

Tms winter, the fort and buildings at Saybrook un

accountably took fire, and, with ſome goods, were de

stroyed. Captain Maſon, with his wiſe and child, nar

rowly eſcaped-the conſiagration. The damage was eſ

timated at more than a thouſand pounds.
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SZTTLBMENT. aſ New-London.

to civil gfficcrr. Trouble: 'wit/2 the Narraganſet In
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Rſſhlutian reſpecting them. IPIr. [Veſſcrbattſt petition:

to make' r'priſizlr from the Dutch. Letter to the Dutch

governor. Farther altercation; reſpccting the impgst.

Fine] iſſue eſt/dat affair. The con-lar? aft/Je Mtſſc/m

flits upon it: (leg/ſon, and ib' declaration of the rammiſ

ſionerr reſpectng it. Their treatment Carmectirut reſ

pecti'ig the li'u bet-wem th' colonieſ. The ram-t at Con

necticut determine to avenge t/n deatli afj'actm Iſſbitmore,

and detatb 'ne/1 to tal-e t}.*c mura'crtr.

HE last year ſeveral perſons began ſettlements at

Pequot harbOUr. Lots wcrc laid out to them,

but part of them were ſoon diſcouraged, and left the

plantation. This year Mr. Richard Blinman, who had

been a minister in England, removed from Gloucester

to this new ſettlement ; in conſequence of which a con

ſiderable addition was made to the number who had

kept their station. By the next year, 1648, there was

ſuch an acceſlion, that the inhabitants conſisted of more

than forty families. Some of the principal men were

John Winthrop, Eſquire, the Reverend Mr. Blinman,

Thomas Minor, Samuel Lothrop, Robert Allyn and

James Avery. For their eneouragement, the general

court granted them a three years exemption from all

colonial taxation. Mr. Winthrop was authorizcd to

ſuperintend the affairs of the plantation. The next

year a court was appointed for the trial of ſmall cauſes.

The judges were Mr. Winthrop, Thomas Minot and

Samuel Lothrop. The Indian name of the place was

Nameaug, alias Towawog. In 1654, the whole tract,

now compriſed within the towns of New-London and

Groton, was called Pequot, from the name of the har

bour and original inhabitants. By this it was known

for about four years. On the 24th of March 1658,

the aſſembly paſſed an act reſpectingit, which is ſo cu

rious, and expreffivc of the feelings of our ancestors

towards their native country, as renders it worthy of

publication.

N WHERBAS it hath been the commendable practice

of the inhabitants of all the colonies of theſe parts,

thatas this country hath its denomination from our

dear native country of England, and thence is called

X

of moſt new plantations, have given names to thoſe

Boox I.

\-'\r\_l
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New
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New-England ; ſo the planters, in their first ſettling its name.
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V plantations of ſome cities and' towns in England,

thereby intcnding to keep up, and leave to posteritjy

the memorial oſ ſeveral places of note there, as Bo -

ton, Hartſord, Windſor, York, Ipſwich, Braintrce,

Exeter; this court conſidering, that there hath yet

no place in any of the colonies, been named in mem

ory of the city of London, there being a new planta

tion within this juriſdiction of Connecticut, ſettled

upon that fair river Lloheagan, in the Pequot coun- _

try, being an excellent harbour and a ſit and conven

icnt place for future trade, it being alſo the only'place

which the Engliſh in theſe parts have poſſeſſed by con- -

quest, and that upon a very just war, upon that great

and warlike people, the Pequots, that therefore they

might thereby leave to posterity the memory of that

renowned city of London, from whence we had our

tranſportation, have thought ſit, in honor to that fay

mous city to call the ſaid plantation NEw-LONDoN."

The name of the river was alſo' changed and called the

'l'hames.1- 7 . ..

UNTIL this time the governors and magistrates ap

pear to have ſerved the people for the honor of it, and

the public good- The general court took the affair in

to their conſideration, and granted the governor£30 an

nually. The ſame ſum was alſo votcd for the. deputy

governor, who had preſided the preceding year. ' Thoſe

appear to have been the first ſalaries given to any civil

officers in the eolony, and to have been a compenſation

for the expenſe of the office, rather than for the ſervice

performed.

Upon the election at Hartford, Mr. Hopltins was

choſen governor and Mr. , Ludlow, deputy governor.

Mr. Haynes ſupplied the vacancy made by the advance

-ment of Mr. Ludlow, and Mr. Cullick was elected ma

gistrate and ſecretary in the place of Mr. Whiting.

_ IN September the commiffioners of the United colo

nies converted at Plimouth. They- were John Endicot

i'

I'

(I

I'

'I '
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8'

((

'i

I

'r *

u

t '\
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iu

u

p and Simon Bradstreet, from Maſſachuſetts; William

Bradford and Jown Brown from Plimouth; Govemor

Hopluns and Roger Ludlow, from Connecticut; Gow

ernor Laton and William Astwdod, from NevnHaven.

 

't Rceords of Connecticut and New-London.
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Tm: Indians, both in the Nehanticlt and Narragan- Boox I.

ſet country,and in the western parts of Connecticut, hadw

been more perfidious and outrageous this year than at 1648.

any time ſince the Pequ0t War. The Narraganſets and perfidy of

Nehanticks, instead of performing the fair promiſes the Nar

which they had made, the laſl:I year, and of paying the ſagzmſct

wampum, which had been ſo' long due, hired the Mo- "NNW" -

hawks and the Pocomtock Indians tounite withthemin 1'

an exþedition for the total destruction of Uncas and the

Moheagans. The Pocomtoclts made preparation and

aſſembled for the purpoſe. They waited ſeveral days

for the arrival oſ the Mohawks who were to have join

ed them at that place. The Narraganſets and Nehan

ticks' removed their old men, women and children into

ſwamps and fastneſſes, and prepared an army of 800

men, who were to form a junction with the Mohawks

and Pocomtock Indians, in Connecticut, near the Mo

heagans.

- Tne governor and council, apprized of their deſigns,

diſpatched Thomas Stanton, their interpreter, and oth

ers to Pocomtock. They found the Pocomtoclts actu

ally met in arms, and waiting for the arrival of the Moa

hawks. It was repreſented, that the Mohawks had

four hundred ſirc arms, and a plenty of ammunition.

The Pocomtocks acknowledged, that they had been hi

red by the Narraganſets. Such a. confederac 'was

alarming to the colony. What ſuch an armyo ſava- - ſ

ges'might effect could not be determined. It was dan

gerous to ſuffer them to march through the colony and.

form a'junction near the'plantations. Several happy

circumstances united their influence to frustrate this

formidable combination. The early diſcovery of the

deſigns of the enemy, by the people of Connecticut,

and the precautions which were taken, had a great eſ

fect. . The Pocomtocks and Mohawks were aſſured,

that theEngliſh would defend Uncas against all his en

emies, and would avenge all injuries which they ſhould

do him, The Mohawks had one or two of their ſn

chem' anda number of their men killed by the French.

They therefore did not come on. The Pocomtock In

dians did not chooſe to march without them; and the

Narraganſets, thus deſerted, were afraid to proceed.

Thus the expedition ſailed.
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THE Narmganſets not only'plottc'd against the United

colonies, but committed many outragcs against the peo

ple of Rhode-lfland. They made forcible entries into

their houſes, struck and abuſed the' owners, stole and

purloined their goods. 'At Warwiclt eſpecially, they

were exceedingly troubleſome. They killed, in that

plantation, about a hundred cattle, excluſive of other

injuries Which they-did' to the inhabitants. Indeed the

Rhode-Illanders were ſo harraflizd, that they made ap

plication, by their repreſentatives, to the commiſlioners,

to be admitted to the conſederation of the United colo

mes.

Tm: commiſſioners replied, that they ſound theii

preſent state to be full of confuſion and danger, and that

they were deſirous of giving them both advice and help.

They however obſerved, that as the plantation, made at

Rhode-Illand, ſell within the limits oſ the ancient patent

granted to the colony oſ New-Plimouth, they could not

receive them as a distinct conſederate. They repreſent

ed, that it was the deſign of the honorable committee of

parliament, that the limits of that colony ſhould not be

abrulged or inſringed. They propoſed, that if the

Rhode-Iflanders would acknowledge themſelves to be

Within the limits of Plimouth colony, they would adviſe

how they might be received, on equitable terms, with a

tender regard for their convenience; and that they

W0\_l1d afford them the ſame advice and protection,

which they did the other plantations within the United

colomes. -

rHE commiſſioners ſent meſſengers again to the Nar

raganſet and Nehantielt Indians to charge their treache

ry uPon them, rcmonstrate against their conduct, and

demand rhearrearages of wampum which were yet un.

Iffiud- Their outrages against the inhabitants of Rhode

and were particularly noticed, and the ſachems were

PcNmPtonly charged to keep their men under better

Thiemmem- The colonies wiſhed to erhibit all for

thcrancc towards the Indians, and, iſ poſſible, to preſerve

Peace of the country. They choſe ratherto restrain

th - _weopstives by policy and the arts oſ peace, than by the

T A

pleflendgenſnal court of Maſſachuſdts was, by no meane,

the last With the determination oſ the commiſſmers,

Year' TClative to the impost to be paid at Say
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brook. A committee was therefore appointed to

draught an anſWer to the obſervations and pleadings oſ

Governor Hopkins before the commiſiioners, at their

former ſeſſions.

THE committee introduced their anſwer with a num

ber of questions relative to the articles of conſederation.

Some were calculated to make nothing of them, and ex

hibit them in a point of light entirely contemptible.

Others related to the power oſ the commiſiioners, and

to the degree in which obedience was due to their de

terminations. They en uired whether a nonmmpli

ance with the orders of t e commiflioners would be a

breach of the articles of confederation? They eom-J

plained, that they had not a greater number of commiſa.

ſioners, as Maſſachuſetts was much larger than the oth

er colonies. They propoſed, that they ſhould have the

privilege of ſending three commiflioners, and that the

meetings of the confederates ſhould be triennlal. They'
ſithen proceeded to a large reply to the ar uments of Gov'

emor Hopkins; and attempted to vin icate the reaſons

which they_ had iven before a ainst the impost. In

addition to what ey had forme-gy offered, they endeav

oured to ſhow, that if Springfield was benefitted, by the

fort at Saybrook, and ought to pay the impost on that

account, that New-Haven, Stamford, and all the tom:

on that ſide of the river, ought to pay it no leſs; bei

cauſe they had been already benefitted and might he

hereafter. Since this was the caſe, asithey pleaded,

they objected against the commiſſtoners of New-Haven,

as diſqualified to judge in the cauſe. They alſo object.

ed against the deciſion oſ the commiſſioners, becauſe it.

was made, as they ſaid, withouta ſight of the Conhecta

icut patent. They inſisted, that if the potent had been

produced, there mi ht have been ſome clauſe which

Would have helped t eir caſe. The committee pleaded

a priority of poſſeffion. They affirmed, that the firſt

poſſeffion of Saybrook ſort was taken by Mr. John Win

throp, in November 163 5 ; and our oſſeſſlon was be;

fore that : for thoſe who Went from atertown, Cam

bridge, Roxbury and Dorchelter, the ſummer before,

took poſſeffion in our name and right 3 and had a com

miſiion of government from us, and ſome ordnance for

their defence. And in this ſtate they remained a good

Z
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Doox I. ſpace. In fine they urged, that if the impost were

w lawful it was not expedient; that they could view it in

1648: no other light than as a bone of contention, to inter

rupt their happy union and brotherly love. Indeed.

they repreſented, that it laid them under temptations

to help themſelves in ſome other way. This was adopt

ed by the general court.

Govzanon Hopkins and Mr. Ludlow inſisted on the

fifffly Of anſwers which hadlbeen given, the last year, to the ar

mielffgnnxrs guments of the general court of the Maſſachuſetts.

of con. They attempted to ſhow, that, notwithstanding all

necticut. which had been urged, the arguments in favor of the
iſimpost remained unanſwered, and in their full force.

They obſerved, that whatever propoſitions might have

been made, by the Maſſachuſetts, in 1638, with reſpect

to the exemption of plantations under their government.

. from an impost, nothing was ever granted upon that

head: That affairs were now in a very different state

from what they were at the time of the confederation.

They urged, that now the charge of the fort and: garri

ſon, at Saybrook, lay upon the colony; which was not.

the caſe at that time z and, that nothing could be fairly

pleaded from the circumstances in which the colonics.

confederated.

WiTH reſpect to priority of right, and the commiſ

ſion which had been mentioned they obſerved, that the

commiſſion of government was taken ſhleure of the

interest of the gentlemen who had the patent of Con

necticut, this commiſiion taking riſe from the deſire of

the people that removed, who judged it inexpedient to

go away without an frame of government, not from

any claim of the Ma 'achuſetts juriſdiction over them by

virtue of patent. .

WiTH reference to the deciſion of the comnu'ſlioners

without ſeeing the Connecticut parent, they obſerved,

that a copy of it was exhibited at the time of the con

federation, that it had been well known to many, and

that the Maſi'achuſetts in particular knew, thatit had re

cently been owned by the honor-able, committee of par

liament, and that equal reſpect and power had been

given by it to all within its limits, as had been either to

Maſſachuſetts or Plimouth, within the limits of, their

reſpective patents.
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As to the inexpediency of 'the impost, as tending to Boox I.

disturb the peace and brotherly love ſubſisting between L/VV

the colonies, they replied, that it was their hope and 1648.

earnest deſire, that in all the proceedings of the confed

cration, truth and peace might embrace each other.

But they infisted, that pleading for truth and righteouſ

neſs oug'ht, by no means, to disturb peace or brother]

affection. Indeed they maintained, that things whic

were rational, and conſistent with truth and righteouſ

neſs, ſhould never be an occaſion of offence to any.

THE commiſiioners of Connecticut, at this time, pro

duced an authentic copy of their patcnt, and Governor

Hoplrins offered to attest it upon oath. As this was the

third year ſince the affair of the impost had been litiga

ted before the commiſiioners, it was urged, that it might

have a final iſſue, agreeable to truth and righteouſneſs.

Governor Hopkins and Mr. Ludlow diſputed the ſouth

em boundary of Maſſachuſetts. and claimed Springfield

as lying within the limits deſcribed in the patent of

Connecticut.

'THE commiffioners ud ed, that the objections offer

ed against the gentlemen rom New-Haven were inſuf

ficient, and the commiflioners from Maſſachuſetts gave

them up. Upon the whole, after a full hearin and

mature deliberation, the former order, in favour 0 Con

necticut, Was confirmed'

NOTWITHSTANDING the congratulatory letter, which Trouble

the commiſſioners addreſſed to Stuyveſant, the Dutch with the

governor, at their last ſellions, he proved not the most numb

comfortable neighbour. He gave no anſwer to the

complaints which had been 'stated to him, in their let

ter. He tranſmitted no account oſ the customs laid

upon the Engliſh merchants, nor of the caſes in which

the Dutch made ſeizures, ſo that it was extreme] diffi

cult to know on what terms they could trade, or ow to

eſcape fines, ſeizures, and confiſcations.

BY Stuyveſant's order, the Dutch ſeized a veſſel of Mr, wet.

Mr. Westerhouſe, a Dutch merchant and planter at terhouſe

New-Haven, while riding at anchor within the harbour. complain!

He preferred a complaint to the commiffioners. He ZZJCth-ſh'

came in from Virginia, and gave evidence, that, when his (him

he ſailed thence he made a full payment of all the cuſ- '

* Record' of the United eolonies.
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BOOK l. toms. The commiffionets wrote to the Dutch gover

VW nor on the ſubject, and remonstrated against ſuch a fla

1648. grant inſult to the United colonies, and against the in

' justice done to Mr. Westerhouſe. They protested against.

The cow the Dutch claim to all the lands,rivers, and (treams from

murmur, Cape Hinlopen to Cape Cod ; and aſſerted their claim

remon- to all the lands and plantations in the United colonies,

' stralcfland as anciently granted by the kings of En land to their

won ' ſubjects; and ſince purchaſed by them o the Indian?

the original proprietors.

AT the ſame time, they aſſured him, that they ex

pected ſatisfaction both for the injury and affront in

taking a ſhip out of one of their harbours, upon ſuch a

challenge and title to the place, unjustly claimed with

out purchaſe, poſſeffion, or any other conſiderable

ground. They repreſented to him in strong terms, the

abſolute neceſſity of a meeting for the adjustment of

the differences between the Dutch and the United col

onies. '1 hcy profeſſed themſelves to be inclined to pur

ſue all proper counſels for that purpoſe. As his letters

toshem, as well as to the governors of Mafl'achufetts

flnzegflzven, ſhall been expreſſed in ſuchindetcr

. _ age Q" e ſUbject, they Wiſhed him to be

mofe exPhCN- They avowed their determinat'on that

untilſuch time as the Dutch fllould 1 ' . 'ble ſettlement of the points in contr come tal-m almes."

_ overſy, neither then'

merchants, nor manners ſhould en'o ' '1 'any of the Plantaioxls or h any F1V1 ege, In

choring, ſearehing or ſeizures a! OZKS, Esther Of In.

did at the Manhadoes. The' "how ſin the Enghſh

ſearch they ſhoqu find a: Y eqared' timid' upon

board any Of the Dutch ſh_ ms and axnmnmtxon on

ſe ſ , - _ LP_$> for that miſchievons ur

po 0 \endflf\g them wuhm h . . 1?colonies, to the India-us, th t e hunt? of the United

further enquiry and ſnfisf ay- wOuld ſeize them until

ſhort, they owned their ac len ſhould be made. In

mar-inets and merchantsPYTPU-e of treating the Dutch

plantauons, in the ſame fn the Pngliſh harbours and

the Engliſh_ They declmanner' in which they treated

Ktocccd to ſeize any veniuieda Lint, if the Dutch. ſhould.

arbours of ſhe United C 0: goods, within an of the

Dutch, on any other n _ colonies, whether of ngliſh,

any Of the ſaid COlonieanI' admitted to be plantfls in

3- le! ſhould be neccffitatcd to
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vindicate their rights and to repair the damages by all Boox I.

just means.'t VN

Soon after the meeting of the commiflioners, Mr. 3643

John Whitmore, ofStamſord, was murdered by the In- Mr. Whit

dians. He was a peaceable, worthy man, and one of more

the repreſentatives of the town, in the general court at (ab

New-Haven. He fell, as he was ſeeking cattle in the who,

woods. The ſachem's ſon first carried the news into

town, and reported, that one Toquattoes had killed him,

and had ſome of his clothes, of which he gave a partic

ular deſcription. From this circumstance, it was ſuſ

pected, that hc was either a principal or an accomplice

in the crime. No ſuch evidence, however, could be

obtained as would warrant the apprehending of him.

The Engliſh took great pains to find the remains of Mr.

Whitmore -, but could make no diſcovery at that time.

About two months after, Uncas, with ſeveral of his ln

dians, went to Stamford, and making enquiry concern.

ing Mr. Whitmorc's body, the ſachern's ſon and one

Kehoran, another of the natives, who had been ſuſpect

ed, led Uncas, with his men and a number oſ the Eng

liſh, directly to the place of his remains. Upon carry

ing them into town, the ſachem's ſon and Kehoran ſell

a trembling, and manifested ſuch ſigns oſguilt, that the

Moheagans declared, that they were guilty. But before

they could be apprehended, they made their eſcape.

The Indians at Stamford and its Vicinity, either through

fear of their ſachem, or favor to his ſon, or from ſome

other cauſe, charged the murder upon Toquattoes. But

neither he, nor the other ſuſpected perſons were deliv

ered up, nor could the Engliſh bring them to any exam

ination reſpecting the ſubject.

Anon-r the ſame time it was reported, that the In- Murder

dians, upon Long-Iſiand, had, ſome years before, mur- a' LOW'

dereda number of Engliſhmen, who were part of the mand'

crew of a veſſel of one Mr. Cope, which had been call:

away near 'he lfland. Theſe instances of bloodſhed

gave great alarm to Connccticut and New-Haven; eſ.

pecially to Stamford and the towns in that Vicinity.

Mrs. Whitmore, by letters and meſſengers, ſued for juſ

tice against the murderers of her huſband. The, In

dians grew haughty and inſolent, and cenſured 'he con

 

* Record' of the United colonie'.
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Boorc I.

mN

1648.

Eſection

duct of the Engliſh. It was dangerous to ſuffer ſuch

crimes to be unpuniſhed, as it would embolden the na

tives to be constantly maſſacring the Engliſh. But as

nothing could be done, in this caſe,except by an armed

force, it was deferred to the conſideration of the com

miflioners of the United colonies.

AT the general eleStion, in Connecticut, Mr. Haynes

May r7th was choſen governor,and Mr. Hopkins, deputy governor.

'649.

Reſoln

flonsoſ

the gene

ralcourt

in the

May ſeſ

fions.

Mr. Ludlow took his place again among the magiſ

trates. The other officers were as they had been the

preceding year. .

IN conſequence oſ the burning of the old ſort at Say

brook, a new one was begun, the last year, at a place

called the New ſort hill. At this ſeffion oſ the aſſembly,

orders were given, for the erecting of a new dwelling

houſe in the ſort, and for completing the works and

buildings at Saybroolt. The magistrates were empow

ered to impreſs ſuitable hands ſor carrying the buſineſs

into effect ; and appropriations were made' for that

purpoſe.

XVHEREAs the commiſlioners oſ Maſſachuſetts, in

their pleadings before the commiſiioners of the United

colonies, at their last ſeſſions, had expreſſed their doubts,

whether the act of Connecticut, impoſing a duty upon

certain articles exported from Connecticut river, had

any reſpect to the inhabitants of Springfield, the gene

ral court declared, that they had particular reſpect to

them, as under the government oſ the Maſſachuſetts.

They alſo reſolved, that, in their beſt apprehenfions,

nothing was impoſed on them more than was strictly

just, or than had been impoſed on themſelves 3 and

that they ought to ſubmit to the impost. They declar

ed, that the execution of the act, with reſpect to their

brethren at Springfield, had been deferred only that

the judgment of the commiffioners of the other colonies

might be had on the premiſes. The aſſembly alſo re

ſolved, that they were wholly unſatislied, that Spring

field did fall within the true limits of Maſſachuſetts pa

tent. _Tþey alſo expreſſed their earnest wiſhes, that the

lme might be ſpeedily and fully ſettled in righteouſneſs

and peace. It was ordered, that theſe reſolutions ſhould

be laid before the commiſſioners at their next meeting.

MR. LUDLOW had for ſeveral years ſucceffively been

deſired by the general court to make a collection of the
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laws which had been enacted, and to reviſe, digest and Boox- L

prepare abody of laws for the colony. He had now L/W

finiſhed the work, and at this ſeſſion a code was estab- 1649.

liſhed. '

UNTIL this time puniſhments, in many instances,

had been uncertain and arbitrary. They had been left

wholly to the diſcretion oſ the court. Defamation had

in ſome instances been puniſhed by fine, repeated ſcourg

ing and impriſomnentfi' For violation of the ſab

bath, there is an instance of impriſonment, during the

pleaſure of the court. Unchastity between ſingle per

ſons was ſometimes puniſhed by ſetting the delinquent

in the pillory, and by whipping him from one town to

another. But from this time the laws, in general, be

came fixed,and the puniſhment of particular crimes was

ſpecified, ſo that delinquents might know what to ex

pect, when they had the temerity to tranſgreſs.

THE statute now required a jury of twelve men :

That in caſes in- which they were doubtſul with reſpect

to law, they ſhould bring in a Nan liquor, or ſpecial ver

dict 5 and that matter of law ſhould be determined by

the bench, as it is at the preſent time. But iſ, after the

jury had been ſent out repeatedly, the court judged they

had mistaken the evidence, and brought in a wrong ver

dict, they were authorized, in civil caſes, to impannel

a new jury. The court alſo retained the power of leſ

ſening and increaſing the damages given by the jury, as

they 'udged most equitable.1- All caſes of life, limb, or

baniſhment were determined by a ſpecial jury of twelve

able men, and a verdict could not be accepted unleſs the

whole jury were agreed. Connecticut now had the

appearance oſ a well regulated commonwealth.

AN extraordinary meeting of the commiſlioners was Commiſ.

holden this year at Boston. The members were Thomas fioner'

Dudley, Eſquire, Mr. Simon Bradstreet, William Brad- me" II'

ſord, Eſquire, Mr. john Brown, Edward Hopkins, '7 '3'

 

* In 1646,one Robert Bartlet, for dcſamation, was ſenten.

ced to stand in the pillory during the public lecture, then to be

whipped, payfiz, and ſuffer fix montha impriſonment. Thin

Ear one Daniel Turner, for the ſame crime, was ſentenced to

whipperl. and then impriſoned a month ; at the month's end

30 go to the poſ'. again,and then to be bound to his good behav-.

lor

1- Old Connecticut code, p- 37
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BOOK I. Eſquire, Mr. Thomas Welles, Governor Eaton and r.

WV John Astwood.

1649. Govennon Eaton, in behalf of the colony of New
A Haven, propoſed that effectual meaſures might be im

mediately adopted for the ſettlement of Delaware-bny.

of Ddſh The title which a number of merchants, at Nerve-Haven,

ware hay had to extenfive tracts on both ſides of the river, by

"Sed- virtue of fair purchaſes from the Indians, was laid he

fore the commiſſroners. The fertility of the ſoil, the

healthſulneſs of the country, the convenience of the

ſeveral rivers, the great advantages of ſettlements, and a

well regulated trade there, not only to New-Haven, but

to all the New-England colonies, were strongly repre

ſeated.

THE commiſſ'oners, after a full hearing and mature

deliberation, were of the opinion, that the circumstan

ces of the colorries were ſuch, that it Would not be pru

dent, at that time, by any public act, to encourage the

ſettlement of thoſe tracts. Beſide' the contest with the

Dutch and the danger of involving the eolonies in war,

it was obſerved, that they had ſcarcely ſufficient number'

of men at home for their own defence, and the proſecu

Þio: of the necefl'ary affairs of their reſpective planta

lO S

Adviu of v I-r was therefore recommended to the merchants and

the com- chlcmcn at NCW-_Haven, Either to ſettle or to make

mrſi'ion- ale of the lands which they had, as ſhould appear most

gggggk. expedient. The eomtniffioners reſolved, that if any per.

ſgzsripofirſznkhtiged eolonies ſhould attempt, without

> make ſettlements on the lands, or to

do any thing injurious to the ri hts of
the urchaſersthat they would neither g p ' ' '

lmjust attemPts.* own nor protect them m then'

Re 01 - THE murder of .'
tioiisi-lc. ders which the 1 FLWhltmm-e, 'and the - Other mur

ſpfflin ſſh _ n xans had committed against the Eng

IndianX ſ] 'vmfuny c(mfidcred- The commiſſioners there

murder- qzkcjifſhlvc'd, that the guilty ſhould he delivered u *

"3- his ſzmdbcly "fire "Of, that the ſachem, at Stamford, a;

* 0" be aPPTChCHdCd and kept in durance, untſil

'1 tllyfzriþgfls RZEZFUWJO and justice have its courſe.

to the murdetzs, ſaid igrg: ſhould be made with reſpect

committed, at Long-maw,

U

Recoxdn of the United colonie'. \
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and, if bride-we could be obtained, to apprehend the dc- BQOK I.

ſin ent-5 and bring them to juſtice. X w

oxen-m: before themeeting of the mmmifliwſh 1649.

the Indians zu-pon Longrlfland p'erpetraned murder at Murder at

Southhold- They roſc, m a hoſhlc manner, for ſcvcral South

days round the town. The inhabitants were obliged to bold

arm and stand upon their defencefagainfl: themſor a gon

ſiderablc time; and afterwards to'keep a hong and vig

ilant guard by pight. 'The town was npt only exceed
ingly alamred and distxeflſied, but put to great expenſe.

They therefore made applian to the nommiffione"

for relief. But they would notconſent, that the colonies

in general ſhould bear any of the charge, in ſuchinstan

ces. They determined in this caſe; as rthey had done

before with reſpect to other towm in the juriſdictions yf

Conne-cident and New-Haven. The colonies and tow/no,

which had ſuffered, had been obliged to hear all the ex

penſe of defending Stamſord and other places, Uncas

and the Moheagans, in all instances in which they had

not been warranted, by the v particular directions of the

commiffioners.

THE Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians still perſiſted Narragan,

in their murdepous deſigns against Uncas, and in their ſet' and

perfidious conduct towards the eolonics. The alarming Him"

aſpect qfaffairs, with reſpect to them, was the-occaſipnnf con'

this extraordinary meeting. ' their

AN Indian, hired by the Narraganſet and Nehanticjg plots.

ſachem to kill UnCM, going on board a tveſſel in the Attempt

Thames, where he was, ran 'him through the-breast with to aſſafli

'a ſword. The wound, at-fxrst, was judgeditp be mortal; "a" U!"

Uncas however finally recovered. At' this he can.

preſented himſelf before the commiffioners, and corn;

plained of the aſſault made upon him i and affirmeAfflm

Lheſc ſachems had hired the Mohawks and other Indian;

against him, as well as an aſſaſſin to kill him ſecretly. Hp

Lompglained alſo, thatflte Narraganſew had neither resto

red his zqnogs nor his captive-s, as had been expreikly Ae

rounded and stipulated. He prayed, that, as he had eyeſ

been friendly and faithful to the colonies', they would

provide ſo: his ſafety. avenge theſe paſſages, and do him

- lce.
MNINIGMTE was examined before the eommiffionerp

on theſe points; and it was proved, by 'he colffcffion of

&he Mohawks themſelves, that she Naxraganſets had hi- _

ned sthem .againfl Unoas- th Indian, Who had fiſt-Wild:

I
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BOOK I. ed Uncas, declared, that he had been hired by Peſſacus

w and Ninigrate. Ninigrate made but a poor defence, ei

1649. ther of himſelf or Peſſaeus. The eommiſſioners diſmiſſ

" ed' him, entirely unfatisfied, and aſſured him, that unleſs

he immediately complied with the terms on which they _

had formerly agreed, they ſhould leave him to his own

counſels.

THE colonies were alarmed with the report, that one

of the brothers of Saſſacus, or his ſon, was about to mar

ry the daughter of Ninigrate: and it was conjectured,

that the Narraganſet and Nchantick Indians were con-_

certing a plan to collect the fcattered remains of_the Pe

quots, and to ſet them up as a distinct nation with the

ſon, or brother of Saſſacus, at their head. The eommiſ

fioners vicwed the colonies as upon the commencement

of an Indian war, and gave directions, that they ſhould

be immediately prepared for any emergency. -

Pet'nion THE Pequots, who had been given to Uncas, had now

of the Pe- for more than two years revolted from him, and lived

quou' ſeparately, as a distinct clan. In 1647, they complain

ed to the commiffioners, that Uncas and the hloheagans

had abuſed them. They repreſented, that, though they

had ſubmitted and been faithful to him, aſſisted him 'm

his wars, been eſteemed h'is men, and paid him tribute,

he had nevertheleſs grofsly injured them. They ſaid,

that he had required tribute of them, from time to time,

upon mere pretences ; and that ſince they had been put

'under him, they paid him wampum forty times. They al'

ledged, that upon the death of one of his children, he

gave his fquaw preſents, and ordered them to comfort

her m the fame way z and that they preſented her with a

'hundred fathom of wampum : That Uncas was pleaſed,

apd promiſed, that, for the future, he would esteem and

treat them as Moheagans. They affirmed, that notvs ith

standing this engagement, the Moheagans wronged them

m their plays, and deprived them of their juſt rights.

Obachlckqmd, one of their chief men, complained that

Uncas had taken away his wife and uſed her as his own.

' The? proved, that Uncas had wounded ſome of them,

aknd plundered the whole company. They prayed, that

Zhe Engliſh would interpoſe for their relief, and take

me?" "Rd" their protection. The petition was preſent

Ddermþ * 'Fat e behalf of more than ſixty.

nal-tun up_ ported? I3333leſiioners found theſe charges ſo well ſup

0" ll 3 anduccd that h eY ordered Uncas to be reproved, and de

' 3 ſhould restore-Obachickquid his wife, and
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pay damages for the injuries' he had done the Pequots. BOOK l.

hey alſo fined him a hundred fathom of wampum. N_e- WV

vertheleſs, as it had been determined, by Connecticut, "749

that the name of the Pequots ſhould be extinguiſhed, Uncas

and that they ſhould not dwell in their own country, it &ned

was reſolved, that they ſhould return, and be in ſubjec

tion to Uncas. He was directed to receive them with

out revenge, and to govern them with moderation, in all

reſpects, as he did the Moheagans. They did not how

ever return to Uncas 5 but annually preſented their peti

tion to the commiſſioners to be taken under the protec
tion ofythe Engliſh, and to become their ſubjects. They

pleaded, that though their tribc had done wrong, and

were justly conquered, 'et that they had killed no En

gliſh pe0ple 3 and that Weqnaſh had promiſed them, iſ

they would flee their country, and not injure the colonies,

that they would do them no harm. To eaſe them, as

far as might be conſistent with former determinations,

the commiſiioners recommended it to Connecticut to

provide ſome place for them, which might not injure any

particular town, where they might plant and dwell to

gether. At the ſame time, they were directed to be in

ſubjection to Uncas, and it was again enjoined on him

to govern them with impartiality and kindneſs.

MR. WESTERHOUSE renewed his complaint reſpecting Com,

thevſeizure of his veſſel, in the harbour oſ New-Haven. plaint and

He alledged, that, beſides the loſs of his veſſel, and the Pffition

advantages of trading, the prime cost of his goods was£2,ooo -, and that, after repeated application to the 'host-S

utch governor, he had not been able to obtain the least

compenſation. He had therefore petitioned the govern

ment oſ New-Haven, that ſome Dutch veſſel might be

taken by way of repriſal. He now petitioned the com

miſſioners for liberty to make repriſals, by way oſ indem

nification, until he ſhould obtain ſatisfaction.

THOUGH the commiſſ'oners declared against the injuſ- Commiſ.
tice of the ſeizure, and regretted both the inſult dctone to fiqn of re

the United colonies, and the damages ſustained by Mr. Pr'ſal'

westerhouſe,yeſit they declined granting him a eommiffion Sit grant'

to mal-re, repriſals. They judged it expedient first to

negotiate. '

THEY therefore wrote to the Dutch governor, that Commiſ.

Mr. Westerhouſe had applied to them for a commiſiion fioners

to make repriſals, and'that they had not granted his peti- ging!" h

tion, as they wiſhed first to aequaint him with the mo- Maria:

ion, and to repreſent to him the equity of making repriz -
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Boott I. ſuit, unleſs juſtice ſhould be' done him' ſome other way

W They again a'vchd their claim to an parts of the United

'149

Reſolu

tion

against

ventiing

arms to

the na

tives.

Farther

colonies'. They afferted the ri ht of New-Haven to Dela v

aunte bay, and aſſured him, t at it Would not be iven

up. They complained of hisletter, the last eat, _t atit

Was, in various reſpects, nnſatisſying ; and t twtth rea

gard to 'that dangerous trade of arms and ammumtion cat

tied on with the lndians, at fort Aurania and m the Enga

liili plantation's, it was' wholly ſilent. They obſeryed,

that all differences, between them and the Dutch, might

have' been amicablyſettled, had it pieaſed him to attend

the meeting of the commiſſioners, at Boston, according

to the imitation which they had given him. As that was

not agreeable to him,_ they avowed their deſigns of ma

king proviſion ſm- their oWn ſafety.

o prevent the vending of arms and ammunition to

the Indiansin the' United colonies, they paſſed the fol

lowing teſolve : 4' That after dUe publication hereof, it

ſhall not be lawful for any Frenchman, Dutchman, or

't perſon of any' foreign nation, or any Engliſhman liv

'r ing among them, or under the government of any of

l" them to trade with an' Indian or Indians Within this
n juriſdiction, either dite ly or indirectctly, by themſelves

u or others, under the penalty oſ confiſcation of all ſuch

i' goods and veſſels, as ſhall be fonnd ſo trading, or the

'f true value thereof, upon just proof of 'any goods or
*' veſſels ſo traded Or tradin ."ſi

' THE gentlemen from Maſſachuſetts, at this meet
7 . ing.

mgmqn again brought on the diſpute between them and Conn =

relpjictmg i_cut relative to the i

the im

post.

Objec

tions of

Maſſachu- and to their ſa

ſettr.

'Repi of

Coniieat- wh' h

cut.

e * > t
but to tlgionpſe

in ost. The retended th t Me.Fenwick, ſome year-le Y p , a

_ _ _ efore,had promiſed to join with

F can), m running the line, but that as he had not done it,

an lt had now been done by them, at their own expenſe,

oſhe tisfaeiitm, it ought to be ſatisfactor totali

luhdzsz Him could make no legal claim to thea jaeent

t ſ - his they innsted that Connectitut Could not, be

m! e they had no patellt.

"ii Commiſiionets from Connecti'cut denied the facts

With hew by. _ ' ated. The iniiited, that Mr. Fen

their "m r_ ad agreed to run t eiihe with them z and that

awſhg tblimg the line, at their own expenſe, was not

but t, for defer-fit of his, 'riot on the part of Connecti

r, away ran the line a year before the diſþutc with

What 1, lc &lb-acting Waranoke. Beiides, they ſaid,

l d _ ar that time, was not to run the line,

5 claim to that plantanbn.- With reſpect

lc hAd been a

'\_
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to the parent, they acknowledged, they had not indeed Boort I.

p exhibited the original,but a true copy, to the authenticity L/W

oſ which Mr. Hopkins could give oath. They obſerved, 1649.

it was well known that they had a parent ; that the

original was in England, and could not then be exhibit

ed z and that the Maſſachuſetts inſiſiing on this point

was an entire bar to the amicable ſettlement oſ the line

between the colonies. Mr. Hopkins inſrlled, that the

ſoutherly extent oſ the Maſſachuſetts patent ought first

to be mutually ſettled ; then he propoſed, that the line

ſhould be run by ſkilful men, mutually choſen, and at the

mutual expenſe of the colonies. The commiſſroners ſrom

Connecticut indeed declared, that it was evident, beyofid'

all doubt, that Springfield, at first, was ſettled in combi

nation with Connecticut *, and, that it had been ac

knowledged to be ſo even by the colony of Maſſachuſetts.

They affirmed, that when propoſitions were ſent, by Gov

ernor Winthrop, to the plantations upon the river, in

163 7, relative to a conſederation oſ the New-England

colonies, Mr. Pyncheon, in proſecution of that deſign,

was, in 1638, choſen and ſent as a commiſſioner from

Connecticut, to act in their behalſ : That it was at this

time,and never before, he ſuggested his apprehenſions,

that Springfield would fall within the limits of MaſſaJ

chuſetts; and that this was received as a fact without

any evidence of what had been alledged. They ex

preſſed it, as their full perſuaſion, that Mr. Pyncheon's re

preſentations and motion, at that time, ori inated from

a pang oſ diſcontent which had overtalten him, in conſe

quence of a cenſure laid upon him, by the general court

of Connecticutct" They concluded by expreſſmg their

earnest wiſhes, that both the government of the Maſſa.

chuſetts and their commiffioners would conſider, that

they did not compi with the advice oſ the commiffioners

relative to the prean diſpute ; and that they inſisted

u on what they knew could not, at that time,be obtained.

' hey charged them, with an unwillingneſs to ſubmit the

difference-s, ſubſisting betwcen them and Connecticut, to

the mature and impartial judgment of the eommiflioner'

of the other colonies, according to the true intent of the

eonfederatiOn. In a very modest and reſpectſul manner,

they referred it to the ſerious conſideration oſ their

brethren of the Maſſachuſetts, whether their conduct Was

not directly contrary to the articles and deſignof the con

' lt ſeems the court had blamed him for a particular instance

of his conduct, in trailing with the Indians.
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fedcratcs, to which they all ought to pay a conſcientious

regard-[

THE commiſlioners finally decided the controverſy in

favor of Connecticut. Upon this the gentlemen from

Maſiachuſetts produced an order of their general court,

paſſed by way of retaliation, impoſing a duty upon all

goods belonging to any of the inhabitants of Plimouth,

Connccticut or New-Haven, imported within the castle,

or exportcd from any part of the bay.1

THis was very extraordinary indeed, as it was contrary

to all the arguments from justice, liberty, expediency, or

brotherly love, which they had pleaded against their ſister

colony. it was extravagant and unreaſonable, as it re

ſpected Connecticut ; as the impost at Saybrook affected

the inhabitants of one of their towns only -, and that ſole

ly upon the export of two or three articles -, whereas

their impost was upon the inhabitants of all the planta

tions in the colony z and upon all their imports, as well

as exports. With reſpect to the other colonies, who

had laid no kind of impoſition on any of the inhabitants

of Maſſachuſetts, it was still more unjust and cruel.

THE commiſſioners from Plimouth, Connecticut and

New-Haven, in conſequence of this extraordinary act,

drew up the following declaration and remonstrance, ad

dreſſed to the general court of Maſſachuſetts.

'ſ A DlFFERENCE between the Maſſachuſetts and Con

necticut, concerning animpost at Saybrook, required

of Springficld, having long depended, the commiſ

'ſ ſioners hoped, according to the advice at Plimouth,

U might, at this meeting, have been ſatisfyingly iſſued :

but upon the peruſal o'f ſome late orders made by the '_

general court of the Maſſachuſetts, thely find, that the

line on the ſouth ſide of the Maſſachu etts juriſdiction

is neither run 5 nor the place whence it ſhould be run

agreed : That the original patent for Connecticut, or

an .authentic exemplification thereof, (though Mr.

Hopkins hath oſſered upon oath to aſſert the truth of

the copy by himſelf preſented,) is now required 3 and

U that a burdenſome custom, is, by the Maſſachuſctts,

'4 lately impoſed not only upon Connecticut, interested

'* in the impost at Saybrook, but upon Plimouth and

" New-Haven colonies, whoſe commiſiioners, as arbi

" trators, according to an article in the confederation,

I'
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'5 have been only exerciſed in the question, and that BOOK l'.

'ſ upon the deſire of the Maſſachuſetts, and have impar- vw

V tially, according to their best light, declared their ap- 1649

" prehenſions; which custom and burden, (grievous in

'5 itſelf) ſeems the more unſatisfying and heavy, becauſe

U divers of the Mnſſachuſetts deputies, who had a hand

U in making the law, acknowledge, and the preface im

" ports it, that it is a return, or retaliation upon the

'ſ three colonies for Saybroolt : and the law requires itof

" no other Engliſh, nor of any stranger of what nation

" ſoever. How far the premiſes agree with the law oſ

" love, and with the tenor and import of the articles of

U confederation, the commiflioners tender and recom

" mend tb the ſerious conſideration of the general court

'ſ for the Maſſachuſetts. And in the mean time deſire

1' to be ſpared in all future agitations reſpecting Spring

ſ' ſicld."1
Govennon Hutchinſon ctobſerves, that this law was

produced to the diſhonor of the colony: That had the

Maſſachuſetts impoſed a duty upon goods from Connect

icut only, they might, at least, have had a colour to juſ

tiſy them ; but that extending their reſentment to the

other colonies, becauſe their commiffioners had given

judgment against them, admitted of no excuſe. It was a

mere exertion of power, and a proof of their great ſupe

riority, which enabled them, in effect, to depart from the

union, whenever they found it to be for their interest.

If it had been done by a ſingle magistrate, it would have

been pronounced tyrannical and oppreflive. He ob

ſerves that, in all ages and countries, communities of

men have done that,0f which most of the individuals, of

whom they conſistcd, would, acting ſeparately, have been

aſhamedi ,

THE Maſſachuſetts treated Connecticut in the ſame Manner

ungenerous manner with reſpect to the line between the of Mzſſa.

colonies. In 1642, they employed one Nathaniel Wood- chuſetts

ward and Solomon Saffery, whom Douglaſs calls two "m't'ng

obſcure ſailors, to run the line between them and Con- the me"

necticut. They arbitrarily fixed a boundary, as the ex

act point to which three miles ſouth of every part of

Charles river would carry them. Thence by water they

proceeded up Connecticut river, and ſetting up their

compaſs in the ſame latitude, as they ſuppoſed, declared,
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BOOK I. that the line struck the chimney of omBiſſell's houſe,

wthe most northern building then in the town of Windſor.

1649. This was a whole range of towne ſouth of the true line

between the colonies. Connecticut conſidered the bann

dzry fixed, as entirely arbitrary, and ſix or eight miles

further ſouth than it ought to have been. They ima

gined, that the error, at Windſor, was still greater, as no

proper allowancc had been made for the variation of the

'ice-dle. They vicwcd the manner in which this had

been effected as contrary to all the rules of justice, and to

the modes in which differences of that magnitude ought '

to be auzommodated. The 'utmost extent of Narrzganſet

river was their north line, and they were perſuaded, that

this would run ſo far north as to comprehend the town

of Springfield, and other towns in the ſame latitude.

Therefore, neither Connectieutnor the commiffioners of

the Unitcd colonies conſidered any boundary as properly

ſettlcd, whence the line ſhouldhe run, nor any line run

between the colpnies.

CONNECTICUT wiſhed to have the ſouthern boundary

of Mailltchuſctte mutually ſettled and the line run, at the

joint expanſe of the two colonies z but Maſihchuſetts

would neither con-ſent to this, nor even allow that the

copy of the Connectiont zpatent was andtentic. For near

ly (evenly years they eneroachod upon this colouy, 'and

ſouled Whole towns within its proper limit-s.

' THE general oourt ofComectqutadopted the recom

me-ndation of the commiffioners,-wi_di reſpect to the pro

hibition ofvnll trading loſ foreigners among the Indiaus of

the United colonies- They made the penalty to be the
ſistinſiſcntion' oſall veſſels and goodsemployed in ſuch trode.

THE court alſo, after confeſſing with New-H-awn,_

3;ng determined to avenge the blood of John VVhitmore'oſ

bly-14.? Stamfor'd ;- and, Conſidering all its circumstances, and

termina- the conduct oſ the lndians in the-town and harder-ing up.

tion ttp ar- on it, reſolved. thatit was lawful tomake mar upon them.

'Ill "w" Jt was ordered, that fifty men ſhould be immediate-ly

um" ' draughtedmrmed andsv-ictualled for the purpoſe oſlxing

ing the murderens-to oondign puniſhment, or of arresti

other Intli-ms until the delinquents ſhould be delivered

to juſtice." Theſe ſpirited meaſures appear to have had

the deſired effect. The l-ml'tans at Stamferd, it ſeems,

became peaceablc, and there is nothing further upouthc

rccords reſpecting any trouble with them.
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CHAPTER X.

Comm- oft/'ction at Hartſord. Grant: to Captain Maſhn.

The commiffioner: meet and dzstmtch Captain Atherton to

the Narraganſetr. Their meſſhg' to Mm'gratc. The

Dutch governor arrive: at Hartford, and rzſer: the dffr

once: between him and the colonin, to arbitrafort. Their

determination, and the line itſ-red between the Englzſh and

Dutchplantatiom. Agreemcnt: with Mr. Fcn-wich occa

ſion general nncqſing/E. Committee: are appointed to 'x

plain andastert-'in them. Towm are invite-a' to attend the

committeex, by their depictin, at Saybrooh. An actfor the

oncouragement ofMr. IVinthrop instching and impro-m'ng

miner. Nor-walh and Mattabestchſcttled and'nad: towns.

The colony quew-Hauen make another attempt toſettle at

Delaware. The Dutch governarſeich- the company, and

frnflratn the dſ/ign. He purſue: hirformcr line of con'

duct toward: the colonitx. The rg/blutianr eff the com

'nz'ffiomrr relative to hit conduct, to the stttlcment o Del

aware, and the tribute to be paid by the P'quotr. rcnch

commſſanerr from Canada. Their propoſhlr. Reply to

them. The Dutch governor and Indian: conccrta plan m

extirpate the colonicc. The commzffion'r: meet, and dyþatch

agents to the Dutch governor. They determin' upon war,

n'ilt/3' hcſhould margfist hiſ innocence, and retireſ) th'

- grievance: oftht coloniec. They determin' on the number

gſmen to be raiſed, and draw a declaration ofthe reaſon: of

' the war. The agent: return unſucctſiful. The tain

'ni inner: meet again, and determine to moh: war upon the

Dutch and Narraganflt Indianr. Th' general court ff

Merffizch'zſettzr rgfizflu to raiſe men, and Prwent: the war.

Altercation: bet-ween that general court and the mmi -

cry, and bet-wan that and the general court: of Cannccticu'

and New-Haven. The alar'n and distreſſ of the plan

ration: in the/i' colonin. Their general court: prott a

gainst the court oſ'Moffi'chzlſ'ntx, a; vie/afar: oſth' article:

ffconfcderation ,- and write to Cramchl and the parlia

mmtfor qffistance. he tumultuow state of th: inhabi

tant! inſeveral ofthe to-wnr.

Boox I.

WA

1650.

PON the election at Hartford Mr. Hopkins was Eycction

choſen governor, and Mr. Haynes, deputy gover- May m,

nor. Mr. Clarl' was added to the magistrates. The

court conſiſied of thirty two members; the governor',

ten affistanu, and twenty deputies.

B b U
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THE court had granted a thouſand acres of land to

Captain Maſon for his good ſervices in the Pequot war;

five hundred to himſelf, and five hundred to be given to

his five best officers and ſoldiers. lt Was now ordered,

that the five hundred acres granted to the ſoldiers ſhould

be laid out for them at Pequot, or in the Neanticut coun

try. The next year the court made a grant of Chippa

change iſland, in Mistic bay, and a hundred and ten actes

of land at Mistic, to the captain.

THE commiſſioners met this year at Hartford. The

meeting conſisted oſ Mr. Simon Bradstreet and Mr.

William Hawthom, Mr. Thomas Prince and Mr. John

Brown,and oſ Governors Hopkins and Haynes, Eaton and

Governor Hopkins was choſen preſident.

ASthe Narraganſets still neglected to pay the tribute

which had been ſo many years due, the commiſſioners

diſpatched Captain Atherton oſ Maffachuſetts, with twen

ty men, to demand and collect the arrearages. He was

authorized, iſ they ſhould not be paid, Upon demand, to

ſeize on the best articles he could find, to the full amount

of what was due; or on Peſiacus, the chief ſachem, or

any of his children, and carry them off. Upon his arri

val among the Narraganſcts, he ſound the ſachem recur

ring to his former arts, putting him off with deceitſul

and dilatory anſwers, and not ſuffering him to approach

his preſence. In the mean time he was collecting his

'Warriors about him. The captain therefore marched

directly to the door of his wigwam, where posting his

men, he entered himſelf with his pistol in his hand, and

vſeizing Peſſacus, by the hair oſ his head, drew him from

the midst of his attendants, declaring, that if they ſhould

make the least reſistance, he would diſpatch him in an

instant. This bold stroke gave him ſuch an alarm, that

he at once paid all the arrearages.

NlNlGRATE, ſachem of the Nehanticlzs, continuing his

perfidious practices, began to lay claim to the Pequot

country, and appeared to be concerting a plan to recover

it from the Engliſh. Captain Atherton therefore made

him a viſit, and, according to his instructions, aſſured

him, that the commiſſioners were no strangera to his in

trigues, ir- marrying his daughter to the brother of Saſſa

cus 5 in collecting the Pequots under him, as though he

deſigned to become their head; and in his claims and

attempts reſpecting the Pequot country. He remonstra

ted against his conduct, as directly oppoſite to all the c0v

qtanu ſubſiſting between him and the Engliſh colonies.
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He protested to him, that the colonies would never ſuffer Boox 1.

him to accompliſh his deſigns ; either to poſſeſs any part k/W

of the country, which they had conquered, or even to 1650.

hunt within its limits. He demanded where the broth

er of Saſſacus was? What numbers he had with him I

And what were his deſigns ? He inſisted upon categori

cal anſwers, that the commiffioners might order their aſ

ſairs accordingly. Having, in this ſpirited manner, ac

compliſhed his buſineſs, he returned in ſafety.

Munwnrmz, Stuyveſant, the Dutch governor, arri- Seph Il

ved at Hartford. He had been often invited to attend Fu'tyvc'

the meeting of the commiſlioners, with a view to the ac- rim;"

commodation of the difficulties ſubſtsting between him c ſ

and the Engliſh colonies. He choſe to treat by writing, pgſjfffl;"

and on the r 3th' day of September he introduced his cor- commen.

reſpondence with the commiſſroners. ln his letter he ces.

complained of the encroachments made upon the Weſt

India company, and the injuries done them both by Con

necticut and New-Haven. He pretended, that the

Dutch, in behalſ of ſaid company, had purchaſed the \

lands upon the river, of the native Americans, before any

other nation had bought them, or laid any claim to them.

He therefore demanded a full ſurrender of ſaid lands,

and ſuch compenſation as the nature of the caſe required.

He alſo complained of the act prohibiting all foreigners

to trade in the Engliſh colonies, and that the Engliſh ſold

goods ſo cheap to the natives, as to ruin the trade for

other nations. He concluded with intimations of his

willingneſs to ſettle a general proviſional line between

the Dutch and Engliſh plantations, by a joint writing to

their ſuperiors in England and Holland, or by the deciſo'

ion of agents, mutually choſen and empowered for that

purpoſe.

THE commiffioners, obſerving, that his letter was da- Dzſpmc

ted at New-Netherlands, replied, that they would not reſpecting

treat, unleſs he would alter the name oſ the place where the P'PCC

he wrote. He anſwered, that if they would not date at of hung'

Hartford, he would not at New-Nethcrlands, but at

Connecticut. They conſented, that he ſhould date at

Connecticut, but claimed a right for themſelves to date at

Hartſord. He gave up the right of dating at the Neth

erlands, and the treaty proceeded. -

THE commiflioners replied to his complaints to this Reply of

effect ; That their title to Connecticut river, and the ad. the com

- mifflonen' 

' 33 old lier a' he datcd.
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jacent country', had been often aſſerted, and made ſuffi

ciently evident both to the Dutch and Engliſh 3 and that

they hoped amply to prove their title to what they en

joyed, by parent, purchaſe, and poſſeſiion. Conſequently

they inſisted, that they had made no encroachments on

the honor-able West-India compan , nor done them the

least injury. They affirmed, that ey knew not what

the Dutch claimed, nor upon what grounds: That at

ſome times they claimed all the lands upon the river, and

at others,a part only: That their claim was founded

ſometimes upon one thing, and at other times upon

another t and that it had been ſo varioua and uncertain

as to involve the whole affair in obſcurity.

Wnn reſpect to trade,they obſerved, that they had the

ſame right to regulate it, within their juriſdiction, which

the Dutch, French and other nationshad to regulate it,

within their reſpective dominions : That their merchants

had a right to deal with the natives on ſuch terms as they

pleaſed; and that they preſumed they did not trade to

their own diſadvantage. They gave intimations, that,

iſ the then preſent treaty ſhould ſucceed agreeahly to

their wiſhes, they might reconſider the act of tradc, and

repeal the prohibition reſpecting foreigners.

THEY then proceeded to a large and particular state

ment of the grievances they ſuffered from the Dutch ;

particularly repreſenting thoſe which have been already

noticed, in this history, with ſeveral other more recent

injuries. Eſpecially, that the Dutch agents had gone off,

from Hartford,'without paying for the goods which they

had taken up : That their ucceſſors had refuſed to make

any ſettlement of their accounts; and that the Dutch

governor had not obliged them to make payment: That

the Dutch bought stolen goods, and would make no com

penſation to the Engliſh, whoſe property they were:

And that they had, not only formerly, helped criminals

to file off their irons and make their eſcape ; but that they

had been guilty of a recent instance of ſimilar conduct.

They alledged,that aDutch ſervant had, lately, aflisted

a criminal, committed for a capital offence, to break

gaol and make his eſcape; and that the Dutch called

him to no account, for ſo graſs a miſdemeanor. >

Vuuous letters paſſed, and ſeveral days were ſ nt,

in theſe altercations. ' At length the commiſlioners c oſe

Mr. Bradstrect oſ Maffachuſetts and Mr. Prince of Pli

mouth, as arbitrators to hear and compoſe all differences

with reſpect to injury and damages', to make proviſional
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boundaries, in all places where their reſpective limits Door. I.

Were comrovert:d,and to ſettle a just and free eorreſpond-w

ence between the parties. The Dutch governor choſe 1650.

Thomas Willet and George Baxter for the ſame purpoſe.

Both parties, in the amplest manner, authorized the ar

bitrators to hear and determine, in the most full and ab

ſolute manner, all differences between the two nations in

this country.

THE arbitrators, after a ſull hearing of the parties,

came to the following determination, which they drew

up in the form of an agreement.

U AnTrcuzs of an agreement made and concluded at Determi

U Hartford, upon Connecticut river, Septembcr r9th, "mon Pf

** 1650, betwixt the delegates of the honored commiſ- tÞZLZZ'þ

fl ſtoners oſ the United Engliſh colonies, and the dele- '

4' gates oſ Peter Stuyveſant, governor general of New

" Netherlands.

I. " Uponaſerious conſideration of the difference'

'i and grievancea propounded by the two Engliſh colo

u nies of Connecticut and New-Haven, and the anſwer

U made by the Dutch governor, Peter Stuyveſant,

i' Eſquire, according to the trust and power committed to

" us, as arbitratorsand delegates betwixt the ſaid par

" ties: We find that most of the offence: or grievance:

" were things done in the time, or by the order and

" command of Monſ. Kieſt, the former governor, and

" that the preſent honorable governor is not prepared to

1' make anſwa to them; we therefore think meet to

ſ' reſpite the full conſideration and judgment concerning

't them, till the preſent governor may acquaint the H.

t' Md- States and Weſt-India company with the partie.

'U ulars, that ſo due reparationmay accordineg bemade."

II. U THE commiflioners, for New-Haven, complain

fl edof ſeveral high and hostile injuries which they, and

'1 others of that juriſdiction, have received from and by

u order of the aſoreſaid Monſ.Kieft, in Delaware bay

fl and river, and in their return thence, as by their for.

V mer propoſitions andcomplaints may more fully ap.

i pear; and beſides the Engliſh right, claimed by pa

' tent, preſented and ſhowed ſeveral purchaſe: they

fl have made, on both ſide' the river and bay of Dela

U ware, oſ ſeveral large tracts of land unto, and ſome

U what above the Dutch houſe or ſort there, with. the

U conſideration given to the ſaid ſachems and their corn.

.

"I"

't a' M' and
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panies for the ſame, acknowledged and cleared by the

hands of the lndians, who they affirmed were the true

proprietors; and testified by many witneffes. They

alſo affirmed, that, according to the best of their ap

prehenſions, they have ſustained £1ooo damage there,

partly by the Swediſh governor,but chiefly by order

from Monſ. Kieft.-And therefore required due ſat

isfaction, and a peaceable poſſeffion of the aforeſaid

lands, to enjoy and improve according to their just

rights. The Dutch governor, by way of anſwer, af

firmed and inſisted on the title and right to Delaware,

or the ſouth river, as they call it, and to the land'

there, as belonging to the H. M. States and West.

India company ; and profeſſed he must protest against

any other claim ; but is not provided to make any ſuch

roof, as in ſuch a treaty might be expected, nor had

e commiſſion to treat or conclude any thing therein.

Upon conſideration whereof, we, the ſaid arbitrator'

or delegates, wanting ſufficient light to iſſue or de

termine any thing in the premiſes, are neceſſitated to

leave both parties instam guo print, to plead and im

prove their just interest, at Delaware, for planting or

trading, as they ſhall ſee cauſe: Only we deſire, that

all proceedings there, as in other places, may be car.

ried on in love and peace, till the right may be further

conſidered and justly iſſued, either in Europe or here,

by the two states of England and Holland."

Ill. U Coucmmmc the ſeizing of Mr. Westerhouſe's

ſhip and goods, about three years ſince, in New-Haven

harbour, Upon a claim to the place, the honored gov

ernor, Peter Stuyveſant, Eſquire, profeſſed, that what

paſſed in writing that way was through ' error of his

ſecretary, his intent not being to lay any claim to the

place, and with all affirming, that he had orders to

ſeize any Dutch ſhip, orveſſel, in any of the Engliſh

colonies or harbours, which ſhould trade there without

expreſs licence or commiſiion. We therefore think '

it meet, that the eommiſiioners of New-Haven accept

and acquieſce in this anſwer."

'ſ Concnnmuc the bounds and limits betwixt the

Engliſh United colonies, and the Dutch province of

New-Netherlands, we agree as followeth."

I. U THAT upon Lon -Iſland, a line run from the

westermost part of Oylger-Bay, and ſo a straight and

direct line to the ſea, ſhall be-thc bounds betwixt the
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'6 Engliſh and the Dutch there, the eastezly part to be- Boox l.

" long to the Engliſh, and the westermost to the Dutch." VN

Il. V THE. bounds upon the main tobegin at the west "50"

'4 fide of Greenwich bay, being about four miles from

'ſ Stamford, and ſo to run a northerly line, twenty miles

" up into the country, and after, as it ſhall be agreed, by

U the two governments of the Dutch and New-Haven,

'4 provided the ſaid line come not within ten miles of

U Hudſon's river. And it is agreed, that the Dutch

V ſhall not, at any time hereafter, build any houſe or

* habitation within ſix miles of the ſaid line z the inliab*

" itants of Greenwich to remain (till further conſidera

" tion thereof be had) under the government of the

3' Dutch."

Ill. V THE Dutch ſhall hold and enjoy all the lands

" in Hartſotd, that they are actually poſſeſſed oſ, known

" and ſet out by certain marks and bounds, and all the

" remainder of the ſaid land, on both ſides of Connec

" cut river, to be and remain to the Engliſh there."

" AND it is agreed, that the aſoreſaid bounds and lim

U its,both upon the lſland and main, ſhall be obſerved

'i and kept inviolable, both by the Engliſh of the United

1 colonies, and all the Dutch nation, without any en

" croachmcm or moleſiation, until a ſull and final de

" termination be agreed upon', in Europe, by the mutual

U conſent oſ the two states of England and Holland."

U And in testimony of our joint conſent to the ſeveral

V foregoing concluſions, we have hereunto ſet our

fl hand' this 19th day of September, Anno Dom.

ff 1650."

a

SlMON BRADSTREET.

THOMAS PRlNCE.

. THOMAS WILLET.

GEORGE BAXTER.

THE Dutch gOVernor promiſed alſo, and his agents,

Meſſrs. Willet and Baxter, engaged for him, that Green

wich ſhould be put under the government of New-Ha

ven, to whom it originally belonged. It was alſo agreed,

that the ſame line of conduct which had been adopted,

with reſpect to ſugitives, by the United colonies, in the

eighth article of confedcration, ſhould be strictly obſerved

between them and the Dutch, in the province oſ New.

Netherlands. The Dutch governor alſo acquainted the

commiſlioners, that he had orders ſrom Europe to main

tain peace and good neighbourhood with the Engliſh in

Anterica; and he proceeded ſo far as to make propoſal'
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Boox l. oſ a nearer union and friendſhip, between the Dutch and

WV the United colonies. The commifſioncrs declined act>

1559. ing upon theſe propoſals, without conſulting their con

ſtituents; and recommended the conſideration of them

to their reſpective general courts.

ctum] Wmu; this ſettlement with the Dutch ſeemed to give

(meam 'a favorable aſpect to the affairs of the colonies, there

nunc. aroſe a great and 'general uneaſineſs in Connecticut,

ſPCctine relative to the agreements which had been made with

'he agree' Mr. Fenwiek, and to the state of the accounts between

TRT'MR him and thecolony. By the first agreement, beſides

Fenwick, the impost on ſeveral articles exported from the mouth

of the river, for ten years, the people were obliged to pay

one ſliilling annually for every miich cow and mare in

the colony, and the ſame ſum for every ſwine killed ei.

ther for market or private uſe. Springfield refuſed to

pay the impost; and it ſeems, that Connecticut wat

obliged, by the conduct of Maſſachuſetts, to re eal the

act relatin to the impoſition. By reaſon of t e con

troverſy which aroſe between Connecticut and Mafl'a

l chuſetts, and ſome other circumstances, ſeveral of the

towns, during the two first years, paid but a ſmall pro

portion of what had been stipulated. The colony there

ſore, on the r th of February r646, made a new agree

_ ment with r. Fenwick. This was to the following

effect: -

THAT,instead of all former grants, he ſhould receive

from the colony, annually, one hundred and eighty

pounds, for ten years. He was to collect what Was due

_ from Springfield, and to enjoy certain profits ariſmg from

the beaver trade. A hundred and ſeventy or eighty

pounds was alſo to be paid to him from Saybrook and

one or two newly ſettled towns. The whole amount

appears to have been more than £2,ooo, which the co

lony paid for the right ofjuriſdiction, the ordnance,arms

and ſtorcs at the fortd" As different apprehenſions had

ariſen, nfpecting theſe agreements, and the state of af

F'b-slh, fairsbetween Mr. Fenwick and the colony, the general

I Sl' court appointed committees to meet at Saybtook to aſ

certain them. To quiet the minds oſ the people, notice

was given to every town of the time and place of the

* meeting of the committees, and each was authorized to

ſend repreſentatives to hear the diſputes and report the

iſſue, with the reaſons of it, to their constituents. By

 

'* Set the agreement' Number' v and vr,



Ctur.X. OFCONNECTICUT. act'

theſe means the inhabitants obtained general ſatisfaction. BOOK I.

Mrt. John Winthrop, at the election, was choſen into w
the magistracy. The aſſembly conſisted of thirty four 1651. ct

members ; twelve magistrates and twenty two deputies. May 15

THE colony of Rhode-lſland gave great trouble to her Rhode.

neighbours, by giving entertainment to criminals and ſu- llland en

gitives. Connecticut found it ſo prejudicial to the courſe teſtfi'km

of justice and to the rights oſ individuals, that the court "sum"

reſolved to recommend the conſideration oſ the affair to

the commiffioners of the United colonies!

MR. Winthrop imagined, that Connecticut contained

mines and minerals, which might be improved to great

advantage to individuals, as well as to the public emolu

ment. Upon a motion of his, the aſſembly paſſed the

following act.

U WHEREAS, in this rocky country, among theſe Act to cl

W mountains and rocky hills, there are probabilities of resurdfffie

ſ' mines of metals, the diſcovery of which may be of cozflſſy'of

i' great advantage to the country, in raiſing a staple ming',

a commodity ; and whereas John Winthrop, Eſquire,

U doth intend to be at charges and adventure, for the

i' ſearch and diſcovery of ſuch mines and minerals ; for

't the encouragement thereof, and of any that ſhall ad

" venture with the ſaid John Winthrop, Eſquire, in the

'ſ ſaid buſineſs, it is therefore ordered by the court, that

* if the ſaid John Winthrop, Eſquire, ſhall diſcover, ſet

U upon, and maintain ſuch mines of lead, copper or tin;

'* or any minerals, as antimony, vitriol, black lead, al

" lum, (tone ſalt, ſalt ſprings, or any other the like, with

ſ' in this juriſdiction; and ſhall ſet up any work for the

fl digging, waſhing and melting, or any other operation

a about the ſaid mines or minerals, as the nature thereof

W requireth 5 that then, the ſaid JohnWinthrop, Eſquire,

U his heirs, aſſociates, partners or aſſigns, ſhall enjoy for

" ever ſaid mines, with the lands, wood, timber and water

" within two or three miles of ſaid mines, for the neceſ

" ſary carrying on of the works, and maintaining of the

'5 workmen, and proviſion of coal for the ſame. Provip

" ded it be not within the bounds of any town already

" ſettled, or any particular perſon's property z and pro

 

' Auguſtus Harriman,a Dutch trader, with his veſſel, wa'

ſeized by the people of Saybrookfor. illicit tradc with the lndian'.

The court lined him ,C4o and conſiſcated his veſſel and eargo.

They alſo made him give it in writing under his handnhathehad

been well treated. c

C
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Boox I.

w

1 65 t .

Settle

ment of

Norwalk

and Mid

dletown.

U vided it be n'ot in, or bordering'upon" any place, that

N ſhall, or may, by the court, be judged fit to make a

N plantation of." -

THOUGH the eaſtern and middle parts ofNorwallt had

been purchaſed more than ten years, yet there had been

only a few ſcattering inhabitants within its limits. But

the last year, upon the petition of Nathan Ely and Rich

ard Olmſlead, the court gave liberty for its ſettlement,

and ordained, that it ſhould be a town, by the name of

Norwalk. The weſtern part of it was purchaſed on

the 15th of February. The inhabitants, at this time,

conſisted of about twenty ſamilies. About four years af

ter, the general court vested them with town privileges.

The ſituation of the place is very agreeable ; the harbour

is pleaſant and ſafe, and the lands rich yielding plen

teouſly. The air is uncommonly healthful and ſalu

briousl"

THE ſettlement of Mattabeſeck commenced about the

ſame time. The principal planters were from England,

Hartford, and Wethersfield. The greatest number was

from Hartford. There was a conſiderable acceſlion from

Rowley, Chelmsſord, and Wobum, in Maſſachuſetts.

By the cloſe of this year, it became conſiderably ſettled.

In November 165 3,the general court gave it the name

of Middletown. Twenty years after, the number of

ſhares was fixed at fifty two. This was the whole num

ber of the houſeholders, at that period, within the town.

THE agreement made, the last year, with the Dutch

governor, and his profeſſions of amity, encouraged the

Engliſhtoproſecutc the ſettlement of the lands, which

they had purchaſcd, in the Vicinity of the Dutch.

FiFTY men from New-Haven and Totoket, made

preparations to ſettle their lands at Delaware. This

ſpring, they hired a veſſel to tranſport themſelves and

their effects into thoſe parts. They had a commiſlion

from Governor Eaton ; and he wrote an amicable letter

to the Dutch governor, acquainting him with their de

ſign; aſſuring him, that, according to the agreementat

 

Attempt

to ſettle

Delaware.

* From the first ſettlementctoſ the town to 1732, a term of

more than 80 years, then was no general ſickneſs, except theſi

meaſlesdnthe town. From r7r5, to 1719, there died in that

[az'LZC town twelve per-ſons only. Out of one train band, con

ſiſting oſahundred men,there died not one perſon, from 1716

to 1730.during the term nt' fourteen years. Mrs. lianford, re

lict of the first minister of the town, died Sept rath, 1730, aged

too years. Manuſcripts of the Re'. Moſes Dickinſon.
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Hartford, they would ſettle upon their own lands and BOOK I.

give no disturbance to their neighbours. A letter, of LMJ

the ſame import, was alſo addreſſed to him from the gov- 1651.

ernor of Maffiichuſetts. But no ſooner had Governor

Stuyveſant received the letters, than he arrested the bear

ers, and committed them cloſe priſoners, under guard.

Then ſending for the master of the veſſel to ,come on New-Ha

ſhore, that he might ſpeak with him, he 'arrested and "*'"_peo'

committed him. Others, as they came on ſhore, to viſit prfilflh

and affist their neighbours, were confined with them. Zyme

The Dutch governor deſired to ſee their commiſiion, uutch

promiſing it ſhould be returned when he had taken a copy. BOVUNOT

But when it was demanded of him he would not return ,

it to them. Nor would he releaſe the men from con

finement, until he had forced them to give it under their

hands, that they would not proſecute their voyage ; but,

without loſs of time, return to New-Haven. He threat

ened, that, if he ſhould afterwards find any of them at

Delaware, 'he would not only ſeize their goods, but ſend

them priſoners into Holland. He alſo cauſed a conſid

erable part of the estate of the inhabitants of Southamp

ton to be attached, and would not ſuffer them to rem0ve

it within the juriſdiction of the Engliſh. Captain Tap

ping, Mr. Fordham and others therefore complained and

petitioned to the commiſiioners for redreſs. _

THEY met this year at New-Haven. The members Comm'ſ'

were Mr. Bradstreet and Captain John Hawthorne, Mr. [THiſ-St

John Brown and Mr. Timothy Hatherly, Governor Hop- New

kins and Mr. Ludlow, Governors Eaton and Goodyear. Haven

Governor Eaton was choſen preſident. Sept 14.

JASPER CRANE and William Tuttle, in behalfof them- pennon

ſelves and many others, inhabitants of New-Haven and rel'pccting

Totoket, preſented a petition to the commillioners, com- Damaſc

plaining oſ the treatment which they had received from

the Dutch governor, and repreſenting, that they had ſuſ

tained more than three hundred pounde damage, beſides

the inſult and injury done to the United colonies. Thcy

ſhowed, that the Dutch had ſeized, and were about to

ſortify, upon the very lands which they had bought of

the original proprietors at Delaware : That, had it not

been for the injustice and violence of the Dutch, the

New-England colonies might have been greatly enlarged,

by ſettlements in thoſe parts ; that the goſpel might have

been publiſhed to the natives, and much good done, not

only to the colonies, at preſent, but to posterity. They

alſo repreſented, that the Dutch were, by gifts and art,
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Boox I. enticing the Engliſh to make ſettlements under their ju

K/W riſdiction. They inſisted, that ſuffering them thus to in

1651. ſult the Engliſh, and to ſeize on lands to which they

could ſhew no just claim, would encourage them to drive

them from their other ſettlements, and to ſeize on their

lands and property, whenever they pleaſed ; and that it

would make them contem-ptible among the natives, as

well as among all other nations. They preſſed the corn.

miſlioners therefore to act with ſpirit, and immediately

to redreſs the injuries which had been done to them and

the colonies.

The cow THE commiſiioners nevertheleſs declined acting against

humane" the Dutch, Without previouſly writing, and attempting to

tamen- obtain redreſs by negotiation. They wrote to Stuyve

flrate and ſant, inſisting, that he had acted in direct contraventi-on

Proieg of the agreement at Hartſord, and noticed, that, in a let

t'ſiffz'gmch ter to Governor Eaton, he had threatencd force of arma

common and bloodſhed to any, who ſhould go to make ſettlement:

upon their lands, at Delaware, to which he was unable

to ſhow any claim. They repreſean to him how defi.

cient it appeared, at Hartford, not only to the commiſ

ſioners, but even to the arbitrators of his own chooſing.

_ _ They charge him with a breach of the engagernent of

Mr. Willet and Mr. Baxter, in his behalf, with reſpect

to the restoration of Greenwich to the government of

New-Haven. They remonstrated againſt his conduct

inimpnſoning the people of New-Haven and Totoket,

, in detaimng their commiflion, and frustrating their voy

age; and alſo in beginning to erect fortifications upon

the lands of the New-Haven people at Delaware. They

affirmed, that they had as good a right to the Manha

does, as the Dutch had to thoſe lands. They declared,

that the colonies had just cauſe to vindicate and promote

their interests, and to redreſs the injuries which had been

done to their confederates. They protested, that what

ever inconveniences or miſchief mi ht ariſe u n it would
be wholl g po

conducty chargeable to his, unneighbourlyand 'ming

Refflſh _ AT the ſame time,

tion m: tioners, they reſolved,

pecting months, they ſhould a

the ſettle. at Delaware and

ment of ,
Dclawa" dred and fifty,

' with a good ve

a ſufficient qu

_ commilſron ſ;

for the encouragement of the peti

that if, at any time, within twelve

ttempt the ſettlement of their lands,

, at their own charge, tranſport a hun

or at least a hundred men, well armed,

ſiel or veſſels for ſuch an enterpriſe, with'

antity of ammunition ; and warranted by a

Om the authority athw-Haren,that then.

\
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if they ſhould meet with any oppoſition from the Dutch BOOK I;

or Swedes, they would afford them aſufficient force for VW

their defence. They alſo reſolved, that all Engliſh plan- "U"

ters, at Delaware, either from New-Haven, or any other

of the United colonies, ſhould be under the juriſdiction

of New-Haven.

THE Pequots among the Moheagans and Narragan- Trffime ,

ſets, and thoſe who had removed to Long-iſland, had, demanded

do this time, neglected to pay any partof the tribute, ofthe Pe

W'hich had been stipulated, at Hartford, in 1638, upon qual'

COndition, that the Engliſh would ſpare their lives and de

fend them from their enemies. The general court had

given orders, that it ſhould be' collected forthwith, and

had appointed Captain Maſon to go to Long-Iſland, and

demand it of the Pequots there, as well as of thoſe in oth

er places.

Uncas, with a number of the Moheagans, and of They do'

Ninigrate's men, therefore preſented himſelf before the mand

commiſhoners; and, in behalf of the Pequots, paid a why it

tribute of about three hundred fathom of wampum. He WB? V'

then, in their name, demanded, why this tribute was re- qu'rcd'

quired 17 How long it was to continue ? And whether it

must be paid by the children yet unborn ?

THE commiffiohers anſwered, that, by covenant, it had Anſwfl.

been annually due ever ſince the year 1638 : That after ofthe

ajust war, in which Uſe Pequots were conquered, the commit'

Engliſh, to ſpare, as far as might be, the blood of the flow"

guilty, accepted of a ſmall tribute, as eaprefl'ed in the

cOVenant. They inſisted, that they had a right to de

mand it as a just debt. They obſerved, that twelve year'

tribute was now due, reckoning only to the year 16505

but that, to ſhow their lenity, and encourage the Pequots.

if they would behave themſelves well, and pay the tri'

bute agreed upon, for ten years, reckoning from 1650,

they would give them all which was due for past years 5

and that, at the expiration of the ten years, they and their

children ſhould be free. This, it ſeems, they tliankful

ly accepted, and afterwards became as faithful friends to

the Engliſh, as the Moheagans. They affisted them in

their wars with other Indians; eſpecially, in that against
Philip and the Narraganſetcts.

Wmu. the commiſſzoners were at New-Haven, two 'rend

French gentlemen, Monſieur Godfroy and Monſicur Ga- asmn'

briel Druillets, arrived in the capacity of commiſſionets from Can'

from Canada. They had been ſent by the French gov- Add

unor, Monfieur D'Ailloboug to treat with the United
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colonies. They preſented three commiſſions, one from

Monſieur D'Aillebout, another from the council of New

France, and a third to Monſieur Gabriel Druillets, who'

had been authorized to publilh the doctrines and duties

oſ Christianity among the lndians.

IN behalf of the French in Canada, and the Christiani

zed Indians in Acadia, they pctitioned for aid against

the Mohawks and warriors of the ſix nations. They ur

ged, that the war was just, as tlfe Mohawks had violated

the most ſolemn leagues, and were perfidious and cruel:

That it was a holy war, as the Acadians were converted

Indians, and the Mohawks treated them barbarouſly, be

e; uſeoſ their christianity. They inſisted, that it was a

common concern to the French and Engliſh nations, as

the war with the ſix nations interrupted the trade of both,

with the Indians in general. _

MONSlEU'R Druillets appeared to be a man of addreſs.

He opened the caſe to the best advantage, diſplaying all

his art, and employing his utmost ability to perſuade the

commiſſioners to engage in the war against the ſix nations.

He urged, that, iſ they would not conſent to join in the

war,>they Would at least, permit the enlistment of volun

teers, in the United colonies, for the French ſervice;

and grant them a free paſſage through' the colonies, by

land or water, as the caſe might re uire, to the M'ohawk
country. * He alſo pleaded, thatt i christianized Indians

might be taken under the protection oſ the United colo

nies. He made fair promiſes of the-ample compenſation

which the French would make the coloiiies for theſe ſer

vices. He repreſented, that, iſ theſe points could be

gained, thEvaould enter immediately upon a treaty, for

the establiſhment of a ſree trade between the French and

Engliſh in all parts of America.

THE reply of the commiffioners exhibits policy and

prudence *, ſhowing, that they were not ignorant of

men, nor oſ the arts of negotiation. They anſwered,

that they looked-upon ſuch lndians, as had received the

yoke of CHRiST, with another eye, than upon thoſe who

worſhipped th'e- devil: That they pitied the Acadians,

but ſaw n_0 way to help them, without expoſmg the Eng

liſh colonies, and their own neighbouring Indians, to

Vf'arj And that ſome of thoſe Indians profeſſed chriſ

fmmY "OJCTS than the Acadians. They obſerved, that

zrgs the" deſire, by alljust means, to keep peace with

no ocenſieven With theſe barbarians 5 and that they had

ca on-for war with the Mohawks 3 who, in the war
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ctſiT

with the Pequots, had ſhown a real reſpect to the Engliſh BOOK l.

colonies -, and had never ſince committed any hostility VW

against them. They declared their readineſs to perform 165x. '

all officcs of righteouſneſs, peace, and good neighbour

hood towards the French colony; yet, that they could

not permit the enlisting of volunteers, nor the marching

of the French and their Indians through the colonies,

without giving grounds of offence and war to the Mo

hawks, and expoſing both themſelves and the Indians

whom they ought to protect: They obſerved, that the

Engliſh engaged in no war until they were ſatisfied, that

it was just z nor until peace had been offered, on reaſon
able terms, and had been refuſed : That the Mohawks i

were neither in ſubjection to the Engliſh, nor in league

with them; ſo that they had no means of informing

themſelves what they. could ſay in their own vindica

tion. They alſo aſſured the French ambaſſadors, that.

they were exceedingly diſſatisfied with that miſchievous

trade, which the French and Dutch had carried on, and

still continued with the Indians, in vending them arms

and ammunition, by which they were encouraged, and

made inſolent, not only against the Christian Indianband

catechumens, but against all christians, in Europe, as

well as America. But if all other difficulties were re

moved, they repreſented, they had no ſuch ſhort and

convenient paſſage, by land or water, as might be had '

by Hudſon's river to fort Aurania and beyond, in the poſ

ſcffion of the Dutch. They concluded, by obſerving,

that the honored French deputies, as they conceived,

had full powers to ſettlc a free trade between the Engliſh

and French colonies ; but if, for reaſons best known to

themſelves, it was deſigned to limit the Engliſh, by the

ſame restraint: and prohibitions to which the unprivileged

French were ſubjected; not ſuffering them to trade, un

til they had obtaincd a particular licence from the gov

ernor and company of New-France, they must wait a.

more favorable opportunity for negotiation. Such an

opportunit , whenever it ſhould offer, they intimated

they ſhoul readily embrace.o _

THE commiſſioners, apprehending that there was lit- [maw

tle proſpect of obtaining a redreſs of their grievances, Mr. Winfi- .

from the Dutch, by remonstrances and negotiation, wrote low'

to Mr. Winflow, agcnt for Maſſachuſetts in England, on

the ſubject. They repreſented the claims and rights Of

* Record' of the United colomes.
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BOOK I. the colonies, and the injuries which they ſuffered from

WV the Dutch. They inſisted, that their conduct was a

1651- high affront, not only to the colonies, but to the honor

of the Engliſh nation. They deſired Mr. Winilow to

enquire how the parliament and council of state esteemed

the ancient patents, and how any engagements of the co

lonies, against the Dutch, for the defence of their rights,

would be viewed by the parliament. It was deſired, that

he would give them the earliest information on the ſub

'ect. *
Capt I THE people at New-Haven perſisted in their purpoſe

Man;" ;n_ of making, if poſſible, a permanent ſettlement upon their

with to lahds at Delaware. They were ſenſible, that ſuch wa'

"move to the ſituation oſ their affairs, that a leader, who was not

Ddawum only a politician, but a man of known courage, military

ſkill and experience, would be of great importance to the

enterpriſe. They therefore made application to Captain

Maſon to remove with them to Delaware, and take on

him the management of the company. They made him

ſuch offers, that it ſeems he had a deſign of leaving the

colony, and putting-himſelf at the head of the Engliſh

ſettlements in thoſe parts. But the general court, at

Connecticut, would by no means conſent. They unan

imouſly deſired him to entertain no thoughts of changing

his ſituation. This appears to have prevented his going,

and to have frustrated the deſign. u

_ Tm; grand list of the colony appears this ear, for the

kgfogybe first time, upon the reeords. There are the lists of ſeven

oct_ 9,h_ towns only. The others either paid no taxes, or their

lists were not completed and returned. The amount of

the whole was £75,492 : Io: 6. It appears that the

towns, at this period, were not, upon an average, more

than equal to our common pariſhes at this day.

ghflion, AT the general election, in Connecticut, in 1652, the

'ba-30, former magrstrates were re-elected.

THE commencement of hostilities, the last year,

between England and Holland, the perfidious mana -

ment of the Dutch governor, with apprehenſions ofſi the

riſing of the Indians, ſpread a general alarm through the

colony.

Junezouh dTHE aſſembly convenedon the 3oth of June, and

nggiefl ſeveral meaſures for the common ſafct . Orders

mannl'tizlcnn that the cannon at Saybrook ſhould be well

with ammff: Femages; that the fort ſhouldbe ſupplied

(entered bmloni and that the inhabitants, who were

a mad' ſhwld collect their families into it, and
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hold themſelves in the best state of readineſs for their Boort I.

common defence. w

THE lndians, in the Vicinity of the ſeveral plantations, 1653.

within the colony, were required to give testimony of lmliimn

their friendſhip and fidelity to the Engliſh, by delivering Tde w

up their arms to the governor and magistrate-I. Thoſe U'Eſiſrſſigmh

who refuſed were to be conſidered as enemies. Apſn

Srorveunr, the Dutch governor, made no ſatisfae- '653.
tion for Past injuries; but ctadded new inſults and griev

ances to thoſe which were past. He again revived the

claims which he had renounced at Hartſord; and though

he restrained the Dutch from open hostility, yet he uſed

all his arts with the Indiana to engage them to maſſacre

the Engliſh colonists.

A Drscovenr was made, in March, that he was con

federate with the lndians, in a plot for the extirpation of

the Engliſh colonies. An extraordinary meetingof the

commiflioners was called upon the occaſion. lt coriſified Apffl

of Governor Endicot, Mr. Wm. Hawthorne, Wm. z9zh,

Bradſord, Eſquire, Mr. John Brown, Mr. Ludlow, Cap- Commiſ

tain Culliclt, Governor Eaton and Captain John Ast- ſiom"

wood. Governor Endicot was choſen preſident. men'

Upon a cloſe attention to the report: which had been

ſpread, and a critical examination of the evidence, all

the commiſlioners, except thoſe 'of the Maffachuſetts,

were of the opinion, that there had been a horrid and

execrable plot,concerted by the Dutch governor and the Plot erth:

Indians, for the destruction of the Engliſh colonies.-- Dutch

Ninigrate, it appeared, had ſpent the winter, at the Man- aim' In'

hadoes,with Stuyveſant, on the buſineſs. He had been um'

over Hudſon's river, among the westem Indians; pro

cureda meeting of the ſachema; made ample declar;.

tions against the Engliſh z and ſolicited their aid against

the colonies. He was brought back, in the ſpring, in a

Dutch ſloop, with arms and ammu-nition from the Dutch

governor. The lndians, for ſome hundreds of miles, Evidenc'

appeared to be diſaffectcd and hostile. Tribes, which ofit,

before had been always friendly to the Engliſh, became *

inlmical; and the lndians boasted, that they were to have

oods from the Dutch, at half the price for which the

ngliſh ſold them; and powder as plenty as the ſand.

The Long-Ifland lndians testiſied to the plot. Nine

ſaehems, who lived in the viciniry of the Dutch, ſent

'heir united testimony to Stamford, " that the Dutch

Yf governor had ſolicited thembe promiſing them gons, um), U,
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BOOK I. t' powder, ſwords, wampum, coats, and waist-eoats, to

wu cut off the Engliſh." The meſſengers, \wh0 were ſent,

'1653, declared, i' they were as the mouth of the nine ſaga

"* U motes who all ſpake, they would not lie." One of

the nine ſachems aſtefwards came to Stamford, with

other Indians, and testified the ſame. The plot was

conſeſſed by a Wampeag and a Narraganſet Indian ; and

'Li- was confirmed by Indian testimonies from all quarters.*

It was expected, that a Dutch ſleet would arrive, and

that the Dutch and Indians would unite in the destruc

tion of the Engliſh plantations. It was rumored, that

the time for the maſlacre was fixed upon the day of the

public election, when the ſtcemen would be generally

from home.

Alum lnd- THE country was exceedingly alarmed ; eſpecially

distreſs of lConnecticut and New-Haven. They were greatly

"36 '30'0' hindered in their ploughing, ſowing, planting, and in all

"waſ, a their affairs. They were worn' down with constant

watching and guarding, and put to great expenſe for the

common ſafety.

SIX of the commiffioners were ſatisfied, that they had

just grounſs of war with the Dutch. They drew up a

general declaration of their grievances, for the ſatisfaction

of the per ple. They alſo stated the evidence they had of

the conſpiracy, which they ſuppoſed was then in hand.

They determined nevertheleſs, before they commenced

hostilities against the Dutch, to acquaint the governor

with the diſcovery which they had made, and to give him

an opportunity oſ anſwering for himſelf.

. IN the mean time letters arrived from the Dutch

governor, in which he appeared, with great confidence,

ahſolutely to deny the plot which had been charged upon

him. He offered to go or ſend to Boston to clear his

innocence ; or deſired that ſome perſons mightbe depu

ted and ſent to the Manhadoes, to examine the charges and

receive his anſwers. Other letters arrived at the ſame

time confirming the evidence of the conſpiracy, and

repreſenting, that the Indians were hastened to carry it

into execution.

flfflnts THE commiflioners determined to ſend agents to the

ezifgttckh- governor a and with the utmost diſpatch made choice of

Dutch 'e Francis Newman, one of the magistratesof New-Haven,

governet, Captam John Leveret, afterwards governor of Maſſachu

ſetts, and Mr. William Davis. They vested them with

\
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plenary powers to examine the whole affiair, and to re- BOOK I.

ceive the governor's anſwer, according to his own wv

propoſals. 1653. ,

STUYVESANT, in his letters, pretended to expreſs his LzCIKCl'ZIO

'm an

admiration, that the Engliſh ſhould give credit to Indian his num

testimony. The commiſlioners therefore, in their reply, ch

charged him with making uſe of heathen testimony

against New-Haven ; and obſerved, that Kieſt, his .3

Eredeceſſor, had uſed Indian testimonies against the -

ngliſh in astrange manner, in a caſe of treaſon, and

life or death. They alſo acquainted him with the bloody

uſe which the Dutch governor and his council had made

Of the confeſſion of the Japaneſe, againſt Captain Tower

ſon and the Engliſh Christians at Amboyna, though it

was extorted by torture. _

THE! wrote to Monſieur Montague and Captain

Newton, who were of the Dutch governor's council,

that his protestations of innocence gave them no ſatisfac

tion. They charged the fiſcal,+ as well as the governor,

with the plot. They stated their grievances, demanded

ſatisfaction for past injuries, and ſecurity for the future. -

WHlLE their agents were employed at the Manhadocs,

they determined on the number of men to be raiſed, in E'OQFsdw

caſe oſ a war. For the first expedition they reſolved to c m c *

ſend out ſive hundred ; and appointed Captain Leveret

to the chief command. They alſo determined, that,

ſhould they engage in war with the Dutch,the commiſ

ſioners of the United colonies ſhould meet at New-Haven,

to give all neceſſary directions reſpecting the expedition,

and to order the war in general.

NOTWITHSTANDING the fair propoſals which Gov- The

ernor Stuyveſant had made, he would ſubmit to no ex- Dutch

amination, by the agents, any further than a committee ZSYFd'M'"

of his own appointing ſhould conſent. Two ofthe com- anſiſifligct -

mittee were perſons who had been compla-ined of for

miſdemeanors, at Hartſord ; and one of them had been

laid under bonds for his crimes. The agents conceived,

that the very propoſal of ſuch perſons as a committee

was a high aſſront to them, to the United colonies, and

to the Engliſh nation. Beſides, the Dutch governor

would not ſuffer the witneſſes to ſpeak unleſs they were

previouſly laid under ſuch restraints as would prevent all

benefit from their evidence. The agents not only object

ed to the Committee, and declined all connection with
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Boorc I. them, but remonstrated against the restraints propoſed to

LMJ

'653.
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fioner'

meet a

gain.

Agent'

make re

pol t'

be, laid on the witneſſes. FindingI that nothing could

be effected with reſpect to the deſign of their agency, they,

in a ſpirited manner, demanded ſatisfaction for inſults

and injuries past, and ſecurity against future abuſe, and

took leave of the Manhadoes.

As the returned, they took various testimonies re

ſpectingt e plot; ſome from the Indians, and other'

from the Engliſh, ſwom before proper authority. Before

their return, the com miflioners were diſperſed, and the

eneral elections were finiſhed. The courts at Connect

'cut and New-Haven voted their reſpective quotas of

men, appointed their officers, and gave orders, that all ne

ceſſary preparations ſhould be made for the deſigned ex

pedition. _

ON the election at Hartford, the former officers were

rechoſen. The time of election, at New-HaVen, had

been changed from October to May 3 and this year was

on the agth of the month. The govemors were the

ſame as they had been for ſeveral years, Eaton and Good

ear. The magistrates were Mr. William Fowler, Mr.

John Astwood, William Leet, Eſquire, Mr. Joſhua At

water, and Mr. Francis Newman. Mr. Atwatcr was

treaſurer, and Mr. Newman, ſecretary.

Inuanu-rau on the return of the agents, from the

Manhadoes, the general court of Maſſachuſettsſummoned

another extraordinary meeting of the commiſſioners, at

Boston, about the last oſ May. The commiflioners were

all the ſame who compoſed the last meeting, except Mr.

Bradstreet in the room of Governor Endieot, who was

obliged to attend the general court.

Tne agents made rt-port of the treatment which they

had received from the Dutch, and of ſuch evidence as

they had taken of the plot on their return. The corn

miſſtoners were alſo certified, that the lndians, on Long

lſland, had charged the fiſcal with the plot; and that

Captain Underhill, having reported what the lndians de

clared, was ſeized and carried by a guard of ſoldiers from

Fluſhing to the Manhadoes, where he was confined by

the ſiſcal until what he had reported was affirmed to his

face. Then he was diſmiſſed without trial, and all his

clarges borne. No ſooner had the agents taken their de

parture from the Manhadoes, than the captain, becauſe

e had been active in exhibiting the evidence of the

Dutch and Indian conſpiracy, notwithstanding all the im

portant ſervices he had rendered the Dutch, was ordered
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to depart. The commiſſioners' received alettar ſrom BOOK l.

him, May 24th, repreſenting the extreme danger' in WV

which he and all the Engliſh were, aſſuring them, that as 1653

neceſſity had no law, he had, like jrptha, put his life in

his hand to ſave Engliſh blood ; and, that he was

waiting their orders, with loyalty to them and the par

liament, to vindicate the rights of the nation. The

Dutch demanded, that all the Engliſh among them ſhould

take an oath of fidelity to them. This, in caſe of war,

might have obliged them to fight against their own na

tion.

THE people of Hempsted, at the ſame time, repre

ſented, that the were in the utmost danger, and wrote,

in the most preſling manner, for arms and ammunition to

defend themſelves. Letters were alſo ſent from Connecti

cut and New-Haven, with intelligence, that the Dutch

governor, by preſents of wampum, coats, and other arti

cles, was exciting the Mohawſis and various Indian

tribes to riſe and attack the Engliſh, both on Long-lſland

and on the main. t '

A LONG letter from the Dutch governor was alſo re

ceived, in which, in general terms, he excuſed himſelf

relative to the plot ; but he gave no eneouragement of the

least ſatisfaction, in a ſingle instance; or that the colo

nies ſhould be more ſafe from injury and inſult for the

future. Indeed, he still inſulted them z renewing the

daims both to Connecticut and New-Haven, which he

had given up at Hartford.

ALL the commiflioners, excepting Mr. Bradstreet,vo

ted for war against the Dutch. He was under the influ- The coin.

enceof the general court of Maiſachuſetts, who were miſſmneſ'

uſing all their arts to oppoſe the commiſſioners, and pre- arzrfff'

vent open hostility. The commiſſioners, however, ſo w '

strenuouſly ur ed the justice and neceſſity of an'immedi

ate war witht e Dutch, and ſo ſpiritedly remonstrated

against the conduct of the court, as violators of the arti

cles of union, that they appointed a comniittee of conſer

enee with them. They deſired, that a statement oſ the

eaſe might be made, and the advice of the elders taken

on the ſubject. The committee of the court were Ma

jor Deniſon and Captain Leveret.

THE commiflioners replied, that their former declara

tion, their letter to the Dutch governor, and the evi

dence before them, afforded clear and ſufficient light in

the affair. Nevertheleſs they appointed Captain Haw

thome, Mr.--Btadſord, and Governor Eaton a committe'
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BOOK I. to conſer with the gentlemen appointed by the court.

w - Governor Eaton drew a state of the caſe, in behalf of the

1653. committee of the commiſſioncrs. The committee from

' ' the general court would not conſent to it, but drew a

state-ment of their own. Under the influence of the .

Advicc of general court, and the different repreſentation which.

the chew their committee had made, the elders_gave their opinion:

U THAT the proofs and preſumptions of the execrable

plot, tending to the destruction of ſo many of the dear

ſaints oſ GOD, imputed to the Dutch governor and the

ſiſeal, were of ſuch weight as to induce them to be

lieve the reality of it', yet they were not ſo fully con

cluſive as to clear up a preſent proceeding to war be

fore the world ; and to bear up their hearts with that

fulneſs of perſuaſion which was meet in commending

the caſe to Cor), in prayer, and to the people in exhor

tations; and that it would be ſafest for the colonies

to forbear the uſe 'of the ſword *, but adviſed to be in a

posture of defence and readineſs for action until the

mind of GOD ſhould be more clearly known, either

U for a more ſettled peace, or manifcst grounds oſwar."

IT ſeems, that the affair was very partially referred to

the miniſters, whether the evidence of the plot was ſo

clear as to warranta war z whereas this was but one cir

cumstance among many, which might render it just and

neceſlary. Theſe ought to have been conſidered no leſs

than the other. The deputies of the court concurred

with the clergy.

(i
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Covemor IN the mean time, all the commiſſioners, except Mr.

Lump: Bradstreet, continued determined for war. Governor

"were" Eaton inſisted, that the Dutch had, for many years, dur

tatinn of ing _a ſucceſſion oſ overnors, multi lied in'uries and
legalth hoſhle aſſronts, with tgreachery and ſalſxhood, tigainst the

' Engliſh, to their very great damage: That theſe injuries

had been fully and repeatedly repreſented to them, and

ſatisfaction demanded 5 yet that nothing had been receiv

ed, m return, but dilatory, falſe, and offenfive anſwers.

He obſerved, that the governor and his aſſociates had

been formerly ſuſpected and accuſed of instigating the

Indinns against the Engliſh 3 and that now a treacherous

and blood 1 t h . , 2
him and liispfſſcalzdbzcerii dlſcm eud, and Charged Upon

b i ſi _ ore witneſl'es than could have
b::: ZTHLTcd 5 that by it the peace of the country had

dun andurufflh _their own lives, the liVCs of their chil

"dy : Than 3?" connections had been in constant jeop

nor a fair spPOZUgh they had allowed the Dutch govero

tunity of clearing himſelf, of makng ſat.
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isſaction, and ſecuring the colonies for the future; yet Boox I.

that, by his conduct, he had increaſed the e'vidence of his w

guilt ; and that he had given the colonies no ſecurity for 1653.

their future peace and ſafety z nor had they the least rea

ſon to expect them. He inſisted, that the Engliſh, un

der the juriſdiction'oſ the Dutch, were in the mo-st im

mediate danger, not only from them, but the Indian:

through their instigation ; becauſe they would not ſub

mit to an oath to join with them in fighting against their

rwn nation. He urged, that the inſolence, treachery,

and bitter enmity, which the Dutch had manifested'

against the nation of England, and all the Engliſh abroad,

as they had opportunity, were ſufficient to aſſure them,

that, as ſoon as the Statee General ſhould be able to ſend

a ſmall fleet to the Manhadocs, the colonies could not be

ſafe, either in their perſons or property, by land or ſea.

He further inſistcd, that the state of the commonwealth

of England and of the colonies was ſuch as called for war -,

and that, if either of the colonies ſhould refuſe to join in

it, against the common enemy, and if any of the planta

tions, through ſuch refuſal, ſhould be destroyed, the

guilt of ſuch blood would lie upon them.1

Some faithful people in the Maſſachuſetts were en- Mr N

tirely oppoſed to the conduct of their general court, and ſi. bless;

ventured to expreſs their opinion. The Reverend. Mr. for war.

Norris 'of Salem ſent a writing to the commiſſioners,

repreſenting the neceſſity of a war. He urged, that if the

colonies, in their then preſent circumstances, ſhould

neglect to engage in it, it would be a declaration of their

neutrality in the contest', mightbe viewed in that light

by the parliament 5 and be of great and general diſſervice

to their interests : That the ſpending of ſo much time in

parlies and treaties, after all the injuries they had received,

and while the enemy was inſulting them, and fortifying

against them, would make them contemptible among the

Indians: That it Was diſhonoring GOD, in whom they

profeſſed to trust, and bringing a ſcandal upon them

ſelves. 'He inſilled, that as their brethrenhad ſent their

moan to them, and deſired their affistance, if they ſhould

refuſe, the curſe ofthe Angel of the Lord against Meroz

would come upon them. This, he ſaid, he preſented in

the name of many penſive hearts!l D l

BUT nothing could induce the Maſſachuſctts to unite as: Luke

with their brethren,in a war against the Dutch. The general

general court, in direct violation of the articles of con. Court of

> Mafl'achw

+ Record' of the United colonie'. 'ſi &n'

3' Recurda of the United Colonie'.

May 30.
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BOOK l. ſederation, reſolved, that no determination of the eom.

W miſlioners, though they ſhould all agree, ſhould bind the

un, general court to join in an offenſive war, which ſhould

appear to ſuch general court to be unjust. This declarao

tion gave great uneaſineſs to the commiſſtoners, and to

the filter colonies. Indeed it nearly effected a diſſolu

tion of their union.

THE commiffionera, finding that the Maſſachuſetts

would not ſubmit to their determination, nor afford any

aſſistance to her confcderates, diſſolved.

Reſhzſh in this important criſis, Governor Haynes called a ſpe.

tion of the cial court, on the agth of June. The court reſolved,

omen' that the fears and distreſſes of the Engliſh, bordering upon

am;" gi the Dutch, and the damages which they had ſustained,

mal' ' ſhould be forthwith repreſented to the magistrate: in

June z5. Maſſachuſetts : That the opinion of 'the court, reſpecting

the power of the commiſiioncrs to make war, and the rea

ſons of their opinion, ſhould be communicated. They

alſo determined, that their meſſengers ſhould humbly

pray, that war might be can'ied on against the Dutch, ac

cording to the determination of the commistioners. The

meſſengers were instructed, to uſe their influence, that

three magistrates might have p0wer to call a meeting of

the commiſſioners, at Hartford or New-Haven, to con

duct the affairs of the war, as occaſion mi ht require.

If this could not be obtained they were to deſire, that lib.

etty might be given to enlist volunteers, in the Mafl'a.

chuſetts, for the defence of the colonies.

Govaanoa Haynes and Mr. Ludlow were appointed

to confer with Governor Eaton and his council on the

ſubject. The court at New-Haven were no leſs clear

and unanimous, in the opinion of the power of the com

miſlioners to declare war and make peace, than the gen

eral court- at Connecticut ; and that all the colonie'

were ahſoluter bound by their determination. Both

colonies united in ſending the meſſengers, and in the

purport of their meſſage. But nothing more could be

obtained, than the calling of another meeting of the com

mifiioners at Boston.

Tunv met on the r 1 th of September. The reſolution'

of the general courts of Connecticut and NEW>H2VCR

were produced, exprcſſmg their entire approbation of

the dctermination of the commiſlioners, and remonstra

ting ngainst the declaration of the general court of Maſ

ſachuſctts, and the ſenſe which they had put on the ar
ticles oſ confederatiou. ct

Confer

with

New-"Ha

'en.

Commiſ.

ſionera

meet

&Ft. tr.
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THE general court of Maſſachuſetts returned an an- Boox I.

ſwer to this effect, that ſince their brethren of the otherw

colonies had apprehenſions different from theirs, they 1653

judged it might conduce most to peace to wave the point

in controverſy. At the ſame time they imtimated they

had no occaſion to anſwer them.

THE commiffioners refuſed to accept this as an anſwer. Reject

They inſisted, that they had ample powers, from all the the all'

other colonies, to determine, in all affairs of peace and e' Of

. . . e gen
war; and that this was conſistent wrth the grammatical m' court

and true ſenſe of the articles of conſederation. They oſ Mzſſz.

inſisted, that it was totally inconſistent, not only with Chuſcttl

the articles of union,vbut with the welfare of the colo- Aucrca.
i nies, that they ſhould be at ſo much expenſe and trouble tions be

to meet and deliberate on the general interests of the tween

confederates, if their determinations were to be annulled them'

by one co'urt and another.

THE general court, on their part, inſisted, that the de.

terminations of the commiffioners could not bind them

to a War which they could not ſee to abe just ; and that it

was inconſistent with the liberties of the colonies, that ,

their deciſions ſhould compel them to action.

THE commiſſioners replied,-that no power could bind

men to do that which was abſolutely unlawſulv; but that

their authority was as abſolute, with reſpect vto war and

peace, as any authority eouldbe ; and that it was their

province only to judge of the justice of the cauſe. They

maintained that it could be no inſringement of the rights

of the colonies to be bound by the acts of their own a

gents, vestcd with plena-ry powers for thoſe very acts.

They repreſented the religious and ſolemn manner in

which the conſederation was made; that, by its expreſs

wards, it was a perpetual league for them and their poſ

rcrity, in which their eight Commiffioners, or' any ſix of

them, ſhould have full power to determine all affairs of

war and peace, leagues, aids, Scc : That every article had

been examined, not only by a committee oſthe four gen

eral courts,but by the whole court of Maſſachuſetts, at

the time when it was completed: That many prayer'

Were addreſſed to heaven, for its accompliſhment, while

it was under conſideration ; and that the carrying of it

into execution had been an occaſion of abundant thankſ

giving. They ſaid, that after practiſing upon it for ten

years, the colonies had experienced the most ſaluta ef

fects, to the great and general advantage of all the con

E e
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In theſe vicws, they inſisted, that the violatior'

of it would be matter of great ſin in the preſence of GOD,

and of ſcandal before men. They referred it to the ſe

rious conſideration of the general court, whether they

would not, in his ſight who knew all hearts, be guilty of

this ſin and ſcandal ?

THE general court earnestly requested, that they would

drop the diſpute, and enter upon buſineſs. Their com

miſiioners alſo preſſed the ſame. But, with a ſpirit of

magnanimity and firmneſs, becoming their character,

they utterly refuſed *, determining, to a man, after draw

ing a remonstrance against the Maſſachuſetts, to return

to their reſpective colonies, and leave the event with the

ſupreme ruler. ' _

No ſooncrhad the general court intelligence oſ what

was tranſacting, than they diſpatched a writing to the

commiſſioners, apparently retracting all which they had

before advanced in oppoſition' to them. It was howev

er expreſſed artfully in doubtftrl language. Upon the re

ception of this, they proceeded to buſineſs. v

N'NIGRATE, ever ſince the Peqnot war, had been the

Common pest of the colonies. He had violated all his

contracts with them ; had fallen on the Long-[stand In

dians, who were in alliance with the Engliſh, and ſlain

many of them', and carried others, men, women and

children into captivity. *By his hostilities, he gave alarm

and trouble to the En liſh plantations, on the Ifland, in

the neighbourhood 0 the Indians. When meſſengers

had been ſent to him, demanding that he would return

the captives and deſist from war, he abſol-utely refuſed a

and would give no account of his conduct. He had now

ſpent the winter with the Dutch governor, in concerti-ng

meaſures against the Engliſh colonies *, and had been be

yond Hudſon's river, ſpiriting up the Indiansv there, as

well as in other quarters, to a general riſing against them.

The commiflioners therefore declared war against him,

and appointed the number of men and officers for the ſer

vice. They alſo again reſolved upon war against the

Dutch. All. the commiſſioners joined in theſe reſolu

tions, except Mr. Bradstreet. But they were to no pur

poſe. The general court refuſed to bear any part in the

war against either.

THE commiſlioners protested against the members of

the court of Maſſachuſetts as violators of the confedera

tion. They preſſed it as an indiſpxnſable duty to avenge

the blood of innocents, who had depended on them for
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ſafety, and had ſuffered on the accOtmt of their faithful- BOOK l.

neſs to the colonies 3 to recover their wives and childrenw

from captivity; to protect their friends from the inſults 1653.

of barbarous and blood men ; and to vindicate the hon

or of themſelves and of! the nation.1- '

THE Maſſachuſetts nevertheleſs perſisted in their op- The, per,

poſition to the commiſſioners, and would bear no part in fistintheir

the war. Their deſertion of their confederates was oppofi

matter of great injury and distreſs to them; eſpecially toConnecticut and New-Haven. They were not only ob- (When

liged to put up with all former inſults and damages from

the Dutch; but after they had been at great expenſe al

ready, in fortiflying and guarding against the Dutch and

Indians, and ad been worn down with anxiety and

watching from the very opening of the ſpring, they were

ſtill left to their fears, and obliged to combine together for

mutual defence, in the best manner of which they were

capable.

Few instances occur, in history, of ſo flagrant and ob-

ſtinate a violation of a covenant, ſo ſolemnl made, a' this
of the general court of Maſſachuſetts ; eiypecially, of a

covenant made between Christians of the ſame nation,

and all profeſſed brethren in the ſame faith. What in

terest the Maſſachuſetts made by thus favoring the Dutch

is not known ; but ſurely it is painful to relate the in

delible flain, which the legifiature of ſo ancient and re

fpectable a colony have left, by this conduct, upon thein '5 '_

honor as men, and upon their morals as Christians. ' '
THE general courts of Connecticut and New-Haven , i

were convokcd ſoon after the return of the commiflionera. (Is-THIS'

That at New-Haven convened on the rath of October, crnlcotſfl;

and the court at Connnecticut on the 2gth of Novcmber. of Con

Both conſidered the court of Maſſachuſetts as having "ta'en

wilfully violated the articles of union. The general figchncw'

court at New-Haven, expreſsly reſolved, " That the Maſ- '

ſachuſetts had broken their covenant with them, in acting

directly contrary to the articles of confederation."

Born colonies therefore determined to ſeek redreſs,rhe ad

from the commonwealth of England; Captain Astwood anſ: let:

was appointed agent to the Lord Protector and parlia- ters to

ment, to repreſent their state, and to ſoliclt ſhips and men Crn'mwcll

for the reduction of the Dutch. Connecticut and New- "my"

Haven conferred together, by their committees, and let-3 'num

u i
a'

 

1- Record: of the United eolonier, in which this controverſy i'ſi

recorded at large.
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BOOK l. ters were ſent, inthe name of both the general courts,

K/W containing a complete statement of their circumstances.

'633.

Provide a

frigate for

their de'

fencc.

_-,., r. , ddmage and inſtth from the Dutch

" '3 'ſin in the' ſpring they were'

___,. ,_ prehcnſions o'f a ſudden

'l'l l

It was agreed, that the addreſs to Lord Cromwell ſhould

be concluded inthe words following.

" THAT unleſs the Dutch be either removed, or ſo

far, at least, ſubjected, that the col'oni'es may be free

from injurious affronts, and ſecured against! the dangets

and miſchievous effects, which daily grow Upon them,

by their plotting with the [nd-inns, and' furniſhing them

0 with arms: against the Engliſh ; and that the league

t

i

I

I

'II-I

' 'U and confederation between the four united Engliſh co

fl lonies be confirmed and ſettled according to the true

'i ſenſe, and, till this year, the continued' interpretation'

'ſ of the articles, the peace and comfort of theſe ſmaller,

a westernlcolonies will be much hazarded and more and

' more impaired. But as they conceive it their duty

" thus fully to repreſent their afflicted condition to your

" excellency, ſo they humbly leave themſelves with the

" 'remedies to your Conſideration and wiſdom."

' As Cover-nor Hopltins was now in England, he was

deſircd to give all aflistance, in his power, to the agem

whom they had agreed to ſend. Connecticut diſpatched

letters' to the parliament, to general Monk, and Mr.

Hopkins. \

As Stamſord was a frontier town, a guard of men

was diſpatched for its defence. Connecticut and New

Haven provided a frigate of ten or twelve guns, with for

ty men, to defend the coast against the Dutch, and to pre

. .vcnt Ninig-r-ate and his Indians from croffing 'he found,

in proſecution 'of his hostile deſigns against the Indian'

in alliance with the colouies."

THF towne b'ordering upon the Dutch, on Long-iſland,

Were in great alarm and distreſs. Captain Underhi'll ſent'

to his friend-s, at Rhode-Ifland, for affistanc'e z and with

ſuch Engliſhmen, as he could obtain, made the best de

fcncc in hie power. However, Hem'psted and ſome

other towns- worecontinually harraſſed, and ſuffered much

INDBEDi-thiS' Was a year of u'icommon' I -

penſ-e, and distreſs to Connecticut and New-szxiii, Eaiiy'

filled with the most terrible ap

and general ntaſſacre. A great

employed, by the magistrates and

ngs of the general courts, of the

*"'__--

proportion of time was

prxncnpal men, in meeti

I'" - '

'
Record: ofConnecticut and New-Haut!
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commiflioners, of committees and officers to conſult and Boo't I',

provide for the general' ſafety; in raiſing men and ma- wv

king preparations for war. The common people, at the 1053'

ſame time, were called off from their labors and worn

down with watching and guarding by night and day.

THE Dutch, at New-Netherlands, 'waited only for a Expfflh
ct reinforcement from Holland to attack and reduce the tions of.

Engliſh colonies. Of this, both they and the Engliſh Dutch
were in constant expectation. ſiJt was reported, and fear- flea

ed, that when the ſignals ſhould be given from. the Dutch:

ſhips, the Indians would riſe, fire the Engliſh buildings,

and begin their works of destruction.

Pnovrnence, however, combined a number of aircum- Circunþ

liances for the preſervation of the expoſed colonies- The name,
defeat'of the Dutch fleet by the Engliſh,- and the ſpſſoil preſerving

which they made upon their trnde, prevented the arrival: "Je cow'

of the expected reiuforccments; the India-ne could notbe "m"

united ; many of the ſachems ſaid, the Engliſh had done

them no injury, and they would not fight them. The

early intelligence, received by the coloniea, of the pinns

which they and the Dutch were concerting, and the con

stant watch and guard which the plantations maintained

diſconcerted them. By theſe means, av general attach

upon them was prevented. .

Arm'er miſchef however aroſe. Some ofthe downs, Distuþ

and many of the people, in the colonies of Connecticut hance at

and New-Haven, were ſo diſſatisfied that the war was Stamford

not proſecuted against the Dutch, according to the reſo- and Pin"

lution of the commiffioners, that they were with' great c '

difficulty restrained from open mutiny and rebellion.

They imagined, that Con-necticut and New-Haven were

ſufficient to ſnbdue the Dutch, and ought to have un

dertaken an expedition against them. '

STAMFORD and Fairfield, in particular, became very

diſorderly. The former Complained, that the government

was bad, and the charges unreaſonable ; and that they

were neglected, and' deprived of their juſt privileges.

Thcv pretended to ſet up for the government oſ England,

for their liberties, as they called them, in oppoſition to

the government of the colony. They ſent to the neral

court at New-Haven deſiring them to proſecute t e war

against the Dutch 5 reſolved to raiſe a number of men a.

mong themſelves z and prayed for permiſiion to enlist vol.

unteers in the ſeveral towns. *

THE town of Fairſield held a mecting on the ſubject,

and determined to proſecute the war. They appointed
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BOOK I. Mr. Ludlow commander in chief. He was in the cen

W tre Of the evidence against the Dutch; had been one of ,

Mus
the commillioners, at the ſeveral meetings relative to the

affair; had been zealous and active for the war; and

conceiving himſelf and the town in eminent danger, un

leſs the Dutch could be removed from the neighbour

hood, too hastily accepted of the appointment. Robert

Baſſet and John Chapman were the heads of this party;

They attempted to foment. inſurrections, and, without

any instructions from authority, to raiſe volunteers, for

an expedition against the Netherlands.

THE general court, at New-Haven, judged that the

ſeaſon.was too far advanced to undertake the enterpriſe.

They nevertheleſs determined to conſult Connecticut,

and to proceed or not, as the council there ſhould judge

most expedient.

l'r was now the latter part of November, and it was

the general opinion, that ſhips and men could not be ſea

ſonably provided. \

Derurr governor Goodyear and Mr. Newman were

diſpatched to Stamford to compoſe the minds of the peov

ple. They called a meeting of the town, and labored

to quiet them; but could make no conſiderable impreſſ.

ions upon them, until they read an order of the commit.

tee of parliament, requiring, that the. plantations ſhould

be in ſubjection to the authority of their reſpective ju.

riſdictions. This appeared to have ſome good effect.

But as the inhabitants had been at great expenſe, not on

ly in watching and guarding the town, but in erecting

fortifications about the meeting houſe, they inſisted, that

the colony ſhould bear a part of the' expenſe, and provide

a guard during the winter.

THE public burdens this year were great. The expert.

ſes of the colony of New-Haven were about £400. The

court made ſome abatements in ſavour of Stamford; but

Baſſet and Chapman were puniſhed for attempting to

make an inſurrection in the colony, and others were

bound, in large bonds, to their good behaviour.*

 

' Records of Newdlavcn. The general court of Connefli

eut,_1t their ſeſſionain November, ordered that Leo ſhould be

Pdld to the ſupport of a fellowſhip in Cambridge college.
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CHAPTER XI. Booch.

w

THE death and character of Governor Haynee. Thefrel- 1654.

men o Connectieut meet and apþoint a moderator. Mr.

Lud o-w remover to Virginia. The ſpirited conduct ofthe

people at Milſord, in recovering Manning': veſſel. The

freemen add to thefundamental articlet. Fl'et arrive: at'

Bg/Ionflr the reduction of the Dutch. The eolonie: agree

to raiſe men to the armamentfrom England. Peace

frewnt: the expedition. The general court, at New-Ha

ven, charge the Maffizchnſett: with a breach of the con/Ed

eration. They refuſe tojoin in a war against Ninigrate,

and oblige Connecticut and New-Haven to pro-videfor the

defifinceof themſelve: and their allier. Mm'grate continu

ing hit hq/Iile mea/Peru, the commzffioner:ſend meff'nger:

to him. ffi! anſwer to them. They declare war, and

ſend an army again/i' him. The art of Maffilchuſette, and

the deceit of Major Willard defeat the deſigned expedition.

The number of ratahle pallſ, and the amount of the list of

Connecticut. The Pequot: are tahen under their protec

tion. Nim'grate per/171ng in hit hostilitiee agai'ſſ the In

dian: upon Long-[stand the general conrt adapt meaſuret,

fir the-dZence of the Indian: and the Englgſh inhabitantr

there. ew-Ha-ven perfect and print their lawe. The

anſwer of New-Haven to the protector': in-uitation, that

they would remove to jamaica. Reply of the commz'fflon

er: to the Dutch governor. Uncat embroil: the country.

Death: and character: of Governor: Eaton and Hophint.

Settlement of Stonington. Mr. Winthrop ehofin governor.

The third fundamental article i: altered by thefreemen.

Mr. Fitch and hit ehur. h and people remo-ue to Norwich.

Find/ſettlement ofaceount: with the heir: o Mr. Fen

wich. Deputy governor Maſon reſign: t e Moheaga'e

lande to the colony.

HE colony ſustained a great loſs, this year, in the

I death of Governor Hayncs. He had been a fa

ther to it from the beginning, employed his estate, coun- ſhyzch

ſcls, and labors, for its emolumcnt, and borne a large

ſhare in its hardſhips and dangers. He was a gentleman

from the county of Eſſex, in En land, where he had an ma ebb'
elegant ſeat, called Copford Hgall, worth a thouſand actcn

pounds sterling a year. He came into New-England

with the reverend Mr. Hooker, in 1632, and ſcrtled with

him, first at Cambridge in Maſſachuſetts. His distin

guiſhed abilitics, prudence, and pick), ſo recommended
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him to the people, that, in 1.63.5,he was choſen governor

of Maſſachuſetts. He was not conſidered, in any reſ

pect, inferior to Governor Winthrop. His growing

popularity, and the fame of Mr. Hooker, who as to

strength of genius, and his lively and powerful manner

of preaching, rivalled Mr. Cotton, were ſuppoſed to have

had no ſmall influence upon the general court, in their

granting liberty to Mr. Hooker and his company to re

-move to Connecticut. There, it was judged, they would

not ſo much eclipſe the fame, nor stand in the way of the

promotion and honor of themſelves or their friends. Up

,on his removal to Connecticut, he was choſen gmemor

of this colony. He appeared to he a gentleman oſ emi

nent piety, strict morals, and ſound judgment. He paid

attention to family government, instruction, and religion.

'Flis great mtegrity and wiſe management of all affairs,

in private and public, ſo raiſed and fixed his character,

m the eſteem of the people, that they always, when the

constitntlon'would permit, placed him in the chief ſeat of

government, and continued him in it until his dear-114

Ma. HOPKI-Ns was in England, and the colony had nei- -

ther governor nor deputy governor preſent, -to act in its

behalf. The freemen therefore, in February, converted,

at Hartford, and elected Mr. Thomas Wellcs moderator

oſ the general court, until a governor ſhould be choſen.

 

'k- The governor. by two wives, had ei ht children * fivand three daughterz. By his first, he hfd Robert, l-leszſiZli:

John, Rage', and Mary ;_ and by his ſecond, Joſeph, Ruth, and

Mabel When he came into New-England, he leſt his ſons, Ro

bert and HBZCklah, and his daughter Mary at Copford Hall.

Upon the commencement of the civil wars in England, Robert eſ

pouſed the l'OYal cauſe, but Hezekiah, declaring for the parlia

mejt, was afterwards promoted to the rank of major general,.un

du' CTOdeL UÞon the ruin of the king's affairs, Robert wa'

put underfconfinez'nent and died without iſſue. Hezckiah en

Jovzdfgptord Him, under his father, until his deceaſe. He then

For, e azdlkn a Paternal mhe_ritance, and it deſcended to his heire.

ſ0 nſ e hotter, Who came into this country with their father,

hczgnealg e EOZTF his death, returned to England. Rogcr died on

tr I)at ogr 'vicar leon after his arrival John ſettlcd in the miniſ

wyzre he left iſſolchester, in the county of Eſſex in England

chmch in Hard." T- IOſcph was ordained pafior of the ſith

land Rmh Mr 's- Mary married Mr. Joſeph Cook in Eng

Jamgs Ruſſ'd oebhmpuel Wyllys of Hartſord, and Mahel, Mr.

The Rcv. Mr. "a e;" estown, m vMafl'achuſetts, and all had iſſue.

man of reputationy ſi' (If Hartſord had one ſon John. a gentle

colony_ He had ſzms'; Omc years one-of tne magistrates of the

bscame extinct in thi. czztnttlzy died withontiſſ'e,.and the nunc
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Anon' this time, there happened a great controverſy, Bpox Lz

between Uncas and the inhabitants of New-London,rel- w

ative to their reſpective limits. It ſeems, that the inhab- len,

itants carried the diſpute ſo far, as to riſe and take poſ

ſeſſron of his ſorts and many oſ his wigwams. The aſs Controj

ſembly interpoſed, and gave orders, that the Indians gsgsw'ſh

ſhould not be injured, and that the people ſhould he ac- '

pountable for all damages which they had done them.

A committcie; was appointed to fix the bounduries btween March lst

New-London and Uncas, and to compoſe all differences

þetween the parties.

Narum! at the ſame time, the colony received an order Order of

from the parliament requiring, that the Dutch ſhould be parlia

treated, in all reſpects,-as the declared enemies of the ment

commonwealth of England. In conformity to this or- s 'a

der, the general court was convened, and an act paſſed or

ſequestring the Dutch'houſe, lands,and property of all (he Dutch

kinds,rat'Hartſord, for the benefit of the commonwealth; Houſe at

and the court alſo prohibited all perſons whatſoever From 23'Ffozdfl

improving thepremiſes, by virtue of any former claim, p" t '

or title had, made, or given, by any of the Dutch nation,

pr any other perſon, without their approbation.

IN the proclamation for a general fast this ſpring, the

great breach made in the colony, by the death of the

governor, the alienation of the colonies, on the account

of the .violation of the articles of confederation, the

ſpreading of erroneous opinions in the churches, the
mortality which had been among the ſipeople of Maſſa

chuſetta, and the calamitous state of the Engliſh nation,

were particularized as matters ofhumiliation.

Tm; colony was, this year, deprived of Mr. Ludlow, Mr I "d_
one of its chief magistrates. He was one of the most low' ],ct3,c3

zealous for proſecming the war against the Dutch, and no the colo

man was more diſpleaſed, that the colonies did not ſol- "Y

low the determinations of the commiflioners. He might

apprehend himſelf to be particularly in danger at-Fair- RFPſon'

field. Beſides, he had taken a very hasty and unadviſed o ſit'

ſtep, in accepting the command of men to go against the

Butch, without any legal appointment. ' He had doubt

leſs, apprehenſions of trouble on that account 3 or at least, s

that the ſrecmen would neglect him. For ſome or all

of theſe reaſons, about this time, he removed with his

family to Virginiad- He was clerk of the town voſ 'Fair

Y

_+ By the record: of New-llavhrTit appears, that he was ſhip

ping his fatally and effect' on inhefzdth of April.
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field, and carried off their records and other public wri

tings. He came from the west of England, with Mr.

Warham and his company. In 1630, he was choſen in

to the magistracy of the Maſſachuſetts company; and

in 1634, deputy'governor oſ that colony. He was twice

elected deputy governor of Connecticut, and was every

year magistrate or deputy governor, from his first coming

into the colony, in 1635, until the time of his depar

ture. He appears to have been distinguiſhed for his abil

ities, eſpecially his knowledge of the law, and the rights

of mankind. He rendered most eſſential ſervices to this

commonwealth ; was a principal, in forming its original

' civil constitution, and the compiler of the first Connect

Captain

Manning

apprehen

ded.

Court of

election

May 18.

Addition

to t he ſun

'damental

articch.

icut code, printed at Cambridge, in r672_. For juriſ

prudcnce he appears to have been ſecond to none, who

came into New-England, at that time. Had he poſſeſſed

a happier temper, he would, probably, have been the

idol of the people, and ſhared in all the honors which they
could have given him. ſi

NEARLY at the ſame time, an affair happened, in which

the people of Milford exhibit'ed a noble ſpirit of zeal and

enterpriſe. One Captain Manning, maſter of a ten gun

ſhip, had been apprehended for an unlawful trade, with

the Dutch, at the Manhadoes. While the affair was

upon trial before the court, at New-Haven, his men ran

offwith the ſhip, from Milford harbour. The people

Completely armed and manned a veſſel with ſo much diſ.

patch, that they preſſed hard 'upon the ſhip before ſhe

could reach the Dutch Iſland. The men, perceiving they

must be taken, unleſs they immediately abandoned the

ſhip, madetheir eſcape in their boat' -'I'he ſhip, thus leſt

a drift, was recovered and br0ught into Milford harbour,

and with all her goods condemned as a lawful prize.

AT the general election, Mr. Hopkins, though in Eng

land,was choſen governor. Mr. Welles was appointed

deputy governor. Mr. Webster, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Win

throp, Mr. Cullick, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Clarlc, Mr. Wyl

lys, ſon of George Wyllys, and Mr. John Talcott, were

electedmagistrates. Mr. Cullick was ſecretary, and Mr.

Talcott treaſurer.

A'r this court, the freemen paſſed thefollowing reſo

lution, as an addition to- the fundamentals of their con

stitution. N That the major part ofthe magistrat'es, in

, U the abſence of the governor and deputy governor, ſhall

U have power to call a general court -, and that any genn

3: eral court, being legally called and met, the major part
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U of the magistrates and deputies then met, in the ab

" ſence of the governor and deputy governor, ſhall have

ſ' power to chooſe unto, and from among themſelves a

i' moderator, which being done, they ſhall be deemed as

'5 legala general Court, as iſ the governor or deputy

'6 governor were preſent,"

Boox I.

WV

1654.

AT the election in New-Haven, the only alteration in May 31

public officers, was the addition oſ Mr. Samuel Eaton,
l-Atclmn

at New

of New-Haven, to the magistrate-s, and the choice of Mr. Haveſh

Benjamin Fenn, in the room of Mr. William Fowler.

ABOUT the ſame time, in anſwer to the petitions of

Connecticut and New-Haven, Major Sedgwick and Cap,

tain Leveret arrived at IBoston, with a fleet oſ three 1 r

four ſhips, and a ſmall number of land forces, ſent bj

Oliver Cromwell, Lord protect'or, for the reduction of

the Dutch. On the Sth of June, Governor Eaton re

ceived a letter from his highneſs, certiſying, that he had

ſent ſhips and ammunition for the affistance of the colo

nies. With this came a letter from Major Sedgwick and

Captain Leve-ret requestijng, that commiſſioners might be

(ent immediately from each of the governments, to con

ſult with them on the ob'zects of thedeſigned expedition.

Mr. William Leet and Mr. Jordan were appointed com

miſfioners for New-Haven. They were authorized to

engage, in behalf of that juriſdiction, to furniſh all the

men and proviſions which it could ſpare. An embargo

was laid on all proviſions, and every meaſure adopted, that

the utmofi affistance might be given, in the enterpriſe.

Such was the zeal of the general court, that they in

firucted their commiſſloners to engage the aſſistance of

that colony, though no other, except Connccticut, ſhould

join with them.

- ON the t3th of June, the general court of Connecti

cut convened, at Hartſord, and appointed Major John

Maſon and Mr. Cullick commiffioners. They were di

rected to proceed with the utmost diſpatch to Boston;

and, in behalf of Connecticut, to engage any number of

men, not exceeding two hundred, and rather than the

expedition ſhould fail, four or five hundred.

THE general court of Maſſachuſetts was convoked on

the 9th of June, but did not agree to raiſe any men them

ſelves. They granted liberty, nevertheleſs, for Major

Sedgwick and Captain Leveret to raiſe five hundred vol

unteers. The commiſiioners finally agreed upon 80'

men, as ſufficient for the enterpriſe. The ſhips were to

furniſh two hundred ſoldiers; three hundred voluntcers

June qth.

Iune r3th
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BOOK 1.. Were' to be raiſed in Meſſaehuſetts; two hundred men'

L/vx) were to b'e- ſent' from Co'nnectic'ut-z and a hundred and

1654. ' thirty three from New-Haven. But While preparations

Were making with figo'r and diſpatch, the news of peace,

between England and Hoiland, prevented all &unhel'

_ proceedings relative to the affitirſi -

Tranſac

tions reſ

pecting

the con

ſcdera

tion.

THE totul defeat of the Dutch fleemhe' loſs of Admi

ral Tromp and a great number of their merchmmen,

made the Dutch in earnest for peace ; and it Was &pedi

tioutly concluded, on the gth of April. The news of it

arrived in America, almost as ſoon as the fleet. The

'commander in chief therefore emplog his" forces, with

the Maflachuſetts volunteer's, in diſp fling the French

from Penobſcot, St. John's, and the' adjacent' camp

This was doubtleſs one object of the expedition, and not

undertaken withOut 'orders from the protector.

IT was not expected,_that there Would have beenafiy

meeting of the' commiſlioners this year. Ma'ſſachufem

had violated the articles of union, and- the' colonies had

protcsted against them, as breakers' of the most ſolemn

conſideration. The' general court of Maſſachuſetts had

alſo repreſented, to the other colonies, that the articles

needed explanation and emen'tlation, that they might be

conſistent With the rights of the ſeveral general courti

Indeed, it had Propoſed a meeting of the cornmiflioners

for that purpoſe. The other' colonies viewed the atticlet

as perfectly intelligible, and conſistent' with the rights oſ

the canfederates. They therefore rejected the motiom

'ſhe general cOurt' of New-Haven had voted, that there

Was no occaſion for appointing commiffioners' that year.

BUT on the 5th of July, Governor Eaton received i

letter from the general court of the Maſſachuſetts, waving

an anſwer to the letter jointly written from the general

courts'- of Coimecticut and New-Haven, and lametz ex

cuſing their non-acOmplianee with the reſolution o the

tomniiffiotiers, onthe aCCOtmt of their net being 'ble to

apprehend the justice of the war with the Dntc 'and

Nitiigrate. They complained of the other colonies, for

treating them as violators of the confederacy. They

profeſſed themſelves to be paſſion-ately d'dirbus' of its con

tinuanc'e', according to the genuine construction of the

a'rtic'les. They' gave information', that they had choſen

c'ommiIliOners, and had determined foresipov'er them as

had been uſual.

'_I'ml: general court, it New-Haut', replied, that

they and the other colonies-had justly charged them with
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a'violation of their covenant, and urged, that, according' Beat I.

to their OWn interpretntion of the article-s, they stoodw

reſponſible to them for the infrnction; and that, accor- z654_

ding' to the eleventh article of the confeder'at'ron, they

were to be treated by them: according to the magnitude

of their fault. They obſerved, that her ſister colonies

had not only condemned their cenduct, but had ſent meſ

ſengers and taken proper pains to inform them, and ad

juſt the difference between them; but that they had

treated them inavery diſagreeable manner, and their

endeavours had been to no good purpoſe. They decla

red, nevertheleſs, that, if the eombination might he again

firmly ſettled, according to the original intention and

Frammatical ſenſe of the Middes, they would, without

urther ſatisfaction, forgetting what was past, cheer-ful

ly renew their covenant, and ſend their commiffioners

to thee', at an'y time and place, for that end. This was

ſubſcribed by the ſecretary, and ſent to Hartford to be

ſubſeribed by the eneral court of Connecticut z and to

be tranſmitted,int e name of each of the colonies, to

the Maſſachuſetts. This, it ſeems, was harmoniouſly

done.As the general court of the Maffachuſetts would not Nini at * _ ſſ 5'

join with her confederates, against Ninigrate, he proſe- comf; e , i r

cuted the war against the Long-lfiand Indians, and it nes hoſ- .:

was ſuppoſed, that his deſign was to destroy both thoſe tile- >

Indians and the Moheagzms. For this purpoſe he had hi- ,

red the Mohawks, Pocomtocks, and Wampanoags, af- iſ g

terwards called Phillip's Indians, to aſſtſt him. By a' col- ' '

lection of ſuch numbers of Indians, from the westward. I ,

northward, and eastward, the general peace of the coun

try would have been greatly endangered, and the Long-v

lfland Indians, who had put themſelves under the pro

tection of the Engliſh, expoſed to a total extirpation.

They had been obliged not only to fortify themſelves, = 2

and to uſe every precaution for their own defence, but , ' '1

to ſuffer the loſs of many of their people, who had been

already either ſlain or captivated.

THE deputy governor and council, at Connccticut, Connect- i

l

I

l

judged it an affair of ſuch importance, to defend their icut and

New-Ha
allies, and provide for their own ſafety, that they deter

. . . . . . . ven ſend

mined to dtſpatch Major Maſon, With nmmumtron and aid to ,

anumber of men, to the afliſtanee of the Indians upon Montau- t l

the Ifland. The de uty governor and Mr. Clark ac- ketln.

quainted Governor Eatort with their views and deter- an" ' l

mination, and deſired that the colony of New-Haven la

  

-_
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>0K I. would ſend Lieutcnant Seely, with a detaclimentW men, and with ſupplics of ammunition, to' ſecond their

54' deſign. The court of New-Haven complied With the

deſire of Connecticut. Licutenant Seely had orders to

join Major hiaſon at Saybrook. They were instructed

to aequaint the Montaukct Indians, that the colonie'

made them that preſent of ammunition, wholly for their

own defence, and not to enable them to injure Ninigratc,

or any other Indians, unleſs they ſhould make an at'

tack upon them ; and that while they continued faithful

to the Engliſh, they would be their friends. It was or

dered, that, if Ninigrate ſhould invade the Long-[fiend

Indians, the Engliſh officers ſhould uſe their endeavours

40 perſuadc them to peace, and to refer their difference'

to the deciſion of the commiſſloners. But ifhe would

ſight, they were commanded to defend themſelves, and

the lndians in alliance with the colonies, in the bell:

manner they couldfl'

iommizz IN STPWUȜbCT, the Commiffioners convcned at Hartfofd

one" They conſisted of. the following gentlemen, Mr. Simon

wet Bradstreet, L'IBjOl' Deniſon, Mr. Thomas Prince, Mt

ept. 7. John Brown, Liajor LIaſon, Mr. John Webster, Gover

nor Eaton, and Mr. Francis Ncwman. Governor Eaton

22'th Xazſchoſrcsnt pg:_fic_lcnt. They irnmediately diſpatched

[inwam' HZrSZES, anil tlii:1 lgzatrfatznczcnſalldmg his appearance at

the Pequots under 11! o t me tribute ſo long due for

. lm- On the 18th, Mr. ]0nathan

Gilbert returned, and rnade a re ort f N' ' z
ſwer, in the words following. P 0 migrate s an

" CONCER * .[is an. a WhereforeNhfgwuiſilelLong-Ifland Indians, he anſwered,

\C acquzunt the commlſſioners a'
ner. U the Long-Illand lndians be ſi l ' , '

a [Whem-5 ſon and fixt gijn wrt 1 him, and had flain

. y of his men - d tl ereforc heWill not make eace ' h ' an 1

P Wit the Iaong-lflanders; but

doth deſire that tl * - . ,
that the commiffigzlizgllſh Will let hlm alone -, and

'e ' _ Would n '

.. LZIZTLZZB 20; mazedness
ce ſeven] other', m you' governor's ſon were flain and

" nation liou'- Sin, WOUId you all; counſel of another

" ded, that he an when to right yourſelves? And ad.

Concerning zzulidlneither go nor ſend to Hartiord."

they were his f p and Ind'ans 'l' his anſwer was, that

ricn l
a' ds and came to help him &flunſi

Recorde. of C '
h onnect'
us he called ent and N

the POCOmLockeW'nax-en.

' and Wampanoag'.
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a the Long-Iſlanders, who had killed ſeveral of his men. BOOK I.

U Wherefore ſhould he acquaint'the eommiſlioners withw

** it ? He did but right his own quarrel, which the '654

U Long-iſlanders began with him." With reſpect to

the tribute due for the Pequots, though he had never

paid it, yet he pretended there was none due.

Tin-2 commiffioners, conſidering his perfidious con'- , ,

duct, the last year, his preſent anſwer, and that Ienity commffl

and forbearance had been an encouragement of his in- fionm

ſolence and barbarity, ordered forty horſeme'n and two determin'

hundred and ſeventy infantry to be raiſed to chastiſe his WITH:

haughtineſs. The Maſſachuſetts were to raiſe the forty hath

horſemen, and a hundred and fifty three footmen; Con- *

necticut forty five, and New-Haven thirty One. Orders

were given, that twenty horſe, from Maſihchuſetts, twen

ty four men, from Connecticut, and ſixteen from New

Haven, ſhould be immediately diſpatched into the Nehan

tick country. The commiſlion'ers nominated Major Gib

bons,-Major Deniſon, or Captain Atherton, to the chief

command; leaving it, in complaiſance,v to the general

court of the Maſſachuſetts, to appoint which of the three \

ſhould be most agreeable to them. I But rejecting theſe,

who were men of known ſpirit and enterpriſe, they ap

pointed Major XVillard. * The commiſlioners instructed h_

him to proceed with ſuch troops, as ſhould be found at du'

the place of general rendezvoua, by-the 13th of October, Mſiajor

directly to Ninigrate's quarters, and demand of him the Willard

Pequots, who had been put under him, and the tribute deſ?"

which was due. If Ninigrate- ſhould not deliver them, 'fihectr de'

and pay the tribute, Fhe was required to take them by 3 '

force. He was instructed to demand of Ninigrate a ceſ

ſation from all further hostilities, 'against the Long-Iſl

anders. If he would not comply with theſe demands, he

had expreſs orders to ſubdue him. zlf a greater number

of men ſhould be found neceſſary, his instructions were

to ſend for ſuch a number, as he ſhould judge ſufficient,

to carry the expedition into effect. The place of ren

dezvous was at Thomas Stanton's in the' Narraganſet
country. When he arrived at the ſſ'place appointed, he

found that Ninigrate had fled into a ſwamp, at fourteen

or fifteen miles distance from the army. He had left

his country, corn, and wigwams, without defence, and

they might have been laid waste, without loſs or danger.

Nevcrthelcſs he returned, without ever advancing from

his head quarters, or doing the enemy the least damage.
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ABOUT a hundred Pequots took' this opportunity to

'w renounoe the government of Ninigrate, and come offwith

'654.

Commiſ

fioners

diſſatisfi

ed.

Charge

Major

VVillard

with neg

lect oſ

duty.

the army. They put themſelves under the protection

and government of the Engliſh.

THE commander pleaded, in excuſe, that his instruc

tions were cquivocal, and the ſeaſon for marching unſa

vorable. 'ſhe commillioners however were entirely

unſatisfied. They obſerved to him, " That, while the

army was in the Narraganſet country, Ninigrate had his

mouth in the dust A; and that he would have ſubmitted to

any reaſonable terms, which might have been impoſed

upon him." They charged the major with neglecting an

opportunity oſ humbling his pride; and they referred it

to 'his conſideration, what ſatisfaction ought to be ex

pected from him, and thoſe of his _council, who adviſed

.and joined with him in hisvmeaſuresfl

Govnnxon Hutchinſon has obſerved, that Major Wil

lard was a'Maſſachuſetts man, and although that colony

had ſo far complied with the rest, as to join in ſending out

she forces,- yet they were stilldeſirous ofavoiding an open

vWar. This was the ſecond time of their preventinga

. general war, contrary tothegtyigds of ſix of the Sommiſ

ſtone-re of the other colonies.+ .

THE general court-of Maſſachuſetts had receded from

their explanation of the zarticles ofponfederation, and the

eommiffioners had ,a most amicable meeting. The,

were unanimous in the war-againstNinigrate, and yet the

Alaſſachuſetts, by private intrigue, defeated their deſigng.

In which instance they aQtcd the most honor-ableand

conſistent part, when, by an open infraCtion _oſ-the arti

_eles vof union, they prevented a war, or 'when they ſup

plantcd their brethren, by ſecret treachery, the impair-tial

world will judge. .

Tun whole number of ratable porſons, in the colon

of connectieut this yern;v was 775, and the grandli

was-6 79-073-1 . i -

- V-r-P-_

P Record; ofthe Unitcd colonies,

"i" Hutchinſon Vol. 1.,p. 186H187. ,

I Bythe number ofperſons, and the amount of the lifl'in

uch town, amidea may be for-'ned oftheir proportion t_o each

..___..ſ.

___..

.._..___-.

-

other. _ .

Towm. Parſon;- _ Bflatog.

Hartford, 1 7 7 AC- 19-(109

Windſor, '65 15,83_3

wethersſield, _1 13 rz,(>oz

Ymrfield, _ .94 _3,634

Say brook, 53 41437
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UPON the election, at Hartford, Thomas Welles, Boort I.

Eſqnire, was choſen governor, and Mr. John Webster, VW

deputy governor. The magistrates elected were Mr. 1655.

Hepkins, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. medio"

Cullick, Mr. Clark, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott, Mr. John May 17,

Coſmore, and Mr. Thomas Tapping. Mr. Cullick was

ſecreta , and Mr. Talcott Treaſurer.

AT general election, in New-Haven, this year,

there was no alteration of their officers.

THB Pequots perſevering, in their petitions, to be taken The pb

under the protection and government of the Engliſh, the quors m,

commiſiioners, this year, granted their request. Places ken under

of reſidence were afterwards appointed for them, by the the 30'

general court of Connecticut, about Pawcatuck and Miſ- ZRTZM

tie rivers. They _were allowed to hunt on the lands End-lah

west of the latter. They were collected together in

theſe two places, and an Indian governor was appointed

over them in each place. General laws were made for

their government. Blaſphemy, murder, witchcraſt, and Laws for

conſpiracy against the colonies, were prohibited upon their Bev

pain of death. Sabbath-breaking, adultery, and drunk- "mnan

enneſs, were prohibited under proper penalties. He who

stole was required, on conviction, to pay double damages.

They were prohibited to make war with other Indians,

or to join with them in their wars, unleſs it were in their

own just defence, without the conſent of the commiſ

ſioners of the United Colonies. They were obliged to

ſubmit to the Indian governors, whom they ſhould ap

point over them, and pay them the ſame tribute which

they had stipulated to pay to the Engliſh.*

AFTBR the return of Major Willard and the troops mnſſmc

under his command, from the Narraganſet country, Nin- proſe

igrate aſſumed his former haughtineſs, and continued the cum the

war against the Indians upon Long-Iſland. Mr. Thomas YZEnst

James, minister of Easthampton, Captain Tapping of die Long.

Southampton, Captain Underhill and others, wrote Inander'.

to the commiflioners, that both the Engliſh and Indians

'I the Ifland were in a calamitous and distracted condi

 

8tratt'ord, 71 7,958

Farmington, 46 5,5to

Middletown, 3: an 7:

Norwalk, as 2o309
 

7 75 79)o:3

* Record' of the colonies.
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Boox I. tion; and in imminent danger, on the account of his

w constant hostilities. They aſſured them, that the ln

1655. dians, upon the Iſland, could not hold out much longer,

, but must ſubmit themſelves and their 'country to the Nar

raganſets, unleſs they ſhould have ſome ſpeedy aſſistance.

They intreated them to conſult ſome effectual meaſures

to prevent ſuch calamity.

Means of IN conſequence of this intelligence, they or_dered,that

"Mr do a veſſel, well armed and manned, ſhould he in the road

fcnce'. between Neanticut and the lfland, to watch' the motions

of Ninigrate ; and, iſ he ſhould attempt to paſs the ſound,

'to ſiave and destroy his canoes, and to make alſ the'

ſlaughter and destruction upon him, which ſhould be irk

their power. Captain John Youngs was appointed to

command this veſſel oſ obſervation. He was authorized

to draught men from Saybroolt and New-London, as

emergencies might require. An encouraging meſſage

was ſent to the Montauket ſachem, acquainting him with

the meaſures the Engliſh were taking for his defence.

The commiſſioners ſent him a ſupply of ammunitiona

Proviſion was alſo made, that South and East-Hamptom

with all the adjacent towns, ſhould be completely fur

niſhed with all articles neceſſary for war. Orders were

given, that iſ the Indi ans could not maintain their ground,

m any aſſaU-lf, they ſhould flee towards ſome of the neigh

bourmgfowns; and, that iſ the enemy ſhould purſue'

them Within two miles ofany of the ſettlements, the in'

habitants ſhould immediately repair to their aſlistance.

lntelligence oſ theſe reſolutions was diſpatched to the

Na'fhganſetsz as well as the Long-Iſlanders. All the

Umtffll COlQmes were exceedingly offended at the con

duct Of Nlajor Willard, except the Maſſachuſetts, under

Whoſe influence he was ſuppoſed to act. The general

CPUTF at New-Haven, reſolved, that he had not followed

h's mſh'ualonsa in the expedition against Ninigrate;

blft that they were willing to ſuſpend their judgment,

"Full 'aſpect to the meaſures to be taken with him, un

t" Tell ſhould be certified of the opinions oſ the other

fill-Ederffes- VVhate-ver their opinions or wiſhes were,

Chajlzzz 1"an was ſafe under the wing of the Maſſa

pany to ſkill; hConnecticut and New-I'Iavenhad princr

conduct *T}t e unhappy conſequences of his perfidious

own exiwnſe my Were_obliged, the next year, at their

Youngs to or' _'i_0 continue the epmmiſſion oſ Captain

prevent the duif e between the main and Long-Iſland, to

. e 'gus Of Ninigrate. They alſo found it ne-v



CHAP.XI. OF CONNECTICUT. '135

I

ceſſary to furniſh both men and proviſions, for the de

fence of the lstnndcrs. '

GOVERNOR Eaton had been deſired to pcrſcct a code

of laws for the colony of New-Haven. For his aſlist

ancc in the compilation, he was requested, by the gene

ral court, to conſult the Rev. Mr. Cotton's diſcourſe on

civil government in a ncw plantation, and the laws of

Maſſachuſctts. Having accompliſhed the work, and the

laws having been examined and approved, by the elders

of the juriſdiction, they were preſented to the general

court. They ordered, that 'goo copies ſhould be printed.

The copy was ſent to England, that the impreſſion might

be made under the inſpection of= Governor Hopkins.

He procured the printing of the laws, at his own expenſe,

and ſent them the number propoſed, with ſome other

valuable books, as a preſent. The laws were distributed

to the ſeveral towns in the juriſdiction.

THIS year died Henry Wolcott, Eſquire, in the 7 8thyear

of his age. He was the owner of a good estate in Som

erſetſhire in England. His youth, it lS ſaid, was ſpent in

gaiety and country pastimes; but afterwards, under the

instructions of Mr. Edward Elton, his mind was entire

ly changed, and turned to the ſincere love and practice of

religion. As the puritans were then treated with great

ſeverity, he ſold about 8,ooo pounds worth of estate,

in England, and prepared for a removal 'into America.

He came into New-England with Mr. Warham, in May

1630, and ſettled first at Dorchester in Maſſachuſetts.

In 1636, he removed to Windſor, and was one of the

principal plantera of that town. He was choſen into

the magistracy in 1643, and continued in it until his

death. Heleſt an estate in England, which rented at

about £ 60 a year, which the family, for ſome time en

joycd; but it was afterwards ſold. After his deceaſe,

ſome one of his deſcendants was annually choſen into

the magistracy, ſor a term oſ nearly eighty years, until

the year 17 54, when Governor Wolcott left the chain'
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* Manuſcriptt from Wintlſor found in the collection of the

Revercnd Mr. Prince at Boſton.

THE family have: kept up the monument oſtheir ancestor, and

preſerved their dignity to the preſent time. His Excellency

Oliver Wolcott, Eſquirc, one of the ſons oſthc former governor,
Roger Wolcott, Elſiquire, is the preſent governor of th' State.

His brother, the honorable Erastus Wolcott, Eſqnirc. war for

ſom_e years, one of the magiſtrate' of Connccticut, and aſter

wardn, one ofthejudges of the ſuperior court. Oliver Wolcott,

Rſquire, one of thc ſons oſthc preſent Governor Wolcott, i' ſcv

Death of

Henry

Wolcott,

Eſquire.

His char

acter.
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Boox I. Ar the election in Connecticut, Mr. John-Webster

L/N was choſen governor, and Mr. Welles, deputy governor.

1656. This was the only alteration in the magistracy. \

AT New-Haven the former governors and magistrate'

Elcctlffl' were reehoſen. Mr. John Wakeman was appointed

a' "ffl' r Th 1 N H to k c
Haven trea urer. e genera court, at ew- aven, o grea

May pains to put the colony m a state of defence. Order'

1656. were given for the raiſing of: troop of ſixteen horſe, in

May ,g_ the five towns upon the ſea coast, with complete arms

and furniture. For their encouragement, they were ex

empted from taxation, and from training with the foot,

Troop of and were to enjoy all the privileges of troopers in Maſſa

hoſſc BP- chuſetts. This was the first troop in any part of Con

Pmm'd' necticut. It was ordered, that all the common ſoldiers

ſhould be trained to ſhooting at a mark ; that they

ſhould be furniſhed with ammunition for that purpoſe, at

the public expanſe; and that prizes ſhould be prepared

for the best markſmen. The ſoldiers were directed to

play at cudgels, and at the broad ſword, that they might

know how to defend themſelves and their country.

Tin; protector, Oliver Cromwell, having conquered

Jamaica, made it a favorite object to remove the people

of New-England to that Ifland. He artfully repreſented,

that they had as clear a call for tranſporting themſelves,

from New-England to Jamaica, as they had for emigra

ting from Old England to New, for the advancement of

their interests ; as the Lord's people were to be the head

and not the tail. He likewiſe repreſented, that it would

have a tendency to the destruction of the man of ſin.

He wrote particularly to New-Haven on the ſubject, and

ſent them a cop of his instructions relative to the af

fair. Theſe he had given to one Captain Gookins, whom

he had employed in the ſeveral plantations, to promote

this, his favorite deſign. He and Major Sedgwick diſ.

patched letters alſo to New-Haven on the ſame buſineſs.

Govnnnon Eaton had, ſometime before this, laid them

before the general court. The ſeveral plantations, in the

colony, had been made acquainted with their contents *,

and the deputies had been deſired to return their opinion

to the court. After a long and ſerious debate, the court

reſolved, ll That though they could not but acknowledge

" the love, care, and tender reſpect of his highneſs, the

 

guest?- ofthc treaſury of the United State'. Some of the family

or 'in tient' members of the aſſembly, judges of the ſuperior court,

time s" Tale', from the first ſettlement of the colony to lhl'

' "98 the term of more than a century and a. half.
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a Lord Protector, to New-England in general, and to

'* this colony in particular, yet, for divers reaſons, they BOOK l

V cannot conclude, that GOD calls them to a preſent rc- VW

0 move thither." ' 1656.

THE governor was deſired to write to the Lord Pro

tector, acknowledging his great care and love towards the

colony.

THE commiſſroners of the United colonies, this year, C T

held their meeting at Plimouth. They received a very ſigzſſ '

plauſible letter from Stuyvdant, the Dutch governor. meet

He wrote with a great ſhow of religion, cxpreſſing his SCPI 4

joy, that Goo had quenched the bloody war, between

the Dutch and the Engliſh, in Europe ; and his warm de- Lffl"

fires, that it might redound to the great advantage of the DZ'ZLKM

ſubjects of the two nations in theſe remote parts of the How-non

earth. He ſolicited a nearer union betWeen the Dutch

and the United colonies. At the ſame time he certifi

ed them, that he had received a ratification of the agree

ment made, at Hartford, in 1650, under the ſeal of the

High and Mighty States of the United Belgick provin

ces; and deſired that time and place might be appointed

for delivering and interchanging the ratifications.

THE governor was ſo well known to the commiſiioners,

that neither the plauſibility of his letter, nor the very

chriſtian manner in which it was written, made any deep

impreſſions upon them. They replied in ſhort, that the *

peace was matter of joy to them, and they wiſhed the

continuance of it in Europe, and in all the plantations a

broad. They gave aſſurances, that the preſervation of it

ſhould be their constant endeavour. Nevertheleſs, they

gave no intimations, that they deſired a nearer union, or

to ratify the agreement. The Dutch governor had not

obſerved it himſelf; they conſidered the Dutch as mere

intruders ; and were growing daily more able to defend

themſelves against their encroachments ; they were there

ſore determined to do nothing further relative to the

aſſair.

THE! obſerved to the governor, that he had made no

ſeparation of the damages he had done the colonies, and

that they had not heard, that he deſigned to make any t

That they heard he yet laid claim to Oyſler bay, and that

he had made no proper reſignation- of Greenwich. They

deſired him to be explicit on thoſe points!k

 

' Record' of the United colonie'.
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Boort I.

w
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THF, last year complaints were made to the court, at

New-Haven, that the inhabitants of Greenwich were

under little government, and demeaned themſelves in a

lawleſs manner. They admitted of drunkenneſs among

themſelves and among the Indians, by reaſon of which,

damages were done to themſelves and to the towns in the

vicinity 5 and the public peace was disturbed. They re

ceived children and ſervants, who fled from the correc

tion of their parents and masters, and unlawfully joined

perſons in wedlock, with other miſdemeanors. >

UPON this the general court aſſerted their right to

Greenwich, and ordered the inhabitants to ſubmit to

their juriſdiction. But they continued much in the ſame

state, and ſent a letter to the court, in May, denying

their juriſdiction, and refuſing any ſubjection to the co

lony, unleſs they ſhould be compelled to it, by the par

liament. The court therefore reſolved, that, unleſs the

ſhould appear before the court, and make their ſubmiſ!

ſion, by the 2 5th of June, Richard Crab and others, who

were the most stubborn among them, ſhould be arrested

and puniſhed according to law. They therefore, ſome

time after, ſubjected their perſons and estates to the gov

ernment of New-Haven.

UNCAS, though friendly to the Engliſh, appears to have

been a proud miſchievous ſachem, who, by his haughty

carriage and provoking language, .was often embroilin

the country, and bringing trouble upon himſelf and the

colonies. He made an aſſault upon the Podunk lndians,

at Hartford. He, or his brother, invaded the Nor-woo

tucks. He upbraided the Narraganſets of their dead ſa

chems, and challenged them to fight. Among other in

stances oſ mifconduct, he proved treacherous to the Mon

tauket ſachem, and joined with Ninigrate, in his perſid.

ious practices. By theſe means the country was ſo diſ

quieted, that it was with great difficulty the commiffion

ers maintained the general peace. They interpoſed, and

obliged Uncas to make restitution to the Indians, whom

he had injured. They prohibited his making war, with

out their conſent and advice. They endeavored to quiet

and conciliate the natives 5 but they found them,

whether they were friends or foes, to be a troubleſome

people. 'After all their precautions, the country was

still more alarmed the next year. ,

IN April, the Indians committed ahorrid Murder at

Farmington, and beſides Meſapano, who was the princi,
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pal actor, the Norwootuck and Pocomtock Indians were Book l.

ſuppoſed to be accomplices. WV

THE Montaukets, after all the trouble and expenſe, 1657.

which the Engliſh had been at for their defence, became

tumultuous, and did great damage to the inhabitants oſ

Southampton.

- THE general court at Hartſord gave orders, that the _ _

Indians, who perpetrated the murder at Farmington, Apnl 9'

ſhould be apprehended, and that the ſachems oſ the Po

comtock and Norwootuck lndians ſhould deliver up the

delinquents among them. -

MAJOR Maſon was ordered, with a detachment, to

Long-mand, to bring the Indians there to a just and

peaceable conduct, and adjust affairs between them and

the Engliſh-r

AT the general election in Connecticut, 1657, Mr. M
John VVinthrop was elected governor, and Mr. Thomas ay 2"

Welles, deputy governor. Mr. Viſebster was choſen the

first magistrate. The other officers were the ſame who

had been appointed the last year. The ſreemen, at the May 17

election, in New-Haven, made no alteration in their ma

gistrates.

THE general court at Hartſord, this year, was uncom

monly thin, conſisting of twenty two members only. The

danger of the plantations, and of particular ſamilies, from

the hostile state of the Indians, appears to have been the War'

reaſon. The Montaukets, Moheagans, Narraganſets,and Norwootucks, engaged in implacable wars with each diam,

other. They would purſue one another into the Engliſh

plantations, and even into their houſes, and kill each oth

er, in the preſence oſ the familics, to their great alarm

and astoniſhment. Uncas was ſo preſſed, by the Narra

ganſets, that Connecticut was obliged to ſend men to his

ſortreſs, to aſſtst him in defending himſelf against them.

The Narraganſets, in ſeveral instances, threatened and

plundercd the inhabitants of Connectieut.

THEREFORE, when the commiſiioners met in Septem- scpt __
ber, they ſent meſſengers to them, demanding, that they a

ſhould ceaſe from war, until their grievances, and the

grounds of their contentions, ſhould be heard. They aſ

ſured them, that they would hear and determine impar

tially, without favoring any of the parties. They repre

ſented to them the covenants which they had made with

the Engliſh, and the entire inconſistency of their conduct

f Record' of Connecticut.
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Boox I. with thoſe engagements. They alſo prohibited all fight

Wx) ing in the Engliſh plantations.

un, THIS year, the colony of New-Haven, and indeed all

death and the New-England colonies, ſustained a heavy loſs in the

character death of Governor EatonJ' He was a minister's ſon

ot The- born at Stony Stratford,in Oxfordſhire ; was edueated

Ophilus an East-lndia merchant, and was ſometime deputy gov

chon' emor oſ the company, trading to the East-Indics. For

q' fever .l years, he was agent for the king oſ England, at

the court oſ Denmark. After his return, he was a mer

chant of great buſineſs and reſpectability, in the city of

London.

Upon the Laudean perſecution, he left his native coun

try, and came into New-England, with Mr. Davenport,

his minister, in 1637. He Was one oſ the original pa

untees of the Maſſachuſetts, and ſoon after his arrival,was

choſen one of the magistrate-s of that colony. Upon the

ſettlement of New-Haven, he was choſen governor of

the colony, and was annually re-elected until his death.

He is repreſented as comely and perſonable, and is ſaid

to have appeared upon the bench with a dignity and ma

jesty, which admit of no deſcription. The impartiality,

with which he administered justice, was most exemplary,

and his authority was not to be oppoſed. The wiſdom,

gravity, and integrity of his administration, were viewed

with univerſal admiration. In honor to his memory and

the good ſervices which he had rendered the colony, his

funeral eharges were borne, and a haudſorne monument

erected, at the public expenſej

 

* He died January 7th 1657, in the 67th year ofhis age.

i' His pmzate was not leſs amiable,than his publick character.

In converlation, he was affable, courteous, and generally pleaſ

ant; but always grave and cautious. He was pious and strictly

moral. His meekneſ', patience, and fortitude, were ſingular.

In the conduct of his family be was strict, prudent, and happy.

Though lt ſometimes confined of not leſs than thirtyperſona,

yet they were under the most perfect order and government.

They were all aſſembled morning and evening, and the governor,

after reading the ſcriptures, and making devout and uſeful obſer

vation' upon them, prayed with great reverence and pertinency.

On the ſabhath_ and other days of public (levotiom he ſpent an

hour or two with his family, in inſtructiug them in the duties of

fet-th and practice ; and in recommending to them the reading and

Fndy ofthe ſcnptures,ſecret devotion. the ſanctificatinn of the

ahbtthund adevout and constant attendance on all divine in

hisbilffi'lgnls. On theſe dayu he ſang praiſes, as well as prayed with

by the He was reatly helm-cde his (lomeſlics as well a'

mmonwealt . Indeed there was no man, among the

ſi .rit Plantero of New-England, who had a more general acquaint
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NEARLY at the ſame time, died his ſon in law, Edward Boox I.

Hopkins, Eſquire, for a number of years governor of L/W

Connecticut. He conducted the affairs of government 1657

with great wiſdom and integrity, and was univerſally be- Character

He was a gentleman of exemplary piety, right- of Go?

Hopktns.

loved.

eouſneſs, and charity. In his family and ſecret devo

tions, he followed the example of Governor Eaton. His

charity was great and extenſive. Beſides the relief he

diſpenſed to the poor, with his own hands, he gave con

ſiderable ſums of money to others, to be diſpoſed of to

charitable purpoſes. When he went into England, on

the occaſion of his brother's death, who had been warden

of the Engliſh fleet, he deſigned to return again to his fam

ily and friends, in New-England ; but he was very ſoon

particularly noticed, and made first warden of the fleet, in

the room of his brother. He was then choſen commiſ

ſioner of the admiralty and navy; and finally member *

of parliament. Theſe unexpected preferments altered

his deſigns, and determined him to ſend over for his fam

ily, and to ſpend the remainder of his days in his native

country. He had been a conſumptive man, attended

with a cough and ſpitting of blood, for more than thirty

ears. His conſtitution was now entirely wasted, and he

died in the 58th year of his age. i

HlS last will was highly expreſſive of that public ſpirit

and charity, which had ſo distinguiſhed him in life.

whole estate, in New-England, was given away to chari

table purpoſes. He manifested his peculiar friendſhip

to the family of Mr. Hooker, his pastor, at Hattſord, by

giving his relict, Mrs. Hooker, all the debts due from the

amily to him ', by giving to Mrs. Wilſon, oſ Boston, Mr.

Hookei's eldest daughter, hisfarm at Farmington, with

all the houſes, out houſes, and building: upon it ; and by

legacics to ſeveral others of his deſcendants. Allthe re

mainder of his estate, in New-England, he bequeathed to

his " father, Theophilus Eaton, Eſquirc, Master John

U Davenport, Master John Cullick, and Master William

U Goodwin, in full aſſurance of their trust and faithful

U neſs, in diſpoſing of it according to the true intent and

 

ance with public buſineſs, or who ſustained a fairer character.

His monument is kept up to the preſent time. Upon it are theſe

expreſſivc lines:

" Eaten ſo meek, ſo wiſe, ſo fam'd, ſojust,

" The thnix of our world here hides his dust,

" This name forget, NeYI-Bflgland never must."

His His dona

tions.
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terwards

" purpoſe of him, the ſaid Edward Hopkins, which was

U to give ſome encouragement, in thoſe foreign planta

fl tions, for the breeding up of hopefu] youths, in a way

a of learning, both at the grammar ſchool and college,

'* for the public ſervice of the country, in future times."

He alſo made a donation of five hundred pounds more,

out of his estate in England, to the ſaid truflees, in fur

ther proſecution of the ſame public ends, U for the up

" holding and promoting the kingdom of the Loan J'a

u sus CHRIST, in thoſe parts of the earth." This last

donation was conſidered as made to Harvard college, and

by virtue of a decree in chancery, was paid in 1 7 Io. The

interest given 'm New-England was estimated at about

£ 1,ooo sterling *, and was apprOpriated to the ſupport of

the grammar ſchools in New-Haven, Hartford, and Had

ley. The money originally belonged to New-Haven and

Hartſord ; but as a conſiderable number oſ the people of

Hartford afterwards removed to Hadley, and were prin

cipal ſettlers of that town, they received their propor

tion of the donation.

AT a general court, in Hartford, hIarch I Ith 1658,

a tZOOPdoglxyiloil-Cmen was establiſhed in Connecti

cu , an l ar ord was a int ' . 'was the first in the colony. PPO ed caPtam This

_Tms year, there was a very conſiderable alteration

wnhreſpect to governors and the council, both in Con

nectic'ut and New-Haven. At the election, in Connect

xcut, lhomas Welles, Eſquire, was elected governor,

and John Winthrop, Eſquire, deputy governor. To the

magistrateslast year, who were again re-choſen, there

was an addttion of l\*lr. Matthew Allen, IVIr. Phelps, Mr.

JUhn welles, Mr. Treat, Mr. Baker, Mr. Mulford, and

gir- Alcxander Knowles. There appears to have been

ſxteeinnagistrates and twenty ſix deputies 3 in the whole

orty two members.

WJZEIZF election at New-Haven,l\'l r. Francis Newman

"on, Isln governor,and William Leet, deputy gover

and Mr $_{l?}ſper Qrane was added to the magistrates,

THE' cal lam Gibbard was appointed ſecretary.

Mistic Indl' a conſiderable ſettlement was made between

Pequot and awcatuck rivers. This tract was called

' onSmally belonged to New-London. The

X

Mr

 

with Go'lePhen G
Oodvear who had been deputv o'er-nor

diui m ernor Eamn u . ' - , .g. . *
a' 'has Lifgzr m 1 a) l'ough almost h's Whole admnmflrahon,

'am "x and was either there, or on his paſſage,
lnn_ ſi

m "eſpcctable faJIiTZÞcan to have been a worthy man, and

fifiu ._._._
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first man, who ſettled upon this tract, was WilliamflBoox'I.

Cheeſebrough, from Rehoboth, in 1649. A complaint VW

was exhibited against him for 'carrying on an illicit trade 1653.

with the Indians, for repairing their arms, and endan

gering the public ſafety. The general court of Con- Qfmfg

necticut declared, that they had a clear title to thoſe LUZ'LE

lands, and ſummoned him before them. They repri- tled.

manded him for ſettling upon them without their ap

probation ; for withdrawing himſelf from Christian Cheeſe

ſociety and ordinances; and for unlawfully trading with hrfflzsh

and allisting the Indians. He confeſſed his faults; but ed
pleaded in excuſe, that he had been encouraged by Mr. ſi

Winthrop, who claimed a right at Pawcatuck. He gave

bonds for his good conduct, and was allowed to contin

ue upon the land. The court promiſed him, that if he

would procure a ſufficient number of planters, they would

give them all proper encouragement, in making a per

manent ſettlement. About ten or twelve families, this

year, made ſettlements in thatquarter; and finding, that

there was a controverſy between Connecticut and the

Maſſachuſetts, with reſpect both to title and juriſdiction, The waſh

they, on the 3oth of June, entered into a voluntary con- ters "me

tract to govern themſelves, and conduct their affairs in to govern

peace, until it ſhould be determined to which colony they them

(hould ſubmit. The principal planters were George ſelve"

Deniſon, Thomas Stanton, Thomas Shaw, William,

Eliſha, and Samuel Cheeſebrough, Moſes and Walter

Palmer. Theſe, with ſome others, were ſigners of the

voluntary compact.

A'r the meeting of the commiſiioners, the Maſſachu- emm

ſetts claimed that tract of country, by virtue of the affist- of Mnſſa

ance which they afforded Connecticut in the conquest of ChlIſcm

the Pequots. The commiſiioners reſolved, U That the

fl determination did ariſe only from the ſeveral rights of Determi

" conquest, which were not greatly different ; yet that Engſifl

" being tender of any inconvenience, which might ariſe micffionuh

" to thoſe, who were already poſſeſſed, either by com

N miſlion from Maſſachuſetts or Connecticut, in any part

U thereof, ſhould the be put off their improvements;

U alſo upon enquiry finding, that the Pequot country,

a which extended from Nehantick to Wekapang, about

" ten miles eastward from Mistic river, may conveniently

a accommodate two plantations, did, reſpecting things

" as they then stood, conclude, that Mistic river be the

" bounds between them, as to popriety and juriſdiction,

'f ſo far as conquest may give title. Always provided,
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BOOK I. t' that ſuch as are already accommodated, by commiſ

w U ſion of either of the ſaid governments, or have grants

1658. 1' of any tracts of land on either ſide of Mistie river, be

U not molested in any oſ their poſſeſſions or rights, by

U any other grants." ' _

UPON the petition oſ the planters, the general court

of the Maſſachuſetts made them a grant oſ eight miles

from the mouth of Mistic river towards Wekapang,

and eight miles northward into the country, and named

the plantation Southerton. lt continued under the gov

ernment of Maſſachuſetts until after Connect-icut obtain

ed a royal charter. .

THis was a year of great ſickneſs and mortality in

Connccticut, and in New-England in general. Reli

gious controverſies, at the ſame time, ran high and gave

great trouble to church and commonwealth. The In

dians continued their wars with implacable animoſity.

The commiſſioners employed all their wiſdom and influ

ence to make peace ; but they could not reconcile thoſe

blood-thirſlybarbarians. The crops were light, and it

was a year oſ fear, perplexity, and ſorrow.*

_ JOHN NVrNTHROP, Eſquire, was choſen governor of

meam" Connccticut for the year 1659, and Thomas Welles,

at Hart- . . ,

ſhrd' Eſqurre, deputy governor. Captain Tappmg and Mr.

May loth Robert Bond Were elected magistrates in the room of

1559- Mr. Knowles and Mr. Mulford.

A'r the election in New-Haven, the ſame governor

and council were rechoſen. Indeed little alteration was

made with reſpect to them until the union of that colony

with Connecticut.

odour AT the October ſeſſions, Cromwell bay, or Setauket

mh on Long-iſland, at the deſire of the inhabitants, was ad

mitted as a member of the juriſdiction oſ Connecticut.

newe" IN 1660, Mr. John Winthrop was rechoſen gover

L'hy "lb nor. This was the firſt time, that any governor had been

man, elected to that office more than once in two years. Ma

yor Maſon was advanced to the place of deputy gover

nor. The magiſtrates were Mr. Henry Clark, Mr. Wyl

IXS) Mr. Phelps, Mr. Allen, Mr. Treat, Mr. Gould, Mr.

1 aPPmſZv MT- Ogden, Mr. Bond, Mr Daniel Clark, and

. it. Talcott. Mr. Daniel Clark was ſecretary, and Mr

1 alcott, Treaſurer.

Octnber

l9lh.

 

X

ſhin LZrZÞroclamation for a general faſhthc imtcmperate ſeaſon,

diſſmcnc est! ſore Viſitation by ſickneſs, and the ſad, prolonged

lunrilhtiiihm the churche', are particularin as matters of

- X."
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Mr. VVebster and Mr. Vt'elles appear now to be Boox I.

no more. They had been annually choſen into thew

magistracy, for about twenty years, and both had the maw

honor oſ the chief ſeat of government.*

AT this election, the ſreemen, having ſound by long

experience, that the clauſe, in the third fundamental ar

ticle, incapacitating any perſon to be choſen governor

more than once in two years, was prejudicial, rather than

advantageous to the colony, reſolved, that there ſhould

be liberty for the annual choice of the ſame perſon gov

ernor, or of any other whom they ſhouldjudge best quali

fied to ſcrve the commonwealth.

DURING the wars between Uncas and the Narragan- p." ſ f
ſets, they beſieged his ſort, near the bank of the Thames, ULCZT o

until his proviſions were nearly exhausted, and he ſound

that he and his men must ſoon periſh, by ſamine or ſword,

unleſs he could obtain ſpeedy relief. In this criſis, he

found means oſ communicating his danger to the ſcouts,

who had been ſent out from Saybrook ſort. By his meſ

ſengers, he repreſented the great danger the Engliſh, in

thoſe parts, would be in immediately, iſ they ſhould ſuf

fer the Moheagans to be destroyed.

UPON this intelligence, one Thomas Leffingwell, an R r

enſign at Saybroolr, an enterpriſing, bold man, loaded a &IHZZÞ

canoe with beef, corn and peaſe, and under cover of the a, Let'

night paddled from Saybrook into the Thames ; and fingwell.

had the addreſs to get the whole into the fort. The en

emy ſoon perceiving, that 'Uncas was relieved, raiſed the

ſiege. For this ſervice, Uncas gave ſaid Leffmgwell a

deed of a great part, if not of the whole town of Nor

wich. In june 1659, Uncas, with his two ſons, Owane

co and Attawanhood, by amore formal and authentic

deed, made over unto ſaid Leffingwell, ]ohn Maſon,

Eſquire, the Rev. James Fitch and others, conſisting

of thirty five proprietors, the whole townſhip oſ Nor

wich, which is about nine miles ſquare. The company,

at this time, gave Uncas and his ſons about£7o, as a fur

ther compenſation, for ſo large and fine a tract.

 

* Four or five governor' of Connecticut, Governor Hay'es,

Governor Wyllye, Go'ernors Welles and Webfler, lie buried

at Hartford, without a monument. William Leet, Eſquire,

governor of New-Haven and Connecticut, alſo lies interred there,

in the ſame obſcure manner. Con ſidering their many and impor

tant public ſervices, this is remarkable ; but their virtues have

embalmed their name', and will render them venerahle to the la

tetl poflerity.
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M] ment, and this ſpring, t

(i').

onvich

itled.

Hunting

ton receiv

ed.

Grand Ju

rora ap

pointed.

PREPARATlONS were immediately made for its-ſettle

_ he Reverend James Fitch,

With the principal part of his church and congregation,

removed from Say-brook, and planted the town of Nor

wich. Three or four planters joined them from New

London, and two or three from t
he towns ofPlimouth

and h'larſhfield in Maſſnchuſetts. ln l663, the general

aſſembly ordered, that the deed ſhould be recorded. The

limits were afterwards aſcertained, and the town receiv

ed a patent of the whole. ſſ

_ THE h'lolieagans were a great defence, and of eſſen

tial_ſervice to the town for many years. They kept OUI

their ſcouts and ſpies, and ſo constantly watched their

encmless that they gave the earliest notice of their ap

proach, and were a continual defence against them. For

this purpoſe, in times of danger, they often moved and

pitched their wigwams near the town, and were a great

terror to the enemy. Once the hostile lndians came

near to the town, upon the ſabbath, with a deſign to

make a deſcent upon it ; but viewing it, from an emi

nenee, and ſeeing the Moheagan hutS, they 'were imlmi'

(lated and went off without doing the least damagcfA

an: His year', the town of Huntingtoii, upon _Long-Ill\

_ ,_\vas received as a member of the Connecticut juriſ

diction.

be £H18_general court ordered, that grand jurors ſhould

b ppomted, m_every town, to make preſentment of all

ſfiac es of law, in their reſpective tow ns. The law re

cluffed that the preſentments ſhould be made to the par

t'cuhr Court, in hlay and October.

EſTldE accounts with the heirs of George Fenwick,

fivZTZCLhad not been cloſed, nor diſcharges given, rela

old a: c purchaſe made of the fort at Saybrook, and the

greal: "ent Of Connecticut. This was an occaſion of

Haſt-fofilcaſineſs among the people. The three towns of

to the , Vdeſor and Wethersſield,preſented petitions

adjuſhtgleneral court, praying, that the accounts might be

there a 1' and the colony diſcharged. ln conſequence of

plete retarge Committee was appointed to make a com

Pared theement with the ſaid heirs. They havmg pre

couu, at flfffcounts for 3 final adjustment, the general

dy behflfeir ſeſſions in October, authorized them, in

goWrnor' w- to perfect and confirm the writings. The

as authorized, 'm their name, to affix the pub

-'

Mwu *
ſchpts from Norwich and record' of Count-dient



CHAP.XI. OF CONNECTICUT. 247

lic ſeal of the colony to thoſe, which were to be deliver- Boox I.

ed to Captain Cullick and Elizabeth his wiſe, heirs oſ the LMJ

ſaid George Fenwick, Eſquire, and to receive of them 1660.

the writings to be delivered to the court in ſavour of the

colony.

Acconmnctr, on the 7th oſ October, the colony diſ- &me.

charged Mr. John Cullick and Elizabeth his wife, their ment with

heirs, &e. and the ſaid John and Elizabeth his wiſe gave ththc'"

an ample diſcharge to the colony of Connecticut, from genuſid

all ſums oſ money due to the ſaid Fenwick, his heirs or oct, 7,

aſſigns, by virtue oſ the agreements made with Mr. Fen

wick, or purchaſe of the river's mouth.*

THUS, after the term of ſixteen years, from the first,

and fourteen from the ſecond agreement with Mr. Fen

wick, the colony completed a ſettlement reſpecting the

ſort and lands holden by him; and became legally poſ

ſeſſed of the tract conveyed to the Lords and gentlemen

ſeverally named in the patent.

Upon a final adjustment oſ the accounts, it appear- £ 500 due

ed, that Mr. Cullick and the heirs of Mr. Fenwick were to the co

indebted £5oo sterling to the colony, which had been 'ony

paid them, more than what was due according to the ori

ginal agreements with Mr. Fenwick.

JOHN Maſon, Eſquire, now deputy governor, had ſome

time ſince been authorized, in behalſ of the colony, to

purchaſe of Uncas all the lands, which he had reſerved

for himſelf and the Moheagans, in the deed of 1640, un

der the name oſ planting grounds. Having effected the

purchaſe, he made a ſurrender of the lands, in the pre

ſence oſ the general court. The following is a minute

of the tranſaction. p

t' HARTFORD, ſeſiion of the general court, March

a 14, '660.1

'i THE juriſdiction power over that land, which Un- Mzmhfiſ

" cas and Wawequa have made over to Major Maſon, is its, [rup '

K by him ſurrendered to this colony. Nevertheleſs, for ſon re

" the laying out oſ thoſe lands to farms, or plantations, ſign' the

V the court doth leave it in the hands of Major Maſon. MOhlca'd

" lt is alſo ordered and provided, with the conſent of gan m "

" Major Maſon, that Uncas and Wawequa, and their

" lndians and ſucceſſors, ſhall be ſupplied with ſufficient

 

_ * Mr. Cullick, who for ſeveral years had been one ofthe ma

gistratcs of Connccticut. and ſecretary of the colony, had now

removed his mlidcnce to Boston.

'l 'able according to the preſent mode of dating was March

X', 1 I'
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BOOK I. U planting ground at all times, as the court ſees cauſe out

w'5 of that land.

1660.

And the major doth reſerve to himſelf

N a competency to make a farm."

Fon want of form, and a more legal manner of con

vcyanCC, with reſpect to thoſe lands, originated the mem

orable Maſon caſe, or controverſy, as it was called. It

continued about ſcventy years, and was an occaſion of

great trouble and cxpenſc to the colony. A statement of

it will be made in the progreſs of this history.

 

CHAP'TER xn.

THE general court of Connecticut declare their loyalty and

ſuhmiffion to the king ,- determine to addrq/Jthit majesty, and

applyfir charter privilegeſ. A petition to hit majesty i:

prepared, and a letter addreffid to Lord Say and Seal.

Governor Winthrop i: appointed the colony': agent, to pre

ſent their petition, and ſhlicit a parent. Regicide: con

demned. Whalley and Gſſ arrive at Bqston, estape to

New-Hawn, and are kindly entertained, and heptfrom

their pu'ſin'rt. New-Havenfallr into great trouble and

_ danger on that account. New-Haven eaten/'e themſelveſ ,

decline ſending an agent ,- butjoin 'with Maffichtzſi'ttr,

in ſupporting one. The King proclaimed. Governor

Winthrop obtain: the charter of Cannecticut. First gov

ernor and council under the charter. Repreſentation ofthe

co'ylitution it ordaim', and the privilege: it con-veyt. Diſ

]icultie: of the colony of New-Haven. Governor Leet':

addreſſ. Chart'r of Connecticut arrivet. Praceeding: of

Connecticut in conſequence of the charter. The extend

theirjuriſdiction to all place: 'within the limit: qſtihir pa

tent, and challenge IVew-Haven colony, a: under theirju

riſdiction. Contro-ve'ſj between the two colon/et. Scttle

ment ofKilling-worth. Patcnt ofthe Duhe q/'Torh Co

lonel Nit'holi and conunz'ffionerw arri-ve, reduce all the Dutch

ſettlemth Their extraordinary pea-wert. Imþortant

tri/i: ofConnecticut. 'The general conrt make aprefint to

the commi mnerr. Anſwer to the propoſition:from hiJ ma

jesty, and reply to the Duhe ofHamilton': clai'n and peti

tion. Boundarie: bet-ween Connecticut and Army-I orh.

Unioan Connecticut and A'ew-Ha-uen.

M"ed V' THE colony having purchaſed the parent, and the

government of England having been ſettlcd in the

a
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king and parliament, the general court determined to BOOK I.

make application for a charter under the royal ſignature.w

They avowed their allegiancc to his majesty, King Wh

Charles the ſecond 3 declared that all the inhabitants of The court

this colony were his faithful ſubjects z and that it was avow

neceſſary to petition him for his grace, and the continu- their alle

a'nce and Confirmation oftheirrights and privileges. The Him" w

court reſolved, that the £ 500 due from Mr. Cullick CEZMH.

ſhould be appropriated to the proſecution of their addreſs,

and application to his majesty ſora patent.

A't' the ſeſſions in'May, a petition to hisntajesty was

preſented by the governor, and approved by the general a

court. That it might, however, be made as perfect as For a chu

poſſible, the governor and deputy governor, Mr. Wyllys, ter.

Mr. Allen, Mr. Warham, Mr. Stone, Mr. Hooker, Mr. MIY 16

Whiting, and the ſecretary, were appointed a committed

for its emendation. They were authoriz'ed to methodize

and make all ſuch alterations, as they ſhould judge * er

pedient, provided the ſubstance of it were retained.

They were directed to write letters to any noble perſonages

in England, to whom it might be expedient to make ape

plication, and to tranſact whatever might be neceſſary,
reſpecting the petition and the procurement of a patenr.ſſ

Govl-znnon Winthrop was appointed agent to preſent Gmmo,

the petition to his majesty,'and to-tranfact all affairs in Winthrop

England, 'reſpecting the general Welfare 'of the colony.r appointed

He had particular instructions from the general conrt for1 Win"

the management of the buſineſs' of his-agency'. ' He ma'

eſpecially directed to obtain the conſent, and take-tho'

advice of the nobles and gentlbmen, 'who had b'een inſi
terested in the old parent of Connecticut 5 and to engagev

the friendſhip and influence of all thoſe, who might be'

active and ſerviceable, with reſpect to the interests of the

colony. ' _ r

IN the petition to his majesty, it Was repreſented, that Repreſenh

the greatest part of the colony had been purchaſed and tation'fi'

obtained by, great and valuable conſiderations; that ſome t?" pen?

Other part thereof had been obtained by conquest; and non'

that it had, with great difficulty, at the ſole endeavours,

expenſe and charges of themſelves and their aſſociates,

under whom they claimed, been ſubdued and improved,

and thereby become a conſiderable enlargement and ad

dition to his majesty's dominions and interests in New

England.1- Theſe were pleaded as reaſons, with his ma-_

't Appendix No. Vll.

__
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BOOK I.

I

jesty to grant the tract and privileges for which the peti<

wtioners prayed.

1661.

Letter to

Lord Say

and Seal.

Com

plaint'

against

Mr. Fen

wick. _

AT the ſame time, a letter was addreſſed to Lord Say

and Seal, repreſenting the encouragements which their

fathers, and ſome ofv their ſurviving aſſociates, received

from him, to tranſplant themſelves into the inland part'

oſ this vast wilderneſs,and their aſſurances of his patron

age and favor. They alſo complained, that- Mr. George

Fenwick, ſeveral years after he had taken poſſeffion of the

entrance of Connecticut river, determining to return

to England, pr0poſed to ſell the fort, at Saybroolt,

with all the buildings and appurtenances there, together

with all the lands upon the river, as far eastward as Nar

raganſet bay, with the right oſjuriſdiction, to the colony.

They repreſented, that this, at first, Was ſtrenuouſlv op

poſed, by many of the inhabitants, as the imagine his

lordſhip, and the other noble patentees, ad very boun

tiful intentions towards them; and that ſuch a proce

dure would be extremely contrary to their deſigns. Nev

erthelcſs, that afterwards, as ſome of thoſe gentlemen,

who had the greatest interest in the affections of their

lordſhips, were removed by death z and as Mr. Fenwiclt

pretended to be the only patentee; and threatened, that

unleſs the colony would purchaſe the lands, on his own

terms, he would either impoſe duties upon the people, or

., ſell the premiſes to the Dutch, they finally agreed with

him, and paid him £ l,600 for them. They intimated

that thiswas the only way in which the peace and ſafety

of the-community could have been preſerved. As a fur

ther matter of grievance, they complained, that, beſide'

this great abuſe, Mr. Fenwick had given them nothing

under his hand, to oblige himſelf or his heirs to fulfil his

engagements ; and that they had nothing to ſecure them,

m the enjoyment oſ their just rights and privileges, as a

. distinct commonwealth. þThey further made complaint

of cncroachments made upon them, on the north by the

Maſiachuſetts, and by them and others towards the Nar

raganſets; and that they knew not how to ſupport their

claims, or aſcertain their boundaries, without a patent

they intreat his lordſhip to conſider their circumstances

Eerlllslſfl and aſhst their agent, and countenance their de:

THE only alteration which ha
'- - . d been m i .

tion, this year, m Connecticut, ade, at the eke

Was the choice of Mr.
 

.* Letter to hit lordſhip, No vm.
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Thurston Rayncr into the magistracy ; but at New-Ha- BOOK I.

ven, the alteration was very conſiderable.

Fnancrs NEWMAN, Eſquire, who had ſucceeded Gov- 1661

ernor Eaton, in the chief ſeat of government, was now Governor

no more. He had been for many years ſecretary, under Ncwmal

the administration of Governor Eaton, and well acquaint- es'

ed with the affairs of the colony. He is repreſented as

agentleman of piety and unblemiſhed morals, happily

imitating his predeceſſor both in public and private life.

Upon the election, William Leet, Eſquire, was cho

ſen governor, and Mr. Matthew Gilbert, dcputy gover- Election

nor. Mr. Benjamin Fenn, Mr. Robert Tteat, Mr. Jaſ- at New'

per Crane, Mr. John Wakeman, and Mr. William Gib- BZTJW

bard, were elected magistrates. The ſpirit of republi

eaniſm however was ſo high, at New-Haven, that ſeve

ral of them would not accept their appointments and take

the oaths preſcribed. Mr. Wakeman and Mr. Gibbard

utterly refuſed. Mr. Fenn was hardly prevailed with to

accept his office. He at last took the oath, with this pre

vious explanation, that it was only with reference to the

particular laws of that colony ; and that if any thing fo

reign ſhould preſent, it ſhould give no offence ifhc ſhould

decline acting. Mr. James Biſhop was choſen ſecretary,

and Mr. Robert Allen, treaſurer.

AN affair had happened at New-Haven, a few months

before this, which now began to alarm the country, and

ſoon gave great anxiety and trouble to that colony.

Venr ſoon after the restoration, a large number of the R . .d
judges of king Charles the first, commonly termed regi- csflce'm:

cides, were apprehended and brought upon their trials, ed,

in the Old Baily. Thirty nine were condemned, and

ten executed as traitors. Some others, apprehen

five of danger, fled out of the kingdom before King

Charles II. was proclaimed. Colonels Whalley and 3223.'

Goffe made their eſcape to New-England. They were a, rive

brought over by one Captain Gooking, and arrived at at Boston.

Boston, in July 1660. Governor Endicot and gentle

men of character, in Boston and its Vicinity, treated them

with peculiar reſpect and kindneſs. They were gentle

men of ſingular abilities, and had moved in an exalted

ſphere. Whalley had been a lieutenant general, and

Goffe, a major general, in Cromwell's army. Their

manners were elegant; and their appearance grave and

dignified, eommanding univerſal reſpect. They ſoon Retire to

went from Boston to Cambridge, where they reſided un- C-"fm'

til February. They referred openly to places of public br'dgc'
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Boox I. worſhip on the Lords day, and at other times of public de

WV votion. They were univerſally esteemed, by all men of

1661.

Arrive at New-Haven.

character, both civil and religious. But no ſooner was

it ltnown, that the judges had been condemned as traitors,

and that theſe gentlemen were exceptcd from the act of

pardon, than the principal gentlemen in the Maffachuſi
ſetts began to be alarmed. Governor ſiEndicot called a

court of magistrates to conſult meaſures for apprehend

ing them. However their friends were ſo numerous,

that a vote could not, at that time, be obtained to arrest

them. Some of the court declared, that they would

stand by them, others adviſed them to remove out of the

colony.

FINDING themſelves unſaſe at Cambridge, they came,

by the aſſistance oſ their friends, to Connecticut. They

made their route by Hartſord, but went on directly to

They arrived about the 27th of March,

New-lla- and made Mr. Davenport's houſe the place of their reſi

vcn March dence,

27th.

Go to

Milford.

They were treated with the ſame marks of esteem

and generous friendſhip, at New-Haven, which they had

received in the Maſſachuſetts. The more the people be

came acquainted with ther-p, the more they eſteemed

them, not only as men of great minds, but of unfeigned

piety and religion. For ſometime, they appeared to apq

prehend themſelves as out of danger, and happily ſitua

tedamong a number of pious and agreeable friends. But

it was not long before the news of the king's proclama

tion against the regicides arrived, requiring, that where

ever they might be ſound, they ſhould be immediately

apprehendcd. The governor of Maſſachuſetts, in conſe

quence oſ the royal proclamation, iſſued his warrant to

arrest them. As they were certified, by their friends, of

all meaſures adopted reſpecting them, they removed to

Milford. There they appeared openly in the day time,

but at night often returned privately to New-Haven, and

were generally ſecreted at Mr. Davenport's, until about

the last of April.

IN the mean time, the governor of Maſſachuſetts re

ceived a royal mandate requiring him to apprehend them ;

and a more full and circumstantial account of the con

demnation and execution oſ the ten regicides, and of the

diſpoſition of the court towards them, and the republi

can's and puritans in general, arrived in New-England.

This gave a more general and thorough alarm to the

whole country. A feigned ſearch had been made in the

aſſachuſctts, in conſequence of the former warrant,
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for the colonels Whalley and Goffe; but now the gov- Boox I,

ernor and magistrates began to view the aſſair, in a more w

ſerious point oſ light 5 and appear to have been in ear- 1661.

neſt to ſecure them. They perceived, that their own

perſonal ſafety, and the liberties and peace of the coun

try, were concerned in the manner of their conduct to

wards thoſe unhappy men. They therefore immediate

ly gave a commiſſion to Thomas Kellond and Thomas -

Kirk, two zealous young royalists, to go through the col- ficjlond

onies, as far as the Manhadoes, and make a careful and Kirkcom.

univerſal ſearch for them. They purſued the judges, miffioned

with engagedneſs, to Hartford; and, repairing to Gov- 10 ſearch

emor Winthrop, were nobly entertained. He aſſured a" coun'

them, that the colonels made no stay in Connecticut, but y'

went directly to New-Haven. He gave them a warrant

'and instructions ſimilar to thoſe which they had received

from the governor oſ Maſſachuſetts, and tranſacted eve

ry thing relative to the affair with diſpatch. The next

day they arrived at Guilſord, and opened their buſineſs (si-'Hazel

to deputy governor Leet. They acquainted him that, '

according to the intelligence which they had received,

the regicides were then at New-Haven. They deſired

immediately to be furniſhed with powers, horſes, and aſ

ſist ance to arrest them.

BUT here they were very unwelcome meſſengers. Gov- ctum

ernor Leet, and the principal gentlemen in Guilford and fmmsof

New-Haven, had no ill opinion oſ the judgcs. If they Governor

had done wrong in the part they had acted, they viewed LFCt and

it as an error in judgment, and as the fault of great and hhs Nun'

good men, under peculiar and extraordinary circumstan- c '

ces. They were touched with compaſſion and ſympathy,

and had real ſcruples of conſcience with reſpect to de

livering up ſuch men to death. They viewed them aa

the excellent in the earth, and were afraid to betray

them, lest they ſhould be instrumental in ſheddinginno

cent blood. They ſaw no advantage in putting them to

death. They were not zealous therefore to aſſist in ap

prehending them. Governor Leet ſaid, he had not ſeen _

them, in nine weeks, and that he did not believe they were Iffi'ffſh

at New-Haven. He read ſome of the papers relative to pectin?

the affirir with an audible voice. The purſuivants obſer- the regi.

ved to him, that their buſineſs required more ſecreey, than tide'

was conſistent with ſuch a reading of their instructions.

He delayed furniſhing them with horſes until the next

morning, and utterly declined giving them any powers,

until he had conſulted with his council, at New-Haven. -

\
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BOOK I. They complained, that an lndian went off, from Guil

VN ford to New-Haven, in the night, and that the governor

'661. was ſo dilatory, the next morning, that a meſſenger went

on to New-Haven, before they could obtainhorſes for

their aſſistance. The judges were apprized of every

tranſaction reſpecting them, and they, and their friends,

took their meaſures accordingly. They changed their

quarters, from one place to another in the town, as cir

cumstances required; and had faithful friends to give

them information, and to conceal them from their en

cmres.

ON the r 3th of March, the purſuivants came to New

Haven, and Governor Leet arrived in town, ſoon after

them, to conſult his council. They acquainted him,

that, from the information which they had received, they

were purſuaded, that the judges were yet in the town,

and preſſed him and the magistrates to give them a war

rant and affistance, to arrest them, without any further

delay. But after the governor and his council had been

together five or ſix hours, they diſperſed, without doing

any thing relative to the affair. The governor declared,

that they could not act without calling a general aſſem

bly of the freemen. Kellond and Kirk obſerved to him,

that the other governors had not stood upon ſuch nice

ties ; that the honor and justice of his majesty were con

cerned, and that he would highly reſent the_concealment

and abetting of ſuch traitors and regicides. They de

manded whether he and his council would own and

honor his majesty ? The governor replied we do honor

his majesty, but have tender conſciences ; and wiſh first

to know whether he will own us)r

THE tradition is, that the purſuivants ſearched Mr.

Davenport's houſe, and uſed him very ill. They al

ſo ſearchcd other houſes, where they ſuſpected, that the

regicides were concealed. The report is, that they went

into the houſe of one Mrs. Eyers, where they actually

were, but ſhe conducted the affair with ſuch compoſure

and addreſs, that they imagined the judges had just made

their eſcape from the houſe, and they went off without

making any ſearch. It is ſaid, that once, when the pur

ſucrs paſſed the neck bridge, the judges concealed them

ſelves under it. Several times they narrowly eſcaped:

but never could he taken.

 

th: RCPON of Kellond and Kirk to Governor Endicot; to which

7 V" oath' m the preſence of the governor and his council.

H



CHAP.XII. OF CON'NLCTICUT. 25;

THESE zealous royalists, not finding the judges in New- BOOK l.

Haven, proſecuted their journey to the Dutch ſettle- w

ments, and made interest with Stuyveſant, the Dutch 1661.

governor, against them. He promiſed them, that if the

judges ſhould be ſound within hisjuriſdiction, he would

give them immediate intelligence, and that he would Kellond

prohibit all ſhips and veſſels from tranſporting them. and Kirk

Having thus zealouſly proſecuted the buſineſs of their m;"

eommiſſion, they returned to Boston ; and reported the But?

reception, which they had met with at Guilford and

New-Haven.

UPON this report, a letter was written, by ſecretary

Rawſon, in the name of the general court of Maſſachu- z'cffi't'h

ſetts, to Governor Leet and his council, on the ſubject. 62," ofe

It repreſented, that many complaint: had been exhibited, Maſſachu.

in England, against the colonies, and that they were in ſetts to

great danger. It was obſerved, that one great ſource of swan"

complaint, was their giving ſuch entertainment to the ce

regicides, and their inattention to his majesty's warrant,

for arresting them. This was repreſented as an affair

which hazarded the liberties of all the colonies, and eſpe

cially, thoſe ofNew-Haven. It was intimated, that the

ſafety of particular perſons, no leſs than that of the colo

ny,was in danger. It was inſisted, that the only way to

expiate their offence, and ſave themſelves harmleſs, was,

without delay, to apprehend the delinquents. Indeed

the court urged, that not only their own ſafety and wel

farc, but the eſſential intereſts of their neighbours, de

manded their indefatigahle exertions to exculpate them

ſalves.

COLONELS Whalley and Goffe, after the ſearch which _ ,

had been made for them, at New-Haven, left Mr. Dav- Size?"

enport's and took up their quarters at Mr. William then-3

Jones's, ſon in law to Governor Eaton, and afterwards quarter'

deputy governor oſNew-Haven and Connecticut. There

they ſecreted themſelves until the r rth ofMay. Thencc

they removed to a mill in the environs of the town. For

a ſhort time, they made their quarters in the woods,

and then fixed them in a cave in the ſide of a hill, which

they named Providence Hill. They had ſome other

places of reſort, to which they retired as occaſion made it

neceſſary, but this was, generally, the place of their reſi

dence until the igth of August.* When the weather

 

* About this time they removed to Milſord, where they con

tinued about two years. On the arrival of the king" commifliono
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BOOK I. was bad they lodged, at night, in_ a neighbouring houſe.

WJ lt is not improbable, that ſometimes, 'when it could be

1661. done with ſafety, they made viſits to their friends atNew

'Haven.
INDEED, to prevent any damage to Mr. Davenport or

They ap- the colony, they once, or more, came into the town open

PUWPCW ly, and offered to deliver up themſelves to ſave their

axgew' friends. It ſeems it was fully expected, at that time, that

* they would have done it voluntarily. But their friends,

neither deſired, nor adviſed them, by any means, to a

dopt ſo dangerous a meaſure. They h0ped to ſave them

ſelves and the colony harmleſs, without ſuch a ſacrifice.

The magistrates were greatly blamed for not apprehend

ing them, at this time in particular. Secretary Rawſon,

in a letter of his to Governor Leet, writes, " How ill

'5 this will be taken is not difficult to imagine z to be ſure

" not well. Nay will not all men condemn ou a'

" wanting to yourſelves?" The general court. of aſſa

chuſetts, further acquainted Governor Leet, that the col

onies were criminated for making no application to the

king, ſince his restoration, and for not proclaiming him

as their king. The court,in their letter, obſerved, that

ll'. was highly neceſſary, that they ſhould ſend an agent to

anſwer for them at the court of England.

ON the reception of this intelligence, Governor L6ct

convoked the general court, and laid the letters before

them. After much debate, it was concluded to addreſs

genera] a lFttCT to the general court, exculpating the colony.

court Au- Wsth feſpectfo the TegiCich, they declared, that they

guſ! xst. had neither diſowned nor flighted the king nor his au

thority ; and that the apprehending of them was not de.

Nmuna- ſeated by any delay_of theirs, as they had made their eſ.

wys ex_ cape before the lungs warrant arrived in the colony.

cum 'tl'hcy alledged, that the purſuers neglected their buſineſs,

(genttleng "Pon thegovernor and his council, for which

conYſCZchZO aucthonty. Beſides they pleaded fern-ple" of

who h d , fin fear of unfaithfulneſs to the people,

they He! glg'cn them all their power, and to whom

fisted the ound by ſolemn oath. Further, they in

ownizlg gateactmg "Po" the warrant would have been

g "eral SOVETHOT, and dangerous to the liberties

Governor

 
'ers in Newdzn 1 _
time, and aboufslnd' the

_3 the late Re'. P

tlce *
"hhvnll be take"

Y retired Again to their cave for a ſhort

scafth of pctoher 1664 removed to Hadley.

of it inntthSUles has written their history, no no

the affairs ofthe coloz: we'ka forther than it is connected
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of the people. To him they ſaid the warrant was direct- BOOK I. f

ed, and though other magistrates were mentioned, yetw

they were conſidered only as officers under him. 1651.

WITH reference to the magistrates not arrcsting the

judges, when they appeared openly in the town, they ſaid, *

it was owing to a full perſuaſion, that they would cer

tainly ſurrender themſelves, according to their promiſe.

They affirmed, that they had uſed all diligence with thoſe,

who had ſhown them kindneſs, to perſuade them to de

liver them up ; that they were ignorant where they were,

and that they did not believe that they were in the coh

ny. * They promiſed, that they would exert themſelves

to arrest and ſecure them, if an opportunity ſhould pre

ſent. '

THEY excuſed themſelves for not making an addreſs

or application to his majesty, becauſe it was to them a

new and unprecedented affair; and they were ignorant

of the proper form. Indeed they ſaid they could not

agree in one which might be acceptable. Theſe they

avowed to be the reaſons of their omiſſion, and not any

diſloyalty to his majesty. As the form, in which the col

ony of Maſſachuſetts made their ſubmiſſion to the king,

had been laid before them, they declared, that it was to

their ſatisfaction, and that, from their hearts, they ac

knowledged and ſaid the ſame. They promiſed full ſub

jection and entire allcgiance to his majeſty, King
Charles II. Upon this ſubmiſſion and declaration, they ct

ſupplicated for the ſame immunities and privileges with

their ſister colonies, and declared their expectations of

the full enjoyment of them. '

A'r the ſame time, they declined the making of any par

ticular addreſs to the king, on the account of their ina

bility to procure a proper agent to preſent it to his ma

jesty. In their great distreſs, they deſired the general Newflb

court of Maſſachuſetts, to repreſent them to the king as vcn unite

cordially owning and complying with their addreſs, as in ſending

though it had been ſaid and made by themſelves. They 3 Scnflfl

e1preſſed their opinion of the neceſſity of a general agent, Hem'

for New-England, to ſupplicate the royal favor, to defeat

the deſigns of their enemies, and to procure for them all

acts of indemnity and grace. They agreed to bear their

proportionable part of the expenſe. The court immedi

ately ſent an agent to Boston, on this buſineſs. One The, pro,

great matter of complaint, against the colonies, had been. claim the

_ _ _ . . king,Authen. not proclamng the ling; But as he had now been 'on fiſh

.-'I
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Boorcl. proclaimed in all the other colonies, in New-England, the

LIW general court at New-Haven judged it expedient formal

1961' ly to proclaim him thered'

ABOUT this time, it ſeems, Governor \Vinthrop took

Gowmor his paſſ ge for England. Upon his arrival, he made ap

Win. plication to Lord Say and Seal, and other friends of the

throp's colony, for their countenance and affistancc. Lord Sa

Fogduct and Seal, appears to have been the only nobleman living,

guess' who was one of the original patentees of Connecticut.

Heheld the parent in trust, originally, for the puritanic

exiles. He received the addreſs from the colony moſb

favorably, and gave Governor Winthrop all the aſſistance

in his power.+ The governor was a man of addreſs,

and he arrived inEnglaml, at a happy time for Connecti

Fricntl- cut. Lord Say and Seal, the great friend of the colony,

'Egg (fig had been particularly inſirumental of the restoration.

finish: This had ſo brought him into the king's favor, that he

had been made lord privy ſeal. The earl of Manchester,

another friend of the puritans, and of the rights of the

colonies, was chamberlain of his majesty's houſehold.

He 'was an intimate friend ofLord Say and Seal, and had

been united with him in defending the colonies, and

_ leadin for their establiſhment and' liberties. Lord Sa
RZZKEM iind Scrii engaged him to give Mr. Winthrop his utmost

flancesun- affistance. * Mr. Winthrop had' an extraordinary rin ,

d" WhFCh which had been given his grand father by King Charles

the Pa" the first, which he preſented to the king. This, it is ſaid,

ZKPQTZA exceedingly pleaſed his majesty, as it had been once the

 

* m'Sour-interest; more] a \ nd
with yoa and for youxs nnot do, Lut pray the Lord to (la

X The form was curious. It was expreſſed in the following

words. ' v

'* Although we have not received any form of proclamation,

Form of " by order from his majeſty or council of nate, for proclaiming

proclamzu " his majesty in this colony; yet, (he court taking. encourage

tion. x'" ment, from what has been done in the rest oſ the United colo

- A I' hies,hath thought fit to dcelare-pnblicly, and proclaim, that

- L t! awe do acknowledge his royal highneſs, Charles the ſecond,

l '\::*,' i' kingoſEngland, Scotlantl,France.,and lreland,t0 he our ſore

' ** reign lord and king; and that we do acknowledge ourſelves,

" the inhabitantc of this colony, to be his majeſty's loyal and

" faithful ſubjects." *

-+ Letter to' Governor Winthrop, in England No. lX. His

lordſhip ever retained his ſi iendſhlp for 'he colonies, and not only

rendered great ſervices to Connecticnt, but to them all, in vindi

_ __ ' catmgtlremagainst the. complaints, made against them, and in

' ijrtolſſ'ctllallnglhe favor afthe king and his conrt towards them.

_ l * v-i-::In-a-l<nt'tr-or his, tnthc government of Maſſachuſetts, he ſays," I_

A! ' me not been' wanting both to the king and council to advance

_. _,*.>_- 1<-_.-__..
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property of a father moſt dear to him._ Under theſe cirr- Booxl.

cumſtances, the petition of Connecttcut was preſented', (L/VV

and was received with uncommon grace and favor. * 1552.

UPON the Loth of April 1662,his majesty granted the Chm"

colony his letters parent, conve ing the most ample privi- granfflz

leges, under the great ſeal o England. It confirmed 'Ft-1 ritor'r

unto_it the whole tract of country, granted by King Cfflfflfld

Charles the first unto the earl of Warwick, and which

was, the next year, by him configncd unto Lord Say and

Seal, Lord Brook and others. The parent granted the Rzzſims

lands in free and common ſocage. The facts, stated and l'ecogniz

pleaded in the petition, were recognized in the charter, ed

'nearly in the ſame form ofwords, as reaſons of the royal

grant, and of the ample privileges which it conveyed.

I'r ordained, that John Winthrop, John Maſon, Samuel

Wyllys, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allen, John Tapping,

Nathan Could, Richard Treat, Richard Lord, Henry

Wolcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clarke, John Ogden,

Thomas Welles, Obadiah Bruen, John Clarke, Anthony

Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all

ſuch others as then were, or ſhould afterwards be admit

ted and made free of the corporation, ſhould forever af

ter be one body corporate and politic, in fact and name,

by the name of the GOVERNOR AND COMPANY OF THE

ENGusr-r COLONY' or Coxxecrrcur m NEw-ENGLAND

IN AMERlCA; and that by the ſame name, they and their

ſucceſſors ſhould have perpetual ſucceſſion. They were

capacitated, as erſons in law, to plead and be impleaded,

to defend and c defended, in all ſuits whatſoever : To

purchaſe, poſſeſs, leaſe, grant, dcmiſe, and ſell lands, ten

cments, and goods, in as ample a manner, as any of his

majesty's ſubjects or corporations in England. The char

ter ordained, that there ſhould be, annually, two general

aſſemblies 5 one holden on the ſecond Thurſday in May,

and the other on the ſecond Thurſday in October. This

was to conſist oſ the governor, deputy governor, and

twelve affistants, with two deputies from every town or

cit . John VVinthrop was appointed governor, and

John Maſon, deputy governor, and the gentlemen named

above, magistrates, until a new election ſhould be made.

THE company were authorized to have a common

ſeal,to appoint judicatories, make freemen, constitute oſ

ficers, establiſh laws, impoſe lines, aſſemble the inhabi

tants in marſhal array, for the common defence, and to

exerciſe martial law in all caſes, in which it might be ne.

'eſſe-ry.
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Boox I.

L/V'V

1662.

Election

in Con

necticut

May 15.

Governor

Leet's

conciliato

ry ſpeech'

May a8th.

I'r was ordained by the charter, that all the king's ſub

jects, in the colony, ſhould enjoy all the privileges oſ free

and natural ſubjects within the realm of England -, and

that the patent ſhould always have the moſt favorable

conſtruction for the benefit oſ the governor and compa

n .

THE charter did not come over until after the elec

tion. This was on the i5th of May, and the freemen

made no alteration in their officers. _

MAN! of the colony of New-Haven appear to have

been exceedingly oppoſed to King Charles, and to the

royal instructions which they had received. It had been

with great difficulty, that the governor and council had

managed the government in ſuch a manner, as to keep

peace among the people, and not incur the diſpleaſure of

the king and his council. Though they had done as lit

tle as poſſible, conſistent with loyalty, in conſorming to

his majesty's orders, yet they had done more than was

pleaſing to all. There had been ſome inſurreCtions and

tumults, and the authority, in ſome inſtances, had not

been well treated. Some complained, that they could

not enjoy their privileges more amply ; and that none

but church members could be ſreemen of the corporation.

GOVERNOR Leet, therefore, at the court oſ election,

made a pacific ſpeech to the freemen. He repreſented

to them the great difficulties and dangers oſ the year past,

and the divine goodneſs towards them, in the continua

tion of their civil and religious privileges. He acknowl

edged himſelf to be ſubject to many imperſections, yet

profeſſed, that,in his office,he had acted conſcientiouſly,

conſulting the common ſafety and happineſs. He de

clared his readineſs to give the reaſons of his conduct to

any brother, or brethren, who would come to him, in an

orderly manner. He acknowledged'thcir 'kind affection

and patience towards him, in covering and paſſing by

his infirmities. -.

Upon this, the eleCtion proceeded, and he was choſen

governor, and Matthew Gilbert, deputy governor. The

deputy governor's not apprehending the regicides, did

"Of, in any meaſure, injure his popularity. No objection

was made against either of the governors. Mr. William

Jones and Mr. William Gibbard were choſen magistrates,

ac," New-HBYCH; Mr. Benjamin Fenn and Mr. Robert

- "at, for Milſord z and Mr. Jaſper Crane, for Bran
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ford. Several of the magistrates took the oath, this year, Boon I;

with the explanations and cxceptions, which they had w

made the last. 1 1662,

BEFORE the ſeſſions of the general aſſembly of Con

necticut, in October, the charter was brought over; and

as the governors and magistrates, appointed by his ma

jesty, were not authorized to ſerve after this time, a gen- General

'eral' election was appointed,. on the 9th of October. gear'fondat

John Winthrop, Eſquire, was choſen governor, and John ORJL 25',

Maſon, Eſquire, deputy governor. The magistrates ,6(,z,

were Matthew Allen, Samuel Wyllys, Nathan Could,

Richard Treat, John Ogden, John Tapping, John Tal

cott, Henry Wolcott, Daniel Clarke and John Allen, Eſ

quires, Mr. Baker and Mr. Sherman. John Talcott, Eſ

quire, was treaſurer, and Daniel Clarke, Eſquire, ſecre

II .

'Been the day of the election, the charter was publicly

read to"the freemen, and declared to belong to them and

their fucceſſors. They then proceeded to make choice of

Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott, and Mr. Allen to receive the

charter into their custody, and to keep it in behalf of the

colony. It was ordered, that an oath ſhould be admin

istered, by the dourt, to the freemen, binding them toa

faithful diſcharge of the trust committed to them.

THE general aſſembly establiſhed all former officers, Act' pall'

civil and military, in their reſpective places of trust; and "Po"

enacted, that all the laws of the colony ſhould be contin- mill-X: s

ued in full force, except ſuch as ſhould be found contrary charm

to the tenor of the charter. It was alſo enactcd, that Oct.9\hn

the ſame colony ſeal ſhould be continued. '662

THE major part of the inhabitants of Southhold, ſeve

ral of the people at Guilford, and of the towns of Stam

ford and Greenwich, tendering their perſons and estates

to Connecticut, and petitioning to enjoy the protection

and privileges of this commonwealth, were accepted by

the aſſembly, and promiſed the ſame protection and free

.dom, which was common to the inhabitants of the colony

in general. At the ſame time, it was enjoined upon them,

to conduct themſelves peaceably, as became christians,

towards their neighbours, who did not ſubmit to the ju

riſdiction of Connecticut; and that they ſhould pay all

tares due to the miniſters, with all other public charges

then due. A meſſage was ſent to the Dutch governor,

certifying him of the charter, granted to Connecticut,

and deſiring him, by no means, to trouble any of his ma
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BOOK I. jeſly's ſubjects,within its limits, with impoſitions, or

K/VV

zest.

The at'

ſembly ex

tend their

juriſdic

tion to

Pawca

t nek and
vLong-lil

and.

proſecutions from that juriſdiction.

THE aſſembly gave notice to the inhabitants of Win

chester, that they were comprehended within the limits

of Connccticut; and ordered, that, as his majeſty had

thus diſpoſed oſ them, they ſhould conduct themſelves as

peaceable ſubjects.

THE aſſembly reſolved, that the inhabitants of Mistie

and Pawcatuck ſhould no more exerciſe any authority, by

virtue of commiſſions from any other colony, but ſhould

elect their town officers, and manage all their affairs, ac

cording to the laws of Connectieut. It was alſo reſol

ved, that this, and ſome other towns, ſhould pay twenty

pounds each, towards defraying the expenſe of procur

ing the charter.*

HUNTlNGTON, Setauket, Oyster-bay, and all the towns

upon Long-lfland, were obliged to ſubmit to the authori

ty, and govern themſelves agreeably to the laws of Con

nccticut. A court was inſtituted at Southhold, conſist

ing of Captain John Youngs, and the justices of South

and East-Hampton. The aſſembly reſolved, that all the

towns, which ſhould be received under their juriſdiction,

ſhould bear their equal proportion of the charge of the

- colony, in procuring the parent.

Appoint a

commit

tre to

conſer

with

NewJ-Ia

ven.

As the charter included the colony oſ New-Haven,

Mr. Matthew Allen, Mr. Samuel Wyllys, and the Rev

ercnd Meſſicurs Stone and Hooker,werc appointed a com

mittee, to proceed to New-Haven, and to treat with their

friends there, reſpecting an amicable union of the two

colonicsj- '

Tma committee proceeded to New-Haven, and after a

conference with the governor, magistrates and principal

gentlemen in the colony, left the following declaration to

be communicated to the freemen.

U VVF. declare, that through the providence of the most

" High, a large. and ample parent," and therein deſirable

" privileges and immunities from his majesty, being

 

Commit

tee's dec

laration.

* lt appears from the appropriationa made. and taxea impoſ

'd, to pay the chargcs of Governor Winthrop's agency, that the

charter coſt the colony about thirteen him-'red pounde sterling.

1' A thankſgiving was appointed, by this aſſembly, through

the cnlony, to celebrate the divine beneficence; eſpecially in

grunting them ſuch a ſavorable rcception with his majesty, and

ſuch ample civiland religious privileges, a' had been conferred

lw their charter: and ſur Gon's gracioue anſwer to the prayers

of hie people, in almting the ſickneſs of the country, and giving

them rain, in the time of drought
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U come to our hand, a Copy whereof we have leſt with BOOK l.

U you to be conſidered, and yourſelves, upon the ſea \./V'\)

U coast, being included and interested therein, the king 1663

W having united us in one body politic, wc, according to

a the commiſiion wherewith we are intrusted, by the

" general Aſſembly of Connecticur, do declare, in their

U name, that it is both their and our earnest deſire, that

U there may be a happy and comfortable union between

" yourſelves and us, according to the tenor of the char

'ſ ter ; that inconveniences and dangers may be prevent

'4 ed, peace and truth strengthened and establiſhed,

" through our ſuitable ſubjection to the terms ofthe pa

U tent, and the bleſſing of GOD upon us therein."

THE authority of New-Haven made the following

reply.

" XVE have received and pernſed your writings, and

" heard the copy read of his majesty's letters patent to Vefiv'nf'

t Connccticut colony ; wherein, though we do not find it'

* the colony of New-Haven expreſsly included, yet to

ſhow our deſire that matters may be iſſued in the con

ſerving oſ peace and amity, with righteouſneſs between

them and us, we ſhall communicate your writing, and

a copy of the patent, to our freemcn, and afterwards,

" with convenient ſpeed, return their anſwer. Only

' we deſire, that the iſſuing of matters may be reſpited

until we may receive ſuller information from Mrt

Winthrop, or ſatisfaction otherwiſe; and that in 'the

'1 mean time, this colony may remain distinct, entire,

* and uninterrupted, as heretofore : which we hope you

" will ſee cauſe lovingly to conſent unto; and ſignify

U the ſame to us, with convenient ſpeed."

ON the 4th of November, the freemen of the colony

. Court
of New-Haven convencd, m general court. The gover- meet a,

nor communicated the writings to the court, and ordered' Newm.

a copy of the patent to be read. After a ſhort adjourn- ven Nov.

mcnt for conſideration, in an affair of ſo much impor-*4lh*

- tance, the ſreemcn met again, and proceeded to alarge

diſcuſſion of the ſubject. , '

THE Reverend Mr. Davenport was entirely oppoſed

to an union with Connecticut. He proceeded therefore, a:

to offer a number of reaſons, why the inhabitants of New- sppgſfl

Haven could not be included in the patcnt of that colo-- the union.\

ny, and for which they bu ht by no means, voluntarily

to form an union. He le t his reaſons, in writing, for

the conſideration of the freemen. He obſerved, that he

an

ſ

ſ

C

'un

A

a

I
't
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BOOK I.

w

1662.

lienſirns

againstit.

ſhould leave others to act according to the light which

they ſhOuld receive.

IT was inſisted, that New-Haven had been owned as -

a distinct government, not only by her ſister colonies, by

the parliament and the protector, during their adminiſ- -

tration; but by his majesty King Charles the ſecond :

That it was against the expreſs articles of confederation,

by which Connecticut was no leſs bound, than the other

colonies: That New-Haven had never been certified of

any ſuch deſign, as their ineorporation with Connecticut;

and that they had never been heard on the ſubject. It _

was further urged, that, had it been deſigned to unite

them with Connecticut, ſome of their names, at least,

would have been put into the patent, withthe other pa

tentees; but none of them were there. Hence it was

maintained, that it never could have been the deſign of

his majesty to comprehend them within the limits oſ the

charter. It was argued, that for them to conſent to an

union would be inconſistent with their oath, to maintain

that commonwealth with all its privileges civil and reli

gious. Indeed it was urged, that it would be incompati

ble both with their honor and most eſſential interests.

GOVERNOR Leet excuſed himſelf from ſpeaking on the

ſubject, deſiring rather to. hear the ſreemen ſpeak their

minds freely, and to act themſelves, with reſpect to the

union.i AFTBR the affair had been fully debated, the ſreemen

reſolved, that an anſwerto Connccticut ſhould be drawn

up under the following heads. X

' 1.- V BEARlNG a proper testimony against the great ſin

't of Connecticut, in acting ſo contrary torighteouſneſs,

'5 amity and peace." v *

2. V DESIRKNG that all further proceedings, relative

to the affair, might be ſuſpended, until Mr. Winthrop

if ſhould return, or they might otherwiſe obtain further

U information and ſatisfaction."

3. U To repreſent, that they could do nothing in the aſ

ſair, until they had conſulted the other conſederatesfl"

THE freemen appointed all their magistrates and el

If

C 0.

' * ders, with Mr. Law of Stamford, a committee to draw

'up an anſwer to the general aſſembly of Connecticut.

They were directed 'to ſubjoin the weighty arguments,

wluch they had against an union. If theſe ſhould not

 

" Record' of New-Haven.
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avail, they were directed to prepare an addreſs to his BOOK I.

majesty, praying for relief. A ' L/W

THE committee drew up a long letter, in which they 1561

declared, that they did not find any command in the pa

tent, to diſſolve covenants, and alter the orderly ſettle

ment of New England; nor a prohibition against their

continuance as a distinct government. They repreſent

ed, that the conduct of Connecticut, in acting at ſirst

without them, confirmed them in thoſe ſentiments; and

that the way was still open for them to petition his ma

jesty, and obtain immunities, ſimilar to thoſe of Connect

icut. They declared, that they must enter their appeal

from the construction, which Connecticut put upon the

patent; and deſired that they might not be interrupted,

in the enjoyment of their distinct privileges. They ſoli

cited that proceedings, relative to an union, might rest

until they might obtain further information, conſult their

conſedcrates, and know his majesty*s pleaſure concerning

them. * '

THE committee then proceeded to repreſent the un

reaſonable and injurious conduct ofConnecticut towards

them, in beginning to exerciſe juriſdiction, within their

limits, before they had given them any inrimations, that

they were included in their charter ; before they had in-'

vited them to an amicable union ; and before they had

any repreſentation in their aſſembly, or name in their pa

rent. They urged, that, in ſuch a procedure, they had

encouraged diviſion, and given countenance to diſaffefled

perſons: That they had abetted them in fiightin ſolemn.

covenants and oaths, by which the peace of t e towne

and churches, in that colony, was greatly disturbed. Fur

thcr, they inſisted, that, by this means, his majesty's pi

ous deſigns were counteracted, and his interests diſſer'ved:

That great ſcandal was brought upon religion before the

natives, and the beauty of a peaceable, faithful, and

brotherly walking exceedingly marred among themſelves.

The committee alſo repreſented, that theſe tranſactions

were entirely inconſistent with the engagements oſ Gov

ernor Winthrop ; contrary to his advice to Connecticut; \

and tended to bring injurious reflections and reproach

upon him. They eamestly prayed ſor a copy of all which

he had written to the deputy governor and company on

the ſubject. On the whole, they profeſſed themſelves

exceedingly injured and grieved ; and intreated the gen

eral aſſembly of Connecticut to adopt ſpeedy and effec

L l
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Boort I. tual meaſures, to repair the breaches, which they had

VW

'661.

Aſſembly

at Con

necticut

March n,

1663.

General

court at

New

Haven

May 6211.

Remon

flrance

against

Connccti

cut.

made, and to restore them to their former state,_asa con

federate and ſister colonyf'

CONN-ECTLCUT made no reply to this letter 5 but at 'a

general aſſembly, holden March 1 Ith 1663, appointed the

"deputy governor, Meſſrs. Matthew and John Allen, and

Mr. John Talcott, a committee to treat with their friends

at New-Haven, on the ſubject of an union. But the

haſty meaſures, which the general aſſembly had taken, in

admitting the diſaffected members of the ſeveral towns,

under thejuriſdiction of New-Haven, to their protection,

and to the privileges of ſreemen of their corporation, and

in that way beginning to diſmember that colony, before

they had invited them to incorporate with them, A had ſo

ſoured their minds and pre'udiced them, that this com

mittee had no better ſucce =s than the former.

IN conſequence of the claims of Connecticut, and of

what had paſſed between the two colonies, Governor

Leet called a ſpecial aſſembly, at New-Haven, on the 6th .

of May. It was then propoſed to the conrt, whether,

conſidering the preſent state of the colony, and the affairs

depending between them and Connecticut, any alteration

ſhould be made, with reſpect to the time or manner of

their election ? The freemen reſolved, that no alteration

ſhould be made. They then determined upon a remon

strance, or declaration to be ſent to the general aſſembly

of Connecticut. ln this they gave an historical account

of the ends of their coming, with their brethren in the

United colonies, into New-England, and of the ſolemn

manner in which theſe colonics had conſederated ; and in

finoated, that the conduct of Connectieut towards them

was directly contrary to the deſigns of the first planters of

New-England, and to that expreſs article of the confed

eration, that no one colony ſhould be annexed to another,

without the conſent of the other Colonies. They declar

ed, that if, through the contrivance of Connecticut,

without their knowledge or conſent, the patent did cir

cumſcribe that colony, it was, in their opinion, contrary

to brotherly love, righteouſneſs, and peace. They alſo

declared, that, notwithstanding the ſenſe which Connect

icut put upon their patent, they could not find One line

or letter in it expreſſmg his majesty's pleaſure', that they

ſhould become one with that colony. The court affirm<

ed, that they were neceſſitated to bear teſtimony againfi

 
. - J

* Letter to Connccticut No. X. i
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the appointment of constables and other officers, in the Boox I.

towns under their juriſdiction, and the diſmembering ofw

their colony, by receiving their diſaffected people under 1663.

the protection of a-legiſlature distinct from theirs, and in
which they had no repreſenſitation. They rcmonstrated

against this, as distracting the colony, destroying the

comfort, and hazarding the lives and liberties of their

confederates ; as giving great offence to their conſciences,

and as matter of high provocation and complaint before

GOD and man. All this unbrotherly and unrighteous

management, they repreſented, as exceedingly aggrava

ted, in that, notwithstanding their former repreſentations

and intreaties, in writing, notwithstanding their appeal

to his majesty, and notwithstanding all their past distreſs

and ſufferings, they were still purſuing the ſame courſe.

They still declared, that they appealed to his majesty 5

and that, exceedingly grieved and afflicted, they, in the

ſight of Gon, angels, and men, testified against ſuch pro

ceedings.*

WHLLE theſe affairs were tranſactcd in the colonies, govern" ,

the petition and addreſs of New-Haven, to his majesty, Winthrop

arrived in England. Upon which Governor Winthrop, Wmu t?

who was yet there, by the advice of the friends of both Extnncctl'

colonies, agreed, that no injury ſhould be done to New- Maſic'h 3,

Haven, and that the union and incorporation of the two

colonies ſhould be voluntary. Therefore, on the 3d of

March 1663, he wrote to the deputy g0vernor and com
pan of Connſſecticut, certifying them of his engagements

to t e agent of New-Haven; and that, before he took

out the charter, he had given aſſurance to their friends,

that their interests and privileges ſhould not be injured

by the patent. He repreſented, that they were bound by

the aſſurances he had given ; and therefore wiſhed them

to abstain from all further injury and trouble of that col

ony. He imputed what they had done to their ignorance

of the engagements, which he had made. At the ſame

time, he intimated his aſſurance, that, oh his return, he

ſhould be able to effect an amlcable union of the colo

nies.1- '

A'r the election in Connecticut, Mr. Howel and Mr. mectin

]aſper Crane were choſen magistrates instead of Mr. John at um.

Allen and Mr. John Ogden.1 Mr. John Allen was ap- ford May

pointed treaſurer." ' ' -> "th

'o ;: M'"

* 1T0.}{l.,4 ,, '

1" Governor Mnthrop'sletter to Connecticutho. Xll.

I Mr. Craue wa' choſen magistrate, this year, in both coloniu.

1663.
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BOOK I. CONNECTlCUT now laid claim to West-Chester, and

w ſent one of their magistrates to lead the inhabitants to the

1653- A choice of their officers, and to administer the proper oaths

July low, to ſuch as they ſhould elect. The colony alſo extended.

their claim to the Narraganſet country, and appomtcd cof

ficers for the government of the inhabitants at Wickford.

NorerHs-r'ANDmG the remonstrance of the court, at

Commit- New-Haven, their appeal to King Charles the ſecond,

ter. aP' and the engagements of Governor Wmtha'op, Connecti

cut purſued the affair of an union, in the ſame manner in

treat with which it was begun. At a ſeſſion of the general aſſem

New-Ha- bly, August 19th, 1663,

ven Aug.

19, 1663.

Commiſ

floners

mrtt nt

Bnston

Sept.3.

1663.

Com

plaint of

New4 Ha

ven.

Reply of

Eminefill

ZUI.

the deputy governor, Mr. Wyl

lys, Mr. Daniel Clarke, and Mr. John Allen, were ap

pointed a committee to treat with their friends of New

Haven, Milford, Guilford and Branford, relative to then'

incorporation with Connecticut. Provided they_ could

not effect an union, by treaty, they were authorized to

read the charter publicly, at New-Haven, and to makfi

declar'ation to the people there, that the aſſembly could

not but rcſent their proceeding, as a distinflt juriſdiction,

ſince they were evidently included within the limits of

the charter, granted to the corporation of Connecticut.

They were instructed to proclaim, that the aſſembly did

deſire, and could not but expect, that the inhabitants of

New-Haven, Milford, G'uilford, Branford and Scam

ford, woalcl yield ſubjection to the government of Con

necticut. *

AT the meeting of the commiſſmners, in September,

New-Haven Was owned by the colonies, asa distinct

conſederate. Governor Leet and Mr. Fenn, who had

been ſent from that juriſdiction, exhibited a complaint

against Connecticut, of the injuries which they had done,

by encroaching upon their rights, receiving their mem.

hers-under their government, and encouraging them to

diſown their authority, to diſregard their oath of allegp

once, alld to refuſe all attendance on their courts. They

gangrened' she. had appointed
. . ra o the" towns, to the great diſquiet

andl lUJUFy of the colony. They prayed, that effec

tun mea uree, might be taken to redreſs their grievances,

to prevent further in'urie - .distinct confidence) 32 and ſecure their rights as a

GOVERNOR Winthro .
ſtoners from connecticp and Mr.

Ncw-Haven had no

Connecticut had neve

_ John Talcott commiſ

_UR replied, that, in theii' opinion,

gzcſ grounds of complaint', that'

'gncd lhqſll any injury; but
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had made to them the most friendly pr0poſitions, invi- BOOK I.

ting them to ſhare with them freely in all the importantw

and distinguiſhing privileges, which they had obtained 1663.

for themſelves; that they had ſent committees amicably

to treat with them ; that they were still treating, and

would attend all just and' friendly means of accommoda

tion.

THE commillioners of the other colonies, having ful

ly heard the parties, determined, that as the colony of t. f

New-Haven had been U owned, in the articles of conſed- afar:

a eration, as distinct from Connecticut, and having been miſiion.

U ſo owned, by the colonies jointly in the preſent meet- eſs

U ing, in all their actings, they may not, by any acts of

a violence, have their liberty of juriſdiction inſringed,

U by any other of the United colonies, without breach of

a the articles of confederation; and that where any act

U of power hath been exerted against their authority,

U that the ſame ought to be recalled, and their power

a reſerved to them entire, until ſuch time, as, in an or

" derly way, it ſhall be otherwiſe diſpoſed." With reſ

pect to the particular grievances, mentioned by the com

miſſroners of New-Haven, the conſideration oſ them was

referred to the next meeting of the commiffioners at

Hartſord.*

THE extending of the claims of Connecticut, to all the The

plantations upon Long-lfiand, to West-Chester, and the Dutch

neighbouring towns, alarmed Stuyveſant, the Dutch gov- governor

ernor. He therefore appeared-before the commiffioners, compld'm

at Boston, and complained of the infraction of the arti- Of" breach

of the ar

cles of agreement concluded, at Hartford, between the tide, of

Engliſh and Dutch, and deſired the commiſſ'oners to de- agreement

termine, whether they conſidered ſaid articles as binding in 1650

the parties or not.

As this complaint reſpected Connecticut more eſpe- Repiy of

cially, Governor Winthrop and Mr. Talcott replicd,in Connecti

behalf of their constituents. They pleaded, that, as it CU

was an affair of great concemment, and an Connecticut

had not been certified of anyſuch complaint, and they

had no instructions relative to the ſubject, the deciſion of

it might be deferred, until the next meeting of the com

miffioners.

THE commiffioners reſolved, that, ſaving their allegi- Demmz.

ance to his majesty, and his claim to the lands in contro- nation of

verſy, and the right of Connecticut colony, by virtue of ſill'icſſfrf:*

ers.

Determi

Sept, 3.

 

' Record: of the United colonice. Vol- 11.
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BOOK I. their charter, they did, for themſelves, esteem the arti

VW cles of agreement, in 1650, to be binding, and that they

. 1663.

(Ieneral

aſſembly

oa- 8,

1663.

would not countenance the violation of them. The

adviſed the parties concerned *to refer all matters, relZ

pecting the ſubject, to the next meeting of the commiſ

tioners. In the mean time they adviſed, that the articles

of agreement ſhould be obſerved,and that all perſons in the

places in controverſy ſhould be acquitted from penalties

and damages, on the account of their having reſisted the

authority of the Dutch."

CONNECTICUT was now attacked from all quarters.

'While the colony was Without a royal grant, its neigh

bours made encroachments with impunity; and now,

when it extended its claims, by virtue of regal authority,

they all complained, and took all poſſible advantage offor

mer encroachments and deciſions, at times, when they

could plead no ſuch authority. As all the United colo

nies, except Plimouth, were effected by the claims of the

colony, ſo they were mutually interested in oppoſmg and

determining against them. ' '

As Conuecticut had now claimed Pawcatuck, or

Southerton, and prohibited the exerciſe of any authority

there, except ſuch as was derived from the legiſlature of

that colony, the inhabitants had exhibited three addreſſes

to the general court of Maſſachuſetts, petitioning for re

lieſand protection.

THE commillioners from Maſſachuſetts, Mr. Brad

street and Mr. Danforth, laid the Complaints and petitions

before the commiffioners of the other colonies, and pray

ed for relief, according to the proviſion made, in ſuch ca

ſes, in the articles of confederation.

THE court of commiffioners adviſed, that the affair

ſhould be reſpited for the preſent ; that Connecticut

ſhould apply to the general court of the Maffachuſetts,

for an amicable ſettlement; and that, if this ſhould not

be effected, the aggrieved party might make application

to the commiſlioners, at their next meeting. In the

mean time, they adviſed, that affairs, at Southerton,

ſhould be managed according to their former deciſions.

WHEN the general aſſembly of Connecticut convened,

in October, they paid particular attention to theſe great

objects of general concemment. Notwithstanding all

 

* Record' of the United colonies Vol. ll.
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which had happened relative to New-Haven,_the follow- BOOK I.

ing act paſſed.

u

'a

a

't

u

u

r'

'a

a'

u

'r

er

'I

u

u

_u

'r

u

u

w

U THlS court doth declare, that they can do no leſs, 1663.

for their own indemnity, than to manifest their diſſat- Act m;

isſaction with the plantations of New-Haven, Milford, pccting

Guilſord, Stamford, and Branford, in their distinct New-HP

standing from us, in point of government ; it being di- "n'

rectly Oppoſite to the tenor of the charter, lately grant

ed to our colony, of Connecticut, in which theſe plan

tations are included. We do alſo expect their ſub

miſlion to our government, according to our charter

and his majesty's pleaſure therein expreſſed; it being a.

stated concluſion with the commiilioners, that juriſdic

tion right goeth with patent : And whereas the afore

ſaid people of New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Stam

ford, and Branford, pretend they have power'of gov

ernment, distinct from us, we do hereby declare, that

our council will be read to attend them, or a com

mittee of theirs; and if they can rationally make it

appear, that they have ſuch power, and that we have

wronged them according to their complaints, we ſhall

be ready to attend them with due ſatisfaction."

THE aſſembly appointed a committee to draught a let

ter to the gentlemen at New-Haven, and to incloſe to

them the preceding reſolution.

AGENTS were ſent to this aſſembly from the Manha- Agent,

does, to treat with the legiflature, relative to the differ- from the

ences ſubſisting between them and the Dutch. A peti- Dutch

tion, at the ſame time, was preſented from the Engliſh

plantations upon Long-Ifland, in the vicinity oſ the

Dutch, praying for the protection and privileges of the

corporation of Connecticut. Upon which the aſſembly

paſſed the following refolve.

t'

'C

'ſ

I'

(ſ

't

'I

I'

C

I

'a

N THAT, as they were ſolicitous to maintain the inter

ests and peace of his majesty's ſubjects, and yet to at

tend all ways of righteouſneſs, ſo that they might hold

a friendly correſpondence with their neigh ours, at the

Manhadoes, they would, for the preſent, forbear all

acts of authority, towards the Engliſh plantations on

the west end of Long-Iſland, provided the Dutch

would forbear to exerciſe any coercive power towards

them ; and this court ſhall ceaſe from further atten

dance unto the premiſes, until there be a ſeaſonable

return, from the general Stevenſon, to thoſe propoſi

 

_* Record' of Connecticut.



'72 THE HISTORY CHAP.XII.

oox I. U t'iOns his meſſen

z63*
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'6 andſafety,

ce King, ſhall

t' future ſettl

As vernor VVinthrop was now returned from Eng

land, the aſſembl embraced the ſir

ſent him with the than

ement."

for the great pains

re had rendered it,

rit-er, and the waters '

=md; and reſolved,

Chester.

THE towns on the

w be under the gove _ onnectiput, the aſſembl

declared, that, as the lines of their

_ parent extended to theadjoining iflands, they accepted tl

11- was reſolved, in

c a gown. The ſame month
b from Hartford, Windſo

Ydence there. It was aft
1

does an ill

added to West

3

r, and Guilf

erwards n (1 'ſſ _
t the October_ſeflions, I ,-03, the aſſaefilneblnglaizgtIZhiha

flatent, confirmmg to the proprietors all th

limits of the town.*
thflvmw theſe affairs were tranſacted i

e colony of_New:Haven perſisted in thei

hempen-anon wuh that government.
an tobeh theu- general court convened,

ctt acquainted the court,_that, ſince the

ſimiffioncu, their committee had writte

cO

e lands within

n Connecticut,

r oppoſition to

On the 22d of

and Governor '

meeting of the

n to Connccti

. rtzgj'ffifl-ZZZ'QZL'Z MPM
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cut to the following effect : That as the commil'lioners Boox I.

had unanimouſly establiſhed the confederation, and the L/W
distinct and entire juriſdiction oſ each confederate colo- 1663. ſi

ny, they judged, that it would not be unacceptable to

preſent to their general aſſembly our request, that they

would act in conſormity to the advice oſ the commiſlion

ers, and recal all former acts, inconſistent with their de

terminations. They inſisted, that a compliance with

their wiſhes would be no obstruction to an amicable

treaty ; but that its tendency would be ſooner to effect;

the union, which they deſired x That it could, by no

means, endanger their patent, nor any of their chattered

rights z and that they had the countenance oſ all the

conſederates, to apologize for them in their preſent re

quest,and in maintaining their rights, as a distinct ju

riſdiction. Governor Leet further certified the court,

that their committee had deſired an anſwer to their letter,

before the preſent ſeſſions oſ their general court, and

previoqu to their anſwering the propoſals made to them

by Connecticut.

THE ſreemen of the colony of New-Haven were not The rub

only oppoſed to an incorporation with Connecticut, but men de

even to treating with them, under the then preſent cir- lcrglinc

cumstances. is, &Kha

THE court, after a long and ſerious debate, conſider- "eat,

ing, that the general court of Connecticut, had not com- with that

plied with their request, but still claimed a right of juriſ- colonY

diction over them, and countenanced the male-contents

in their ſeveral towns, were decidedly against any ſur

ther treaty. The following reſolution was adopted.

a That no treaty be made, by this colony, with Connect

a icut, before ſuch acts of power, exerted by them, up

" on any of onr towns, be revoked and recalled, accord

" ing to the honorable Mr. Winthrop's letter, enga

*' ging the ſame, the commiſlioners' determination, and

** our frequent deſires."

THE court ordered, that the magistrates, or other offi- order

cers, where there were no magistrates, ſhould iſſue war- that rates

rants, according to law, to attach the perſonal estate of ſhin he

'hoſe who, upon legal demand, had refuſed, or ſhould re- d'stnmed'

fuſe to make payment of their rates. It was provided,

that, in eaſe of refistance' and forcible reſcue, violence

ſhould not be uſed to the ſhedding of blood, unleſs it

were in a man's own defence. The court further deter

mined t' make applicatiopa to his majesty for redreſs

m
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BOOK 1. The plan adopted by the court, as circumstances then'

w were, was to petition the king for a bill of exemptionl

"563' from the government of Connecticut, and to leave the

affair of procuring a parent, for that colony, to the wiſſi
dom of tl'eir agents iirEngland, as they ſiſhould judge to'

be most expedient.

A TAX of £3oo was levicd upon the colony, for the

purpoſe of enabling them to proſecute the affair before'

his majesty in council. >

A on of extraordinary fasting and prayer was ap

pointed to ſhpplicate divine mercy, for the afflicted peo

ple of GOD univerſally, and eſpecially for themſelves, that'

they might be directed to the proper means of obtaining

an establiſhed and permanent enjoyment- of their just:

rights and privileges.

laſh" THE affairs of the colony of New-Haven were now ex

"ſſed ' ceedingly embarraſſed, and approaching toan important.

an: of criſis. The colony was much in debt. Taxes had not

New-Ha- been punctually collected. Many were diſaffected with

"n- the government, and refuſed to pay any thing- for its ſup

port. When the officers of New-Haven attentptcd to

collect the taxes, which had been impoſed, they repaired

to Connecticut for protection; and, with too little ap

pearance of justice, or brotherly affection, were protect

ed, by its legiflature. lndeed the colony was ſo reduced,

that it could not pay the stated ſalaries of its principal offi

cers. While the court expreſſed their ardent deſires,

were it in their power,to give the governors the full ſala

ry, which had been uſual, yet, conſidering the low state

of the colony, and the numbers withdrawn from them,

they judged they were not able to give the governor

more than forty pounds, and the deputy governor not

more than ten.

No-ſooner did the officers begin to distrain the rates

Alarm at of thoſe who refuſed=to pay, than it produced the most

g""{,®'g' alarmingand dangerous conſequences. One John Roſ
UZUXGZM ſiterof Guilford, and his ſon, bold andv diſorderly men,

Haven, who had been puniſhed for miſdemeanors, by the autho

Dec.3otb,rity of the colony of New-Haven, made a journey to

Hartford, and obtained two of the magistrates of Con

necticut, a constable, and ſeveral others, to come down

to Guilford, on the' night of the 3oth of December.

By firing a number of guns in the night, they greatly

alarmed and disturbed the town. Some of the men,

from Connecticut, were rough, and uſed high and threat

ning language. In ſuch a crifis Governor Leet judgeth
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it expedient to ſend immediately to Branſord and New- BOOK I.

Haven, for affistance. Both the towns were alarmed, VW

in the dead time of night, and forwarded mento the aid 1563

of the governor. The governor and magistrates conduct

ed affiairs with ſuch moderation and prudence, that no

miſchief was done. The gentlemen from Connecticut

remonstrated against collecting taxes from thoſe, who

had been taken under the protection oſ that colony, and

deſired New-Haven to ſuſpend the affair for further con

flderation.

GOVERNOR Leet therefore convoked a ſpecial court, at General

New-Haven, on the 7th of_January 1664. He opened court At

the public buſineſs, by acquainting the court, thatit was He;"

the earneſt deſire of the magistrate: from Connecticut, Jaaſh xh.

and of Mr. Roſliter andhis ſon,-that the act of the gene- 1654.

ral court of New-Haven, relative to the distraining of tax

es might be ſuſpended, until there could be another con

ference between the colonies; at which they were in ex

pectation, that all 'difficulties might be amicably ſettled.

He alſo laid before the court the repreſentations which

the gentlemen from Connecticut had made of the great

danger there would be, in carrying that act into execu

tion, in direct oppoſition to the authority of Connecticut.

It was deſired, that the court would maturely conſider

the affair. * .

THE court inſisted, that all former treaties with Con- Perfim 7

necticut had been without any good effect z and perſisted it, moh.

in the reſolution, that, until the members, which had tion not

been ſo unrighteoufly taken from them, ſhould be resto- "We"

red, they would hold no further treaty With that colony.1- XQZBCZZW

Mr. Davenport and Mr. Street were appointed to make

a draught of their grievance's, to be tranſmitted to the

general aſſembly of Connecticut. It was to be examin

ed and approved by ſuch a number of their committee,

as could be convened upon the occaſion. They drew up a

long and ſenfible remonstrance,which they termed ffNew

HAVEN case STATED." The ſubject was introduced!
with a declaration to this effect : That it was their deep izaltqcxft

ſenſe of the injuries, which the colony had ſuffered, by Haven

the claims and encroachments, which had been made up- caſe.

on their just prerogative: and privileges, which had in-'

duced them unanimoufly, though with great reluctance,

to declare their grievances unto them. They proceeded

then to declare, that they ſettled at New-Haven, withthe

i Record' of New-Haven.
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Boox I. conſent of Connecticut; had purchaſed the whole tract

WV of land, which they had ſettled upon the _ſea coast, of the

"64, Indians, the original proprietors of the forl; and had qui
ſſ ctly poſſeſſed it nearly ſix and twenty years: That they

had expended great estates in clearing, fencmg, and cul

tivating the lands, without any aſlistance from Connecti

cut', and had formed themſelves by voluntary compact,

into a distinct commonwealth. They then proceeded

to state a great variety of instances in which Connectieut,

the United colonies, the parliament, and proteelor, tho

king and his council, had owned them, as a dlstlllct col

ony. They inſisted, that notwithstanding, they had now

procured a patent including New-Haven, not only wnth

out their concurrence, but contrary to their mmds, pre

viouſly expreſſed z contrary to the expreſs article-s of the

confederation z and to their own engagements, not to

include them in the charter. Farther they affirmed,

that Mr. Winthrop, before his departure for England,

had, by his letters, given aſſurance, that it was not de

_figned to include New-Haven in the patent; and that

the magistrates of Connecticut had agreed, that, if the

patent ſhould include them, they ſhould be at full liberty

to incorporate with them or not, as ſhould be most agree

able to their inclinations. They alledged, that, contrary

to all-the premiſes, to justice, to good faith, to brother]

kindneſs, to the peace and order of church and common

wealth,Connecticut, even in their first aſſembly,proceed

ed to the diſmemberment of the colony of New-Haven,

by receiving its members from Stamford, Guilford, and

Southhold: That after ſuch diſmemberment, they had

preposteroufly pretended to treat with them relative to an

union : And that, after a conference with the Commit

tee from Connecticut, and the reading of their charter,

it did not appear, that they were ſo much as mentioned,

or that it had any reference to them. They declared

that, in a full perſuafion of his majesty's pleaſure, to con

tinue thema distinct juriſdiction, they had aſſured the

Committee of their deſign to appeal to him, and know his

royal purpoſe: That though they immediately ſent their

appeal; yet, that out of tender reſpect to the peace and

honor of Mr. Winthrop, the adviſed their friends, in

England, to acquaint him with their papers, that he might

i Opt ſome effectual expedient, to compromiſe the un

. aþpy differenees between the two colonies: And that

W38_ on the account of Mr. Winthrop's engagement'

their friends, that their right' and interests ſhould notto
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be diſquieted nor injured, that the appeal to. his majesty BOOK ſ

was then ſuſpended." From a statement of theſe, and VW

ſome other ſacts and circumstances, they attempted to x664'

demonstrate their rights, as a distinct colony, and the in

justice, unfaithfulneſs, ingratitude, and cruelty, of Con

necticut, in their claims upon them, and in the manner

of 'their proſecuting them. Their beginning to diſmem

ber their colony, by receiving and protecting their ſubo

jects and malecontents, previous to any treaty with

them ; their appointing officers, creating animoſities, and

raiſing alarms in their ſeveral towns, were eſpecial] in

fisted on, as contrary to all their covenants, as bre ren

and confederates, and contrary to all order, peace, an

justice. '

THE general aſſembly oſ Connectieut, at their ſeſſions Aſſembly

in May, avowed their claim to Long-Illand,as one of the at con

adjoining iflands mentioned in their charter, except ſome "fctlcuth

preceding right ſhould appear, approved by his majesty. May "t '

Officers were appointed, by the court at Hempstcd, Ja

maica,Newtown, Fluſhing, Oyster-bay, and all the towns

upon the west end of the iſland.

UPON the general election, at New-Haven, the free- General

men proceeded to the choice of their civil officers, as had election

been uſual. Governor Leet was rechoſen, and Mr. fist?"

William Jones was elected deputy governor. Matthew May 'bly

Gilbert, Eſquite, the former deputy governor, Mr'. Ben

jamin Fenn, Mr. Jaſper Crane, Mr. Treat, and Mr. Naſh,

were appointed magistrates. The two last would not ac

cept the office. The governor and deputy governor were

choſen commiflioners for the next meeting at Hartford.

The colony was now become ſo weak, and the affairs of

it ſo embarraſſed, by the claims and proceedings oſ Con

necticut, that the general court either did no buſineſs, o'

judged it expedient to put nothing upon record.

lN this ſituation of affairs, an event took place, which

alarmed all the New-England colonies, and at once chan

ged the opinions of the commiflioners, and of New-Ha

ven, with reſpect to their incorporation with Connecticut:

ch CHARLES the ſecond, on the rath of March

1664, ave a parent to his brother, the Duke of York

and Al any, of ſeveral extenſive tracts of land, in North

America, the boundaries of which are thus deſcribed.

" ALL that part of the main land of New-En land, Dun Of
' o *1- bcgmmng at a certain place, called and known y the

 

_' Record' of New-Haven.
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name of St. Croix next adjoining to New-England in

America, and from thence eXtending along the ſea coast

unto a certain place called Pemaquie or Pemaquid, and

ſo up the river thereof to the furthest head of the ſame,

as it tendeth northward; and extending from thence to

the river Kembequin, and ſo upwards by the ſhortest

courſe to the river Canada nOrthward : and alſo all that

iſland or iſlands commonly called by the general name

or names of Meitowax, or Long-Iſland, fituate and

being toward the west of Cape Cod, and the narrow

Highganſets, abutting upon the main land between

the two rivers there called or known by the ſeveral

U names of Connecticut and Hudſon's river, and all the

's land from the. west ſide of Connecticut river to the

I' east ſide of Delaware ba ,and alſo all thoſe ſeveral

" iſlands called or known y the names of Mart'm's

" Vineyard or Nantucks, otherwiſe Nantucltct : togeth

U er," &e. *

THE concern of the Duke of York for his property,

the averſion both of his majesty and the duke to the

Dutch, with the differences.between them and the New

England colonies, made an expedition against the New

Netherlands a prime object of their attention. Though

his majesty King Charles II. was an indolent prince, de

voted to diffipation and pleaſure, yet, under' the influence

of theſe motives, an armament was ſoon prepared, and a

ſleet diſpatched to New-England, for the reduction of the

Dutch ſettlements, on the continent. Colonel Richard

Nichols was chief commander of the fleet and army.

Colonel Nichols had not only a commiſſron, for the re

duction of the Dutch plantations, and the government

oſ them, but he,with George Cartwrith, Eſquire, Sir Ro

bert Carr, and Samuel Mavericlr, Eſquire, were appointed

commiſlioners, by his majesty, and vested with extraor

dinary powers, for viſiting the New-England colonies;

hearing and determining all matters of complaint and

controverſy between them, and ſettling the country in

'I

'peace.1

Colonel

NiChnls

arrive; at H

oston

Iuly 33_

COLONEL Nichols arrived at Boston, with the fleet and

tr00ps under his command, on' the 23d of July 1664.

e immediately communicated his commiſſion to the

Folomes, and his majesty's requiſition of troops to aſlist

In the expedition against the Dutch. He then ſailed for

the New-Netherlands, and on the aoth of August, made

 

s Number xrn. and his Majesty'o letter No. XIV.
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a demand of the town and ſorts upon the iſland oſ Man- BOOK I.

hadoeSz He had previouſly ſent letters to Govemorw

Winthrop to join him, at the west end oſ Long-Iſland. 1664.

Governor Winthrop, with ſeveral of the magistrates and Demafflh

principal gentlemen of Connccticut, joined him, accor- 3" 'gain

ding to his wiſhes. ſort and

STUYVESANT, the Dutch governor, was an old ſoldier, town at

and had he been better prepared, and the people united, the Man'

doubtleſs would have made a brave defence. But he ba on'

had no intimations of the deſign, until the Bth of July,

when he received intelligence, that a fleet of three or four

ſhips oſ war, with three hundred and fifty ſoldiers on

board, were about to ſail from England, against the

Dutch ſettlements. Upon this, he immediately ordered,

that the ſorts ſhould be put into a state oſ defence, and

ſent out ſpies into ſeveral parts of Connecticut, with a

view oſ obtain-ing further information. Indeed the tra

dition has been that the Dutch governor, apprehending

the danger, in which all the Dutch plantations would

immediately be, on the arrival of the fleet, ſhould the

colonies unite against them, came to Hartford to nego

tiate a neutrality with Connecticut; and that he was

there when he received the news of the arrival of the fleet

at Boston. The story has been, that he made his de

parture in the night, and returned with the utmost expe

dition. <

He was extremely oppoſed to a ſurrender of the ſort

and town. Instead of ſubmitting to the ſummons, at first Dmcrzor

ſent him, he drew up a long statement of the Dutch ZZLZſcd

claims, and their indubitable right to the country. He to a ſub

inſisted, that had the King of England known the justice miffion

of their claims, he never would have adopted ſuch meaſ

ures against them. He concluded, by aſſuring Colonel

Nichols, that he ſhould not ſubmit to his demands, nor

fear any evils, but ſuch as GOD, in his providcnce ſhould

inflict upon him.1*

Conomzx. Nichols, in his first ſummons, had, in his

majesty's name, given aſſurance, that the Dutch, upon .

their ſubmiſlion, ſhould be ſafe, as to liſe, liberty, and.

property. Governor Winthrop alſo wrote a letter to

the governor and council, adviſing them to ſurrender.

But they were careful to ſecrete the writings from the

people,leſt the eaſy terms propoſed ſhould induce them to The peo

ſurrender. The burgo-masters and people deſired toknow, fflſioppoſe

 

i Smith's History of New-Yon; p. u-u.
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Boox I. of the governor, what was the import of the writings he

VW had received, and eſpecially of the letter from Governor

mob Winthrop. The Dutch governor and his council giving

them no intelligence, they ſolicited it still more earnestly.

The governor, irritated at this, in a paroxiſm oſ anger,

tore the letter in pieces. Upon which, the people pro

tested against his conduct and all its conſequences.

Wmu: the governor and his council were thus con

:þſf. com' tending with the burgo-masters and people, in the town,

jfl-'UZTU the Engliſh commistioners cauſed a proclamation to be

proclzmg- publiſhed, in the country, encouraging the inhabitants to

lion- ſubmit to his majesty's government. This promiſed to

all the inhabitants, who would become ſubject to his

majesty, 'ſ That they ſhould be protected by his majesty's

'i laws and justice, and peaceably enjoy whatever Goo's

U bleſſing, and their honest industry, had furniſhed them

U with, and all the other privileges with his majesty's

U Engliſh ſubjects."

The THE colonel, finding that the Dutch governor was de

Dmch it termined, ifpoſſible, to keep his station, ſent officers to

New-Am- Jamaica, Hempsted, and other towns, upon the Iſland,

stfſdam, to beat up for volunteers. Captain Hugh Hide, who -

fincle commanded the ſhips, had orders to proceed to the re

nfjawarc, duction of the ſort.1- Troops were raiſed in New-Eng

ſubmit to land, and ready to march upon the first notice. Two

his majeſ- thirds-oſ the inhabitants of Long-Iſland were Engliſh

W'; am" ſubjects, and wiſhed the ſucceſs of his majesty's arms.

22," ' They were ready, if neceſſary, to afford their immediate

Engliſh affistance. In ſuch circumstances, oppoſition would have

ſlſhjffll- been madneſs. The Dutch therefore, on the 27th of

August, ſubmitted on terms of capitulation. The arti

cles ſecured them in the enjoyment of liberty 'of con

ſcience in divine worſhip, and their own mode of diſci

pline. The Dutch governor and people became Engliſh

ſubjects, enjoyed their estates, and all the privileges of

Engliſhmen. Upon the ſurrender of the town of New

Amsterdam, it was named New-York, in honor to the

d Duke of York.

PART of the armament immediately failed up the river,

under the command of Carteret, to ſort Orange, or An

rania. This ſurrendered, on the 24th of September.

This was named Albany, in honor to the Duke of Yorlt

and Albany. Sir Robert Carr proceeded with another

diviſion of the fleet to Delaware. He obliged the Dutch

 

i Smith" History of New-York p. ro-aa.
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and Swedes to capitulate, and deliver up their reſpective Boox I.

garriſons, on the xst of Octobcr. Upon this day, thew

whole of New-Netherlands became ſubject to the crown 1664.

of England. The Dutch, who before had given ſo much

trouble to the Engliſh colonists, from this time, comv _ ,- A

menced their loyal and peaceable fellow ſubjects. _

THE ſhort time the commiflioners tarried at Boston,

before they proceeded upon their expedition against the

Dutch, was ſufficient to diſcover ſomething of their ex. '_

traordinary powers, and ſuch a taste of the high and ar,

bitrary manner in which they conducted as ſpread a gen

eral alarm, and awakened, in the colonies, ſerious appre

heniions for their liberties. Mr. Whiting, who was at New, and

Boston, and learned much oftheir temper, was ſent back, advice

in haste, to give information of the danger, in which, it From Bor

was apprehended, the colonies all were z to adviſe New, ton'

Haven to incorporate with Connecticut, without delay 5

and to make a joint exertion for the preſervation of their

charteer rights. This was-preſſed, not only as ahſolute

ly neceſſary for New-Haven, but for the general ſafety

of the country.

IN conſequence of this intelligence, a general court was

convened, at New-Haven, on the l rth of August 1664. Geneffl

Governor Leet communicated the intelligence, which hehad received from their friends at Boston. He acquaint- un, scpg

ed them that Mr. Whiting and Mr. Bull had made aviſit rrth.

to New-Haven, and in their own names, and in behalf

of the magistrates of Connecticut, preſſed their immediate

ſubjection to their government. Furthcr, the court was

certified, that after ſome treaty with thoſe gentlemen,

their committee had given an anſwer, purportingl that, if

Connecticut would, in his majesty's name, aſſert their' .

claim to the colony of New-Haven, and ſecure them in

the full enjoyment of all the immunities, which they had

propoſed, and engage to make a united exertion, for the

preſervation of their chattered rights, they would make

their ſubmiſiion. After along debate, the court reſolved,

that, if Connecticut ſhould come and aſſert their claim,

as had been a eed, they would ſubmit until the meetin '
of the commi roners of the United colonies. The magiis

trates and principal gentlemen of the colony ſeem to

have been ſenſihle, not only of the expediency, but ne

ceflity of an incorporation with Connecticut. The op

poſition, however, was ſo general among the peoplc, that

nothing further could be egected.

n
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Boox I. THE court of commillioners was ſo near at hand, that

w Governor Winthrop and his Council judged it not expe

cti; dient to makeany further 'demands upon New-Haven,

cut r'þ until their advrcecould be known. However, when the

manam: general aſſembly met, early in September, they paſſed a

againstth remonstrance against the ſitting of Governor Leet and

"ſ deputy governor Jones with-the commiſlioners. In the

miffi(:$£3 remonstranee they declared, that New-Haven was not a

of New. colony, but a part of Connecticut, and avowed their

Haven. claim to it as ſuch. 'They inſisted, that owning that as

a colony, distinct from Connecticut, after his majesty had,

by his letters parent, incorporated it with that colony,

w ' was inconſistent with the king's pleaſure 5 would endan

ger the rights of all the colonies, and eſpecially the char

ter-rights of Connecticut. The aſſembly, at the ſame

time, declared, thatvthey would have a tender regard to

their honoer friends and brethren, at New-Haven, and

exert themſelves to accommodate them, with all the im

munities and privileges which were conveyed by their

charter. > ' '

Court of ON the ist of September, the court of commiffioners

qommiſ- met at Hartford. The commiſſtoners from New-Haven

LZZKF were allowed their feats with the_other confederates;

scpþ ,st_ The caſe ofNew-Haven and Connecticut was fully heard,

Adviſe to and though the court did not appr0ve oſ the manner, in

aſPfldY which Connecticut had proceeded, yet they earnestly

gnm" preſſed a ſpeetly and amicable union oſ the two colonies.

letnxd They repreſented, that the divme honor, and the welfare

NewJ-Ia- of all the colonies, as well as their own, were greatly

ven. concerned in the eventſi a

To remove all obstructions on their part, the commiſ.

ſioners recommended it to the general courts of Maſſa

chuſetts and Plimouth, that, in caſe the colony of New

Haven ſhould incorporate with Connecticut, they might

then be owned as one colony, and ſend two commiſſion

ers to each meeting; and that the determinations of any

fourv of the ſix, ſhould be equally binding on the conſed

erates, as the concluſions of ſix out of eight, had been

before. lt was alſo propoſed to the court, that the meet

ing, which of courſe had been at New-Haven, ſhould be

at Hartſord.'* " ' '

General IN compliance with) the advice of the commiſſioners,

court at Governor Lect convened the general court at New-Ha

* Record: oſlhe united colonies. lt was determined, at this

court: that their meetings, for the future, ſhould be triennial.
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ven, on the t4th of Septembcr, and communicated the BOOK I.

advice which had been given, and papers from the com-_W\I

mittee of Connecticut, adviſing and urging them to unite. Fffl-ſſ

They referred it to their most ſerious conſideration, vefr' a'

whether, if the king's commiflioners ſhould viſit them,

they would not be much better able to vindicate their lib

erty andjust rights, in union with Connecticut, under a

royal patent, than in their then preſent circumstances. No vote

Many inſisted,,notwithstanding, " That to stand as GOD "waſhed

a had kept them to that time was their best way." Oth- for an un

ers were entirely of the contrary opinion, and after the 10"

fullest diſcuſſion of the ſubject, no vote for union or

treaty could be obtained.

NEW-HAVEN and Branford were more fixed and ob

stinate in their oppoſition to an incorporation with Con

necticut, than any oſ the other towns in that colony. SYSSSSL

Mr. Davenport and Mr. Pierſon ſeem to have been among um, to an

its chief ſupporters. They, with many oſ the inhabi- union

tants of the colony, were more rigid, with reſpect to the Will! Cow

terms of church communion, than the ministers and ncct'cm'

churches ofConnecticut generally were. The ministers

and churches in Connecticut were, a conſiderable num

ber of them, in favor of the propoſitions of the general

council, which met at Cambridge, in 1662, relative to

the baptiſm of children, whoſe parents were not in full

communion. The ministers and churches of New-Ha

Ven were univerſally and utterly against them. Mr. Dav

enport, and others in this colony, were alſo strong in the

Opinion, that all government ſhould be in the church.

No perſon in this colony could be a freeman, unleſs he

were a member in full communion. But in Connecticut,

all orderly perſons, poſſeſſing a ſreehold to a certain a

mount, might be made free of the corporation. Thoſe

gentlemen, who were ſo strong in the oppoſition, were,

doubtleſs, jealous that an union would mar the purity,

order, and beauty of their churches, and have an ill influ

ence on the civil administrations. The removal of the

ſeat of government ; the apprehenſion which ſome had of '

loſing their places of trust and general influence; with

strong prejudices and paffions against Connecticut, on

account of the injuries, which it was conceived it had

done the colony, all operatcd in forming the oppoſition.

Beſides, it was a painful reflection, that, after they had

been at ſo much pains and expenſe to form and ſupport

themſelves, as a distinct commonwealth, and had been ſo
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many years owned as one, their existence must ceaſe

and their name be obliterated.

Tms event, however, was hasteniug, and grew more

and more urgent. Milſord, at this time, broke off from

them, and would no more ſend either magistrate or dep

uties to the general court. Mr. Richard Law, a princi

pal gentleman at Stamford, alſo deſerted them.

IN this state of affairs, the general aſſembly of Connect

icut convened, on the 13th of October. This wasan

important criſis with the colony. In few instances, have

ſo many important objects of conſideration, at one time,

preſented themſelves to a legiſlature. Their liberties

were not only in equal danger with thoſe of their ſister

colonies, from the extraordinary powers, and arbitrary

diſpoſitions and meaſures of the king's commiffioners,

but the Duke of York, a powerful antagonist, had re

ceived a patent, covering Long-lfland and all that part of

the colony west of Connecticut river. The Maſſachuſetts

were encroaching upon them on their Northern and Eaſ

tern boundaries. William and Anne, the Duke and

Dutcheſs of Hamilton, had petitioned his majesty to reſ

tore to them the tract of country granted to their father,

James, Marquis of Hamilton, in the year x635 ; and his

majesty had, on the 6th of May 1664, referred the caſe

to the determination of Colonel Nichols and the other

commiſſioners.* Beſides, the state of affairs with New

Haven was neither comfortable nor ſafe.

lN theſe circumstances, the legiflature viewed it as a

point of capital importance to conciliate the commiflion

ers, and obtain the good graces of his majesty. For this

purpoſe, they ordered a preſent oſ five hundred buſhels

of corn, to be made to the king's commiflioners. A

large committee was appointed to ſettle the boundariee

between Connecticut and the Duke of York. A com

mittee, conſistng of Mr. Allen, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott.

and Mr. Newbury, was alſo appointed to ſettle the boun

dary line between this colony and Maſſachuſetts, and be

tween Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland. They were in

structed not to give away any part of the lands, included

within the limits ofthe charter. '

MR. SHERMAN, Mr. Allen, and the ſecretary, were au

thorized to proceed to New-Haven, and, by order of the

general aſſembly, V in his majesty's name, to require the

6' inhabitants of New-Haven, Milford, Branford, Guil

.' No- XV. ſſ
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** ſord, and Stamford, to ſubmit to the government estab

" liſhed by his majesty's gracious grant to this colony,

U and to receive their anſwer." They had instructions

to declare all the ſreemen, in thoſe towns, free of the

corporation of Connecticut *, and to make all others, in

the reſpective towns mentioned, qualified according to

law, ſreemen of Connecticut. At the ſame time, they

were directed to administer to them the ſreeman's oath.

Besroes, they were authorized to make' declaration,

that the aſſembly did invest William Leet and William

Jones, Eſquires, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Fenn, Mr. Crane, Mr.

Treat, and Mr. Law, with the powers of magistracy; to

govern their reſpective plantations agreeably to the laws

oſ Connecticut, or ſuch of their own laws, as were not

inconfistent with the charter, until their ſeſſions in May

next. It was proclaimed alſo, that all other officers, civil

and military, were establiſhed in their reſpective places ;

and that cognizance ſhould not be taken of any caſe

which had been proſecuted, to a final adjudication, in any

of the courts of that colony.'

THE gentlemen appointed to this ſervice, on the loth

oſ November, went to New-Haven and proceeded ac

cording to their instructions.

ABOUT the ſame time, Governor Winthrop, Mr. Al

len, Mr. Could, Mr. Richards, and John Winthrop, the

committee appointed to ſettle the boundaries between

Connecticut and New-York, waited on the commiſſron

ers upon Yorlt Ifland. After they had been ſully heard,

Boox I.

VW

1664.

in behalf of Connecticut, the commiſſroners determined, Dflfflni'

I'

(6

I'

(i

I

'i

I

I'

That the ſouthern bounds of his majesty's colony of

Connecticut is the ſea ; and that Long-Iſland is to be

under the government of his royal highneſs, the Duke

of York, as is expreſſed by plain words in the ſaid pa

tents reſpectively. We alſo order and declare, that

the creek or river called Momoronock, which is repu

ted to be about twelve miles-to the east of West-Cheſ

ter, and a line drawn from the east point or ſide,

where the freſh water falls into the ſalt, at high water

mark, north-norwest, to the line of Maſſachuſetts, be

the western bounds of the ſaid colony of Connecticut;

and the plantationslying westward of that creek, and

line ſo drawn, to be under his royal highneſs's govern.

ment; and all plantations lying eastward of that creek

and line, to be under the government of Connccticut.f

a

'ſ

'ſ

'6

I'

O'

I'

(I
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BOOK I. IN conſequence of the acts of Connecticut, and the

WV determination of the commiſlioners, relative to the boun

1664. daries of the colony, a general court Was called, at New

General Haven, with the freemen, and as many of the inhabi

Rſſgfli at tBillts Of the colony as choſe to attend, on the l3th of De

uum cember 1664. The following reſolutions were then unan

Dec. 1 3111. imouſly paſſed.
Reſhlvfl 1. ** THAT, by this act or vote, webe not understood

orthe ,to justify Connecticut's former actings, nor any thmg

court. diſorderly done by their own people, on ſuch accounts."

2. U THAT, by it, we be not apprehended to have

any hand in breaking or diſſolving the conſederation."

3. U YET, in loyalty to the king's majesty, when an

authentic copy of the determination of his majesty's com

miffioners is publiſhed, to be recorded with us, if thereby

it ſhall appear to our committee, that we are, by his ma

jesty's authority, nowſi put under Connecticut patent, we

'ſhall ſubmit, by a neceſſity brought upon us, by the

means of Connecticut aforeſaid-g but with aſaI-ua jure

of our former rights and claims, as a people, who have

not yet been heard in point of pleaffi'

Tm; members of the court, then preſent, the elders of

the colony. with Mr. John Naſh, Mr. James Biſhop,

Mr. Francis Bell, Mr. Robert Treat, and Mr. Richard

Baldwin, were appointed a committee to conſummate an

union between the colonies.

SEVERAL letters paſſed between the committees oſ the

two colonies, on the ſubject, in which the committee of

New-Haven ſignified,that theofficers in that colony would

continue to act m their reſpective offices -, and expreſſed

their good deſigns and wiſhes towards Connecticut, and

their loyalty to his majesty. They alſo repreſented their

expeftations, that the governor and company, according

to their engagements, would give them all the advantages

and privdeges, which they could do, conſiſtent with the

patent; and their deſires still to continue the conſede.

ration.*

HIS: zzrrlzlcllttffi of (gonlpeflicut_, in anſwer to New

them a," the rivilzm o t err willingneſs to bestow on

ready to theifhandges granted m their charter, prepared

. 5- ſhe ac"no" had been made ſ Y quainted them, that pro

or the contmuance of the confedv

cranon, according to their wiſhes. They pleaded the

 

neceſſit ' _Y and importance of their incorporation with cow

+ Record c
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necticut, as they were nearly in the centre of the colony, BOOK I.

as an apology for the meaſures which they had taken. VW

They expreſſed their strong deſires that New-Haven 1664.

would cordially unite with them; and, by no means,

view it as a matter oſ constraint: That mutual candor

might be exerciſed; and that all reflections and past con

duct, diſagreeable to either of them, be entirely buried

and forever ſorgottenff v '

THE general aſſembly of Connecticut appointed no Seffiongof

committee to meet with that choſen by the general court aſſembly

of New-Haven. Of this their committee complain, in AP"ll To'

their last letteni However, at a ſeſſion of theirs, the 1 65'

aoth of April 1665, they paſſed ſeveral reſolves, for the

further completion of the union. .

IT was reſolved, that-VVilliam Leet and William Jones, Reſolu;

Eſquires, Mr. Benjamin Fenn, Mr. Matthew Gilbert, tions reſ

Mr. Jaſper Crane, Mr. Alexander Briant, Mr. Law and Pectlnt

Mr. Robert Treat ſhould stand in the nomination for He?"

. . &hen.

magistrates at the next election.

THE aſſembly alſo paſſed the following declaration,

" That all acts of the authority of New-Haven, which

had been uncomfortable to Connecticut, ſhould never

be called to an account, but be buried in perpetual ob

livion."ll

THE king's commiſſioners preſented the following pro- His Ta

poſitions, or requiſitions from his majesty, to this aſ- lest? in;

ſembly. qui lthn e

r. U THAT all houſeholders, inhabiting this colony,

" take the oath oſ allegiance, and that the administra

'ſ tion of justice be in his majesty's name."

a. U THAT all men oſ competent estates and of civil

'ſ converſation, though of different judgments, may be

U admitted to be ſreemen, and have liberty to chooſe, or

U to be choſen officers, both military and civil."

3. U THAT all perſons of civil lives, may freely enjoy

W the liberty of their conſciences, and the worſhip of GOD

" in that way which they think best ; provided that this

" liberty tend not to the disturbance of the public, nor

" to the hindrance of the maintenance of ministers, reg

ularly choſen, in each reſpective pariſh or townſhip.

4. U THAT all laws, and expreſſions in laws, deroga

U tory to his majesty, if any ſuch have been made, in

 

1- Letter of Connectieut to New-Haven No. XVlll.

z No. XlX.
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Boorc l. U theſe troubleſonie times, may be repealed, altered, and

VW U taken off the file."

1465. THE aſſembly anſwered in the manner following.

1. U THAT according to' his majesty's pleaſure, ex

Thc an. U preſſed in our charter, our gbvernor formerly appoint

ſwer to U ed meet perſons to administer the oath of allegiance,

flffln- U who have, according to their order, administered the

U ſaid oath to ſeveral perſons already 5 and the adminiſ

U tration of justice among us hath been, is and ſhall be,

U in his majesty's name."

a. U TBAT our order for the admiſſion of freedom

U is conſonant with that propoſition."

I U We know not of any one, that hath been trou

U led, by us, for attending his conſcience, provided he

U hath not disturbed the public."

4. U We know not of any law, or expreſſions of law.

U that are derogatory to his majesty among us', butif

U any ſuch be found, we count it our duty to repeal, al

" ter, and take them off the file; and this we attended,

U upon the receipt of our charter."

ABOUT this time, it ſeems, thecouneil ave the fol

Anſwer lowing anſwer, for ſubstance, to the commi ioners, rela

'Ig' Te f tive to the claim and petition of the Duke of Hamilton:

ligmeu? That the grant of Connecticut to the nobles and gentle

gon', Pa. men, of whom they purchaſed, was ſeveral years prior to

tition. the Marquiſs of Hamilton's: That with 'great difficulty

they had conquered a potent and barbarous people, who

ſpread over a great part of that tract Of country, which

he claimed z and that it was but a ſmall compenſation,

for the blood and treaſure which they had expended in

conquering it, and defending it for his majesty's interest

against the Dutch and other foreigners: That they had

peaceably enjoyed that tract for about thirty years: That

they had with great labor and expenſe cultivated the

lands, to their own and his majesty's interest ; and 'that

his majesty, of his grace had been pleaſed to confirm it

to them, by his royal charter, in which theſe reaſons had

been recognizedfl'

_TH£Y at the ſame time, ſolicited their honors, the com

miffioners, to preſent their humble acknowledgements to

hls_mfljesty for his abundant grace, in the granting of

then charter, and for his gracious letter, ſent them by

is commiffioners re ratiſ in their ri 'l ' d
- vr e es cml an

eccleſiastical. , y g p g X
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A'r the general election, May r 1th, 1665, when the BOOK I.

two colonies of. Connecticut and New-Haven united in WV

one, the following gentlemen were choſen into office. '665

John Winthrop, Eſquire, was elected governor, John Elcctian

Maſon, Eſquire, deputy governor, and- Matthew Allen, May "th

Samuel Wyllys, Nathan Gould, John Talcott, Henry Coloniu

Wolcott, John Allen, Samuel Sherman, James Richards, united in

William Leet, William Jones, Benjamin Fenn, and Jaſ- one aſſem

per Crane, Eſquires, magistrates. John Talcott, Eſquire, 517

was treaſurer, and Daniel Clarke, ſecretary.

A PROPORTIONABLE number of the magistrates was of

the former colony of New-Haven; all the towns ſent

their deputies; and the aſſembly appears to have been

entirely harmonious.

THis aſſembly enacted, that Hastings and Rye ſhould

be one plantation, by the name of Rye.

BY this aſſembly county courts were first instituted, c

by that name. It was enacted, that-there ſhould be two WITH'

county courts holden annually, in New-Haven ; one on first innſ.

the ſecond Thurſday in June, the other on the third tuted

Thurſday inNovember. The conrt was to conſist oſſive may "th-ſ

judges, two magistrates, and three ustices of the quorum.

A ſimilar court was appointed at New-London 5 and, the

next October, that was made a distinct county.

AT the ſeſſions, in October, a county conrt was ap

pointed, at Hartford, instead of the quarterly courts.

This was to be holden annually in the months of March

and September. The county courts had cognizance of

all caſes except thoſe of life, limb, or baniſhment. In

caſes of more than twenty ſhillings, the law required that

a jury ſhould be impannelled.

AT the ſame time, a ſuperior court was appointed to supuio,

be holden, at Hartford, the Tueſday before the ſeſſions conrt in.

of the general aſſembly in May and October. This was "in-'ted

to conſist ofeight magistrates, at least, and always to be o' ' "*

attended witha jury. In this court were tried all ap

peals from the ſeveral county courts, and all capital ac

tions, of life, limb, and baniſhment.

ALL the towns, formerly under the juriſdiction of B r d
New-Haven, were ſatisfied with the union of the colo- diſgrarſh

nies, except Branford. But Mr. Pierſon and almost his ed with

whole church and congregation were ſo diſpleaſed, that thennlofi

they ſoon removed into Newark, in New-Jerſey. They

carried offthe records of the church and town, and after

it had been ſettled about ſiege and twenty years, left it al;

o .
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BOOK I.
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1665.

The un

ion a hap

py event.

Reaſons

fur it.

most without inhabitants. For more than twenty years

from that time, there wa's not a church formed in the

town. People, from various'parts of the colony, grad

ually moved into it, and purchaſed the lands of the first

planters, ſo that, in about twenty years, it became re-ſet

tled. ln 1685, it was rc-invcsted with town privileges.

THE union of the colonies was ahappy event. It

greatly contributh to the convenience, strength, peace,

and welfare of the inhabitants of both, and of their poſ

terity. Greater privileges New-Haven could not have

enjoyed, had they been ſucceſsful in their applications to

his majesty. This must have been very expenſive, and,

after muchexpenſe, they might have ſailed in their at

tempts and lost their liberties, or have been joined to

Connecticut at last. Had they remained a distinct colo

ny, the charges of government would have been greater,

than in their state of incorporation. Their ſituation, in

ſo central a part of the colony, would have been extreme

ly inconvenient, eſpecially for Connecticut. It was,

doubtleſs, his majest s pleaſure, and for his interest, that

the colonies ſhould e one; and their friends on both

ſides the water, judged i't most expedient. It was what

their own and the general good demanded. All theſe

circumstances, Connecticut could plead, as an apolo

for their conduct. But after all, it will be difficult, if

not impoſſible, to reconcile ſome parts of it, at least, with

their pre-engagemcnts, the rules of justice, and brotherly

affection.

Wart was proclaimed, this year, in London, in the

month of March, between England and Holland. His

majesty had given intelligence to the colony, that De
Ruyter, the Dutch admiral, had orders to viſit New- ſi

York. The colony was alarmed, and put into a state of

defence. But the admiral was diverted from the enter

priſe, and the year paſſed in peace. _

IN the proclamation for thankſgiving, in November,

the people were excited to praiſe the SUPREME Bnucrac.

TOR, for preventing the troubles which they had feared,

and for the bleſſings oflibcrty, health, peace, and plentyfl'

" It was nowthirty years ſince the ſettlement oſthe'colony

commenccd, yct, after the defalcatinn of Long-iſland, it confist

of nineteen town' only win 'h ' ' - '
_ , t. pard takest The rand Lid

was no more than Lumozo: 16.; 5._ 8
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CHAPTER xnr.

A YIEW of the churche: of Connecticut and NmuJIa-ven,

from their stttlemtnt; until their union, in 1665.

Their minister:- Ihe character of the minzstm and

- planterr. Their religion: andpoliticalſentimentſ. Gath

'ring ofthe churchn of New-Haven and Milſord. In

stallation ofAſr. Davenport, and Ill', Prudtlen. Church
formed at Gnil/ſſord. Number of minister: in Connecticut

and New-Haven, befbrt the union. Proportion of miniſ

ter: to thtj'eoplt, brſort andat the time ofthe union. Har

'nony bet-ween the ci-vil rulerr and the clergy. Influence of

the clergy, and the reoſhnr of it. Their oppzffition to An

tinomiani/m. Affisttd in the compilotion of Cambridge

Platfonn. Ecclgſiqstical lazar. Care to dtffu e' general

Lno-wlcdge ,- it: hnm influence. Attempt: toſound a col

lege at New-Haven. No stctoriu in Connecticut nor'

New-Ha-um, until q/ter the union ,- andſor twenty year:

the churcth generally tryfoyed greatpeace. Death: andchar

acter: ofſe-ueral of the minfflen. Great dſſn/ionr in

the church at Hartford oon after Mr. Hoooher': death;

dſſn/ionr and contra-verſir in the colony andchurcher in gen

erul, relative to baptiſm, church-mrmhsrſhip, andthe right:

of the brethren. A new generation ariſe-r, 'who had not

all imbibed theſþirit oſtheirjbthcrr. Griwancc: preſſ-nt

ld to the general court of Connrflirnt, on the accountthestrictmſr ofthe churcher, and thatſober prop/e were de

nied communion rwith them, and baptiſmſhr their children.

The court of Conuccticut find to the other gem-ral court:

or advice. Law: against the &when. fllzzfflilchrſſ'tt:

and Conntcticut agre: in appointing a ſynod at Boflon.

General court nt New-Haven oppost the mecting of a ſy

md, and decline/'ending their tiden. tagstionr propoſed

for diſcuſſion. Tht ſjnod meet: and onſrucr: them ,- but

it had no good gffiect an the churcheſ. They would not com
ply 'with their deci'om. Dſſ'n/'ſiom continqu at Hart

flrd ,- act: ofthe general court raſpccting them. Council:

from Moffizchustttr. Dffcultie: in ſome meaſure compo

fld. Divzſionr and animoſitier at Wctheryield. Act of

the general court rtſþccting the church) there. Aſr. Ruſ

_ ſd and number: removefrom Wethcrrfield and Hurt/End,

. andſettle Had/ry. Mr. Sto-w dgſntſſ'd from the miniſ

t/j at Middle-town, by a committe' iſ the' general court.

S nod at Bo/ton. It: dctcr'nination relative to baptiſm and

t t to'zſociation thin-ther. Divffion in the ſynod and in

the churche' re ative to thoſe pointr. The court at Con

\

Boor: I.

LMJ
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'church and congregation in that town.

mctimistnt no elder: to the council, no' took any part in

the controverſy, until ſbme time qfter-wn'rdr.

ONNECTlCUT, no leſs than other parts of New

England, was ſettled with a particular view to re

ligion. It was the deſign of the first planters to erect

churches, in the strictest conformity to ſcripture exam

p le; and to tranſmit evangelical purity, in doctrine, wor

ſhip and diſcipline, with civil and religious liberty, to

their posterity. The attention which they paid to theſe

interesting points will be the principal ſubject of this

chapter. '

THE first churdhes, though their numbers were ſmall,

and they had to combat all the hardſhips, dangers, and

expenſe,of new ſettlements, commonly ſupported two

able, experienced ministers. With the first three chur

ches, ſettled in Connecticut, there were, at Hartford, the

Rev. Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone, at Windſor, Mr. War

ham and Mr.Heuet,and at Wethersfield,Mr. Prudden, in

163 8, while his people were making preparations to re

move from New-Haven to Milford. To the garriſon, at

Saybrook fort, Mr. John Higginſon, ſon of the Rev. Mr.

Higginſon of Salem, preached three or four of the first

years. P At New-Haven, at first were Mr. Davenport and

Mr. Samuel Eaton, brother to Governor Eaton. At Mil

ford Mr. Prudden was pastor, and the church invited,

Mr, John Sherman, afterwards Minister of Watertown,

in Maſſachuſettsr to be their teacher; but he declined

their invitation, and that church never had but one ſet

tled minister at the ſame time. The Rev. Mr, Whit

field was pastor of the church at Guilford, and about the

year 164r, Mr. Higginſon removed from Saybrook, and.

became teacher, as an aſſistant to Mr. Whitfield, in that

church. After Mr. Prudden left Wethersfield, Mr.

Henry Smith was elected and ordained pastor of the

About the time

that Mr. Higginſon leſt Saybroolt, the Rev. Mr. Thomas

Peters became Chaplain to Colonel Fenwick and the peo

le there. Upon the removal of Mr. Eaton, from New

Ylaven, Mr. William Hook was installed teacher, as an

aſſistant of Mr. Davenport. The ſix first towns in Con

nccticut and New-Haven enjoyed 'the constant labor of

ten able ministers. This 'Was as much as one minister to

v about fifty families, or to two hundred and ſixty or ſeven

ty ſouls. As other towns ſettled, churches were gathercd,

m 'mmsters installsd Ox erda'msd: Mr: Jove? was

*-*_*-"q"'l



can-.me or CONNECTICUT. 29,

choſen pastor at Fairſield, Mr. Adam Blackman, at Strat- BOOK I.

ford, and Mr. Richard Denton, at Stamford. Mr. Abra-w

harn Pierſon was pastor of the church at Branford, and it '

ſeems one Mr. Brucy aſiistcd him as a teacher for ſome

time. Fourteen or fifteen of theſe ministers had been

epiſcopally ordained in England, before they came into

America.

THE Rcv. Mr. Richard Blynman, first pastor of the

church at New-London, was alſo ordained in England.

After he came into this country he ſettled ſirst, pastor of

the church at'Gloucester, in Maſſachuſetts. From thence

he removed to New-London in 1648.

FROM theſe reverend fathers, the ministers of Connect

icut trace their ordinations ; eſpecially, from Mr. Hook

er, Mr. Warham, Mr. DaVenport, and Mr. Stone. Some

or other of theſe affisted in gathering the churches, and

ordaining the ministers ſettled in their day.

WITH reſpect to their religious ſentiments, and thoſe Their rc_

of their followers, they were puritans. This was a name "giou,

'which first obtained in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in ſenti

r 564. It was given as a name of reproach, to distinguiſh men"

and stigmatize thoſe who did not conform to the liturgy, ,

ceremonies, and diſcipline, Of the church of England.

Fuller ſays, V It was improved to abuſe pious people,

U who endeavoured to follow the minister with a pure

" heart, and labored for alife pure and holy." When'

arminianiſm began to prevail, in the latter part of the

reign of James the first, thoſe, who were calvimstic,

were termed doctrinal puritans.1* It was uſed finally,

as a stigma for all Christians, who were strict in moral',

calviuistic in ſentiment, and unconformed to the liturgy,

ceremonies, and diſcipline, of the establiſhed church;

THIs was truly the character of the first ministers and

churches in this colony. They were strictly calvinistic,

agreeing in doctrine with their brethren of the establiſhed

church, and with all the protestant reformed churches.

In diſcipline, they were congregationalists, and diſſented

from the national establiſhment. They firmly believed,

that it was the ſole prerogative of CHRIST, as king in

, Zion, to direct the mode of worſhip and diſcipline, in hi'

own houſe. They were perſuaded, that the ſcripture'

Were a perfect rule, not only of faith and manners, but of

 

* Fuller's eccleſiastical history B. lX. p. 76.

'l- Fuller,B. X. p. 100.

I Neal'o History of the puritan', preface to voi. I. p. 7, and

voi. 1. p. 72. Second edition qual-to. London 1754.
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worſhip and diſcipline : and that all churches ought to be

formed entirely after the pattern exhibited in the New

Testament.

Sour: of the ministers of Connecticut were distinguiſh

ed for literature, piety,- and ministerial gifts. ÞIIr.

Hooker, Mr. Davenport, Nlr. Stone, and ſome others,

were men of great learning and abilities. They were

all men of the strictest morals, ſerious, experimental

preachers. hir- Neal, after giving a catalogue of the

ministers, who first illuminated the churches of New

U I will

not ſay that all the ministers mentioned were men of

the first rate for learning, but I can aſſure the reader,

they had abetter ſhare of it, than most of their neigh

bouring clergy, at that time 3 they were men of great

ſobriety and virtue, plain, ſerious, affectionate preach

ers, exactly conſormable to the doctrine of the church

of England, and took a. great deal of pains to promote

" a reformation of manners in their ſeveral pariſhes."

They were mighty and abundant in prayer. They not

only fasted and prayed frequently with their people, in

public, but kept many days of ſecret fasting, prayer, and

elſ-examination, in their studies. Some of them, it

ſeems, fasted and prayed, in this private manner, every

week. Beſides the e_xerciſes on the Lord's day, they

preached lectures, not only in public, but from houſe to

houſe. They were diligent and laborious in catechiſmg

and instructing the children and young people, boxhiu

public and private. - "

THEY paid a constant attention to the religion of their

families. They read the fcriptures and prayed in them

daily, morning and evening, and instructed all their do

mestics constantly to attend the ſecret, as well as private

and public duties of religion. They were attentive to

thereligious state of all the families and individuals of

their reſpective flocks? As they had taken up the croſs,

forſaken their pleaſant ſeats and enjoyments in their na

tivecountry, and followed their SAVLOUR into a land not

own, for the ſake of his holy religion, and the advance

lnent of his kingdom, they ſacrificed all worldly interests

to theſe glorious purpoſes.

HE people, who followed them, into the wilderneſs,

e their ſpiritual children, who imbibed the ſame ſpirit

England, bears this testimony concerning them.

'ſ

'I

I'

'I

i'
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in, 1) sle* all account ofthe lives oſ many oſ them, in the Magnal

In ſl- Particular tracts and manuſcript' characterize them

"he manner.
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and ſentiments, and esteemed them as their fathers in Boox I.

CHRIST. Many ofthem were men of figure, as Haynes, WV

Hopkins, VVyllys, Lud10w, Wolcott, Eaton, Gregſon, (Knegl

Deſborough, Leet and others, who were governors and &3202

magistrates, in their reſpective colonies. Many of them, a), of the

eſpecially their governors, magistrates, and leading men, people.

were not leſs pious and exemplary than their ministers.

The people in general were pious and strictly moral. In

stances of intemperance, wantonneſs, fabbath-brcaking,

fraud, or any other groſs immorality, for many years,

Were rarely found among them. If any there were, they

were commonly found among ſervants, or ſome of the

lowest of the people.

IT was the opinion of the principal divines, who first Their rub

ſettled New-England and Connecticut, that in every time,"

church, completely organizcd, there was a pastor, teach- relative to

er, ruling elder, and deacons." Theſe distinct offices Thumb"

they imagined were clearly taught in thoſe paſſages, Ro- 2232sz

mans xii. 7, 1 Co'rinth. xii. 28, 1 Timothy v. 17, and diſcipline.

Epheſians iv. 1 r. From theſe they argued the duty of

all churches, which were able, to be thus furniſhed.1

In this manner were the churches of Hartſord, Windſor,

New-Haven, and other towns organized. The churches,

which were not able to ſupport a pastor and teacher, had

their ruling elders and deaccns. Their ruling elders

were ordained with no leſs ſolemnity, than their pastors

and teachers. Where no teacher could be obtained, the

pastor performed the duties both of pastor and tcacher.

It Was the general opinion, that the pastor's work con

ſistcd principally in exhortation, in working upon the will

and affections. To this the whole force of his studiea

was to be directed ; that, b his judicious, powerful, and

affectionate addreſſes, he might win his hearers to the

love and practice oſ the truth. But the teacher was doc

tor in cchg/ia, whoſe buſineſs it was to teach, explain, and

defend, the doctrines ofchristianity. He was to inform

the 'udgment, and advance the work of illuminationi

HB buſineſs of the ruling elder was to affist the paſ

tor in the government of the church. He was particu

larly ſet apart to watch over all its members ; to prepare

and bring forward all caſes of diſcipline; to viſit and

pray with the lick; and, in the abſence of the pastor and

 

' Hooker's Survey. paxt ll. page 4 to ao. '

lbidem, and Cambridge P.a'l'orm,chapters vi. and vii.

a Su_rvey, part II. p. 19, zo, zi, and Cambridge Platt'orm

ap. '1.
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teacher, to pray with the congregation and expound the

ſcriptures.w

THE pastors and churches of New-England maintain

ed, with the reſormed churches in general, that biſhops

and preſbyters were only diffizrent names for the ſame oſ

fice 3 and that all pastors, regularly ſeparated to the goſ

vpel ministry, were ſcripture biſhopsd- They alſo inſisted,

agreeany to the primitive practice, that the work of every

pastor was confined, principally, to one particular church

and congregation, who could all aſſemble at one place,

whom he could inſpect, and who could all unite together

in acts of worſhip and diſcipline." Indeed the first min

isters of Connecticut and New-England at first maintain

ed, that all the pastor's office-power was confined to his

own church and coEgregation, and that the administring

of baptiſm and the onn's ſupper in other churches was

irregularct]

WrTH reſpect to ordination, they held, that it did not

constitute the eſſentials of the ministerial office ; but the

qualifications for office, the election of the church, gui

ded by the rule of Christ, and the acceptance of the pastor

elect.1 Says Mr. Hooker, " Ordination is an approbation
ſſof the officer, and ſolemn ſetting and confirmation of him'

in his office,by prayer and laying on of hands." It was

viewed, by the ministers of New-England, as no more

'than putting the pastor elect into office, or a ſolemn re

commending 'of him and his labors to the bleſſings of

Gov. It was the general opinion, that elders ought to

lay on hands in ordination, if there were a preſbytery

in the church, but if there were not, the church might

appoint ſome other elders, or a number of the brethren

4_ to that ſervices

Power of

Synods.

lT was acknowledged that ſynods or general councils,

were an ordinance of Christ, and in ſome caſes, expedi

ent and neceſſary : That their buſineſs was to give light

and counſel in weighty concerns, and bear testimony

against corruption in doctrines and morals. While it

was granted, that their deterninations ought to be re

 

' Hookv's Survey part II. p. r3-19, C. Plat. cth. vil.

1- Hookel"5 Survey and Cambridge Platform.

H Cambridge Platform Chap. iii.and chap.ix.

'I Hooker's Survey part ll. p. 62-68.

I The ſame, part ll. p. 75-78\ Cambridge platform Chap. ix.

i; Theſe ſentiments were not peculiar to the first ministers

Fd churches of New-England. Augustine, Chryſoflcm, Zanch,

_UC<r, Melancthon, Dr. Amc', Dr. Owen, and many other di

um' Of arc-'nt fame, were of the ſame opinion. ſi
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'ceived with reverence, and not to be cOunteracted, unleſs

apparently repugnant to the ſcriptures, it was inſisted,

that they had no juridical power." The churches of

Connecticut originally maintained, that the right of chooſ

ing and ſettling their ministers, of exerciſing diſcipline

and performing all juridical acts was in the church, when

properly organized; and they denied all external Or ſo

reign power of preſbyteries, ſynods, general councils, or

aſſemblies. Hence they were termed congregational

churches.

THE fathers of Connecticut, as to politics, v'vere repubd

licans. They rejected with abhorrence the doctrincs of

the divine right of kings, paffive obedience, and non-re

ſistance. With Sidney, Hampden, and other great wri

BOOK I.

WV

A' to p'ol-'

itics, the

rst ſet

tlers were

republi

ters, they believed that all civil power and government cans.

was originally in the people. Upon theſe principles they'

formed their civil constitutions.

THE churches of New-Haven,- Milford, and Guilford,

were formed first, by the choice of ſeven perſons, from'

amongthe brethren, who were termed the pillars. -A

confeſſion of faith was drawn up to which they all aſſent

ed, as prepara'tory to their covenanting together in church

estate. They then entered into covenant, first With

Gon, to be his people in CHanT, and then with ca'ch

Confeſ

fion of

faith and

ſolemn

manner

of Cove

nantinga.

other, to walk together in the strict and conſcienzious '

practice of all Christian duties, and in 'the enjoyment oE

all the ordinances and privileges of a church of CHRIsi'.

The confeſſions of faith contained a ſummary- of christian

doctrine, and were strictly calvinistic. The covenants

were full, ſolemn, and expreſlive, importing, that they

avouched the Lonn JEHOVAH, FATHER, SbN, and-Hour

GHOST,t0 be their sovnnmcn LORD and SUPREME GOOD; '

and that they gave themſelves up to him, through Jssus

CHRIST, in the way and on the term: oſ the covenant of

grace. The covenantcd with each other to uphold the

divine warſhrp and ordinances, in the churches of which

they were members ; to watch over each other as breth

ren ; to bear testimony against all ſin; and to teach all

under their care to fear and ſerve the Lonn. The other

brethren joined themſelves to the ſeven pillars, by mad

king the ſame profeſſion of faith, and covenanting in the

ſame manner. The members, previoufly to their cove

nanting with each other, gave one another ſatisfaction

 

ll Hool'er" Survev part IV-1.?- 4s_48. C. Pla't. Chap. XVÞ.

' 2
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Boox I. with reſpect to their repentance, faith, and purpoſes of

L/W holy living.
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gust nd,

1639.

Installa

tion of

Mr. Pru

lT appears, that the churches of New-Haven and Mil

ſord were gathered to the ſeVen pillars, on the nd of Au

gust 1639.' The tradition is, that ſoon after, Mr. Dav

enport was choſen pastor of the church, at New-Haven *,

and that Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone came and aſiisted in

his installation.

MR. PRUDDEN was installed pastor of the church, at

Milford, April 18th 1640, upon a day of ſolemn fasting

and prayer. Impoſition of hands was performed by

cLZecl'iariah Whitrnan, William Fowlcr, and Edmond

den, April Tapp. They were appointed to this ſervice by the other

ISth,

'640.

Gu'lford

church

gathered,

April

'643.

brethren of the church-1- The installation was at New

Haven,and it ſeems that the hands of the brethren were

impoſed in the preſence of Mr. Davenport and Mr. Ea

ton.

THoUcH the members of Mr. Whitſicld's church were

in the original agreement, at New-Haven, and engaged

to imbody into church estate, in the ſame manner as

New-Haven and Milſord churches did, yet they delayed

the completion of the work for a conſiderable time.

Probably, it was becauſe their company were not yet all

arrived. But in April, 1643, Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Hig

inſon, Mr. Samuel Delborough, Mr. William Leet, Mr.

Jacob Sheaf, Mr. John Mipham, and Mr. John Hoadly,

Were elected the ſeven pillars. On the 19th of June, all

the other church members were gathered unto theſe ſe

ven perſons. Mr. Higginſon, who had been preaching

about two years at Guilford, with Mr. Whitfield, was, at

this time, elected teachcr in that church. Mr. Whitfield

had not ſeparated from the epiſcopal church, whenhe

came into New-England. As he came over in orders,

and his church came generally with him, there are no

intimations of his 'mstallatiom '

THE circumstance of the ſeven pillars in theſe three

churches appears to have been peculiar to them. There

are no intimations of it in the ſormation of any other

churches. The churches in the other towns were gath

ered, by ſubſcribing ſimilar confeſſions of faith, and cov

enanting together in the ſame ſolemn manner, upon da s

of fasting and prayer. Neighbouring elders and churc 1

esAvere preſent on thoſe occaſions, affisted in the public

ſolemnities, and gave their conſent. When new mem

bers were admitted to full communion, in any oſ the first

i Ibidem.

__* Mflſord church record'- i
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churches of Connecticut, they gave ſatisfaction to the

brethren of their ſincere repentance towards GOD, and

faith in the LORD Jesus CHRIST. They commonly

made arelation of their religious experiences. They

were then admitted to full communion, by a public pro

feſſion of their faith, and by covenanting in the manner

which has been repreſented.

Mn. EATON continued but a ſhort time at New-Ha

ven, and then returned to England. Mr. William Hook
ſucceeded him as teaſicher in the church.

MR. DENTON, after ſpending three or four years at

Stamford, removed to Hempsted on Long-Iſland.

UPON his removal, the church ſent two of their mem

bers to ſeek themaminister. They travelled on foot,

through the wilderneſs, to the eastward of Boston, where

they found Mr. John Biſhop, who left England before he

had finiſhed his academical studies, and had completed

his education in this country. They engaged him to go

with them, to Stamford. He travelled with them, on

foot, ſo great a distance. The people were united in him,

and he labored with them, in the ministry, nearly fifty

ears.
y MR. Pernns, after preaching three or four years, at

Saybrook, returned to England. in 1646, 'a church was

formed in that town, by the direction and aſſistance of

the Reverend Mr. Hooker and ſome other ministers. At

the ſame time, Mr. James Fitch, who had perfected his

theologieal studies, under the direction of Mr. Hooker,

Was ordained their pastor. The tradition is, that though

Mr. Hooker was preſent, yet that hands were impoſed by

two or three of the principal brethren, whom the church

had appointed to that ſervice.

ON the r3th of October 1652, a church was gatheer

at Farmington, and Mr. Roger Newton was ordained

pastor. .

' THE ſame year, Mr. Thomas Hanford began to preach

at Norwalk, and ſometime after a church was formed in.

the town, and Mr. Hanford ordained pastor.

IN 1660, Mr. Fitch and the greatest part of his church

removed to Norwich. Mr. Thomas Buckingham ſuc

ceeded him in the minist at Sa brook.- A council of

ministers and churches a 'sted at is ordination, but the

impoſ'tion of hands was performed by the brethren, as it

had been before in the ordination of Mr. Fitch. The

council conſidered it as an irregular proceeding, but the

brethren Were ſo tenacious of what they esteemed their

Boox I.

vw
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1646.
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right, that it could not be prevented without much in

conveniencedx

THass fifteen churches were the whole number, form

ed in the colony, and in which ministers had beeninstall

ed, or ordained, at the time of the union. The ſettle

ments and churches upon Long-[stand had been adjudg

ed to the juriſdiction of Ne'w-York. There were ſeveral

other towns which paid taxes, Where churches were not

formed nor pastors ordained. This was the caſe with

Stonington, Middletown, Greenwich, and Rye. Nev

erthelcſs, at the two former, there was constant preach

ing. The general court would not ſuffer any plantation

to be made which would not ſupport an able, orthodox

preacher.

AT Stonington Mr. Zechariah Brigden officiated about

three years, until his death in 1663. To him ſucceeded

Mr. James Noyes, the ſame year, who preached more

than fifty-five years in the town, but he was not ordained

until more than ten years after his first preaching to the

eo le.
P Exit Middletown, Mr. Nathaniel Collins was preaching,

but not ordained. Mr. Stow alſo preached there before

or with Mr. Collins. Greenwich and Rye were but just

come under .the juriſdiction of ACOnnecticut, and not

in circumstances for the ſupport of ministers. They had

occaſional preaching only, for a conſiderable time.

FROM this view, it appears, that the first towns and

churches in Connecticut were remarkably instructed.

Scarcely in any part of the christian church, have ſo ma

ny stars, oſ ſuch distinguiſhed lustre, .ſhone in ſo ſmall a

ſirmament. At the time of the union the colony con

tained about 1700 ſamilies, eight or nine thouſand in

habitants, and they constantly enjoyed the instructions of

about twenty ministers. Upon an average, there was

as much as one minister to every 85 ſamilies,0r to about

430 ſouls. In ſome oſ the new plantations, thirty ſamilies

fupported a minister, and commonly there were not

more than forty when they called and ſettled a pastor.

In ſeveral of the first churches, there were not more than

eight, nine, and ten male members. Excluſive of Hart

ford,Windſor, New-Haven, and Guilſord, there appears

to have been none, in which there were more than ſix

, teen or ſeventeen male communicants, at their forme-tion,

-__

'i' Manuſeripts from Saybrook,
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THAT the first churches and congregations, notwith- BOOK I.

standing their poverty, hardſhips, dangers, and expenſew

in ſettling, in a wilderneſs, and in defending themſelves word

against the ſavages and other enemies, ſhould maintain and ordi

ſuch a number oſ ministers, strongly marks their charac-- "MAN

ter as Christians, who deſired the ſincere milk of the pstcmm'

word. It aſſords a striking evidence of their zeal for re

ligion, and that the word and ordinances were indeed

precious in thoſe days. p

THE most perfect harmony ſubfisted between the le- Harmoiiy

gillaturc and the clergy. Like Moſes and Aaron, they between

walked together in the most endeared friendſhip. The 'the lcg'ſ'd

governors, mhgistrates, and leading men were their ſpir- Jgg;_m

itual children, and esteemed and venerated them, as their

fathers in CHRlST. As they had loved and followed

them into the wilderneſs, they zealouſly ſupported their

influence. The clergy had the highest veneration for them,

and ſpared no pains to maintain their authority and gov- -

crnment. Thus they grew in each other's esteem, and

brotherly affection, and mutually ſupported and increaſed

each other's influence and uſefulneſs.

MAN'I of the clergy, who ſirst came into the country, 1 ſi
had good estates, and aſſisted their poor brethren and (Etgzncc

pariſhioners in their straits in making new ſettlements. clergy,

The people were then far more dependent on their min- Reaſon.

isters than they have been ſince. The proportion of ohn

learned men was much leſs then, than at the preſent

time. The clergy poſſeſſed a very great proportion of

the literature of the colony. They were the principal

instructors of the young gentlemen, who were liberally

educated, before they commenced members of College,

and they aſlisted them in their ſtudies afterwards. They

instructed and furniſhed others for public uſefulneſs, who

had not a public education. They had given a striking

evidence of their integrity and ſelf denial, in emigrating

into this rough and distant country, for the ſake of reli

gion, and were faithful and abundant in their labors. By

their example, counſels, exhortations, and money, they

aſiisted and encouraged the people. Beſides, the people,

who came into the country with them, had a high reliſh

for the word and ordinances. They were exiles and ſel

low ſufferers in a strange land. All theſe circumstances

combined to give them an uncommon influence over their

beaters of all ranks and characters. For many years they

were conſulted by the legiflature, in all affairs of impor

tance, civil or religious. They were appointed commit
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tces, with the governors and magistrates, to adviſe, make

draughts, and allist them in the most delicate and inter

esting concerns of the commonwealth. In no govern

ment have the clergy had more influence, or been treat

ed with more generoſtty and reſpect, by the civil rulers

and people in general, than in Connecticut.

THE ministers and churches of Connecticut abhorred

the Antinomian hereſy, which ſo distracted the church,

at Boston,,and ſome others in the Maffachuſetts. In the

first general council in New-England, Mr. Hooker and

Mr. Davenport bore a noble testimony against the pro

vailing errors and ſpirit of that time. '3

IN the next general council in New-England, ten years

after, the ministers and churches of Connecticut and

New-Haven were preſent and united in the form of diſ

cipline which it recommended. By this platform of dif

cipline, the churches of New-England, in general, wal

ked for more than thirty years. This, with the eccleſi

'itstical laws, formed the religious constitution of the co

omes.

IN the platform, it is declared to be evident, U That

neceſſary and ſufficent maintenance is due to ministers of

the word, from the law of nature and nations, the law of

Moſes, the equity thereof, and alſo the rule of common

reaſdn :" That it is matter of indiſpenſible duty, a debt

due, and not an affair of alms or free gift. U That not

only members of churches, but all who are taught in the

word, are to contribute unto him that teacheth in all

good things : And that the magistrate is to ſee that the

mmrstry be duly provided for."

AN early proviſion was therefore made, by law, in Maſ

ſachuſetts and Connecticut, for the ſupport of the miniſ

try. In_ Connecticut, all perſons Were obliged, by law,

to contribute to the ſupport of the church, as well as of

the commonwealth. All rates, reſpecting the ſupport of

mm'stffl'3,_0r any eccleſiastical affairs, were to be made and

collected m the ſame manner, as the rates of the reſpec

ijc townsff Special care was taken, that all erſons

Onld attend the means of public instruction. T re law

obliged them t b . _ .
LORD,S day, antzl ne preſent at the public worſhip on the

. pon all days of publicv fasting and pray

ÞL-nztlltd OZthankſgiving, appointed by civil authority, on

7 o a fincof five ſhillings for every instance of

 

;_ g-hepziatform. chap. XL

rst code of Connet'ticut p. 52 and 59
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neglect."' The congregational churches were adopted BOOK I.

and establiſhed by law; but proviſion was made that all WV

ſober, orthodox perſons, diſſenting from them, ſhould,

upon the manifestation of it to the general court, be al

lowed peaceably to worſhip in their own way.9 It was

enacted, " That no perſons, within this colony, ſhall in

U any wiſe imbody themſelves into church estate, without

a conſent of the general court, and approbation ofneigh

U bouring elders." The laws alſo prohibited, that any

ministry, or church administration, ſhould be entertain

ed, or attended,by the inhabitants of any plantation, in '

the colony, distinct and ſeparate from, and in oppoſition

to, that which was openly and publicly obſerved and diſ

penſed, by the approved minister oſ the place 3 except it

was by the approbation of the court and neighbouring

churchesf The penalty, for every breach of this act,

was ſive pounds. - -

THE court declared, that the civil authorit , establiſhed

in the colony, V Had power and liberty to ſhe the peace,

4' ordinances, and rules of Gums-r, obſerved in every

U church, according to his word ; and alſo to deal with

ll any church member, in a way of civil justice, notwith

" standing any church relation, office, or interest." The

law alſo provided, that no church cenſure ſhould degrade

or depoſe any man from any civil dignity, office, or au

thority, which he ſhould ſustain in the colony.:þ

In the grant of all new townſhips, ſpecial care was ta- Care [0

ken, by the legiſlature, that the planters ſhould not be flow?"

without a minister and the stated administration of goſpel edg: *

ordinances. and good

Evuuv town, conſisting of fiſ ſamilies, was obliged, moral'

by the laws, to mantain a good chool, in which reading

and writing ſhould be well taught ; and in every county

town, a good grammar ſchool was instituted. Large

tract' of land were given and appropriated, by the legiſ

lature, to afford them a permanent ſupport.

THE ſelect men of every town were obliged, by law, to

keep a vigilant eye upon all the inhabitants, and to talte

care that all the heads of ſamilies ſhould instruct their

children and ſervants to read the Engliſh tongue well,

and that once every week they ſhould catechiſe them in

the principles of religion. The penalty .f0r every in
 

' The first eode oſConnedticut, p. as. ,'

5 lbidemp zr.

lbidem, p. '1.

lbidem p. as.
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stance of neglect, in this reſpect, was twenty ſhillings,

for any family ſo neglecting. The ſelect men were alſo

authorizcd to take care, that all families ſhould be well

furniſhed with bibles, orthodox catechiſms, and books on

practical godlineſs. It was provided by the legiſlature,

that the capital laws ſhould be taught weekly in every
family.*' ſſ

THE colony of New-Haven, from the beginning, made

proviſion for the interests of religion, learning, and the

good conduct of the inhabitants, with no leſs zeal than

Connecticut.

THE care and piety of the first planters did not rest

here ; but they were careful, as ſoon as poſſible,- in their

circumstances, to found public ſeminaries, in which

young men might be instructed in the liberal arte, prepa

red for the miniſtry and all places of importance, in civil

or religious life.

As Connecticut and New-Haven were not able, of

themſelves, at first, to erect a college, they united with

Maſl'achuſetts, and eontributed to the ſupport of that

at Cambridge. Frequent contributions were made, both

in Connecticut and New-Haven, for that purpoſe, and

money was paid from the public treaſury. For a courſe

of years, the inhabitants educated their ſons at that uni-v

ver ity.

BY theſemeans, knowledge, at an early Period was

generally drffuſed among people of all ranks. This hbnn

dant public and private instruction, and constant anon;

tion to the morals, industrv, and good conduct of the in

habitants, has been the means of that general illumina

tion,_whrclr has always been obſervable among the peo le

ofthis colony ; and of that high degree of civil ecclxſi

AstiFalr and domestic peace and order, which, for,ſo long a

perlOd, have rendered them eminent, among their neigh.

hours. bra has made. it feaſrble to govern them by that

free constitunon and mild ſystem of Laws by which the

have ever been distinguiſhed. To this 'are owin thi:
wiſdom and steadineſs of their elections, and the ingcegris

ty and fimmcſs Of their public administrations. In this

way they have been formed not onl to virtue but to
industry, economy, and enterpriſey I d d h h

been rendered one of the happiest i n ce t cY a"

CANBMDGE lad. _ ' people upon the earth.

Iſhcal laws m? h Oſmz 1_n connection with the eccleſi

' 5 t e rehglous constitution of Connectis

N

* Old cede ofConneflicut, p. r;

,_' .___A_. __ __.
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cut, for about ſixty years, until the compilation of the BOOK I.

Saybrook agreement.- w

THE colony of New-Haven, ſenſible of the im ortance Gumm"

of public ſeminaries, and of the inconvenience o ſending ſchool in.

their ſons to ſo great a distance as Cambridge for an ed- flitutcd,

ucation, at an early period, attempted the founding of a fy: Form

college. A propoſal, for this purpoſe, was made to the dfd a:

general court in 1654. The next year, at the ſeſſions New

in May, it appeared, that New-Haven had made a donao- Him"

tion of 300, and that Milford propoſed to give £Ioo

more, or the encouragement of the deſign. The court

pr0poſed it to the deputies of the other towns to enquire,

'nd make report, what they'would give. Mr. Davenport,

who was the principal promoter of the affair, about the

ſame time, wrote to Governor Hopkins, who was then

in England, upon the ſubject ; and it ſeems, ſolicited his

aflistance. Soon after, ſome lands were given, by the

people of New-Haven, for the further encouragement of

ſo laudable an undertaking. Upon theſe ſavorable proſ

pects, the legiflature, in 1659, proceeded to institute a

grammar ſchool at New-Haven. It was ordered, that

£4o annually ſhould be paid out of the public treaſury

for its ſupport. £ IOO were alſo appropriated for the pur

chaſing of books for the ſchool. In 1660, the donation

of Governor Hopkins having come into the poſſeſſion,

and being at the diſpoſal of Mr. Davenport, he, on the

goth of May, ſurrendered it into the hands of the general

court, for the purpoſe of founding a college. He propo

ſed, that this donation ſhould be united with the lands

which had been already given and with ſuch other dona

tions as might be made by the legillature, for the ſame

purpoſe. The elders of the ſeveral churches in the colo

ny were nominated as trustees. As Mr. Davenport was'

the only ſurviving legatee of Governor Hopkins, with

reſpect to that part of the donation, which had fallen to

the ſhare of New-Haven, he deſired, that, for the better

diſcharge of the trust, which had been repoſed in him, he

might have a negative upon the corporation, with reſpect

to the diſpoſal of that, whenever he could exhibit ſub-'

stantial reaſons, that it was about to he applied to any

purpoſe contrary to the deſign of the donor. The reſig

nation was made in writing, in a formal manner, contain

ing valuable ſketches of history, and a complete plan oſ

the college and grammar ſchool, which it was deſigndl

to institutefl' -

,* Appendix No. HI

 

As
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BOOK I.

w

THE general court thankfully accepted the donatiorr,

upon the terms on which it had been ſurrendered. They

appropriated the lands, which had been given, at New

Haven, to the ſupp0rt oſ the college z agreed to collect

the money given by Governor Hopkins 5 and beſides all

other grants previouſly made, enacted, that a hundred

pounds stock ſhould be paid in from the treaſury of the

colony, in ſuch time and manner as the court ſhould or

der. The court alſo ordained, that both the grammar

ſchool and college ſhould be at New-Haven. One Mr.

Peck was appointed master of the ſchool -, but this and

the college were of ſhort continuance. The troubles-in

which the colony, was involved by the claims oſConnect

icut, and the defection oſ ſuch numbers of their inhabi

tants, ſo impovetiſhed and weakened it, that aſupport

could not be obtained for the instructor. He became diſ

couraged, and the court gave up the ſchool. By the ſame

means, the deſign of a college alſo miſcarried. After the

union, the colony made further proviſion for a grammar

- ſchool, and all the lands and money,,which had been given

Death

and char

acter of

Mr.

Hook"

for that and the college, were appropriated to its ſupport.

The ſchool revived and has continued unto the preſent

time. - .

FOR a long courſe of years, there were no ſcctariesin

Counecticut. The churches, in general, enjoyed great

peace and harmony. during the continuance of the firſt

ministers and principal members of whom they were

compoſed. But many of theſe were confiderabl .

advanced' in life when they came into the country, and

in about four or five and twenty years after the first fet

tlements, a conſiderable proportion of them were in their
grctaves, ſome had returned to England, and others were

far advanced in years. Before the union of the colonies,

in 1665, almost all the first ministers were either dead,
oſſr removed.

MR, HEUET, teacher in the church at Windſor, died
Septetſinber 4th 1644. ,

THE Reverend Thomas Hookcr, the father and pillar

of the churches in Connecticut, died July 7th. i647, in

the 61st year of his age.1- He was born at Marſhfield

in the county of Leiccster, 1586. He appears to have

been educated at Emmanucl college, Cambridge, in Eng

land. Afterwards he was promoted to a fellowſhip in

 

'l He poſſeſſedHaired at Lust" conſiderable property. His estate was ap

15: o Hialibrary only, at£3oo.

- _____ſ_ --_
__<_<*<
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the ſame college, where he acquitted himſelf with' ſuch BOOK I;

ability and faithfulneſs, as commanded univerſal approba- WV

tion and applauſe. While at college, in his youth, he '
was arreſſsted with strong convictions of his ſin and miſe

ry, and of the dreadfulncſs oſ the divine diſpleaſureJ His

heart was afterwards humbled, and ſubmitting to the

terms of mercy, he received the ſpirit oſ adoption ; and

was enabled to exhibit a life of the most exemplary piety,

ſelf-denial, patience, and goodneſs. He was naturally a >

man of strong and lively paſſions; but obtained a happy

government of himſelf. In his day, he was one of the

most animated and powerful preachers in New-England.

In his ſermons, he inſisted much on the application of re

demption ; was ſearching, experimental, and practical.

Another circumstance, which rendered his public perfor

mances still more engaging and profitable, was his excel

lency in prayer. A ſpirit of adoption ſeemed to rest up

on him. In converſation he was pleaſant and entertain

ing, but always grave. He was exceedingly prudent in

the management of church diſcipline. He esteemed it

a neceſſary and important, but an extremely difficult, part

of duty. He rarely ſuffered church affairs to be publicly

controverted. Before he brought any difficult matter be

fore the church, ſpecial care was taken to converſe with

the leading men, to fix them right, and to prepare the

minds of the members; ſo that they might be harmoni

ous, and that there might be no controverſy with reſ

pect to any point, which he judged expedient for the

church to adopt. He was affable, condeſcending, and

charitable 5 yet his appearance and conduct were with

ſuch becoming majeſty, authority, and prudence, that he

could do more with a word, or a look, than other men _ -,

could with a ſevere diſcipline. It was not an uncommon ' '

instance, with him, to give away five or ten pounds at a

time to poor widows, orphans, and neceſſitous people.

Ata certain time, when there was a great ſcarcity, at

Southampton, upon LongJfiand, Mr. Hooker, with ſome

friends who joined with him, ſent the people a ſmall veſ

ſel, ſreighted with ſeveral hundred buſhels of corn, for

their relief. In family religion and government, he was

strict and prudent. In his family was exhibited a livelyþ

and ſincere devotion, and the very power oſ godlineſs.

Not only his own children and domestics, but students

and other perſons, who occaſion-ally reſided in his family,

'Were instructcd and edified, ſo that their acquaintance

with it was matter of their joy and devout thankſgiving.
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BOOK I. He died of an epidemiCal fever, which prevailed that year _

wx/ in the country. He had for many years enjoyed a com

fortable aſſurance "of his renewed estate, and when dyi

ſaid, a Iam going to receive mercy." He cloſed hi'

own eyes, and appeared to die with a ſmile in his coun

tenancc.*

MR. Henry Smith, first pastor oſ the church at Weth

ersfield, died in 1648, and was ſucceeded by the Revel

end Jonathan Ruſſel. ._

nmh THE Reverend Mr. Prudden departed this life in 1656,

and char- in the 56th year of his age. He was ſound dead in a

act" OF ſmall stream, between Milford and Derby. It was ſup

Pmddw poſed, that he fell from his horſe in a fit. Before he came

' into New-England, he was a preacher in Herefordſhire,

and in the parts bordering upon Wales. His ministry

' was attended with uncommon ſucceſs; and when he

came into this country, it ſeems, that many good people

followed him, that they might enjoy his pious and fer

vent miniſirations. He had the character of a most zeal

ous preacher, and of a man of an excellent ſpirit. He

had a ſingular talent for reconciling contending parties,

and maintaining peace amongbrethren and neighbours.

His ministry was conducted with prudence, and his

church enjoyed great harmony during his life, and re

joiced in his lightul

sneaflp HE was ſucceeded by Mr. Roger Newton, who re

cd by moved from Farmington, and was installed, at Milford,

Mr. New- August 22d, 1660. Hands were impoſed, at his instal

lon 1660- lation, by Zechariah Whitman, ruling elder, Deacon

]0hn Astwood, and Robert Treat, who were appointed

to that ſervice by the brotherhood.

Mn MR. Samuel Hooker, ſon of the famous Mr. Hooker

Hooker of Hartford, ſucceeded Mr. Newton at Farmington.

ordained He was ordained in July 1661.

THESE deaths were all before the charter. There
&ton. _ . .

were alſo a number of removals of ſome of the principal

ministers. 'ſhe Reverend Mr. Whitfield, after he had

 

* llis character may be ſeen more at large in the Magnalia,

B Ill.p.58-68.

'i His estate in this country was appraiſed at A;" : 18 :6.

He left a landed interest in England, at Edgton in Yorkſhire, valu

ed at £rzoo sterling, which is still enjoyed by ſome of his heire.

He had-two ſons. One of them, John Prudden,waa educated aſ

;" his dgctaſe, and graduated 'at Cambridge, 1668. He ſettled

n the mimflry,at Ncwark, in New-Jerſey. The other inherited

th ' 'JnÞalernal eſtate ; and their deſcendants are numerous, both In

nectlcat and New-Jerſey. i
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labored eleven years, with the people at Guilford, return- BOOK I."

ed again to England. Sometime in the year 1650, hew

took leave of his flock and congregation, and embarked Removal

\ for his native country. He was exceedingly beloved by Of Mn

his flock, and they accompanied him to the water's ſide Whitfield,

with many tears. He had a large ſamily oſnine children, 1650

whom he ſupported principally out oſ his own estate, as

most of his people were poor. He found that his estate

was much exhausted, and that he must still labor under

many and great inconveniences, iſ he continued in this

country ; and he had numerous and preſſing imitation'

to return to England. A combination of theſe circum

stances, at length, prevailed with him to leave his flock.

He was one oſ the wealthiest clergymen, who came into nium.

Comiecticut. Before he came into this country, he en- acter.

joyed one of the best church livings at Okely, in the

county of Surrey, and had a fine interest oſ his own. '

His charity was happily proportioned to his opu-lence.

While he was at Okely, he procured another pious and

able preacher, that he might go abroad and give aflistance

unto other churches and poor people. While he was in.

England, his houſe was a place ofreſort for the distreſſed.

Though he' was, for twenty years, a conſormist, yet his

houſe was a place of refrelhment for Mr. Cotton, Mr.

Hooker, Mr. Goodwin, and other pious nonconſormists.

After he came into New-England, he expended much of

his interest in aſiisting his poor people. He was a capital

preacher, delivering himſelf with a peculiar dignity,

beauty, and ſolemnity. After his return to England, he

appears to have finiſhed his life, in the ministry, at the

city ofWinchester.*

SEVERAL oſ the principal men returned to England

with Mr._ Whitfield z'particularly Mr. Samuel Deſbor

ough, Mr. Jordan, and others. Mr. Deſborough, after

his return, was made lord keeper oſ the great ſeal. and

one of the ſeven counſellors oſ the kingdom ofScotland.

 

* In conſequence of Mr. Whitfield" estate and exp'enſes,in

purchaſing and ſettling the plantation, and of Mr. Fenwick'a gift

of the eastern part ofthe townſhip to him, alarge portion oſthe

best lands in the town was allotted to him. On his return to Eng

land, he offered, upon very low term', to ſell all his lands to the

town. But the people were poor, and imagined they ſhould ſoon

follow their pastor, and neglected to purchaſe. Mr. Whitfield
therefore fold them to Major RobertiThompſoan England, by

Whoſe heirs_ they ha'e been helden, to the great damage oſ the

town, to this time.

l-'f-ÞU-ug l-Þ: ___-.-___V _ 7 .- \ A, H
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Boox I. MR. Higginſon continued his ministry, as teacher in

VW the church at Guilford, until about the year 1659, when,

upon the death of his father, he returned to Salem, and

ſucceeded him in the pastoral office, over the church m

. that town.
Mn. William Hook, who, ſor about fourteen years,had

Mr' been teacher in the church at New-Haven, about the

ZZJLR' year 1655, returned to England. Mr. Eaton and Mr.

1655_ Hook have been repreſented as men of great learning and

piety, and as poſſeſſing excellent pulpit talents. A wri

ter of Mr. Eaton's character ſays, U He was a very holy

45 man, a perſon of great learning and judgment, and a

" most inCQmparable preacher." He diſſented from Mr.

Davenport, with reſpect to his strict terms and form of

civil government. His brother, Governor Eaton, there
fore adviſed him to a removal. ſi After his return, he be

came pastor ofa church at Duekenficld, in the pariſh of

Stockport, in Cheſhirc. Mr. Hook, after his return, was

ſometime minister at Axmouth in Devonſhire ; and then

master of the Savoy on the Strand, near London', and.

chaplain to the greatest man then in the nation. After

the restoration, he was ſilenced for nonconſormity, May

24th1662. On the 21st of March 1667, he died in the

vicinity of London. Mr. Eaton was a companion with

him in tribulation'; for ſoon after the restoration of King

Charles the ſecond, he was ſilenced, and ſuffered perſecu

tion ſor conſcience ſake.

THE Rcverend Mr. Blynman, after he had labored a

Mſ Piſa' bout ten years in the ministry at New-London," in 1658,

my;" removed to New-Haven. After a ſhort stay in that town,

3653_ he took ſhipping and returned to England. He lived to

a good old age', and, at the city of Bristol, happily con

cluded a long life, ſpent in doing good.

_ Ma. Nicholas Street ſucceeded Mr. Hook, as teacher

m the Church at New-Haven, about the year 1659.

And Mr. Blynman was ſuceeeded in office, at New-Lon

don, by Mr. Gerſhom Bulkley, from Concord in Maſſa

chuſetts.

Divifion' THE first ministers in the colonies being thus dead, or

in the femffl'ed, and a new generation riſen hh hat. . _ , __ up,w ohad notall
iirruiori L'llzblbzd ihc ſentiments and ſpirit oſ their pious fathers,

.b eſrha. lous. wist? mſisted on With reſpect to church mem

mcgſeiip, Tſcrplme, and baptiſm -, and great diſſenſion.

"Hartfo'i-dt (ifluſſhes' They began first in the church at

The origi, many Years after Mr. Hooker's deceaſe.

n Of them appears to have been a difference be
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tween the Reverend Mr. Stone andffldr. Goodwin, the BOOK I.

ruling elder, in the church, upon ſome nice points ofcon- VW

gregationaliſm. It ſeems that ſome member had been

admitted, or baptiſm administcred, which Elder Good

win conceived to be inconſistent with. the rights ofthe

brotherhood, and the strict principles of the congrega

tional churches. Perhaps he imagined himſelf not to

have been properly conſulted and regarded. Not only

this church became divided and inflamed with the contro

Verſy, but it ſpread into almost all the neighbouring

churches. Theyinterested themſelves in the controver-o

ſy, ſome taking one ſide, and ſome another, as their con

nections, prejudices, and particular ſentiments led them.

The whole colony became affected with the diſpute, and

the general court particularly interested themſelves in the

aflair. The brethren in the church, at Hartford, became

ſo inflamed and imbibed ſuch prejudices and uncharitable

feclings one towards another, that it was with great dif

ficulty, they could be perſuaded to walk together. To

prevent an entire diviſion of the church, it appears, that

about the years 1654 and [655, ſeveral councils of the

neighbouring elders and churches were called, to com

poſe the differences between the parties. They labored

to ſatisfy them with reſpect to the points in controverſy.

But the brethren, at Hartford, imagined, that all the el

ders and churches, in Connecticut and New-Haven, were

prejudiced in favor of one party or the other, and there

fore they would not hear their advice. For this reaſon,

it was judged expedient to 'call a council from the other

colonies. Sometime in the year 1656, it ſeems, a num

ber of elders and churches from Maſſachuſetts came to

Hartford, and gave their opinion and advice to the church

and the aggrieved brethren. But it appears, that, in the

apprehenſion of the aggrieved, the church did not com

ply with the reſult. The state of the church therefore

was no better than it was before, but the parties became

more alienated and imbittered. Elder Goodwin was

joined by Governor Webster, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Cullick,

and other principal gentlemen, at Hartford, who were

leaders, in what they imagined to be a defence of the true

principles of congregationaliſm.

MEANWHXLB there was a strong party, in the colony

of Connecticut, who were for admitting all perſons of a

regular life to full communion in the churches, upon

their making a profeſſion of the christian religion, with.

out any enquiry with reſpect. to a change of heart; and
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I

Boox I. for treating all baptized perſons as members of the church.

wSome carried the affair still further, and inſisted, that all

perſons, who had been members of churches, in Eng

land, or had been members of regular eccleſiastical pariſh

es there, and ſupported the public worſhip, ſhould be al

lowed to enjoy the privileges of members in full com

munion in the churches oſ Connecticut. They alſo in

ſisted, that all baptized perſons, upon owni'ng the cove

nant, as it was called, ſhould have their children baptized,

though they came not to the Lonn's table.

Nunnens of them took this Opportunity to introduce

into the aſſembly a list of grievances, on the account of

their being denied their just rights and privileges by the

ministers and churches. A diſpute had ariſen, in the

churches and congregations, relative to the choice oſ a

pastor. It was urged, that it did not belong to the

churches ſolely to c iooſe the pastor for themſelves and

the congregation ; but,' as the inhabitants in general had

an equal concern ſor themſelves and their children, with

the members of the church, in the qualifications of their

pastor, and as they were obliged to contribute their pro

portion to his ſupport, they had a just right to give their

voice in his election. The denying them this right was

conſidered as a great grievance. Many of the churches,

and ſome or other of the members in all of them, it ſeems,

maintained, that the choice of a pastor belonged to them

ſolcly, excluſive of the congregation : That there was no

ſcripture example of any perſon's ever giving a ſuffrage,

in the choice of a pastor, but members of the church t

That pastors were ordained over the churches only, and

were termed the elders, pastors, and angels ' of the

churches. I't appears, by the acts of the aſſembly and

the questions propoſed, that theſe, and a number of other

points,were now warmly agitated in the colony.

un, t ' THE general state of the country 'was greatly altered

n from what it was at its first ſettlement. The people then

the con: were generally church members and eminently pious.

ny. They loved strict religion, and followed their ministers in

to the wilderneſs ſor its ſalte. But with many of their

Reaſon of children, and with Others who had, ſince emigrated into

[he duren. this country, it was not ſo. They had made no open

fioua. profeſſion of religion, and their children were not bapti

zed. This created uneaſineſs in them, in their ministers,

and others. They wiſhed for the honors and privileges

eſchurch members for themſelves, and baptiſm for their

chddre'n,but they were not perſuaded that they were re- '
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generated, and knew not how to comply with the' rigid Book I.

terms of the congregational churches. A conſiderable WV'
number of the clergy and the churches in general zeale ct

.ouſly oppoſed all innovations, and exerted themſelves to

maintain the first 'practice and purity of the churches.

Hence the diſſenſions aroſe.

THE general court, it ſeems, with a view to reconcile The court

the church at Hartſord, and to_ compoſe difficulties, of Gon

which were generally riſing in the colony, at their ſcſlions Pledget"

in May 1656, took the affair into their ſerious confidera- is: offict

tion. They appointed a committec, conſisting of Govcr- general

nor chster, Deputy governor Welles, Mr. Cullick, and courts for .

Mr. Talcott, all oſ Hartſord, to conſult with the elders of adv'c"

the colony, reſpecting the grievances complained oſ 5 HZZJ-sſh

and to deſire their allistance, in making a 'draught of the

heads of them, that they might be preſented to gene

ral courts of the United colonies, for their advice. The

general courts were deſired to give their anſwers with as

much expedition as poſſible. A

WHlLr-z the churches were thus divided, they were a

larmed by the appearance oſ the Walter?" A number of

them arrived, at Boston, in July and August, and had

been committed to the common gaol. A great number

oftheir books had been ſeized with a view to burn them.

In conſequence of their arriVal, and the disturbance they

had made, at Boston, the commiflioners of the United Reflu

colonies, at their court in Septembcr, recommended it to 2332ic

the ſeveral general courts, V That all Walters, Ranters, "one" *

and other notorious heretics, ſhould be prohibited eom- reſpecting

ing into the United colonies; and that, if aniy ſhould the Ala

come, or ariſe amongst them, they ſhould be orthwith V"

ſecured, and removed out of all the juriſdictions."

IN conſormity to this reeommendation, the general Law of

court of Connecticut, in October, paſſed the following Conne?"

act. u That no town, within this juriſdiction, ſhall en- fitffizst

" tertain any Wakers, Ranters, Adamites, or ſuch like [gem Uct,

6' notorious heretics, nor ſuffer them to continue in 1656.

't them above the ſpace of fourteen days, upon the pen

" alty of five pounds per week, for any town entertain

" ing any ſuch perſon : But the townſmen ſhall give no

" tioe to the two next magistrates, or aſiistants, who ſhall

a have power to ſend them to priſon, for ſecuring them,

t' until they can conveniently be ſent out oſ the juriſdic

 

' Records ofthe United colonies.

R r
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Boox I. " tion. It is alſo ordered, .thbat nofrplazterdgf zxyſſſellaſlliizli

w a land any ſuch heretics , ut 1_ y ,f h 1 n

" Compelled to tranſport them again out o t_ e ſ(fostoſ y,

U by any two magistratcs or affiflants, at then' r' det

'* ting ſail from the port where they landed them , ſu\

'5 ring which time, the aſſistant or magiſtrate ſhall ce

" them ſecured, upon penalty of twenty pounds for any

" master of any veſſel, that ſhall not tranſport them as a

" foreſaid."' . _

THE court at New--H;wen paſſed a ſimilarlaw. In

1658 both courts made an addition to this law, increaſing

the penalties and prohibiting all converſation of the com

mon people with any of thoſe heretics, and all perſonsf

from giving them any entertainment, upon the penalty o A

five pounds. The law however was of ſhort contmuancefl

and nothing oſ importance appears to have been tranſact

ed upon it, in either oſ the colonies. v _

Mzſſachw UPON the repreſentations made of the heads oſ griev

ſcm and ance, which had been matter of complaint, to the general

Conntcti' courts of the conſederate colonies, the court of Maſſachu

cul ap' ſetts adviſed to a general council, and ſent letters to the

POAZZJ. other courts, ſignifying their opinion. The general court

ggunch of New-Haven wrote an anſwer to the grievances, and to

the questions propoſed reſpecting them. They ſuppoſed

it ſufficient. The general court of Connecticut, never

Feb-X657- theleſs, on the 26th oſ February 1657, detcxmaned to

have a general council. They appointed Mr. Warham,

Mr. Stone, Mr. Blynman, and Mr. Ruſſel, to meet the

elders, who ſhould be delegated from the other colonies,

at BOstono the next June -, and to affist in debating the

questions propoſed by the general court of Connecticut',

or any of the other courts, and report the determination

- of the council-to the general court.

THF. church at Hartſord "continuing their contentions,

the court directed the eld
ers, who were going to Boſton,

to confer with the ſeveral ministers in the Maſſachuſetts,

who had been of the council, relative to the circumstarr;

ces (If that ChUTClh and to deſire them to come to Con

. IFhctlcm, aſld [live their affistance in council at Hartford.

ſo e court alſo directed the church there to ſend for the

rmer council -
pardon] _ , and with the letters miſlivc, to (tate the

Were n its) l_n the advice oſ the council, With which they

py as t: FmSth- lf_ 'his council ſhould not be ſo hap

give them ſatisfaction, then they were directed

I

_ Rccords of Connecticu
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vto invite Mr. Sherman of Watertown, and-ſeveral other

ministers from the Maſſaehuſetts, to make a viſit at Hart

ford, and attempt the healing of the breach made in the

church there.

Govnnuoa Webster, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Steel diſ

ſenred from the reſolution of the aſſembly, and declared,

in open court, that it did not appear to them, that the

meaſures, adopted bythe court, were any where directed

by the divine word, or calculated to restore peace to the

churches. They appear to have been of the aggrieved

brethren at Hartford, and ſatisfied with the reſult of the

former council, to which the church, in their apprehen

ſions, did not ſubmit. The doubtleſs judged it more a

greeable to ſcripture and realm, and eſpecially to the prin

ciples of congregational churches, to chooſe a council for

Boox I.

VV'V

Governor

Webner

a nd oth

ers diſſent.

themſelves, when they ſhould judge it expedient, than _

to have one impoſed upon them, by legiſlative authority.

THE general court, at New-Haven, were utterly op

poſed to a general council; and upon receiving a letter

from the Maſſachuſetts, inviting them to ſend a number

of their elders to affist in the council, they, in a long letter,

remonstrated against it, and excuſed themſelves from

ſending any of their ministers. They repreſented, that

the petition and questions, exhibited to the general court

of Connecticut, were unwarrantably procured, and of

dangerous tendency: That they heard the petitioners

were confident, that they ſhould obtain great alterations

both in civil government and vchurch diſcipline: That

they had engaged an agent to prove, 5' That pariſhes, in

U England, conſenting to and continuing meetings to

'ſ worſhip GOD, were true churches," and that the mem

bers of thoſe pariſhes, coming into New-England, had a

right to all church privileges ; though they made no pro

feſſion of a work of faith and holineſs upon their hearts.

They expreſſed their apprehenſions, that a general council,

at that time, would endanger the peace and purity of the

churches. They acquainted the general court of Maſſa

chuſetts, that they had ſent an anſwer to all the queſ

tions, propoſed to the court of Connecticut; and that it

was their Opinion, that the legiflature and elders of that

colony were ſufficient to determine all thoſe points with

out any aſſistance from abroad. They obſerved t'iat, on

account of the removal of Mr. Whitſield and Mr. Hook,

and the late death of Mr. Prudden, their elders could not

be ſpared. With their letter, they ſent the anſwers,

which they had given to the questions to be dcbatcd, and

Court of

New Ha

ven op

poſe a_

conned.
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BOOK I. they intreated the court and their elders ſeriouſly to con

VV'V ſider them. They deſired, that, as the court had formed

questions

p-opoſed

to the

general

council,

June 165 7.

- bound to baptize the viii

their civil polity and laws upon the divine word, and as

the elders and churches had gathered and received then'

diſcipline from the ſame, they would exert themſelves to

preſerve them'inviolable. They obſerved, that, conſider

ing the state of affairs, in C'on'necticut, unleſs the gene

ral court of Maſſachuſetts ſhould firmly adhere tothen constitution, and the council lhould have the dtvme

preſence with them, their meeting might be of the most

unhappy conſequence to the churches. Conſidering *

how ſoon the church at Epheſus, though famous fo'f heſ

first love, declined and was forſaken oſ her Shnom'bthef]

inſisted, that there was great occaſion of watChſhlflC 3

and prayer, lest the churches of New-England ſhould de

cline aſter her example.*

THE colonics of Connecticut and Maſſachuſetts per-filt

ed in calling a general council.

THE questions propoſed for diſcuſſion, as they stand up

on the records, are the following.

1 . WHETHER federal holineſs, or covenant interest, be

not the proper ground of baptiſm ?

2- H ETHER communion of churches, as ſuch', bo

not Warrantable by the word of GOD. P

3. NVHETHER the adult ſeed of viſible beli'evers, not

cast out, be not true members, and ſubjects of church

watch P

4. WHETHER ministerial officers are not as tial!

_ ble diſciples of Christ, providen
nally ſettled amongst them, as officiall'y to preach the'

word P '

5- VVHETHER the ſet
tled ' h b' ' .beng members of Other m a 'tants of the counfſl"

d _ churches, ſhould have their child
"in bent-zed amongst us, without themſelves first Order

ly jommg m churches here ? A

HETHER memberſhip, in aparticular instituted

church be not fl- - _ X V i
emith Lo bapflchzntmlly requtfite, under the goſpel) to

_7. WHETHER ado ted ch-ld , ' . _ i b u hl

WithVrſnoney are coVeiiant ſeledzcn and ſheh as a" o g

. a ETHZTZtLhmgs ney' and weighty mgy be managed,

frazl O-Ut concul'rence of officers, and cona

e rnltY Ofthc ſame charch ? And' .

deem'd' Of New-Haven .
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of'eor'r'ſmdn concernment, then how far the conſent of Boox I.

neighbouring churches is to be ſought P

9. WHETHER it doth not belong to the body of a

town, collectively taken, jointly to call him to be their

minister, whom the church ſhall chooſe to be their

officer ? '

to. WHETHBR the political and external administra

tion of Abraham's covenant be not obligatory to goſpel

churches ? '

11. UNTO whom ſhall ſuch perſons repair, that are

grieved at any church proceſs or cenſure ; or whether

they must acquicſce in the church's cenſure to which

they' belong ?

12. WHETHER the laying on of hands in ordination

belong to preſbyte'rs or brethren ?
13. WH ETſiHER the church, her invitntion 'and election

of an Office'r, or preaching elder, neceſſitates the whole

congregatiOn to ſit down ſatisfied, as bound thereby to

accept him as their minister, though invited and ſettled

WithOut the town's Conſent ?

14. WHAT is the goſpel Way to gather and ſetth

churches ?

1 5. FROM whom do ministers receive their commiſiion

to baptize P

16. WHETHER a ſynod hath a deciſive po'wer ?

17. WHETHER it be not justifiablc, by the word of

GOD, that civil authority indulge congregational and

prePſbyterian churches, and their diſcipline in the church

es

I; appears, by the records, that ſeveral other questions

were propoſed, but theſe are all which are to be found

Upon them. They stand in the ſame order in which they

are here inſerted.

THE council convened at Boston, June 4th '6;7, and

after a ſeffion ofa little more than a fortnight, gave an e

laborate anſwer to twenty-one questions. The elders

frOm Connecticut brought back an authentic copy of the

reſult of the council, and preſented it to the general

court, at a ſeſiion on the 12th of August. The court or

dered, that copies ſhould be' ſent forthwith to all the

'churches in the colony 3 and iſ any of them ſhould have

objections againstthe anſwers which had been given, they

were directed to tranſmit them to the general court, at

the ſeflion in October.

i Record: ofConneaicut.

\'*Y*N{

Council a'

Boston

June4th

165 7.
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BOOK I,

K/W

Anſwer to

the queſ

tion reſ

pecting

baptiſm,

8: church

member

ſhip.

THE anſwers were afterwards printed, in London, un

der the title of " A diſputation concerning church mem

" hers and their children." Several of the questions in

volve each other. The principal one was that reſpecting

baptiſm and church memberſhip. An anſwer to this, in

effect, anſwered a conſiderable part of the other questions.

With reſpect to this they aſſerted, and learned pains were

taken to prove, U That it was the duty of infants, who

" confederated in their parents, when grown up unto

U years of diſcretion, though not fit for the Loan's ſup

U per, to own the covenant the made with their Parents,

" by entering thereinto, in their own perſons ; and it is

' the duty of the churches to call upon them for the per

formance thereof, and if being called upon, they ſhall

refuſe the performance oſ this great duty, or other

wiſe continue ſcandalous they are liable to be cenſured

for the ſame by the church. And in caſe they under.

stand the ground oſ religion, and are not ſcandalous,

and ſolemnly own their covenant in their own perſons,

wherein they give up themſelves and their children un

" to the LORD, and deſire baptiſm for them, we ſee no;

" ſufficient cauſe to deny baptiſm unto their children."

THE anſwer to this question was, in effect, an anſwer

to the other reſpecting the right of towns to vote in the

election of ministers ; for if they were all members oſ the

'church by baptiſm, and under its diſcipline, they, doubt

leſs, had a right to vote with the church in the election of

their pastor. Indeed there was no proper ground of diſ

tinction between them and the church. Hence, it ſeems,

the anſwer to that question was to this effect, N That

ſ' though it was the right of the brotherhood to chooſe

fl their 1 astor, and though it was among the arts oſ Anti

" Christ to deprive them oſ this power, yet they ought to

" have . ſpecial regard to the baptized, y the covenant

*' of G D, under their watch."

THL deciſions of the council do not appear to have had

any influence to reconcile, but rather to inflame the

churches.

A NUMBER of ministers, and the churches pretty gen

erally, viewed this as a great innovation, and entirely in

xconſistent with the principles on which the churches of

New-England were originally founded, and with the

principles of Congregationaliſm.

_F-_.*

' Magnalia, B. V. p. 63.
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THE church at Hartford, and the aggrieved brethren, Boort I.

instead of being ſatisfied and reconciled, appeared to bew '

thrown into a state of greater alienation and animoſityz

The aggrieved ſoon after withdrew from Mr. Stone and

the church, and were about forming an union with the

church at Wethersfield. Among the aggrieved were

Governor Webster, Mr. Goodwin, ruling elder in the'

church, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Bacon, principal men both

in the church and town. Mr. Stone and the church

were proceeding with them in a courſe of diſcipline.

IN this ſtate of their affairs, the general court, interpo- x65s.

ſed, and paſſed an act, prohibiting the'church at Hart

ford, to proceed any further in a courſe of diſcipline of

the members, who had withdrawn from their commun

ion, and thoſe members to join with the church at Weth

ersfield, or any other church, until further attempts

ſhould be made, for their reconciliation with their breth

ren. By the act it appears, that the churches in the colo

ny were generally affected with the diſpute, at Hartford,

and viewed it as a common cauſe, with reſpect to all the

congregationa] churches. It exhibits, in ſo strong a point

of light, the authority, which the general court imagined

they had a right to exerciſe over the churches, and the

ſpirit of thoſe times, as to merit a place in this history.

It is in the following words.

ff Tr-us court orders, in reference to the ſad difficul- Act of the

" ties that are broken out in the ſeveral churches in this Smtſi]

" colony, and in ſpecial, betwixt the church at Hartford EYHQZL

4' and the withdrawers -, and to prevent further trouble: icuz

'ſ and ſad conſequences, that may enſue from the premill March rr,

" es to the whole commonwealth, that there be, from 1553

* henceforth, an utter ceſſation of all further proſecution,

fl either on the church's part at Hartford, towards the

'U withdrawers from them ; and, on the other part, that

" thoſe, that have withdrawn from the church, at Hart

" ford, ſhall make a ceſſation in proſecuting their former

" propoſitions to the church at Wcthersfield, or any oth

'.' er church, in reference to theirjoining there, in church

" relation, until the matters, in controverſy betwixt the

" church at Hartford and the withdrawn members, be

" brought to an iſſue, in that way the court ſhall de

" termine."

THE court, having deſired the elders of the colony to

meet them, and aflist in adopting ſome meaſures by which

the diviſions in the churches, and eſpecially in that at

Hattſord, might be healed, adjoumcd about a fortnight._.
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BOOK I. IT met again on the 24th of March. Whether the el

w ders met with them, or not, does n0t appear; but the

Advice of advice of the aſſembly, at this time, was that Mr. Stone,

the court with the church and brethren who had withdrawn,

Hard' 44' ſhould meet together; and, in a private conference, if

May zoth

'658.

.66

poſſible, agree upon ſome terms by which they mightbe

reconciled. Governor NVelles and deputy governor Win

throp were appointed to mect with them, and employ

their wiſdom and influence to make peace.

lT ſeems, that the church did not comply with this ad

vice; or iſ there were any meeting of the parties, no

thing was done to effect an accommodation. It appears,

that Mr. Stone viewed the withdrawn brethren as in the

hands of the church at Hartford, and the matters to be

determined as not lying before any council or the gene

ral court. And he would not admit, that he, or the

church had counteracted the advice of the former coun

cil. He therefore, at the ſeſiion in May, petitioned,

that the ſubſequent propoſitions might be entered upon

the records of the colony, and that the withdrawn breth

nen,or ſome perſon whom they ſhould appoint, would

diſpute them with him in the preſence of the court.

r. a THE former council, at Hartford, June 56, is

utterly cancelled and of no force.

2. " THERE is no violation of the last agreement,

(made when-the reverend elders of the Maſſachuſetts

were here,) either by the church of CHRiST at Hart

ford, or their teacher. '

3. 5' Tar. withdrawn brethren have offered great vio

lence to the forementioned agreement.

4- " THe withdrawn brethren are members of the

church of CHRlST at Hartſord.

5- " THEIR withdrawing from the church is a ſin ex

eceding ſcandalous and dreadful, and of its own 'na

ture destructive to this and other churches.

0 6. " THE controverſy between the church'of CHRrsT

a r Hartford, and the wrthdrawn perſone, is not in the

and: of the churches, to be determined by them."*

I U SAMUEL STONE."

th T does not appear that the court gave their conſent,_

as: tlhc propoſit'ons ſhould be diſputed before them, or

affliſifz Tacted any thing, at this court, reſpecting the

t e church, or the brethren who had withdraw.

_* R "94.uffl'd' ofconngctigu,

(ſ

(I

't

I'

't

U
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' BUT at a ſeſlion, in August, they infisted, that the Boox I.
ſi church and aggrieved brethren ſhould meet together, ac- K/W

cording to their former advice, and debate their difficul- August

ties amon themſelves, and that the points in cantroverv 1801

ſy ſhould e clearly stated.

AT this time, a complaint was exhibited against Gov

ernor Vlebster, Mr. Cullick, elder Goodwin and others,

who had withdrawn from their brethren. But the court

Would not hear it, at that time. It ordered, that, if the

church and brethren would not agree to meet together

and debate their differences among themſelves, each par

tyſhould chooſe three as indifferent elders as could be _ ,

found; who ſhould afford all the light and aſiistance in

their power, towards ſettling the differences according to

the divine oracles; and that both parties ſhould peacea

bly ſubmit to their advice. If either of the arties ſhould

refuſe to make choice of three gentlemen, or the deſign

propoſed, the court determined to chooſe for them. The

church rejected the propoſal, and the court choſe Mr.

Cobbett, Mr. Mitchel, and Mr. Danforth for them. For

a reſerve, if either ſhould ſail, Mr. Brown was choſen.

The aggrieved brethren choſe Mr. Davenport, Mr. Nor

ton, and Mr. Fitch; and as a reſerve, Mr. Street. The

council were to meet on the I7th of Scptember. ,

THE church, it ſeems, would not ſend for the council,

and ſo it did riot convene.

AT a ſeſſion of the general court, the nekt year, March Reſolu.

9th 1659, it was determined, that, as its past'labors, to tion of

promote unanimity, at Hartford, had been frustrated, ible. call"

by the non-compliance of the parties, the ſecretary, in fchngff

the name of the court, ſhould deſire the elders, who had March 9.

been formerly appointed, to meet at Hartford on the 3d 1659.

of June ſucceeding, and afford their affistance in healing

the breach, which had been made there. It was alſo e

nactcd, that the church, at Hartſord, and the brethren

who had withdrawn, ſhould jointly bear the expenſes of

the former council, and of making proviſion for that

which had been then appointed.

THE council conſistcd of the elders and churches of June3

Boſlon, Cambridge, Charlestown,Ipſwich, Dedham, and 1659. _

Sudbury. They convened according to appointment, Wane"

and were abundant in their labors to ſoftcn the minds Linian"

and conciliate the affections of the parties; and though '

they did not effect a reconciliation, yet they brought the

brethren much nearer together than they had been, and

S 3



Boon I. leſt the church and town in a better state than they had

vw en'o ed for ears before.
JOYN the 1 syth of June, the court convened, and petcei'

ing the good effects of this council, deſired the ſame

gentlemen to meet again, at Hartſord, on the r9th of

Auguſi. Upon the choice and deſire of the brethren

who had withdrawn, the Reverend John Sherman, and

the church at Watertown, and the elder and church at

>Dorchester were alſo invited to come with them.

THE general court, in this state of the controverſy, or

dered the heads of the complaint, which had been exhib

ited against the withdrawn brethren, to be drawn up and

ſent to them, and they were required to appear before the

court, in October, and anſwer to them. The church

agreed to the whcle council, and the brethren aggrieved,

to ſeven of them. The general court ordered, that both

parties ſhould ſubmit to the judgment of the council,"

and that it ſhould be a final iſſue.

THE. council corwened again, at Hartford, and ſo far

compoſed the difficulties which had ſo long ſubfified, a'

to prevent a ſeparation at that time. Some of the capi.

tal characters were ſoon removed into the land of ſilence,

where all an-imoſities are forgotten. Mr. Cullick removed

to Boston, and aconſiderable number removed to Hadley.

By theſe means, the church was restored to a tolerable

state of peace and brotherly affection t but it was viewed,

by ſome of its own members and others, as having, in

ſome degree, departed from the strict principles of the

first congregation-al churches in New-England; and ſeems

afterwards, to have divided nearly on the ſame grounds.

Docron Mather, in his Magnalia, repreſents, that it

gz'g: Of was difficult, even at the time_of 'the controverſy, to find

"waſh what were the preaſe points in diſpute. Indeed, what

the part'eular act or ſentlment m Mr. Stone or the church

WIS' which gave elder Condwin diſgust, and began the

diſſenſion' does nffl fully appeal'- Nothing however is

more evident, from the questions propounded, which in

appears were drawn by the very heads of the parties, and

by the gentlemen choſen by the diſ-affected brethren, and

rejected lzy ſhe churchnl an that the whole controverſy reſ.

pected the quaiifications for baptiſm, church memberſhip,

and the rights of the brotherhood. Mr. Stone's ideas of

congfegationaliſm appear to have bordered more on reſ

Yaenaniſm, and leſs on independence, than thoſe of the

a; cgſi'mfierfi in the Country m general. His deſinition

- grcgmonaſiſmz was: *' That it Was a ſpeaking

They in the face of a ſilent Democracy."
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Tm: Hartſord controverſy was, for its circumstances, Boox I.

duration, and obstinacy, the molt remarkable of any in VW

its day. It affected all the churches, and inſinuated it- L"'£}ffl;

ſelf into all the affairs of ſocieties, towns, and the whole Ille-ward

commonwealth. Doctor Mather, in his figurative man- remarkz.

ner of deſcription, ſays, " From the fire of the altar, blc in it'

V there iſſued thunderings, and lightnings, and earth- daY

" quakes, through the colony." This was conſidered

as much more remarkable, as the church, at Hartford,

had been famous for its instruction, light, gifts, peace,

and brotherly love. It had been viewed as-one of the

principal churches in New-England. Its diſſenſions were

a ground of great ſorrow to all the good people in the

country. Extraordinary were the pains taken, by the

principal characters in New-England, to heal them.

THE commiſſioners of the United colonies, in Sep- Letter

tcmber 1656, wrote them a friendly and pacific letter on from the

the ſubject. They ſay, u We have, with much ſorrow cſnmmlſ- i

of heart, heard of your difference', and that the means tanfiſizlfd

attended hitherto, for compoſing them, have proved inef- coloni a,

fectual. We cannot but be deeply ſenſible of the ſad ef

fects and dreadful conſequences of diſſenſions, heighten

ed and increaſed in a church of ſuch eminence for light

and love." They repreſented to them, that though all

the churches ſympathized with them, yet the themſelve'

would be ſure, in the firſt place, to feel the mart. They

most earneſtly exhorted them not on] to be exceedingly

cautious of all further provccations, hot to employ all

their wiſdom and exertions for a reconciliation. They

intreated them, not ro ſuffer any diſc0urngements to pre.

vail with them, to makea ſeparation and ſcarter abroad.*

THE churches in Connecticut and New-Haven labored

to harmonize their view: and affections and to make

peace. The ministers in Maſſachuſetts were ſo affected

with their circumstances, that they offered to make I

journey to Connecticut, to attempt their reconciliation.

The long and repeated journeys they made, and the inde

ſatigable labors they employed to compoſe their difficul

ties, exhibited a noble ſpirit oſ benevolencc, and a zeal

for the peace and proſperity of Zion. They not only

merited the grateful acknowledgments of the people, at

Hartſord, but of the'colony in general.

THE proclamation for a public thankſgiving, in No. _

vember, recognized the ſucceſs of the council, in compoz

I Record' of the United colonic'.
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ſing the difficulties, at Hartford, as an event demanding

public joy and praiſe.

THE church at Wethersfield interested themſelves in

the diſpute at Hartford, and became divided and conten

tious. Some of the brethren exhibited a complaint to

the court against Mr; Ruſſel, for joining with the church

in excommunicating one oſ the brethren, as it was al

letlged, without giving him a copy of the complaint ex

hibited against him, and without acquainting him with

his crime. The general court ordered, that Mr. Ruſſel

ſhould be reproved, for acting contrary to the uſage of

the churches. The brethren were divided with reſpect

to their church state. Some inſisted, that they were no

church, becauſe they had never been gathered according

to goſpel order; or iſ they had been a church, that the

members of it had moved away in ſuch a manner, as had

destroyed its very existence. Many were inviolably at'

Ephori to Mr. Ruſſel, while others ſtrenuouſly oppoſed

im.

IN this state of affairs, the general court appointed the

elders and churches of Hartford and Windſor, a council

to hear the difficulties which had ariſen in the church and

town. But the parties could not be reconciled. Mr.

Ruſſel removed to Hadley, where he and a number of hie

warm friends, from Hartford and WVethersfield, planted

n new town and church. The general court reſolved,

that a church had been regularly gathered at Wethers

field, by the conſent of the general court and approbation

oſ neighbouring elders', and that, though divers of the

members had removed to other places, yet the brethren

there were the true and undoubted church of Wethcrs

field, and ſo to be accounted, notwithstanding any thing

which did appear. Thus terminated the controverſyz

and Mr. Bulkley, in 1666, removed from New-London,

and ſneeeedcd Mr. Ruſſel in the pastoral office. The

ſame year, Mr. Simon Bradstreet, from Charlestown,

came to New-London, and took the paſtoral charge Of

the church there.

ABOUT the time of Mr. Ruſſel's removal from &Veth

ers-held, the minds of the people at Middletown bccame

alienated from Mr. Stow, who appears to have been the

first miniſter in that town. A committee of ministers

End Cwſhansy appointed by the general court, diſmiſſed

im on th i '
wan-13 him: account of the evil temper of the PffiPle to?

'

__' ._ qifi. --__
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MANY Of the ministers and ofthe people in the coun- BOOK I.

try were for extending baptiſm, according to the deter- VW

mination of the general council, in 1657 5 but thc chur- '

ches were ſo generally and warmly oppoſed to it, that it

could not be effected without a ſynod. As this and the

conſmiation of churches were ſavorite points, which a

large number of the clergy and principal civilians, in Maſ

ſachuſetts and Connecticut, wiſhed to carry, the general

court of Maſſachuſetts appointed a ſynod of all the min

isters in that colony, to deliberate and decide on thoſe

points. The questions propoſed were, '

t. WHO are the ſubjects of baptiſm ?

2. WHETHER, according to the word of GOD, there

ought to be a conſociation of churches?

THE council met at Boston, in September 1662. Their Synod

anſwer to the first question was ſubstantially the ſame 1602.

with that given by the council in 165 7.

THE! declared, " That church members, who were Its "ſouk

fl admitted in minority, understanding the doctrine Of tionm

U faith and publicly profeffing their aſſent thereunto, not

iſ ſcandalous in life, and ſolemnly owning the covenant

" before the church, wherein they give up themſelves and

V children to the LORD, and ſubject themſelves to the

" government of CHRlST in his church, their children

" are to be baptized." They further reſolved, fl That

" the members Of orthodox churches, being ſound in the

" faith, and not ſcandalous in life, and preſenting due

" testimony thereof, theſe occaſionally coming from

" one church to another, may have their children baptir

V zed in the church whither they came, by virtue of

4' communion of churches." They alſo gave their opin

ion in favor of the conſociation of churches.

Howavan the council were not unanimous; ſeveral The are

learned and pious men protested against the determina- oppzſht

tion relative to baptiſm. The Reverend Charles

Chauncey, preſident of Harvard college, Mr. increaſe

Mather, afterwards Doctor in divinity, Mr. Mather of

Northampton, and others, were warmly in the op

poſition. Preſident Chauncey wrote a tract against

the reſolution reſpecting baptiſm, entitled Antiſynoda

lia. Mr. Increaſe Mather alſo wrote in oppoſition to

the council. Mr. Davenport and all the ministers in the

colony of New-Haven, and numbers in Connecticut,

were against the reſolutions. Mr. Davenport wrote a

gainst them. The churches were more generally oppo

cd to them, than the clergy.
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THE general _e0urt of Connecticut took no notice of

the ſynod, nor of the diſpute, but leſt the elders and

churches at liberty to act their own ſentiments. They

were attempting to form an union with New-Haven, and

as the ministers and churches of that colony were unan

imous in their oppoſition to the ſynod, they, probably,

judged it impolitic, at that time, to act any thing relative

to theſe eccleſiastical points.

Wr-rruz the churches were agitated with theſe diſputes,

another of their original lights was extinguiſhed. Mr.

Stone expired July noth 1663.- He had his edueation

at Emmanuel college, in the Univerſity of Cambridge.

He was eminently pious and exemplary; abounded in

ſastings and prayer, and was a most striCt obſervcr of

the christian ſabbath. Preparatory to this he labored to

compoſe himſelf on Saturday evening, to the most heav

enly views and exerciſes, and was careful not to ſpeak I

word, which was not grave,-ſerious, and adapted to the

ſolemnity. He ſpent much time, on this evening, in

the instruction of his family, commonly delivering t'

them the ſermon which he deſigned to preach on the

morrow, or ſome other, which might be best calculated

for theirinstruction and ediſication. His ſermons were

doctrinal, replete with ſentiment, concifely and cloſely

applied. He was esteemed one of the most accurate and

acute diſputants of his day. He was celebrated for his

great wit, pleaſantry, and good humour. His company

was courted by all gentlemen of learning and ingenuity,

who had the happineſs of an acquaintance with him.

ALL the ministers, who illuminated the first churches,

in Connecticut and New-Haven, except Mr. Warham

and Mr. Davenport, had now finiſhed their courſe, or.

returned to England; and most of their brethren, who

compoſed the first churches, ſlept with them in the dust.

The first governors and magistrates were no more.

THE next year, the general court of Connecticut came

to a refolve, with a view to enforce the reſolution of the

ſynod, upon the churches in Connecticut. It was in the

words following.

'i Tr-rrs court understanding, by a writing preſented to

them, from ſeveral perſons of this colony, that they

are aggrieved, that they are not entertained in church

fellowſhip, this court, having duly conſidered the ſame,

deſiring, that the rules of Cmusr may be attended, do

2 commend it to the ministers and churches in this col

__ Wyno conſider, whether it be not their duty to en

U

'I

(I

'I
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o

'4 tert'ain all ſuch perſons, who are ofan honest and god'- Boox I.

" l converſation, having acompctency of knowledge in WV

U t e principles of religion, and ſhall deſire to join with member

** them in church fellowſhip, by an explicit covenant ; ſhip

' and that they have their children baptized: and that '3'

' all the children of the church be accepted and account- 4'

' ed real members of the church 5 and that the church

ſ exerciſe a due christian care and watch over them:

* and that when they are grown up, being examined by

* the officer, in the face of the church, it appear in the

" judgment of charity that they be duly qualiſied to par

" ticipate in that great ordinance of the Lorm's ſupper,

ſ' by their being able to examine themſelves and diſcern

U the Lono's body, ſuch perſons be admitted to full

" communion.

** The court deſireth the ſeveral officers of the reſpect

" ive churches would be pleaſed to conſider, whether it

'1 be not the duty of the court to order the churches to

'5 practiſe according to the premiſes, if they do not prac

'ſ tiſe without ſuch order. If any diſſent from the con

" tents of this writing, they are deſired to help the court,

fl with ſuch light as is with them, the next feſſion of

'1 this aſſembly."

- THE ſecretary was directed to ſend a copy of this reſ

olution to all the ministers and churches in the colony.

THE elders and churches, who would not comply with

the propoſed innovation, had not only to combat the ar

guments and influence of the ſynod, but the influence of

the uneaſy people in the congregations, and of the gene

ral court; but it was but ſlowly, and with great difficul

ty, that the practice of owning the covenant, and baptiz

ing the children of parents who did not enter into full

communion,and attend both the ſacraments, was intro

duced. But few churches, for many years, admitted the

practice, and ſome never did. It appears that, notwith

ſtanding the influence of the general court and the reſo

lutions of the ſynods, or general councils, a majority of

the churches in Connecticut were against it. They im

agined, that ſuch a latitude in baptiſm, and admiſſion of

members to communion, would ſubvert the very deſign

for which the churches of NewEngland were planted.

THE diſcipline and uſages of the Connecticut churches Dſſczpnnc

continued yet, for ſome time, nearly in the ſame ſituation centinuu

in which they had been, from the beginning. The cler- "carl! the

gy and churches were strict in the admiflion of members me'

to full-communion. Thoſe who were admitted general
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Boox I. ly made a public relation of their Christian experiences,

w by which they gave ſatisfaction to the church of their re

pentance, faith, and ſincere friendſhip to the Raneemen.

THE elders and churches were exceedingly strict, With

reſpect to thoſe whom they ordained ; examining them

not only in the three learned languages and doClrmal

points of theology, with reſpect to caſes of conference,

and their ability to defend Christianity and its doctrines

against infidels and gainſayers, but with reſpect to their

own experimental, heart religion. All thoſe, who were

to be ordained over any church, previouſly to their ſepa

tion to the ſacred office, ſatisfied the brotherhood of their

ſpiritual birth, and were admitted to their communion

and fellowſhip. None were ordained, or installed over

any church, until after they had been admitted to its full

communion and fellowſhip.

THEY were alſo strict in the formation of churches ;

none could be formed, nor any minister ordained without

liberty from the general court, and the approbation of

the neighbouring elders and churches.

FROM the preceding view, it appears, that before the

union there were fifteen churches in Connecticut, exclu

ſive of thoſe which had been formed upon Long-Illand

There had been thirty-one ministers in the Colony; of

whom about twenty-five or fix had been installed or or

dained. Twenty-one were ministring to the people at

the time of the union ', nineteen of whom had been in

fialled or ordained. The other two, Mr. Noyes and Mr.

Collins, were afterwards ſettled in the ministry, in the'

towns, where, for ſome years, they had been laboring.

C H A P T F. R XIV.

CONDUCTof the Ling': commzſiffionerr.
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by the enemy. The affimþly make pravi on for 'be defence BOOK I.

gf Cannecticut. Expedition against 'be Narraganſet In- WV

dium. The reaſon: ofit. The greatfiuampſight. Lust '

quen. Courage exbibitedand hardſhip: endured. Cap

tain Pierre and [air party cut gff. Nammltenoa taken.

Succeſſr tȝſ Captain: Deniſhn and Avery. Captain Wadſſi

'worth and [air party flain. Death and character of Gar'

ernor lVint/Jrop. Sun-eſ: of Major Talcott. Allacb up

on Had/ty. The enemy beaten and begin tqſcattrr. 'They

are pu'ſutd to I'Iauſatonicl'. Sflſdlt'fll qf szbnug and

Philip killed. Number qſ flye- enemy before the war.

Their destruction. Loſ: q/'t/Je'calonier. Cannrcticut bap
pj in prrſtrmſing it: own town: and qfflsting it: nuſigbbaurr.

FTER the reduction of the Dutch ſettlements, 1665

. Colonel Nichols fixed his reſidence at New-York, Cfasuct

to manage the affairs of government. Sir Robert Carr, zing-i

Cartwrith, and Maverick, the other commiſlioners, ſoon commit.

went to Boston, and proceeded upon the buſineſs of their ſlow-T'

commiſlion. After they had communicated their in

structions to the general court, and made a number of

requiſitions inconlistent with the chattered rights of the

colony, and ſome inconſistent with the rights of con

ſcience and oſ the churches, they went from Boston to

Narraganſet. They held courts at Warwick and South

erton, and ſpent a conſiderable time in hearing the com

Elaints oſ the lndians, in determining the titles of the

ngliſh to their lands; and without any color of authori

ty from their commiſiion, undertook to make a new pro

vince. They determined, that the deed of the Rhode

Iflanders, from the Indians, was of no force. Captain

Atherton and others had made a large purchaſe of the

Indians, in Narraganſet, east of Pawcatuck river, and the

planters had put themſelves under the government of

Connecticut. The commiſiioners determined, that Cap

tain Atherton's deed was not legal, becauſe there was no

mention oſ the ſum which he had paid. However, as

it appeared, that conſiderable had been paid the Indians

for the lands, the commiflioners ordered the natives to

pay to the purchaſcrs a certain quantity oſ wampum, and

ordered the planters to move off from the lands. As the

Narraganſet ſachems had, in 1644, made their ſubjection

to the king of England, acknowledging themſelves to be

his ſubjects, they declared, that the country belonged to

his majesty, and that, in ſuaure, it ſhould be called THE

t
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BOOK I. KrNG's Pnovmce. They determined, that no perſon,

WV of what colony ſoever, ſhould preſume to exerciſe any

'665.
authority within that tract, except thoſe who ſhould be

authorizcd by them, until his majesty's pleaſure ſhould be

known. They further decreed, that the king's province

ſhould extend westward to the middle of Pawcatuck river,

and northward as far as the ſouth line of Maſſachuſetts.

In the plenitude of their power, they alſo ordered, that

the Pequots, to whom the general aſſembly of Connecti

cut had, agreeable to a reſolution of the commiffioners

of the United colonies, aſſigned a tract of land on the

east oſ Pawcatuck, ſhould be removed and ſettled in ſome

other place, which the aſſembly ſhould appoint, west of

that rivcr.1* It appears that they came to theſe important

deciſions without giving Connecticut notice, or ever

hearing what reaſons the colony had to offer against them.

WHEN they had finiſhed their buſineſs in Narragan

ſet, they returnedto Boston. There they proceeded in the

most arbitrary manner, giving the general court of Maſſa

chuſetts and the whole colony unſpeakabletrouble. They

undertook the protection of criminals against the corn

monwealth; and ſummoned the members of the general

court before them to anſwer for judgments which they

had given in their legiſlative and executive capacity.

They received complaints against the colony, from In

dians and other diſaffected perſons; and undertook to

judge in caſes which had been previouſly proſecuted to a

final adjudication, according to law. Indeed, they did

not content themſelves with determining civil matters

only, they made requiſitions reſpecting the church.

They demanded, that all perſons of 'orthodox opinions,

competent knowledge, and civil lives, ſhould be admitted

to the Lord's ſupper and their children to baptiſm.i

Warm-2 the general court oſ Maſſachuſetts expreſſed

entire loyalty to his majesty, they firmly maintained their

charter rights, and remonstrated against the proceeding'

oſ the commiſſioners. At this firm conduct, they were

highly diſgusted, and made a very unſavorable repreſenta

tion of the colony to his majesty, much to its diſad

vantage.

THEY came to no determinati
_ on with reſ ect to the

claim of Duke Hamilton, but p

returned the anſwer of

 

In R . . .

d pmgzgngnp,ſ8$connecticut, in then- book of patentsfletteſ'p

Butchinſon's Hist. Vol. I. p- ago-256



CHAP.XIV.'OFCONNECTICUT. 33!

4

Connecticut to the king, and made a very friendly re-w

port to him of the manner in which they had been re- BWX I

ceived by the colony of Connecticut, and of the loyalty 1555

and attachment of the people to his royal perſon. In

conſequence oſ it, the king ſent a most gracious letter to

the colony. In this, he ſays, U We cannot but let you

U know how much we are pleaſed. Although your car

" riage doth of itſelf most justly deſerve our praiſe and

'5 approbation, yet it ſeems to be ſet offwith more lustre,

" b the contrary deportment of the colony of Maſſa

" chuſetts. We ſhall never be unmindſul of this your

4' loyal and dutifulbehaviour."*

A'r the general election, May r ith 1666, the former Elcction

governor and council were re-elected. MAY 1th

THE general aſſembly, at this ſeflion, proceeded to af- 1666'

certain the limits of the counties and the buſineſs of the Countics

county courts. It was enacted, that the towns upon the 'finde "4

river, from the north bounds ofWindſor, with Farming- LYCCZZT;

ton, to thirty miles iſland, ſhould be one county, to be regulated,

called the county oſ Hartford. That from Pawcatuck

river, with Norwich, to the west bounds of _ Hammonaſ

ſet, ſhould be one county, by the name of the county of

New-London; and that from the cast bounds of Strat

ford to the western boundary of the colony, be another

county, to be known by the name of the county of Fair

field. The county courts were to conſiſt of one magiſ

trate, at least, and of two justices of the quorum. If

three magistrates were preſent they were authorized to

proceed to buſineſs, though the justices were abſent.

The probation of wills and all testamentary matters,

which before had been tranſacted in the court of magiſ

trates, were referred to the county courts, with the liber

ty of appeal to the ſuperior court. ,

lN 1667, no alteration was made with reſpect to the Mayfflzſi

governor and council, but Governor Winthrop, at first,

declined his office. The aſſembly appointed a commit

tee, and deſired to know the reaſons of his deſire to leave

the chair. They reported the reaſons to the aſſembly.

It ſeems that the expenſe of his office was ſuch, in his

opinion, that he could not, conſistently with his duty to

himſelf and family, continue in it, without ſome further

allowance from the colony. The aſſembly continued

their earnest deſire, that he would accept the trust to

which he had been choſen. To enable him to ſupport his
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the colony, from taxation, and granted him a hundred

and ten pounds out of the public treaſury. Upon theſe

encouragements, in connection with the deſire and una

nimity of the freemen, he conſented to accept his ap

pointment.

ABOUT the year '664, ſettlements commenced on the

east ſide of Connecticut river, upon the tract, on that

ſide, which originally belonged to the town of Saybrook.

In May '667, the inhabitants were ſo increaſed, that the

aſſembly made them a distinct town by the name of

Lyme. The Indian name for the eastern part of the

town was Nehantick.

AT the election in 1668, the freemen elected, Mr.

Alexander Bryant, Mr. james Biſhop, Mr. Anthony

Howkins, and Mr. Thomas Welles, magistrates, instead

of Mr. Matthew Allen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Crane, and

Mr. Clark.

IN this and the next years, ſeveral new ſettlements were

made and new towns incorporated.

ON the aoth of May 1662, a purchaſe was made of

the Indians, of a townſhip of land termed thirty miles iſl

and. The lndian name of the tract, east of the river,

ſince called East-Haddam, was Machemoodus. The ori

ginal proprietors were twenty eight. They began their

ſettlements on the west ſide of the river, and tlze inhabi

tants were ſo increaſed that, in the ſeſiion in October

1668, the plantation was vested with town privileges, and

named Haddam. The extent of the town was ſix miles

east and west of the river.

ABOUT the ſame time a ſettlement was made at Maſſa

coe. In April 1644, the general court of Connecticut

gave liberty to Governors Hopkins and Haynes to diſ.

poſe of the lands upon Tunxis river, called Maſſacoe, to

ſuch of theinhabitants of Windſor as they ſhould judge

expedient. In 1647, the court reſolved, that Maſſa'coe

ſhould be purchaſed by the country, and a committee was

appointed to diſpoſe of it to ſuch of the inhabitants of

'Windſor as they ſhould chooſe. A purchaſe of the

1 lands was made of the Indians, and ſettlements began

under the town of Windſor. The plantation, at first,

was conſidered as an appendix, or part of that town. In

the ſeſſion in May 1670, it was enacted, that Maſſacoe

ſhould be a distinct town, by the name of S mſbury.

The limits granted were ten miles northward rom the
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north bounds of Farmington, and ten miles westward

from the western bounds of Windſor.

AT the ſame time, New-Haven Village was incorpora

ted and made a town, by the name ofWallingford. The

purchaſe of the town was made by Governor Eaton, Mr.

Davenport, and other planters of New-Haven, in De-'

ccmber 1638. The ſettlement was projected in 1669.

A committee was appointed, by the town of New-Haven,

vested with powers to manage the whole affair of the ſet

tlement. This committee held the lands in trust, and

acted in all the affairs of the town, as trustees, until May

1672, when they reſigned their trust to the town.

AT the general election, May 1670, William Leet,
Eſquire, was choſen depuſity governor, and Major Maſon,

who for many years had been deputy governor, was cho'

ſen the ſirst magistrate.

UNTrL this time, the great body of the freemen had an

nually convened at Hartſord, upon the day of election,

to make choice of the governor, magittrates, and civil of

ficers, appointed by charter, to be elected on that day.

But the freemen were now become ſo numerous, and it

had been found to be ſo expenſive and inconvenient, that

it wasjudged neceſſary to alter the mode of election.

The aſſembly reſolved, U That henceforth all the free

" men of this juriſdiction, without any further ſum

" mons, from year to year, ſhall or may upon the ſec

" ond Thurſday in May yearly, in perſon or in proxy, at

" Hartſord, attend and conſummate the election of gov

U ernor, deputy governor, and affistants, and ſuch other

U public officers as his majesty hath appointed, by our

'ſ charter, then yearly to be choſen." A law was then

made regulating the freemen's meetings and the mode of

election, for ſubstance nearly the ſame, with the law re

ſpecting the election at the preſenttime.

WHILE the colony was thus extending its ſettlements,

and regulating its internal police, great troubles aroſe re

ſpectingthe boundaries between Connecticut and Rhode

Iſland. From year to year Connecticut had appointed

committees to ſettle the boundary line between the colo

nies, but all their attempts had been unſucceſsful.

w
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IN 1668, the aſſembly appointed Mr. Wyllys, and 7
Mr. Robert Thompſon of London, by petition or other- Ljſfim'

wiſe, to repreſent the affair to his majesty, and obtain a Rhode

reſolution-reſpecting the boundary line. Nothing

ciſive, however,was effected. Meanwhile the conduct

de, lſland reſ.

pecting

bound'

Pf ſhode-iſland was ſuch, that the general aſſembly of des,
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BOOK I. Connecticut declared it to be intolerable, and contrary to

VW the ſettlement made by his majesty's commiſiioners. The

1670. aſſembly therefore, in May 1670, appointed Mr. Leet, the

deputy governor, John Allen, and _Iames Richards,

Eſquires, Captain John Winthrop,and Captain Benjamin

Newbury, a committee to meet at New-London, the June

following, to treat with ſuch gentlemen, from Rhode-ILL

and, as ſhould be ſent properly'authorized to act in 'the

affair; and concerning the injuries, which the inhabitants

of that colony had done to the people of Connecticut.

They were not only vested with plenary powers to com

promiſe theſe difficulties ; but, in caſe the commiſiioner'

from Rhode-Iſland would not agree to ſome equitable

mode of ſettlement, to reduce the people of Squamacuck

and Narraganſet to obedience to this colony. They were

alſo authorized to hold courts in thePequot and Narragan

'ſet country,and to hear and determine all caſes of injury,

which had been done to the inhabitants of Connecticut,

according to law. Instructions were alſo given them

to appoint all officers, neceſſary ſrr the peaceable govern

ment of that part of the colony. .

THE commiſſioners of the two colonies met at New

London, but could effect no ſettlement of the controver

ſy. The commiflioners from Rhode-Iſland inſiſted, that

Pawcatuck river was their boundary according to the ex.

preſs words of their charter. Thoſe from Connecticut

inſisted, that their charter, which was prior to that oſ

Rhode-Iſland, bounded them easterly upon Narraganſet

bay and river, and that the Pequot country, which they

had conquered, extended ten miles east of Pawcatuck;

that therefore they had a right to that part both by char

ter and conquest.

As no agreement could be effected, the committee

from Connecticut, went into the Narraganſet country,

and read the charter at Wickford and the plantations

eaſt of Pawcatuck river, and, in the name oſ the general

aſſembly of Connecticut, demanded the ſubmiſſion and

obedience of the people to its authority and laws. They

alſo appointed officers for the good government of the

people-[

BOTH colonies had ſomething plauſible to plead. The

caſe truly stated is this. The old patent of Connecticut,

to Lord Say and Seal; Lord Brook and their aſſociates,

bounded the tract conveyed eastward by Nanaganſct bay

d
 

1- Record' ot connecticut.
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and river. The charter granted April 1662, gave the w

ſame boundaries as the old patent in 1631. Pawcatuck Boox I.

river was never known by the name of Narraganſet river, 1579.

and it made no bay ; conſequently the mouth of it and

the ſea there could not be called Narraganſet bay. But

when Mr. John Clark was in England, as agent for the

colony of Rhodc-Iſland in 1663, there aroſe much diffi- Mr wiſh

culty between him and Mr. Winthrop reſpecting the wrap

bundaries between the two colonies. They were adviſed, and Mr,

by their friends, to ſubmit the controverted points to ar- Clerk ſub

hitrators, in England ; to which they conſented. Wil
the"

liam Breereton, Eſquire, Major Robert Thompſon, Cap- cgsegn'

tain Richard Deane, Captain John Brookhaven, and Doc- arbitra.

tor Benjamin Worſeley, were mutually choſen to hear torn

and determine the differences between them. 7 They came

to the following dctermination.

4' FlRST, That a river there commonly called and Their de.

4' known by Pawcatuck river ſhall be the certain bounds termina

U between thoſe two colonies, which ſaid river ſhall for tion,

" the future, be alſo called alias Narragance or Narra- gan'

fl ganſet river." 3'

U SECONDLY, If any part of that purchaſe at Wine

ll baug doth lie along upon the east ſide of the river, that

U goeth down byLew-London,within ſix miles of the ſaid

" river, that then it ſhall wholly belong to Connecticut

'i colony, as well as the rest which lieth on the western

U ſide oſ the aforeſaid river."

I' TmRnLr, That the proprietors and inhabitants of

a that land about Mr. Smith's trading houſe, claimed

U or purchaſed by Major Atherton, Captain Hutchinſon,

U Lieutenant Hudſon, and others, or given unto them

'ſ by Indians, ſhall have free liberty to chooſe to which

65 of thoſe colonies they will belong."

'6 FOURTHLY, That propriety ſhall not be altered nor
destroyed, but carefully maintained through the ſaid ſ

K colonies."

To this, the two agents, John Winthrop and John

Clark, Eſquires, interchangeably ſet their hands and ſeals,

as an agreement finally terminating the controverſy be

tween them. This was ſigned by them on the 7th of

March, 1663.

IN conſequence of this agreement, the charter of

Rhode-Ifiand, granted July 8th, 1663, bounded that

colony westward by Pawcatuck river, and ordained with

articular reference to the agreement, which is recognized

m the charter, that this river ſhould be called alias Narz

C
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w ragance or Narraganſet river ; and that the ſame ſhall be

BOOK I. holden by the colony of Rhode-Iiland, 5' any grant, or

1670- " clauſe in a late grant to the governor and company of

** Connecticut colony in America, to the contrary there

" of, in any wiſe notwithstanding." _

THE proprietors, mentioned in the agreement, made

choice of the government of Connectieut, July 3d, 1663,

and were taken under the juriſdiction and protection of

this colony. .

CONNECTlCUT inſistcd, that Mr. Winthrop's agency

was finiſhed before the agreement with Mr. Clark, and

that he had never received any instructions from the co

lony,authorizing him to enter into any ſuch compact.

It was alſo pleaded, that his majesty could not re-grant that,

which he had previouſly granted to Connecticut. Rhode

Illand inſisted on the agreement between Mr. Winthrop

and Mr. Clark, and on the limits granted in the charter

of that colony. Hence aroſe a controverſy between the

colonies, which continued more than ſixty years.

Govmmon NVinthrop, at the ſeſſion in October, again

propoſed a reſignation of his office ; and deſired the con

ſent and approbation of the general aſſembly. The aſ

ſembly were utterly oppoſed to it, and could, by no

means, be perſuaded to give their conſent. Through the

influence of the houſes, he was perſuaded to keep the

chair, and means were adopted to give him ſatisfaction.

The aſſembly, at the next ſeſſion, granted a hundred and

fifty pounds ſalary. Grants were ſeveral times made him

of valuable tracts of land. Theſe conſiderations, with

the great unanimity and esteem oſ the freemen, prevailed

with him to continue in office until his death.

:13711671- IN 167l the former officers were all re-choſen.

"related Dunmc the term of eighteen or twenty years, attempt'

nuby_ had been making to ſettle a townlhip at Paugaſſet. A

bout the year 165 3, it appears, that Governor Goodyear

and ſeveral other gentlemen, in New-Haven, made a

purchaſe of aconſiderable tract there. About the year

'654, it ſeems, that ſome few ſettlements were made.

r[he next year, at the ſeſſion in October, the planters pre

ſenth a petition to the general court, at New-Haven, to

be made a distinct town, and to order their affairs inde

prudently of the other towns. The court granted their

PctmO" 'a gave them liberty to purchaſe a tract ſufficient

P 'r releaſed them from taxes *, and appointed

_ dwm moderator to call meetings, and conduct

lrs of the plantation. At the next court, how

ſOſ a townſhi

Richard le

the affil
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ever, Mr. Prudden, and the pe0ple of Milford, made ſuch Boox I.

strong remonstrances against the act, that the court de- ws)

tcrmined, the people at Paugaſikt ſhould- continue, as 1671.

they had been, under the town of Milford, unleſs the par

ties ſhould come to an agreement, reſpecting the incorpo

ration of the inhabitants there into a distinct townſhip.

In 1657 and 1659 a purchaſe was made of the lands of

the chief ſagitmores, Wetanamow and Raſkenutc. The

purchaſe appears to have been confirmed afterwards by

Oltenuclt, the chief ſachem. Some of the first planters

were Ed. Wooster, Ed. Riggs, Richard Baldwin, Samuel

Hopkins, Thomas Langdon, and Francis French. 'They

preferred a petition to the general aſſembly of Connec

ticut, praying for town privileges in 167r. The aſſem

bly determined, that their ſouth bounds ſhould be the

north line of Milford, and that they ſhould extend their

limits twelve miles northward, to a place called the notch;

For their encouragement, it was promiſed, that, as ſoon as

there ſhould be thirty families in the plantation, they ſhould

be vested with town privileges. About four years after,

October 167 5, they renewed their application. They rep

reſented, that they then conſisted oftwelve families, and

that eleven more were about moving directly into the

plantation: That they had procured a minister, built him *

an houſe, and made proviſion for the enjoyment of divine

ordinances. Upon theſe repreſentations, the aſſembly

made them a town, by the name of Derby.

MAjOR John Maſon, who, for many years, had been

deputy governor, and rendered ſo many important ſervi

ces to the colony, being far advanced in years, and viſited

with many infirmities, about this time, excuſed himſelf

from the ſervice of the commonwealth. At the next Ekffion

election, May 9th 1672, Mr. John Naſh was choſen ma- May gm

gistrate, to fill the vacancy made by his reſignation.* 1672.

" John Maſon,Eſquire, was bred to arms in the Dutch Neth

erlands, under Sir Thomas Fairfax; he came into New-England,

with Mr. Warham and hiscompany, in 1630. Five years after,

he removed to Connccticut, and was one or' the firſt plantera of

Windſor. In 1642, he was choſen magistrate, in which office he

continued until May 1660. when he was choſen deputy govern

or. ln this office he continued ten years, Until May 1670. At

the deſire of the inhabitants of Saybrook, and for the defence of

the colony, he removed to that town in '647. From thence he

removed to Norwicb in 1659, where he died in 1671. or 1673,in

the 7jd ear of his age. He was tall and portly, full of martial

fire, and united no hardſhips or dangers, in the defence and ſer

vice of the colony. He was a gentleman not only of distinguiſhed

heroiſm, but ofſhiflmorals willgreat prudence.v .

U
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Boox I. UNTrL this time, the colony had kept their laws in

L/W manuſcript, and had promulgated them, by ſending con

1671. pies to be publicly read in the reſpectivetowns. This

Law" year, the first code of Connecticut was publiſhed. It was

Winged printed at Cambridge in Maſſachuſetts. It conſisted of

ſi between ſeventy and eighty pages, m ſmall ſolio, printed,

and of nearly the ſame number of blank pages. It is a

great curioſity. The preface is written in the moſt reli

gious manner, ſufficiently ſolemn for an introduction to

a body of ſermons. It is thus introduced, " To our be

" loved brethren and neighbours, the inhabitants of

" CONNECTICUT, the general court of that colony wiſh

ll grace and peace in our Lonn laws." It recognizeo

the deſign of the ſirst planters, '6 who," as the court ex

preſs it, i' ſettled theſe ſoundations," the maintaining of

" religion according to the goſpel of the Lorm Jnsus ;"

which it declares U ought to be the endeavours of all;

fl thoſe, that ſhall ſucceed, to uphold and encourage un

" to all generatirms." The aſſembly enacted, that eve

ry family ſhould have a law book. In the blank pages,

all the laws- enacted after 1672 were inſerted, in writing,

until the year 1699, when the book was filled up.

Court of AT the election, May 8th 1673, Robert Treat, Eſquire,

Election was choſen into the magistracy.

May Bth AT this court, Richard Smith was appointed a com

1573- miſlioner, at Narraganſet, and veſted with the powers of

magistracy through that country. A court of commiſ

fioners was instituted there, and Mr. Smith was appoint

ed the chief judge. This court had cognizance of all

caſes, not exceeding twenty pounde, provided that all

ſuch as exceeded forty ſhillings ſhould be tried by a jury.

A commillioner-k was appointed at Pettyquamſcot.

wa i _As war had been declared in England, the last year, a

theslxcgl gamst the Dutch, the colony was put into a state of de

' feace. _ lt was ordered, that a troop of horſe ſhould be

raiſed m each county. This year, the colony was more

ZhOTPughly alarmed, and experienced the benefit of be

mg m a good state of preparation. On the goth oſ July,

a ſmall_Dutch fleet, under the command of Commodores

Somehus Everste and Jacob Benkes, arrived at New

oflf' one John Manning, who commanded the fort

Rd lflmdfhefc, treacherouſly delivered them up to the

anThy, Without firing a gun, or attempting the least re

nce- The inhabitants of New-York and New-Jerſey

\
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generally ſubmitted to the Dutch without- oppoſition. Boox 1.

About the ſame time, the Dutch captured a veſſel of Mr.w

Sillick s of this colony, near one of the harbours of the 1573.

westem towns.

UPON this emergency, a ſpecial aſſembly was convo- The aſ

ked, at Hartford, on the 7th of August. Orders were im- ſtmblY

mediately iſſued, that the reſpective troops, in the colo- meet' and

ny, with five hundred dragoons, ſhould forthwith be mea-m.

ready for ſervice -, and that all the train bands ſhould be gers to

complete in their arms. The ſame day, Mr. James the DUtCh

Richards and Mr. William Roſwell were diſpatched, SZZTO' '

with a letter from the aſſembly, to the Dutch commo- '

dores, to know their further intentions. The aſſembly

remonstrated against their conduct in capturng Mr. Sil- -

lick's veſſel, and in demanding the ſubmiffion of his ma

jesty's Engliſh ſubjects, upon Long-Iſland, and that they

ſhould take the oath o'f allegiance to the States general.

They acquainted the Dutch commandcrs, that the Uni

ted colonies were, by his majesty, constituted the defend

ers of the lives and liberties oſ his ſubjects, in theſe

parts of his dominions, and aſſured them that they would

be faithful to their trust.

THE aſſembly appointed the governor, deputy gover

nor, and a number of the council, a committec of war to

act as emergencies ſhould require.

'THE Dutch commanders returned a ſoldier-like an

ſwer to the meſſengers and letter from Connccticut, pure

parting, that they had a commiffion to do all damages;

in their power, to their enemies by land and ſea: that

they had ſummoned the towne upon Long-Jfland to ſub

mit to them 5 and that unleſs they ſhould compl , they

would reduce them to their ſubjection by force of]arms :

that as the veſſel they had taken was their enemy's it was

strange to them that any questions were propoſed con

cerning it : and that while they doubted not oſ the ſaith

fulneſs of the United colonies in defending their majeſ

ty's ſubjects, they ſhould not be leſs zealous and faithful

in the ſervice of the States GeneraH

ON the 1 xth of Auguſt, the committec of war met at

Hartford. They appear to have apprehended an imme

diate invaſion. They gave orders, that the whole mili

tia of the colony ſhould be ready to march at an hour's

warning, to any place which might be attacked. The

made ſuch arrangements of the dragoons, and ſely-ſuch
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ce to their friends u on Long-Ifland, as prevented
iff?::aſion of any part ofpthe colony, and the plunder

and destruction of the Engliſh upon the iſland.

ON the meetin of the aſſembly, m October,_letter'

were ſent to Maflgchuſetts and Plimouth, to ſol'cu their

united affistance against the Dutch, and to know-theifr

opinion relative to proclaiming war, and engaging m 0 -

ſenfive operations against them. L'lr. John Banks Ya:

ſent expreſs to the Dutch commanders, With a ſpmte

remonstrance against the conduct oſ the Dutch, who had

threaterred the towns on the Ifland with destruction, by

fire and ſword, unleſs they would ſubmit and ſwear alle

giance to the States General. They had ſent ſhips and

an armed force towards the east end of the iſland, to ſub

due the people 3 but had been prevented. The aſſembly

aſſured them, that they knew how to avenge themſelves

upon their plantations, and not only ſo, but upon then'

head quarters, iſ the colonies ſhould riſe, and warned

them of the conſequences of injuring the Engliſh towns

upon the iſland. '

Coxmzc-rlcur, upon conſulting their confederates,

found it to be the general opinion. to act offenſively a

gainst the Dutch. A ſpecial aſſembly was called on the

aoth oſ November, and war was immediately proclaimed

against them. It was determined, that an cxpedition

ſhould be undertaken against New-York. This, it ſeems,

was in conjunction with the other confederates. Major

Treat was appointed to command the troops from Con

necticut.

THE Dutch not only threzztened the Engliſh towns on

the iſland with destruction, but, it ſeems, made ſeveral

deſcents upon it with a view to attack them ; however,

by the aſſistance of the troops from Connecticut, they

were, in all instances, repulſed and driven from the iſl

and-1- Before ſuitable preparations could be made for an

attack upon the Dutch, at their head quarters, the ſeaſon

was too far advanced for military operations. Early in

the ſpflng, the news
f ' aEngland and Houando a general pacrfication between

of this kind. The Whprevented all further proceeding:

t ole militia of the odlony, at thi'
lme_' amounted to no more than 2,o7o men. One quar

1 d and employed
. e co on an of h" ' ' lſi

ſublcEts upon LongJfland. Y 13 majesty s Eng 'ſi

i R '__"Word" Of Canecticut and letten on file.

._ d.___ fiak-n
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' THE only alteration made, by the election in 1674, Boox l.

was the choiCe of Thomas Topping, Eſquirc, instead of L/W

Mr. Howkins. len,

As the inhabitants of Long-lfland had been protected

and governed, the latter part of the last year, by Connect

icut, they made application, at this aſſembly, for the fur

ther enjO) ment of its protection and government. The

legifiature accepted them, and appointed officers in the

ſeveral Engliſh towns, as they had done at their ſeflion X

the preceding October

UPON the application of the town oſ 'Wickford, and

other plantations in Narraganſet, the legiflaturc took

them under the government of this colony. A court was

instituted at Stonington, for the government of the peo

ple in Narraganſct, that they might not live in diſſolute

practices, to the diſhonor of GOD, of the king and nation,

and to the ſcandalizing of the very heathens.

THE legifiature, in 1672, granted liberty to Mr. Shcr- Pompþ

man, Mr. William Curticc, and their aſſociates, to make "ub- m.

a plantation at Pomperaug. Such a number of ſettle- tled and

ments had been made there, in about two years, that the Wmegb

aſſembly, in May 1674, enncted that it ſhould be a town "hoc u'

by the' name of Woodbury. ' ,

SCARCELY had the colonies recovered from one calam

ity and danger, before new and more terrible ſccncs of

alarm and destruction preſented themſelves. Not only

Connecticut but all the New-England colonies were now

verging upon a most distreſsful and important peri

od, in which their very existence was endangered.

UPON the pacification with the Dutch, the Duke of Major

York, to remove all doubt and controverſy reſpecting Andrpſs

his property in America, took out a new parent from the ilPPO'ntfll

king, Junc 29th 1674, granting the ſame territory deſcri- EPKZZ'

bed in the former parent. Two days after, he commiſ- Y0,k_

ſinned Major, afterwards Sir Edmund Androſs to be

governor of New-York and all his territories in theſe

parts. The major was a mere tool of the Duke and a

tyrant over the people. Mr. Smith, in his history of

New-York, obſerves, '5 That he knew no law but the

fl-willof his master, and that Kirk and Jcſſeries were

U not fitter instruments than he to executc the deſpotic

ſ' projects of James the ſecond." _

'NQTWlTHSTANDlNG the priority of the patent of Con- His dam,

necticut to the Duke of York's, and the determination upon _

of his majestzz's commiflioncrs about ten years before, he connect"

ſet up the Duke's claim to all that part of the colony cut 1675.
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Boorc I.
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War with

Philip.

The rea

ſons of it.

which lies to the westward of Connecticut river, and

he threatencd the colony with an invaſion.

AT the ſame time, Philip, ſachem of the Wampanoags,

eommenced hostilities against the colonies, and involved

them in a most bloody and destructive war. It had

been ſuppoſed, that the lndians for ſeveral years, had

been concerting a general conſpiracy against the planta

tions, in New-England, with a view of extirpating the

Engliſh from the country. They viewed themſelves as a

free and independent people. Their ſachems were men

of high and independent ſpirits. They conſidered them

ſelves as ſovereign princes, and claimed to be the original

proprictors and lords of the land. They viewed the

Engliſh as intruders and uſurpers. While, therefore,

they ſaw them, in almost every quarter, extending their

ſettlements over the dominions of their ancestors, they

could not but kindle into reſentment, and adapt counſels

to prevent the loſs of their liberties and country. Though

theyhad entered into treaties with the colonies, and ac

knowledged themſelves to be ſubjects of the king of

England, yet it is by no means probable, that, by theſe

treaties and acknowledgements, they deſigned to give up

their independence, or any of their natural rights. They

viewed themſelves rather as allies, than as ſubjects of

England. To be called to an account for their conduct,

and to be thwarted in their deſigns, by the colonies, or to

be holden as amenable to them for their actions, was a

treatment which their haughty ſpirits could not brook.

Theſe were general reaſons for which they might wiſh

for the destruction of their Engliſh neighboura. But

beſide theſe, there were others, which had more imme

diate influence upon Philip. John Sauſaman, a Chrifl

tian Indian, who had once been a ſubject ofPhilip, made

a diſcovery of his plots against the Engliſh. Philip, fi

red with reſentment, procured the murder of Sauſaman.

The murderers were diſcovered, tried by the Engliſh

laws, and executed. Philip, enraged at the execution

of his ſubjects, conſcious of his own guilt, and probably

apprehenſive for his perſonal ſafety, armed his own war

riors, the Wampanoags, and ſuch strange Indians a' he

could engage to embark in his meaſures, and, with the

most hostile appearances, began to march up and down

the country.

As the colonies, for ſome time, had been apprized,

that the Indians were forming deſigns against them, they,

by treaties and ſuch other means as appeared to be wiſe
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and politic, had been attempting to prevent the' storm. BOOK I.

Notwithstanding, it now burst' upon them with uncom-w

mon fury. Its destruction was wide'and dreadful. 1675'

PmLtt-'s numbers daily increaſing gave him freſh cour- The In',

age, and increaſed his inſolence. On the aoth June dians

'675,his Indians commenced hostilities upon Swanzey, Com

one of the frontier towns of New-Plimouth, bordering ſſeſffiFfl"

on the territorics of Philip, whoſe chief ſeat was at Mount JZMLML

Hope.' They inſulted the Engliſh, rifled their houſes,

and killed their cattle. Four days after, they killed nine,

and wounded ſeven of the inhabitants. The troops of

that colony marched immediately to the defence of the

town. In four days, they were reinſorced with ſeveral

companies from Boston. On the 29th, the troops were

drawn forth against the enemy. They instantly fled be

fore them, for a mile or two, and took refuge in a ſwamp.

The next day, Major Savage arrived with more troops

and a general command from Boston. He marched the

army into the Indian towns, to ſurpriſe their head quar.

ters, and give them battle upon their own grounds. The

troops found the encmy's towns, and even the ſeat of

Philip, deſerted with marks of the utmost precipitation.

As the Indians fled they marked their route with the

burning of buildings, the ſcalps, hands, and heads of the

Engliſh, which they had taken off and fixed upon polcs

by the way ſide. As they could not come up with the

enemy, they returned to their head quarters, at Swanzey.

In conſequence of the war with Philip, the commiſ- Troop,

fioncrs of the United colonies met at Boston, and Gov- diſpatcl'

emor Winthrop, who was one of the commiflioners for ed t?

Connecticut, was gone there, to attend the buſineſs of fggnflg'

the country. Deputy governor Leet and the council, the (m

upon receiving intelligence of the war, diſpatched troops port

to Stonington, to defend that part of the colony against town"

the enemy.

AT the ſame time, it was diſcovered that Major An

droſs was about to make a hostile invaſion o'f the colony,

and to demand a ſurrender of its most important post:

to the government of the Duke of York. Detachments

from the militia were therefore ſent, with the utmost ex.

pedition, to New-London and Saybroolt. Captain

Thomas Bull, of Hartſord, commanded the party ſent to

Saybrook.

 

* _Mount Hope is an eminence in the eaflem part of the town

of Brrstol, in Rhodt-Illand.
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Anour the 8th or 9th of July, the people of that

w town were ſurpriſed by the appearance of Major Androſs,

with an armed force, in the ſound, making directly for

the ſort. They had received no intelligence of the af

fair, nor instructions from the governor and council how

to conduct themſelves upon ſuch an emergency. They

were, at first, undetermined whether to make any reſist

ance or not 5 but they did not heſitate long. As the

danger approached and their ſurpriſe abated, the martial

ſpirit began to enkindle *, the fort was manned, and the

militia of the town drawn out for its defence' At this

criticaljuncture, Captain Bull with his company arrived,

and the most vigorous exertions were made for the de

fence of the fort and town. On the 1 Ith, Major An

droſs with ſeveral armed floops drew up before the fort,

hoisted the king's fiag on board, and demanded a ſurren

der of the fortreſs and town. Captain Bull raiſed his ma

jesty's colours in the fort and arranged his men in the

best manner. They appeared with a good countenance,

determined and eager for action. The major did not

like to fire on the king's colours, and perceiving, that

ſhould he attempt to reduce the town by force, it would

be a bloody affair,judged it expedient not to fire upon

the troops. He nevertheleſs lay all that day, and part

of the next, offagainst the fort.

THE critical state of the colony had occaſioned the

meeting of the aſſembly, at Hartford, on the 9th of Ju

If. They immediately roceeded to draw up a declara
tion, or protest, againſtpthe major, in the words follow.

ing.

" VVHnaeas we are informed, that Major Edmund

U Androſs is come with ſome conſiderable force into this

'* his majesty's colony of Connecticut, which might be

conflrued to be in purſuance of his letter to us, to in

vade or intrude upon the ſame, or upon ſome part of

U our charter limits and privileges, and ſo to molest his

mayesty's good ſubjects, in this juncture, when the

U heathen rage against the Engliſh, and bv fire and

U ſword have destroyed many of his majesty's' good ſub

" jects. our neighbours of Plimouth colony, and still

" are CflFTYmg their heads about the country as trophies

_oſ their good ſucceſs; and yet are proceeding further

m their cruel deſigns against the Engliſh -, in faithful

(C

(5

 

" Letter from the Rev.
council on the ſubject. Mh Bucmngham to the governor and '
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U neſs to our royal ſovereign, and in obedience to his L/W

" majesty's commands, in his gracious charter to this co- Boox I,

W lony, we can do no leſs than publicly declare and pro- 1675.

a test against the ſaid Major Edmund Androſs, and theſe

" his illegal proceedings, as alſo against all his aiders and

'ſ abettors, as disturbers of the peace oſ his majesty's good

" ſubjects in this colony; and that his and their actions,

'i in this juncture, tend to the encouragement of the

U heathen to proceed in the effuſion of christian blood,

U which may be very like to be the conſequence of his

U actions, and which we ſhall unavoidably lay at his

U door,and uſe our utmost power and endeavour, (expect

N ing therein the aſlistance of almi hty Gon,) to defend

'6 the good people of this colony (giant the ſaid Major

" Androſs his attempts; not doubting but his majesty

'5 will countenance and approve our just proceedings

'. therein, they being according to the commiſſion we

'F have received from his majesty, in his gracious charter

" to this colony ; by which power and trust ſo commit

U ted unto us. we do again forewarn and adviſe the ſaid

U Major Androſs and all his aiders and abettors to for

V bear and deſist ſuch ſorenamed unj'ust and unwarran

U table practices, as they eXpect to anſwer the ſame, with

'ſ all ſuch just damages and costs as may ariſe or accrue

" thereby. And we do further, in his majesty's name,

'4 require and command all the good people, his majesty's

'ſ ſubjects, of this colony of Connecticut, under our

't preſent government, utterly to refuſe to attend, coun

'5 tenance or obey the ſaid Major Edmund Androſs, or

U any under him, in any order, instruction, or command,

fl diverſe from or contrary to the laws and orders of this

a colony here establiſhed, by virtue of his majesty's gra

fl cious charter, granted to this colony of Connecticut,

U as they will anſwer the contrary at their peril."

V GOD ſave the KING."

THIS was voted unanimouſly.

IT was ſent, by an expreſs, to Saybrook, with instruc

tions to Captain Bull to propoſe to Major Androſs the re-'

ference of the affair in diſpute to commiſlioners, to meet

in any place in this colony which he ſhould chooſe.

Early in the morning of the rath of July, the major de

ſired, that he might have admittance on lhore, and an

interview with the ministers and chief officers. He

probably imagined, that if he could read the duke/5 pa

tent and his own commiſſion it would make an impreſ- .

W w

q
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ſion upon the people, and that he ſhould gain that by art,

which he could not by force of arms. He was allowed

to come on (hore with his ſuit. Meanwhile, the expreſs

arrived with the protest and instructions from the aſſem

bly. Captain Bull and his officers, with the officers and.

gentlemen of the town, met the major, at his landing, and

acquainted him, that they had, at that instant, received

instructions to tender him a treaty, and to refer the whole

matter in controverſy to commiffioners, capable of de

termining it according to law and justice. The major

rejected the propoſal, and forthwith commanded, in his

majeſty's name, that the duke's patent, and the commiſ

ſion which he had received from his royal highneſs, ſhould

be'read. Captain Bull commanded him, in his majeſ

ty's name, to forbear readingſſ When his clerk attempt-.

ed to perſist in reading, the captain repeated his com

mand with ſuch energy of voice and meaning in his coun

tenance as convinced the major it was not ſafe to pro

ceed. The captain then acquainted him, that he had

an addreſs from the aſſembly to him, and read the protest

Governor Androſs, pleaſed with his bold and ſoldier like

appearance, ſaid V What's your name 3" He replied,

U My name is Bull, Sir." U Bull," ſaid the governor,

t' it is a pity that your horns are not tipped with ſilver."

Finding that he could make no impreſſion upon the of

ſicers or people, and that the lcgiflature of the colony

were determined to defend themſelves, in the poſſeffion

of their chartered rights, he gave up his deſign of ſeizing

the fort. He repreſented the protest as a ſlender affair,

and an ill requital of his kindneſs. He ſaid however, he

ſhould do no more. The militia of the town guarded

him to his boat, and going on board he ſoon ſailed for

Loxig-Ifland.

THE general aſſembly conſidered this as a great abuſe

and inſult_ oſ the colony, and, upon receiving an account

of the major's conduct, came to the following reſolution.

U _Tms court orders, that this declaration ſhall forth

With be ſent forth to the ſeveral plantations, ſealed with

the [63] of the colony, and ſigned by the ſecretary, to

be 1there publiſhed."

u oaasmucu as the ood o le of his ma'est 's

a colony of Connecticut ffiave priei) with much tioulile

u zplgllgolestation from Major Edmund Androſs his

He and attempts to ſurpriſe the main part of

CG

 

'- - -
. Caphm Bull's letter to the aſſembly.
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U ſaid colony, whichrthey have ſo rightſully obtained, ſo Boox I.

5' long poſſeſſed, and defended against all invaſions oſ WV

" Dutch and lndians, to the great grievance oſ his ma- 1675.

U jesty's g00d ſubjects in their ſettlements, and to deſ

" poil the happy government, by charter from his ma

" 'esty granted to themſelves, and under which they

U have enjoyed many halcyon days oſ peace and tran

fl quillity, to their great ſatisfaction, and to the content

'5 of his majesty, graciouſly expreſſed by letters to them,

ſ ſo greatly engaging their loyalty and thankſulneſs, as

U makes it intolerable to be put off from ſo long and just

" ſettlement under his majesty's government by charter.

* Hereupon, for the prevention oſ miſrepreſentations

'ſ into England, by the ſaid Major Androſs against us,

'5 for our refuſal, and withstanding his attempts, made

a with hostile appearances to ſurpriſe us at Saybrook,

" while we were approaching towards a ſavage lndian

i' enemy that had committed much outrage and murder,

U by fire'and ſword, upon our neighbours about Plim

fl outh z this court have deſired the honorable John

ſ' Winthrop and James Richards, Eſquires, or either of

U them, (intending a voyage to England upon their own

" occaſions,) to take with them the narrative and co

" pies oſ all the tranſactions betwixt us, and to give a

" right understanding for clearing our innocence, and

" better ſccuring our enjoyments as occaſion ſhall offer."

As the Narraganſet lndians were conſidered as abet- The an

tors of Philip, harbouring the old men and women my

whom he had ſent off to them, and as the colonies feared ma'th"

that they would proceed to open hostilities, unleſs it to Nm'"

could be prevented by ſome vigorous meaſures, it was ganffl'

determined to march the army, which had been rcndcz

vouſcd at Swanzey, immediately into their country, and

to treat with them ſword in hand. Captain Hutchinſon

was diſpatched commiſſioner, from the general court of

Maſſachuſctts, to conduct the treaty.1- On the rsth of Treat,

July, a treaty was concluded between the United colo- wth the

nics and the ſix Narraganſct ſachems, and the ſunk ſquaw Pamglſh

- cts.
or old queen oſ Narraganſet. Perpetual peace was (lip-

ulated between the parties. It was alſo agreed, that all

stolen goods ſhould be returned : that neither Philip nor

any oſ his ſubjects ſhould be harboured by the Narragan.

ſets; but iſ any of them ſhouldenter upon their landsthcy

ſhould kill and deſtroy them, until a ceſſation of hostilities

'\

  

1* Major Wait Winthrop and Mr. Richard Smith were com

miflionen from Connccticut.
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BOOK I. ſhould be concluded between Philip and the United col

KMJ onies : that the commiſlioners ſhould give to any of the

1675.

Fight at

Pocaflet

Neck Ju

ly rSth.

Narraganſet Indians, who ſhould bring in Philip alive,

forty coats, and twenty for his head: that two coats

ſhould be given for every ſubject of Philip delivered alive

to the Engliſh, and one for his head. On, the part of

the Narraganſets, hostages were delivered, as a ſecurity,

for the faithful performance of the treaty. This, at best,

was a forced buſineſs, rather calculated to irritate, than

to reconcile a free and haugllity people. The conditions

were impoſed by 'the arm .

ON the 17t'h oſ July, t e troops returned to Taunton.

Upon intelligence, that Philip and his warriors were in

a ſwamp at Pocaſſet, the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth

forces formed a junction, and on the 'Sth attacked them

with ſirmneſs and reſolution. The enemy had choſen an

advantageous retrcat. As the army entered the ſWamp,

they retired deeper and deeper into it, until the troops

were led into ſuch an hideous thicket, that i't was im

poffible for them to keep their order. It was ſo thick

and dark, as the night approached, that the men were in

danger, not only from the enemy, but from one another.

They fired at every buſh which appeared to ſhake. The

action was continued until night, when the Engliſh re

treated. The attempt was unhappy. Sixteen brave

men were killed, and Phiiip and his men, after they had

been reduced to the greatest distreſs, and were upon the

point of ſurrendering themſelves, made their eſcape.

A fine army was collected. Philip was encloſed in a

ſwamp and neck of land, and could not at that time, have

made his eſcape, by any other means than by defeating,

or fightinghis way through the army, had the Engliſh

conducted with prudence and fortitude. They might

have renewed the attack upon him next morning, and

had the day before them-to finiſh their work, and put

an end to the war; but, instead of this, they left a

few companies to guard the ſwamp, which was upon

Pocaſſet neck, and starve 'out the enemy. Philip, about

ſix or eight 'days after, found means to rid himſelf from

the danger. He either waded acroſs an arm of 'the ſea,

at low water, or paſſed over it with his warriors upon

rafts. He and his warriors triumphcd, and were blown

up with ſtill greater courage and inſolence. The Indians

An general were encouraged, ſo that ſoon after there was

ggeneſal riſing of them against the Engliſh throughout

ew'EnglandafOT angxtent of nearly three hundred miles.
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As the Indians had lived promiſcuouſly with the Eng_ Book I.

fiſh, in all parts of the country, they were generally as VW

well acquainted with their dwellings, fields, and places of 1675

wdtſhip, as themſelves. They were perfectly aequaint- Advantp

ed with their roads, times, and places of reſort. They Be, of the

were at hand to watch all their motions, to attack them Indians.

at eyery difficult paſs, and in every unguarded moment. '

Except ſome of the thickest ſettlements and the centre

of the towns, the country was a vastwilderneſs. This

enabled the enemy, not only in ſmall ſkulking parties,

but in great bodies, to make their approaches undiſcover

ed, almost into the very midst oſ them 3 and under the

covert oſ the night, to creep into their barns, gardens,

and out houſes ; to conceal themſelves behind their fen

ces, and lie in wait for them on the roads and in their

fields. Sometimes they concealed themſelves before

their very doors. No ſooner did they open them, in the

morning, than they were instantly ſhot dead. From al

most every quarter, they were read to riſe upon them.

At midnight, in the morning, or w enever they could -

obtain an advantage, they were ready to attack them.

While the Engliſh were hunting them in one place, they

would be flaying the inhabitants, and plundering and

burning in another. In a ſhort time they would plunder

and burn a town, kill and captivate the inhabitants, and

retire into ſwamps and ſastneſſes, where it was dange-

rous to purſue, difficult to diſcover, and impoſſible to at

tack them but at the greatest diſadvantage. _

NorerHSTANDtNG every precaution and exertion of Danger

the colonies, they continued plundering, burning, kill- and diſ:

ing, and captivating, in one place and another, and kept Leſs 0:

the whole country in continual ſear and alarm. There main o'

was no ſafety to man, woman, nor child ; to him who

went Out, nor to him who came in. Whether they were

aſleep or awake, whether they journeyed, labored, or

worſhipped, they were in continual jeopard . The in

habitants of Maſſachuſetts, Plimouth, and hodc-lſland

eſpecially, were killed, plundered, and their towns and

buildings burned in a most distreſſmg and terrible manner. _

Bssmr-z other damages, not ſo conſiderable, CaptainHutchinſon, who had been ſent with a party of horſe to ſo" ſhL

treat with the Nipmuck Indians, was drawn into an am- priſed,

buſh, near Brookſield, and mortally wounded. Sixteen of and

his company were killed. The enemy then ruſhed in Brzok'

upon the town, and burnt all the dwelling houſgs, except burnt_

one, which Was defended by the garriſon until it was re- Aug, and.
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inforced, two days after, by Major Willard. The ene

my then drew off, having burned twenty dwelling houſes,

with all the barns and out houſes, and killed all the cat

tle and horſes which they could find. ln September,

Hadley, Deerfield, and Northfield, on Connecticut river,

were attacked, and numbers oſ the inhabitants killed

and wounded. Most of the buildings, in Deerfield, were

burnt, and Northfield was ſoon after abandoned to the

enemy. There were a number oſ fltirmiſhes, about the

ſame time, in that part of the country, in which the Eng

liſh, on the whole, were looſers.

CAPTMN Beers was ſurpriſed, near Northfield, by a

large body of the enemy, and he and twenty of his party

,were killed.

THE officers, who commanded in that quarter, finding

that by ſending out parties they ſustained continual loſs

and diſappointment, and effected nothing of importance,

determined to collect a magazine at Hadley, and garri

ſon the town. At Deerſteld, there were about three

thouſand buſhels of wheat in stack. It was reſolved to

thraſh this out, and bring it down to Hadley. While

Captain Lothrop, with a choſen corps of youn men, the

flower of the county oſ Eſſex, was guarding t e teams,

employed in this ſervice, ſeven or eight hundred Indians

ſuddenly attacked him. Though he ſought with great

bravery, yet he fell with nearly his whole party. Many

of the teamsters were alſo cut off. Ninety or an hun

dred men were killed on the ſpot. Captain Moſely,who

was stationed at Deerfield, marched to reinſorce Cap

tain Lothrop, but he arrived too late for his aflistance.

Captain Moſely was then obliged to fight the whole bo

dy oſ the enemy, for ſeveral hours, until the brave Major

Treat of Connecticut, with about: hundred and ſixty

Engliſhmen and Moheagan Indians, marched up to his

affiltance, and put the enemy to flight' The fall of

Captain Lothrop and ſuch a ſine body of men, was a

heavy loſs to the country; eſpecially to the county of

Eſſex, filling it with great and univerſal lamentation.

 

Captain

Lothrop

and his

party kill

ed, Sept.

'801.

* The commiſiioners, about the middle of Scptcmber, order

ed rooo men to be raiſed for the general defence. Of theſe soo

were 'o be dragoune. with long arms. Connecticut were requir

ed to raiſe 31; men for their proportion. A conſiderable part

nſthis force was employed by Connecticut, under Majm- Treat,

for the defence of the upper towns. Captain Watt' had been

ſent with a company to Deerfield ſome time before.
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DURING the term of about forty years, the Indians,

in the Vicinity of Springfield, had lived in the greatest

harmony with the Engliſh, and still made the stongest

profeſſions of friendſhip ; yet, about this time, they con

ſpired with Philip's warriors for the destruction of that

town. At the distance of about a mile from it they had

a fort. The evening before they made their aſſault,

they received into it about three hundred of Philip's war

riors. The ſame evening, one Toto, a Windſor Indian,

diſcovered the plot, and diſpatches were immediately

ſent off, from Windſor to Springfield, and to Major

Treat, who lay at Westfield, with the Connecticut troops,

to apprize them ofthe danger. But the pe0ple at Spring

field were ſo strongly perſuaded ofthe friendſhip of thoſe

Indians, that they would not credit the report. One

Lieutenant Cooper, who commanded there, was ſo infat

uated, that as ſoon as the morning appeared, instead of

collecting his men and preparing for the defence of the

town, he with another bold man rode out, with a deſign

to go to the fort, and diſcover how the matter was. He

ſoon met the enemy, who killed his companion, by his

fide, and ſhot ſeveral balls through his body. As he was

a man of great strength and courage, he kept his horſe,

though mortally wounded, until he reached the first garri

ſoned houſe,and gave the alarm. The enemy immediate

ly commenced a furious attack upon the town, and be

gan to ſet fire to the buildings. The inhabitants were in

the utmost consternation. They had none to command

them, and must ſoon have all fallen abloody ſacrifice to a

mercileſs foe, had not Major Treat appeared for their re

lief. Upon receiving intelligence of the deſigns of the

enemy, he marched,without loſs of time', but meeting

with conſiderable hindrance in croſling the river, for Want

of boats, his arrival was not in ſuch ſeaſon as to prevent

the attack. He ſoon drove off the enemy, ſaved the in

habitants, and aconſiderable part of the town. Great

damage, however, was done in a very ſhort time. Thir

ty dwelling houſes, beſides bams and out houſes were

burned. Major Pyncheon and Mr. Purchas ſustained

each the loſs of a thouſand pounds.* Mr. Pelatiah Glov
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* Major Pyncheon was at Hadley, but drd not come down

with the troops there, in ſeaſon to prevent this great damage.

He had, until this time, the chicfcommand, in that part of the

conntry, but he ſoon after refigned it that he might take care of

his own affairs.
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er, minister of the town, lost his houſe witha large and

excellent library.

In this stage of the war, the general aſſembly of Can.

necticut convened, October 14th. The court, ſenſible

of the good conduct oſ Major Treat, in defending the co

lony and the towns on Long-"land against the Dutch,

and in relieving Captain Moſely and Springfield, return

ed him public thanks, appointed him to the command of

all the troops to be raiſed in the colony, to act against

the enemy, and deſired his acceptance of the ſervice.

UPON intelligence from the Reverend Mr. Fitch, that

a large body of the enemy were approaching the town

of Norwich, Major Treat was directed to march forth

with for the defence of that part of the colony. But ſoon

after, his orders were countermanded, and he marched

for Northampton. Here he arrived in ſeaſon to render

his country another piece of important ſervice. The

enemy had been ſo elated with their various ſuccefl'es,

that, having collected about eight hundred of their war

riors, they made a furious attack upon Hadley. Almost

every part of the town was aſſaulted at the ſame instant.

But the town was defended by officers and men of vig

ilance and ſpirit, ſo that the enemy every where met with

a warm reception. Several parties of the Maſſachuſetts

troops, who were in the neighbouring garriſons, flew to

their aſſistance, and Major Treat, advancing with his uſu

al diſpatch from Northampton, ſoon attacked them, with

his whulc force, and they were put to a total flight.

They ſustained ſuch loſs and were ſo diſheartened, that,

from this time, the main body of them leſt that part of

the country, and held their general rendezvous in Narra

ganſet. Small numbers however remained, doing

damage as they had opportunity, and keeping the people

in conſtant fear and alarm.

FROM the intelligence communicated to the general

aſſembly of Connecticut, during the October ſeſſion,it

appeared, that the enemy had deſigns upon almost all the

ſrontier towns in the colony. Each county was therer

fore required to raiſe ſixty dragoons, complete in arm',

horſes. and ammunition, for the immediate defence of

the colony, wherever their ſervice might be neceſſary.

Captain Avery was appointed to the command of forty

Englilhmen from the towns oſ New-London, Stoning

ton, and Lime, with ſuch a number of Pequots as he

ſhould judge expedient, for the defence of that part of

the country, and the annoyance of the enemy, as occa
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ſion ſhould preſent. Captain John Maſon was appoint- Boox I.

ed to command another party of twenty Engliſhmen and w

the Moheagan Indians. Theſe parties were ordered to 1675. '

post themſelves in the best manner to guard the eastem

towns, and to act conjointly or ſeparately, as emergen

cics ſhould require. An army oſ one hundred and twen

ty dragoons was appointed to act against the enemy, un

der the command 0f Major Treat. It was ordered, that

all the towns ſhould be fortified, and that every town.

ſhould provide the best places of defence, of which it was

capable, for tF-e ſecurity of the women and children, who

were directed to repair to them upon the first intimationsof

danger. The inhabitants of the towns on the frontiers,

who were few in number, and most expoſed, were advi

ſed to remove their besteffects, and people unable todefend

themſelves, into the more populous parts of the colony,

where they might be in a more probable state oſ ſafety.

THBNarraganſets, in direct violation of the treaty, The Nzr.

which they had made with the colonies, gave a friendly raganſet'

reception to Philip's men and other hostilc Indians. maid'

The commiſſioncrs of the United colonies were ſatisfied, "m"

that ſome of them had been in actual ſervice, in the af

faults which had been made upon the Engliſh. Their Red-oned

young men had returned wounded to Narraganſet. It the expc.

was ſuppoſed, that the Narraganſet ſachems could muſ- dition a

ter two thouſand warriors, and that they had a thouſand Samst

mulkets. lt was judged, that iſ they ſhould all engage, ſhun'

in the ſpring, in open hostilities, and ſcatter, as the

might, into all parts of the country, all the force, which

the colonies could bring into the field, would not be ſuf

ficient to defend the plantations against the united exer

tions of the enemy. In the ſummer and fall past, one

company of brave men after another had been cut off,

and future proſpects were not more favorable. The

eommiſſioners of the United colonies therefore reſolved,

that an army oſ a thouſand men ſhould be raiſed, for a

winter campaign, to attack the enemy at their head quar

ters, in the Narraganſet country. The colony of Maſſa

chuſetts furniſhed a corps of five hundred and twenty-ſev

en men, conſistin of ſix companies of foot and a troop of

horſe, commande by Major Appleton. Plimouth furniſh

ed onehundred and fifty-eight men,conſistingoftwocom

panies,under the command of MajorBradford and Ca tain

Gorham. The proportion of Connecticut was t re'

hundred and fifteen men, but they ſent into the field

X a -

Number

Of men.
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Boort I. three hundred Engliſh men and 1 50 Moheagan and Pe

L/W quot Indians.

1675.

Danger of
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Dcc.. 18 .
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Lord's

day' DCC.

[9.

Theſe were divided into five companies,

commanded by Captains Seely, Gallop, Maſon, Warts,

and Marſhall. This corps was commanded by Major

Treat. The honorable Joſiah Winflow, Eſquire, gov

ernor of New-Plimouth, was appointed commander in

chief. The orders of the commiſſioners to Connecticut

were iſſued at Boston, the rath of November. They re

quired, that the best officers and firmest men ſhould be

appointed, and arme'd and clothed in the best manner.

It was required, that 'the troops ſhould rendezvous at

New-London, Norwich, and Stonington, by the loth oſ

December, ready to receive orders from the commander

in chief.

THE commiſlioners were ſenſible, that an expedition,

at this ſeaſon, would be most distreſsful and hazardous.

Such is the extremity of the weather, in this climate, that

they were not without apprehenſions, the whole army

might periſh, ſhould the troops be obliged to lie uncovered

a ſingle night in the open field. ' It did not eſcape their

deliberations, that the ſnow often fell ſo deep, that it

would be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſend

any fuccours to the army, in caſe of any misfortune;

but they conſidered this as the only probable expedient of

deſeating the enemy, and preventing the deſolating of the

country. They obſerved, '5 It Was a humbling provi

5- dence of Cor), that put his poor people to be medita.

" ting a matter oſ war at ſuch a ſeaſon." They up

pointed the ſecond of December to be obſerved as a ſol

emn fast to ſeek the divine aid."I I.

The Connecticut troops arrived at Pettyquamſcot, on

the i7th of December. Here had been a number of

buildings, in which the troops expected to have been

covered and kindly entertained, but the enemy, a day or

two before, had killed ten men and five women and chil

dren, and burned all the houſes and bams. The next

day, they formed a junction with the Maſſachuſetts and

Plimouth forces. Though the evening was cold and

stormy, the troops were obliged to remain uncovered in

the open field. The next morning, at the dawning of

the day, they commenced their march towards the ene

my, who were in a ſwamp at about fifteen miles distance.

The troops from Maſſachuſetts, headed bv Captains

Moſely and Davenport, led the van ; thdir rcar was

t
' .Lette" Of the Commlffioncrs to Connecticut.
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brought up by Major Appleton and Captain Oliver. Gen- Boox I,

eral Winflow, with the Plimouth companies, formed inw

the centre z and the troops of Connecticut formed in the 1675. .

rear of the whole, brought up by Major Treat. This

was the line of march."'

THE troops proceeded with great ſpirit, wading

through the ſnow, in a ſevere ſeaſon, until nearly one

o'clock, without fire to warm or food to refreſh them,

except what had been taken on the way. At this time, _ _

they had arrived just upon the ſeat of the enemy. This s'mfllo"

was upon a riſing ground, in the centre of a large ſwamp. ſum" me'

It was fortified with paliſades, and compaſſed with a yſi

hedge without, nearly of a rod s thickneſs. The only en

trance, which appeared practicable, was over a log or tree,

which lay_ up five or ſix feet from the ground. This

opening was commanded in front by a kind of log houſe,

and on the left by a flanker. As ſoon as the troops en

tered the ſkirts of the ſwamp, they diſcovered an advan

ced partyof the enemy, uponwhom they-immediately fired.

The enemy returned the fire, and retired before them,

until they were led to the very entrance by the block

houſe. Without reconnoitering the fort, or waiting for Aluck

the army to march up and form for the attack, the Maſ- "pan the

ſachuſetts troops, led on by their officers, with great fort.

courage, mounted the tree and entered the fort ; but

they were ſo galled from the black-houſe, and received

ſuch a furious and well directed fire from almost every

quarter, that, after every exertion of ſkill and courage, of

which they were capable, they were obliged to retreat out

of the fort. The whole army preſſed forward with the

utmost courage and exertion, but ſuch were the obstruc

tions from the ſwamp and the ſnow, that it was a conſid

erable time before the men could all be brou ht up to ac

tion. By reaſon of this, and the ſharpneg of the fire

from the flanker and black-houſe, a ſufficient number of

men were not able to enter the fort to ſupport thoſe brave

officers and men, who ſo courageoufiy began the aſſault.

Captains Johnſon and Davenport, and many brave men

of the Maſſachuſetts, were killed. The Connecticut Dm "_ '

troops, who formed in the rear, coming up to the charge,

mounted over the log before the black-houſe, the captains

leading and ſpiriting up the men in the most undaunted

manner. About the ſame time that the main body of

the Connecticut troops were forcing their way by the

* Hubbard" Narrative, p. 104.



356 THE HISTORY CHAP.XIV.

BOOK I. block--houſe,a few bold men ran rouv d to the oppoſite

wpart of the fort, where they found a n rrow ſpot where

;(,75. there were no paliſades, but a high and thick hedge of

trees and bruſh. The ſharpneſs of the action in the front

had drawn off the enemy from this part, and climbing

over unobſerved, they ran down between the wigwams,

and poured a heavy and well directed fire upon the back'

of the enemy, who lay wholly expoſed to their ſhot.*

Thus aſſualted, in front and rear, they were driven from

the flanker and black-houſe. The captains crying out,

they run, they run, the men preſſed ſo ſurioully upon

them, that they were forced from that part of the fort.

The ſoldiers without ruſhed in, with great ſpirit, and the

enemy were driven from one covert and hiding place to

another, until the middle of the fort was gained ; and af

The ene- ter a long and bloody action they were totally routed and

ml'defflW fled into the wilderneſs. . As they retired, the ſoldiers

_ ſet fire to the wigwams, about ſix hundred of which were

wan" instantly conſumed. The enemy's corn, stores, and

burnt. utenſils, with many of their old men, women, and chil

dren,periſhed in the confiagration. It was ſuppoſed,that

three hundred warriors were ſlain, beſides many wound

ed, who afterwards died of their wounds and with the

cold. Nearly the ſame number were taken, with three

hundred women and children. From the number of

wigwarns in the fort, it is probable that the whole num

ber of the Indians was nearly four thouſands. Thoſe

who were not killed in battle, or did not periſh in the

flames, fied to a cedar ſwamp, where they ſpent the night,

without food, fire, or covering.

I'r was nevertheleſs a dearly bought victory. Six

brave captains fell in the action, and eighty men were

killed or mortally wounded. A hundred and fifty were

wounded who afterwards recovered. After the ſatiguing

march and hard fought battle, of - three hours, in which

the troops had been exerciſed, the army, just at the ſet

ting ofthe ſun, having burnt and destroyed all in their

power, left the enemy's ground, and, carrying about

March to two hundred dead and wounded men, marched back, ſix.

Quar- teen or eighteen miles, tohead-quarters. The night

Was very Cold and stormy. The ſnow ſell deep, and_ it

 

n ' Manuſeripts ofthe Rev. Mr. Ruggle'. He obſerves, " It i'

.. zrpgy "f'ngs ſo curious and remarkable, and wherein the band

i Narr'fvfflſgnce ſo evidently appeared as in taking the fort at

t' Nun,ng ce' ſhOUId be loft. They deſerve to be recorded in
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was not until midnight, or after, that the army got in.

Many oſ the wounded, who otherwiſe might have recov

ered, died with the cold, and the ſatigue and inconve

niences of ſuch a distreſiing march-j- Aſter lying the pre

ceding night in the open field, and after all the exertion

of ſo long and ſharp an action, the army marched, through

ſnow and a pathleſs wilderneſs, in leſs than twenty-four

hours, more than thirty miles. The courage exhibited

by every part of the army, the invincible heroiſm of the

officers, the firmneſs and reſolution oſ the ſoldiers, when

they ſaw their captains falling before them, and the hard

ſhips endured, are hardly credible, and rarely find a par

allel in ancient or modern ages. The cold was extreme,

and the ſnow fell ſo deep that night, that it was difficult,

the next day, ſor the army to move. Many oſ the ſold

iers were frozen, and their limbs exceedingly ſwollen.

Four hundred were diſabled and unlit for duty. The

Connecticut troops were more diſabled than thoſe oſ the

other colonies. They had endured a tedious march from

Stonington to Pettyquamſcot; and as the buildings there

were all destroyed, they endured great hardſhips before

their junction with the troops of the other colonies.

They had ſustained a much greater loſs, in the action, in

proportion to their numbers, than the troops of the other

colonies.* Of the five Connecticut captains, three,

 

_of their wounds afterwards.

+ It appears, by the letters from the army, that twenty men

only were killed in the action. This was the whole number

dead when the army began their march fnr head-quarters. Eight

were left on the ground, and twelve carried off by the army.

Ten or twelve died on the march, and ſeveral next morning, ſo

that on the aoth of December,thirty-four were buried in a grave.

Four died the neat day, and two the day after. Forty only were

dead on the nd. Though the beſt ſurgeons, which the country

could furniſh, were provided, yet the ſeaſon was ſo ſevere, and

the accummodations, after all the exertions which could be made,

ſo poor, that, by the end ofJanuary, twenty more were in their

graven. The number mentioned, as killed, in the ancient histo

ries, included all who were killed or died afterwards of their

wounds.

* The whole number killed and wounded was about two hund

red. From the return-and letters before me, it appears, that of

the Maſſachuſetts there were one hundred killed and wounded,

of whom thirty-one were killed or died of their wounds. A

mong theſe were Captain' Johnſon, Davenport, and Gardiner.

They had alſo a Licutenant Upham mortally wounded, who died

afterwards at Boston. Plimouth ſustained the loſs of twenty

killed and wounded; eight or nine, it ſeems, were killed or died

Of the three hundred Engliſhmen

from _Conne6,tieut eighty wert killed and wounded, twenty in

Captain Secly's, twenty in Captain Gallop's, ſcventeen in Captain

Boox I.

Courage
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and hard
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State of
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onthe

zoth.
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Boo't I. Seely, Gallop, and Marfhall, were killed, and Captain

wMafon received a wound, of which he died about nine

16;5.
mouths after. Marſhall was killed as he aſcended the

tree before the leg-houſe. The fire of the enemy was

dreadful, when the Connecticut men were entering and

after they first entered the fort, until the men,who came

in upon the backs of them, began to fire their large muſ

kets loaded with piſtol bullets upon them, where they

ſtood together in the clofest manner. This at once dif

concerted them, and checked their fire, in that quarter.

Gallc-p and Seely, leading and animating their men, in

this dreadful moment, ſoon fell. The enemy made an

obſtinate defence,after the men gained the fort the ſecond

time, taking the advantage of their block-houfes, wig

wams, and every covert, of which they could avail them

ſclves. Some of the ſoldiers expended all their ammu

nition before the action was terminated, and were obliged

to ſeek new ſnpplies.

THE troops from Connecticut had ſustained ſuch a loſs

of officers, and were ſo difabled, that Major Treat judged

it abfolutely neceſſary to return to Connecticut, where he

Watts", nine in Captain Maſon's, and r4 in Captain Marſhall"

company. Of theſe about 40 were killed or died of their wound'.

About halfthe loſs, in this bloody action, fell upon Connecticut.

The legillatnre of the colony, in a repreſentation of the ſervice'

they had performed in the war, ſay, " ln that ſignal ſervice, the

" fort tight, in Narraganfet, a' we had our full number, in pro

" portion with the other conlederates, ſo all ſay they did their

** full proportion of ſervice. Three noble ſoldiers. Seely, cour

" ageous Marſhall, and bold Callop, died in the bed ofhonor;

U and valiant Mafon, a fourth captain, had his death's wound.

*' There died many brave officers, and fentinels, whoſe memory

" is bleſſed; and whoſe death redeemed our liver. The bitter

" cold, the tarled ſwamp, the tedious march, the strong fort. the

numerous and stuhborn enemy they contended with, for their

U GOD, king, and country, be their trophies over death. He

that commanded our forces then, and now us, made no leſs

than ſeventeen fair ſhots at the enemy, and was thereby a' oft

a fair mark for them. Our mourners, o'er all the colony, wit

neſs for our_men, that they were not unſaithful in that day."

It is the tradition that Major, afterward' Governor Treat, re

ceived a ball through the brim ofhia hat, that he was the last man

who left the fort, In the duſk of the evening, commanding the

"3;" Of the 'ſmY- The burning the wigwams, the ſhriek' and

giſieisbpfſihe women and children, and the yelling of the warrior'

"longer a molt horrible and affecting ſcene, ſo that it greatly

and during-i: the ſoldiers. They_ were in much doubt then,

enemies alive CH- Diſsen ſeriouſly enquired, whether burning their

0 m wind l OU be conſistent w'th humanity, and the benev

Þ es of the goſpel. Manuſcripta of the Rev- Mrs

If

Them" RU-SEles.
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might recruit them, and cover them with more conve- Boox I.

nience than could poſſibly be done in that part of the w

country. The wounded men, who were not able to z675.

travel, were put on board veſſels and carried to Rhode

Istand. The Connecticut troops, in their march from

Stonington to Pettyquamſcot, killed fix and captivated

ſeven of the enemy. On their return home, they killed

and captivated about thirty more.

THE Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth troops kept the field

the greatest part of the winter, ranged the country, cap

tivatcd numbers of the enemy, brought in conſiderable

quantities of corn and beans, and burned more than 200

wigwams *, but achieved nothing brilliant or deciſive.

In the whole, in the fort and in the country, the Engliſh

burned between eight and nine hundred wigwams, and

destroyed almost the whole of the enemy's proviſions.

This was much more distreſſmg, and had a greater influ

ence in their total ruin, than was at first imagined.

MEANWHiLE much pains were taken to' make peace,

and various meſſages paſſed between the Engliſh and the

Indians,on that ſubject; but they would not accept of any

overturcs which the colouies thought proPer to make to

them.

As the enemy had lost their dwellings and principal

stores, in Narraganſct, the great body of their warriors

moved off to the northward, to the Nipmuck country,

' and into the wilderneſs, north of Brookſield. They were

not however idle. The latter part of January they drove 3676

off, from one man, at Warwick, as they took leave 0

their country, ſixteen horſes, fifty neat cattle, and two

hundred ſheep. In February, the Narraganſet and Nip- Lancznu

muck lndians ſell upon Laucaster, and plundered and burnt

burned the greatest part oſ the town. They either killedor captivated forty oſ the inhabitants.1- Some days after, "faultid

they made an aſſault on Medfield, killed twenty men, and ng. zo.

laid nearly half of the town in aſhes. .

MARCH was a month of still greater diſasters. The

towns of Northampton and Springfield, of Chelmsſord,

Groton, Sudbury, and Marlborough, in Maſſachuſetts,

and of Warwick and Providence, in. Rhode-Iſland, were

aſſaulted; and ſome of them partly, and others entirely,

destroyed. Many of the inhabitants were killed, and

others led away into a miſerable captivity.

 

'I- The enemy ſet fire to the garriſon houſe, and the women

Ind_childrcn were all captivated, among whom was the wife and

family of Mr. Rowlandſon, minister of the town.
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I

Boox I; Can-am Pierce, about the ſame time, with fifty En

WV gliſhmen and twenty friendly Indians, was drawn into an

'6762 ambuſh, and ſurrounded by a great body of the enemy,
C-ſipmm who ſlew ever En liſhman, and the greatest part of the

Plerce _ _Y g

[med Indians. This was a great loſs to ſo ſmall a colony a'

March 26. Plimouth, to whom Captain Pierce and his company be

longed. Two days after, the enemy ſell upon Rehoboth,

flaw' in the Vicinity of Swanzey, where hostilities first began,

and burned forty dwelling-houſes, beſides barns and out

houſes.

_ CAPTuN Wadſworth, a brave officer, with fifty men,

HIS?" marching, ten days before, to the relief of Sudbury, was

worm ſurrouuded by a numerous body of the enemy, and fell

killed. with his whole party. Maſſachuſetts, at this time, wa'

in great distreſs and ſorrow. It was feared by many,

that the whole colony would be depopulated. But it

was now full tide with the enemy, they ſoon received an

important check, and began rapidly to decline.

C ct, IN February 1676, a number of volunteers from Con

cstnxlu'ſ; necticut, belonging principally to New-London, Nor

nfl-L wich, and Stonington, formed themſelves into companie'

under Major Palms, Captain George Deniſon, Captain

James Avery, and Captain John Stanton, for the annoy

ance of the enemy. They engaged a number of Mohea

gans, Pequots, and Narraganſets to be aſſociates with

them, for the ſake of plunder and other conſideration:

The Moheagans were commanded by Onecho, one of the

ſons of Uncas ; the Pequots by Caſſaſmamon their chief a

and the Narraganſets, conſisting of about twenty men, by

Catapazet. Theſe latter were Ninigrate's men, who in

time past had given the colonies ſo much trouble ; but

at this time they remained quiet, and would not join the

other Narraganſet ſaehemsq:

Tn ESB companies began to range the Narraganſe'

country, and harraſs the enemy, the latter part of Febru

ary, and continued making their incurſions from that

time until the enemy were driven from thoſe quarters.

As ſoon as one company returned another went out im

mediately, ſo as to keep the enemy in continual alarm.

Their ſucceſs was admirable. -

falsen ſuc. CAPTAIN Deniſon of Stonington,on the 27th of March,

es' began a very ſucceſsful incurſion into the country.

'
 

I'ZIL'The pr'nc'pal ſeat of Ninigrate was at Westerly, which for

znxy'bcgonged to _Stonu_'gton. He put himſelf under the En

deth: K'Zd he, an_d his Induans were the only ones, who were not

OY , or driven from that part of the country.

\7
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NANUNTTBNOO, or Canonchet, the head ſachem of all Boox I.

the Narraganſets, ſon of Miantonimoh, inheritor of all w

his pride, and of his inſolence and hatrcd towards the 1576. '

Engliſh, had ventured down from the northern wilder'

'leſs to Seaconlr, near the ſeat of Philip, to procure ſeed

corn to plant the towns, which the Engliſh had deſerted

upon Connecticut river. He had been aiding in the

ſlaughter of Captain Picrce and his men just before. Af

ter-'Captain Deniſon and his party had wearied them

ſelves for ſeveral days, in hunting the enemy, they came

upon their traclts near Blackston's river, and ſoon diſcov

ered, by a ſquaw whom they took, that Nanunttenoa was

in a wigwam not far distant. The Captain made diſ

poſitions immediately to ſurpriſe him. While he was

casting of that great feat of cutting off Captain Piercc, Nznunub

and diverting himſelf with the story, the Engliſh came noo ſur

upon him. Some of his party, diſcovering them, ran off Priſed and

with great pr'ecipitation; but 'one more faithful than the When'

rest entered the wigwam, and acquainted him with his

danger. He instantly fled with all his might. Catapa

zet, from the manner of his running, ſuſpecting it was

Nanunttenoa, gave chaſe with as much eagerneſs as he

fled. The other Indians, who were most light of foot,

joined in the purſuit. They preſſed him ſo hard, that he

ſoon threw off his blanket, and then his ſilverlaced coat,

which had been given him at Boston. The pUrſuers,

perceiving that they were not mistaken with reſpect to

the perſon, employed their utmost exertions to ſeize him.

At length, plunging through the river, his foot ſlipped,

upon a ſmooth stone, and he fell and wet his gun. One

Monopoide, a Pequot, outrunning the other lndians,

leaped through the river after him, and ſoon laid hold

upon him. Though he was a man of a goodly stature,

and of great strength and courage, yet he made no reſist

ance. One Robert Stanton, a young man, was the first

Engliſhman who came up to him. He aſked him ſeveral

questions; but this haughty ſachem, looking, with diſ

dain upon his youthſul countenance, replied, in broken.

Engliſh, U You too much child, no understand matters

" of war. Let your captain come, him [will anſwer."

This party, in about ſixteen days, killed and took nearly

fifty of the enemy, without the loſs of a ſingle man.

This ſucceſs was much greater on the account of the cap

ture of the chief ſachem, and a number of counſellors

and war Captains.

Y r
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BOOK I.

w

1676.

Death of

Governor

Winthrop

April sth.

,NANUNTTEN00 would not accept of life when offered

upon the condition, that he would make peace with the

Engliſh -, nor would he ſo much as ſend one of his coun

ſellors to make a ſingle propoſal for that purpoſe. When

he was made acquainted, that it was determined to put

him to death, he ſaid, " He liked it well; that he ſhould

U die before his heart was ſoft, or he had ſpoken any

V thing unworthy of himſelf." The Moheagan ſachem,

his counſellors, and the principal Pequots ſhot him at

Stonington. Thoſe brave volunteer captains and their

flying parties had, at this time, killed and captivated for

ty-four of the enemy, and before the end of April, ſev

enty-ſix more, about a hundred and twenty in one month.

Among theſe was another ſachem, a grandſon of Pom

ham, who was esteemed the best ſoldier and most warlike

of all the Narraganſet ſachems. They made, in the ſpring,

ſummer, and fall, ten or twelve expeditions, in which

they killed and captivated two hundred and thirty of the

enemy, took fifty muſlcets, and brought in one hundred

and ſixty buſhels of their corn. They drove all the Nar-u

taganſet Indians out of their country, except thoſe at

Westerly under Ninigrate." In all theſe expeditions they

had not one man killed or wounded.1-v Governor Hutch

inſon obſerves, that " the brave actions of the Connecti

'5 cut volunteers have not been' enough applauded. Den

N iſon's name ought to be perpetuated."

WHILE Connecticut had the honor and happineſs of

giving a check to the war, the colony ſustained a heavy

loſs in the death of Governor Winthrop. He had been

choſen one of the commiſiioners from Connecticut, the

May preceding, to the court of the commillioners of the

Unitcd colonies. Upon the meeting of this court, early

'in the ſpring, he went to Boston, where he was taken ſick

and died, April zth, 1676, in the 71st year of his age.

He was honorably interred, at Boston, in the ſame tomb

with his father.

He was the eldest ſon of the honorable John Win

throp, Eſquire, the first governor of Maſſachuſetts. His

birth was at Groton in England, 1605. His father gave

him a liberal education, at the Univerſity of Cambridge,

in England', and afterwards ſupported him ſome years

at the Univerſity of Dublin, in Ireland. As travelling

was conſidered a great accompliſhment to a young gen

 

His char

acter.

* Declaration of the volunteern, ſworn before Governor Sal

tonstall. >

1- Hubbard'a Narrativc, from p. 125, to 131.
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tleman, he travelled into France, Holland, Germany, It- BOOK I.

aly, and Turkey. With theſe advantages he returned to w

England, not only a great ſcholar, rich in experience and 1676.

literature, but a most accompliſhed gentleman. While

he collected the literathre and excellencies oſ the various

nations and countries through which he paſſed, he cau

tiouſly avoided their errors and vices. He was a puritan

of distinguiſhed piety and morals. After his return from

his travels, he came into New-England, with his father's

family, in 1631, and was choſen one of the magistrates

of the colony of Maſſachuſetts. He afterwards went in

to England; and in 1635, returned with a commiffion

to erect a ſort at the mouth of Connecticut river, and to

be governor of that part of the country. In 1651, he

was choſen one oſ the magistrates oſ Connecticut. In

165 7, he was elected governor, and the next year deputy

governor. In 1659, he was again choſen governor; from

which time he was annually re-choſen to that office, un

til his death. He was one of the greatest chymists and

phyſicians of his age, a member of the royal ſociety of

philoſophical tranſactions, and one of the most distin

guiſhed characters in New-England. He rendered many

important ſervices to the colony, was exceedingly beloved

in life, and died greatly and univerſally lamented. .

AT the election May 1 Ith, William Leet, Eſquire, Election

was choſen governor, and Robert Treat, Eſquire, deputy Mfllylſſlth'

governor. Captain John Maſon was choſen magistrate cht'mflſh

to fill the vacancy made by the advancement of Major thou;"

Treat, to the office of deputy governor. No alteration governor

was made with reſpect to the other officers.

THE aſſembly voted three hundred and fifty men, who, The aſ

with the friendly Indians, were to be a standing army, ſrmblY

to defend the country and harraſs the enemy. Major an

John Talcott was appointed to the chief command. The 7'

Reverend Gerſhom Bulkley, of Wethersfield, was ap

pointed ſurgeon, and Mr. James Fitch, Chaplain. Mr.

Bulkley was viewed as one oſ the greatest phyſicians and. ,

ſurgeons then in Connecticut. The aſſembly ordered

that the ſurgeon and Chaplain ſhould be of the council of

War.

MAjOR TALCoTT, on his appointment to the com- Major

mand of the army, reſigned the office of treaſurer, and TR'Cfflt

William Pitkin, Eſquire, was appointed to that office, by arm'd'

the aſſembly. '

THE first general rendezvous of the army, this year,

was at Notwich. From thence Major Talcott marched,
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Boox I.

'1176.

Hungry

march.

July 3d.

the beginning of June, with about two hundred and fifty

Engliſh ſoldiers and two hundred Moheagans and Pe

quot lndians, up towards the Wabaquaſſet country,

ſcouring the woods through that long tract. They found

the country every where deſerted. The ſort and wig

wzrms at Wabaquaffet were deſerted. Nothing more

could be done there, than demoliſh the Indian fortreſs

and destroy about fifty acres of corn which the enemy had

planted. On the 5th of June, the army marched to

Chanagongum, in the Nipmuck country. There they

killed nineteen Indians, and took thirty-three captives.*

The army then marched to uaboug, or Brookſield, and

thence to Northampton. This was a long march, in

which the troops ſuffered greatly for want oſ proviſions.

It has ever ſince, in Connecticut, been known by the

name of the long and hungry march. Major Talcott

expected to have met with the Maſſachuſetts forces at

Brookfield, or in that Vicinity, but they did not arrive.

ON the 1 ath oſ June, four days after the arrival of the

Connecticut troops at Northampton , about ſeven hundred

Indians made a ſurious attack upon Hadley; but Major

Taleott, with his party, ſoon appeared for the relief of

the garriſon, and drove off the enemy. His ſeaſonable

arrival was providentially a happy circumstance, which

probably ſaved Hadley and other towns upon the river.

SOMETlME after the Maſſachuſetts forces arrived, and

in conjunction with Major Talcott and his ſoldiers, ſeour.

ed the woods on both ſides the river, as far as the falls

at Deerſield. The enemy by this time, had made their

eſcape from that part of the country. The army broke

up their fiſheries, destroyed their fiſh and other stores,

recovered ſome stolen goods, and returned without effect

ing any thing very important.

Arraa Major Talcott had ſpent about three weeks in.

ſervice upon the river, he left that quarter, and marched

through the wildemeſs towards Providence and the Nar

raganſet country. On the Lst of July, the army came

near a large body of the enemy, and took four. Two

days after, Major Talcott ſurpriſed the main body oſ them,

by the ſide of a large cedar ſwamp. He made ſuch a.

diſpoſition of his men, and attacked them ſo ſuddenly,

that a conſiderable number were killed and taken on the

ſpot; others eſcaped to the ſwamp. The troops com

paſſed the ſwamp, and after an action of two or three

 

I' M'jor Talcott'n letter to the committee of war, June 8, 1676;

I
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hours, killed and took 171. Thirty-four warriors were BOOK I,

killed in the action, and alſo Magnus, the ſunk fquaw or WV

old queen of Narraganfet, 90 of the captives were killed, 676'

and between 40 and 50 women and children preſerved

alive.

THE ſame day, the troops marched to Providence and

compaſſed the neck there, and afterwards, Warwick

neck z in which places they killed and captured 67.

Eighteen were killed. In theſe ſeveral rencounters, 238

were killed and taken with about 30 arms.*

Anour the 5th of July, the army returned to Con

necticut. In their rout they took 60 more of the enemy.

From about the beginning of Apri] to the 6th of July,

the Connecticut volunteers, and the troops under Majon

Talcott, killed and captivated about 420 of the enemyct

THE enemy, about this time, fell into a state of diviſ

ion, fear, and astoniſhment. They found that by at

tempting to destroy their Engliſh neighbours, they had

utterly ruined themſelves. A complication of evils con

ſpired for their destruction. The destruction of their

fort and principal stores, in the dead of winter, the burn

ing of their wigwams, and bringing offtheir corn and _

beans, in all parts of the country, put them to inexpreſ- D'flsfgfd

fible hardſhips and distreſſes. They had been able to gab; Lo;

plant but little, in the ſpring; what they had planted, any,

the Engliſh had destroyed ; they had been driven from

the ſea and rivers, and cut off from almost every kind of

ſubſxstence. They had been obliged to lie in ſwamps and

marſhes; to feed on horſe fleſh and other unwholefome

food -, all which gendered infirmity and death; ſo

that they became debilitated and diſheartened by fatigue,

famine, diſeaſe, and mortality.1: They could not keep

together, in any conſiderable bodies, for want of ſuste

nance. They were purſued and hunted from ſwamp to

ſwamp, and from one lurking place to another; ſo that,

in July and August, they began to come in to the Eng

liſh, in large bodies, and ſurrender themſelves to the

mercy of their conquerors. -

Muoa Talcott, after his return from Narraganſet, ha- The me,

ving recruited his men, a ſhort time in Connecticut, my fly to

took his (tation at Westfield. While he lay there, a Ilzrg'lfl

p

 

' Major Talcott" letter to the council of war,July 4th, 1676.

1' Hubbard's Narrati'e p. 131, 164, 166. Hutchinfon" history

withal' p' 303'113'6' d d b a
ome o t e capti'e' report that more die 7 cheſs,

than the ſword. '
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BOOK I. large body of the enemy was diſcovered fieeing to the

VW Westward. Major Talcott purſued them, and on the

1676. third day, about half way between Westfield and Albany,

Major diſcovered them lying on the west ſide of Houſatoniek

Talco" river entirelv ſecure. It was judged too late in the day

pur'ucs _ 7 4 ſ Th th ſ

and ſur_ to attack them to any purpo e. _ e army ere ore_re

priſes treated and lay upon their arms, m great ſilence, during

Wm- the night. Towards morning, the troops were formed

in two diviſions. One was ordered to paſs the river be

low the enemy, and to advancg and compaſs them in on

that ſide. The other party, creeping ſilently up to the

eaſt bank oſ the river, were to lie prepared instantly to

ſire, when they ſhould receive the ſignal from the other

diviſion, who when they had reached their ground, were

to fire a ſingle gun. But this well contrived plan was in

ſome meaſure diſconcerted. An Indian had left his

companions, in a dead ſleep, and proceeded down the

river to catch ſiſh. As the diviſion, on the west ſide of

the river, was advancing to ſurround the enemy, he diſ*

covered them, and roared out, U Awannux, Awannux."

Upon this, one of the party ſired and killed him on the

ſpot. The other diviſion, on the east ' bank of the river,

ſuppoſing this to be the ſignal gun, diſcharged upon the

enemy, as they were riſing in ſurpriſe, or lay upon the

ground, and killed and wounded a great number of them.

Thoſe who were not killed, or diſablcd by wounds, in

ſtantly fled, leaving their camp, baggage, proviſions, and

many oſ their arms. As the diviſion on the west ſide,

had not advanced to the ground deſigned, before the

alarm was given, the enemy made their eſcape, with

much leſs damage, than otherwiſe they could have done.

The troops purſued them ſome distance, but the woods

were ſo extreme] thick,that the ſoon diſa eared, and
the army returneyd. The ſacherri of Wabaupgp, or Brook

killed. fitld, was killed, and 44 other Indians were killed and

taken. Among the killed were a 5 warriors.+

SEVERAL brave captains and officers in the Maſſachu

ſetts, in July and Auguſt, were very ſucceſsful. Cap

tain Church oſ Plimouth, afterwards Major Church, a fa

mous partiſan, took ſeveral ſmall parties of the enemy.

The Indians, who were taken or came in to the Engliſh

to ſave their own lives, betrayed their friends, and led

the Engliſh captains to their haunts and hiding places.

 

1- .
bard-TRTEZSZ of the Rcvercnd Thoma' Rugsles and Hub
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Thus aſiisted, the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth ſoldiers

hunted Philip from week to week,and from place to place.

They killed and captured his brother, his counſellors and

- chief men, his wife and family z but his mind continued

firm and unbroken. In the midst of all this misfortune

and distreſs, he would hear no propoſals of peace. At

length, on the rath of August, Captain Church, led by

one of Philip's men, whom he had difaffected, by ſhoot

ing his brother, only for propoſing to him to make peace

with the colonies, ſurpriſed this famous ſachem, in a

ſwamp, near Mount Hope. As he was flying to make thp m.

his eſcape, the Indian who had been guide to the party, led, Auz.

ſhot him through the heart. Thus fell a brave enemy, "th

who had defended himſelf and his country, and what he

imagined to be his own, and the just rights of his coun

trymen, to the last extremity.

THE lndians in this part of the country now generally

ſubmitted to the Engliſh, or fled and incorporated with

distant and strange nations. After this time, very little

damage was done.

CoNNECTrCUT offered the ſame conditions to the ene

my, upon their ſubmiffion, which had been given to the

Pequots : That they ſhould have life, liberty, protection,

and ground to plant. Some principal incendiaries and

murderers however were excepted. They diſdained to

accept the terms, and generally fled their country. The

Nipmucks, Naſhawas, Pocomtocks, the Hadley and

Springfield Indians, fled to the French and their Indian:

in Canada. About 200 of them, after their ſurpriſe at

Houſatonick river, fled to the Moheaganders upon Hud

ſon's river, incorporated and became one with them. "

WHEN Philip began the war, he and his kinſwoman,

Wetamoe, had about 500 warriors, and the Narraganſets

nearly 2,ooo. The Nipmuck, Naſhawa, Pocomtock,

Hadley, and Springficld lndians, were conſiderably nu

merous. It is probable, therefore, that there were about

3,ooo warriors combined for the destruction of the New

England colonies, exclulive of the eastern Indians. The

war terminated in th. ir entire conquest and almost total

extinction. At the ſame time, it opened a wide door to

extenſive ſettlement and population.

THis however, in its connection with the war with

the eastern lndians, which commenced about the ſame Loſſfll"

time, was the most impoveriſhing and distreffing of any the waſ'

which New-England has ever experienced from its first

ſettlement to the preſent time. The war with the eaſy
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Boox I. tern lndians continued until the ſpring of the'year 1678.

wThe enemy killed and captivated great numbers of the

'676.
people, captured nearly twenty fiſhing veſſels with their

crews, and rioted in plunder and devastation, until most:

of the ſettlements in thoſe parts were ſwept away, and

the country was reduced to their dominationfl'

ABOUT 6oo of the inhabitants oſ New-England, the

greatest part of whom were the flower and strength of

the country, either ſell in battle, or were murdered by

the enemy. A great part of the inhabitants of the coun

try were in deep mourning. There were few families

or individuals who had not lost ſome near relative or

friend. Twelve or thirteen towns, in Maſſachuſetts,

Plimouth, and Rhode-lſland, were utterly destroyed, and

others greatly damaged. About 6oo buildings, chiefly

dwelling houſes, were conſumed with fireul- An almost

inſuperable debt was contracted, by the colonies, when

their numbers, dwellings, goods, cattle and all their re

ſources were greatly diminiſhed.

CONNECTICUT indeed had ſuffered nothing, in com

pariſon with her ſister colonies. Her towns and inhab

itants had been preſerved from the ravages of the enemy ;

þut about a ſeventh part of the whole militia was out up

 

* Dr. Bellmap's hist. vol. 1. p. 157, 159.

't This flatement of the loſs of lives, towns, and buildings, i'

made from an accurate enumeration of the various numbers men

tioned,in the ancient histories, of the lives lost, and oſ the town'

and buildiugs burned. But as there were doubtleſs many perſon'

killed, and others who died of their wounds, not mentioned in

thoſe accounts, they must have exceeded the number here ſtated.

The histories of thoſe troubles rarely mention the harm, flores,

and out-houſes burned; and ſometimes there is notice of the

burning of part of a town, and of the buildings in ſuch a tract,

without any ſpecificatinn of the number. Allthe building: in

Narraganſct, from Pr0vidence to Slonington, a tract ofabout ſif

ty mile', were burned, or otherwiſe deſtroyed. by the enemy.but

the numberi' not mentioned. The loſ' of buildings must there

fore have been much greater than has been mentioned.

The militia of Connecticut, in 1675, amountcd to a,250 men.

Ofthcſe, the commiflioners required 315, as their proportion of

the r,ooo men then to be raiſed.

_ If the proportion wasjust, there were about 7,r5o of the mili

tia ofthe United colonieI. Reckoning every fifth man a ſoldier,

and five perſons to every family, there were 7.]50 families and

_35.75o inhabitants, at that time in the United colonies. Accord

Ing to this ellimation, about one ſtnciblc man in eleven was kill

:egzgnd every eleventh fa_mi_y was burnt out ; or an eleventh p'rt

hied ewhole milltla, and ot_allthe buildings of the United colo

cctdzlug ſweÞ! 'Way by 'his predatory war. This greatly ex

w ſhe ſine lgſs m the late war with Great-Britain, in proportion

m ers and wealth of the United Statcs.
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onconstant ſervice, beſides the volunteers. A large, pro- BOOK I.

portion was obliged to watch and guard the towns atw

home. The particular towns were neceffitated to fortify 1676.

themſelves, with an encloſure of paliſadcs, and to prepare

and fortify particular dwellings for garriſon houſes,

which might, in the best manner, command the reſpec

ti'e tOWns z and to which the' aged peOple, women, and

children might repair, and be in ſafety, in the time of

danger. For three years after the War commenced, the

inhabitants paid eleven pence on the pound, upon the

grand list, excluſive of all town and pariſh taxes. After

the war was finiſhed, they had a conſiderable debt to diſ

charge. The colony, nevertheleſs, was highly distinguiſh

ed and favored in many reſpects. The numerous In

dians within it were not only peaeeable, but the Mohea-

gan: and Pequots were of great ſervice in the war. They

were not only a defence to the eastern towns, but eſpe

cially advantageous in diſcovering and hatraffing the ene

my, and in preventing a ſurpriſe by them. Connecticut

had not one party Of men ſurpriſed and cut Off during'

the war ; nor did the colony ſustain any conſiderable loſs

of men, at any time, except in taking the fort in Narra

ganſet. At the ſame time, the legiſiature and people

were happy, in giving ſeaſonable and powerful affistance

to their conſederates, and in repeatedly reſcuing whole

towns and parties, when in the most i'nminent danger.
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MEASURES adopted to diſcharge 'be public debt, andstttlt the

' country in pear-r. The reaſon: oft/Je colony': claim to Nard

ragnnstt. Tbeformerſettlerr and owner: aſ [and time

apply to Conntflimtfor protection. Major Tr'at goe: to

'be upper town: upon Conncctirut river, to trmt with 'be *

Imſunu. Fast: appointed through New-England. Act *

concerning the conquered land: in Norragzm et. Naviga- '

'ion act griewm to t/ye colonieſ. Governor Leet tain the

out/2 reflecting trode and migation. Anſwer: to gun-it:

from 'be lord: of trode andplantnnom. Protg/I again/I

Sir EdmundAndroſr': claim to Fiſher': Iſland. Clmrara

'or of Governor Leet. Commz'ffionerr appointed, by bit

maſts/ly, to tgcomine and make report concerning all claim:

w tial N'rrqa'ſrt mmtrzv, or king'sprovim'. The) re?

I
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' eminent in the

port in favor of Connrcticut. Anſwer: to the renewed'

claim oſthe Duke of Hamilton, and opinion: on the cafi.

Cannccſificut congratulate the arrival of Colour! Dungan,

governor of New-Torlz, and agree 'with him, reſpectng the

bon/'dary line between that colony and Connecticut. Pati

tion to King fame: II. Setllement of Waierbury. Quo

'warm'th against the colony. The zſſ'mbly petition hit

mnjzsty to continue their charter privileger. Sir Edmund

Androst made governor of lVew-England. Arriw: at

Harzford, take: the government by order oſhi: majesty.

The oppreſſion and cruelty oſhi: adminfſſratim. Diflnff'd

andſarrowfidſiatc oſthepeffile.

ONNECTICUT had now conquered the Narragan

ſet country, and in conjunction with the other

confederates, terminated the war, in this part of New

England. The legillature therefore addreſſed themſelves

to diſcharge the public debt, to ſettle the friendly Indians

in a state of peace among themſelves, and with the colo

nies, and to extend. their ſettlements in the Narraganſet

country, as well as in other parts of their juriſdiction.

To diſcharge the public debt, they levied a tax of eight

pence on the pound, upon the whole list of the colony,

in October annually during the term oſ two years. They

appointed a committee to hear all affairs, which the Mo

heagans, Pequots, and Natraganſets, under Ninigrate,or

Ninicrafr, had to lay before them, and to do whatever

they ſhould judge expedient to promote peace among

them, and to preſerve their friendſhip and attachment to

the Engliſh. For their encouragement, the legiflature

granted liberty for them to hunt, in all the conquered

lands,during their pleaſure. They were alſo authorized

to kill and destroy any of the enemy, who ſhould return

to their country, without ſubmitting to the colony and

accepting the terms which had been offered them.

_ AT the election, in May 1677, there was no alteration

in the legiilature, excepting the choice oſ Andrew Leet,

Eſqurre, into the magistracy, instead of Captain john'

Nhſon, Whodied, the September before, of the wounds

Pe llad received in taking the Narraganſet ſort. The

rszefloremor, deputy governor, and magistrates were

"je &Ul- for ſeveral years ſucceſſively. A committee

as aPPOfflWd, gy the aſſembly, to ſettle all aſſairs of gov

phc arraganſet country, and to report what

ing ZZFZZZYXC there adapted to the purpoſe of plantz
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As the Rhode-Iſlanders had deſerted the country, in Boorc I.

the war, and had done nothing in the defence of it, and w

asthe Connecticut volunteers had driven the enemy en- 1677.

tirely from that extenſive tract, the legiſlature determined Drfclmi

to plant and govern it, as part of this colony.FOR various reaſons they viewed the act of his majeſ- cut w ſed

ty's commiffioners, determining that Rhode-Iſland and ue and

Narraganfet ſhould be a province for the king, as a mere govern

nullity. Their eommiſſion gave them no power to make 'starragan'

new colonies. It required that Colonel Nichols ſhould Reaſomof

always be one of the council, that any of its acts might their de

be vaiid; but he was not preſent at that determination. termina

Further, Colonel Nichols, with two or three of his coun- non'

cil, afterwards reverſed that judgment.

lN the fame point of light they viewed the agreement

with Mr. Clark, as it was after Mr. Winthrop had ob

tained the Connecticut charter, and ſent it to the colony,

at which time his agency was terminated. Further, that

agreement Was entirely alien from thebuſineſs of his

agency, and without any instructions or authority from

the colony. The agreement with Mr. Clark was conſid

ered as a nullity, in another point of light, as the charter

to Rhode-lfiand recognized and had reference to one ar

ticle of the agreement only, and as R'xode-Iſland had

never ſubmitted to one of the other articles. In direct -

contravention of them, they had invaded the property of

the ſettlers named in it, wantonly carried off the produc

tions of their lands and fruits of their labors, driven off

their cattle, forced the inhabitants from their poſſeſiions,

burned their fences, and even pulled down their houſes.v

They had claimed juriſdiction over them, after they had,

in the year 1663, choſen to belong to Connecticut, and

formally put themſelves under the government of that

colony. They had not regarded the agreement even

with reſpect to the boundaries, but attempted to extend

their limits beyond what was expreſſed in the charter.

Beſides, when his majesty had previouſly granted that

tract to Connecticut, there remained, in law and reaſon,

no further right in him to that country He had noth

ing there further to grant. There ore he could grant

nothing there to Rhode-llland. Connecticut well knew

that Pawcatuck never was called Narraganſet river, and

that the Narraganſets never extended their claims ſo far

westward; but that Pawcatuck, and the country ſome

 

' Prayer of the inhabitants to the general court of Connecti

cut, on file, repreſenting the outrage' of the Rhode-lflanders.
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miles to the east of it, belonged to the Pequots.*_ For

theſe reaſons, the legiflature conſidered their title and

claim to this part of the colony as clear and just, as to any

other part of it whatever.

ELrSHA I-Iutehinſon, William Hudſon, and others, "

their aſſociates, claiming a large tract in the Pequot and

Narraganſet countryd- applied to the general aſſembly

for their aſlistance and protection, against Rhode-Iſland,

in the re-ſettlement of their lands. The aſſembly deter

iplined to extend their protection and government to

t em. .

AT the ſeffion in October, the upper towns, upon

Connecticut river, ſent meſſengers to the aſſembly, ac

quainting them, that there were conſiderable bodies of

Indians collected together in their vicinity -, and that

they made propoſals of peace. The meſſengers ſolicited

the aſſembly to ſond Major Treat, the deputy governor,

with a detachment of forty men, to Northampton, to

treat with them, or to defend thoſe towns, as occaſion

might require. The aſſembly complied with the request,

and the deputy governor proceeded immediately to North

ampton. He was instructcd, in the first place, to uſe

his utmost endeavours for the redemption of the captives,

with money, goods, or by any other means in his power.

The terms of peace, which he was authorized to propoſe,

were life and liberty, upon the ſubmiflion oſ the Indians

to the Engliſh, in the ſeveral places where they ſhould be

ſettled. He was directed to aſſure the Indians of pro'

tection and ſafety during the treaty. It does not appear,

that many of the northern lndians accepted the terms

propoſed, or ever returned to their former places of abode.

Little more appears to have been effected by the treaty,

than the redemption of ſome oſ the captives.

THE colonies, at this time, had many enemies, and the

most injurious complaints and unſavorable repreſentation'

were made of them in England. Edward Randolph, eſ?

pecially, whom the people of New-England repreſented

as going about to destroy them, was indcfatigable in his

ffi

* Caſe dConneflicut, with reſpect to Narraganſct, ſtated, in

which theſe article' are largely inſiled on.

1' lt appears, by the report of the committee, appointed to

view and make report concerning the state of Narraganſct, that

the gentlemen mentioned above. Major Athcrton, and their aſ

ſociatc'mwncda tract of more than 5,ooo actes, only on what

Was called Boston neck, and that large tracts were owned by other

purchaſer', Indeed the kind al artefNarr anſct was owest!
by P P P a'
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complaint-s against them, and in nggravating what ever he BOOK I.

imagined might ſerve to their diſadvantagc. He came WV

over to Boston, in 1676, and annually, in perſon or by 1573.

writing, made complaints againſt them. He generally

returned to England in the ſail, and in the ſpring or

ſummer, came over ſraught with new miſchief. He bu

fied himſelf, among other affairs, in complaining of the

colonics for their oppoſition to the acts of trade and nav

i ation. Unhappily ſor Great Britain and the colonies,

they were ſuffering under an arbitrary prince, inimical to

the civilrand religious rights oſ his ſubjects. His car was

open to complaints "against thoſe, who did not cheerſully

ſubmit to his deſpotic impofitions 3 and he readily pro

moted thoſe who made them. The colonies knew how

affairs were cotlducted in England, and were deeply ap

prehenſive, of the danger they were in, of a total depriv

vation oſ their liberties. ,

THE commiſiioners of the United colonies, in theſe . a

views, rccommendeda general ſastto theconſederate colo

nies, to humble themſelves for their offences, and to pray

for the divine favor, in the continuation oſ their just

_ rights and privileges.

IN conſequence of this recommendation, the general Nov. 21.

aſſembly of Connecticut appointed the third Tueſday in

November a public fast, in union with their conſederates,

to humble themſelves, and pray for the fihrpoſes recom

mended.

THE general aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in May 1679, May 1679

to preve-nt the people of Rhode-Iſland, and other intru

dcrs, from taking up lands in Narraganſet, enacted, that

none of the conquered lands ſhould be taken up, or laid

out into farms, without ſpecial and expreſs order from

them.*'

THE Rhode-Iilanders, in the time of danger, deſerted

the country and bore no part in the war. However, as

ſoon as the inhabitants, who had ſettled under Connecti

cut, began to return to their former ſettlements, to build

upon their lands, and cultivatc their farms, under the

government of this colony, the legillature of Rhode-lſland

began to uſurp authority and practiſa their former vcxa

tions.

JOHN CRANSTON, Eſquire, governor of Rhode-Iſland,

held a court in Narraganſet, in September, and made at

tempts to introduce the authority and officers of Rhode,

 

* Record' of Connccticut.
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Boox I. Ifiand, into that part of Connecticut. The general aſ

W ſembly therefore, in October, protested against his uſur

wn, pation, and declared his acts to be utterly void. They

alſo prohibith all the inhabitants to receive any office

. from the legillature of Rhode-llland, or to yield obedi

ence to its authority-f

THF. acts of trade and navigation were exceedingly

grievous to the colonies. They viewed them as utterly

inconſistent with their chartered rights. This made them

extremely unwilling to ſubmit to them. Maſſachuſetts

never would fully ſubmit; but as it was matter of great

May 13 and continual complaint against the colonies, and as hi'

,(.go, majesty inſisted on the reſpective govemors taking the

Governor oath, reſpecting trzde and navigation, it was judged ex

Iile" tOPk pedient, that Governor Leet ſhould take it, in the preſ

szionsvſi ence of the aſſembly. It was accordingly administered to

oath. him, at the ſeſſion in May 168Q.

THIs aſſembly ordered, that a letter ſhould be written

to the general court of h'laſſachuſetts, deſiring their con

currence in mutually ſettling the line between that colo

ny and Connecticut. 'It was requested, that the court

would appoint a committee fully authorized for thatpur

poſe, to join thh one from Connecticut vested with ſimi

lar powers. If the general court of the Maſſachuſetts

ſhould refuſe Y comply with this propoſal, then the gov

ernor and his cuncil, with ſuch as they ſhould appoint

to that ſervice, were authorized to run the line without

them.

Anſwer; THE Lords of trade and plantations having tranſmitted

;'*1011eriec a number of queries to the governor and company, the

'210. 15," governm- zmd council were deſired to anſwer them. By

' their anffiers it appears, that there were twenty-ſix towns

in the colony 21 That the militia, including horſe and
foot, coſſnſisted, in 1679, of 2,5o7 men : That the annual

exports were about 9,ooo: That there were in the co

lony about twenty ſmall merchants, trading to Boston,

New-York, Newfoundland, and the West-lndies: And,

that its ſhipping conſisted of four ſhips, three pinks, eight

Oops, and other ſmall veſſels, amounting in the whole

31? twenty ſeven,the tonnage of which was only 1,050.

th e number of inhabitants is'not mentioned, but, from

I ze number of the mlhtxa, lt must have been nearly

'coo- To one Of the enquiries, the following anſwer

-__

+

t 'Recent-13 of Connecticut_

ber. ye and'Bedſord IPPflr t' have been included in thit num'
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'is given, " If ſo be Hartſord, New-London, New-Ha

u ven, and Fairfield, might be made free ports, for fif

" teen or twenty years, it would be a means to bring

U trade there, and much increaſe the navigation and

'5 wealth oſ this poor colony."t '

ABOUT this time, Sir Edmund Androſs, governor of

New-York, aſſerted his right ofjuriſdiction over Fiſher's

Ifland, as included in the Duke of York's parent.

UPON this claim, the legiſlature of the colony aſſerted,

That the ſaid Ifland was a part and member of this

colony of Connecticut, and underthe govemmentthere

of, and that they have ever exerciſed, and ſhall and

will exerciſe government there as occaſion ſhall re

quire; and do hereby declare and protest against Sir

* Edmund Androſs and all other perſons, their claims

U or exerciſe of any authority or government on, or over

5' the ſaid iſland."

AT the election 1683, Major Robert Treat Was choſen

governor,'andSamuel Biſhop,deputy governor. The ſor

mer magistrates were generally re-choſen ; but, by reaſon

of ſeveral vacancies which had been made, Captain Rob

ert Chapman, Captain James Fitch, Mr. SamuclMaſon,

and Mr. Joſeph Whiting, were elected magistrates. The

change of governors was occaſioned by the death of Gov

ernor Leet, who after faithfully ſerving the colonies, for

many_years, had now finiſhed his courſe.1

i

i

'ſ

ſ'

't

 

Conne'cticut book of patents, letters, &c

THE governor. William Leet. Eſquire, was bred a lawyer in

England,and was,ſor a conſiderable time, clerk of a biſhop'a

court. in this ſervice he bee-ame acquainted with the conduct

of the biſhop' towards the puritans, with the plea' and ſeriou'

converſation and conduct ofthe latter, when arraigned before

them. He obſerved the great ſeverity which the court exerciſed

toward them, for going to hear good ſermons in the neighbour

ing pariſhes, when they had none at home, and what light mat

ters they made of wantonneſs and other instances of groſ' fin,and

how much better perſons guilty ofſuch crimes were treated, than

the puritan'. This brought him to a ſerious conſideration of

the affair, and to acquaint himſelf more thoroughly with the doc

trine' and diſcipline of the puritans. In conſequence of thi' he

became a puritan, leſt the biſhop's conrt, and, in 1638, came into

New-England, with Mr. Whitfield and his company. He was

one ofthe ſeven pillar' of his church. ln 1643, he was choſen

magistrate for the colony of New-Haven, and was annually re

elected,until May 1658. He was then choſen deputy governor

of that colony. in which office he continued until he wan elected

governerin '661. He continued chiefmagistrate ofthat colony,

untilthe union in 1665. He was then choſen one ofthe magiſ

trate' of Connccticut. in 1669, he wa' elected deputy govei nor)

and was ann'dly re-dected until 1676, when he wazchaſcn gov

Boox I.

WV

1080.

Sir Ed

mund An

droſ'

claim'

Fiſher'u

Ifiand.

Connecti-'

cut protett
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claim.

Election
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1683.
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me to

Edward

Cranfirld,

&e. April

7, 1683.

As there had been long diſputes relative to the Nam

gAnſet country, and as the king, in conſequence of the

act of his commiflioners, in 1665, claimed it as his pro

vince, commiſſioners were appointed to hear and deter

mine ali titles and claims reſpecting that tract. On the

7th of April 1683, his majesty King Charles ll. granted

Lcommiſiion to Edward Cranfield, Eſquire, lieutenant

governor- of New-Hampſhire, William Stoughton, Joſeph

Dudley, EdWard Randolph, Samuel Shrimpton, John

Fitz Winthrop, Edward 'Palms, Nathaniel Saltonstall,

andJohn Pyncheon, junior,Eſquires,otany threeof them,

of whom Edward Cranfield or Edward Randolph 'as

tobe of the quorum, U to examine and enquire into the

'ſ reſpective claims and titles, as well oſ his majesty as of

U all perſons and corporations whatſoever, to the imme

- U diatejuriſdiction, government, or propriety of the ſoil

(I

I'

'ſ

I'

of a certain tract of land, within his majesty's domin

ion of New-England, called the King's rovince, or

Narraganſet country 5 and to call before t m any per

ſon or perſons, and to ſearch records, as they ſhall find

requiſite, and the proceedings therein, with the opin

ions upon the matters that ſhall be examined by them,

to state, and with all convenient ſpeed report thereof to

make to his majeſty." '

THE commiſſroners convened, on the 22d of August

1683, at the houſe of Richard Smith, in the Narraganſet

country. They ſummoned all perſons and corporations,

in whatever place, who were concerned in the title or

government of that country, to appear before them, and

to produce all charters, deeds, records, letters, and orders,

from his ma'esty and council, or oſ any of his commiſ

fioners, to t e reſpective colonies, governors, or overn

ments, which might give information on the ſubje . At

the time and place appointed, the records repreſent,

U That there was the greatest appearance of the most an

" cient Engliſh and Indians then living, to testiſy the

'ſ truth of their knowledge," reſpecting the matters then

to be determined.

I'

I'

(I

'ſ

-_-___-d

ernor oſ Connecticut. During the term of forty year', he wan

magistrate, deputy governor, or governor of one or other of the

rnlonies. ln both colonies he p'cfided in timeu of the greatest

difficulty, yet always conducted himſelf with ſuch integrity and

wiſdom, as to meet the p'blic approbation. After he was choſen

governor of Connecticr't, he removed to Hertford, where he died

full ofyears and good works. He leſt a numerous offspring.

one of hi< ſon', Andrew Leet Eſquire was ſum: ears one of
the magiſtrate' of the colony. , , y
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Tmz commiffioners, having fully heard every thing rc- Boo'c I.

ſpecting the claims and title to that part of New-England, w

adjoumcd to Boston, and there made a report to his ma- 1633. '

jesty, in an ample manner declaring, that the government

of it belonged to Connecticut. The report, ſo far as it re

ſpects this colony, and can reflect light on the ſubject,

is as followeth.

U IN humble obedience to your majesty's commands,

U we your majesty's commiflioners, have ſeriotu con- Rſp?"

ſ' ſidered the ſeveral claims before us. We find, that KZLZ

" your majesty, by your letters patents, dared at West- ganſct

** minster, the three and twentieth of April, in the four- country

" teenth year of your majesty's reign, granted to the gov- Of; V'

ſ' ernor and company ofConnecticut, and their ſuccef- '6 3'

" ſors, all that part of your dominions in New-England,

" bounded on the east by Narraganſet-bay, where the'

" ſaid river falls into the ſea, and on the north by the line

" of the Maſſachuſctts plantation, and on the ſouth by'

" the ſea."

K Wr-z have alſo had information, that ſome time after

U your majesty's grant, and ſaid patent was ſent to your

" colony of Connecticut, the ſaid country of the Narra>

" ganſet was likewiſe, by parent, granted by your majeſ

" ty to the governor and company of Rhode-Iſland plan

" tation, and is by charter, bounded by a river called

K Pawcatuclt, which, by ſaid charter, is forever to be

U accounted and called the Narraganſet river : And this

N latter grant of your majefiy, to Rhodc-Iſland, ſeems to

'5 befounded upon advice ſubmitted to by John Wine

" throp, Eſquire, ſaid to be agent for Connecticut colo

u ny, and Mr. John Clark, agent for Rhode-Iſland ; to

'ſ which Connecticut plead, that Mr. Wintlrrop's agency

1' for them ceaſed, when he had obtained and ſent the

" patent to them, and that no ſubmiffion or act . of his

'* could invalida'e, or deprive them of any of the benefits

1' graciotu granted by your majesty's charter : and that

" notwithstanding the ſeeming boundaries, ſet by ſaid ar

" ticles, figued by Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Clarlt, it is in

** the ſame articles provided, that the proprietors and in

" habitants of the Narraganſet country ſhould chooſe to

** which of the two governments to belong, and that they

** unanimoufly choſe and ſubjected to the government of

'__' Wcutlf

' A I a - A
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BOOK l. U Wt'rn humble ſubmiſſion, we cannot ſee any cauſe

VW " tojudge, that the ſaid Pawcatuck river anciently was,

1633- U or ought to be called or aceounted_the Narraganſet riv

" er.

I. U Because it lies ſome miles within the Pequot

4' country, a nation, till extirpated by the Engliſh, often

" or always at war with the Narraganſets, and to which

U territories the Narraganſets, never pretended."

II. '6 Because Paweatucltriver fallsinto the ſea ma

n ny miles westward of any part of Narraganſetsbay,

a which is the river anciently called Narraganſet river,

U both becauſe it, on the eastward, waſhes and bounds the

U whole length of the Narraganſet country 5 and for

" that Plimouth colony, which hath now been planted

(5 near threeſcore years, have ever ſince bounded them

" ſelves, accordingto the ſenſe and meaning, or limitation

** of their parent, by the ſame bay, called Narraganſet riv

N er towards the ſouth."

V THUs after most strict and impartial enquiry and

examination, having ſtated, we most humbly lay be

fore your majesty the ſ'veral original claims and pre

tenſions offered to us with reſpect to the propriety both

Oſjuriſdiction and ſoil, in your majesty's province or

" Narraganſet country; and, in further obedience to

** your ſaid commiſſion, have ſeriouſly weighed and con

ſidered all evidences, pleas, proofs, and allegations, &e.

and with most humble ſubmiſlion and refer-vation of

your majesty's right, offer our opinions, that by virtue

of your ſaid letters patents, granted to Connecticut,

juriſdiction in, and through the ſaid province, or Nar

raganſet country, of right belongs to the colony ofCon

" necticut, and that propriety of ſoil, as derived from.

X itſ!- Wmthrop and Major Atherton, is vested upon the

a Tel:rs and aſſigns of ſaid lVlrJNinthrop, the heirs of

_ a RICLTZ scluglnctl, F:ſquire, Major Atherton, Mr.

a inſon, hit thigh, Simon Lynde, Mr. Ehſha Hutch

- n baſiiu, Mr. Richard Wharton, and
F' partners."

(I ' i

, zc OE:N;LFY' We hold it out duty humbly to inform

a Lhod la-llestY' that ſo long as the pretenſions of the

e- 1anders to the government of the ſaid pro

t will much diſcourage the ſettlement

t thereof; it being very improbable,

forenamed claimers, or others of like

condition, will remove their ſaniilics

iſ
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5' or expend their estates under ſo looſe and weak a gov- BOOK I.

*' ernment. VW

U Your majesty's most loyal and obedient ſubjects. lb83

" Boston, Oct. aoth, 1683."

EDWARD CRANFIELD,

WlLLIAM STOUGHTON,

SAMUEL SHRlMPTON,

]OHN PYNCHEON, jun. , '

NATHANIEL SALTONSTALL.

CONNECTICUT had no ſooner gained their point against

the claims of his majesty and Rhode-lfland, than they

Were obliged to anſwer to a new antagonist. Edward Edward

Randolph, Eſquire, on the 3oth of Junc 1683, had re- gſſdP'Ph'

ceived a power ofattorney from William and Ann, Duke cheſſ;"

and Dutcheſs of Hamilton, and James, Earl of Aran, Duke

ſon and heir of William and Ann, and grandſon of James, Hamil

Marquis oſ Hamilton, to ſue for and recover their right torn'

and interest in lands,'illands, houſes, and tenements, in land"

New-England. He appeared before the commiſfioners,

at Boston, and, in the name of the ſaid duke, dutcheſs,

and earl, claimed the lands, which they ſuppoſed, had

been granted to their ancestor, in the deed of 1635.

Tr-ns renewed claim, of that tract of country, occa

fioned anſwers from the proprietors of the lands, and

from Connecticut, with ſeveral opinions on the caſe.

IT may be proper to communicate the ſubstance of

theſe to the public. '

MR. Saffin, in November, gave the following anſwer,

in behalf oſ the proprietors.

fl THE ends aimed at and propounded in the king's Mg- Saf

K charter to the great cauncil oſ Plimouth was the prop- Þ" un"

U agation of the goſpel among the heathen, and the en- Mr'

I' largement of his majesty's empire, by plantation; and

U whatſoever grants were made by ſaid council, were

U founded upon thoſe conſiderations; which being not

" purſued, rendereth all grants of land void. ſentit

U commodum, ineommodum ſentire debet et onus.'

u And it doth not appear, that his grace, (as other pa

n tentees,) did tranſport any perſon, or plant any colony,

'5 nor uſed any other means, either to instruct the na

" tives or purchaſe their right in the lands, or appointed

" any agent to take poſſeffion, in order to the im

*' provement of the ſame. But it is probable, that the

'U duke, understanding a former patent was granted, by

 

' He who enjoys the benefit of a grant ought to bear it' diſad

vantaze and burden.
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* from the right honorable,

the council of Devon, to the Lords Say and Breach,

&e. in and about the year 1631, and purchaſed and

improved by the colony of Cc'mnecticut, might divert

him from any procedure therein. The copy of ſaid pa

tent, as we have been informed, when exhibited by

John Winthrop, Eſquire, before the king in council,

the then Lord Chancellor, Hide declared, the Lord:

Say and Brook's title to be good and unqueſtionable',

and upon that interest, we preſume, it was, that Con

necticut made application to his majesty, and that

their charter was granted ; the Lords Say and Broolt,

and partners having expended nine thouſand pounde

in ſettlement of the lands ciaimed by his grace; and

had made conſiderable improvements and fortification'

upon the lands, in ſeveral places, divers years before

the date of Duke Hamilton's grant.

U OUR preſent gracious ſovereign, &e. hath by his

royal letters manifested his approbation of the pur

chaſe, poſſellion and improvement of his loyal ſubjects,

the proprietors here. The ſaid proprietors have been

neceſſarily engaged in a bloody war with the Indiln'

K in their late rebellion.

" We further humbly offer, that, in regard, that the

copy of the duke's deed, preſented by Mr. Randolph,

in behalf of his grace, ſeems to have no ſignification

of any hand or ſeal affixed to it, nor mention made oſ

any witneſſes, ſaid to be the original instrument, (yet

affirmed to be a true copy thereof,) it may be preſu

med the ſaid original deed was never completed ac.

cording to law."

THE governor and council of Connecticut anſwered,

1683, in the manner following.

" As to the ſubſtance of the duke"s claim, ſo ſar a'

it concerns us, it is preceded, ſome years, by a grant

Robert, Earl of Warwick,

to the Lord Say and other perſons of honor and credit,

March 19th 1631, whereas his_grace's deed was made

four years after, viz. on the 20th of April, 1635.

U BY virtue oſhis majesty'p grant to Lot-ds Say,Bmk'

&vc: they and their affigns, our predeceſſors, did, at

then' own proper charge, about the year 1634p begin

to enter upon the ſaid lands, and ſo have continued

ever ſince, in actual poſſeflion and improvement

Linesz without challenge or claim fron Duke Ham

On = which improvement hath been with great cost,

Yard and labor oſ his majesty's ſubjects 5 yet by the
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U bleſſing of GOD, and his majesty-'s grace, hath, inn BOOK I.

U good meaſure, anſwered the ends of thoſe grants or VW

U patents; as the propagating the Christian religion, 1533.

U and the increaſe, and enlargement of his majesty's

U empire: of all which, his grace, Duke Hamilton,

' hath, in theſe parts, done nothing that we know of."

U Hlspreſent majesty, understanding the condition

U of his ſubjects, in this colony, upon our humble ad

U dreſs, April 23d, 1662, was graciouſly pleaſed to grant

* us acharter, for holding the lands therein granted

U firm to us and our ſucceſſors forever ; and in his let

' ters dated April 23d, 1664, ſent to us by his majeſ

' ty'shonorable commiſſioners, he is pleaſed to callhis"

U grant a renewing ofour charter, which must rclate to

' that grant made, by the Earl of Warwick, in the year

U x63l 3 for we had no other, bctore his majesty's grant

U and confirmation aſoreſaid. ,

U UNDER theſe ſceurities and encouragements, we

U laid out our estates, labors, &e. and ſuddenly after our

U first ſettling we were engaged in a bloody war, anno

U 7, with the Pequnts, which was exceeding chargea

U gle and expenſive to us. Alſo, in the year 1675, a ,

'6 great people, who inhabited the Narraganſet country,

U roſe up against his majesty's ſubjects, who were plant

U ed in theſe parts, ſlew many of them, burnt their

U houſes, and destroyed their cattle, whereby we were

U engaged in another bloody war, which was the cauſe

U of great expenſe of blood and treaſure, (his grace

U Duke Hamilton being no partaker with us in any of

U thoſe expenſes, or helper of us therein,) and by the aſ

U ſistance of Almighty Gon, and countenance oſhis ma

U jesty, in both theſe forementioned wars, we overcame

U our enemies, that roſe up against us, without which

U all our grants would have been of little benefit to us.

U IT is required by his majesty's good laws, as in the

U twenty-one of King James, loth, that the duke, and

* all others, ſhould have ſued out his claims; The rea

U ſon of which law, as it is very great, ſo it is pleadable

U on ouraccount; for itbeing late-nt unto us, for near

U fifty Years, would prove our ruin, ifthereupon our

U property be altered. Had the duke's grace, or his

'I predeceſſors timeouſly ſet his claim, in competition

U with Lord Say's patent, that we had purchaſed, the

U people had known how to have applied themſelves;

U but after half a century's ſettlement, as aforcſaid, we

a

A

'In

a
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BOOK I. U hope his majesty will be pleaſed to ſecure the ſame to

WV U his good ſubjects here.

"35, U WE deſire, that we may have a more fit opportunity

U to make a more full anſwer, and to preſent our proofs

U Per order oſ the governor and council,

, U ſigned per me,

U JOHN ALLEN, ſecretary."

SOME years after, ſeveral opinions, by gentlemen learn

ed in the law, were given on the caſe, both as it reſpected

the Duke ofHamilton and the colony of Rhode-lſland.

SIR Francis Pemberton, having largely stated the caſe

between Connecticut and the Duke of Hamilton, ſays,

U Marquis Hamilton, nor his heirs, or any deriving from

U him, have ever had poſſeſſion or laid out any thing

U upon the promiſes, nor made any claim, in ſaid coun

U try, until the year 1683, which was about forty-eight

U years after ſaid grant, the ſaid heir by his attorney,

U claimed the ſaid lands, at Boston, in New-England,

U which is above ſeventy miles from the premiſes, and in

U another country."

l U The heir of ſaid Marquis Hamilton, after threeſcore

T?" Pin' U and two years, demands the ſaid promiſes, or a quit

U rent. 1 am of the opinion, that the heir of M. H. aſ

op-mioſh U ter ſuch purchaſesand ſo long quiet enjoyment of them,

U &c. ought not to recover any of the lands or grounds

U or quit-rents out of them.

U I an of opinion, that theſe purchaſers, by virtue of

U their purchaſes, and ſo long and uninterrupted poſſeſ

U ſion under them, have an undoubted right and title to

'U theſe grounds and lands, and the buildings and im

U provement of them, and ought not now, after ſo much

U money laid out upon them, and ſuch enjoyment of

U them, be disturbed in their poſſeſſion of them."

FRANCIS PEMBERTON.

_ _ Mn. TREVOR, having stated the caſe between Con

Ziſſrn necticut and Rhode-lſland, gives his opinion to the lords

Tuvon of tradc and plantations, in the words following, U I am

humbly of opinion, that this grant to Rhodc-Iſiand is

void in law, becauſe the country of Narraganſet-bay '

_ was granted before to Connecticut, and that therefore

the government of Narraganſet-bay doth, of right, be

lon_g to Connecticut, and not to Rhode-iſland : all

U which is humbly ſubmitted to your honor's great wiſ

" dom." a T n.. october 28, 16963, HOMAS TREVOR.

*_*-\_
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THE aſpects of Providence upon the colony, this year,

were exceedingly gloomy. Beſides the dangers which

threatened them, with reſpect to their civil and religious

privileges, the pe0ple were viſited with great ſickneſs and

mortality. The instances of death among the clergy were

uncommonly numerous, and many churches were made

to ſit in widowhood. The fruits oſ the field were alſo

diminiſhed, and the inhabitants various waysimpoveriſhed

and distreſſed. A

THE general aſſembly, in October, conſidered the di

vine diſpenſations ſo afilictive as to demand their deepest

' humiliation. A general faſt was appoinfid, and the

people called upon to repent and humble themſelves'

Boox I.

WV

1683.

COLONEL Dungan having lately arrived at New-York, Commit

the aſſembly, in November, appointed Major Nathan

Gould, Captain John Allen, and Mr. William Pitkin, a

tec to con

gratulate

the duke"

committee, to congratulate him upon his arrival at his governor,

ſeatof government ; and to agree With him upon a ſet- and to a

tlement of boundaries between the colonies.

mittee were -instructed not to exceed his demands of

twenty miles east of Hudſon's river: To examine his

'powers to treat, and if they were only conditional, to

treat with him upon the ſame terms. They were di

rected to inſist upon this, that there was no mistake with

reſpect to the riſe of the line at Memoronock. If they

ſhould be obliged, to give up juriſdiction at any place,

they were instructed to preſerve property inviolably to the

proprietors *, and to inſist. on the former line, unleſs it:

ſhould, in any place, approach nearer to Hudſon's river

than the distance of twenty miles. In fine, they were

required to make his honor ſenſible, that the former line

was legal and firm, and that the preſent ſettlement was

ſolely for the purpoſe of promoting peaceand a good cor

'reſpondence between his majesty's colony of Connecticut

and the duke's territories, and their ſucceffivc governors.
 

The com- gree upon

* The proclamation is introduced in theſe words, " Whereas

it is evident to all who obſerve the footsteps of Divnve Pnevr

neuer, that the diſpenſations of Gon, towards his poor wilder

'leſs people have been very ſolemn, awful, and ſpeaking, for man'

years past; and particularly towards ourſelves in this colony,

this preſent year, by occaſion oſgeneral ſickneſs in moſt places,

and more than ordinary mortality in ſome, as alſo exceſſive rains

and flood' in ſeveral plantationthorteniug us in ourenjoyment' a

and conſidering alſo the holy hand of GoD, in bereaving ſo many

churches and congregation of a ſettled ministry, whereby they

are left, and have been, ſome ofthem, along time, as ſheep with

O't 1 ſhepherd, an if the Low intended, for our ſin', to quench

the light of our Iſrael."

bound:

rie' Nov.

14.
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I

Bomr l. As the colony had been certified, by letters from his

w majesty, of a conſpiracy against himſelf and the Duke of

1683. York, the aſſembly addreſſed him on the ſublect. 'they

Addlftſl & declared, in the strongest terms, their utmoſt. abhorrencc

£?_'"'*T"'" of all plots against his royal perſon and government s

[aghafllctrm That they prayed for kings and all men, and eſpecially for

'. his majesty, and all in authority under him : That they

feared GOD and honored the king. In ſuch ſupphant

language as follows, they prayed for the continuancc o

their chattered rights.

U Mos'r dread ſovereign, we humbly pray the contin

K' uance of your grace and favor in the full enjoyment of

I' thoſe former privileges and liberties you have, out of

't your princely grace and bounty, beſtowed upon us,

u in your royal charter, granted this corporation, that:

t' our poor beginnings may proſper, under your ſhadow,

t to the glory of GOD,and the enlargement of your ma

" jcsty's dominions."*

THE committee appointed to agree with Colonel Dun

gan, with reſpect to the line of partition between Con

necticut and New-Yorlt, came to an agreement reſpect

AN? ing it, November 28_th, 1683. It was agreed, U That;

ment rela- s' the line ſhould begin at Byram river, where it falleth

tive iſ'th t into the ſound, at a point called Lyon's point, to go as

Þfflfflbiaw a the ſaid river runneth to the place where the common

man' a' road, or wading place, over the ſaid river is; and

Umncctj, u from the ſaid road or wading place, to go north nonyþ

cut and a well into the country, as far as will be, eight Engliſh

New a miles from the foreſaid Lyon's point -, and that a line

gaf-18. u oftwclve miles, bein meaſured from the ſaid LYOn.s

x683. Pomt, ZCCOTdmg to t '3 line or general Courſe ofthe

ſound eastward : where the ſaid twelve miles endeth,

u another line ſhall be run from the ſound, eight miles

t' into the. country, north north-west, and alſo, that a

" fourth lfflch "my (that is to ſay,) from the norther

. " Wost Cn_d of the eight miles line, being the third men
'* tioned l'mC, which fourthſi line, with the first mentioned

4 lme, ſhall be the bounds where they ſhall fall to run .

" an an? fro!" the eastermost end of the fourth men:

i; 'Ponedhmv (which is to be twelve miles in lengfhx) a

a I'll? Pflfffflel to Hudſon's river, in every place twenty

a (KZTZZTOT Hladſon's river, ſhall be the bounds

a Yelk', and th: Fair; ſaldltCTl'lKOI'lCS or province of New

co ony Of Connecticut, ſo far as

a
'0

'a

-* The numberof .______
e ſ - - . _ _z'm' "dlhc gratidplilrt m" g'm'g m theu- hſts, Oct. '683> war

.waa£159__335_
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" Connecticut colony doth extend northwards; that is BOOK l.

U to the ſouth line oſ the Maſſachuſetts colony : only it w

'i is provided, that in caſe the line from Byram brook'ls 1633. ,

'ſ mouth, north north-west eight miles, and the line,

'I that is then to run twelve miles to the end of the third

U forementioned line of eight miles, do diminiſh or take

'i away land within twenty miles of Hudſon's river, that

'4 then ſo much as is in land diminiſhed of twenty miles

U ofHudſon's river thereby, ſhall be added out of Con

'ſ nccticut bounds unto the line aforementioned, paral

" lel to Hudſon's river, and twenty miles distant from it;

U the addition to be made the whole length of the ſaid

'I parallel line, and in ſuch breadth, as will make up

W quantity for quantity, what ſhall be diminiſhed as a

" foreſaid." '

THE aſſembly, in the ſeſlion of May 1684, approved May 3

of this agreement, and appointed Major Nathan Could, 1684.

Mr. Jehu Burr, and Mr. Jonathan Silleck, to lay out the

lines according to the stipulation. The lines according

. ly were run, and on the 24th of February 1685, were

ratified by Govemor Dungan and Governor Treat.

GRBAT complaints had been made, in England, against Law made

the colonies for harbouring pirates 5 and that no laws had against pi

been made against them. A letter had been written to me' JU'!

the governor and company, by Lyonel Jenkins, Eſquire, 5' '684'

complaining of this neglect, and demanding, in his ma

'jesty's name, that a law ſhould forthwith be made against

piracy. A ſpecial aſſembly was conſequently called on

the Sth of July, and a law enacted against it, and a copy

of it forwarded immediately to his majesty's ſecretary of

state.

A'r the election, '685, Giles Hamlin was choſen into May U

the magistracy, in the place oſ Mr. Topping, who ſeems 1625.

now to have been dead.

THE legiſlature at this ſeſſron addreſſed aletter of con- let,"

dolence to his majesty Kin James II. on the account of w Kiu:

the demiſe of his brother ing Charles II. and congratu- Jame'.

_ lating him on his peaceful acceflion to the throne of his

ancestors. They preſented him with the strongest aſſu-,

rancea of their loyalty and attachment to his royal perſon

and government. At the ſame time, ſenſible oſ their

dan er, under a prince of his character, they most hum

bly eſought him to continue to them their civil and re

ligious privileges, and that he would preſent: to them th'

peaceabl: enjoyment of theiizrgrboperty.
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- BOOK I. UPON the petition of 'a number of the inhabitants oſ'

wFarmington, preſented to the aſſembly in 1673, a com

1635. mittee was appointed to view Mattatock, and report to

the aſſembly, whethera plantation might not be made in

that tract. In May 1674, the committee reported, that

Mattatock was a place ſufficient to accommodate thirty

families. Upon this report, acommittee was appointed

to ſettle a plantation there. Sometime after the ſettle

ment commenced. The number of ſharers was about

twenty-eight. May r 3th,1686, they appear to have been

vested with town privileges, by the name of Waterbury.* '

IN the last years of the reign of King Charles the ſec

ond, the rights of the nation were violated, and a great

number of corporations in England and Wales were ob

liged to reſign their charters. Indeed he and his officers

ſeemed to ſport with the liberty', property, and lives of

his ſubjects. King James the ſecond began his reign in'

the most fiagmnt Viol-tition of the laws of his three

kingdoms. His reign grew more intolerable, from

year to year, until he became the general abhorrenee of

the nation. He proceeded in the ſame lawleſs and cruel

manner with the colonies, vacating their charters, and

governing them by the worst meaſures and the worst.

men.

IN July r685, a Wo-warranto was iſſued against the

Vo'war" governor and company oſ Connecticut, requiring their

ſng U' appearance before him, within eight days of St. hiartin's,

y 1 5' to ſhow by what warrant they exerciſed certain powers

and privileges.

gpſſffl aſ. THE governor, having received intelligence of the'

ſembly meaſures adopted against the colony, on the 6th of July

July 6.

1686.

 

* Several misfortunes attended the plantation which very

greatly impovcrilhedit, and prevented it' population. ln Feb

wary 1691, the town was nearlv ruined by an inundation. The

ram tell in great abundance, and the frost came out of the ground
very ſuddenly, _whieii rendered it uncommonly ſoſt. i At the

ſame time,the river roſe to an unuſual height, overflowed the

meadows, and ran with ſuch rapidity and violence, that it tore

away a great part of them. Other parts were covered with earth

and stone ſo as to be greatly damaged. Numbers of the inhabi

tants were ſo diſcouraged, that they left the town, and it did not

ſflj'Zver its formler ſtate for ſome years.

7 r7n_, on t re _r5th of October, began a great ſickneſs in the

nggwehlch lcontinued until the rath or' September 1713, and

totemisthllec'l'i.=1thl1:1tAhere were ſcarcely a ſufficient number well

Perſe!" died Ofgzn ſ bury the dead. .B_etwoen twenty and thirty

= Witneſs. Manuſcnpts of Mr. Southmaid. ,

N kfluflfi --_._-qu
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1686, called a ſpecial aſſembly, to conſult what might be BOOK I. -

done for the preſervation of the just rights of the colony. L/VV

THE aſſembl , after most ſerious deliberation, addreſſ- mea.

ed a letter, in the most ſuppliant terms, to his majesty, The aſ

beſceching him to pardon their faults in government, and lfmſlȜ'i-Ziam

continue them a distinct colony, in the full enjoyment of ſirjicſistfi

their civil and religious privileges. Eſpecially, they be- juſy a.

fought him to recal the writ of Woſiwarranto, which

they heard had been iſſued against them, though it had

not yet arrived. They pleaded the charter Which they

received of his royal brother, and his commendation of

them, for their loyalty, in his gracious letters, and his aſ

ſurances of the continuance of their civil and religious

rights. They made the strongest profeſſions of loyalty,

and of their constant ſupplications to the SUPREME Ru

LER, that he would ſave and bleſs his majesty.

ON the 21st ofJuly 1686, two writs of Wo-warranto Town,

were delivered to Governor Treat. They had been rantos ar

brought over by Edward Randolph, that indefatigable en- five J"17

emy of the colonies. The time of appearance, before his "*

majesty, was past before the wrirs arrived.

UPON the reception of the writs, and a letter from Specialafi

Richard Normanſel, one of the ſheriſſs of London, the ſcmbly JU

governor immediately convoked another ſpecial aſſembly, '7 48'

which met on the 28th of July. The aſſembly appoint- _

ed Mr. VVhiting to be their agent, to preſent their peti- Mr'wſht'

tion to the king. He was instructed to acquaint his ma- KJZHA p

jesty with the time of the colony's receiving the (him gain,

warrantos, and of the impoſſibility of its making its ap

pearance before his majesty, at the time appointed : ful

ly to repreſent the great injury which the colonists would

ſustain, by the ſuſpending their charter rights ; and cf

pecially by a diviſion of the colony. If Connecticut

could not be continued a distinct government, he was in

structed to ſupplicate his majesty to continue to them

the enjoyment of their property, their houſes and lands,

and eſpecially their religious privileges.
ſſ ON e 28th of December, another writ of u -war- An th r

nnto was ſerved on the governor and company, caring WZMZP

date October 23d, requiring their appearance before his ranto De.

majesty within ei ht days of the puriſication of the cembrr23

bleſſed Virgin. T ough the writs gave no proper time

for the appearance of the colony, and conſequently no

time nt all ; yet they declared all its chartered rights va

,cated, upon its not appearing, at time and place. The

deſign of the king and his corrupt court was to re-units:

<
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Boox I. all the colonies to the crown. James the ſecond was an

w obstinate, cruel tyrant, and a bigoted Roman Catholic ;

1686.

Speeial aſ- '

ſembly

Jan. 26,

1637.

destitute of all the principles of true honor, faith, justice,

or humanity. He wantonly trampled on the constitu

tion, laws, and liberties oſ the nation 5 and with his min

isters and officers, in an unrightCOUs and mercileſs man

ner, ſhed the blood of his ſubjects, and wreaked his ven

geance on all who made the least oppoſition to his law

leſs proceedings. The most humble petitions, argument'

from reaſon, charters, the most ſolemn compacts and roy

al promiſes, from justice, humanity, or any other conſid

eration, which a ſubject could plead, had no weight o'

influence with him. Nearly fifty corporations in Eng

land had been deprived of their charters. The city of

London and the corporation oſ Bermudas had stood 'tial

with his majesty, and their charters had been taken from

them. The charter oſ Maſſachuſetts had been vacated,

and Rhode-lfland had ſubmitted to his majesty. A gen

eral government had been appointed over all New-Eng

land, except Connccticut. By the commiſfion, institut

ing this general government, Connecticut was totally ex

cluded from all juriſdiction in the Narraganſet country

\ or king's province'

THE governor and company' of Connecticut, however,

in theſe diſeouraging circumstances, ſpared no pains, nor

omitted any probable means for the preſervation oſ their

chattered rights.

A SPECML aſſembly was called, on the adth of Janu

ary 1687, after the reception of the third writ of (Luc

warranto, to deliberate on the meaſures to be adopted,

in the then preſent circumstances of the colony. Little

more however was done,than to deſire the governor and

council to tranſact all buſineſs, which they ſhould judge

neceſſary and expedient, further to be done for the preſ

ervation of their privileges.

THE election, in May, proceeded regularly, but the aſ

ſembly did nothing important. Fear and heſitation ap

 

May rz.

0

" This general commiflion was granted, by King _lames ll. in

the firſt year ofhis reign, October 8th, 1685. Joſcph Dudlcy,

IZſqnire, was appointed preſident ofthe commiffioners. On th'

atth oſ May '686,the preſidentiſſued a proclamation, diſcharg

ing all the inhabitants of Rhode-llland, and the Narraganſet coun

try,from all obedience either to Connecticut or Rhode-lſland;

and prohibiting all government of either in the king's province.

At the ſame time, the preſident required the entire ſubmiſfion of

all the inhabitant' to the commiffioners, and the officers whom

they ſho'hl appoint. Proclamation on file.
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pear to have attended the legiſlature. They knew not Boox I;

what courſe to steer, with ſafety, either to themſelves, orw

their constituents. They, with the colony in general, 1637.

were in great fear and distreſs, lest, after all their expenſe, Fyar and

hardſhips, and dangers, in ſettling and defending the gameſ? of

countr ,and all their ſelf-denial and ſufferings for the "fie" o'

ſake 0 enjoying the worſhip and ordinances of CHRlsT,

according t'o the goſpel, they ſhould not only be deprived

of all their civil and religious liberties, but even of their

houſes and lands. There was no ſecurity for any thing

under a prince like James the ſecond. He had indeed,

in his letters, promiſed them* the preſervation of all their

liberties ; yet, Without any fault on their part, he was

arbitrarily wresting them from their hands. It is diffi

cult to conceive, and muchrnore to expreſs, the anxiety

of our venerable ancestors in this terrible criſis of their

affairs.

Mn. Wm'rmc exerted himſelf, in England, to pro

cure all the influence, and make all the oppoſition, he

poſiibly could against a general governor of the colonies,

and eſpecially to prevent the ſuſpenſion of the govern

ment of Connecticut, according to charter; but he found

his utmost exertions to be in vain. He wrote to the Agent

governor, January r 5th, 1687, that if the governor and Wþstms

council would defend their charter at law, they must xriſieceggb

ſend over one or more from among themſelves. A ſpe- "nor,

cial aſſembl was called upon the reception of the agent's Special aſ

letter, whic convened on the 1 sth oſ June, to delibe- ſemmy

rate on the expediency of ſending another agent. Theproſpects appeared ſo unfavorable, that it was determined ſending -

not to ſend another. Mr. Whiting was thanked for his another

ſervices, in favor of the colony, and deſired to continue Went

them.

MR. DunLnr, while Preſident of the eom'miſiioners,

had written to the governor and company, adviſing them

to reſign the charter into the hands of his majesty, and

romiſing to uſe his influence in favor of the colony.

r. Dudley's commiſiion was ſuperſeded by a commiſu

 

* In his letter to Governor Treat, June adth, 1685, he ſay' :

" As we cannot doubt oſ the ready and dutit'ul aſſurances and

*' expreſſions of loyalty and obedience, from our good ſubjects

" under your government, ſince our acceſiion to the crown, ſo

" ſhall we, at all time', extend our royal care and protection to

" them, in the reſervation of their righte, and in the defence

'* and ſecurity 0 their perſons and estates; which we think fit.

" that you ſignify unto the inhabitant' of that our colony."

Letter of King jane' ll. on file.
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Boox I.

'087.

I

p

Sir Ed.

mnnd An

dreſs

Comes to

Hartſord

and de.

mand' the

thirter.

ſion to Sir Edmund Androſs to be governor of New-Eng

land. He arrived at Boſton, on the 19th of December

1686. The next day, his commiſſton was publiſhed, and

he took on him the administration of government. Soon

after his arrival, he wrote to the governor and company,

that he had a commillion, from his majesty, to receive

their charter, if they would reſign it 3 and he preſſed

them, in obedience to the king, and as they would give

him am opportunity to ſerve them, to reſign it to his

pleaſure. At this ſeſiion of the aſſembly, the governor

received another letter from him, acquainting him, that

he was aſſured, by the advice which he had received from

England, that judgment was, by that time, entered upon

the ng-warranto against their charter, and that he ſoon

expected to receive his majesty's commands reſpecting

them. He urged them, as he repreſented it, that he

might not be wanting in ſerving their welfare, to accept

his majesty's favor ſo graciouſly offered them, in a preſ

ent compliance and ſurrender. Colonel Dungan alſo

uſed his influence to perſuade them to reſign, and put

themſelves under his government.1- But the colony in

ſ'sted on their charter rights, and on the promiſe of King

James, as well as of his royal brother, to defend and ſe

cure them in the enjoyment of their privileges and eſ

tates ; and would not ſurrender their charter to either.

However, in their petition to the king, in which they

prayed ſor the continuance of their chattered rights, they

deſired. iſ this could not be obtained, but it ſhould be

reſolved to put them under another government, that it

might be under Sir Edmund's, as the Maſſachuſetts had

been their former correſpondents and confederates, and

as they were acquainted with their principles and man

ners. This was construed into a reſignation, though

nothing could be'further from the deſign of the colony.

THE aſſembly met as uſual, in October, and the gov

ernment continued according to charter until the last of

the month. About this time, Sir Edmund, with his ſuit,

and more than ſixty regular troops, came to Hartford,

when the aſſembly were ſitting, demanded the charter,

and declared the government under it to be diſſolved.

The aſſembly were extremely reluctaut and flow with

reſpect to any reſolve to ſurrcnder the charter, or with

ſeſpect to any motion to bring it forth. The tradition

13.)thflt Governor Treat strongly repreſented the grea't

 

T Lettcrs of Dudley, Androſn, and Dungan, on file.

V]



Cum-.XV. OF CONNECTICUT. 39:

expenſe and hardſhips- of the colo'nists, in planting the BOOK I.

country, the blood and treaſure which they hadw *

expended in defending it, both against the ſavages 1687

and foreigners ; to what hardſhips and dangers he him- ZPYC'MF'

ſelf had been expoſed ſor that purpoſe 5 and that it was Huge: w'

like giving up his life, now to' ſurrender the-patent and "me, a.

privileges, ſo dearly bought and ſo long enjoyed. The gainst fur'

important affair was debath and kept in ſuſpenſe until ."ndcmg

the evening, when the charter was brought and laid upon '

the table, where the aſſembly were ſitting. By this time,

great numbers oſ people were aficmbled, and men ſuf

ficiently bold to enterpriſe whatever might be neceſſary

or exPedient. The lights were instantly extinguiſhed,

and one Captain NVadſworth, oſ Hartſord, in the most n is cant!

ſilent and ſecret manner, carried off the charter, and ſc- ed off_by

creted it in a large hollow tree, fronting the houſe oſ the SGPS'F'"

Honorable Samuel Wyllys, then one of* the magistrates would;

of the colony. The people appeared all peaceable and '

orderly. The candles were officiouſly relighted, but the

parent was gone, and no diſcovery could be made of it,

or of the perſon, who had conveyed it away. Sir Ed

mund aſſumed the government, and the records of the

colony were cloſed in the following words.

t' AT a general court at Hartſord, October grst, 1687,

U His excellency Sir Edmund Androſs, knight, and cap'

" tain general and governor of his majesty's territoriea

i' and dominions in New-England, by order from hie

4' majesty, James the Il. king of England, Scotland,

'I France, and Ireland, the 3'st oſ October 1687, took

fl into his hands the government of the colony of Con.

a necticut, it being, by his majesty, annexed to Maſik

U chuſetts and other colonies under his excellency's gov

" ernmcnt."

U FINIS."

SIR 'Edmund appointed officers civil and military, Sir Rd

through the colony, according to his pleaſure. He had a mund aſ'

council, at first, confisting of about forty perſons, and ſZTsſhſhc

afterwards, of nearly fifty. Four of this number, Gov- [gnaw

crnor Treat, John Fitz Winthrop, Wait Winthrop, and

John Allen, Eſquires, were of Connecticut. -

Sm Edmund began his government, with the most

flattering profeſſions of his regard to the public ſafety

and happineſs. He instructed the judges to admipister

justice, as far as might be conſistent with the new regula

tions, according to the former laws and customs. It is

v however well obſerved, by Governor Hutchinſon, that
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BOOK I. ſ' Nero concealed his tyrannical diſpoſition more year'

wN than Sir Edmund and his creatures did mouths." He

1637_ ſoon laid a restraint upon the liberty of the preſs; and

The OÞ- then one far more grievous upon marriage. This was

Freſh" prohibited, unleſs bonds were previouſly given with ſure

grflzſif ties to the governor. Theſe were to be ſorfeited, in caſe

sir Ed. it ſhould afterwards appear, that there was any lawful

mund An- impediment to the marriage. Magistrates only were al

d'oſh lowed to join people in the hands of wedlock. The gov

ernor not only deprived the clergy oſ the perquiſite from

marriages, but ſoon ſuſpended the laws for their ſupport,

and would not ſuffer any perſon to be obliged to pay any

thing to his minister. Nay he menaccd the people, that,

if they reſisted his will, their meeting houſes ſhould be

taken from them, and that any perſon who ſhould give

two pence to a non-conformist minister ſhould be pun

iſhed.

THE ſees of all officers, under this new administration,

were exorbitant. The common fee for the probate of a

will was fifty ſhillings. The widow and ſatherleſs, how

distant ſoever, were obliged to appear at Boston, to tranſ

act all buſineſs relative to the ſettlement of eſtates.t

This was a grievous oppreſſion of the poor people 5 eſpe

cially, of the fatherleſs and widow.

SIR Edmund, without an aſlembly, nay without a ma.

jority of his council, taxed the people at pleaſure. He

and Randolph, with four or five others of his creatures,

who were ſufficiently wicked to join with him, in all his

oppreſſwe deſigns, managed the affairs of government, a'

they pleaſed. But theſe were but the beginnings of op

preſſion and ſorrow. They were ſoon greatly increaſed

and more extenſively ſpread. .

IN 1688, Sir Edmund was made governor oſ New.

York, as well as of New-England, and the ſame kind of

government was exerciſed in that department.-[- As the

charters were now either vacated, ſurrendered, or the

government under them ſuſpended, it was declared, that

the titles of the colonists to their lands were of no value.

Sir Edmund declared, that lndian deeds were no better

than N the ſcratch of a bear's paw." Not the fairest

purchaſes and most ample conveyances ſrom the natives,

no dangers, diſburſements nor labors, in cultivating a

 

* Hutchinſon" Hist.Vol. l. Þ- 358. _

'l* The ſam', p. 37r. lt is strange. that Mr. Smith, in his hiſ

tory of New-York, takes no notice oſ this, nor gives any account

of Sir Edmuud" adminiſtration. . .
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. Under-nest, and turning it into orchards, gardens, and

pleaſant fields, no grants by charter, nor by legiflatures

constituted by them, no declarations of preceding kings,

nor of his then preſent majesty, promiſing them the quiet

enjoyment of their houſes and lands, nor ſiſty or ſixty

years undisturbed poſſeſſion, were pleas of any validity or

conſideration with Sir Edmund and his minions. The

purchaſers and cultivators, after fifty and ſixty years im

provement, were obliged to take out patents for their eſ

tates. For theſe, in ſome instances, a fee of fifty pounds

was demanded. Writs of intruſion were iſſued against

perſons of principal character, who would not ſubmit to

ſuch impoſitions, and their lands were patented to

others.

Maſſachuſetrs, that V men's titles were not all questioned

" at once. Had this been the caſe, according to the

" computation then made, all the perſonal estate in the

ll colony would not have paid the charge of the new pa

u tents-"1L

THE governor, and a ſmall number of his council, in

the most arbitrary manner, ſined and impriſoned num

hers of the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts, and denied them

the benefit of the act of habeas corpus. All town meet

ings were prohibited, except one in the Month of May,

for the election of town officers, to prevent the people

from conſulting meaſures for the redreſs of their griev

ances. No perſon indeed was ſuffered to go out of the

country, without leave from the governor, least com

plaints ſhould be carried to England against his admin

iſh'ation. At the ſame time, he ſo well knew the temper'

and views of his royal master, that he feared little from

him, even though complaints ſhould be carried over a

gainst him. Hence he and his dependants oppreſſed the _

people, and enriched themſelves without restraint.

THE most humble petitions were preſented to his may

jesty, from corporations of various deſcriptions, beſeech

ing him, that the govemor's council might conſist of

none but men of conſiderable property in lands ; that

no act might be paſſed to bind the people, but by a ma

jority of the council ; and that he would quiet his good

Governor Hutchinſon obſerves, with reſpect to '

BOOK I.

1688.

ſubjects in the enjoyment of all property in houſes and '

lands.* But, in the reign of James the ſecond, petitions

 

1- Hutchinſon's Hist. vol. I. p. 359.

Sir Edmund,with all his vigilance, could not prevent the

carryingo'verofcomplaint' a ainst him. Mr. Increaſe Mathtl'

C C
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Boort I. ſo reaſonable and just: could not be heard. The prince,

wat home, and his officers abroad, like greedy harpies,

1688.
preyed upon the people without control. Randolph was

not aſhamed to make his boaſt, in his letters, with reſpect

'0 Governor Androſs and his council, ll that they were

U as arbitrary as the great Turk."' All New-England

groaned under their oppreſſion. The heavieſt ſhare of it,

however, ſell Upon the inhabitants of Maſſachuſettg and

New-Plimouth. Connecticut had been leſs obnoxious

to government, than IMaſſachuſetts, and as it was further

removed from the ſeat of government, was leſs under the

notice and influence of thoſe oppreſſors.

Govaknon'l'reat was a father to the people, and felt

for them, in their distreſſed circumstances. The other

gentlemen, who were of the council, and had the princi

pal management of affairs, in Connecticut, were men of

principle,lovers of justice and of their fellow ſubjects.

They took advantage of Sir Edmund's first', instructions,

and as far as they poſſibly could, conſistently with the

new regulations, governed the colony according to the

former laws and customs. The people were patient and

peaceable, though in great fear and deſpondency. They

were no strangers to what was tranſacted in the neigh

bouring colonies, and expected ſoon fully to ſhare with

them, in all their miſeries. It was generally believed,

that Androſs was a papist *, that he had employed the In

dians to ravage the ſrontiers, and ſupplied them with am

munition; and that he was making preparations to deliv

er the country into the hands of the French. All the

motives to great actions, to industry, economy, enter

prite, wealth, and population, were in a manner annihi

lated. A general inactivity and languiſhment pervaded

the whole public body. Liberty, property, and every

thing, which ought tobe dear to men, every day, grew

more and more inſecure. The colonies were in a state of

genfiml flC_ſpondency,with reſpect to the restoration of

their prrvrleges, and the truth of that divine maxim,

f* when the wicked beareth rule the people mourn," was,

m a ſtriking manner, every where exempliſied.

not on bf'fird a ſhip, and ſailed to En land for this ve ur oſe.
Taijcgzllzffisdzhe complains, which he 'carried merry, pintii 'is
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REVOL UTION in New-England. . Conmctiout 'uſ/inn: their

government. Addrest to King ll'il/iam. Troopr roistd

for the defence cffthe eq/Zernstttlement: in thu-Hmnpſhiro

and the provinrt of Maine. French and Indian war.

Schenectady dzstroyc-d. Connecticut diſþatoh a reinſorne

men: to Alhanj. Expcdition again/I Canada. The [and

army retreatr, and the enterpriſe pro-ver u'zſuotrſhfizl.

Ltz'ſler'r ahuſeof Major general IVinthrop. The ajstmlvly

of Connectiwt approve the general': conduct. Thank: are

returned to Mr. Mother, agcnt Whiting, and Mr. Por

ter. Opinion: rg/þecting the charter, and the logality of

Connecticut': affimzing their government. lVindhamstt

tied. The xVoha-wh castle: art-ſurpriſed and the rountry

alarmed. Connecticut stnd troopj to Alhany. Colonel

Fletthtr, governor of New-Torh, demand: the command

ofthe militia of Connrctitut. The colony petition King

William on the ſuly'ect. Calanel Fit-'ther come: to Hart

fird, and, in perſon, demand: that the legi/Iature ſubmit

the militia to his rommand ,- but they reſust. Captain

Wartſ-worth prevent! the reading ofhi: commzffion, and the

(alone/judge: it expedient to leave the colony. The cast oſ

Connecticut relative" to the militia/lated. Hi: majtsty dr

tcrmine: infiwor ofthe colony. Committee: are appointed

toſettle the haundary line hot-wren Connecticut and Mrſſ.

chuſtttr. thrral Winthrop return: and receive: public

thankſ. Congratulation of the Earl of Bellomont, ap

pointed governor ofNe-w-Torh and Mqffizrhuſctir. Diſ;

puta with Rhode-Istand continuer. Committee toſettle the

houndariu. Expe'zſn oſ the war. Vexatiom' conduct of

Governor Fletchrr. Peace, joy and thank/giving.

CARCELY any thing could be more gloomy and 1689

distreſsful, than the ſtate of public affairs, in New

England, at the beginning oſ this year. But in the midst

of darkneſs light aroſe. While the people had prayed

in vain to an earthly monarch, their petitions had been

more ſucceſsfully preſented to a higher throne. Provi

dence wrought glorioufly for their and the nation's de

liverance. On the 5th of Novembcr 1688, the Prince

of Orange landed at Torbay in England. He immedi- Ram,
ately publiſhed a declaration of his deſign, in viſiting the tion inn'

kingdom. Acopy oſ this was received at Boston, by New-Eng

one Mr. Winflow, a gentleman from Virginia, in April land

1689. Governor Androſs and his council were ſo alarms
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ed with this news, that they 'ordered Mr. Winſlow to be

arrested and committed to gaol for bringing a falſe and

traiterous libel into the country. They alſo iſſued a

proclamation commanding all the officers and people to

be in readineſs to prevent the lsnding of any f0rces,which

the Prince of Orange might ſend into that part of Amer

ica. But the people, who ſighed under their burdens,

ſecretly wiſhed and prayed for ſucceſs to his glorious un

dertaking. The leaders in the country determined qui

etly to wait the event ; but the great body of the inhabi

tants had leſs patience. Stung with past injuries, and

encouraged at the first intimations of relief, the fire of

liberty re-kindled, and the flame, which, for a long time,

had been ſmothered in their boſoms, burst forth with ir

reſistiblc violence.

ON the 18th of April, the inhabitants of Boston and

the adjacent towns roſe in arms, made themſelves masters

of the castle, ſeized Sir Edmund Androſs and his conn

cil, and perſuaded the old governor and council, at Boſ

ton, to reſume the government.

ON the 9th of May 1689, Governor Robert Treat,

Deputy governor James Biſhop, and the former magiſ

traces, at the deſire of the freemen, reſumed the govern
ment of Connecticut.ſi Major general John Winthrop

was, at the ſame time, choſen into the magistracy to

complete the number appointed by charter. The ſree-.

men vored, that, for the preſent ſafety of that part of

New-England called Connecticut, the neceſſity of its cir

cumstances ſo requiring, U they would re-establiſh gov

U ernmcnt, as it was before, and at the time, when Sir

U Edmund Androſs took it, and ſo have it proceed, as it

U did before that time, according to charter 5 engage

U ing themſelves to ſubmit to it accordingly, until there

4' ſhould be a legal establiſhment among them."

Tne aſſembly having fortned, came to the following

reſolution : U That whereas this court hath been inter

" ruptcd, in the management of the government in this

*' colony of Connecticut, for nineteen mouths past, it i'

U now enacted, ordered, and declared, that all the lawe

:' Of this colony, made according to charter, and court'

t; cfinſhtuted for the administration of government, as

U ZOCY were before the late interruption, ſhall be of full

ſhrlcle and Vlrtue, for the future, and until this court

aczo see cauſe to make further and other alterations,

must; mg lo cha_rter."_ The aſſembly then confirmed

ty officers in their reſpective posts, and proce'dz

ſ'

'X
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ed to appoint their civil officers, as had been customary at BOOK I.

the May ſeſiion. VW

I'T was expected, that it might ſoon be neceſſary to lyiizfil'v of

tranſact matters of the highest importance, reſpecting the th: finiſh

most. eſſential rights of the colony. The deputies there- gin,

ſore reſOIVed, that if occaſion ſhould require any thing to

be acted, reſpecting the charter, the governor ſhould call

the aſſembly, and not leave the affair with the council.

UPON the 26th oſMay, a ſhip arrived at Boston with

advice that William and Mary were proclaimed King and

Queen of England. The joyful news ſoon reached Con

hecticut. A ſpecial aſſembly was called, which conven

ed on the 13th oſ June. On the ſame day, William and

Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, were proclaimed

with great ceremony and joy. Never was there greater *

or more general joy in New-England, than upon the ac

eeflion oſ William and Mary to the throne of Great-Bri

tain. The bands of oppreſſion were now looſed, the

fears of the people dillipated, and joy brightened in every

countenance.

THE le illature addreſſed his ma'est , in the most lo al
and dutifsl manner. They repreſizntZd, that the LoRyD,who ſitteth king upon the floods, had ſeparated his ene- ty 'King

mies from him, as he divided the waters of Jordan before Wlu'w

his choſen people; and that, by the great actions which

he had performed, in reſcuing the nation from popery

and deſpotiſm, GoD had begun to magniſ him, as he

did Joſhua, in the fight of all Iſrael. In rong terms,

they declared, that it was becauſe the Lonn loved his

people, that he had exalted him to be king over them, to

execute justice and judgment. They most humbly pre

ſented their grateful acknowledgements to him, for hit

zeal for the welfare of the nation, and for the protestant

interest. At the ſame time, they repreſented to his ma

jesty the charter privileges, which they had obtained, and

the manner in which Sir Edmund Androſs had ſuppreſſ

ed their government by charter: That they had never

ſurrendered it, and that there had been no enrolment of

any ſurrender of it, or act, in law, against it: And that to

avoid the inconveniences of having no government, and

for their defence against their enemies, they had, at the

deſire of the ſreemcn,reſumed the government according

to their ancient form. They humbly prayed for his ma.

jesty's directions, and his gracious confirmation of their
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Boo't l. charter rights."
The court ordered, that dſr. Whiting

w ſhould preſent their addreſs to his majesty.

'689.

Rcvolu

'inn at

'New

York.

Oct. 10.

Muxwmu-z a revolution had been made at New

York. One Captain Jacob Leiſler had aſſumed the gov

ernment oſ that province, and kept the fort and city in

behaiſ of King William. He had written to Connecti

cut and ſolicited aſſistance in defending the provinee.

'ſhe aſſembly appointed Major Could and Captain James

l-'itch to proceed to New-York, and confer with Leiſ

ler and his council relative to the defence of the fron

tiers. The Committee, with Captain Leiſler, were au

thorized to determine the number of men to be employed

and the meaſures to be adopted for that purpoſe. In

conſequence of their determination, the governor and

council diſpatched Captain Bull, with a company, to Al

bany, for the defence of that part of the country, and to

affist in a treaty with the Five nations, with a view to ſe

cure their friendſhip and attachment, as far as poſſible, to

the Engliſh colonies. Connecticut alſo ſent a detach

ment of men to allist Captain Leiſler in the deſence of

the fort and city of New-Yelk.

WHlLE the 'French and Indians were threatening the

northern frontiers, the eastern Indians were carrying on

their depredations in the eastern parts of New-England.

In September, a ſpecial aſſembly was called on that ac

count. Commiffioners were appointed to conſult with

the commiſiioners of the other colonies, relative to the

war in thoſe parts. As it was imagined the Indian'

there had been injured, by Governor Androſs and his oſ

ficers, the commiſſioners were inſtructed to enquire into

the grounds of the war with them ; and if it ſhould ap

pear, that they had been injured, to uſe their utmost in

fluence, that justice might be done them, and the country

quxeted in that way. But if they found the war to be just

and neceſſary, they were authorized to engage the colo- '

ny's full proportion of men, unleſs it ſhould amount to

_more than _two hundred. Two companies were aſter

gardspppomted to that ſervice, under the command of

aptams George Deniſon and Ebenezer Johnſon.

ſi'mA; ſtill: ſeffion in October,it was reſolved, that þy rea

unrest , eſgl'eat expenſe othe colony, in defending his

"ighdry 5 "ble-95, 1_n other parts, it was neceſſary to

aW the aid wlueh they had ſent to New-York.

" AÞpendix No. xqu '
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AT this general court, the law reſpecting the choice of BOOK I.

- the governors and magistrates was enacted nearly in the VW

words in which it now stands ; but it instituted a mode "89"

of nomination different from the preſent. This was to

be made on the third Tucſday in March annually, and

the votes were to be carried to Hartford by the consta

bles of the county towns, and on the last Tueſday in the

month were, by them, to be ſorted and counted in the

council chamber. The nomination was then tranſmitted

to the ſeveral towns. '

WHlLE the revolution delivered the nation from' vaſ

ſalage and popery, it involved it in an immediate war

with France, and the colonies in a French and lndian

war. A large number of troops and a conſiderable fleet

were ſent from France, in 1689, with a ſpecial view to

the reductionof New-York. The enterpriſe was fruſ

trated by the distreſſed condition to which the incurſion-s

of the Mohawks had reduced Canada.

COUNT Frontenac, to raiſe the depreſſed ſpirits of the

Canadians, ſent out ſeveral parties of French and Indian'

against the ſettlements in New-York and New-England.

A detaehment of between two and three hundred French

and lndians, under the command of D'Aillebout, De

Mantel, and Le Moyn, were diſpatched from Montrcal

against the frontiers of New-York. They were furniſhw

ed with every thing neceſſary fora winter's campaign.

Aſter a march of two and twenty days, in the dead of

winter, they reached Schenectady, on Saturday the 8tl1

of February 169o._ The had been reduced to ſuch

straits that they had thoughts of ſurrendering themſelves Defirue

priſoners of war. But their ſcouts, who had been a day go: Of

or two in the village, entirely unſuſpected, returned with tjdxifcſiw

ſuch accounts of the ſecurity of the inhabitants, as de- g, 1690.

termined them to make an attack upon them. They

tound the gates open and unguarded. They entered

them about eleven o'clock, and that they might invest

every houſe, at the ſame time, they divided into ſmall

parties of ſix or ſeven men. The inhabitants were in a

rofound ſleep, and unalarmcd until the enemy had bro

Zen open their doors, and they were on the verge of de

ſtruction. Never were a poor peo le more dreadfully

ſurpriſed. Before they had time to ri e from their beds,

the enemy began the perpetration of the most inhuman

barbarities. No tongue, ſays Colonel Schuyler, in his

letter to the colonies, can expreſs the cruelties which '

ycrc committed. The inhabitants were instantly flain,
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Boox I. and the whole village was in flames. Pregnant women

w were ripped open, and their infants cast into the flames

zogQ, or'daſhed against the posts of the doors. Sixty perſon:

periſhed in the maſſacre, and twenty were captivated.

The rest of the inhabitants eſcaped in their ſhirts, in a

most stormy and ſevere night, and through a deep ſnow,

whichfeli at the ſame-time. Twenty five of the fugitivcs

lost their limbs, in the flight, through the (harpneſs of the

frost. Captain Bull's lieutenant, one of his ſergeants,

and three other men were killed, and five captivated.

The enemy killed all- the cattle and horſes, which they

could find, except about fifty of the best horſes, which

they earried off, loaded with the plunder of the village.

WHEN the news of this destruction reached Albany,

the next morning, an univerſal fear and constemation

ſeized the inhabitants. The country became panick

strUck, and many entertained thoughts of destroying the

town and abandoning that 'part of the country to the ene

my. Indeed, the whole province of New-Yorlt was in

deplorable circumstances. Lieſlcr, who had aſſumed the

government, was a weak,imprudent man, and there was

a violent oppoſition both to him and his meaſures, eſpe

cially at Albany. Government was nearly diſſolved.

The people vwould not ſuffer the officers, posted at Alba.

ny and Schenectady, to keep a regular watch, or to main

tain any kind of military order. Captain Bull had re

monstrated against their conduct, and threatened to with.

draw his troops. unleſs they would ſubmit to order. The

bad weather only had prevented him from withdrawing

the' detachment from Schenectady. The people had

been warned of their danger, and that an expedition had

been undertaken by the' enemy against that part of the

country; but they imagined, that it was impracticablc

for any men to march hundreds of miles, with their arms

. and proviſiOHS, through the ſnow, in the depth of Winter.

'Ihisinſntuation and diſorder was the occaſion of their

destructiond- .

A saconn party of the enemy, which Count Fron

_ tenac had detachcd from the three rivers, under the com

Salmon mand oſ the Sieur Hartel, an officer of distinguiſhed char

Fllle acter in Canada,on the iSth of March, ſell upon San

Hazel' 13' mon Falls. This was a plnntation on the river whidr

9 ' divides New-Hampſhire from the province of Main.

This party conſisted of about fifty men, nearly half BI-z

Deflruc

tion of

 

t Colonel Schuyler" and Captain Bull's letter'on-file
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dium. They commenced the attack, at h'rcah of day, in BOOK I .

three different places. Though the people were ſurpri- WV

ſed, yet they flew to their arms and defended themſelves 1690.

with a bravery which even their enemies applnuded.

But they Were finally overpowered by numbers,- and the

whole ſettlement wan pillaged and burned. Six and

thirty menwere killed, and fifty four, principally wotnen

and children, carried into captivity.

THESE depredations filled the country with ſeat- and

ahrm. The most preſſing letters were ſent to Connec

tient for immediate distance. A ſpecial aſſembly Was special aſ;

called onthe rtth oſ April. Lette-ra- were laid before ſembly,

the aſſembly, from Mafl'achuſetts, ſolicitin , that ſoldiers APſ"

might be ſent ſrom-Connecticut to guard t e upper towm "th"

'upon Connecticut river 3 and that there might' be a gan-a

eral meeting of commiflioners from the ſeVeral- colonies,

at minde-Hand, to ooaſult the common defence. There

were alſo letters from Captain Lieſler, at New-YzorII,

and fromColonclSehuyler and other principal gentlemen,

at Albany, urging, that Captain Bull and the ſoldier-s

rhew might becontinned, and that reinforcemcnts mi 't

be forwanded: for the defence of that place and vthe adjan

cent country. lt was alſo urged, that Connect-icut

would; unite with the other colonies, in raiſing an army

ſo' the reduction of Canada.

Tnn aſſemle determined, that. there. was a neceſſity Reinforcþ

oſ their utmost exertions to prevent the ſettlement of the? ment ſent

French at Albnny. It wasv reſolved, thattwo cbmparties, WAlblnY

oſahuadned menveach, ſhould be raiſed and ſent for.

ward' for that purpoſe. The colony alſo gave affistance

to the frantic' towns of Maſſachnſetts upon the river.

Fon. the defence oſ Connectricut, it was ordered', that Proviſion

aeonstant 'Match-ſhould be kept in the ſeveral towns, and go; th?

that all the male: in the colony, except the' aged and in- Judgeſ:

firm, ſhould keep watch in their turns. If the aged and' ny,

infinnwere more than fifty pounde. in the' list, they were

obliged to procuve aman, in their turns, to watch and

guard in their: ſtead. '

* THOUGH the colony had neceived no instructions from Court of

King William, confirming their charter, or directing the election.

mode of government, yet at the general election, the m, m"

freemen proceeded, as had been uſual, to-the chdlce of

their effloers. Robert Treat, Eſquire, was ter-choſen

overnor, and James Biſhop, Eſquire, deputy governor.

MWyllyc,.Nadtan I)Gould, XVilliam Jones, John

d d
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BOOK If Allen, Andrew Leet, James Fitch, Samuel-Maſon,.Sam

VN uelTalcott, John Burr,William Pitkin, Nathaniel Stan

1690'4 - leymnd Daniel XVitherel, Eſquires, were choſen magiſ

traces...,,. . x ' - - *

Glzst'gn. 2.- AT-this feſiion of. the aſſembly, that part of wetherſ

'31er made field, which' lay on the ea-st ſide of Conneflicut rivergwas

a distinct made, distinct town, by-the name of Clastenbury. ..*

town' 'THE propoſed meeting of commiffioners was holden

it-New-Yo'rkdnstead of- Rhode-lfland, on the ist of

May, 1690. The commiflionersfrom Connecticut were

. - - _ -. Nathan Could and William Pitkiu, Eſquires. It appears,

' - .' ' a than-"at this meeting, thchommiffioners conceived the

' ' * planvofzan-expedition against Canada. They ordered;

' U thateight hundred and fifty men ſhould be raiſed for 'that

purpoſe. The quotas of the ſeveral colonies were fixed'

and general rules adopted', for the-management of theat

niy. zA ſmall veſſel was ſent expreſs to' England, the Beq:

ginnin'g-nf April, carrying ' a repreſentation of the' ex

poſed state of thecolonjes and of the neceſſity ofethe Tree:

duction of Canada. A prayer was alſo ſent to his man

jest.y,,for.a-ſupply oſarms, ammunition, and a number

of-frigates to attack the enemy by_ water, while the -eolo-'

nial troops wade an invaſion by land. But the affairs of,

the nation were ſuch, at that time, that no affistance

could be given to the colonies. New-York and 'the New-1

Bagland colonies, however, determined to proſecute their

'original plan ofattacking Canada. It was propoſed, with

. . hþout eightor nine hundred Engliſhmen, and five Or ſix

hundred Indians, to make an attack upon 'Montre'ahf

while afleet and army, of eighteen himdred or two thou- *

ſand men, were to proceed up St. Lawrence, and," at the:

'ſame-tinue, make an attack upon Webcc. It washoped,

' \ by this means,_ſo to distract and divide the enemy; that:

* _ the-whole eountryrniglzt be reduced to his majesty's gov-z

- '* 'ct ) meem- _It _wns expected, that' a powerful affifiance

wouldbgi? E'Yc" by the Five nations, who had, but a few

if? F grea] ſo- excccdmgly haraſi'ed and distreſſed the .

w_ 0 e renci colony. Jacob Nlilborn, ſon in law to -
I 'LWfle-'twasmmmlſiarfi and it was ex ected th1t New-i

t Pan-3] would 'furniſh PTOViſiOnS, and xiiake [irenarations

, 'Fast-news? werer .
' "a * * OF' LſqU-"C, was appointed major gen

Vimhrop cral and comma ld ' *"was A er m chief ofthe land army. He arri-z

1- Determination ' * -- . .
0 fth - ' . . 'jane] Schuylex'a'kucr Oneſicgſſeo*llmlffloner3, at hewYork, and Go.
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-ved, with the troops under'his c'om'mand; near. the: falls Boort I.v

at the head of 'Wood Creek, early in the month of Au-w

gust. - About the ſometime, the 'ſleet ſailed froni Nan- 1690. 7 -

talket forWebec. It conſisted of between thirty and with the
forty veſſelsgrcntand ſmall. The largcst carried 44 gunſis 'ingvfflgr

and two hundred men. ' Sir William Phips, governor of Emflo

Mafl'achuſetts, had thechief command. The. fleet had a

long' paſſage, and did' not arrive before Quebee, until the

sth of October. .l 5.', '-.. ni

- Wnamth'e [and army arrived 'af'th'e plaeeappointed

for therentlezvous of. the'lndiaus, from the Five nations,

instead of'finding that poWerful body, which they. cxpecte

ed, and'whichthe Indians had promiſed, there were no

more than ſeventy warriors, from the Mohawks and O

neydas: 1 A 'meſſenger Was" ſentzto' the other nations to

know what they deſigned a' whether they would join. the

army and goforward or not. r The meſſenger returned

and reported, that they wiſhedv for ſome delay z and they
never came- on to join the army: ſi When the general hid

advanced about an hundred miles, he found that there

were not canoes provided ſufficient to tranſpoi't one half

of the Engliſh ſoldiers acroſs' the lake. Upon repreſent
ing so the Indians, that the ai'trſſry could not. paſs into Can

ada, without a much greatennumber of canoes, they re
plied, thſſat it-was then too late in the ſeaſon to make ca

noes, as the bark would not peel. In ſhort, they attfully

evaded everyvpropoſal, which the council of war made

for the ſervice; and finally told the general zand his offi

cers, that they looked too high, and adviſed them only to

attackChambly'and the out ſettlements on this ſide of

St.- Lawrence.1- There was another inſuperable diffi- - r - r

culty aroſe. Milborn, commiſſary of the army,_ had not -

made a ſufficient proviſion for the carrying on and ſup.

plying of proviſions for thearmy, ſo that it was neceſſrta- A

ted to rctreat toAlbany for ſubſistence. This was de- bly-&22.

termined by a council of war. At the ſame time,about a Rch

hundred and forty of the ſprightliest .young men, Engliſh

and lndians,.Were diſpatched into Canada, to make all

the' diverſion poflible in favor of' thefleet. However the Means of
retſſreat of the army and the. late arrival of the armament defeatlng

before Webec defeated the expedition. ., i thfſzm'"

COUNT Fr'ontenac, who had-'advanced with' all his I" '

force to Montreal, to defend the country against therar

i 1'3 Propoſala made'to tlreludianflndthcir anſwers,- wrth Cold. - _ _ -
nel Schuyl'efleand the recorder oſnxbauy'oletter, on file. '_ ſi ' ' i
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BOOK I. my advancing toward' the lake, no ſooner received intel

K/W ligenec, by his ſcouts, that itwaa retreating, then he re

1690. _- turnqd,with all poſſible diſpttch, to Webee. Though

' but two or three days before Sir William Phlpl arrived,

before the town, there were not more 'than Leo French

men in the city, and, according to their own historiann,

it would have furrenderod upon the first ſummon, vet

afterwards the count was able to employ his whole force

in its defence.

Or' the 8th of Octobet, 'he troop' landed and advan

eed towards the town. The ſhip', the next day, were

drawn up before it, and cannonaded it with all their

* force ; but they were not able to do any great injury to;

Leiller"

madneſs

and abuſe

of Gene

ral Win

throp.

t .

He in reſ

cued by

the town, while they were conſiderably damaged by the

enemy's fire from their batteric'. On the r tth, the

troops were re-cmba'ked. Though they had advanced

and maintained their ground with ſpirit, yet they receiv

ed ſuch accounts of the firength of- the enemy, as very

mn'ch diſcouraged . .- them. Scon after, tempefiuen'

weather came on, the ſhips were driven from their-me

chors, and the whole fleet ſcattered. Thus. for Want of

a ſufficient preparation for the advancing of. the: land ar

my, and in conſequence of the too late ſailing of: the fleet.

an otherwiſe well concereed plan wan defeated.

TROUGK General- Winthrop had acted in perfect con

formity to the agnecment 05 the commiſiionere, at New.

York, and to the instructions. which had been given him,

and though he had rctreated and taken all his Meaſure'

by the advice of his officers, in repeated councils of war,

yet Liefler, Milborn, and: their party, were filled with

theutmost rage and madneſs at the retreat. le was on.

dained by the commiſhoners, &shall. mttcraqf great

importance, the general ſhouldbe governed by- a council

of war, conſisting of him'ſdfl and hie Officcrs; andLiefle'

was the first ſigne' to the 'uxstructioneand orders given

It was impoſſible to paſs the lake withou' beats and: A'

noes. Lt wouldhavc been. madneſs to haue treſſed it. il

there had been canons, when they. had founde that. by all

the means and exertionain their. pen-ver;l thUſ'COIfll-'LM

oeureproviſions for the army on this. ſide of the-liken

Fiefler however took the advantage offi the general, after:

the army had eroſſed Hudſon's river, and lay. encomped.

on.thi5 ſide of it, to arrest and confine him, that-bedde

try him by a court martial of his own appointment. He

Was ſome days under the arrest. But when he was

brought upon trial, the Mohawks, who were in thecamy,

N-a- *\fi__
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Croſſcd the river and brought him off, with great triurhplt, Boox 1.

and to the univerſal joy of the army. Lieller, Milborn,w

and their party, were ſo enraged with ſome of the prin- 1690

cipal gentlemen in Albany, who were of the general's the is,"

councihthat they were obliged to flee to Connecticut for m '

ſafety. Mr. Livingſton and others reſided ſome time at

Hartford. Licller confined th'e commiſſary of the Conl

necticut troops, ſo that the army. ſuffered for want of his

aſiistance. _ -

Tms was viewed, by Conncctieut,as an entirely lawe

leſs proceeding 5 not only highly injurious to General

Winthrop and the colony, but to all New-England. The

governor and council remonstrated against his Conduct,

and demanded the releaſe of General Winthrop and their

eomrniſſary. They certified him, that it belonged not to remon.

him to judge oſ the general's conduct, but to the colonies strate a

in general; that it was inconſistent with the very in. szinst ,

fiructionsmhich he had ſubſcribed with his owu hand; figffig

and that if he proceeded in his unprecedented and vio- *

lent-meaſures, they would leave him and New-Yorlt to

themſelves, without any further aid from Connecticut, -

let the conſequenees be what they mightst' They ob'

ſerved, that he needed friends and aflistance, but was

purſuing meaſures not only to make the powerful friend'

oſ General Winthrop, but all New-England,his enemies z

and that the character oſ the general was too gbod, and

too well known, to be drawn into question or diſrepute

by his conduct towards him.

A'r the general court, in October, a narrative oſ the oct_ 9zh_

conduct of the general was exhibited, attested by the of

ficers of the army and by numbers of the principal gen

tlemen of Albany. Attested anſwers of the Indians to

the ſeveral eouncils of war, with ſuch other evidence as

the aſſembly judged preper to examine, were heard.

Upon a full examination of the affair, the aſſembly refol

ved: ſi That the general's conduct, in the expeditiOn, Fit?"

i' had been with good fidelity to his'majcsty's'interefi, throp'.

'3 and that his eonſinement, at Albany, on the account conduct

" thereof, deſerved a timely vindication, as being very IPPFO'CG

F' in'ttrious and diſhonorable to himſelf and the colonies

" o New-England, at whoſe instance he undertook that

U difficult ſervice." The 'court appointed twoof the ma

gistratesin their name, *' To thank the general for hi'

'- 'good ſervice to their majeſtics and to this colony, and

The gov

--_--_-

FLpmeNſhm; *' -* ,. . ,
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May r4th. '

'691.

" ' aſſure him, that,_on'nll ſeaſonable occaſions, they would

U be ready to manifest their good ſentiments of his fidel
.- U -ity,valor and prudehſſce."+ The aſſembly made him

aſi grant of forty pounds, as a preſent, which they deſired

him to accept, as-a further testimonial of their entire ap
probation" oſ his ſervices. ſi . t

Besrmzs the troops employed in the expedition-again'

Canada, Connecticut maintained a company upon-the

river, for the defence of the towns in the county, of

Hampſhire. Upon an alarm in the Winter, the governor

and council diſpatched a company to Deerfield, for the

protection of that and the neighbouring t0wns. .AT the election, May**169:, all the former officer;

were re-clectcd. > . . ' . -. ,

' On the account of the death'of the deputy governor,

James Biſhop, Eſquirefl a ſpecial aſſembly was convened,

on the 9th of July 1691 ; -when William Jones, Eſqnim,

waschoſen-deputy governor, and Captain Caleb Stanley

ma istrate. ' ' ' '. 5 -

- ' HE Reverend Increaſe Mother, of Boston,Was a moſt

faithful friend to the liberties of' his country ; and though

he Was agent for the Maſſachuſetts, yet he was indefatil

gable in his labors, and, as opportunity preſented, aper

ſormed eſſential ſervices for the other colonies; rAt' the

acccſſion of William and Mary he had prevented-the bill

for establiſhing the former governors of New-England.

He had-united all his influence with Mr. Whiting for the

benefit of Connecticut. One Mr. James Porter, who

was'in London, had been very ſerviceable to the colony.

The aſſembly 'therefore ordered, that a letter of thanks

ſhould be addreſſed to thoſe gentlemen, for the good ſer
vices wctvhich they had rendered the colony. They were

alſo deſired to uſe their influencoto obtain, from his ma

- + Records ofthe colony. '

 

I jame' Biſhop, Eſquire, died June nd, root. He appear' to

have been a gentleman of good ability and distinguiſhed moraln.

The time oſ his coming over to America is uncertain. His first

appearance, upon the public records, was about the year r648.

In 1661. he was choſen ſecretary of the colony of New-Haven t

in which oflice he continued until the union oſ the colonies of

Connecticut and New-Haven. In May 1668, he was choſen _one

of the magistratcs oſ Connecticut, in which office he vContinued

nntilMay tumid-33, when he was electcd deputy governor.

* To this office he was annually re-elected until his death. Hi'

family hancontin'ued reſpectable to the preſent time. Samuel

Biſhop, Eſquire, chiefjudge of the conrt ofcommon pleas, for

the county ofNew-llaven,and Mayor of the city, is one of his

deſcendants. -
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jesty,ale,tterapproving of their administralion, of gov'- BOOK I.'.

ernment, according to charter, as. legal z and expreſſmgw

his determination to protect _thern_zin the enjoyment. oſ 1691,

their civil and religious privileges. . , * '

THE violation of the charters, in England, had 'been

declared illegal and arbitrary. The charter of the city of

London, and. thoſe of other corpor'atibns, in Great-Brit- v

ain, had been restored. The caſe of Connecticut, reſpec

ting their charter, had been stated, and the Opinions of

gentlemen, learned in the law, had been given relative to .

the legality of the government aſſumed by the. colony.

They are thus expreſſed. ' - * ,

-. '5 Bear, WVhether the charter belonging to Connec- Opinions

tient, in New-England', is," by meansvof their involun- man" w

V tary ſubmiffion to Sir Edmnnd Androſs's government, gy"

U void in law, ſo as that the king may ſend a governor to Connec.

t' them, contrary to their charter privileges, when, there ticut.

U has been no judgment entercdagain'l: their charter,no_r;
'5 any ſurrender thereof upon record 27' vſi I, z * 5

- 4' I AM of>opinion,;that ſuch ſnbmiflion, as is put, in;

this caſe, doth not invalidate the "charter, or any of the

uzpowers therein, which were granted under the great

" ſeal ;' and'that the charter-not being ſurrendercd un

" der the common ſeal, and thatſurrender duly'enrolled

" oſre'cdrdgnor any judgment o'f record entered against;

"it, the ſame-remains good-and valid in law 3 and the

'5 ſaid corpOratic'm may lawfully executc the pmvers and

* privileges thereby granted, notwithstanding _ſuch'ſuh-_

i' miffibn, and appointment ofa governor as aſoreſaid.

.)unfr

(

( a

a

. . _ r . .* . EDWARDE NVARD.
" and. August 1690." . - ſi .. 4 ,

. 4' Intoſthe ſame opinion. .' il. SOMERS.'

U, I nt of the ſame opinion; and as this matter is

a >statcd<there is no ground of doubt. - -

v . - ." GEO. TREBY."

THE people at the eastward,inNew-Hampſhire and the Distreſſcd

province of Maine, had been extremely distreſſed by the-circum

war, and a very great proportion of them driven from gkflffizzaſi

their ſettlements. lt had alſo been ſound exceedingly "m pea,

difficult to perſuade men to keep garriſon for the de-Zple.

fence of that part of the country. The general court Conhzbþ

of Connecticut, therefore, appointed a contribution, rim. ſm

through thc colony, for the encouragement of the ſol-lþtir re

diers, who ſhould keep garriſon there, and for the reliefl'ct'

of poor families, which had kept their ſiarions, or been,

driven from them by the ravages oſ the enemy. The
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Book I. ' clergy were directed to exhort the people to' liberal con

W tributions for theſe charitable purpofcaf

'691.

Court of

_ election,

may.

The

French

make a

deſcent

upon

Block-Ul

and

Scttie

ment of

the town

of Wind

'am May

la, 1691.

' time.

A'r the election, May '692, William Jones, Eſquire,

was choſen deputy governor by the freemen. Mr. Caleb

Stanley and Mr. Moſes Mansfield were choſen magiſ

trates. Governor Winthrop and the other magiſtrate'

were the ſame they had been the year before.

THE French, the last year, while the troops were em

ployed in the expedition against Canada, made a deſcent

upon Block-lfland, plundered the houſes, and captivated

most of the inhabitants. This greatly alarmed the peo

ple of New-London, Stonington, and Saybroolr. De.

mchments oſ the militia were' ſent to the ſeaport towns

for their defence. The aſſembly therefiare, about this

time ordered, that New-London ſhould be fortified ; and

that the fortification: at Saybroolt ſhould be wpaired.

Tnn country had been alarmed with reports, that a

large body of French and Indians were about to croſs the
lakes and come doſiwn upon the ſrontiers. Conſequently

it was ordered, that ſcouts, from the ſeveral countics

ſhould range the country, and: make' diſcovery of the ene

my as they made their approach. Officers were alſo ap

ointed to command ſuch parts of the militia as it might

he neceſſary to detach, in caſe of an invaſion.

UPON the 29th of February '675, Joſhua, ſachem of

the Mohaxgans, ſon of Uncas, by his last will, gave untor

Captain John Maſon, James Fitch, and others, to the'

number of fourteen, commonly called Joflxua's le toes,

the tract containing the town of Windham. ms,

the next year, ſurveyed and laid out into distinct lots. In

May '692, it was vested with town privileges. By Joſh.

ua's will, the lands in the town of Mansfield, no leſs than

thoſe i-n Windham, were given. The ſettlemen'e, at

both places, commenced about 1686, nearly. at the ſame

Canterburyl originally belonged to the town of

W'mdham, thoug it' was ſome years after 'made a diſ

tinct town; The townſhip of Windhamcompriſesa fine

tract of? land, nearly ten miles ſquare. he ſituation is

pleaſant, and it is now one of the principal towns in th'

ſtate."

1' The number of perſon', this year7 ratahle in the colony wn

3409. and the grand liſt £r$3,159.

* Mn. John Cates, one oſ the first planters a gentleman from

England, who died July 16th, 169 7, hy his last will, gave a gener

ous legae . in plate. to the church. Hc all?" give two hundned'

actes of mdtor the uſe of a ſchool, and two hundred more.
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CovN'r Frontenac, finding that he could not, with Boox I.

Ill his arts, accompliſh a peace with the five nations, de-w

termined on the destruction of the Mohawks, who, of all 1693.

the Indiana, had been by far the most destructive to the Enterpfiſe

ſcttlements in Canada. He collected an army of ſix or

ſeven hundred French and Indian', and, having ſupplied camw

them with every thing neceſſary fora winter campaign,

ſent them against the Mohawk castles. They began

their march from Montreal, on the 15th of January

1693. After ſuffering incredible hardſhips, they fell in

with the first Mohawk castle, about the 6th of February.

The Mohawlts were entirely ſecure, nothaving the least

intimation of their approach. The enemy took about

four or five men at this castle, and proceeded to the

ſecond. At this they were equally ſucceſsful. A great

part of the inhabitants were at Schenectady, and the rest

were perfectly ſecure. When they advanced to the

third castle, they found about forty warriors, collected at

a war dance, as they deſigned the next day to go upon an

enterpriſe against their enemies. A conflict enſucd in

which the French, after loſing about thirty men, were

victorious, and the third caflle was taken. The

French, in this deſcent, captivated nearly three hundred

of the allied Indians, principally women and children.

The brave Coloncl Schuylcr, of Albany, at the head of a.

party of volunteers, of about two hundred Engliſh and

Dutch, purſued them. On the r gth of February, he was

joined with about three hundred Indians, and with this

force he fell in with the enemy, whom he found in a for

tified camp. Thcxntade. three ſucceſiive ſallies upon the

colonel, and were as often-repulſed. He kept his ground,

waiting for proviſions and a reinſorcement from Albany.

Meanwhile the enemy, taking advanta e of a ſevere ſnow

storm, on the night of the xSth, mar ed off for Canada.

The next day, Captain Sims, with eighty regular troops,

vrived with proviſions for the army, and the day fol

lowing, the colonel reſumed the purſuit. The French,

however, luckily finding a cake of ice acroſs the north

branch of Hudſon's river, made their eſcape. Never

thelcſs they were ſo preſſed that they ſuffered mostbf

their captivcs to eſcape. They all except nine or ten re

turned. Colonel Schuyler loſt eight of his party, ſoul
 

for the uſe of the poor of the town forever. Windham ws'

made a county town in May 1716. the grand list,.in 1768, wu

about flammand the I'mbci of inhabitanu moo

e e
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Boox I. Christians and four Indians. He had fourteen wounded.

VW According to the report of the captives, the enemy lost

"93- forty men, three of whom were French officers, and two

were Indian leaders 3 and they had thirty wounded.

The Indians found about thirty corpſes of the enemy,

whom they ſcalped, and afterwards roasted and ate them,

as they were exceedingly pinched for want oſproviſions.'

WHILE theſe affairs were tranſacting, diſpatches were

ſent to Connectieut acquainting Governor Treat, that

the French had invaded his majesty's territories and

taken the fortreſſes of his allies. A demand was made

of two hundred men, complete in their arms, to march

forthwith to Albany. ,

flpecial aſ. A SPECXAL aſſembly was called on the zrstoſ February

&mblY 1693, and. it was ordered, that one hundred and fifty

F'b* un' men ſhould be ſent immediately to Albany, or any other

place where the governor ſhould judge to be most for his

majesty's interest. Fifty of the troops marched for Al

bany, the next day.

SCARCELY had the aſſembly diſperſed before another

expreſs arrived, from Sir William Phips, requiring a

corps of a hundred Engliſh men and fifty Indians, to aſ

ſist in the defence of the eastern ſettlements, in the prov

ince of Maine and Maſſachuſetts. On the 6th ofMarch

sped;" at: another ſpecial aſſembly was convened, and the legifla

ſembly ture granted a captain's company of ſixty Engliſh men

March and about forty lndians, under the command of Captain

ffl'- William Whiting.

_ MAJoR General Fitz John Winthrop was choſen mag

Biect'on iſtrate at the election, which was the only alteration made

may um' among the magistrates this year. _

THE general court ordered a letter to be addreflkd to

the governor of Maſſachuſetts, fonce more deſiring him

' and that colony amicably to join with Connecticut in

running the partition line between the two colonies.

William Pitkin, Eſquire, Mr. Samuel Chester, and Cap

tain William Whiting were appointed a committee to run

the line. They had instructions to begin, according to

the expreſs words of the parent of Maſſachuſetts, three

miles ſouth of every part of Charles river, and thence to

v' run to the westermost bounds of Symſbury.

Colond COLONEL Benjamin Fletcher, governor of Nchork,

mach" who had arrived at the ſeat of his government, August

challenge' a9th 1692, had received a commiſſion entirely inconſist

 

W Governor Fletchcr's letter, on file. '

Afixdx ,<,
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ent with the charter rights and ſafety of the colonies. Boox I.

.He was vested with plcnary powers of commanding thew

whole militia of Connectieut and the neighbouring prov- 11-9 3.

inces. He inſisted on the command of the militia of the zomf'

Connecticut. As this was expreſsly given to the colony, Eznmifi

by charter, the legiſlature would not ſubmit to his requi- m,

ſition. They, however, judged it expedient to reſer it The lagiſ

to the ſreemen, whether they would addreſs a petition to litſurc ſe"

his majesty praying for the continuance of the militia in ſflbzft'ſh:

the power of the colony, according to their charter, and mnffiz to

for the continuance and preſervation of all their char- hiseom

tered rights and privileges. There were 2,18o perſons mand

or ſuffrages for addreſſing his majesty, and the ſreemen

declared, that they would bear their proportionable

charge with the rest of the colony, in proſecuting the'

affair to a final iſſue.

A_T aſpecial aſſembly, September lst 1693, the court petition

appornted a petition to be draughted, to be preſented to hi, m,sz

his majesty King William, on the ſubject. Major Gen- ty,an_d '

oral Fitz John Winthrop was appointed' agent to preſent aPPOlnt

the petition, and employ his best endeavours for the a" Went'

confirmation of all the chattered privileges of the colony.

He was deſired, as ſoon as poſſible, to take his paſſage

to England, and upon his arrival there, to lay the buſi

neſs, as expeditioufly as might be, before his majesty, and

proſecute the affair to an iſſue with all convenient

diſpatch.

He was instructed to make a full repreſentation of the Inttmc.

great hardſhips, expenſe, and dangers of the inhabitants, UOM to

in planting and defending the colony z and that theſe th' and"

had been borne wholly by themſelves, without any aſ

fistance from the parent country : That it would endan

ger and ruin the colony, if the militia ſhould be taken

from it, and commanded by strangers at the distance of

New-York and Boston : That it would wholly incapaci

tate them to defend themſelves, their wives, and children :

That before they could obtain instructions, from ſuch a

distance, upon any ſudden emergency, the colony might

be depopulated and ruined : That a stranger, at a diſ

tance, might not agree with the governor and council

in employing the militia for the defence oſ the property,

lives, and liberties of the ſubjects 5 and that the life and

ſupport of the laws, and the very exiſtence of their civil

constitution depended on the militia. He was alſo in

structed further to repreſent the state of the militiaoſCon

nccticut, with reſpect to its difference from that of the

B- _.___
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BOOK I. militia of England : That from the fcattered state and

VW ſmall number of the inhabitants,it had been neceſſary,

'693. that all males, from ſixteen years of age, ſhould belong

to the militia, and be made ſoldiers, ſo that if the mili

tia were taken from the colony, there would be none left

but magistrates, ministers, phyſicians, aged and infirm

people, to defend their extenſive ſea coasts and frontiers;

and that giving the command of the militia to the gov

ernor of another colony was, in effect, to put their per

ſons, interests, and liberties entirely into his power. The

agent was alſo directed to repreſent the entire ſatisfaction

of the colony with the preſent government, and the great

advantages reſulting from it : That giving the command

of the militia to the governor of another province would

exceedingly endanger, if not entirely destroy, that gen

eral contentment, and all the advantages thence ariſing to

his majesty and his ſubjects : That out of three thouſand

freemen, in the colony, two thouſand and two hundred

actually met and gave their fuffiages for the preſent ad

dreſs, and that the greatest part of the other eight hun

dred were for it, but were, by their particular occaſions,

prevented from attending at the reſpective meetings,

when the ſuſſrages were taken : That the inhabitan"

were univerſally for the revolution ; and that, in the

whole colony, there were not more than four or five

malecontents. The agent was charged to aſſure his ma

jesty, that the militia ſhould be improved, with the ut

most prudence and faithfulneſs, for 'his majesty's ſervice,

in the defence of the frontiers of Maſſachuſetts and New

York ; and to lay before him what the colony had al

ready done ; eſpecially for the province of New-York in

their late distrcſſed condition : That for its defence, and

the ſecuring of the Five nations, in his majesty's interest,

they had expended more than three thouſand pounds,

and lost a number of their men. Farther, General Win.

throp was directed, ſo far as might be judged expedient,

to plead the rights granted in the charter, eſpecially that

of commauding the militia," and the common uſage ever

'ſince the grant of the charter, for a long courſe of years.

Sm William' Phips, governor of Maſſachuſettx, had,

on his appointment to that office, received a commiſlion

of the ſame tenor of Governor Fletcher's. As the colony

had not fully complied with his requiſitions, it was ex

pected that the agent would be interrogated upon that

ced: He was instructed in that caſe, to reply, that Sir

William never came into the oolony,nor acted upon his
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commiffion any further, than to give a copy of it, and to BOOK I.

enquire who were the officers of the militia : That the VW

governor and company had a prior commiſſion, by char- "93,

ter, and that they could by no means give it up until the

affair had been laid before his majesty.

THE colony wrſhed to ſerve his majesty s mterest, and Aſſ"an

as far as poſſible, conſistently vnth their chartered rights, oct_ 3,"

to maintain a good understanding with Governor Fletch

er. William Pitkin, Eſquire, was therefore ſent to New

York, to treat and make terms with him reſpecting the

militia, until his majesty's pleaſure ſhould be further

known. But no terms could be made with him ſhort of

an explicit ſubmiſſion oſ the militia to his command.

Or' the 26th oſ October, he came to Hartſord, while Colonel

the aſſembly were ſitting, and, in his majesty's name, de- member

manded their ſubmiſſion oſ the militia to his command, comes to

as they would anſwer it to his majesty; and that they Harlford

would give him a ſpeedy anſwer in two words, Yes, or 33,"

No. He ſubſcribed himſelf his majesty's lieutenant and command

commander in chief of the militia, and of all the ſorces of the mi

by ſea or land, and of all the ſorts and places of strength "m- oct

in the colony of Connecticut.' He ordered the militia 35'

of Hartſord under arms, that he might beat up for vol

unteers. lt was judged expedient to call the train band:

in Hartford together ; but the aſſembly inſisted, that the

command oſ the militia was expreſsly vested, by charter,

in the governor and company ; and that they could, by no

means, conſistently with their just rights and the

common ſafety, reſign it into any other hands. They

inſinuated, that his demands were an invaſion of their eſ

ſential privileges and ſubverſi'e of their cbnstitutiom

UPON this, Colonel Bayard, by his excellency's com

mand, ſent a letter into the aſſembly declaring, that his Peel;"

excellency had no deſign upon the civil rights oſ the colo- ZZTonzl

ny -, but would leave them, in all reſpects, as he found Bayard,

them. In the name of his excellency, he rendered a

eommiffion to Governor Treat empowering him to com

mand the militia of the colony. He declared, that hie

excellency inſisted, that they ſhould acknowledge it an

eſſential right inherent in his majesty to command the

militia ; and that he was determined not to ſet his ſoot

out of the colony until he had ſeen his majesty's commiſ.

ſion obeyed : That he would iſſue his proclamation, ſhow

ing the means he had taken to give eaſe and ſatisfaction

 

* Governe' Flctch'r'aletter on file;
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Boox I. to his majesty's ſubjects of Connecticut, and that he

wwould distinguiſh the diſloyal from the rest.1

1693. THE aſſembly, nevertheleſs, would not give up the

The Iſ- command oſ the militia ; nor would Governor Treat re

w ceive a commiſlion from Colonel Fletcher.

ſigningthe THE trainbands of Hartford aſſembled, and as the tra

mmm, dition is, while Captain Wadſworth, the ſenior officer,

Militia of was walking in the front of the companies, and exerciſ

"Tl'tflffld ing the ſoldiers, Colonel Fletcher ordered his commiſſion

gſiiſſtgm' and instructions to be read. Captain Wadſworth in

conductof stantly commanded, U Beat the drums 5" and there was

CIPtaia ſuch a roaring of them that nothing elſe could be heard.

Wadſ' Colonel Fletcher commanded ſilence. But no ſooner had

north' Bayard made an attempt to read again, than Wadſworth

commands, U Drum, drum,l ſay." The drummers un

- derstood their buſineſs, and instantly beat up with all the

art and life of which they were masters. V Silence, ſi

lence," ſays the colonel. No ſooner was there a pauſe,

than Wadſworth ſpeaks with great earnestneſs, U Drum,

drum, I ſay a" and turning to his cxcellency, ſaid, U If

I am interrupted again I will make the ſun ſhine through

you inamoment." He ſpoke with ſuch energy in his

voice and meaning in his cot ntenance, that no further

attempts were made to read or enlist men. Such num

bers of peoplecollected together, and their ſpirits appear

ed ſo high, that the governor and his ſuitjudged it expe.

dient, ſoon to leave the town and return to New-York.

THE aſſembly granted £ 500, to ſupport Major Gen

eral Winthrop in his agency at the court of Great-Brit

am.

Aſſembly On the 7th oſ February 1694, a ſpecial aſſembly was

Fel), 7, called, in conſequence of a letter from King William

1694. relative to the ſortiſying of Albany. In compliance with

his majesty's requiſition, the aſſembly granted £6oo, to

be paid into the hands of Colonel Fletcher for the defence

of Albany. A rate of one penny on the pound was levied

to raiſe the moneyfl"

Fon the defence of the plantations in New-York, and

the towns upon the river, in the county of Hampſhire,

the aſſembly ordered, that the commiſlioned officers, who

were the nearest to the places, which ſhould, at any time,

be attacked, ſhould diſpatch immediate ſuccours to them.

Proviſion was alſo made that the ſeveral detachments of

 
i + Colonel Bayard's letter on ſile. .

* The ratable pullsin the colony were, at this time, about

a,347,and the grand list£ 137,646.
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ſſ4r's

the militia ſhould be furniſhed with all articles neceſſary Boox I.

for their marching, in any emergeney upon the ſhorteſt WV

notice. 1694.

MAJOR General Winthrop made a ſafe arrival in Eng- s

land, and preſented the petition, with which he had been of the

entrusted, to his majesty. A statement of the caſe of caſe of

t

Connecticut was drawn and laid before the king. In Connectl'

this, beſides the facts stated in the instructions of Mr. gzggg

Winthrop, it was alledged,that in the charter,granted by the com.

King Charles, the command of the militia was, in the mandot'

most expreſs and ample manner, given to the colony -, il" ma"

and that the governor had always commanded it for the m'

common ſafety : That in the charter there was a clauſe

for the most beneficial construction of it for the corpo

ration 3 and another of Non obstante to all statutes re

pugnant to ſaid grant. It was stated, that whoever com

manded the perſons in a colony would alſo command

their purſe, and be the governor of that colony : That

there was ſuch a connection between the civil authority

and the command of the militia, that one could not ſub

ſist without the other : That it was deſigned to govern

the colonies, in America, as nearly as might be, in con

ſormity to the laws of England. And that the king and

his licutenants could not draw out all the militia of'

county; but a certain part only, in proportion to itsv

numbers and wealth. It was therefore pleaded, that

Governor Fletcher's commiffion ought to be construed

with the ſame restriction : That were not the

command of the king and his lieutenants restricted, by

acts of parliament, the ſubjects could not be free *, and

that for the ſame reaſon, Governor Fletcher's command

ought to be reſtrained, by the laws of Connecticut, ſo far

as they were not repugnant to the laws of England. It

was further stated, that it was impoſſible for Governor

Fletcher ſo well to judge oſ the diſpoſitions and abilities

of each town and diviſion in Connecticut, or be ſo much

master of the affections of the people, in time of need, as

thoſe who dwelt among them and had been choſen to

command them ; and therefore he could not be ſo well

qualified for the local and ordinary command of the mi

litia ; nor ſerve the interests of his majesty, or the colo

ny, in that reſpect, ſo ſatisfactorily and effectually as its

own officersf

Hls majesty-'3 attorncy and ſolicitor general, gave their

'il

'l- Statcmcnt on file.
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Boox I. opinion in favor of Connecticut's commanding the mili

W tia; and on the 19th of April 1694, his majesty in coun

'694' cil determined according to the report which they had

made: The quota of Connccticut, during the war, was

fixed at one hundred and twenty men, to be at the com

mand of Governor Fletcher, and the rest of the militia to

be commanded, as had been uſual, by the governor of

Count-&icut.

Agent. UPON the ſolicitations oſ Governor Fletcher and Sit

ſcnttO_ William Phips, agents, and a number of troops, were

'LeaÞw'th ſent to attend a treaty with the Five nations. The el

ſiafiioſiv; penſe of it to the colony was about £400.

Commit- A comam-ren was appointed again, in the May ſeſ

tcc t_o run lion, to run the partition line between Connecticut and

aim" Maſſachuſetts. Maſſachuſetts were invited to join with

CUKZYL them, but as the court refuſed, the committee of Con

cut and necticut, by the direction of the aſſembly, ran the line

Maſſachw without them. ln October 1695, the general aſſembly

&wi. a renewed their application to the general court of Maſſa

'igstſſzdn chuſetts, intreating them to unite amicably in running

general the boundary line, or to agree to it, as it had been run by

court of Connecticut. They acquainted them how it ran, what

rtlſſag'gt' encroachments they had made upon the colony, and how

'Jawſ they injured it, by declining a mutual and friendly ſet

tlement of the line. However they inſisted upon the old

line, run by Woodward and Saffery, and would take no

meaſures to accommodate the difference.

A-r the court of election, May 1696, Eleazar Kimber

"95" ly was choſen ſecretary. Upon the requiſition of Gov

ernor Fletcher, a company of ſixty men were ordered to

Albany,under the command of Captain William Whi

ting. Forty dragoons were alſo ſorwarded to the county

of Hampſhirc, for the ſecurity of the inhabitants in that

part oſ Maffachuſetts.

Anour this time, the town of Danbury was incorpo

mtedi The whole number of families was twenty four.

ctum AT the general court, May 1697, Colonel Hutchin

court ſon and Captain Byfield were ſent from Boston, to ſoli

M'y '3. eit the raiſing of ſuch a number oſ troops as ſhould ena

'697' ble the Maſſachuſetrs to attack the eastern enemy, at their

head quarters. The legiflature judged themſelves una

ble to furniſh ſuch a number, as would be neceſſary for

that purpoſe, in addition to the troops they must raiſe

for the defence of their own frontiers, oſ New-York, and

'w

I Appendix No. XXIV.
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the county of Hampſhire. The court agreed to furniſh BOOK I.

a party of about ſixty Engliſhmen and forty Indians, to W_

range the woods, near the walk of the enemy, and to de-'- 1093

fend the frontiers of the county of Hampſhire. 'e

AT a general aſſembly, January azd, 1698, an alter- January

ation was made in the constitution of the county court. 7-de 1593

It was enacted, that it ſhould conſist of one chief judge

and four justices of the quorum, in each county, appoint

ed by the aſſembly.

MAJOR GENERAL Fitz John Winthrop, having re- Major

turned from his ſucceſsful agency, at the court of Great- Gc.""al

Britain, was received with greatjoy, by the legiſlature and writer', on

the people in general. The aſſembly preſented him with his m'um,

their thanks, for the good ſervices he had rendered to the receives ,

government; and asa further testimonial of the high thſ: gilt-in!"

ſſ ſenſe which they entertained of his merit, fidelity, and omlatu:

labors for the public, they voted him a gratuity of three g '

hundred pounds.

ON the 18th of Juno 1697, Richard, Earl of Bello- Emof

mont, received his commiſlion to be governor of New. Bellomonl

York and Maſſachuſetts 5 and was, at this time, every aPPMM'

day expected at New-York. The general court of Con- Sinfloſi

necticut were deſirous of honoring his majesty, by an Maz zchu.

exhibition of all proper reſpect and complaiſance to his ſette and

governor ; and, at the ſame time, they wiſhed to con- New'

ciliate the good graces of ſo important a character. They oſh'

therefore appointed General WinthrOp, Major Jonathan

Sillick, and the Reverenl Gurdon Saltonstall, upon the

first notice of his arrival at New-York, to wait upon him,

and, in the name of the general aſſembly of Conncctieut,

to congratulate his excellency, upon his ſafe arrival at the

ſeat of government. The earl arrived at New-York, the Congrltm

zd of April 1698. The committee, appointed to wait [and by

on him, were gentlemen of a good appearance and ele- Conncffi

gant manners; and they preſented their congratulations cur'

with ſuch dignity and addreſs, as not only did honor to

themſelves and the colony, but highly pleaſed his excel- q

lency. Mr. Saltonstall, was particularly noticed, by the

earl, as appearing the most like a nobleman of any perſon

he had ever ſeen before in America.

Norwx-rnsrmnmc the determination of Lieutenant

governor Cranfield and his majesty's commiſſioners, and

the report to his majesty concerning the right of Con

necticut to the Narraganſet country, the controverſy be

tween Conneþticut and Rhocze-Ifland still continued. It

F f
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Boox I.

w report of his commiſſioners.

1698.

Commit

tee

was not the king's pleaſure to confirm the judgment and

The Rhode-lſlanders,

though they had violated every article of the agreement

'between Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Clarlt, yet were ready

to plead it against Connecticut, whenever it would ſuit

their turn. A letter from the Lords of trade and planta

tions was laid before the aſſembly, adviſing Connecticut

to a ſettlement of boundaries with that colony. Upon

this recommendation, the general court appointed Major

James Fitch, Captain Daniel Witherel, and the Reverend

appom'ed James Noyes, Commiffioners to treat with Rhode-lfland,

to ſettle

bounda

ries.

Peace.

Expenſe

and 'exa

tions of

the M'Z.

and, by all means in their power, to attempt an amicable

ſettlement.

THE peace of Riſwick, September 1 ith, 1697, once
more delivered ctGreat-Britain and her colonies from the

calamities of war. The Americans rejoiced at the re

turn of peace. Connecticut had been happy in the pre

ſervation of her frontiers, in the loſs of few men, and in

the effectual aid which ſhe had given to her ſister colonie'.

Nevertheleſs the war had been very expenſive and exceed

ingly vexatious. The whole amount of taxes, during the

.war, was about twenty pence on the pound. By the

cloſe of the year 1695, the colony had expended £7,ooo

in the defence of Albany and the frontiers of the county

of Hampſhire in Maſſachuſetts ; excluſive of the expedi

tion against Canada, under Major General Winthrop.

This cost the colony more than £3,ooo. The expenſe

of the troops, ſent to the eastward, to the defence of that

part of New-England, is alſo excluded. It is probable

that the remaining years of the war cost about 2,ooo.

Thewhole expence of the war probably conſidera ly ex

ceeded £1 2,ooo.+

THE expenſe of Mr. Winthrop's agency, and the trou

ble reſpecting the militia were very conſiderable.

Govrzrmon Flctcher made the colony much unneceſ

ſary trouble and cxpenſe. U on almost every rumor
of danger, he would ſend onlhis expreſſes to Connecti

cut 3 and the governor and council, and ſometimes the

aſſembly, were obliged to meet, and (liſpatch troops to

one place and another. Often, by the time they had

* marched, orders would come to recal them. By the time

they were returned, ſome new and groundleſs alarm

 

+ The accounts, to the cloſe ofthe year ninety five, arc par

ZFulZrly stated. After that time, they do not appear to be aſcer

me .
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Would be made, and preſſing orders ſent on for them

forthwith to march again. In this manner, he almost

wore out the governor and council with meetings, and

beyond meaſure haraſſed the militia, and occaſioned great
trouble and expenſe of time and money both to the ſol-l

diers and officers. The whole colony was ſo troubled

with his vexatious management, that the governor wrote

to Mr. Winthrop, while he was in England, deſiring him

to repreſent his conduct to his majesty, and pray for ro

lief.

BUT the clouds were now diſſipated. The ſucceſsful

agcncy of General Winthrop, his ſafe return to the arm'

of his country, the bleſſings of peace, and the appoint

ment and arrival of the Earl of Bellomont to the govern

ment of the neighbouring Provinces, united their influ

ence to diffuſe univerſal joy. The legiflature appointed

a day of public thankſgiving, and the people,.with glad

hearts and voices, celebrated the beneficence and. gloriu

of their Cannon BENEFACTOR.

CHAPTER XVII.

GLNERAL WlNTHROP i: elected governor. The aſſembly

divide andform into two hauſu- Purr/mſe and ſettlement

ofſeveral towm. The boundary line bet-wren Conne/Bind

and New-Torbſurveyed andfixed. Attemþtrfor running

and (stablzſhing the line between Maffitcbuſettr and Can

mcticut. O-waneco and the Mobeagam claim Calc/zgster

and other tract' in [be colony. Attempt: to compoſe all

difference: will: them. Grant to the volume-err. The aſ

ſembly mactt, that theſeffion, in Octabtr, ſhall,fir the fu

ture, be in New-Haven. An act mlarging the bon/'da

rin nge-w-London, and act: relative ta town: and pat

cntr. Mtqſurer adopttdfor the definte cfftbe colony. Ap

painlmmt of king': attormyr. Attempt: to dgfloail Can

mcticut ty" it: c/Jarttr. Bill fir re-uniting the charter

government: to 'lie tra-um. Sir Henry Aſhurfl petition:

against and pra-vent: the prſſng qf the bill. Governe'

Dudley, Lard Cor-bury, and other enemieſ con/Pin agai'ſſ

'be colony. They cxbibit grievqur complaint: agai'ffl it.

Sir Henry Aſhurst defend: the colony and defeat: t/m'r at

tempt-r. 2140er petition. Molngan caſe. Surwy and

bound' qſtbepflttnded Mobmgan country. Dudleſ: court

't Stoningtan. The colony praty/I against it. Dudlzy':

Boox 1.:

VVV

1693.
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BOOK I. treatment aft/Je colony. Judgment again/I it. Petitr'afl

w to be' majgsty an the ſuj'ct. New commiffion: are

1693_ \ granted. Act infa-usr of 'be clergy. State qf 'be colony.

Court of T the election, in 1698, there was a conſiderable

election alteration in the legillature. Major General Fitz

may laſh: John Winthrop, by his addreſs and the ſucceſs oſ his

HPB' agency in England, had rendered himſelf ſo popular, that

he was elected governor. The former governor, Treat,

who had, for many years, preſided, and who had grown

old in the ſervice of the colony, was elected deputy gov

ernor; Wihiam Jones, Eſquire, who, for a number of

years, had been deputy governor, was leſt out of the

council." Mr. Joſeph Curtis was choſen magistrate to

ſill the vacancy made by the preferment of General Win

t top.

UNTXL the ſeffion in October r698, the aſſembly con-_

Oct- 'slha ſistedof but one houſe, and the magistrates and deputies

ZHZZBZF appear to have acted together. But, at this time, it was

ad, two enacted, that the General Aſſembly ſhould conſist of two

ouſc'. houſes: That the governor, or, in his abſence, the depu

ty governor and magistrates ſhould compoſe the first,

which ſhould be called the upper houſe :_ That the other

ſhould conſist of the deputies, regularly returned from

the ſeveral towns in the colony, which ſhould be called

the lower houſe. This houſe was authorized to chooſe

a ſpeaker to preſide, and when formed, to make ſuch of

ficers and rules as they ſhould judge neceſſary for their

own regulation. It was alſo enacted, that no act ſhould

be paſſed into a law of this colony, nor any law, already

* Dun-r! Governor Jones was ſon in law to Governor Baton'.

He brought over a good estate, from England, and made a ſettle

ment at New Haven. He was, for the term of about ſix and

thirty years, e'ther magistrate or deputy governor of the colony

oſ New-Haven or Connecti'cut. ln 1662, he was choſen magiſ

[rate for the colony of New-Haven. Two years after, he was

elected deputy governor. K Upon the union, in 1665, he was cho

ſen one oſ the magistrates of Connecticut, in which office be ſer

Yedunt'ljulyoth. r69r, when the aſſembly elected him deputy gov

ernor. 'n May '66a,hewaschoſentothe ſame officebythe frtemen.

He was annually re-choſen until May rath, '698. A' that peri

gd I? 'S'FBKOSN 74 Years Oſ age, and retired from public buſineſs.

He 'e ſ _ 0 'r "lhn 1706, aged 82 years. The general aſſem

-Y T;" "WJS a' New-Haven, at the time of his deceaſe and vo

led, That ln conſideration of th ' ,

4, 'undone hym" do e many good ſervices, for many

" iam jones then deceaſdgnadſand rehgmm ger!" 1: man, Mh Win

? my tow-[ds deſ" __ . um ſhould be pa'd out of thetreaſ

. - 'ws the charge' of his funeral',
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enacted, be repealed, nor any other act, proper to this Boox I.

general aſſembly, be paſſed except by the conſent of both WV

houſes. 1698.

AT the general court, in October, an act paſſed, reg

ulating the county court. It ordained, that it ſhould

conſist of one chieſjudge and two justices of the quorum.

IN 1699, the governor and deputy governor were re- May rrtk,

elected. Richard Christophers was choſen into the ma- 1699.

gistracy, and Captain Joſeph Whiting, treaſurer.

A'r this ſeſſion, the lower houſe, for the first time, for

med ſeparately, and choſe Mr. John Chester ſpeaker and

Captain William Whiting, clerk. This aſſembly paſſed

an act exempting the clergy from taxation. Several acts

were alſo paſſed relative to the ſettlement of new town

ſhips. _

IN Junc r659, Governor Winthrop obtained liberty of Purch'ſe

the aſſembly: to purchaſe a large tract at Winibaug. and let?"

Soon after e made a purchaſe of Allups, alias Hyemps Ffilzfizld

and Maſhauſhawit, the native proprietors, oſ the lands '

compriſed in the townſhips of Plainſield and Canterbury,

lying on both ſides oſ Winibaug river. There were 'a

ſmall number oſ families, on the lands, at the time of the

purchaſe; but the planters were ſew until the year 1689,

when a number oſ people, chiefly from Maſſachuſetts,

made a purchaſe of the heirs of Governor Winthrop, and

' began ſettlements in the northern part of the tract. At

their ſeſſion, in May 1699, the general aſſembly vested

the inhabitants with tovm privileges. The next year, it

was named Plainfield.

THE legiſlature, in the October ſeffion, 1698, enact- Grant and

ed, that a new plantation ſhould be made at Jeremy's ſfflchm

farm. lt was determined, that it ſhould be bounded fist:

ſoutherly on Lyme, westerly on Middletown, and eaſter- '

ly on Norwich and Lebanon. This was most commonly

termed the plantation at twenty mile river. The ſettle

ment began about 1701. In 1703, the aſſembly gave

them a patent confirming to them the whole tract. Some

of the principal planters were the Reverend John Bulkley,

Samuel Gilbert, Michael Tainter, Samuel Northam, John

Adams, Joſeph Pomeroy, and John Loomis.
A'r the ſame ſeſiion, a plantation waſis granted, upon Coginz

the petition of the inhabitants of Guilford, at a place cal- g'aug'

led Cogingchaug. It was bounded northerly on Middle- WZHZJL

town, easterly on Haddam, westerly on Wallingſord, 'nd ſealed,

ſoutherly on Guilford. The petitioners were thirty one,

but few of them moved on to the lands. For this reaſon,
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BOOK I. the ſettlement went on very ſlowly. The two first plan.

LW ters were Caleb Seward and David Robinſon,from Guil

1599. ſord. Some others afterward removed from the ſame

town and made ſettlements there. May 1 rth, 1704, it

was named Durham. But the whole number oſ inhab

itants was very ſmall. In 1707, the number of families

was no more than fifteen. The inhabitants held meet

ings and acted as a town,but were not incorporated with

town privileges until May 1708. After this time, the

plantation increaſed rapidly. There was a great acceſſ

ion of inhabitants from Northampton, Stratford, Milford

and other towns.

COMMITTEES were again appointed, at the ſeſſion in

October, to attempt a ſettlement of the boundaries be

tween Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut, and between this

colony and Rhode-lfland. However, like all former

ones, they were unſucceſsful.

xzng WgL MARCH 28th, t7oo, his majesty, King XVilliam, in

liam estab- council, was pleaſed to confirm the agreement made be

lffllet 'he tween Connecticut and New-York, in 1683, reſpecting

X'EZZMM the boundary line between the two colonies. New-York

1 3' neglected, however, to run the line. Connecticut, there

fore, about twelve years after, applied to Governor Hun

tcr to appoint commiſſioners to complete the running of

the line, and mark it with proper bounds. He laid the

affair before the legiſlature of New-York. But as they

would adopt no meaſures for that purpoſe', and, as there

was no appearance that they deſigned it, Connecticut

preſented a petition to his majesty King George the first,

praying that he would iſſue his royal commands to his

government of New-York, that they ſhouldiforthwith ap

point commiſſioners, in conccrt with Conþnecticut, to

complet: the running of the line, and the erecting of

proper monuments. Itſ conſequence of this, the legiſlaa

ture of New-York, in t7t9, paſſed an act empowering

their gavernor to appoint commiſſioners, to run the line

parallel to Hudſon's river, to re-ſurvey the former line'

The [ing and to distinguiſh the boundary. In May 1725, the com

betwcen_ miſſioners and ſurveyors of the two colonies met at

Conmsl" Greenwich,and having agreed upon the manner in which

FIZJF the work ſhould be accompliſhed, the ſurvey was execu

York run ted, in part, immediately, and a report of what they had

and fixed. done was made to the reſpective legiſlatures of Connecti

cut and New-York. On the r4th of May 1731, a com

plete ſettlemcnt was made. By the partition line, ſina ly

_cstabliſhed, Connccticut ceded to New-'York a tract of
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60,ooo acres, as an equivalent for lands which New

Yorlt had ſurrendercd to ConnectiCut, lying upon the

ſound. This tract from its figure has been called the

Oblong.

IN 1700 the governor and council were all re-elcctcd.

MANY acts o violence, ſince the last ,ſeſiion of the aſ

ſembly, had been committed against the inhabitants of

Windſor and Symſbury, by the people of Enſicld and Suf

field. They had made encroachments, two miles, upon

the land of thoſe towns, beyond all former instances.

Great animoſities ſubſistcd between thoſe towns on the

account of the encroachments and damages, which the

inhabitants of Connecticut ſuffered by them.

To compoſe theſe difficulties, if poſſible, the aſſembly

appointed William Pitkin, Eſquire, Mr. John Chester,

and Mr. William Whiting a committee, with plenary

powers, to addreſs the general court of Maſſachuſetts,

and to repreſent to them the readineſs of the legiſlature

of Connecticut, tojoin with them, in any just meaſures,

for an amicable ſettlement of the boundary line. The

court oſ _Maſſachuſctts appointed Colonel Hutchinſon,

Mr. Taylor, Mr. Anthrum, and Mr. Prout a committee,

but with limited powers, to find the ſouthermost line of

Maſſachuſetts, run by Nathaniel Woodward and Solo

mon Saffery. The general court alſo, on the 5th of

June, paſſed an act in anſwer to the propoſal made by

Connecticut, in which they inſisted on the line run by

Woodward and Saffery. Theſe were termed ſkilful and

approved artists. The court alſo, in their act, inſisted,

that all grants, made by them to the inhabitants of

Woodstock, or of any other place, ſhould remain good

and valid to the grantces, though the places ſhould be

found ſouth of the line of Maſiachuſetts. To theſe hard

terms the committee conceded, upon the condition, that

all the grants made by' Connccticut to the inhabitants of

Windſor and Symſbury, ſhould be acknowledged as val

id, and the land granted be reſerved to the proprictors.

But the court of Maſſachuſctts would not concede even

this. No accommodation could therefore be effected.

THE general court of Maſſachuſetts determined to re

ly upon and maintain the line run by their ſailors, in

1642. They inſisted, that it had been the boundary be

tween the colonies, for nearly ſixty years : That the col

ony of Connecticut was bounded on the ſouth line of

Maſſachuſetts, which they ſaid was not an imaginary, but

Well known line. They pleaded, that Mr. Winthrop,

Boox I.

VW

1700.

Court of

election

May 1700.

Attempt'

to ſcttle

the line

between

Maſſachu

ſette and

Conncctl

cut.
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BOOK I. when he procured the charter, knew that to be the line,

VW and that no other could be intended.

1700. Connecrrcur, on the other hand, maintained, that

the ſouth line of Maſſachuſetts, according to' the eXpreſ'

words of their charter, was a line running due west from

a point, or station, three miles ſouth of every part of

Charles river; and that the station fixed by VVoodward

and Saffery was too far ſouth. It was alſo infisted, that,

even allowing Woodward's and Saffery's station to be

right, a due west line' from it would run far north of

Biſſell's ſerry houſe at Windſor. The committee, ap

pointed by the court of Maſſachuſetts, reported, that the

line would run north of Biſſell's houſe -, yet the court of

Maſſachuſetts would not run the line nor come to any

accommodation ; but inſisted on the line, as it had been

run by them, in 1642, and on Connecticut s ceding their

rights to all the lands which they had granted, whether

they lay north or ſouth of ſaid line.*

THOUGH Colchester held their lands from the colony,

which claimed by virtue of Uncas's deed in 1640, Major

Maſon's purchaſe, in behalf of the colony, and ſurrender

of the lands in the preſence of the general aſſembly, and
by ſſvirtue of Joſhua's will; and though the inhabitants

had deeds from Owaneco and the Moheagan ſachems,

covering the whole tract, yet they met with great diffi

culties, in the ſettlement of the town, from Owaneco

and the Moheagans, who were made uneaſy, and stirred

up to miſchief, by deſigning men. The Maſons, Daniel

. Clark, Nicholas Hallam, Major Palms, Major Fitch and

others, about this time, conceived the plan of obtaining a

large tract of land, compriſing Colchester, part of Lyme

and New-London, Plainfield, Canterbury, and Wind.

ham, for themſelves. They imagined, that the ſurrender

of Major Maſon, in the general aſſembly, was not legal,

and that the circumstances of th'oſe early tranſaction'

were ſo far obliterated from the memory of the living,

that they ſhould be able to recover, in law, all the lands

made over, by Uncas, to Major Maſon, acting as agent

of the colony in 1659.

THE legiflatnre, though they viewed their title to the

lands in the colony legal and indubitable, yet judged it

expedient, rather than to have any difficulty with the

Indians, to treat with them, and make them eaſy.

 

'* Records of Connecticut, acts and letters on file.
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THE governor and council were appointed a commit- BOOK I.

tee for theſe purpoſes. They were instructed to obtain L/V'V

a quit claim of the Indians upon reaſonable terms, and to 1700. '

adviſe the inhabitants, with reſpect to their ſettlements.

Captain Samuel Maſon, who was one of the magiſtrates,
v'ctras particularly deſired to uſe his influence with the In;

dians to promote the deſign and quiet the planters.

FROM the first ſettlement of the colony it had been

customary to make grants of land to officers, ſoldiers and \

others, who had been ſpecially ſerviceable to the colonyt

Grants had been made to Major Maſon, to his officers

and ſoldiers in the Pequot war. This encouraged the

volunteers, who had performed ſuch ſignal feats in the

Narraganſet war, to make application to the aſſembly, for

the grant of a new townſhip, as an acknowledgement of

their good ſervices. Upon the petition of CaptainThomas

Leſfingwell, of Noiwich, and Mr. John Frink, of Ston- Grant Of

ington, in behalf of themſelves and other volunteers, the La?"

general aſſembly, in October 1696, granted them a town- '

ſhip of ſix miles ſquare, to be taken up in the conquered Oct. roth,

lands. A committee having ſurveyed the lands and made 1700

their report to the aſſembly, four years after, a townſhip

was'confirmed to the petitioners, by the name of Volun

town. It was bounded by a due north line, from the pond

at the head of Pawcatuck river, to Greenwich path,

thence west to the bounds of Preston, thence bounded by

Preston and Stonington to Pawcatuck river, and thence

by the river to the pond, the first mentioned bounds.

Nineteen years after, the aſſembly granted an addition of

a conſiderable tract on the north part of the townſhip.

IN 1701, Governor Winthrop and Deputy Governor Court of

'Treat were re-choſen. The magistrates were Andrew election

Leet, James Fitch, Samuel Maſon, Daniel Witherel, Na- MaY Sm

thaniel Stanley, Moſes Mansfield, John Hamlin, Nathan "on

Gould, William Pitkin, Joſeph Curtis, John Chester, and

Joſiah Roſiter, Eſquires. Joſeph Whiting, Eſquire, was

rc-elected treaſurer, and Eleazar Kimberly, ſecretary.

EVER ſince the union of the colonies, the aſſembly had

convened at Hartford, both in May and October; but,

at this ſeſiion, an act paſſed, that the aſſembly, in Octo

ber, ſhould'be holden, at the uſual time, in New-Haven.

It was alſo enacted, that the court of magistrates, which

had been commonly holden at Hartford, in October,

ſhould, for the future, be holden at New-Haven, on the

first Tueſday of the ſame month. A reſpcctable commit

Gss
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Boox I. tee was appointed again, this year, to make a ſettlement

VW of the boundary line with Rhode-lſland, and committee'

1701. were appointed, from year to year, for the ſame purpoſe,

but all attempts, for a long time, were unſucceſsful.

May Hth- THE election in 1 702, made no alteration in the legiila

'701' ture.

Mangficld THz inhabitants of Windham having agreed upon:

made a diviſion of that town, on the 3oth of January 1700, the

town' aſſembly, at this ſeſſion, confirmed the agreement, and

enacted that Windham ſhould be divided into two towns,

and that the town at the north end, ſhould be called

Mansfield. The next May, the aſſembly vested them

with distinct town privileges. Parents were granted, at

the ſame time, to both townſhips. The Indian name of

Mansfield was Nawbeſetuck. Settlements were made

here ſoon after they commenced at Windham.

Danbury DANBURY had been ſurveyed for a town in 1693, ſoon

as; a after a plantation was made upon the lands. Some of

ſi the principal planters were James Beebe, Thomas Tay

lot, Samuel and James Benedict, John Hoit, and Joſiah

Starr. The general court, at this ſeſiion, gave them a

patent, granting them a townſhip extending eight mile'

in length, north and ſouth, and fix miles in breadth, ac

cording to 'the original ſurvey. '

oct- sſh- IN October, the general aſſembly was holden at New

Haven.

THE colony having received intelligence of the demiſe

ofKing William, and a gracious letter from Ween Anne,

voted, that a letter ſhould be addreſſed to her majesty,

congratulating her upon her happy acceſfion to the throne

of her ancestors, and expreſſmg their thanks for the fa

vorable notice ſhe had taken of the colony. *

meam, THE only alteration made, by the election, in May

May 13tb, '703, was the choice of Peter Burr, Eſqnire, into the ma-'

1703- gistracy.

AT this aſſembly, an addition was made to the town

of New-London of all that tract, lying north of the ſor

mer bounds, included in a line drawn from the northeast

ern corner of Lyme, to the ſouthwcstcrn corner of Nor.

wich, as it goes down to trading cove. A parent was, at

the ſame time, given to the inhabitants, confirming thi'

and all other parts of the town to them forever.

Act "313- A'r the ſame ſeflion, it was enacted, that all the town

tive to the ſhips in this colony, to which the aſſembly had given pa

patented tents, ſhould remain a full and clear estate, with all the

owne' PrlVflcgcs and immunities therein granted, in fee ſimple
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to the proprietors, their heirs and aſſigns for ever" It was BOOK I.

alſo enacted, that all lands ſequestered,and given to pub- L/W

lic or private uſes, ſhould remain forever, for the ends 1703.

for which they had been given.

-An-:EN ANNE, the emperor of Germany, and the States

General, in May 1702, declared war against France and

Spain. Conſequently the American colonies were again

involved in a French and Indian war. The legifiature,

in the ſeſlion in October, found it neceſſary to adopt meaſ

ures for the ſafety of the country. A requiſition was

made, by Governor Dudley, and the general court of

Maſſachuſetts, of a detachment of a hundred men, to aſſist:

them in the war against the eastern Indians. Soldiers

Were detached and ſent forth for the defence of the west

ern towns in Connecticut. A committee of war was ap

pointed to ſend troops into the county of Hampſhire, in

Maſſachuſetts, and to the frontier towns in this colony,

as emergencies ſhould require.

AT this aſſembly, it was enacted, that the town of

Plainſield ſhould be divided, and that the inhabitants on

the west ſide of the river ſhould be a distinct town, by the

name of Canterbury. It ſeems, that the ſettlement of cantcsbu'

this tract commenced about the year 1690. The princi- BLTRF

pal ſettlers, from Connecticut, were Major James Fitch

and Mr. Solomon Tracy, from Norwich, Mr. Tixhall Elſ

WOrth and Mr. Samuel Aſhley, from Hartford 5 but much

the greatest number was from Newtown, Woborn, Dor

chester, Barnstable,and Medfield, in Maffachuſetts. A

mong theſe were John, Richard, and Joſeph Woodward,

William, Obadiah, and Joſeph Johnſon, Joſiah and Sam

uel Cleaveland, Eliſha Pain, Paul Davenport, and Henry

Adams. -

ON the 15th of Marclr r7o4, a ſpecial aſſembly was SÞCCM

convened to provide for the common ſafety. To prevent ffjflglſ

miſchief from the friendly Indians, and preſerve them "ſhun"

from being corrupted and drawn away by the enemy, bot

the civil and military officers, in the reſpective towns,

were directed to take ſpecial care of them; to keep them Order.

within their own limits, and not to ſuffer them, upon for the

their peril, to remove from the places which ſhould be common

aſſigned them, nor to hold any correſpondence with the ſafety'

enemy or any foreign Indians, nor by any means to har

bour them. A premium of ten pounds was propoſed, as

an encouragement to every friendly Indian, who ſhould

bring in and deliver up one who was an enemy.

Oct- [4th]

1703. ,
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ORDERS were given, requiring every particular town,

in the colony, to convene and determine upon the man

ner of fortifying and defending themſelves. In caſe of

any ſudden attack or invaſion, the commiſiioned officers,

in the ſeveral towns, were authorized to detach and ſend

forth any number of ſoldiers, not exceeding halfthe mili

tia, to repel and purſue the enemy. It was reſolved, that

a grand ſcout ſhould be employed by the committee of

War, upon the fronticrs, for the diſcovery and annoyance

of the enemy. Until this could be ſent forth, it was de

termined, that ſmall ſcouts,from the frontier towns, ſhould

be constantly kept out, to diſcover and give notice of the

motions of the enemy. It was ordered, that the hun

dred men, ſolicitedby the Maſſachuſetts, ſhould be raiſed
ferthwith, to act against the eastern Indians, andſſ that

Governor Dudley ſhould be requested to call them out

immediately. A detachment of ſixty men was ordered

for the public ſervice, principally with a view to the de-.

fcnce of the county of Hampſhire. Theſe were to be

under the command of the committee of war in Con

necticut and the commanding officer in that county.

AT the court of election, May 1704, the former gov

ernors and magistrates were re-choſen. John Allen, Eſ

quire, was choſen magistrate, to ſill the vacancymade by

the death of Moſes Mansſield, Eſquire.

COMMITTEES were appointed in the ſeveral counties

to meet together, to conſult and determine upon the best

meaſures for the general defence and ſafety.

As thedeſerting orgiving up of any place wouldencoure'

age the enemy, diſſerve her majesty's interests and. the

welfare of the colony, it was enacted, that if any perſon:

or families, in any of the frontier towns, ſhould deſert

their habitations or places of -reſidence, without leave

from the aſſembly, they ſhould forfeit their freehold of

lands and tenements in that place. lt was further en

acted, that if any male perſon, of the age of ſixteen years,

ſhould ſo remove from any frontier town, he ſhould pay

a fine of ten pounds, and that the fine ſhould be applied

to the defence of the town from which he had removed.

Goon policy required, that as great a number of the '

friendly Indians, as poſſible, ſhould be employed in the

public ſervice. Gentlemen were therefore appointed to

enlist them as volunteers. Good encouragements were

iven for this purpoſe. Indians were the best troops to

cout and range the woods, and in proportion as they Oſ
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fered themſelves, Engliſhmen, whoſe labors were much BOOK I.

more uſeful, were kept at home. - w

BESIDES therhundred men diſpatched to the eastward, 1704.

four hundred were raiſed for the defence of this colony

and of the county of Hampſhire. They were required

to be always ready. That they might be completely ready,

both in ſummer and winter, to march immediately, upon

any emergency, it was ordered, that they ſhould be fura

niſhed with ſnow ſhoes, that they might travel and run

upon the ſnow. A number of men in every town were

obliged to prepare themſelves in this mannen"

FOR the maintenance of good morals, the ſuppreſſwn Appoſht

of vicious and diſorderly practices, and the preſervation Bgnfnojþ

of the common peace, the aſſembly ordered, that a ſober targeyþ

religious man, be appointed, by the county court, in each

oſ the counties, to be an attorney for her majesty, to proſ

ecute all criminal offenders. _ _

THE colony, at this time, was in the most critical ſitu-- gſ'tlczlh

ation. It was not only in danger, and put to great ex- CSISZYF e

penſe, by reaſon of the war, to defend itſelf, but to still

greater,to defend the neighbouring colonies of Maſſachu

ſetts and New-York. It was continually haraſſed by

the demands oſ Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, governor of

Maſſachuſetts, and of Lord Cornbury, governor of New

York and the Jerſies, for men and money, as they pre

tended ſor the defence of their reſpective governments.

AT the ſame time the colony had a number of powcr- Arts oFit'

ful enemies, who by miſrepreſentation and every other encnjics

artiſice in their power were ſeeking to deprive them both gudgy &

of their lands and all their chartered rights and privileges. om my'

Governor Dudley, Lord Cornbury, and their instruments,

combined together to deſpoil the colony of its charter,

and ſubject it entirely to their government. It appears,

from the letters and acts on file, that Dudley wiſhed to

unite all New-England under his own government. At

the ſame time, it ſeems that he flattered Lord Cornbury,

that, iſ they could effect the re-union of all the charter

governments to the crown, he ſhould not only have the

government of the ſouthern colonies, but of Connecticut.

Dudley was a man of great intrigue and duplicity, well

'erſed in court affairs, and had powerful connections in

England. He had been connected with Sir Edmund

Androſs in the government of New-England, and was an

enemy to all the chattered rights of the colonics. While

 

_' Record' of the colony'
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he was ſoliciting the government of Maſſachuſetts, he

had a view to the government of all New-England. As

he had conceived this plan, as early as the latter part of

the reign oſ King William, he oppoſed whatever he ſuſ

pected would operate against it, and prevent the ſuſpen

lion of all government by charter. When he ſound,

therefore, that Sir Henry Aſhurst was appointed agent

for Connecticut, about the beginning of the preſent cen

tury, he oppoſed his undertaking the agency with all his

influence, becauſe he knew his friendſhip to the colonies,

and that he was a powerful man. He united all his in.

fluence with the court party, and the enemies to the lib

erties oſ the colonies, to vacate all the charters in Amer

ica. He ſo ſar ſucceeded, that, in the latter part of the

reign of King William, a bill was prepared for re-uniting

all the charter governments to the crown. Early in the

reign of Queen Anne, it was brought into parliament.

It imported, that the charters given to the ſeveral colonies

in New-England, to East and West New-Jerſey, Penn

ſylvania, Maryland, Carolina, the Bahama and Lucay

iflands, were prejudicial and repugnant to the trade of

the kingdom and the welfare of his majesty's ſubjects in

the other plantations, and _to his majesty's revenue ariſmg

from the customs. It alſo forther alledged, that irregu

larities, piracies, and unlawſul trade were countenanced

and encouraged by the authority in the chattered colo

nies. . It therefore enacted, " That all and ſingular,' the

U clauſes, matters, and things, contained in any charters,

'5 or letters patents, granted by the great ſeal of England,

'ſ by any of his royal predeceſſors, by his preſent majeſ

** ty, or the late Queen, to any of the ſaid plantations,

ſ' or to any perſons in them,ſhould be utterly void and of

U none effect. It further enacted, that all ſuch power,

U authority, privileges, and juriſdictions ſhould be and.

U were re-united, annexed to, and vested in his majesty,

U his heirs and ſucceſſors, in right of the crown of Eng

* land, to all intents and purpoſes, as though no ſuch

'5 charters or letters patent had been had or made!

Sm Henry Aſhurst, viewing the act as unjust, and ſub

verſive of the civil and religious rights of the colony, pre

ferred a petition to the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in

parliament aſſembled, repreſenting that ſaid bill would do

great injustice to the inhabitants oſ Connecticut : That it

would make void the charter granted to the colony by

 

* Copy of the bill on file.
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King Charles the ſecond : That the government was b

ſaid charter granted to them, and was ſo interwoven wit

their property, that it could not be taken away, without

expoſing them to the utmost confuſion, if not to utter ru

in: That the inhabitants had never been accuſed of male

administration, piratical or unlawful trade, and that their

caſe was different from his majesty's other plantations in

America.

his council, at the bar of the houſe, in their behalſ." In

conſequence of this, it was granted, May 3d, 1701, that

'the petitioner ſhould be heard against the bill.

Sm HENRY was a faithful man, had honorable connex

ions, and his influence at court was very conſiderable. He

raiſed all the oppoſition to the paffing of the bill in his

power. Repreſentations were made not only of the am

ple rights and privileges granted to Connecticut, by char

ter, but that they were granted for important conſidera- p

tions,and particular ſervices performed : That the inhabi

tants,at great expenſe and danger,had purchaſed,ſubdued,

and planted an extenſive country, had defended it against

the Dutch, French, and other enemies of the nation,had

enlarged his majesty's dominions, and increaſed com

merce: That the charter not only gave the inhabitants

powers of government, but ſecured the title of their lands

and tenements; and that, in theſe views, the paſſing of

the bill would be an act of great injustice, would be ruin

ous to the colony and prejudicial to the general interest.

It was infisted, that it would be still more arbitrary and

unjust, as the colony had not been even accuſed of male

administration, piratical or illegal practices, or ſo much

as heard on the ſubject. It was pleaded, that the colony

had ever been loyal and obedient, and if any irregularities,

or inadvertencies ſhould finally be found in the govern

ment, it would, on the first notice ofit, undoubtedly be

rcformed. At the ſame time, the taking away of ſo many

charters was, at once, calculated to destroy all confidence

in the crown, in royal patcnts and promiſes, to diſcour

age all further enterpriſe, in ſettling and defending the

country, to create univerſal diſcontent and diſaffection in

the colonies, and to produce effects much more prejudi

cial to the nation than any of thoſe, which were then mat

ter of complaint. It would alſo afford a precedent most

alarming to all the chartercd corporations in England.

Theſe various conſiderations operated ſo powerfully a

ffi
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Doox I. gainst the bill, that it could not be carried through the

WV houſes. .

1704- Govennon DUDLEY and Lord Cornbury however,

Enemies were not diſcouraged. They determined to make a more

Of the col- open and powerful oppoſition to the charter rights of

zrſzonu2; Connecticut. And they determined, as much had been

But made of this argument, that Connecticut had never been

accuſed of male-administration,piracy orany illegal trade,

to remOve it out of the way, by a direct impeachment of

TT v 'r the colony of high miſdemeanors. They were both pow

wſiigrſhi erſu] enemies. Governor Dudley was not only a man

of great intrigue, but had a party at court, who were men

of art and influence; Lord Cornbury was nearly related

to her majesty, Ween Anne, and had many noble con

nexions, whoſe weight, with her royal perſon and the

court, was not inconſiderable. Excluſive of theſe, the

colony had enemies among themſelves. Nicholas Hal

Iam, Major Palms, Captain Maſon, Daniel Clarlt, and

others, had either appealed to England against the colo- -

ny, or were ſcheming to poſſeſs themſelves of large tracts

of land, and for that purpoſe were encouraging the Mo

heagan controverſy. Hallam had appealed to England

against the colony and lost his caſe. The king in coun

cil had establiſhed the judgment given against him m the

courts of Connecticut. Major Palms, who had married

the daughter of John Winthrop, Eſquire, the first gov.

ernor of Connecticut, under the charter, had imagined

himſelf injured by the administrators on the governor's

estate, and had brought an action against them. Loſing

his caſe before the courts in this colony, he had appealed

to England. He Was particularly irritated against the

colony, and against his brother in law, Fitz John Win

um." throp, Eſquire, then governor oſ the colony. Theſe

theiſiuflu, malecontents all united their influence, by the groſſest

ent-e a- miſrepſeſcntations, and all other means in their power,

fiiznst the to injure the colony in its most eſſential interests.

on?" LORD Cornbury was poor, and not unwilling, by any

means, to get money. He had made a demand of four

hundred and fifty pounds, upon the colony, for the de

fence of New-York. Connecticut judged, that it was

not their duty to comply with his demand, as their expen

ſes already were as great as the colony was able tobear.

u DUD_I.EY and Cornbury, therefore, proceeded to draw

egpgncjes of complaint, against the colony. Dudley

e dſ? one Bulkley to write against the government.

W uP a large ſoho book, which he termed the
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DOOM or Mrsanras of Connccticut. In this, he not ori

ly exceedingly miſrepreſented and criminatcd the colony,

but expatiated on the advantages of a general governor

of New-England, and highly recommended the govern

ment of Sir Edmund Androſsfl"

AMONG other complaints, the principal articles partic

ularly charged were, ſummarily, theſe : That the govern

or did not obſerve the acts of trade and navigation,

but encouraged illegal commerce and piracy: That the

colony was a receptacle of pirates, encouraged and har

boured by the government: That the government har

boured and protected ſoldiers, ſeamen, ſervants, and.

malefactors, who made their eſcape from other parts, and

would not deliver them up when demanded. It was alſo

charged against the colony, that it harboure'd great num'

bers of oung men, from Maſſachuſetts and New-York,

where t ey were obliged to pay takes for the expenſes of

the war, and induced them to ſettle there, principally, bee

cauſe, it impoſed no tares for that purpoſe: That the

colony would not furniſh their quota for the fortification

of Albany and New-York, and the aſiistance of Maſſachu

ſetts Bay, against the French and Indians: And, that if

any of her majesty's ſubjects, of the other colonies, ſued

for debt, in any of the courts of the colony, no justice

could be done them, if the debt were against any of it'

inhabitants. It was alſo charged, that Connccticut, un

der the colour of their charter, made capital laws, tried

murders, robberies, and other crimes, and puniſhed with

death and baniſhment; and that their courts of judica

ture were arbitrary and unjust :That the legiflature would

not ſuffer the laws of England to be pleaded in their

courts, unleſs it were to ſerve a turn for themſelves : That

they had refuſed to grant appeals to her majesty in coun

cil, and had given great vexation to thoſe, who had de

manded them : That the government had refuſed to ſub

mit to her majesty, and to his royal highneſs's commiſz.

lion of vice-admiralty, and for commanding its mili

tia ; and had defeated the powers, which had been given

to the governors of her majesty's neighbouring colonies,

for that purpoſe. Finally, it was charged, that the legiſ

lature had made a law, that christians, who were not of

their communion, ſhould not meet to worſhip Gon, with

out licence from their aſſembly, which law extended even

 

_* Letter of Sir Henry Aſhurst. on file.
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Boort I. to the church of England, as well as to christians of other

denominations tolerated in England.

1704. Warm; Governor Dudley was thus attempting the

ruin of the colony, in the court of England, he kept up

the appearance of the most entire friendſhip towards it,

in this country ; and in a letter, of about the ſame date

with his complaints, thanked the legiflature for the great

ſupplies which they had given him and the colony.

Mohca an THE general aſſembly had appointed the most reſpect'

affnih 3 able committees,and taken great pains to. compromiſe aid

difficulties with Owaneco and the Moheagans; and tho'

they had made repeated purchaſer. and obtained ample

deeds of their lands, yet, rather than have any uneaſineſs

among the lndians, they offered Owaneco ſuch a ſum of

money, to make him eaſy, as was entirely ſatisfactory to

him; but Maſon and. the other malecontents, who wiſhed

to poſſeſs the lndian lands, would not ſuffer him to ac

cept it, and ſrustrated all attempts for an accommodation.

WHILE Maſon and other enemies were practiſmg,their

arts, in Connecticut, Hallam,'aſſisted by Dudley and his

party, with other malecontents, on both ſides of the wa

ter, was making grievous complaints, in England, of the

injufijce and cruelty of the colony towards Owaneco, in

driving him from his lands, and depriving the Moheagans

even of their planting grounds. It was pretended, that,

in the late grant and patent to the town of New-London,

the legiflature had conveyed away all his lands in that

quarter, whereas particular care was taken, both in the

grant and parent, to ſecure all the property and privileges

_ of the Moheagans. The aſſembly had taken the most

faithful and tender care of them, from the first ſettlement

of the colony to that time. According to their agree

ment with Major Maſon, then deputy governor of the

colony, when he reſigned the Moheagan land to the aſ

ſembly, they granted him a farm of five hundred acres,

and it was laid out to him ata place called, by the Indians',

Pomakuk. They had alſo reſerved a fine tract of land,

of between ſour and five thouſand actes, to the Mohea

gans to plant on, which was much more than ſufficient

for that purpoſe. But the repreſentations, which theſe

evil minded men were constantly making to Owaneco

and his peopie, at ſome times, made them uneaſy, and

ſome of them probably imagined, that they were really

injured. At the ſame time, the affair was ſo repreſented

in England, as made impreſſions on the minds of many

very unfavorable to the colony.
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IN this ſituation of affairs, Hallam, aſſisted by the male

contents in England and America, preferred a complaint

and petition to her majesty, ueen Anne, repreſenting,

that the ſachems of the Moheagan tribe of Indians were

the original and chief prOprietors of all the lands in the

colony : 'That they were a great people, and had received

and treated the first planters in a peaceable and friendly

manner : That, for an inconſiderable value, they had

granted their lands to them, reſerving to themſelves a

ſmall parcel only for planting ground 5 and that the gen

eral aſſembly of Connecticut had paſſed an act by which

they had taken that from them, which, until that time,

they had always enjoyed. For theſe reaſons, it was pray

ed, that her majesty would appoint eommiſiioners to ex

amine into all theſe matters, and into all the other inju

ries and violences which had been done to the Mohea

gans, and to determine reſpecting them according to e

urt . '
q HYER majesty, impoſed upon and deceived by theſe re

þreſcntations, and not waiting to give the colony an op

portunity to be heard, on the 19th of July 1704, granted

a commillion to Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, the great ene

my of the colony, Thomas Povey, Eſquire, lieutenant
vgovernor of Maſſachuſetts, Major Edward Palms, arid

others, to the number of twelve, authorizing them to

hear and determine the whole affair, reſerving liberty to

either to-appeal to her majesty in council.

AT the ſeſſion in May, a reſpectable committec was ap

pointed, with ample powers, to examine into all the com

'plaints oſ Owaneco and the Moheagan Indians, and to

report to the aſſembly in October. The committee ap

pointed time and place, and attempted to accompliſh the

buſineſs, for which they had been appointed ; but Cap"

tain Maſon, whom Owaneco had choſen for his guardian,

had art enough to frustratc the deſign. He made a jour

ney to Bofion, at the very time, and Owaneco would do

nothing without him. In the mean time, the commiſ

lion was granted by the Queen, and the colony were un'

happily drawn into a long and expenſive controverſy.

- THE Maſons claimed the lands purchaſed by their an

testor, Deputy Governor John Maſon,by virtue of a deed

given to him, by Uncas, in 1659, while he acted as agent

of the colony, and denied the legality of the ſurrender

which he made of them, in the general aſſembly, the nex't

year. They inſisted, that it reſpected nothing more than

the juriſdiction right, and that the title to the ſoil wan

Boox I.
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BOOK I. vested in their family, as guardians or overſeers oſ the In

dians. While they pretended great concern for the In.

3704' dians, their ſole object was to hold all thoſe lands, inclu-v

ded in ſaid deed, for themſelves and others, who had uni.

tedwiththcmin proſecution of the affair against thecolony.

SlR Henry Aſhurst,wiſhing to preſerve the important

privileges of the colony, had taken pains to post one the

hearing of the complaints against it, as far as po ihlc, that

the governor and company might have intelligence con,

Hearing cerning them, and ſend their anſwer; but, on the rath

of the of February 1705, the hearing came on, before her ma

CTW- 'esty in council. Governor Dudley and Lord Cornbury

Bafſi'gs a' had ſpared no pains to carry their point before her majeſ

conmcti. ty. Dudley had been careful to procure and laybefore

cut before her an opinion of the attorney general, m King William's

her majtſ- reign, U that he might ſend a governor to Connecticut."

'721705 - Further, to prepare the way for the deciſion which he

wiſhed, he procured another opinion of the attorney and

ſolicitor general, reſpecting the caſe of Connecticut, as it

then appeared, 'T that if it were as Governor Dudley had

fl repreſented, there was a defect in the government:

U That the colony was not able to defend itſelf, and in

'ſ imminent danger of being poſſeſſed by the queen's ene

N mies : And that, in ſuch caſe, the queen might ſend:

U governor, for civil and military government; but not

l U to alter the laws and customs." *

HER majesty had directed Sir Henry to appear and

ſhow reaſons, if any he had, why ſhe ſhould mpt appoint

a governor over the colony. He conſidered every thing

dear to it at stake, and therefore made exertions inn ſome

meaſure proportionate to the magnitude of the hauſe.

Lord Paget, a man of great influence, was his brother rby

marriage, and he was related to, or intimately connected
with other principal characters at court. _ He made alct

the interest, and obtained all the influence which he poſ.

liny could, either by himſelf or his connections, in favor

of the colony. He obtained two of the best council in

vEngland ; b'oth parliament men, and poſſeſſing an estate

of a thouſand pounds a year. He stood firm against all

the charges of Dudley, Lord Cornbury, Congrave, and

others, against the colony, and by his council, for an

hour and an half, defended it against all the art and in.

lngue of its adverſaries, and all the law learning, and

eloquence of the attomey and ſolicitor general."

  

 

* " Letter of Sir Henry A
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As Connecticut was entirely ignorant of the charges BOOK I.

brought against it, and no information or evidence couldw

be thence obtained, Sir Henry and his council were ne- '7052

cellitated to employ ſuch means as were in their power.They amplz stated the rights and privileges granted by no" at'th

the royal c artcr, the territory it conveyed, and the pow- colony.

ers with which it vested the governor and company.

They ſhowed, that theſe patents were confirmed by a

m" oþstantt, and always to be construed in the most fa

vorable light for the grantecs. It was demonstrated, that

the legiflature were vested with ample powers to make

laws, criminal, and capital, as well as civil; to inflict

baniſhment, death, and all other capital puniſhments, in

all capital caſes, no leſs than in others. It was alſo re

preſented, that the governors, or commanders in chief,

were, by charter, vested with plenary powers to aſſemble

in martial array, and put in warlike posture the inhabit

ants of the colony, for their defence, and to commiflion

others, for the like purpoſes. It was alſo clearly ſhown,

that, by charter, they had the ſame right to fiſh, trade,

and do all other buſineſs, and enjoy all other privileges,

by land and ſea, which any other oſ her majesty's ſub

jects had a right to do, or enjoy. It was therefore ur

ged, that all thoſe matters, charged against the colony,

teſpecting their making capital laWS and inflicting capital

puniſhments, whether death or baniſhment, were no

crimes ; but things which the legillature not only had a

tight, but were bound in faithfulneſs to do, as circum

stances might require. For the ſame reaſon it was alſo

inſisted, that the colony's claiming a right to command

their own militia, and deſeating the deſigns of the go'

ernors of the other colonies, who wiſhed to command it,

were no crimes. It was inſisted, that doing them was

no more than defending themſelves in the enjoyment of

their legal rights.

WITH reſpect to the irregularity and injustice of the

courts in Connecticut, it was obſerved, that general

charges deſerved no reply : That it did not appear, that

what was charged was any thing more than mere hearſay

and clamor. But it was pleaded, that, on the contrary,

the had ſubstantial evidence of the justice of the court'

an Ecnnecticut. That ſeveral appeals had been made,

to her majesty, from the judgment of thoſe courts : That

they had been different caſes, and in every instance, the

judgments given by the courts in Connecticut, had been

approved by her majesty and the lords committee of
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BOOK I. council. This it was ſaid, was a notable evidinee of

w their justice; and that, ſo far as appeared, there had.

1705. been no injustice or irregularity in any one conrt in th'

colony.

WrrH reſpect to Governor Dudley's complaint, that

Connecticut did not furniſh the men which he demand

ed, and that of Lord Cornbury, that it did not complz

with his demands for money, it was anſwered, that it di

not appear, from the charter, that the colony was obliged

to comply with thoſe requiſitions: That the govern-on

of other colonies had no right to command the legiſlature

and people oſ Connecticut : and that they were under no

obligations to obey them, any further than it ſhould be

required by her majesty. It was further obſerved, with

reſpect to the money, that it appeared from his lordſhip's

letter, that the general aſſembl of Connecticut had taken

the requiſition into their confirſeration, and had determin

ed to know her majesty's pleaſure before they gave away

their money. It was affirmed, that there was nothing

diſloyal in ſuch a determination : That the colony had a

right to grant, or not to granttheir money, as theyjudg

ed it expedient or not : _That they had a right to know

the purpoſe ſor which they granted it ; and that their re

ferring it to her majesty's pleaſure, was an implieation d'

their obedience to it, whenever it ſhould be known.

Wrrn reference to Connecticut's harbouring deſert

ers, malefuctors, pirates, and the like, it was obſerved,

that it was a eneral charge of little weight, and deſerved

no anſwer. t was affirmed to be a common thing, even

in England, for ſoldiers and others to go from one coun

try into another, and not to be found ; yet it might not

be any crime or fault in the country where they ſecreted

themſelves. As to Captain Matthews finding two ſol

diers at Stamford, and ſending for Major Silleck to ſe

cure them, it did not appear, that there was the least fault

in the major. It Was evident, from his lotdſhip's letter,

that he went to Stamford, that the ſoldiers were brought,

and that while the major and MattheWs were converſing

together, in a private room, they made their eſcape. It

was ſaid, it might be more the fault of Matthews than of

Silleck; for it did not appear that Matthews was kept

there-by any force or- constraint, but was examining into

the affair, or talking generally upon the ſubject.

WtTH relation to the complaint of Lord Cornbury in

his letter oſ June 1703, U that he labored under great

U misfortune', in relation to the neighbouring Provinces:



emaxvn. or CONNICTICUTi 43,

$ That the coast of Connecticut is oppoſite to two third' Boox L,

u of Long-iſland; by which means, they filled all thatw

" part of the iſland with European goods, cheaper than 1705.

" their merchants could, becauſe they paid duties, and -

U' thoſe of Connecticut paid none ; nor would they be

1.- ſubject to the acts of navigation; by which mean'

i,- there had been no trade between the city ofNew-Yorh

U and the east end of Long-llland, from whence the

(t greatest part of the whale oil came ; and that it was

'5 difficult to perſuade thoſe people that they belonged to

U that province," it was replied, that there appeared to

be no fault in Connecticut in this reſpect. It was main.

tained, that the inhabitants had a right to trade where

they pleaſed, if it were not repugnant to the laws of Eng

land. It alſo was pleaded, that there was no evidence.

that they had been guilty of any illegal trade or practices ;

and that they were a poor people and carried on little

binde.

IN a letter of the ſame date, with the former, his lord

ſhip had obſerved, " that he was ſatisfied this vast conti

fl nent, which might be made very uſeful to England, if

U right meaſures were taken, would never be ſo till all

(5 the propriety and charter governments were brou ht

a under the crown." To this it was replied, that 's

might, or it might not be the caſe : That the ſame, as

circumstances might be, might be ſaid of all the charters

in England. It was however inſifled, that the word'

ſounded harſh and had an ill reliſh.

IT was, however, much inſisted on, that the attorney

and ſolicitor general had reported, V That her majesty

might appoint a governor for Connecticut." To this,

the council for the colony anſwered, that the report was

hypothetical, founded on the ſuppoſition, that the colony

was not able to defend itſelf, and was in danger of falling

into the hands of her majesty's enemies ; but that there

Was no evidence of theſe ſacts. It did not appear, they

ſaid, that Connecticut was in a more defenceleſs state, or

in greater danger of becoming a prey to her majesty"

enemies, than any of the other colonies. It was pleado

ed, that the attorney and ſolicitor general had not report

ed that either of theſe was the caſe, and therefore their

Opinion could not be made a plea for ſending a governor

to Connecticut.

FURTHER, it was strenuouſly maintained, that it was

an eſſential right of every individual and corporation to

he heard before they were condemned z and that the
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BOOK I. governor and company of Connecticut ought to be heard

w upon the articles, exhibited against them, before any

1705.

Her ma

jesty's de

termina

tion reſ

judgment be formed reſpecting them. It was obſerved,

that governors, who, by enlarging their own territories,

might increaſe their honors and profits, were apt to com

plain: That they were under peculiar temptations, eſpe

cially at ſuch a distance, where it was ſo difficult to make

enquiry and obtain the truth : That there was more rea

ſon to ſuſpect the governors complaining, than the gov

ernor of Connecticut, who acted with a council and an

aſſembly. It was therefore affirmed, that there was every

reaſon, that the colony ſhould be heard in its own de

fence. If either the governor of New-England or New

York were impeached, and the ſame complaints made a

gainst them, ſaid the council, which they have brought

against C'onnecticut, her majesty would do nothing, with

reſpect to them, until they had been heard. It would

be contrary to all law and reaſon ; much more ſo, to-treat

a whole colony in this manner, in a caſe in which their

charter might be forfeited and their fortunes ruined. It

Was obſerved, that governors appointed during pleaſure

often committed barbarous acts to enrich themſelves;

and that they had nothing to loſe but their office ; where

as the colony ofConnecticut was of great ſubstance, and

had every thing to loſe: That even in ordinary caſes, in

which the property and character of one man only were

concerned, nothing was determined but upon ſufficient

evidence, given upon oath, and that it could never be rea

ſonable to condemn a colony upon mere ſuggestions:

That it might appear upon a full examination, that the

governor of Connecticut was much better qualified to

govern, than the governor of New-York or Maſſachu

ſetts. It was therefore pleaded, that the articles ofcom

plaint might be ſent to the governor and company of

Connecticut, and that they might have an opportunity to

anſwer for themſelves : That there could beno danger in

this ; and if an irregularities ſhould be ſound, in the

management o their government, they would most cer.

tainly reſorm and obey her majesty's commandsffi r

UPON this full hearing, it was determined, that the

lords of trade ſhould draw out the principal articles of

complaint, and ſend a copy of them to the governor of

Connecticut, and to the two principal. complainants,

 

* Caſe oſ Connecticnt stated and leadin sbefore her mal:Pcbruary rath, 1705, on file. i p 8 ny,
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Governor Dudley and Lord Combury, and that Connect- BOOK I,

icut ſhould ſend their anſwer with evidence reſpecting WV

the ſeveral articlcs, legally taken and ſealed with the pub- [705. '

lic ſeal of the colony. Governor Dudley and Lord Pecting _

Cornbury were alſo directed to tranſmit their evidence of Comþee;"

the articles charged publicly and legally taken. flux 725.:

Br this means Dudley, Cornbury, and their abettors '

were caughtin their own ſnare, their ſelfiſhneſs and du- gcuſfiſſgfl:

plicity were made to appear, in a strong point oflight, ok Dudley,

and their whole ſcheme at once totally ruincd. They and Com

were totally unable to ſupport the chargcs which they bUFY

had brought against the colony. At the ſame time, the

legiflature of Connecticut were able to produce the most

ſubſtantial evidence, that the very reverſe of w \at had

been pretended was truc. They had the last and this

year between five and ſix hundred men in actual ſervice. tain

Four hundred of this number had been employed, prin- Fh, mio.

cipally, in the defence of Maſſachuſetts and Ncw-York. ny.

The committee of war, conſisting of the governor, moſt

of the council, and other principal men in the colony,

had met with officers and commiſſioners from Maſſachu

ſetts, and most harmoniouſly united with them in opin

ion, and meaſures for the common defence. The legiſ

lature were not only able to prove theſe facts from the

records of the colony and from the reſolutions of the

committee of war, but, what was still more confounding

to Governor Dudley, to produce a letter of his, under

his own hand and ſignature, acknowledging their gene

rous and prompt allistancc in the war, and thanking them

for the aid which they had given him.1- They produced

ſubstantial evidence, that when they had ſcarcely two

_ thouſand pounds, in circulating medium, in the whole

colony, they had, in three years, expended more than

that ſum, in the defence of her majesty's provinccs of

Maſſachuſetts and New-York. They were able to evince,

that they had ſhewn the utmost loyalty and attachment

to the queen; been punctual in their obſervance of the

acts of trade and navigation ; had not been pirates them

ſelves, nor, at any time, harboured pirates, deſerters, ſer

vants, or criminals, among them.

WITH reſpect to appeals to her majesty, the legiſla

ture affirmed, they had not refuſed to admit them only

Facts reſa

  

+ They were able to produce letters of thanks, from the com

manding officere, ministers, and principal gentlemen in the coun

ty of Hampſhire, for the aſiiltance which they had given them.

Thoſcletter' are now on tilei _ _

I 1.
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. in caſes in which proper ſecurity or ſufficient bondſmen

In -the appeals oſ Major Palms,

been the only instances of which

complaint had been made, the court judged, that the

ſecurity offered was inſufficient. The men, who offered

themſelves to be bound, appeared to have little or no

property. As to the vexdtions complained of, theſe re

ſpccted the obtaining oſ copies of the judgments of the

courts in his eaſe. It ſeems he applied to the aſſembly

for them; but the aſſembly declined giving them, inſist

ing, that it was not their province to give copies oſ the

d'oings of other courts. He was therefore referred to

the courts in which the judgments had been given.

IN the appeals of Major Palms, and in all other instan

ces, the judgments of the courts in Connecticut were

finally establiſhed. Upon a full examinarion of the com

plaints, they appeared not only groundleſs but invidious.

The loyalty, justice, and honor of the colony appeared

more conſpicuous than they had done before. But it was

ſome time before the evidence of the true state oſ the

caſe could be collected and tranſmitted to England.

. MEAN\VHILE Dudley and Cornbury never lost ſight

oſ their object, but vigoroufly proſecuted the deſign of

ſubverting the government. There had been, nearly

fifty years before, a law enacted against the quakcrs, but

it does not appear, that it had ever been acted upon, in

Connecticut, and was, at that time, become obſolete.

It appears, by a letter of the governor's, to Sir Henry

Aſhurst, that he did not know of one perſon, then in

the colony, who was acknowledged to be a quaker. But

Governor Dudley, by ſome means, obtained a copy of

the law, and procured a publication of it in Boston. The

knowledge of it was communicated to the quakers in

England, and they were ſpirited up to petition for a re

peal of the law oſ Connecticut against the quakers. A

petition, about the beginning of April, was preferred to

her majesty, on the ſubject, reciting ſaid law, and repre

ſenting, that it was calculated to extirpate their friends

from that part of her majesty's dominion, and praying

that ſhe would diſallow the ſaid law. Sir Henry Aſhurst:

preſented av petition to the lords of trade and plantation,

w Whom the petition of the quakers had been referred,

P'FYlſIg them to adviſe her majesty to come to no deter

Zflga'mnfon the ſquect, until the colony ſhould have

were: (ii the pennon, and have time to ſend their an

' e 'cPl'Cſcnthz that the law was made against

which ſeem to have
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Adamites and Rantcrs: That it was become obſolete,

and quakers lived as peaceably in Connecticut, as in any

of her majesty's plantations. He repreſented to their

lordſhips, that there had been more complaints exhibited

against this poor colony, in three or four years, without

any crime proved, than had been before from the time

of its ſirſhſettlement, which made him believe, that there

were diſaffected perſons, who were attempting, by all

means, to make them weary of their charter gOvernment :

That before the appointment of a certain governor for

New-England, the colony had enjoyed uninterrupted

peace, for many years, and would have done to that time,

had it not been for his miſrepreſentations. He aſſured

them, that he had been informed, that Governor Dudley

had, about two years before, ordered the act against the

quakers to be printed, in Boston, on purpoſe, that the

quakers, in England, might join with his other instru

ments in clamors against Connecticut, to deprive it of its

charter privilegesf'

Hea majesty, upon the advice oſ the lords of trade and

plantation, declared the act against the quakers null and

void, without giving the colony a hearing.

SlR Henry Aſhurst, writing to the colony ſoon after,

ſays, " You ſee how you are every way attacked."

THE enemies of the colony in Connccticut and New

England were no leſs active than thoſe on the other ſide

of the water. As they had obtained a commiſſion for

the trial of the caſe between Connecticut and the Mo

heagans, they ſpared no pains to carry their point. On

the 5th of-July 1705, Captain John Chandler, in behalf

of Owaneco, Captain Samuel Maſon, Hallam, and oth

ers, who interested themſelves in recovering the lands

from the colony, began the ſurvey oſ the Moheagan coun

try, and having accompliſhed the work drew a map of it,

with a view to the trial, before Dudley's court, which

was approaching. The governor ſent an officer and pro

hibited his entering upon the ſurvey; but the party gave

large bonds to indemnify him, and he proceeded not

withstanding. The boundaries, as ſurvc ed and report

ed by Chandler, Captain John Parke, dward Culver,

and Samuel Sterry, who aſſisted him, were, on the ſouth,

from a large rock, in Connecticut river, near eight mile

ifland in the bounds oſ Lyme, eastward, through Lyme,

New-London, and Groton, to Ah-yo-ſup-ſuck, a pond

in the northeastern part of Stonington 5 on the cast, from

_' Petition on file.

Boox I.

w

1705.
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this pond northward, to Mah-man-ſuck, another pond,

thence to Egunk-ſank-a-poug, whetstone hills -, from

thence to Man-hum-ſqueeg, the whetstone country.

From this boundary, the line ran ſouthwest, a few miles,

to Acquiunk, the upper falls in Winibaug river. Thence

the line ran, a little north of west, through Pomſret,

Aſhford, Willington, and Tolland, to Mo-ſhe-nup-ſuck,

the notch of the mountain, now known to be the notch

in Bolton mountain. From thence the line ran ſouth

crly, through Bolton, Hebron, and East-Haddam, to the

first mentioned bounds. This, it appears, was the Pe

quot country, to the whole of which the Moheagans laid

claim, after the conquest of the Pequot nation, except

ſome part oſ New-London, Groton, and Stonington,

which had been the chief ſeat of that warlike tribe. The

Moheagans claimed this tract as their hereditary country, _
and the VVabbequaſictet territory, which lay north of it,

they claimed by virtue of conquest.

ON the 23d of August 1 705, the court of commiſiion

ers, appointed by her majesty, to examine into the affair

oſ the Moheagan lands, convened at Stonington. Writ'

had been previouſly iſſued, ſummoning the governor and

company, with the claimers of lands in controverſy, and

all parties concerned, to attend at time and place. The

court conſisted of Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, preſident, Ed

ward Palms, Giles Sylvester, Jahleel Brenton, Nathaniel

Byfield, Thomas Hooker, James Avery, John Avery,

John Morgan, and Thomas Leffingwell.

I'r ſeems that- the governor and general aſſembly of

Connecticut had not been ſerved with a copy of the com

miffion, by which the court was instituted, and viewed it

as a court of enquiry only, to examine and make report

to her majesty, and not to try and determine the title of

the lands in diſpute. The committee, appointed by the

aſſembly, to appear before the court, were conditionally

instructcd. Provided the court was instituted for enqui

ry only, the were to anſwer and ſhow the unreaſonable

neſs of the Iohcagan claims, and the falſe light in which

the affair had been repreſented; but if the deſign was to

determine with reſpect to the title of the colony, they

were directed to enter their protest against the court,

and withdraw. All inhabitants of the colony,perſonally

interested in any of the lands in controverſy, were for.

bidden to plead or rrake any anſwer before the court.

GovanNQR.Winthrop addreſſed the following letter t'

t the preſident,
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U New-London, August zist, '705. Boox I.

U SrR, . wv

U I UNDERSTAND, by your excellency's letter of July r 135.

U goth, your intentions to be at Stonington, on the 23d GQVUMY

u instant, to hear the complaint: of Owaneco against Xſ: ,
. . . p a

U this government. I hav: therefore, in obedience to jum- m

U her majesty's commands, directed and empowered the court.

U William Pitkin, John Chester, Eleazar Kimberly, Eſ

U quires, Major William Whiting, Mr. John Eliot, and

U Mr. Richard Lord to wait on your excellency, and

U ſhow the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe complaints, and

U the unpardonable affront put upon her majeſty, by

U that falſe repreſentation,and the great trouble to your-

U ſelf thereby -, and l conclude, in a ſhort hearing, your

U excellency will be able to repreſent to her majesty,

U that thoſe complaints are altogether groundleſs. The

U- gentlemen ſhall affist your excellency's enquiry, in

U ſummoning ſuch perſons as you ſhall pleaſe to deſire,

U and all things elſe, reſerving the honor and privileges

U of the government."

WHEN the committee came before the court they per

ceived, that they determined to try the title of the colony

to the lands, and judicially to decide the whole contro

verſy. They reſolved therefore, not to make any anſwer

or plea before them, but to protest against their proceed

Ings. The protest is entered as followeth,

U To his Excellency ]oſcph Dudley, Eſquire, captain

U general and governor in chief of her majesty"

U colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay, &e.

U We, the commiſſioners of her majesty's colony of Proteg

U Connectieut, are obliged, by our instructions from this against the

U government, to certiſy your excellency, that, in obe- proceed

U dience to her majesty's commands to this colony, we &3112ng

U are ready to ſhow the injustice of thoſe complaints a- *

U gainst the government, made by Owaneco, to her

U majesty in council, if your excellency ſees good that '

U the complaints be produced, (provided the commiſ

U ſioncrs, mentioned in her majesty's commiſſion, with

U your excellency, be qualified to act as members of the

U court of enquiry constituted thereby) that ſo your ex

U cellency and commiſſioners may, upon enquiry, be

U enabled to make ſuch a true and just report of the

U matters of fact, mentioned in ſaid complaints to her

U majesty, as you ſhall ſee meet. But if your excel

U lency (as appears to us) does construe any expreſ

Lf lions in the ſaid commiflion, ſo as to cmpower the
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ſaid commiſlioners, by themſelves to enquire and ju

dicially determine concerning the matter in contro

verſy, mentioned in the ſaid complaint, concerning the

title of land or treſpaſs, and do reſolve to proceed ac

cordingly, as we cannot but judge it to be contrary to

her majesty's most just and legal intenttons, in ſaid

commiffion ; ſo we must declare against and prohihit

all ſuch proceedings, as contrary to law and to the let

ters parent under the great ſeal of England, granted

to this her majesty's colony, and contrary to her ma

jesty's order to this government, concerning the ſaid

commiſlion and complaint, as well as to the known

rights of her majesty's ſubjects, throughout all her do

minions, and ſuch as we cannot allow of. We only

add, that it ſeems strange to us, that your cxcellency

ſhould proceed in ſuch a manner, without first com

municating your commiſſion to the general aſſembly

of this her majesty's colony."

V VVILLIALI PITKIN, &c."_

U August 24th, 1705."

THE inhabitants who had deeds oſ the lands in con

troverſy made default, as well as the colony; but the

court proceeded to an ex parte hearing. Owaneco, Ma

ſon, Hallam, and their council produced ſuch papers and

evidence, and made ſuch repreſentations, as they pleaſed,

without any perſon to confront them. After ſuch a pan.

tial hearing, of one day only, the court determined against

the colony, and adjudgcd to Owaneco and the hlohea

gan: a tract oſ land called Maſſapeag, lying in the town

of New-London ; and another tract, of about eleven

hundred acres, in the northern part of the town, which

the aſſembly had granted as an addition to that townſhip,

in 1703. The court alſo adjudged to them a tract, in

the town oſ Lyme, two miles in breadth and nine miles

in length, with the whole tract contained in the town of

Colchester. The court ordered Connecticut immediate

ly to restore all thoſe lands to Owaneco, and filed a bill

of cost against the colony of £573 : '2 : 8." Thus a

caUſe Of ſUCh magnitude, in which the eſſential interests

of _a whole colony. and the fortunes of hundreds of in

dngduals were concerned, was carried wholly by intrigue

Tas the groſſcst miſrepreſentations. The commiſlion

granted' by her majesty, wholly upon an export:

o
Moheagan caſe in print.

 



CHAP.XVIL OF CONNECTICUT. 441 '

hearing, upon the repreſentation of the enemies of the BOOK I.

colony; and the men who carried on the intrigue were WV

appointed judges in their own caſe. Without hearing 1795

the caſe, contrary to all reaſon and justice, they gave

judgment against the colony, and hundrcds of individu

als. They gave away lands holden by conquest, pur

chaſe, ancient deeds from the original proprietors, well

executed and recorded, by charter, acts and patents from

the aſſembly, and by long poſſeffion. The chief judge

had been uſing all his art and influence to ruin the colo

ny, and was now ſuppoſed to be ſcheming for a portion

o its lands, as Well as for the government. Major Palms

had been a long time in controverſy with the colony,

Was exceedingly embittered against it and against the

governor; his brother in law. Others Of the commiſſion

ers were ſuppoſed to be conſederate with Maſon and

Clarke, and interested in the lands in controverſy. Hal

lam, Clarkc, and ſeveral oſ the commiſſioners were wit

neſſcs in the caſe. They were witneſſes and judges in

their own cauſe, heard themſelves and no others. Owa

necp was placed, in state, on the right hand of the preſi

dent, and the colony were treated worſe than criminals,

with diſhonor and contempt'

AFTER the court had given judgment against the col

ony, on the a4th of August, they ſpent three days, in

hearing ſuch complaints, as Owaneco, Maſon, and other

perſons interested in the lands, orinimical to the colony,

were pleaſed to make. When they had heard all the

complaints and miſrepreſentations which they had to

make, they repreſented to her majesty, that Owaneco

complaincd he was diſſeiſed oſ a- tract of land, containing

about ſeven thouſand acres, called Mamaquaog, lying

northward of Windham z Of another tract called Plain

field, and conſiderable ſkirts and parcels Of land, en.

croached upon and taken in, by the towns Oſ Lebanon,

Windham, and Canterbury. The court prohibited all

her majesty's ſubjects from entering upon, or improving

any of thoſe lands, until a further hearing and determi

natio'n of the caſe. Further, in the plenitude of their

power, they appointed Captain John Maſon to be truste:

or guardian to Owaneco and his people, and to manage

all their affairs. They repreſented, from the evidence of

Major James Fitch and Captain John Maſon, that the

Colony had left the Indians no land to plant on, and that

9 Petition to her majeſty printed in Mohcagan trial.
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they Conſisted of a hundred and fifty warriors, one hun

dred of whom had been in the actual ſervice of the coun

try that very yearflſ

Tnzse Indians were enlisted and ſent out by the colo

ny of Connecticut, and went as cheerfully into ſervice,

this year, as they had done at any time before. This

gave demonstrative evidence, that there was no general

uneaſineſs among the Moheagans. Had there been, two

thirds of their warriors would not have enlisted into the

ſervice of the government. Indeed, Owaneco himſelf

was not uneaſy only at turns, when the Maſons, Clarlte,

Fitch, Hall-am, and others made him ſo ; who were

ſcheming to deprive him and the Moheagans of their

lands.
So far was it from being true, that Connecticut had

injured them, or taken their lands from them, that they

had treated them with great kindneſs, defended them,

by their arms and at their own expenſe, and prevented

their being ſwallowed up by their enemies. They had

left them a fine tract of land, of between four and five

thouſand acres, between New-London and Norwich ;

and both in the grant and patent to New-London, there

was an expreſs reſervation of all the rights and property

of the Indians " The colony had not only refer-ved

lands for the Moheagans, but for all other Indians in it,

They ſuffered them to hunt, fiſh, and

foWl, in all parts of it, and even to build their wigwams,

and cut ſuch wood and timber, as they needed in any of

their Unincloſed lands.

DUDLEY'S court, having finiſhed ſuch buſineſs as wa'

agreeable to its wiſhes, adjourned until the next May;

but it never met again. Before that time, the intrigue

and duplicity of Governor Dudley and the malecontents

became ſo evident, that all their deſigns were frustrated.

True aſſembly, at their ſeſiion in October, appointed a

committee, to examine into all matters reſpecting the In

dians, and the complaints which had been rrade against

the COlonY, and, as ſoon as poſſible, to tranſmit a particu

lar and full anſwer to their agent. They were instructed

fully to acquaint him with a true statement of the Mohea

gan caſe, and of the whole management of Dudley and

hlS court- They were to repreſent, that Dudley, Palms,

and others of the commillioners were interested, and par

+ Pro - . _'___ . .was, p_ fgfglggn and Judgment of the court m print, Moheagal

He 'm ds OF the colony and Mohcagan caſe in print.
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ties in the cauſe, and to infist, that the manner in Which Boox I.

the commiſiion was procured to Governor Dudley, Major WV

Palms, and others, was matter of intrigue, and the whole 1705.

proceſs arbitrary and illegal.

Sla Henry Aſhurst, on receiving the papers relative to Sir Henry

the caſe, preſented a petition to her majesty, repreſenting Afllufst

the title of the colony to all the lands in controverſy, by gers?"

conquest, purchaſe, royal charter, long poſſeffion and im- ken," a.

provement : That Uncas, when the Engliſh became first

acquainted with him, was a revolted Pequot, expelled

his country, and had not a ſufficient number of men to

make a hunt -,,and that the lands reſerved to him, were

not reſerved to him in conſequence of any right of his, but

was a matter of mere permiffion : That Joſeph Dudley,

Eſquire, Hallam, Palms, the Averys, Morgan, and Lef

-fingwell, had grants of ſeveral parts of the controverted.

lands, and in their own names, or in the name of John

Maſon, were attempting to ſet up their titles to them 2

That Dudley and Hallam, by miſrepreſentation, had ob

tained a commiſſion from her majesty, by ſurpriſe, under

the great ſeal of England, directed to the ſaid Dudley,

Palms, the two Averys, Morgan, Leffingwell, and others,

most ofwhom were oſ Dudley's and Hallam's denomina

tion, and under his influence; and that in the court, thus

instituted, they were the accuſers, parties, and judges:

That they had aſſumed to themſelves juriſdiction, in a.

ſummary way,t0 try her majesty's petitioners' titlesto their

lands, and to evict and diſſeiſe them of their freeholds,

properties, and ancient poſſeſſions, without any legal pro

ceſs, or ſo much as the form ofa trial. This, it was repa

reſented, tended to the destruction of all the rights of the '

colony, and was directly contrary to divers acts of parlia

ment made and provided in ſuch caſes. The agent there

fore, in behalf of the colony, appealed from the judg

ment of ſaid court to her majesty in council, and prayed

that the caſe might be heard before her."'

IN conſequence of this petition, her majesty, ſometime Connecti.

after, appointed a commiffion of review. The affair was CUMIWZY'

kept in agitation nearly ſeventy years. It was always, the"

. . . e.
upon alegal hearing, determined in favorof the colony.

The final deciſion was by King George the lII. in council. .

THE commiſſioners of review, in 1 743, not only deter- Adjudiea

mined the title of the lands to be in the colony of Con- tion "me

 

* Petition in print, Mohcagan caſe, p. '53- 15 7.
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Boox I. necticutſhut, N That the governor and company had

w 'N treated the ſaid lndians with much humanity, at all

1 705_ fl times, and had, at all times, provided them with a ſuf

cou_rt of U ficiency, at least, of lands to plant on ; and that no act

"mew 4' or thing appeared either before the judgment of Joſeph

1 "3" i' Dudley, liſquire, or ſince, by which they, the ſaid gov

fl ernor and company, had taken from the Indians, or

ſ' from their ſachem, any tracts of land, to which the

a lndians or their ſachem had any right, by reſemtion

'5 or otherwiſe, either in law or equity."1- The pro

ceedings of the ſeveral courts of review, and the plead

ings before them and his majesty in council, will most

properlybe noticed in the time of them, and will not be .

anticipated in this volume. *

THE agcnt oſ the colony petitioned her majesty, in its

behalf, to hear the complaints exhibited by Governor

Dudley and his accomplices, that it might have an op

portunity of demonstrating how falſe and groundleſs they

Were. He alſo prayed, that as Dudley had ſurpriſed her,

to grant a commiſlion of high powers to the ſubverſron of

the rights of her loyal ſubjects, and contrany to her gra

cious intentions towards them, and had abuſed her name

and authority to ſerve his own dark deſigns, that her ma

jesty would,in ſome exemplarymanner,diſcouneenance the

ſaid Dudley and his abettors.

Howevzn, it does not appear, that Dudley or Lord

Cornbury were ever obliged to bring forward any evi
dence in ſupport of the charges which they had exhibited, i

or that her majesty, by any public act, diſcountenanced

their intrigue and falſehood. They had ſuch powerful

friends at court, that they ſeem to have palliated and

kept the affair, as far as poſſible, out of public view; and

it ſeems to have been paſſed by without any further ex

animation.

May "06, THERE was no alteration made in the legillature, at

the election in r 706.

THE aſſembly adopted the ſame meaſures, for the de

fence of Connecticut and the neighbouring colonies,

which they had done the year preceding. The ſame of

ficers were appointed, and the ſame number of men ſent

mto the field. .

THE colony had aſſurances, from their agent, Sir Hen

'7 AſhPTflx that they had a clear right to command their

ownWhm s that the governor' of the neighbouring col

 

'i Iudxmcnt in print, Moheagan caſe' P- no'
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onies had no right to command their men, or money ;

and that this was the opinion of the best council in the

nation. He aſſured them, that they were under no obli

gations to them, to do any thing more, than to furniſh

ſuch quotas as her majesty ſhould require.

CONNECTrCUT had done much more than this, both

in the reign of King William and Ween Anne. Never

theleſs, notwithstanding the abuſive treatment of Gov

ernor Dudley, Lord Cornbury, and their aſſociates in

miſchief, and the great expenſe which had been brought

upon them, not only by the war, but in conſequence of

the defence which their agent had been obliged to make

for them, in England, ſuch was their zeal for her majeſ

ty's ſervice, and their concern and good will for their fiſ

ter colonies, that they exerted themſelves no leſs for their

defence, than if they had been under the command of

their reſpective governors. It was declared to her ma

jesty, that had this been the caſe they could have done no

more.

AT the ſeſlion in October, the aſſembly paſſed the fol

lowing act in favor of the clergy, U That all the miniſ

ters of the goſpel that now are, or hereafter ſhall be ſet-'

'led in this colony, during the continuance of their pub

lic ſervice in the goſpel ministry, ſhall have their estates,

lying in the ſame town where they dwell, and all the

polls belonging to their ſeveral families exempted, and

they are hereby exempted and freed from being entered

in the public lists and payment of rates." B virtue of

this act, for the encouragement of the clergy 0 this colo

ny, they have always, from that to the preſent time, been

exempted from taxationfl"

THE colony, at this period, was in very low circum

stances. Its whole circulating caſh amounted only to a

bout two thouſand pounds. Such had been its expenſe

in the war, and in defending itſelf against the attempts

of its enemies, in England and America, that the legiila

ture had been obliged to levy a tax, in about three years,

of more than two ſhillings on the pound, on the whole

list of the colony. The taxes were laid and collected in

grain, pork, beef, and other articles of country produce.

Theſe commodities were tranſported to Boston and the

West-lndies, and by this means money and bille of ex

change were obtained, to pay the hills drawn upon the

* The legiflaznre had before releaſed their perſon' from (ax

ation, but not their familiar and estate'

Boox L
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BOOK I. colony, in England, and to diſcharge its debte at home.

w Theſe low circumstances, theſe miſrepreſentations, abuſe,

3705. and dangers. from their enemies, our venerable ancestors

endured with an exemplary patience and magnanimity.

Under the preſſure of all this expenſe and danger, they

cheerfully ſupported the goſpel ministry and ordinances,

in their reſpective towns and pariſhes. They contem

plated their dangers and deliverances with wonder and

thankſgiving,rejoiced in the enjoyment of their privileges,

and in the divine care and beneficence.

CHAPTER XVIlI.

THE country i: alarmed. Means ofdzſence. The affimhlj

decline the qffording of' any qfflistance in the eupedition a

gainst Part Royal. Grant qffistance to thefronticr townr.

.Ne-w to-w'yhipr granted andstir/ed. The Rev. Gurdon

Saltonstnll choſen governor. Act empo-wering thefrnmen

to chooſe the governor from among them/clue: at large.

Act: relative to the ſhrtlemcnt of the houndary line with

Maſſixchuſettr. Garriſom erected in the town: on the

fronticrr. Expedition again/I Canada. emſſon of

paper money. Addreſr to her majtsty. Loſi- ofthe colony

at Wood Crack. Expedition against Part Royal. Expe

dition again/t Canada under the command of Admiral

Walter and General Nicholſon. Fleet caſt away and the

enterpriſe defeated. The colony Petitzſion her majeffly, and

find the only pilotfrom Conntcticut, to England, to rtpre

ſent to her majesty the loſſ of the fleet truly a: it waſ.

'Actſ reflecting theſuþcrior court. Set/lament ofthe haun

dary line between Mast'achrzſctt: and Connecticut. Rea

ſon: why the colony conſented to ſixth aſettlement. Return

of peace. The colony happy in the preſervation of their

fronturr. Town: ſtttltd unde-r Mqffiichuſſi'ttr. State of

the colony. Ohſer-uatians.

Ell-ii: SUCH reports of the preparations of the French and

pedirion E l"dians, to make a deſcent upon ſome part of New

iiiimagan- ſingland, were ſpread abroad, about the beginning of the

'he coolſ:n ghzoffi as gave a general alarm to the country. On

try. e g0v0f February i 7o7, a council of war, conſisting of

huſhbex-cgrſior, of_ ic COUnCll, and a conſiderable

'shed the chief military officers in the colony, con

at Hal'Fford. A letter was received from Deputy
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Governor Treat, and another from Major Schuyler at Boox I.

Albany, giving intelligence, that the French, and Indians VW

in their interest, were about to make a deſcent upon- 1707

New-England. Information was alſo communicated,

that ſuſpicions were entertained, that the Pohtatuck and

Owiantuck Indians deſigned to join the French and In

dians from Canada.

THE committee reſolved, that the western frontier Meaſure.

towns, Symſbury, Waterbury, VVoodbury, and Danbu- adopzcd

ry, ſhould be fortiſied with all poffible diſpatch. As Wa- for the

terbury had ſustained great loſſes, by inundations, it was stmmo'

reſolved, for their encouragement to ſortiſy their houſes fly'

well, that the governor and council would uſe their influ

ence with the aſſembly, that their country rates ſhould be

abated. It was reſolved, that each of theſe four towns

ſhould keep a ſcout oftwo faithful men, to be ſent out ev

ery day, to diſcover the deſigns of the enemy, and give

intelligence ſhould they make their appearance near the

frontier towns.

To prevent damages from the Pohtatuck and Owian

tuck Indians, Captain John Minor and Mr. John Sher

man were appointed to remove them to Stratford and

Fairfield. If by reaſon of ſickneſs or any other cauſe

they could not be removed, it was ordered, that a num

ber of their chief men ſhould be carried down to thoſe

toyynsgnd kept as hostages to ſecure the fidelity of the

re .

ON the ſecond of April, a ſpecial aſſembly was conven- Special af

ed in conſequence of letters from Governor Dudley. He ſc'PblſſA'

had propoſed to ſend an army of a thouſand men against pm find'

L'Acadia, and requested Connecticut to join with Maſſa

chuſetts in the expedition.

AFTER the affair had been maturely conſidered, the aſ- The aſ.

ſembly determined not to comply with the propoſal. The ſcmbly

reaſons given were, that they had not been conſulted, nor Y'Y" I'Ot

had opportunity to conſent to the expedition : That they Kneaſhe

did not understand that the neighbouring colonies, who the, to

were equally interested in the expedition,with themſelves, L'Acadi'

Were called upon, nor had conſented to do any thing;

and, that the vast expenſe of defending the county of

Hampſhire and their own frontiers, incapacitated them to

join in the enterpriſe.

A'r the general election this year, the governor and gggt'izsf

council were all ro-elected. May a',

UPON the petition of John Prat, Robert Chapman, 1707.

John Clark, and Stephen Post, appointed a committee,



4543 'THE HISTORY CHAP.XVIH.

Boox I. in behalf of the legatees of Joſh'ua Uncas,'t the aflembly

w granted a townſhip which they named Hebron. The

x707. ſettlement of the town began in June 1704. The first

Hebron people who made ſettlements in the town were William

rats; a Shipman, Timothy Phelps, Samuel Filer, Caleb Jones,

' Stephen Post, Jacob Root, Samuel Curtis, Edward Saw

yer, Joſeph Youngs, and Benoni Trumbull. They were

from Windſor, Saybrook, Long-Ifland, and Northamp

ton. The ſettlement, at first, went on but flowly ; part

ly, by reaſon oſ oppofition made by Maſon and the Mo

heagans, and partly, by reaſon of the extenſive tracts

claimed by proprietors, who made no ſettlements. Sev

'eral acts of the aſſembly were made, and committees ap

pointed to encourage and affist the planters. By theſe

means they ſo encreaſed in numbers and wealth that in

about ſix or ſeven years they were enabled to erect a

meeting-houſe and ſettle a minister among them.

ofit 9th. A'r the ſeſlion in October, the aſſembly granted a town

' ſhip to Nathan Could, Peter Burr, Captain John Wake

man, Jonathan Sturges, and mher inhabitants of the

town of Fairfield, bounded ſoutherly on Danbury, east

erly on New-Milford, and westerly upon the colony line.

It extended fourteen miles northward from Danbury.

It was afterwards named New-Fairfield. The war, for

ſeveral years, prevented all attempts ſor the ſettlement of '

this tract.

As the frontier towns had exhibited much zeal in for-r

tiſying themſelves agreeably to the directions of the gov

ernor and council, the aſſembly made them a liberal com

penſation.

Special aſ. ABOUT this time the colony ſustained a great loſs in

ſembly, the death of the honorable Fitz John Winthrop, Eſquirej

DCCJ7th and a ſpecial aſſembly was convolted on the 17th of De

'707' cember, by Deputy Governor Treat, at New-Haven, for

 

* By the last Will of ſaid Uncas, all the lands in Hebron were

bequeathed to Thomas Buckingham, Eſquire, William Shipman

and others, called the Saybrook legateea, except about a,6oo a

crea at the northeast corner, and about 4,ooo acres at the ſouth

end oſ the town. There were alſo about 7oo within the pariſh of

Marlborough. Theſe lands were claimed by Maſon

1' He was the ſon of the honorable John Winthrop, Bſquire,

the first governor of Connecticut, under the charter. His birth

was at lpſwich, in Maſſachuſetts, 1638. Upon the aſſumption

of the charter, May 1689, he was choſen into the magistracy. In

1699, he was appointed major general of the land army deſigned

against Canada. On the diſpute relative to the command of the

militia he was ſent agent, for the colony, to the Britiſh court,

1694- After hie return, May 1698, he was choſen governor, and
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the purpoſe of electing another governor. The aſſembly

ordered, that the votes of both houſes ſhould be mixed

before they were ſorted and counted, and that the ma

jority of votes ſhould determine the choice. Upon count

ing the votes, the Reverend Gurdon Saltonſtall was de

clared to be choſen governor.

- FOUR of the magistrates, the ſpeaker of the houſe, with

three of the other deputies, were appointed a committee

do acquaint him with the choice, and ſolicit his accept

ance of the important trust to which he had been choſen.

A letter was addreſſed to him, by the aſſembly, deſiring

him to accept of the choice which they had made, and

with the committee, appointed to wait on him, to an

ſwer the letters of their agent and tranſact whatever the

exigencies of the government might require. A letter

was alſo addreſſed to his church and congregation at New

London, acquainting them with the call, which the aſ

ſembly imagined Mr. Saltonstall had to leave the min

istry, and to diſpoſe them to ſubmit to ſuch a diſpenſation.

THE magistrates, upon Mr. Saltonstall's acceptance of

the trust to which he had been choſen, were directed to

administer to him the oath of the governor, and the oath

reſpecting trade and navigation.

ON the first of January 1 708, Governor Saltonstall ac

cepted of his office, and took the oaths appointed by law.

THIs aſſembly repealed the law which required, that

the governor ſhould always be choſen from among the

magistrates in nomination, and gave liberty for the free

men to elect him from among themſelves at large.

AT the election May r 3th, 1 708, Governor Saltonstall

was choſen governor by the freemen. Nathan Could,

Eſquire, was elected deputy governor! The former

 

Boox I.

w

I 707.

The Rev.

Mr. Sal

tonstall

choſen

governor

Dec. r7th.

January

all 1708.

was annually re-ehoſen during his life. He died November 27th

1707, in the 69th year of his age.

He appears to have been a popular gentleman, and to have ſuſ

tained a character without blemiſh.

" The honorable Robert Treat, Eſquire, being,at this period,

eighty ſix year' of age, retired from the ſcene of public action.

He had been three years a magistrate, and thirty two years gov

ernor, or deputy governor of the colony. He was elected ma

gistrate May 1673, deputy governor 1676, and governor in 1683.

To this office he 'as annually elected, fifteen years, until 1698.

He was then choſen deputy governor until the year 1708. He

died about two years after, July rath 1710, in the 89th year of

his age. Few men have ſustained a fairer character, or rendered

the public more important ſervices. He was an excellent mili

tary officer r A man of ſingular courage and reſolution, tempered

with caution and prudence. His adminittration of government

Election

May 13th, _

1708.
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Act for

quitting

the inhab

itants of

Windſor

and Suſ

field, and

fixing the

line be

tween

Maſſachu

ſettu and

Connecti

cut. May

'sth 1708.

magistrates were re-choſen, and Mr. John Haynes, for

the first time, was elected one of the council. The for

mer treaſurer and ſecretary were re-choſen.

A TOWNSHIP was granted, in the courſe of this ſeffion,

at Pohtatuclt, afterwards named Newtown.

CONNECTICUT, for a long courſe of years, had been

at great trouble and cxpenſe, in attempting the ſettlement

of the boundary line betwren this colony and Maſſachu

ſetts. The inhabitants of Windſor and Symſbury had

been often exceedingly injured, in their perſons and prop

erty, by the peOple of Suffield and Enſield, eſpecially by

the former. They had not only encroached upon their

lands and cut down their timber, but often ſeized upon

their tar and turpentine, and even upon their perſons and

forcibly carried them off to Suffield. In conſequence of

theſe outrages, great animoſitics had ariſen between the

inhabitants of thoſe towns, and many lawſuits had been

commenced. The aſſembly, as far as poſlible,to prevent

and terminate theſe evils, enacted, that commiflioners

ſhould be appointed with full powers to run the line, with

ſuch'commiſſioners as Maſſachuſetts ſhould appoint forthat

purpoſe. They were directed _to take care that the line

ſhould be run by ſkilful artists, with good instruments;

and to take their station three miles ſouth of every part

of Charles river, whence Mr. James Taylor and the corn.

miſſioners of this colony ran the line in 1702. They

were instructed to run a due west line from that station,

and to make and ſet up fair marks and monuments in the

line between the colonies. And to prevent all further

contention, it was enacted, that the inhabitants of Wind

ſor, Symſhury, Suffield, and Enſield, ſhould not make any

improvement on the contested lands until the line ſhould

be run and ſettled. It was alſo enacted that all ſuits

ſhould continue,and rest, until the county court at Hart

ford, in October, and then to ceaſe. It was provided

nevertheleſs, that the court of Maſſachuſetts ſhould give'

the ſame orders to the people of that province, ,who

claimed upon the line, and ſhould immediately unite

with Connecticut in ſettling the boundary between the .

colonies. Otherwiſe, it was determined, that all cauſes,

bonds, and the like ſhould be and remain as though this

act never had been paſſed.

was with wiſdom, ſirmneſs and integrity. He was esteemed

SZZZZZSTZ, wlilſe, and pious. He was exceedingly beloved and

t' yt e people in general and eſ eciall by his Migh
bour'p at Mrlford, where he reſided. p V,
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FURTHER, it was enacted, that upon running the line, Boox I.

all the most ancient grants, made to the proprietors, byW

either government, ſhould give title and property to the 1708.

ſettlers on either ſide of the line. It was determined,

that unleſs the court of Maſſachuſetts would agree to the

running oſ the line in this manner, a petition ſhould be

addreſſed to her majesty, praying her to give orders, that

the diviſional line might be run.

THE aſſembly, at this ſeffion, ordered, that a town- KiHingiſ

ſhip ſhould be laid out east of Woodstock, eight miles in made a

len th and ſix in breadth. The inhabitants were vested town'

wit the privileges of a distinct town, by the name of
Killing'ly.*. i

THE affairs of the war were conducted this year in the

ſame manner as they had been the preceding. Colonel

William Whiting commanded a body of horſe and in

fantry in the county of Hampſhire, and ſcouting parties

and garriſons were maintained on the ſrontiers of the

colony.

AT the ſeflion in OCtober, it was enacted, that two

garriſons ſhould be maintained, at the public expenſe, at

ymſbury, and two at Waterbury. Garriſons were to

be kept at Woodbury and Danbury, as the council of

war ſhould judge expedient.

AT the election in 1709, Mr. Saltonstall was re-choſen Court of,

governor, and Nathan Gould, deputy governor. The Flfction

magistrates were Daniel Witherel, Nathaniel Stanley, r? "th'

John Hamlin, William Pitkin, John Chester, Joſeph 7 9'

Curtis, Joſiah Roſiiter, Richard Christophers, Peter Burr,

John Allen, John Haynes, and Samuel Eells, Eſquires.

Captain Joſeph Whiting was treaſurer, and Caleb Stan

ley ſecretary.

A LETTER was laid before this aſſembly from her ma- Expedi

jesty, relative to an expedition against the enemy. The m?" 3

deſign was the reduction oſ the French in Canada, Aca- gz'c'ſiſzghe

dia, and Newſoundland. The letters from the earl of '

Sunderland, adviſing that her majesty would diſpatch a

ſquadron of ſhips to Boston, by the middle of May, with

five regiments of regular troops, required Connecticut

ſh-n

* At this ſeflion, the aſſembly ordered, " That the ministers

" ofthe goſpel preach a ſermon to the ſreemen, on the day ap

" pointed by law to chooſe their civil rulers, in the towns where

F' they meet, proper for their direction in the work before them."

This ſeems to have been the origin of preaching freemcn's mect

ing ſermonsin Connecticut. L 1 1
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BOOK I. to raiſe 3 50 men. The gbvemments eastward of Con

K/NN necticut were required to raiſe raoo men, and furniſh

1709. them with tranſports, flat bottomed boats, pilots, and

proviſions for three months ſervice. With this force, it

was deſigned to make an attack upon Arebec. At the

ſame time, it was propoſed to raiſe r goo men in the gov

ernments of Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, and

the ſouthern colonies. This corps was to proceed by the

way of the lakes, and make a deſcent upon the ifland of

Montreal.

THE legiſiature ofConnecticut voted and raiſed their

quota, with cheerfulneſs and expedition. Colonel Whi

ting was appointed to command them. The aſſembly alſo

voted an addreſs ofthanks to her majesty for her royal care

and favor to the colonies, in deviſing means for the re

moval of an enemy by whom the colonies had been ſo

great and repeated ſufferers.

ALL the colonies except Pennſylvania furniſhed their

quotas. The troops with proviſions, tranſports, and ar

ticles neceſſary for the enterpriſe, were ready in ſea on.

The provincials, from the eastern colonies, were ready

to ſail for Quebec by the zoth of May. Francis Nichol

ſon, who had been lieutenant governor of New-York, un

der Androſs, and afterwards lieutenant governor of Vir

ginia, was appointed to command the troops by land,

and march as far as Wood Creek., There he was to

wait until the arrival of the fleet expected at Boston, and

then to advance, ſo that the attack upon Webec and

Montreal might be made at the ſame time. The colo

nies made great exertions for the public ſervice. Beſides

their quotas, independent companies were raiſed and ſent

on to the army. More than a hundred battoes, and an

equal number of birch canoes, were constructed for

croffing the lake. Three ſorts, ſeveral block houſes, and

stores for proviſions were erected. But the armament

expected from England did not' arrive. The defeat of

the Portugueſe and the straits to which the allies were

reduced, occaſioned the ſailing of the fleet, deſigned for

America, to Portugal, and the expedition was defeated.

No intelligence arriving from England, and a great mor

tality prevailing among the troops, General Nicholſon,

early in the fall, returned to Albany. This fruitleſs un

dertaking was a capital loſs and expenſe to the colonies.

One quarter or more of the troops died. Connecticut

Only ſustained the loſs of ninety men.
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THIS expedition occaſioncd the first emiſſion of paper BOOK I.

money in Connecticut. VVV

A'r a ſpecial aſſembly, on the Sth of June, it was e- 1709,

nacted, U That to aſſist in the expedition, for want of Firstcmiſ

U money otherwiſe to carry it on, there be forthwith im 01;

U printed a certain number of bills of credit on the col- ciegi?

" ony, in ſuitable ſums from two ſhillings to five pounds, junez7o,_

U which, in the whole, ſhall amount to the ſum of

" £8,ooo pounds and no more." It was enacted, that

the bills ſhould be iſſued from the treaſury as money, but

ſhould be received in payments at one (hilling on the

pound better than money. One half only was to be

ſigned and iſſued at first, and the other was to remain

unſigned until it ſhould be found neceſſary to put it into

circulation. Taxes were impoſed for the calling in of

one half of it within the term of one year, and the other

at the expiration of two years.

THE expectations of the people, in the ſpring, had Expectſh

been 'wrought up to a high degree of aſſurance, that Can- tions of

ada would be reduced before the cloſe of the campaign. the CPUH

Joy brightened in every countenance, with the pleaſing "g'ist'izp'

proſpect, that a period would immediately be put to all p '

the encroachments and ravages of a mercileſs enemy.

Every heart was gladdened at the proſpect of the en

largement of the Britiſh empire and the augmentation

of the national commerce. When therefore, from ſuch

harmonious and general exertion, and ſuch uncommon

expenſe, theyl experienced nothing but loſs and diſap

pointment, e chagrin and deprcflion were proportion

ably great.

HOWEVER, the importance of driving the French from

Canada, and the neceſſity of immediate exertions to pre

ſerve the friendſhip and keep up the ſpirit of the live na

tions, without which the frontiers would become a field

of blood, induced the colonies to keep the object still in

view. A congrefs of governors was appointed and met Conven

at Rehoboth, the beginning oſ October, to deliberate on "on Of

the ſubject. General Nicholſon, Colonel Vetch, and governeſſ'

others met with them. An addreſs was agreed upon to

her ma'esty, repreſenting the great harmony and exer

tions of' the colonies, in her majesty's ſervice, the im

portance of reducing the French in North America to

er majesty's obedience, praying her majesty to grant the

Colonies an armament, with their alliſ'tance, adequatc to

the deſign.
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BOOK I. WHEN the general aſſembly convened, in October,

w Governor Saltonstall communicated the traitſ-actions of

kiſſ'd] the governors of the ſeveral colonies, and the addreſs,

oct_ Uth which they had prepared, to her majesty. The aſſembly

3709. approved the addreſs, and determined on a ſimilar one

themſelves. Governor Saltonstall was appointed agent

to make a voyage to England, and preſent it in perſon to

her majesty. Provifion was alſo made for the eapenſe

of his agency.

NOTWITHSTANDING the war, the colony made pro

greſs in ſettlement. In 1708, John Beldcn, Samuel

Keeler, Matthew Seymour, Matthias St. John, and other

inhabitants of Norwallt, to the number of twenty-five,

urchaſed a large tract, between that town and Danbury,

hounded well on the partition line between Connccticut

Ridgffidd and New-York. The purchaſe was made of Catoonah,

purcharzd the chief ſachem, and other Indians, who were the pro

and made prietors of that part of the country. The deed bears

a tum'- date September goth, 1708. At this ſeffion, it was or

dained, that it ſhould be a distinct townſhip, by the name

of Ridgefield.

Blcction THE only alteration made, by the election, in r7ro,
May ſirrth, was the choice of Matthew Allen, Eſquire, in the place

"u' of Daniel Witherel, Eſquire.

NEW-YORK, as well as Connccticut and the other

New-England colonies, had made great exertions, the

last campaign, for the reduction of Canada. New.Y0rk,'

by means of the great influence of Colonel Schuyler, had

been able to bring ſix hundred of the Indians of th'

fied-mea Five nations into the ſield. The colonel was extremely'

adopted diſcontented at the late diſappointment. No man had

w UbW" more extenſi'e views of the importance oſ expelling the

French from this northern continent, and more zeal in

England', the cauſe than he. So powerful was the influence,

which the affair had upon his mind,that he determined to

make a onage to England, at his 0w-n- private' expert-ſe,

and to carry with him five ſachems of the Five nations,

that by their repreſentations, the more ſenſible impreſ

ſions might be made upon her majesty and the Britiſh

court. The aſſembly of New-Yorlt had determined to

addreſs her majesty on the ſubject ; and' no ſooner wa'

the houſe apprized of his deſign, than they unan-imou-fly

reſolved, that he ſhould preſent their addreſs to her fli

Eſiedl mflJesty. Accordineg Colonel Sehuyler' went to

WEET anld- and preſented the addreſs. The Indianſaehem'

le a ſo mtroduccd to the Anon. They repreſented
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their long war, in conjunction with her children, against Boex I.

her enemies, the French '. That they had been a strongw

Wall of defence to her colonies, to the loſs of their best '710.

Warriors; and that they mightily rejoiced when they fflddl'ega. Of

heard their great ueen had reſolved to ſend an army to king: t?"

Canada. They ſa' that, in token of their friendſhip, Been

they had, with one conſent, hung up the kettle and taken Anne.

up the hatchet and aſſisted General Nicholſon -,but when

they found, that their great Ween, by ſome important

affairs, had been diverted from her deſign of fubduing

the French, it made them ſorrowful, lest the enemy, who
hitherto had dreaded them>,ſhould now imagine,they werſie

unable to make war upon them. They repreſented, that

the reduction of Canada was of great weight to them,

that they might hunt freely. They infisted, that iſ their

great Qgeen ſhould be unmindful of them, they and their

families must forſake their country and ſeek other habit

ations, or they must stand neuter z neither of which ſotted

their inclinations. In hope of their great Been-is favor

they referred the affair to her gracious conſideration.

GENERAL Nichol-ſon went to England, in the fall of

1709, on the ſame buſineſs, to ſolieit a force against Can

ada. Governor Saltonstall, for ſome reaſon, did not ac

cept of the agency'to which he had been appointed. The

addreſs of Connccticut, it ſeems, was ſent to be preſented

by another hand. ln conſequence of theſe united appli

cations, great encouragements were given, that an expe

dition would be again undertaken against Canada. In

July, advice arrived in New-England, that Lord Shan

non, with a fleet destined for that ſervice, was under ſail

ing orders. Nicholſon, who ſailed with ſeveral ſhips of

force and ſome tranſports from England, in the ſpring,

came o'er with that expect-anon. However it finally

proved, that the reduction of Port Royal and' Nova See-

tia was the only object.

It' conſequence of a letter from her majesty, requiring special as.

the affistance of her ſubjects, in this colony, in the expe- ſembly

di'ion, a ſpecial aſſembly was con-voked, on the r4tlr of AUS-Wh

August. Beſide the loſs of lives the last year, many of

the ſoldiers then in ſervice remained in a ſickly and weak

condition. The enemy inſulted the frontier towns, and

the colony was obliged to keep a- large number of menifl

pay for their defence. Nevertheleſs, ſuch was the obe

dience of the legiſlature to her majesty's commands, and

their zeal for her ſervice, that they cheerfully voted three

hundred men fox the. expeditioxt- Vefl'els and fathers
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Boon. I. were procured, and all neceſſary proviſion was made'for

VW the tranſportation and ſupport of the troops. In about

'7'0' a month they were raiſed and tranſported to Boston.

Fx edL ON the 18th of September, a fleet oſ thirty-ſix ſhips

(znfi a. of war and tranſports ſailed from Nantaſket for Port

gainfiPort Royal. There were fourteen tranſports in the pay of

ROYIL Maſſachuſetts, five in the pay of Connecticut, two of

New-Hampſhire, and three of Rhode-Iſland. The chief

command was given to General Nicholſon. On the 24th,

the fleet and army arrived at Port Royal. The troops

landed without oppoſition and made an eaſy conquest.

[t ſhmm On the atst of Octobcr, the engineers opened three bat

dc" oct, teries of two mortars and twenty four cohorns in the

sad. whole. At the ſame time, a bomb ſhip, called the Star

bomb, plied the enemy with her ſhells. The next day

Monſieur Subercaſe capitulated, ſurrendering the fort and

country to the crown oſ Great Britain.

GBNERAL Nicholſon leſt a ſufficient garriſon under

the command of Colonel Vetch, his adjutant general,

who had been appointed to the government of the c0un-:

try. In this expedition, the Mary Galley, commanded

by Captain Taye, a tranſport in the ſervice of Conne-Sti

cut, ran aground and was lost. Twenty-ſix men were

drowned)t Four-teen or fifteen were lost in the expedi

tion, while the troops were investing and beſieging the

fort. This was the whole loſs ſustained in the enterpriſe.

From this time the name was changed, and the port was

named Annapolis Royal.

GENERAL Nicholſon, animated with his late ſucceſs,

in the fall, made a ſecond voyage to England, to ſolicit

another expedition againſt Canada.

THE country in general had no expectations, that he

would ſucceed in his deſign. They could not imagine,

that ueen Anne's tory ministry would attempt any

thing o this nature for New-England. Contrary, how-.

Jure gth eve', to a" expectation, the affair was reſumed. In June,

- ' General Nicholſon arrived, at Boston, with the news,
I ll

_7 that a fleet might ſoon be expected from England, and

wrth her majesty's orders that the ſeveral governments

Of 1FWWEſlgland, New-York, New-Jerſey, and Pennſyl- X

vama ſhould have their reſpective quotas in immediate ,

Juneuth reaglneſs for the ex[Rd-"lo"

Fleet ar- ſi th ONSEOJJRNTLY a general meeting of the governors of

- e ſ - . . .n'es. cv'Bull colomes was immediately appomted at New

Th _.__.____the colJZYtra'ſſpofit Was hired ot one Mr. Vryling, of Boston, and

Find him about £1,000 for the loſ' of his veſſel.
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London. Sixteen days after the arrival of General Nich- Boox I.

olſon, the fleet arrived at Boston. But it was very ex- WV

traordinary that the fleet had neither pilots nor proviſions. 1711.

Ten weelts proviſions were demanded for the army. It

had been ſuſpected before this, that the reduction of suſpicion.

Canada was not really deſigned by the ministry. Theſe of the

circumstances increaſed the suſpicion. It was much c?u""7*

doubted, whether, in the then state of the country, it

were poſſible, in ſo ſhort a time, as was neceſſary, to pro

cure fuch a quantity of proviſions, as had been demand

ed. There was, at the ſame time, a strong ſuſpicion,

that if the expedition ſhould miſcarry, it was deſigned to

throw the whole blame upon New-England. Whether

theſe ſuſpicions were well grounded or not, it is certain,

that they had great influence, together with the zeal

which the colonies had for the ſervice, to draw forth

their utmost exertions. -

WHEN the fleet arrived at Boston the governors were

met in eonvention, at New-London, concerting meaſ

ures for proſecuting the expedition with the utmost har

mony and diſpatch. The general courts ofMaſſachuſetts

and Connecticut were in actual ſeſiion. The general COHduct

aſſembly of Connecticut convened on the '9th of June. aſ'

. . y re

A letter was communicated from her majesty and another ſpecting

from General Nicholſon reſpecting the expedition. The the expe

aſſembly reſolved, that three hundred and ſixty men dition

ſhould be raiſed forthwith, as the quota of this colony J'm: will',

in the expedition. It was alſo reſolved, that four months t ſi

proviſions ſhould be immediately procured, and that a

ſuitable veſſel ſhould be provided to tranſport them to

Albany, and to accommodate the ſick and convey them

back to Connecticut.

THE aſſembly alſo addreſſed a letter to her majesty,

returning her their most humble and dutiful acknowl-_

edgements, for that great expreſſion of her royal care for

her colonies and their peace and welfare, which ſhe had

manifested in the appointment of the preſent expedition

against the common enem . They particularly thanked

her majesty for her royal ounty towards the colony, in

furniſhing the troops with clothing, arms, and ammuni

tion, by which they were better enabled to bear the an

nual expenſes of the war. They repreſented to her ma

jesty, in a strong point of light, the horrible manner in

which the enemy carried on the war; lying in ambuſh,

killing and ſcalping ſingle perſons, upon the frontiers,

ſurpriſing and cutting off families, stealing captives, tor
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Boox I. turing and enſlaving them. They promiſed a hearty

vw concurrence with the royal requiſitions, and a zealous

'711

Univerſal

harmony

and exer

tion.

The ar

mament

fails from

Boston

July 3oth.

performance of whatever might contribute to the ſucceſs

of the expedition. l

To animate the general, and ingratiate themſelves with

him, the legiflature appointed a committee to return him

their thanks, for the good ſervices be had rendered to

her majesty's- plantations in North America; and eſpe

cially to Connecticut, in his former good conduct of the

troops under his command. They thanked him, not

only for his important ſervices in the reduction of Port

Royal and Nova Scotia, but for the great pains he had

taken ſince, in making a voyage to England, and repre

ſenting to her'majesty the true state and interest of the

colonies, and by that means obtaining her orders for the

then preſent eitpedition.

A PUNCTUALcompliance with her majesty's orders was

univerſally recommended by the governors in convention

and by the ſeveral legiſlatures. Not only the ſeveral col

onies but individuals exerted themſelves beyond what had

been known upon any other occaſion.

IN a little more than a month, from the arrival of the

fleet, the new levies and proviſions, for that and the ar

my, were ready. Upon the 3oth of July, the whole ar

mament ſailed from Boston for Canada. lt conſisted of

fifteen men of war, twelve directly from England, and

three which had before been stationed in America 3 forty

tranſports, ſix store ſhips, and a fine train of artillery

with all kinds of warlike stores. The land army on

board conſisted of five regiments from England and Flan

ders, and two regiments raiſed in Maſſachuſetts, Rhode

Iſland, and New-Hampſhire; amounting in the whole

to ' nearly ſeven thouſand men. The fleet was com

manded by Sir Hcvenden Walker ; and the army by

Brigadier Hill, brother to Mrs. Maſham, then the ueen's

favorite. The land force was about equal to that which,

under General Wolf, afterward reduced uebec, though

at that time it was not half ſo strong, as w en it was re

duced by that famous general.

UPON the ſame day, on which the fleet ſailed from '

Boston, General Nicholſon began his journey for Alba

ny, where, a few days after, he appeared at the head of

four thouſand men, from the colonies of Connecticut,

New-York, and New-Jerſey. The troops from Con

necticut were commanded by Colonel William Whiting,

Who _wa' an experienced officer, and had commanded
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them the last year, at Port Royal. r The New-York and BOOK I.

New-Jerſey troops were commanded by Qolonels Schuy- wv
ler and Ingoldſby. Connecticut, beſides victualling its x7rr. i

own troops, furniſhed New-York with two hundred fat

cattle and ſix hundred ſheep. Thus, in about five weeks,

the colonies had raiſed two conſiderable armies and fur

niſhed them with proviſions. More than this could not

have been expected:

ADMXRAL Walker arrived in the mouth of St. Lawn

rence, on the 14th of August. That he might not loſe

the company of the tranſports, as was pretended, he put

into the bay of Gaſpee, on the 1 8th, where he continued

until the 'aoth of the month. On the 22d, two days af

ter he ſailed from the bay, the fleet appeared to be in

the most hazardous circumstances. It was without

ſoundings, without ſight of land ; the ſky was darkened

with a thick fog, and the wind high at east ſouth east;

In this ſituation the ſhips brought to, with their heads -

to the ſouthward. This was done with an expectatiort

that the wind would drive them into the midst of the

channelt But instead of this, about midnight, the ſea

men diſcovered that they were driven upon the north

lhore among roeks and iflands, upon the verge of a total

ſhlpwreck. Eight or nine of the Britiſh tranſports were

cast away,.on board of which were about ſeventeen hun

dred officers and ſoldiers. Nearly a thouſand men were wed!

lost. The admiral and general were in the most immi- Augctzz

nent danger, 'and ſaved themſelves by anchoring. Such

was the violence of the storm that they lost ſeveral anw

ehors. Upon this diſaster, the admiral bore away for

Spaniſh river bay; but the wind ſhifting to the east it

was eight days before all the tranſports arrived. In the

ſame time, as the wind was, they might have eaſily arri

ved at Quebee. It was there determined, by a council

of land and naval officers, that as they had but ten weeks

proviſion, and could not expect a ſupply from New-Eng

land, to make no further attempt. The admiral ſailed

directly for England, and arrived at Portſmouth on the

9th of October. Here the fleet ſuffered another ſurpri

ſing calamity. The Edgar, a 70 gun ſhip, blew up, ha

ving on board four hundred men, beſides many perſons

who were just come on board to viſit their friends. As

the cauſe of this event was wholly unknown, jealous

minds were not without ſuggestions, that even this, as

well as the other diſastei-Elwas the effect of horrid deſign.

m m
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Boox I. THE admiral and Engliſh officers, to exculpate them

VW ſelves, laid the blame wholly upon the colonies, that they

'7ll-- were delayed ſo long ſor proviſion and the raiſing of the

Thehlamc provincials, and that they had ſuch unſkilful pilots. The

ted, admiral declared, that it was the advice_of _the pilots that

twin,e co ' the fleet ſhould come to in the manner lt did, but the pi

lots, from New-England, declared, upon oath, that they

gave no ſuch advice. - lf any ſuch was_ given it must have

been by the French pilots on board, either through miſ

take or upon deſign. Charlevoix repreſents, that the

French pilot-t warned the admiral of his danger, but that

he did not ſufficiently regard them. _ _

THE whigs, in England, generally confuted the miniſ

try for their Conduct reſpecting the expedition. Lord

Harley repreſented the whole affair as a contrivance of

Bolingbrolre, More, and the Lord Chancellor, Harcourt,

to cheat the public out of twenty thouſand pounde.

Lord Harcourt was pleaſed to ſay, U No government wa'

'ſ worth ſerving, that would not admit of ſuch yobs."

Another Engliſh writer obſerves, fl That if the rmmstry

'5 were ſiuccre in the proſecution of the war, they were

" certainly the most conſummate blunderers that ever

U undertook the government of afiateffflt

GENERAL Nicholſon had not advanced far before he

received intelligence of the loſs ſustained by the fleet, and

the army ſoon after returned.

THE Marquis De Vaudreuil, governor of Canada, re

ceived intelligence of the arrival of the fleet from Eng

land, and of the preparations making in the colonies for

the invaſion of Canada, and had omitted nothing in his

power to put it into a state of defence. No ſooner was

he aPFized Of ſo many ſhips wrecked and ſo many bodies

' with red coats driven on ſhore, and that the river was

Clear Of ſhips, than he ordered the whole strength of Can

ada towards Montreal and lake Champlain. At Cham

b'Y he ſhrined a camp of three thouſand men to oppoſe

General N-cholſon._ Had the general croſſed the lake it

m'ght have been difficult for 'him to have returned in

VERY providential it was, that all the provincial tranſ

Pom' zxiept-a ſmall V'ctuanefi were preſerved. The

crewo t e vrctualler were ſaved, and not a provincial

ſs and diſ-1 '
exceed. _ < ppomtment nevertheleſs were

_ mgly grievous to the colonies,. Many piohs peo

* Rid v - N
er a Hitt. of England, vol. XXXſilI. p, 139, "A
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ple, after ſo many attempts had been blasted, gave up all Boox I.

expectations of the conquest of Canada. They imagin-w

ed it was not the deſign oſ providenee, that this northern 1711

continent ſhould ever wholly belong to any one nation.+

UPON the return of General Nicholſon's army, and

the report of Vaudreuil's force, the country were not

only chagrined with diſappointment, but alarmed with

fear. 'Ihey were apprehenſive, that the enemy, in diſ

ferent parties, by different routes, would, with redoubled

fury, haraſs and deſolate the country.

' To return to the affairs of Connecticut, the history of

which has been in ſome meaſure interrupted with the

general account of the war, it ſhould be obſerved, that Jo

ſeph Talcott was this year choſen into the magistracy in

the stead of Joſiah Roſiter, Eſquire. An important al- '

teration was alſo made, at the ſeſiion in May, reſpecting

the ſuperior court. Until this time, it had been holden

at two places only, Hartſord and New-Haven, and at two Superior

i terms annually. This was found to be an affair of ex- Wdrt .

penſe and inconvenience. It was therefore reſolved, 33; flzſiy

that the ſuperior court ſhould ſit twice annually, in each 17; 1,

of the counties, and that all actions ſhould be tried in the

county in which they originated.

WHEN the aſſembly met in October, an addreſs 'was oct_ "ab

prepared to be preſented to her majesty repreſenting the

exertions of the colony in her ſervice, condoling her on

the diſappointment with reſpect to the expedition, and

praXing for the continuance of her favor to the colony.

. T the ſeffion in May 1708,the aſſembly made a grant Newtown

of a townſhip at a place called Pohtatuck, from a river of 'nco'Po'

that name upon which part of it lies. At this ſeſiion it rated'

was incorporated and named Newtown.

A TOWNSHIP had been given, ſeveral years before this

time, by 'Joſhua, ſachem of the Moheagans, lying north Co'entry

of Lebanon and west of Mansſield, to certain honorable ſfflledand

legatees in Hartford. The donation was approved by 'ſ'gfgflpo'

the aſſembly. The legatees conveyedtheir right to Wil- '

liam Pitkin, Joſeph Talcott, William Whiting, and Rich

ard Lord, to be a committee to lay out ſaid town'ſhip and

make ſettlements On the lands. On the 9th of May

1706, the general aſſembly authorised thoſe gentlemen to

act as a committee for thoſe purpoſes. October nth,

'71 t, this eommittee was re-appointed, with one Na

'haniel Rufl, who had already ſettlcd upon the lande,

0
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Boox I.
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more effectually to carry into execution the deſign of

their former appointment. The townſhip, at the ſame

ſeffion, was named Coventry. Nathaniel Rust and ſome

others ſettled in the town about the year r 7co 5 but the

ſettlement of it has generally been dated from 1709. In

the ſpring of this year, a number of good houſeholders,

from Northampton and other places, moved into the

town, and the inhabitants were ſo increaſed, in about two

years, that they were incorporated with the privileges of

other towns. The planters were from a great variety of

places, but principally from Northampton and Hartford.

IN conſequence of letters from Governor Dudley, of

Boston, and from General Nicholſon, relative to the un

ſucceſsfulneſs of the late expedition, a ſpecial aſſembly

was called, November 3d, 1711. The deſign of it was

to conſult the best means of acquainting her majesty tru

ly how the affair was; what exertions the colonies had

made, and that it was not through any fault of theirs that

the enterpriſe was frustrated. It was judged best, that

the colonies ſhould make a joint repreſentation, and that

the pilots ſhould be ſent to England, to be examined and

declare before her majesty what they knew concerning

the ſhipwrcck. The aſſembly determined, that the af

fair was of great importance to the colonies; and that

John Mayhew, of New-London, who was the only pilot

from Connecticut, ſhould, forthwith, proceed to Great

Britain, with the pilots from Maſſachuſetts. It was alſo

reſolved jointly, with the other colonies, to petition her

majesty for another armament,iu the ſpring, to aflist them

in the reduction of Canada. In the petition from Con-p

necticut, the legiflature lamented the miſcarriage of the

expedition, and the fatal conſequences of it to theſe colo

_ nies. They repreſented it would put them to great ex

penſe to employ ſuch a number of men as were neceſſary

to defend ſuch extenſive frontiers as theirs were; and

that, after all their exertions, one family and town after

another would be ſwept away by the enemy. They ex

preſſed their apprehenſions, that unleſs another expedi

tion ſhould be undertaken against the enemy, they would,

in the ſpring, ſend outa greater number of ſcalping and

plundering parties, than they had done in the preceding

ears of the war; and that her majesty's ſubjects would

he greatly distreſſed. It was alſo ſuggested, that there

was danger that the enemy would draw off many of the

Indians who dwelt among them, as well as the Indians

of the Five nations, and engage them against the colqz.
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nies. It was alſo urged, that the colonies were of great BOOK I.

importance to her majesty's interest, and that it wouldw

be impolitic to ſuffer the enemy to poſſeſs ſo largea pro- 1713.

portion of her majesty's dominions in North America, as

they actually inhabited and claimed. lt was inſisted,

that, by the ſmiles of providence on her majesty's arms,

the ſettlements in Canada n'ight be eaſily reduced to her

majesty's obedience. They prayed her to revive the ex

pedition, and promiſed a cheerfu] obedience to her com

mands in contributing their proportion to the common

ſervice' .

THE petitions were ſent over ſeaſonably,and the pilot'

were a conſiderable time in London, waiting to be ex

amined and give information, relative to the loſs of the

tranſports, and the miſcarriage of the expedition. How

ever no examination was ever made concerning the fail

ure of the enterpriſe. It did not appear, that much had

been expected from it, in England, nor that people were

diſcontented at the iſſue,orinterestedthemſelvesvery great

ly in the affair. The court ſhewed no diſpoſition to .

make any further attempt upon Canada.

THE election in 1712 made little or no alteration with meek,"

reſpect to public officers. Nothing very material ap- May am,

pears to have been tranſacted this year. The legiſiaturc 17"-_

made the uſual proviſion for the defence of this colony

and the county of Hampſhire.

NATHAN Could, Eſquire, the deputy governor, was Regu'b

appointed chiefjudge of the ſuperior court. William tion eme

Pitkin, Richard Christophers, Peter Burr, and Samuel ſuperior

Bells, Eſquires, were appointed aſlistant judges. In the COUNMIY

abſence of the deputy governor, William Pitkin was ap- un'

pointed chief judge 3 and in caſeeither of the otherjudges

Were abſent, any one of the magistrates was authorized

to ſit in his stead. Until this time, the judges of the ſu

perior court had been allowed nothing more than the

fees of it. An act was therefore-paſſed, at the October

ſeflion, that the judges, for the time being, upon laying

their accounts before the aſſemby, ſhould be allowed an

honorable compenſation for their expenſes and ſervices.

ABOUT this time, the inhabitants of New-Milford were New,Mu_

  

incorporated and vested with town privileges.1- fordincor

potated

* Petition on file. Oct-9th.

1- About this time, William Patridge, Eſquire, of Newbury.

and Jonathan Belcher, of Boflon, opened a copper mine at Simſ

bury', and for their encouragement the aſſembly exempted the

'mner'z Operator' and labours from military duties, for the term

of four year'. '
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Boox l. A'r the election in May 1713, Mr. John Sherman,

wwho had been ſome time ſpeaker of the lower houſe, was

z7z3_ choſen into the magistracy.

In October 1687, a grant of lands, commonly called

Pomf'm the Maſhamoquet purchaſe, was made, by the general aſ

, ſembly, to Major James Fitch, Lieutenant William Rug
:7,3_ i gles,Mr. John Gore, Mr. John Pierpont,Mr.John Chand

ler, Mr. BenjaminSabin,Mr.Samuel Craft, Mr.J0hn Groſ

vehor, MrJoſeph Griffin, Mr. Samuel and John Ruggles,

and Mr. Nathan V'ilſon. The most of theſe planters were

from Roxbury in Maſſachuſetts. Some of them moved on

to the lands in 1686, before the grant was made. At the

ſeffion in May 1713, the inhabitants were incorporated

and vested with town privileges. The name was changed

from Maſhamoquet to Promfret.

IN 1 708, the aſſembly of Connecticut determined, that,

Settle- unleſs the province of Maſſachuſetts would accept of the

am: Of terms which they had propoſed, relative to the line be

wicth'uafi tween them, they would make application to her majesty,

ſachu. deſiring that orders might be given, that Maſſachuſetts

ſette. forthwith ſhould mutually join with Connecticut in run

ning and ſettling the boundary line between the colonies.

Maſſachuſetts, at that time, would not conſent to run the

line, as it had been propoſed. They would not grant,

that there had been any mistake in running it; butif

there had been, they inſisted, that, as it Was run ſo long

before the charter granted to Connecticut, and they had

been in poſſeſſion of the lands in controverſy for ſixty fix

years, and ſeveral towns and plantations had been ſettled

upon them, it was not then reaſonable to drawit into

question. The aſſembly of Connecticut therefore, 'in

1709, approved a letter, addreſſed to the Lords of trade,

giving reaſons why the line run by Woodward and Saffe

ry ought not to be establiſhed 3 and it ſeems to have been

the determination of the legiſlature to have appealed to

Reaſonsor her majesty with reſpect to the partition line; but ſeve

ſeifflng it ral circumstances finally prevented. Governor Dudley,

w'thout . . . -

an appm who was a man of uncommon intrigoe and duplicny, had

to her ma. many friends and great influence at court. Connccticut

Jelly. had no ſuch friends or influence with the court party.

Sir Henry Aſhurst, their agent for many yearS, appears

now to have been no more z and they had not yet ſuffi

c'F'It time to fix. upon and have proof of the fidelity and

abſhtl' Of another in his place. The colony was poor,

an? Had been put to great expenſe in defending itſelf a

gam the complaints of Governor Dudley, Lord Corn
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bury, and other enemies, and against the claims of Maſon Boox I.

and his party. The ministry were high tories, and in- VW

imical to all charter governments. The legiſlature were I713

apprehenſive that their enemies were again concerting

meaſures to deprive them of all the privileges, which they

had ſo dearly bought. Maſſachuſetts alſo, in ſome good

meaſure, agreed to part of the terms propoſed in 1708.

It was therefore, in full view of theſe circumstances,

judged most expedient to make the best ſettlement which

could be obtained, without an appeal to her majesty.

UBON the 13th of July 1713, commiſiioners, fully em- sente.

powered from each of the colonies, came to an agree- ment of

ment which was adopted by each court. They were b.0""d?'h

both careful to ſecure the property to the perſons to whom ffjſſxſiſh

they had made grants of lands, and to maintain the ju- ſcm,

riſdiction over the towns which they had reſpectively

ſettled. It was therefore expreſsly ſlipulated, as a pre

liminary, that the towns ſhould remain to the govern

ments, by which they had been ſettled; and that the

property of as many actes as ſhould appear to be gained,

by one colony from the other, ſhould be conveyed out of

other unimproved land,_as a ſatisfaction or equivalent.

With reſpect to about two miles, claimed by Windſor

upon the town of Suffield, concerning the validity of

which there had been a long contest, it was agreed, that,

if the tract fell within the line, it ſhould belong to Con'

necticut.

On running the line it was found, at Connecticut

river, to run ninety rods north of the northeast bounds of

Suffield z and it appeared, that Maſſachuſetts had en

eroached upon Connecticut 107,793 acres, running a

due west line from Woodward's and Saſſery's station.

Maſſachufctts made a grant of ſuch a quantity of land to

Connecticut, and it was accepted as equivalent. The

whole was fold, in ſixteen ſhares, in 1716, for the ſum

of £683 New-England currency.'* The money was ap

lied to the uſe of the college. - >

NOTWlTHSTANDING the long and expenſive contro- With

'erſy of Connecticut with the colony of Rhode-lſland, Rhode-Iſh

relative to the 'Narraganſet country, and notwithstandin and'

the king's commiſſioners, and attornies of the greatest '
 

* This was a little more than afarthing per acre, and ſhows of

what ſmall mlue land was esteemed at that day. lt affords alſo a

ſlrikingdcmonnration,that conſidering the expenſe of purcha

ſing them ofthe natives, and of defending them, they cost our

apceflora five, if-not ten times their value.
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Boox I. fame, determined, that the title was undoubtedly in the

w governor and company of this colony, yet it was judged

'713. expedient to give up the claim. Lands were of ſo littlev

value, and controverſies before king and council ſo expen

ſive, and the event ſo uncertain, that the legiflature de

termined rather to comply with GovernorWinthrop's and.

Clark's agreement, than to prolong the controverſy.

The court party both in King William's and ueen

Anne's reign, appeared reluctant to establiſh the charter

limits of Connecticut, at Narraganſet river and bay, oth

erwiſe they would have adviſed to establiſh the judgment

of the king's commiſiioners; and the king, or queen

would have adopted the ſame opinion, and establiſhed

the boundary according to the charter. The court prob

ably were influenced by political principles. The estab

liſhment of the eastern boundary of Connecticut, at Nar

raganſet river and bay, would have ruined Rhode-lfland,

by reducing them to limits too ſmall for a colony. Con

necticut was doubtleſs fully ſenſible of theſe diſpoſitions

of the ſovereigns and court of Great Britain, and it proh

ably operatcd as a strong motive to induce them to give

up their claim.

IN October 1702, a committee was appointed to make

a complete ſettlement of the boundary line between the

colonies, reſerving to all perſons concerned their entire

property in lands and buildings, according to the agree

ment of Governor Winthrop and Mr. Clark. On the

r ath of May 1703, the committees from the twc colonies

. agreed, U That the middle Channel of Pawcat'uck river,

U alias Narraganſet river, as it extends from the ſalt wa

' ter upwards, till it come to the mouth of Aſhaway

* river, where it falls into the ſaid Pawcatuek river, and

* from thence to run a straight line till it meet with the

' ſouthwest bounds or corner of Warwick grand pur

* chaſe, which extends twenty miles due west from a.

' certain rock lying at the out most point of Warwick

" neck, which is the ſoutheasterly bounds of ſaid pur

' chaſe', and from the ſaid ſouthwest bounds, or corner

a of ſaid'purchaſe, to run upon a due north line till it

' meet with the ſouth line of the province of Maſſachu

' ſetts Bay in New-England: This to be, and forever

" remain to be the fixed and stated line between the ſaid

' colonies of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland. Always

provided, and it is hereby intended, that nothing in

p the aforementioned agreement, or any clauſe thereof,

f* ſhall be taken or deemed to be the breach or making

'KK'IK'I
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void of the fourth article in the agreement made be

tween the agents of the ſaid colonies oſ Connecticut

and Rhode-Iiland, viz. John Winthrop, Eſquire, and

Mr. Daniel Clark, for maintaining property, (lated A

pril 7th, 1663, but that the ſame ſhall be kept and

justly performed, according to the true intent and

meaning thereof; and that all former grants and pur

chaſes, granted by, or made within either of the colo

nies and all other ancient grants confirmed by the any

thority of Connecticut colony within the townſhip of

Westerly, in the colony of Rhode-Illand, ſhall be duly'

preſerved and maintained, as fully and amply, to all

intents and purpoſes, as if they were lying or continc'

ued within the bounds of the colony, by the authority

oſ which it was granted or purchaſed."*

NOTWlTHsTANDlNG this agreement, Rhode-Ifland,

about this time, diſowned its authenticity, pretending

that their commiſſioners were not empowered to conclude

fully and finally upon ſuch ſettlement. The cauſe was

heard by the king in council, ſome years after, and dea

cided according to the agreement of the commiſſioners

as stated above.

SEPTEMBER 27th, r 728, the line was finally aſcertained

and distinguiſhed by proper monuments and boundaries;

Roger Wolcott, James Wadſworth, and Daniel Palmer,

on the part of Connecticut, and William Wanton, Ben

jamin Ellery, and William Jenckes, in behalf of Rhode

Ifland, were the committees for the running and final

fixing of the line.

No colony, perhaps, had ever a better right to the

lands compriſed in its original patent than Connecticut,

yet none has been 'more unfortunate with reſpect to the

loſs of territory. King Charles the ſecond, in ſaVOr of

his brother the Duke of York, granted a great part of the

lands contained within its original limits to him, and the

legiflature, for fear of offending thoſe royal perſonages

and loſing their charter, gave up Long-Illand and agreed

to the ſettlement of the boundary line with the king's

commiffioners. For the reaſons which have been ſugz

gested they lost a conſiderable tract on the north and on

'he east. Indeed, conſidering the enemies and difficul

'ies with which they had to combat, it is admirable that
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they retained ſo much territory, and ſo nobly defended

their juſt rights and liberties.

THE peace of Utrecht was ſigned by the plenipoten

tiaries of Great Britain and France March 3oth, 1713.

Official accounts of the pacification and orders for imme

diately proclaiming the peace were received by the gov

ernor of Connecticut, on the 22d of August. The gov

ernor having called together the deputy governor and

council, they, on the 26th, made a formal proclamation

of peace between the two nations.

Upon the paciſication with France, the lndians buried

the hatchet, and peace, with her olive branch, once more

gladdened the colonies.

Coxxzc'ncur had not been leſs fortunate in this,

than in former wars. A ſingle town had not been loſt,

nor had any conſiderable number oſ the inhabitants fallen

by the hands oſ the enemy. In Philip's, King William's,

and Ween Anne's wars, Connecticut loſt only the buil

dings and part of the effects of one town. The inhab

itants of Symſbury, when conſisting of about forty fami

lies, as the tradition is, ſuppoſing themſelves in danger

oſ a ſurpriſe, by the enemy, buried a conſiderable part of

their effects, and generally removed back to Windſor.

The enemy, finding the town nearly deſerted, ſell upon

it, burned the buildings and captivated ſeveral of the in

habitants. When the people moved back, ſuch an alter

ation had been made, by the burning of the buildings and

the growth of weeds and buſhes, that the particular ſpot

m which they 'had buried their effects could not be found

and they were never recovered. This moſt probably was

m the ſPrmg of 1676, when the Narraganſet and other

Indians appeared in ſtrong parties upon the river above.

THE expenſe of this war was very conſiderable. Some

years the colony paid a tax of about ſeven pence and eight

Pcnce 0n_ the pound, on the whole list oſ the colony.

Peſidess lt was found neceſſary to emit, at ſeveral times,

mm, June l799, to October 1713, £33,Soo in bills of

Fred'fi' PTPVlſfon had been made, by acts of aſſembly,

are; egg-par m of the whole, within the term of about

ſhouſazld poffllſ: ſheltermmation _of the_war. Twenty

"13" The e Firm) y were in circulation m October

a law of the ml ions were all m the ſame form, and, by

in a" paymeffllony, the hills of each were to be received

than mone "tss at the treaſury, at five per cent, better

bill. ln afi' 21: more than expreſſed on the face of the

o e' Payments, it was enacted, that they
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ſhould be received as money. So ſmall was the ſum,

and ſuch was the advance at which the bills were receiv

ed at the treaſury, that they appear to have ſuffered little

or no depreciatiou. As ſome of the ſmall bills had been

altered, and the ſum expreſſed made greater than in the

original ones, the aſſembly paſſed an act for calling them

all in, and emitting £2o,ooo in new bills, which the

treaſurer was directed to iſſue.

AFTER purſuing the history of the colony nearly eighty

years, from the commencement of its first ſettlements, it

appears that, notwithstanding the many wars, numerous

hardſhips, and difficulties with which it had almost con

tinually to combat, its progreſs in numbers, plantations,

huſbandry, wealth, and commerce were conſiderable.

WlTHm the colony, and under its juriſdiction, were

fhirty eight taxable towns, and forty ſent deputies.

COUNTIES and Towns October 8th, 1713.
  

County aſ Time of I Lebanon incorpora

HARTFORD. Settlement. ted 1697

Hartſord 163 5 Voluntown 1 700

'Wethersfield I 634 Pomſrct incorpora

Windſor , 1635 ted 1713"

Farmington I 644 Counly qf Time of

Middlctown 1 65 r NEW-HAVEN. Settlemmt.

Symſhury 1670 New-Haven r 63 8

Haddam 1 668 Milford 1639

Glastenbury made a Guilford 1639

town _ 1 690 Branford 1 644

'Waterbury [686 Wallingford r 670

Windham 1697. East-Haven 1 607

Plainfield r 689 a Derby 1 67;

East-Haddam 1 7 1 3 Durham 1 699

Canterbury I 703 New-Milford 1 7 r 3?

Mansfield I 703" County qf Time of

Colchester 1 699 FAIRFIELD- Settlemmt.

Hebron 1 704* Fairfield '639

Killingly I 708* Stratford 1639

Coventry r 709" Greenwich 1644

County of Time eſ Stamford I 64 r

NzW-LONDON. Settlement. Norwalk 16; t

New-London a r 648 Woodbury incorpo- .

Saybrook 1639 rated 1654

Norwich r 660 Danbury 1693

Lyme 1 667 New-Town incorpo

Stonington 1658 rated 1713"

Killingworth 1663 Ridgefield incorpo

Preston 1 686 rated 1 709'.

 

BOOK I.

w

17r3. .

Number

of mwns,

andthe

time of

ſettlement

or incor

peration.



'75 THE HISTORY CHAP.XV1H.

Boott I.

w

'713

IT was customary with the aſſembly, from the first ſet

tlement of the colony, to releaſe the inſant towns two,

three, or four years, at firſt, from all taxea to the com

monwealth; and eſpecially this was the univerſal prac

tice while they were building meeting-houſes and ſettling

ministers. For theſe reaſons, the eight towns marked

with asteriſms, at this time, appear to have been releaſed

from public taxation.

ATT'SMPTS had been made for the ſettlement of Aſh

' ford, two families moved on to the lands in 1710 and

List of the

colony,

numbero

militiaand

inhabi

tants.

Shipping.

Towns

granted &

ſettled by

Maſſachu

ſetts.

began ſettlements, but it was not incorporated until

October 1714. The aſſembly had alſo appointed corm

mittees and paſſed ſeveral acts reſpecting the ſettlement

of New-Fairfield but it does not appear to have been in

corporated at this time. Excluſive oſ the towns on Long

Iſland, and ſome others in New-York, and the town of

Wcsterly in Rhode-llland, Connecticut had ſettled forty

five towns under its own juriſdiction. Forty of them

ſent deputies. The houſe of repreſentatives, when full

conſtstcd of eighty members.

THE grand list of the colony was £28t,083. The

militia conſisted of a regimcnt in each county, and a

mounted to nearly four thouſand effective men. The

number of inhabitants was about ſeventeen thouſand.

THE ſhipping conſisted of two brigantines, about

twenty ſloops, and ſome other ſmall veſſels. The num

ber of ſeamcn did not exceed a hundred and twenty.

THERE were three conſiderable towns in the colony

under the government of Maſſachuſetts, Suffield, Enſield,

and Woodstock. Suffield and Enfield were part of

Springfield, which _was purchaſed by Mr. Pyncheon and

his company of the natives, the original proprietors of

the ſoil. This town ſhip, like Windſor, was oſ great ex

tent. At first it was ſuppoſed to belong to Connecticut,

and it always would have done had not the bounda

line been fixed contrary to the expectations of the fill-il

planters. In 1670 a grant of Suffield was made to Ma

jor John Pyncheon, Mr. Elizur Holyoke, Mr. Thomas

Cooper, Mr. Benjamin Cooly, George Cotton, and Row

land Thomas, by the general court of Maſſachuſetts, as a

committee to lay it out and plant a townſhip. And

about that time it was ſettled, and incorporated with

town privileges.

ENFIELD was ſettled by people from Maſſachuſetts, a

bout _the year 1681. A grant of the townſhip, which is

ſi! lmlcs ſquare, was made to ſeveral planters about two
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years before. The plantera came on with numbers and BOOK I. i

strength. They brought with them two young gentle-w

men, one Mr. Whittenton for a ſchoolmaster, and Mr. 1713

Welch a candidate for the ministry to be their preacher.

lntheyear 1769, the number of families in the town was

214,and the numberof inhabitants was r,380. The town

was named after one of the ſame name in England."P

COURTS in Connecticut.

THE general court, or aſſembly in May and October. calm, 3:

The ſeſſions, at this period, generally, did not exceed ten judges.

or twelve days. The expenſe of government was very

inconſiderable. The expenſe of the two ſeſſions annu

ally hardly amounted to 400. The ſalary of the gov

ernor was £2oo, and that of the deputy governor £50.

The whole expenſe oſ government, probably did not ex

ceed eight hundred pounds annuallynf

THE Superior court, which was 'made circular in '71 r.

At the May ſeffion, 17! 1, it was enactcd, that there

ſhould be one ſuperior court of judicature over the whole

colony :'1'hat this court ſhould be holden annually, within

and for the county of Hartford on the third Tueſdays in

March and September: Within and for the county of

New-Haven on the ſecond Tueſdays in March and Sep

tember: Within and for the coun'ty of Fairfield, at Fair

field, on the first Tueſdays in March and September ; and

within and for the county of New-London on the fourth
Tueſdays in ſaid months. . ſi

Tr-us court conſisted of one chiefjudge and four other

judges, three of whom made a quorum. The judges of

the court were all magistrates. William Pitkin, Eſquire,

was chief judge. Richard Christophcrs, Peter Bun',

Samuel Eells, and John Haynes, Eſquires, were aſſistant

judges. The wages of the chief judge was ten ſhillings

a day, while on the public ſervice. The other judges

were allowed the fees, by law, payable to the bench.

THE inferior, or county courts. At the ſeſſion in

Ma 1665, counties were first made. From that time

each' county had a court of its own. This, after a few

years, from its first institution, confisted of a chief judge

and four justices of the quorum. The buſineſs of theſe

courts has been already ſufficiently noticed.

 

_* With reſpect to Woodstock there are no reeorda or

mmute'. _

+ The expenſe of government in Connecticut did not generally \

amount to the ſalary of a king's governor.
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Boorc I.

_ w ing of one judge and a clerk.

1713.

IN each county there was a court of probates, conſist

In this all testamentary

affairs were managed. From this court appeals might

be had to the county court. One of the magistrates of

the county was commonly judge of this court. It met

frequently, buſineſs was done with eaſe and diſpatch, and

with little expenſe to the fatherleſs and widow.

The mauuſacturesof Connecticut at this time,were very ,

inconſiderable. There was but one clothier in the colony.

The most he could do was to full the cloth which was

made. A great proportion of it was worn without ſhear

ing or preſſingfi'" *

THE trade oſ the colony was not conſiderable. Its

foreign commzrce was indeed next to nothing. The on

ly articles exported directly from it to Great Britain were

turpentine, pitch, tar, and fur. But theſe more general

ly were ſent directly to Boston or New-York, and were

traded for ſuch European goods as were conſumed in the

colony. lts principal trade was with Boston, New-York,

and the West-Indies. To the two former they traded in

the produce of the colony, wheat, rye, barley, indian

corn, peas, pork, beeſ, and fat cattle.

To the West-Indies the merchants exported horſes,

staves, hoops, pork, beef, and cattle. In return they re

ceived rum, ſugar, molaſſes, cotton wool, bills of ex

change, and ſometimes ſmall ſums of money. But little

more was imported, than was ſound neceſſary for home

conſumption.

At this period there was not a printer in the colony.

For this reaſon a great proportion of the laws were only

in manuſcript. The aſſembly had now deſired the gov

ernor and council to procure a printer to ſettle in the

colony. It was determined ſoon to reviſe and print the

laws which made the aſſembly more urgent in the affair

at that time The council obtained Mr. Timothy Green,

a deſcendant of Mr. Samuel Green of Cambridge in Maſ

ſachuſetts, the first printer in North-America. The aſ

ſembly for his encouragement agreed that he ſhould be

printer to the governor and company and that he ſhould

have fifty pounds, the ſalary of the deputy governor, an

nually. He was obliged to print the election ſermons,

the proclamatians for fasts and thankſgivings, and laws

which were enacted at the ſeveral ſeſſions of the aſſembly.

In 1714', he came into Connecticut, and fixed his reſi

 

' * Anſwer to questionefrom the lords of trade and plantation',

710
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dence at New-London. He and his deſcendants were, BOOK I.

for a great number of years, printers to the governor andw

company of Connecticut.* A. the period to which the 1713.

history is brought down, almost all that part of the colony

on the east ſide of Connecticut' was ſettled. Aſhſord,

Tolland, Staſſord, Bolton, and two or tl ree other towns

have been ſettled in that part of the colony, and the great

est part of the county of Litchſield ſince. The ſettle

ment of theſe has been attended with little difficulty in

compariſon with what was experienced in the planting

and defending of the former. .

WHO can contemplate the hardſhips,rlab0rs, and dan

gers Of our ancestors, their ſelf-denial magnanimity, firm

neſs, and perſeverance, in defending theirjust rights, and

the great expenſe, though they were poor, at which they

maintained and tranſmitted the fairest inheritance to us,

and not highly esteem and venerate their characters P If

they had ſome imperfections, yet had they not more ex

cellencies, and did they not effect greater things, for them

ſelves and posterity, than men have generally done P Is

it poſſible to review the ſufferings, dangers, expenſe of

blood and treaſure, with which cur invaluable iberties,

civil and religious, have been tranſmitted to us, and not

esteem them precious ? Not most vigilantly and vigorouſly

defend them P Shall we not at all hazards, maintain and

perpetuate them P Can we contemplate the ſobriety, wiſ

dom, integrity, industry, econcmy, public ſpirit, peace

ableneſs, good order, and other virtues, by which this re

public hath ariſen from the ſmallest beginnings, to its

preſent strength, opulence, beauty, and reſpectability and

not admire thoſe virtues ? Not be convinced of their high

importance to ſociety ? Shall we not make them our own ?

And by the constant practice of them hand down our

distinguiſhed liberties, dignity and happineſs to the latest

ages ?

 

* The first printer in this colony was Thomas Short. He was

recommended to the colony by Mr. Green. He came to New

London about the year 1709. In 1710, he printed Say-brook Plat

form, and ſoon after died.
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Booxl. CHAPTER'XIX.

WV A PIEW ofthe churche: ofConnecticut,from 1665, to I 7 14,

_ continuedfrom chapter XIII. The general zſſmbly ap-

point a ſynod to determine point: tff religiouſ controverſy.

The minister: decline meeting under the name of a ſynod.

The aſſembly alter the name, and require them to meet a: a

general eſſmhly of the minister: and churche; of Conne-cti

cut. Seventeen question: were propoſed to the affivnhly to

he dſſvſſd and anſwered. The zſſvnhly of minister: and

churche: meet and diſeust the questionſ. The legiflature

declare, that they had not been decided, and give intima

tio'u that they did not dffire, that the ministerſ andchurche:

of Conneflicutſhould report their opinion upon them. They

exþrdi their dffim ofa larger councilfrom Mffzchuſett:

and New-Plimouth. The Reverend Air. Davenport re

move: to Boflon. Dſſ'ffion at IVindſor. Mr. Bulkley

and Mr. Fitch are appointed by the aſſembly to deviſe ſome

'way in 'which the churche: might wall: together, not-with

standing their dff-rent opinion: relative to the ſuhject: o

haþtiſm, church communion, and the mode of church diſcr

pline. The church at Hartford dividex, and Mr. Whi

ting and hie adherent: are alſo-wed to practist upon congre

gatioun/principleſ. The churchat Straffirdallowed to di- t

'vide and hold distinct meetingſ. Mr. [Ya/her and hit
ſihearerr, upon advice, remove andsttlle the townAWood

h- . Death: and character: of the Reverend effieur:

fig" Davenport and john Warham. General attempt:

for a reflyrmation of manners. Religion:state ofthe colony

in [680. Attempttflr the instruction and chriflianizing

'ſthe Indian: in Connecticut. Act of the legi/lature reſl

pecting Windſor. The people there required peareahl] to

ſettle andſupport Aſr. Alather. O-wning or ſulstrihing

the rout-nant introduced at Hart ord. College flunded,

and trusteei incorporated. Worſh/'þ according to the mode

of the church of England perfbrmed, in thiſ colony, at
Stratford. Epi/ſicopal church gathered there. Act of uſ

ſe'nhly requiring the minister: and churche: o Gonnecticut

to meet andform a religion: constitution. T meet and

compile the Saybrooh Platform. Article: of dz/'Et'þli/le.

Act ofthe legistature adapting the Platfor'n. Afficiationr,

conjociationr. General aſſſiociation. It: recommendution:

relative to the examination of candidate: fir the minſſrr,

afld OſPqstor: elect previou: to their ordinaticn. Miniſ

t'No Churcher, and eccleſizz/ticalſocietie: in Connecticut in

1 _3* _Dtgrte of instruction. The whole number aſ

"is/ler: m the colonyfrom itxstttlement to that period.

\
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LTHOUGH the legiflature of Connecticut, during BOOK I.

thc controverſy reſpecting the union of thew

colonies, judged it expedient, to tranſact nothing rel- 1666. 1

ative to the religious controverſies then in the country,

yet, as ſoon as the union was well establiſhed, they en

tered ſeriouſly upon meaſures to bring them to a final iſ

ſue. For this purpoſe they paſſed the following act. oct "thy

U THis court doth conclude to conſider oſ ſome way 1666.

U or means to bring thoſe eccleſiastical matters, that are \ct ap_

U in difference it. the ſeveral plantations, to an iſſue,by painting a

" stating ſome ſuitable accommodation and expedient ſyllod

fl thereunto. And do therefore order, that a ſynod be

a called to conſider and debate thoſe matters; and that

" the questions preſented to the elders and ministers,

U that are called to this ſynod, ſhall be publicly diſputed

U to an iſſue. And this court doth conſer power to this

" ſynod, being met and constituted, to order and me

U thodize the diſputation, ſo as may most conduce, in

" their apprehenſion, to attain a regular iſſue of their

'5 debates."

THE court ordered, that all the preaching elders, or

ministers who were or ſhould be ſettled in this colony,

at the time appointed ſor the meeting of the ſynod,

ſhould be ſent to, to attend as members oſ it. It was

alſo ordered by the legiflature, that Mr. Mitc'hel, Mr.

Brown, Mr. Shcrman, and Mr. Glover, of Maſſachuſetts,

ſhould be invited to aſiist as members of the ſynod. lt

was alſo ordered, that upon the meeting of a majotity of

the preaching elders in the colony, they ſhould proceed

as a ſynod. Further, it Was enacted, that the questions

propoſed by this aſſembly, ſhould be the questions to be

diſputed by the ſynod. 'l'he meeting of the ſynod was

appointed on the third Wedneſday in May 1667. The

ſecretary was directed to tranſmit to all the ministers in

this colony, and thoſe invited from the Maſſachuſetts, a.

copy oſ this act of aſſembly and of the questions to be

diſputed.

IT ſeems, that the ministers had objections to meeting

as a ſynod, and to the order oſ the aſſembly vesting them

with ſynodical powers. Numbcrs oſ the ministers and

churches appear to have been too jealous for their liber

ties to admit of the authority oſ ſynods appointed by the Name of

aſſembly. The legiſlature, to eaſe this difficulty, in their the coun

May ſeflion, judged it expedient to alter the name of the almeſ?

wuucil, and to call it as aſſembly of the ministers oſ 'war *

0 O
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BOOK 1. Connecticut, called together by the 'gent-ral court, for

w tthe diſcuffing ofrthe questions stated according'to their

1667. former order.

THE aſſembly oſ ministers convened at the time ap

The ar' -pointed, and having converſed on thequestions, and voted

not to diſpute them publicly, adjourned until die fall,

man determining then to meet again, and make 'their report,

ſhould it be the deſire oſ the legiſlature. The queſtions

'were the ſame which had been exhibited vten years be

fore) The ſame points oſ controverſy still -ſubſi'sted.

The churches continued in their former strict method of

admitting members to their communion, and maintained

their right to chooſe their ministers, without any control

&rom the towns or pariſhes of which they were a part.

It doe' not appear, that one 'church in the colony had

yet conſented to the baptiſm oſ child-ren upon their pa

rents owning the covenant, as it was then called. lt was

inſisted, as neceſſary to the baptiſm of children, "that one

of the parents, at least ſhould be a member in full comb

munion with the church, and in regular standing.

l'r ſeems, that the aſſembly's particularly inviting the

Dcngn of gentlemen from the Mafl'achuſetts, in their name, to at:

inming tend the general aſſembly of ministers and churches, was

ministers to enlighten and ſoften the minds of the ministers of

from the Connecticut in thoſe points, and to obtain a majority in

HRZRCM' the aſſembly for a leſs rigid mode of proceeding. Mr.

' Mitchel was the most powerful diſputant of his day, in

New-England, in favor of the baptiſm oſ children upon

their parents owning the covenant, though they neglect

ed to obey and honor Christ in attending the ſacrameut

oſ the Lotm's Supper. -It appeared, however, that th's

party were not able to carry any point in the aſſembly,

and that the questidns were not likely to be determined

according to the wi es of the majority of the legiſlature.

Neaſures were therefore adopted to prevent 'the meeting

and reſult of the aſſembly, at their adjournment in the

fall. ' -

lN September, the commiffioners of the Unitcd colo

nies met at Hartford, and they interpoſed in the affiair.

SSZOL'F'IM *l hey reſolved, " That when questions of public concern

commit; K ment, about matters of ſaith and order, do ariſe in any

Sancta -" colony, that the deciſion thereof ſhould be referred to

3'Þt- " a ſynod, or council of meſſengers of churches, indiſ

"67' '* =ſerent17 called out of theUnit'ed colonies, by an orderly

95

 

* See chapter Xlll. p. 316, sw
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't agreement oſ all the' general courts', and> that the place

'5 of' meeting be at or near Boston." This vote was

doubtleſs-obtained by the art' oſ thoſe gentlemen, among

the civilians and ministers, who wiſhed to prevent the

meeting oſ the aſſembly of ministers and their reſulting

upon the questions.

THEReverendelders Warham, Hoolter, and Whiting,

in a writing under their hands, repreſented to the aſſem

bly, at their ſeſiion in October, that it was the deſire of

the aſſembly of ministers, that there might be a more

general meeting of. ministers from Maſſachuſetts, to aſſist

'm the conſideration and deciſion of the questions propo

ſed. lt was alſo repreſented to the aſſembly, that though

they and others were for diſputing the questions publicly,

and offered to do it, yet the major part of the aſſembly

refuſed the offer. '

TI-m Reverend Mr. Bulhley and Mr. Haynes, on the

other hand, in a letter addreſſed by them to the aſſembly,

repreſented, that the aſſembly had authorized a ma'or part

of the ministers to methodize the proceedings of, the aſ

ſembly, and that a majority were against a public diſ

putation of the questions: That it was viewed as what

. would diſhonor Gan, diſſerve the peace and edification of

file churches and the general interests oſ religion, and it

was judged most. expedientto deliberate upon and decide

the questions among themſelves, as was uſual in councils,

without. a- public diſputation. They therefone obſerved)

that whatever fair offers were made them to_diſpute the

questions publicly, they could not conſistently do it, as it

was contrary to a. major vote of the aſſembly of the mins

ilters, and in- their opinion would diſſerve the interest of

the churches. With reſpect to the preſent application

unde by Meſſrs. Warham, Hooker, and Whiting, they

obſerved, that it appeared strange to them, as a conſider

'ble number of the ministers were poſitively against it,

and: others were neuter and not in the vote for a more

general council, and that it was the vote of the aſſembly

of! ministers to meet again on the third Wedneſday in Oc

wber. They aſſured the legiſinture,that they were ready

nd determined to obey all their lawful commands, and

drey deſired' information from them, whether the aſſem

bly otministersſhould- meet again, according to adjoum

ment, or. not P The general aſſembly voted, that the queſ
dſionshadnotbeen decided, and deſired the ſe'eral churche'

andtplantatiorn-in. the colony to ſend their teaching' el

der', autbeiemexpenſstofitin council, with ſuch of

Boore La
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1667'.
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of Meſſrs.

Bulkley de

Haynes.
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BOOK I.

L/W

3097.

the elders of Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth as ſhould be ap

pointed, to conſider and determine the points in contro

verſy. The aſſembly deſired, that the general court of

_ Maſſachuſetts might be certified of the affair, and would

The

church at

Br iston

c' offlſc

Mr. Dav

enport for

their paſs

tor,

HF "3 l

Wmts to

oſton.

appoint time and place for the meeting of a ſynod, iſ they

ſhouldjudge it expedient.

WHETHER the aſſembly really wiſhedvto have a gene

ral council, or whether this was onlv a matter of policy to
vprevent a determination of the questions contrary to their'

wiſhes, is not certain. No general council however was

called z nor does it appear, that any motion was made af

terwards for that purpoſe. Indeed the legiſlarure ſeem

to have fallen under the conviction, that the clergy and

churches would not give up their private opinions, in

faith and practice, to the deciſions of councils ; that hon

est men would think differently, and that they could not

he convinced and made of one mind by diſputing. No

further attempts were ever made by them, to bring thoſe

points to a public diſcuſſion.

WHlLE theſe affairs were tranſacting in Connecticut,

a remarkable tranſaction t00k place in the first church

at Boston, and the most conſiderable in New-England.

Their pastor, the Reverend Mr. Wilſon, was one of the

ſynod in 1662, and one who adopted its determinations

relative to the ſubjects of baptiſm. His church alſo ap

peared to have conſented to the practice of admitting

perſons to own their covenant and bring their children

to baptiſm. Nevertheleſs, after Mr. Wilſon's deceaſe,

they elected the Reverend Mr. Davenport of New-Ha

ven ſor their pastor, as the only gentleman worthy to ſuc

ceed the distinguiſhed lighte, which had illuminated that

golden candlestick. He had publicly written against the

ſynod, and was one of the most strict and rigid ministers,

with reſpect to the admiſſion of members to full com

munion, the ſubjects oſ baptiſm, and with reſpect t'

church diſcipline, in New-England. He had now arri

ved nearly to ſeventy years of age, yet, in '667, Upon the

application of the church and congregation at Boston he

accepted their invitation and the next year removed to

that capital. He had been about thirty years minister at

New-Haven, had been greatly esteemed and beloved by

his flock. This circumstance, with his advanced, eriod

of life, made his removal very remarkable. His c urch

Thd people were exceedingly unwilling that he ſhould

gave them, and it ſeems, never formally gave their con.

du' The affalr, on the whole, was unhappy. I; cha!
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ſioned a ſeparation from the first church in Boston; and BOOK I.

the church and congregation, at New-Haven, for manyw

years, remained in an uncomfortable state unable to unite 1057.

in the choice of any perſon to take the pastoral charge of'

them.

THE town of Windſor had, for many vears. been alonnten

most in perpetual controverſy, relative to the ſettlement Wl'sd?

of a minister. After Mr. Warham became advanced in m or'

years, he wiſhed for a colleague, to allist him in ministe

rial labors. Various young gentlemen were invited to

preach in the town ; but ſuch as one part of the people

choſe for the minister, the other would violently oppoſe.

Sometimes one party would appear with great zeal for

one candidate, and the other would strive with equal en

gagedneſs for another. ln ſuch caſe advice had been

given, that both the perſons, for whcm they were thus

contending, ſhould leave the town, and that application

ſhould be made to ſome other candidatc Much heat

and obstinacy, however, continued between the parties,

and all attempts to unite them were unſucceſsful. It

ſeems, that their paſiions were ſo inflamed, that, upon

occaſion of their meetings, their language and deportment

were unbrotherly and irritating. One Mr. Chauncy was

new preaching in the town, and parties were warmly en

gaged for and against him. The general aſſembly, in Act out:

this state of their affairs, enacted, " That all the frcemen (Emuy ſo

U and houſeholders in Windſor and Maſſacoe ſhould meet ſpccting

U at the meetinghouſe, on Monday morning next, by _lhe inhab

" ſun an hour high, and bring in their votes for a min- Bag" h

" ister, to Mr. Henry Wolcott: That thoſe who were 166730" '

U for Mr. Chauncy to be the ſettled minister of Wind

" ſor, bring in a written paper, and thoſe who were not

" for him to give inþ paper without any writing upon it t

i' That the inhabitants during the meeting forbear all

fl diſcourſe and agitation oſ any matter, which may ſerve

5' to provoke and disturb each other's ſpirits, and when

fl the meeting is over return to their ſeveral occaſions."

Mn. Wolcott reported to the aſſembly the state of the

town, that there were eighty ſix votes for Mr. Chauncy

and fifty five against him. The aſſembly, upon the peti

tion oſ the minor party, and a full view of the state of the

tOWn, ave them liberty to ſettle an orthodox minister a

mong emſelves, and to the church and majority of the * \

town to ſettle Mr. Chauncy, if they judged it expedient.

It was enacted, that the minority ſhould pay Mr. Chaun

cy until they ſhould obtain another minister to preach and
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BOOK l 'efide in the town. Mr. Chauncy was not finally orddno

wed, but the affair was carried ſo far that a ſeparation.m

'667. ſoon after made in the church, and a. distinct- chuteh ma'

fat-med by the minonty. The town continued in anun

happy state of diviſion, for about ſixteen years fromthit

tune.

Tun legiflature, having given one: all further atte

to compoſe the diviſions in the colony, by public diſputa

Attempt tion andthe deciſions of general councils, determined to

ſo" Ph" purſue a different courſe. They conceivedthe deſign 08

ZLZZFFM uniting the churches in ſome general plan of clile

chmchcſi communion and diſcipline, by which they might walle,

notwithstanding their different ſentiments, in points oB

leſs importance. With this view, an act paſſed authorine

ing the Reverend Meſſieurs James Fitch, Gerſhom Bull-r.

ley, Joſeph Eliot, and Samuel Wakeman to meet at Say

brook, and deviſe a way in which this deſirable purpoſp

mightbe effected. This appears to have been the first:

step towards forming a religious constitution. From- this

time it became more and more a general object of deſire

and purſuit, though many years elapſed before the work

could be accompliſhed.

No'rwſſusnmmuc the diviſions in the church al'

Hartford; ſome years ſince, lnd been ſo,- ſar compoſed and

dffldtgd healed, that it had-been kept together until this time, yeo

into two them were really: different. ſentiments among the breth

churchu. ten, and' between the ministers, relative to the qualifiea

tions of church members, the ſubjersx of baptiſm, and

the mode of diſcipline. Mr. Whiting mdpm-c oftho

church. were zealous for the strictly congregational way',

a' it has been called, practiſed by the ministers andI

churches at their first coming into New-England. Mr.

Haynee and a majority o£ the congrQation were not-leſs

mgged against itt The difference became ſo-great, that'

it was judgedzexpedient, both by- ane eccleſiastical. council'

nd theafl'embly, that the church-and town lhouldbedi

vided. An eccleſiastical council' having first- adviſedro a

diviſnn, the general- aflhmbly, in; Octohen '669, paſſed

the followingxact.

'- Upon che-petition preſentedby Joſeph Whiting,_&o..

Aft of aſ. *'\ 'niting-court, for. a distinct walking. in, congregationah

(V '5 churchorder, as hath been. ſettlnd according taches

zit. u comcilvof'the elders, tho conrt dothr commend-in to'

zhhztcflzrcafir Hartfordi to take ſome. effectual courſe,

_- iting, &e. practiſethe congwpimdl" "aſ, 'him Whmnzyeithor from preaching. oe

'668
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fl_ practice, diverſely to their just offence; welked-[grant Bad' I.

\ " their loving conſent to their brethren to walk distinct,w

K according to ſuch their oongrogational principles ; No'

u which this court allows liberty in Hartford to be done.

A 'But itſ both theſe be refuſed and neglected by the

U church, then theſe brethren may, in any regular way,

'i relieve themſelves without offence to this court."

THE next zFebruary, Mr. Whiting and his adherents

reſolved and covenanted in the manner following, and

formed the ſecond church in Hartford.

** Havmc had the conſent and countenance ofthe Pulm

*' general court, and the advice of an eccleſiastical coun- gonsf'hc

a cil to encourage us in embodying as a church by our- fgfſiiſic;

I' ſelvee, aecordingly upon the day of completing our diſ- [he ſecond

U (inct ſtate, (viz. February rath, 1669+) this paper church.

U was read before the meſſengers of the churches and

V conſentedto by ourſelves. Viz.

U Tue holy providence of the Morr chr-r ſo diſpoſ

-" ing, that public oppoſition and disturbance hath, oſ late

U years, been given, both by preaching and practice, to

W the congregational way of church order, by all man

4' ner of orderly establiſhments ſettled, and for a long

" time unanimoufly approved and peaceably practiſed in

" this place, all endeavours alſh (both among ourſelves

" and from abroad) with due patience therein, proving

" fruitleſs and unſucceſsful to the removing oſ that dif

'3 turbance ; We, whoſe names are after mentioned,be

W ing adviſed by a council of the neighbouring churches,

' and allowed alſo by the honorable general court,to

diſpoſe ourſelves into a capacity of distinct walking, in

order to a peaceable and edifying enjoyment of all

God's holy ordinances, Do declare, that according to

the light we have hitherto received, the forementioned

" congregational way (for the ſubstance of it) as former

'7 ly ſertled, profeſſed and practiſed under the guidance

t of the firstleaders of this church of Hartſord, is the

*' way of Christ; and that as ſuch we are bound in duty

W carefully to obſerve and attend it, until ſuch further

'* light, (about any particular points of it) ſhall appear to

*.* us, from the ſcripture, as may lead us, with joint or

'1 general ſatisfaction, to be otherwiſe perſuaded. Some

167'.
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' Pnrtie' ran high at this time in the crlnny ; four afiistant'and

fourteen deputicadiſſented, and deſired their diſſent and name'

to be recorded.

+ This, according to the preſent mode of dating, na' Pcbrua

'r 1670. * '
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BOOK I. U main heads or principles of which congregational way

VW U of church order are thoſe that follow. Viz.

16;o. U 1. That viſible ſaints are the only fit matter, and

U conſcderation the only form of a viſible church.

U 2. That a competent number of viſible ſaints,(with

U their ſeed) embodied by a particular covenant are a

U true, distinct, and entire church of CHRIST.

U 3. That ſuchaparticular church, being organized,

U or having furniſhed itſelf with thoſe officers which

U Christ hath appointed, hath all power and privileges of

U a church belonging to it.

U ln ſpecial,

U l. To admit or recieve members.

U a. To deal with, and if need be, reject offenders.

U 3. To administer and enjoy all other eccleſiasti

U cal ordinances within itſelf.

U 4. That the power of guidance, or leading, belonge

U only to the elderſhip, and the power of judgment,

U conſent or privilege belongs to the fraternity, or breth

U ren in full communion.

U 5. That communion is carefully to be maintained

U cbetween the churches of CHRIST according to his or

U er.

U 6. That counſel, in caſes of difficulty, is to be ſought

U and ſubmitted to according to GOD."

Havmc made this declaration the brethren proceeded

to covenant in the following manner.

U SlNCE it hath pleaſed Cor), in his infinite mercy, to

U manifest himſelf willing to take unworthy ſinners near

U unto himſelf, even into covenant relation to and inter

't eſt in him, to become a GOD to them, and avouch

U them to be his people, and accordingly to command

U and encourage them to give up themſelves and their

U children alſo to him ;

U Wrs do therefore,this day,in the preſene of GoD,his

.U holy angels and this aſſembly, avouch the LORD JEHO

U VAH, the true and living Goo,even Cor) the FATHER,

U the Son, and the Hour Gnosr to be our GOD, and

" _8"'e Iill) ourſelves and ours alſo unto him, to be his ſub

I: Jccts' mld ſewants s promiſing through grace and

a strengltlziin CHRIST 'Without whom we can do nothing)

a 'OJWL m profeſſed ſubjection to him'as our Linter

a Z'Zſſcd afilGWER, yielding univerſal obedience to his

a made or ſh, lTecordmg to what diſcoveries he hath

(t [Pedai th a breaſter make, of the ſame to us; in

- ' at we Will ſeek him in all his holy ordig
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" nances,accordin'g to the rulesof the goſpel,ſubmitting BOOK I.

" to his government in this particular church, and walk- L/V'V.

'ſ ing together therein, with all brotherly love and mu- 1670.

" tual watchfulneſs, to the building up of one another in

" faith and love unto his praiſe. All which we promiſe

V to perform, the LORD helping us, through his grace in

U Jesus CHRtST."

NEARLY at the ſame time, when the contentions corn

menced in the church at Hartford, the people at Strat- 52?er

ford fell into the ſame unhappy state of controverſy and diviſgon in

diviſion. During the administrations of Mr. Blackman, thechurcb

their first pastor, the church and town enjoyed great at SUW'

peace, and conducted their eccleſiastical affairs with ex- or '

emplary harmony. However he was far advanced in

years, and about the year 1663 became very inſirm, and

unable to perform his ministerial labors. The church

therefore applied to Mr. lſrael Chauncy, ſon of the preſi

dent Charles Chauncy of Cambridge, to make them a Mr,

viſit and preach among them. A majority of the church Chauncy'

and town choſe him for their pastor, and in 1665 he was ordained'

ordained.+ But a large and reſpectable part of the

church and town were oppoſed to his ordination. To

make them eaſy, it was agreed, that if, after hearing Mr.

Chauncy a' certain time, they ſhould continue diſſatisfied

with his ministry, they ſhould have liberty to call and ſet

tle another minister, and have the ſame privileges in the

meeting houſe as the other party. Accordingly, after

hearing Mr. Chauncy, the time agreed upon, and not

being ſatisfied with his ministerial performances, they in

'vited Mr. Zechariah Walker to preach to them, and fi

nally choſe him for their pastor. He was ordained to Mr.

the pastoral office in a 'regular manner, by the Reverend walke?

Mr. Haynes and Mr. Whiting, the ministers of Hart- "famed

ſord, ſometime about the year 1667, or 1668. Both

ministers performed public worſhip in the ſame houſe.

Mr. Chauncy performed his ſervices at the uſual hours,

and Mr. Walker was allowed two hours in the middle

of the day. But after ſome time, it ſo happened, that

Mr. Walker continued his ſervice longer than uſual.

Mr. Chauncy and his people coming to the houſe and
 

'I' His ordination was in the independent mode. It has been

the tradition, that Elder Brinſmaid laid on hands with a leathern

mitten. Heuccit has been termed the lcathern mitth ordina

tion.

P p P
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Door: I. finding that Mr. Walker's - exerciſes were not finiſhed,

wv retired to a private houſe, and there performed their af

1670.,

1672.

runnen devoriom. - They were however ſo much diſ

pleaſed, that the next day they went over to Fairfiel'd and

_exhiblted a complaint to Major Gould, one of the magiſ- -

vates, _agninst Mr. Walker. The major, upon hearing

_the caſe, adviſed to acific meaſures, and that Mr. Walk

er ſhould be allowed)three hours for the time of his pub

lic exerciſes.

In Ma 1669, the general aſibmbly adviſed the town

to grant r. Walker full three hours for his enerciſes, un'

'til the next aſſembly in October. In the mean time, the

' parties Were directed to call an able council to give them

advice and affistance, and if poſſible to reconcilethem.

All attempts for arc'conciliatibn, however, were unſuc

ceſsful. The artles became there fixed in their oppoſin

tion to Each ot er, and their feelings and conduct more

and more unbrotherly. At length Mr. Chauncy and the

Major-ity excluded Mr. Walker 'and his beaters the meet

ing lhouſe, 'and they convened and worſhipped in a priu

'ate dwelling. r -

Govnknmi Winthrop, affected with the Unhappy 'con-r

troverſy and animelities ſubſisting in the town, adviſed,

that Mr. Walker and his church and people ſhould re

x move, and that a tract of land, for the ſettlement of a

new townſhip, ſhould be granted for their encourage

ment and accorttmodatiofl. Accordi'ngly Mr. John

ShermanflL Mr. William Curtis, and their aſſociates, were

authorized to begin a plantation at Pomperaug. Conſe.

quently, Mr. Walker and his people removed and ſettled

the town of Woodbury, about the years 1673, and 1674.

This gave peace to the town of Stratford, and Mr.

' 'Walker and his church and eongregation walked in har

mony arhong themſelves and with their ſister churches.

THE tradition is, that Mr. Walker and his church

were not ſo independent, in their principles, as the church

of Stratford g and, that Mr. Walker Was a more experi

mrntal, pungent preacher than Mr. Chauncy. IVIr.

Chauncy was learned and judiciOUs. They both became

fenſible that their canduct towards each other, during

the controverſy at Stratford, had not, in all instances,

 

+ Mr. Sherman was ſon of the Reverend John Sherman of

Watertown, he was ſome years ſpeaker of the lower houſc,and

afterwards one ofthe magiflrates of this colony. He was one of

Mr. Walker'e principal hearen- - *
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been brotherly, and, after ſome time,'made*conceflions to BQOK 1.

each Other, became perfectly reconciled, and conductcdw

towards each other with brotherly affection. . I . , 1670.

DURlNG theſe tranſactions, thoſe venerable fathers,

who had been ſingularly inſtrumental in planting, and gittalgezd

had long illuminated the churches of Connectient and, of Mr,

New-England, the Reverend John Davenport andthe Daven

Reverend John Warham, finiſhed their courſe. Mr, Port

Davenport died, at Boston, of an apoplexy, March I gth, 1679'

1670, in the 73d year ofhie age. He was born in the

city of Coventry, in Warwickſhire, r 597. His father

was mayor oſ the city. At about fourteen years ofnge,

he was ſuppoſed to become truly pious, and was admit-1

ted into BraſeneNoſe college in the univerſity at Oxford.

When-he was nineteen, hebecame a constant preachep

in the city ofLondon. He appears, from his early life,

10. have been aman of public ſpirit, planning and at,

tempting to ſerve the general welfare of the church;

About the year 1626, he united with Dr. Gougc, Dr.

Sibs, and Mr. Offspring, the Lord mayor of London, the

king's ſergeant at law, and with ſeveral other attorneyz

and citizens, in a deſign of purchaſing impropriations,

and with the profits of them to maintain a constant, able,

and laborious ministry, in thoſe þarts of the kingdom.

where the poor people were destitute of the word andorr

dinances, and ſuch a miniſtry was most neededrand would

be of the greatest utility. Such incrcdible progreſs was

made in this charitable deſign, that all the church lands.

in the hands pf laymen, would have been ſoon honestly

recovered to the immediate 'ſervice of the reformed roll,

gion. 9: But Biſhop Laud, vicwing the undertaking with

a jealous eye, lest it might ſerve the cauſe of non-con,

formity, cauſed a bill to be exhibited in the exchequer

chamber, by the king's attorney general, againſt the vſee-

fees, who had the management 'of the affair. ' By this

means an act of court was procured condemning the

proceedings, as dangerous to the church and state; 3- The

feofments and contrivances made to the charitable de,

fign were declared to be illegal, the company was diſſol

'ed-and the money was conſiſcated to the uſe of his ma

jesty. But as the affair met with general approbation,

and multitudes of wiſe and devout people extremely re

ſented the conductof the court, the crime was never proſ

acuted. . Land however watched Mr. Davenport with a

'ealous eye, and as he ſoon after diſcovered inclinations

to non-conformity, he marked him out as an object ofhjs
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Boo't I. vengeance. Mr. Davenport therefore, to avoid the

VW storm. by the conſent of his people, reſigned his pastoral

3670. charge, in Colemanstreet. He hoped, by this means, to

en'oy a quiet life; but he found his expectations ſadly

di appointed. He was ſo constantly haraſſed by one buſy

and furious purſuivant after another, that he was obliged

to leave the kingdom and retire into Holland. In 1633

he arrived at Amsterdam, and at the deſire oſ the people,

who met him on his way, became colleague pastor with

the aged Mr. Paget. After about two years, finding that

he could not conſcientioufly administer baptiſm in that

looſe way to all ſorts of children, practiſed in the Dutch

churches, he deſisted from his ministry at Amsterdam.

'While he was in this city, he received letters from Mr.

Cotton, at Boston, acquainting him, that the order of

the churches and commonwealth was then ſo ſettled, in'

New-England, by common conſent, that it brought into

his mind the new heaven and the new earth, wherein

dwelleth righteouſneſs. He therefore returned to Lon

don, and having ſhipped himſelf, with a number of pious

people, came into New-England ; and, as has been rela

ted, ſettled at New-Haven. He was a preacher of the

goſpel about fifty four years, nearly thirty of which were

ſpent at New-Haven. He was eminently pious, given

to devotion in ſecret and private; and it was ſuppoſed

that he was abundantly in ejaculatory prayer. He is

characterized as a hard student and univerſal ſcholar 5 as

a laborious,prudent,exemplary minister *, as an excellent

preacher, ſpeaking with a gravity, energy, and agreea

bleneſs, oſ which ſew of his brethren were capable. It

is ſaid he was acquainted with great men, and great

things, and was great himſelſf

THE Reverend John Warham ſurvived Mr. Daven

port but a ſhort time. He expired on the rst of April

1670. He was about forty years minister in New-Eng

land 3 ſix at Dorchester, and thirty four at Windſor. He

was distinguiſhed ſor piety and the strictest morals; yet,

at times, was ſubject to great gloomineſs and religious

melancholy. Such were his doubts and fears, at ſom'

times, that when he administered the Lord's Supper to

his brethren, he did not participate with them, fearing

that the ſeals of the covenant did not belong to him. It

-_-<.

'* Magnalia B. Ill. p. 51-57'. Heleftareſpcctable family', -

and his deſcendants have ſu ort d 't di nit t th -ſ nt
time. Someof th PP _ G 1 6_ _1z y_ o e prt e

gittratc' of this coſozyh'avc been in the mnmltry, and other' an,
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is ſaid, he was the first minister in New-England, who

uſed notes in preaching, yet he was applauded by his

hearers, as one of the most animated and energetic preach

ers of his day. He was conſidered as one of the princi

pal fathers and pillars of the churches of Connecticut.

AFTER the cloſe of the war with Philip and the Nar

raganſet Indians, the general aſſembly recommended it

to the ministers through the colony to take ſpecial pains

to instruct the people in the duties of religion, and to stir

up and awaken them to repentance and a general reſorm

ation of manners. They alſo appointed a day of ſolemn

fasting and prayer, to ſupplicate the divine aid, that they

might be enabled to repent and ſincerely amend their

ways. The ſame meaſures were recommended, at the

May ſeſiion, the next year, and the people were called to

humiliation and prayer, under a deep ſenſe of the abound

ing of ſin and the dark aſpects of providence.

THE general court, about three years after, for the

more effectual preſervation and propagation of religion

to posterity, recommended it to the ministry of this col

ony, upon the Lord's day, to catechiſe all the youth in

their reſpective congregations, under twenty years of age,

in the aſſembly of divines, or ſome other orthodox catc

chiſm. To continue and increaſe unity in religious ſen

timents among the people, and that they might have the

advantage of participating in the variety of ministerial

gifts, it was alſo recommended to the ministers to attend

a weekly lecture in each county, on Wedneſday, in ſuch

manner as they ſhould judge most ſubſervient to theſe

purpoſes-r

' THE religious state of the colony, at this time, is given

in an anſwer to the qucries of the lords of trade and plan

tations. It is to the following effect.

" OUR people, in this colony, are ſome of them strict

congregational men, others more large congregational

men, and ſome moderate prelbyterians. The congre

gational men of both ſorts are the greatest part of the

people in the colony. There are four or five ſeventh

day men, and about ſo many more quakers."

V GREAT careis taken for the instruction of the peo

ple in the christian religion, by ministers catechiſing of

them and preaching to them twice every ſabbath day,

and ſome times on lecture days; and by masters of

6' families instructing and catechiſing their children and
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'BOOK I-, 'i ſervants, which they are required to do by law. In

- i U our corporation are twenty ſix towns, and twenty one

'680. U churches. There is in every town in the colony a

V ſettled minister, except in 'two towns newly Ngun."

In ſome towns there were two ministers; ſo that there

were, on the whole, then about the ſame number of min

isters .s of towns. There was about one minister, upon

an av rage, to every four hundred and ſixty perſons, or

to ab iut ninety ſamilies. _
Aum (a WmLa ſettlements and churches were forming in va'

to am? rioi s parts oſ the colony, and the Engliſh inhabitants were.

tiznizuhe p'oviding for their own instruction, ſome pains were tae

Indiana. ſitten to instruct and christianize the Connecticut Indians.

A law was made obliging tlioſeunder the protection

the government to keep the Christian ſabbath. The Rev

erend Mr. Fitcli was particularly deſired to teach Uncas

and his family Christianity. A large Bible, printed in

the Indian language, was provided and given to the Mo

heagan ſachems, that they might read the ſcriptures.

When the council of ministers met, at Hartford, in i657,

the famous Mr. Eliot, hearing of the Podunk Indians,

deſired, that the tribe might be aſſembled, that he might

liavc an opportunity of offering CHRiST to them for their

Saviour. '
BY the influence of ſome principal gentlemen, they

were perſuaded to come together, at Hartford, and Mr.

Eliol. preached to them in their own language, and labors

ed to instruct them concerning their CREATOR and Re

oEeMER- When he had finiſhed his ſermon, and ex

plained the matter to them, lie deſired an anſwer from

their), whether they would accept of Jesus CHRLST, ſoi'

their Savroun, as he had been offered to them ? But their

chief mcng W1th' great ſcorn and reſentment, utterly re

fuſed. 'lhey ſaid the Engliſh had taken away their lands

and were attempting now to make them fen,an

MR-STONE and Mr.Newton, before this time, had both

bee-[1 emPlDYCG, at the deſire of the colony, to teach the

IPdffans m Hartford' Windſor, Farmington and that vi

cm'ty3 and one John Minor was employed as an inter

\ SZFTILZUF wlas Pike" into Mr. Stone's family, that he

Caigechiſmlslriivleerre FQLZITQWP'YFM 23' ſtiff ſcf'me'

Indian language and ſ r a- r- iota o_ Cſflaln the

Revemnd ML lgierſ l? 68 among the Indians. The

guage and preached ctm' il: ſeems learned the Indian lan

ſiderable ſum was no t e CPfln-ecticut lnd'ians. A con

a owed him by the commiflioners of
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the United Colones; and a ſum Was alſo granted by them, BOOK I.

for the instruction of the Indians in the county of New-w

Haven-4 The ministers of the ſeveral towns, where ln- 1630.

dians lived, instructed them, as they had opportunity;

but all attempts for christianizing the Indians, in Connect

l'cut, were attended with little ſucceſs. They were engaa

"ged, a great part of their time, in ſuch implacable wars

among themſelves, were ſo totally ignorant of letters and

the Engliſh language, and the En liſh ministers, in gene

ral, were ſo entirely ignorant oft eir dialect, that it was

ektremely difficult to teach them. Not one Indian church

Was ever gathered, by the Engliſh ministers, in Connect

icut. Several Indians however, in one town and another,

became Christians, and were baptized and admitted to full

Communion in the Engliſh churches. Some few were

admitted into the church at FarmingtonJ and ſome into

the church at Derby. One of the ſachems of the Indians

at Naugatuck falls, was a member of the church at Derby,

and it has been ſaid that he was a ſober well conducted

man. Some few of the Moheagans have profeſſedchriſ

tianity, and been, many years ſince, admitted to full corn

muhion in the north church in New-London.

THE goſpel however hath had by far the most happy'

effect upon the QLFnibaug, or Plainfield Indians of any '

in Connecticut. hey ever lived peaceably with the

Engliſh, and about the year 1745, in the time of the great

KWakening and reformation in New-England, they be

came greatly affected with the truths of the goſpel, pro

feſſed Christianity, and gave the strongest evidence of 'a

real convetſion to Gon. They were filled with the knowl

edge of ſalvation, and expreſſed it to admiration. The

Were entirely refortned as to their manner of living. They

became temperate, and abstained from drinking to exceſs,

which it had before been found utterly impoſſible to effect

by any other means. They held religious meetings, and

numbers of them formed into church state and had the

ſacraments administ'ered to them." -

UPON the aſſembly's granting liberty to the minor party

in Windſor to call and ſettle an orthodox minister, they

  

' Recoer of the United colonies.

. There 'as an Indian ſchool formerly kept in thi' town, at the

elpenſe of the ſociety for propagating christian knowledge among

the Indians. The number of Indian ſcholars was ſometimes fif

teen or ſixteen.

1] Manuſcripts n'om Plainſield. Theſe lndians were numerous,

at the time when the town was ſettlcd, amouating to 4, or 500.
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immediately called one Mr. Woodbridge to preach among

them. Mr. Chauncy and Mr. Woodbridge continued to

preach, one to one party, and the other to the other, from

1667 to 1 680. Several councils had been called to adviſe

and unite the parties, but it ſeems none had judged it ex

pedient to ordain either of the gentlemen; but after',

ſeparation of about ten years, a council adviſed, that both

ministers ſhould leave the town, and that the churches and

parties ſhould unite, and call and ſettle one minister over

the whole. As the parties did not ſubmit to this advice,

it ſeems, that another council was called three years after

Wards, May 1680, which gave the ſame advice, but the

parties did not comply. The general aſſembly therefore

interpoſed and paſſed the following act.

t' THIS court, having conſidered the petition of ſome

of Windſor people and the ſorrowful condition of the

good people there, and finding, that notwithstanding

all means of healing afforded them, they do remain in

ableeding state and condition, do find it neceſſary for

this court to exert their authority towards iſſuing or

putting a stop to the preſent troubles there; and this

court do hereby declare, that they find all the good

people of Windſor obliged to stand to, and rest ſatisfi

ed with the advice and iſſue of the council they choſe

to hear and iſſue their matters; which advice being

given and now preſented to the court, dated January

1677, this court doth confirm the ſame, and order that

there be a ſeaſonable uniting of the ſecond ſociety in

Windſor with the first, according to order of council,

by an orderly preparation for their admiſſion ; and if

there be objection against the life or knowledge oſ any,

then it be according to the council's advice heard and

iſſued by Mr. Hooker and the other moderator's ſuc

ceſſor', and that both the former ministers be releaſed :

And that the committee appointed to ſeek out for a

minister, with the advice of the church and town col

lectivcly, by their major vote, do vigorouſly purſue

the procuring of an able, orthodox minister, qualified

according to the advice of the governor and council,

and ministers, May last z and all the good people of

Windſor are hereby required to be aiding and affiſiing

therein, and not in the least to oppoſe and hinder the

ſame,as they will anſwer the contrary at their peril.""

IN conſequence of this act, Mr. Samuel Mather was

invited to preach to the people, and about two years after,

* Records ofthe colony.
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was ordained to the pastoral office over the whole town.

The two parties were generally united in him, and to

complete the union of the town and churches, the aſſem

bly enacted, " That the people at Windſor ſhould quieta

U ly ſettle Mr. Mather and communicate to his ſupport:

That ſuch as, on examination, ſhould ſatisfy Mr. Ma

* ther of their experimental knowledge, ſhould, upon

" proper testimony of their good converſation, be admit

" ted on their return from the ſecond church."

BOTH churches, and the whole town were united un

der Mr. Mather, and their eccleſiastical affairs were, under

his ministry, conducted with harmony and brotherly aſ.

fection.

Norwr-m STANDlNG the reſult of the ſynod, in 1662,

and the various attem ts which had been made to intro

duce the practice of what has been generally termed own

ing the covenant, it does not appear to have obtained in

the churches of this colony until the year 1696. It ap

pears first to have been introduced by Mr. Woodbrid e

at Hartford, The covenant propoſed, bearing date Fei

ruary 1696, is for ſubstance as follows,

fl We do ſolemnly, in the preſence of GOD and this

congregation, avouch GOD, in Jesus Cmus-r, to be

our G0D, one GOD in three perſons, the FATHER, the

SON, and the HoLr GHOST ; and that we are by na

ture children of wrath, and that our hope of mercy

with Gon, is only through the righteouſneſs of Jesus

CHRXST, apprehended by faith ; and we do freely give

up ourſelves to the LORD, to walk in communion with

him, in the ordinances appointed in his holy word, and.

to,yield obedience to all his commandments, and ſub

mit to his government. And whereas, to the great

diſhonor of GOD, ſcandal of religion, and hazard of

the damnation of many ſouls, drunkenneſs and un

cleanneſs are prevailing amongst us,we do ſolemnly en

gage before GOD, this day, through his grace, faithful

ly and conſcientioufly to strive against theſe evils and

the temptations leading therunto."

SlXTY nine perſons, male and female, ſubſcribed this

in February; on the 8th of March, one fortnight after,

eighty three more ſubſcribed. In about a month, the

number of ſubſcribers amounted to one hundred and

ninety two; which appears to have been nearly the whole

body of young people in that congregation.
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Boort I. THE like practice was, about the ſame time, or not ma

w ny years after, introduced into the other church, and the

1696. practice of owning the covenant, by people and offering

their children to baptiſm, was gradually introduced into

other churches.

THE practice oſ the ministers and churches at Hart

ſord, in ſome reſpects, was different from that in other

churches. The miniſters, Mr. Woodbridge and Mr.

Buckingham, with their deacons, went round among the

young people and warned them, once every year, to come

and publicly ſubſcribe, or own the covenant. When ſuch

perſons as had owned or ſubſcribed it came into family

state, they preſented their children to baptiſm, though

they made no other profeſſion of religion, and neglected

the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper and other duties pe

culiar to members in full communion. In other church

es, the covenant was owned by perſons, ſometimes before

marriage, but more generally not until they became pa

rcnts, and wiſhed to have baptiſm adminiſtered to their

children. '

THE practice of making a relation of Christian experi

ences, and of admitting none to full communion, but ſuch

as appeared to be Christians indeed, yet prevailed; and

the number of church members, in full communion, was

generally ſmall. In thoſe churches where the owning of

the covenant was not practiſed, great numbers of chil

dren were unbaptized.

Deſign of WHXLE the inhabitants and churches, in Connecticut,

founding, were constantly increaſing, and the calls for a learned

college in mmrstry, to ſupply the churches, became more and more

Conncctl- urgent, a number of the ministers conceived the purpoſe

cur' '693' of founding a college in Connecticut. By this means,

1lȝeaiſtom they might educate young men, from among themſelves,

Oſ 0 for the ſacred ministry, and for various departments in

civrl life, and diffuſe literature and piety more generally

among the people. The clergy, and people in general,

by long experience, found the great inconvenience of ed

ucating their ſons at ſo great a distance as Cambridge,

amid In Fartxmg ſo much money out of the colony, which

2: mrwrſie might be a conſiderable emolument to this com

ſefvlchtfl: t_h- A well founded college might not only

in the delinffiz'estaof the churches in this government, but

leges erectng ourrng colonies, where there were no col

moncy annuaſi nfright not only prevent a large ſum of

ſomething conſyd rom being carried abroad, but bring

erable into it, from the cxtenſive country
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around them. Colleges had been anciently conſidered as

the ſchools of the church ; and not only the prophets had

been encouragers and heads of them 3 but the apostles and

their immediate ſucceſſors had taken great care to establiſh

ſchools, wherever the goſpel had been preached, for the

propagation of the truth, and to tranſmit the religion of

the REDEBMER to all ſucceeding ages. The 'ministers

therefore conceived it to be entirely in character, and as

happily correſponding 'with the great deſign of the first

ſettlement of New-England and Connecticut, for them

to be the planners and founders of a college.

THE deſign was first concerted, in 1698, by the Rev

erend Meſiieurs Pierpont of New-Haven, Andrew of

Milford, and Ruſſel of Branford. Theſe were the most

forward and active, in carrying the affair into immediate

execution. The deſign was mentioned to principal gen

tlemen and ministers in private converſation, at occaſional

meetings of the clergy, and in councils. In this way the

affair was ſo far ripened, that ten of the principal miniſ

ters in the colony were nominated and agreed upon to

stand as trustees, to ſound, erect, and govern a college.

The gentlemen thus agreed upon were the Reverend

Meſiieurs James Noyes of Stonington, Iſrael Chauncy of

Stratford, Thomas Buckingham of Saybrook, Abraham

Picrſon of Killingworth, Samuel Mather of Windſor;

Samuel Andrew of Milford, Timothy Woodhridge of

Hartford, James Pierpont of New-Haven, Noadiah Ruſ

ſel of Middletown, and Joſeph Webb of Fairfield.

IN 1700, theſe gentlemen convened at New-Haven,

and formed themſelves into a body or ſociety, to conſist

of eleven ministers including a rector, and determined

to ſound a college in the colony of Connecticut- They

had another meeting, the ſame year, at Branſord, and then

founded the univerſity of Yale college. The tranſaction

was in this manner. Each gentleman gave a number of

books, and laying them upon a table, pronounced words

to this effect ſi I give theſe books for the founding of a

college in this colony." About forty volumes in folio

were thus given. The trustees took poſſeffion of them,

and appointed Mr. Ruſſel of Branford to be keeper of

their library.

VAluons other donations, both of books and money,

were ſoon after made by which a good foundation was

laid for a public ſeminary. But doubts ariſing whether

the trustees were vested with a legal capacity for the

holding of lands, and whether private donations and con

Boox I.
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tributions 'would be ſufficient to effect: the great deſign

which they had in view, it was, upon the beſt advice and

mature deliberation, determined to make application to

_ the legiflature for a charter of incorporation. The draught

was made by the honorable judge Scwall and Mr. ſecre

tary Addington of Boston. This was preſented to the

general aſſembly with a petition ſigned by a large number

of ministers and other principal characters in the colony

praying for a charter. The petition repreſented, U That

U from a ſmcere regard to, and zeal for, upholding the

U Protestant religion, by a ſucceſſion of learned and or

U thodox men, they had propoſed that a collegiate ſchool

U ſhould be erected in this colony, wherein youth ſhould

U be instructed in all parts of learning, to qualify them

U for public employments in church and civil state ; and

U that they had nominated ten ministers to be truſ

U tees, partners or undertakers for the founding, endow

U ing and ordering the ſaid ſchool." The gentlemen

were particularly named, and it was deſired, that ſull lib

erty and privilege might be granted to them for that end.

To facilitate the deſign, the honorable James Fitch,

Eſquire, of Norwich, one of the council, before the pe

tition was heard made a formal donation under his hand,

predicated on U the great pains and charge the ministers

U had been at in ſetting up a collegiate ſchool ; and

U therefore to encourage a work ſo pleaſing to God, and

U beneficial to posterity, he gave a tract of land, in Kil.

U lingly, of about 600 actes', and all the glaſs and nails

U which ſhould be neceſſary tobuild a college houſe and

U hall."

THE general aſſembly, at their ſeflion in October 1701,

incorporated the trustees nominated, granting them a

charter, and vesting them with all powers and privileges

neceſſary for the government of a college, the holdin of

lands, and the employment of all money and estates wfich

might be given for the benefit of the college. The char

ter ordained that the corporation ſhould conſist of miniſ

ters only, and that none ſhould be choſen trustecs under

the age of forty years. Their number was not, at an

time, to exceed eleven nor be leſs than ſeven. The al

ſembly made them an annual grant of one hundred and

twenty pounds, equal to about ſixty pounds sterling.

THE trustees, animated with their charter privileges

and the countenance of the legiſlature, met the next No

Fembcr, at Saybrook, and choſe the Reverend Abraham

'don Of Kfllmgworth rcctor of the college, and th'
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Reverend Samuel Ruſſel was choſen a trustee to complete BOOK l.

the number of the corporation. They alſo made rules VW

for the general government and instruction of the colle- 1701.

giate ſchool.

I'r was ordered, V That the rector take ſpecial care, Order;

fl as of the moral behaviour of the ſtudents at all times, reſpecting

U ſo, with industry, to instruct and ground them well in 'he cal'

' theoretical divinity; and to that end, ſhall neither by se'

U himſelf, nor by any other perſon whomſoever, allow

U them to be instructed in any other ſystem or ſynopfia

i of divinity, than ſuch as the trustees do order and ap

U point: But ſhall take effectual care, that ſaid students

* be weekly (at ſuch ſeaſons as he ſhall ſee cauſe to ap

' point) cauſed memoriter to recite the aſſembly's cate

" chiſm in Latin, and Dr. Ames's TheologicalTheſes,

U of which, as alſo Ames's Caſcs of Conſcience, he ſhall

U make, or cauſe to be made, from time to time, ſuch ex

" planations as may, through the bleſſing oſ GOD, be

a most conducive to their establiſhment in the principles

a of the Christian Protestant religion."

U THE rector ſhall alſo cauſe the ſcriptures daily, ex

" cept on the ſabbath, morning and evening, to be read

U by the students at the times of prayer in the ſchool,

" according to the laudable order and uſage of Hat'ard

" college, making expoſitions upon the ſame : And upon

" the ſabbath, ſhall expound practical theology, or cauſe

U the non graduated students to repeat ſermons : And in

ſ' all other ways, according to the best of his diſcretion,

" ſhall, at all times, studiouſly endeavour, in the educa

fl tion of the students, to promote the power and purity

'ſ of religion, and the best edification of theſe New-Eng

" land churches."

AT this meeting, it was debated where to fix the col- college

lege. Though the trustees were not fully ſatisfied or a- appointed

greed on the most convenient place, yet they fixed upon t_o be at

aybroolt, until, upon further conſideration, they ſhould gal'bLMk'

have ſufficient reaſon to alter their opinion. They de- might:

ſired the rector to remove himſelf and family to Say- does not

brook. Until that could be effected, they ordered, that remove.

the ſcholars ſhould be instructed, at or near the rector's

houſe, in Killingworth. The corporation made various

attempts to remove the rector to Saybrook, but his people

were entirely oppoſed to it, and ſuch other impediments

were in the way that it was not effected. The students

continued at Killingworth during his life. The library,

a

I

an
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for that reaſon, was removed from Branford to the rec

tor's houſe.

THE ministers had been ſeveral years in effeaing their

plan and a number of young men had been preparing for

college, under the instructions of one and another of the

trustees. As ſoon as the college became furniſhed with a

rector and tutor, eight of them were admitted and putin

to different claſſes, according to the proficiency which

they had reſpectively made. Some, in a year or two, be

came qualiſied for a degree.

THE first commencement was at Saybrook, September

I3th, '702. The following gentlemen appear, at this

time,to have received the degree of master of arts, Ste

phen Buckingham, Salmon Treat, Joſeph Coit, Joſeph

Moſs, Nathaniel Chauncy, and Joſeph Morgan. Four

of them had been previouſly graduated at Cambridge.

They all became ministers of the goſpel,and three of them,

Mr. Buckingham, Mr. Moſs, and Mr. Chauncy were af

terwards fellows of the college.

To avoid charge and other inconveniences, for ſome

years at first, the commencements were private. Mr.

Nathaniel Lynde of Saybrook, was pleaſed generouſly to

give a houſe and land for the uſe of the college, ſo long

as it ſhould be continued in that town. For the further

encouragement and accommodation, in 1703, there was

a general contribution through the colony, to build a

college houſe at Saybrook, or any other place wherever

it ſhould finally be judged most convenient to fix the

college)

 

* This year, that venerable man, the Reverend James

Pitchfflastprof the church in Norwich, finiſhed his courſe, at

Lebanon,_m the_80th ycar of his age. His history and character

are given m the lnſcription upon his monumental stone.

lx hoc Sepulchro depofita: ſunt Reliquiz Viri vere Reverendi

_D.JAco_nl Frrcu ; natus fuit apud Boking, in Comitatu Eſſexiz,

lſl _An_gl'a, dnno Domini 1622., Decem. 24. ni, postquam Lin

guls literatls opt_1me instructus fuiſſct, in Nov-Angliam venit,

Etatc 16 ;_Ct dernde Vitam degit, Hartfordiz, per Septennium,

ſub lnstructrone Virorum celeberrimorumD.H00Kzn & D.S1*0u a.

Postea Munere pastomli functus est apud Say-Brook per Annos

14. Ill'nc cum Ecclefiz majori Parte Norvicum migraViti et ibi

earterosVltzAnnos tranſegit in Opere Evangelico. In Senectute,

"ſo, Þr'rk Corparlsmflrmitate neceſſarie eeſſabit ab Opere publi

CO ; tandcmquc receffit Liberis, apud chanon; ubi Semianno

fZLteXZaOE-to obdorrnivit in Jeſu, Anne wox, Novembris 18

Vir In e " ' . .. - -
ſanctj. LZbZBiAZYZIEAPOndei-e Judicu, Prudentia, Chantate,

Vlconeionandi nulligclu'ildgivsta ſanctitare, Peritia quoque
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DuruNG the term of about ſeventy years from the ſet- BOOK I.

tlement of Connecticut, the congregational had been thew

only mode of worſhip, in the colony. But the ſociety 1706,

for propagating the goſpel in foreign parts, in 1604, fixed

the Reverend Mr. Muirſon as a miſlionary at Rye. Some I t d
of the people at Stratford had been educated in the tinozzfiffic

church of England mode of worſhip and administering of church of

the ordinances, and others were not pleaſed with the England

rigid doctrines and diſcipline of the New-England 'mo.con'

churches, and they made an earnest application to Mr. mctlqm'

Muirſon to make a viſit at Stratford, and preach and

baptize among them. About the year 1706, upon their

invitation, he came to Stratford, accompanied with Co

lonel Heathcote, a gentleman zealouſly engaged in pro

moting the epiſcopal church. The ministers and people

in that, and the adjacent towns, it ſeems, were alarmed

at his coming, and took pains to prevent their neighbours

and families from hearing him. However, the novelty of

the affair, and other circumstances, brought together a

conſiderable aſſembly z and Mr. Muirſon, baptized five

and twenty perſons, principally adults. This was the

first step towards introducing the church worſhip into

this colony. In April 1707, he made another viſit to

Stratford. Colonel Heathcote was pleaſed to honor him

with his company, as he had done before. He preached,

at this time, at Fairfield as well as Stratford z and in both

towns baptized a number of children and adult perſons.

Both the magistrates and ministers oppoſed the introduc

tion of epiſcopacy, and adviſed the people not to attend

 

In Engliſh to thiseffect.

In this grave are depoſited the remains of that truly reverend

man, MR.JAMl-Is FlTCH. He was born at Boking,in the county

of Eſſex, in England, the 24th of December, in the year of our

'Loan 1624. Who, after be had been most excellently taught the

learned languages,came into New-England, at the age of ſixteen 3

and then ſpent ſeven years under the instruction ofthoſe very fa

mous men, Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone. Afterwards, he diſchar

ged the pastoral cflice, fourteen years, at Saybrook. Thence he

removed, with the major part of his church to Norwich ; where

he ſpent the other years of his life in the work of the goſpel. In

his old age, indeed, he was obliged to ceaſe from his public la

bors, by reaſon of bodily indiſpolition ; and at length retired to

his children, at Lebanon ; where, after ſpending nearly halfe

year, he ſlept in Jeſus, in the year r7oz, on the 18th of Novem

ber, in the loth year ofhis age. .

He was a man, as to the ſmartneſs ofhis genius, the ſolidity of

his judgment, his charity, holy lahors, and every kind of purity

'ſ liſt: and alſo as to his ſkill and energy of preaching, inferior to

none.
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the preaching of the church miſlionarics ; but the oppo

ſition only increaſed the zeal of the church people. Mr.

Muirſon, after this, made ſeveral journies to Connecticut,

and itinerated among the people. But there was no

miſlionary, from the ſociety,fixed in Connecticut, until

the year r 722, when Mr. Pigot was appointed miffionary,

at Stratford. The churchmen at first, in that town, con

ſisted of about fifteen families, among whom were a few

huſbandmen, but much the greatest number were tradeſ

men, who had been born in England, and came and ſet

tled there. Some of their neighbours joined them, ſo

that Mr. Pigor had twenty communicants and about a

hundred and fifty hearers. In 1723 CHRlST Church

in Stratford was founded, and the Reverend Mr. Johnſon,

afterwards Dr. Johnſon, was appointed to ſucceed Mr.
Pigotfl" ſi

THE first plan of the college was very formal and mi

nute, drawn in imitation of the ancient Protestant col

leges and univerſities in France. It was propoſed, that

it ſhould be erected by a general ſynod of the eonſociated

churches oſ Connecticut. It was deſigned, that it ſhould

be under the government oſ a preſident and ten truſtees,

ſeven of whom were to be a quorum: That the ſynod

ſhould have the nomination of the first preſident and

trustees, and have a kind of general influence in all future

elections, that the governors might be preſerved in ortho

dox ſentiments. It .was deſigned alſo, that the ſynod

ſhould agree upon a confeſſion of faith to which the pre

ſident, trustees, and tutors ſhould, upon their appoint

ment to office, be required to give their conſent 5 'and that

the college ſhould be called the ſchool oſ the church.

Indeed it was propoſed that the churches ſhould contri

bute to its ſupport. .

THOUGH this plan was not formally purſued, yet at a

meeting of the trustees, at Guilford, March l7th, 1703,

they wrote a circular letter to the ministers, propoſing

" to have a general ſynod of all the churches in the col

" ony of Connecticut, to give their joint conſent to the

" confeſſion oſ ſaith, after the example of the ſynod in

'ſ Boston, in 1680." As' this propoſal was univerſally

acceptable, the churches and ministers of the ſeveral coun

ties met in a couſociated council, and gave their aſſent

to the Westminster and Savoy confeſſions oſ faith. It

ſeems, that they alſo drew up certain rules of eccleſiastical

  

Propoſal

for a gene

ral ſynod

1703.

* Manuſcripts from Stratſord
the I , and Dr.llum hrc 's Hillor ofncorporatcd Sodety'a miflionaries. p y r y '



CHAP.ctXIX. OF CONNECTICUT. so;

union in diſcipline, as preparatory to a general ſynod, Boort I.

whichthey had still in contemplation.

THE Cambridge platform, which, for about ſixty years, 1 703

had been the general plan of diſcipline and church fel- Customa

lowſhip in New-England, made no provifion for the gen- ry meet

eral meeting of ministers, or for their union in aſſocia- mail?

tions or in conſociations, yet, at an early period, they had mm' m'

a general meeting, both in Connecticut and Maſſachu

ſctts, and began to form into aſſociations. Their annual

meetings were at the times of the general election at

Boston and Hartford. At this time, they had handſome

entertainments made for them at the public expenſefl"

In theſe general meetings, they went into'conſultarjons

reſpectng the general welfare of the churches, the ſup

plying them with ministers, providing for their stated

enjoyment of divine ordinances, and the preſervation of

,their peace and order. The general interests of litera

ture were conſulted, and advice given in caſes in which

it was requiſite. Sometimes meaſures were adopted to

affist the poor and afflicted, in particular instances of

distreſs. The affair of civilizing and christianizing the

Indians came under their ſerious deliberations. Some

times they conſulted meaſures, and gave general direct

ions reſpecting candidates for the ministry, and the or

derly manner of introducing them into the churches. '

THE ministers ofparticular neighbourhoods, in various

parts of the country, held frequent meetings, for their

mutual aſſistance, and to instruct and adviſe the churches

and people as circumstances required. This particularly

was the practice in Connecticut. -

THE venerable Mr. Hooker was'a great friend to the nal-Hook.

meeting and conſociation of ministers and churches, as a er'a con

grand mean of promoting purity, union, and brotherly duFlPffll

affection, among the ministers and churches. Durin op'mon'

his life the ministers, in the Vicinity of Hartford, had

frequent meetings at his houſe. About a week before

his death, he obſerved, with great earnestneſs, " We

'ſ must agree upon constant meetings of ministers, and

a ſettle the conſociation of churches, or elſe we are un.

V done." Soon after his deceaſe, ministers, in vatious

parts of New-England, and eſpecially in Connecticut, be.

 

* The legiflature have continued this generoſity to the preſent

time. A gentccl entertainment is made not only for the clergy of

Connecticut, but of the neighbouring colonies, who are preſent

'u the occaſion.

R r r
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BOOK I. gan to establiſh constant meetings, or aſſociations, in par

W ticular vicinities, and agreed on the buſineſs to be done,

1703. and the manner in which they would proceed.

Tmar did not however all adopt the ſame mode. Some

of the meetings, or aſſociations, fasted and prayed, and

diſcuſſed questions of importance for mutual inſtruction

and ediſication. A moderator was choſen to conduct the

buſineſs of the meetings with order and decency, to re

ceive all communications which might be made from the

churches, or other ſimilar meetings, and to call the aſſo

ciated brethren together on particular emergencies.

Theſe meetings were always opened and concluded with

prayer.

Sour-1 of the aſſociations were very formal and partic

ular in covenanting together, in fixing the buſineſs which

ſhould be tranſacted by them. They covenanted to ſub

mit to the counſels, reproofs, and cenſures of the aſſocia

ted brotherhood', and that they would not forſake the

aſſociation, nor neglect the appointed meetings, without

ſufficient reaſons. They engag'ed, that in the meetings

they would debate queſtions immediately reſpecting them

ſelves and their conduct ; That they would hear and con

ſider all caſes propoſed to them from neighbouring

churches or individuals ; anſwer letters directed to them

from particular churches or perſons ; and diſcuſs any

question, which had been propoſed at a preceding meet.

ing. In ſome of theſe aſſociations, it was agreed to meet

statedly once in ſix weeks or two months.'r As the de.

ſign was for their own mutual improvement and the ad

vancement of Christianity in general, the aſſociations at.

tended a lecture in the pariſhes in which they convened

for the instruction and ediſication of the people. In Con

necticut, after the reſolution of the aſſembly, in 1680, the

ministers had county meetings every week.

BUT theſe aſſociations and meetings were merely vol

untary, countenanced by no eccleſiastical constitution, at

tended only by ſuch ministers, in one place and another,

as were willing to aſſociate, and could bind none but

themſelves. The churches might adviſe with them if

they choſe it, or neglect it at pleaſure. ' There was no

regular way of introducing candidates to the improvement

of the churches, by the gencrul conſent either of them

ſelves or the elders. When they had finiſhed their col

legiate studies, if they imagined themſelves qualified, and

 

* Magualia s. v. p. 58.
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could find ſome friendly gentleman in the ministry to in- BOOK I.

troduce them, they began to preach, wuthout an exam- w

ination or recommendation from any body of ministers or 1703,

churches. if they studied a time with any particular

minister or ministers, after they had received the honors

oſ college, that minister, or thoſ- ministers introduced

them into the pulpit at pleaſure, without the general con

ſent and approbation of their brethren. Many judged

this to be too looſe a practice, in a matter of ſuch im

menſe importance to the divine honor, the reputation of

the ministry, and the peace and edification of the church

es. Degrees at college were esteemed no ſufficient evi

dence of men's piety, knowledge of theology, or ministe

rial gifts and qualifications.

Besmes, it was generally conceded, that the state of

the churches was lamentable, with reſpect to their gene

ral order, government, and diſcipline. That for the want

of a more general and energetic gavemment, many chur

ches ran into confuſion 5 that councils were not ſufficient

to relieve the aggrieved and restore peace. As there was

no general rule for the calling oſ councils, council was

called against council, and oppoſite reſults were given

upon the ſame caſes, to the reproach of councils and the

wounding of religion. Aggrieved churches and breth

ren were diſcouraged, as in this way their caſe ſeemed to

be without remedy. There was no ſuch thing, in this

way, as bringing their difficulties to a final iſſue.* " '

Fon the relicving of theſe inconveniences, there were

many, in the New-England churches, not only among

the clergy but other gentlemen of principal characters,

who earnestly wiſhed for a nearer union among the

churches. A great majority of the legiſlature and cler

gy in Connecticut were for the aſſociation of ministers

and the conſociation of churches. The ſynod, in 1662,

had given their opinion fully in favor oſ the conſociation

of churches. The heads of agreement drawn up and aſ- _

ſented to by the united ministers, in England, called preſ

byterian and congregational, in 1692, had made their ap

pearance on this ſide of the Atlantic z and, in general,

Were highly approved. The Vll. article of agreement,

under the head of the ministry makes expreſs proviſion

for the regular introduction of candidates for the miniſ

try. The united brethren ſay, U It is expedient, that

U they who enter on the work of preaching the goſpel,

 

I wiſe" vindication, p 165, Boston edition 'n'
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BOOK I.
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be not only qualiſied for the communion of ſaints;

but alſo, that except in caſes extraordinary, they give

proof Of their gifts and fitneſs for the ſaid work, unto

the pastors of the churches of known abilities to diſ

cern andjudge of their quahfications ; that they may

be ſent forth with ſolemn approbation and prayer;

which we judge needful, that no doubt may remain

concerning their being called unto the work ; and for

preventing, as much as in us lieth, ignorant and raſh

intruders." In theſe articles, it is alſo agreed,

that in ſo great and weighty a matter as the calling

and chooſing a pastor, we judge it ordinarily requiſite,

that every ſuch church conſult and adviſe with the paſ

tors of the neighbouring congregations."

IN this state of the churches, the legiſlature paſſed an

act, at their ſeſſion in May 1708, requiring the ministers

and churches to meet and form an eccleſiastical constitu

tion.

in the best manner, be diſcovered by their own act, which

is

ſ'

The apprehenſions and wiſhes of the aſſembly will,

in the words following.

U THIS aſſembly, from their own obſervation, and the

complaint of many others, being made ſenſible of the

defects of the diſcipline of the churches of this govern

ment, ariſing from the want ofa more explicit aſſert

ing of the rules given for that end in the holy ſcrip

tures z from which would ariſe a permanent establiſh

ment among ourſelves, a good and regular iſſue in

caſes ſubject to eccleſiastical diſcipline,glory to CHRIST,

our head, and ediſication to his members; hath ſeen

ſit to ordain and require, and it is by the authority of

the ſame ordained and required, that the ministers of

the ſeveral counties in this government ſhall meet to

gether, at their reſpective county towns, with ſuch

meſſengers as the churches, to which they belong, ſhall

ſee cauſe to ſend with them, on the last Monday in

June next ; there to conſider and agree upon thoſe

methods and rules for the management of eccleſiasti

cal diſcipline, which by them ſhall be judged agreeable

and conformable to the word of GOD, and ſhall at the

ſame meeting appoint two or more of their number to

be their delegates, who ſhall all meet together at Say

brook, at the next commencement to be held there;

where they ſhall compare the reſultsof the ministers of

Þhe ſeveral counties,and out of and from them,todraw a

orm of eccleſiastical diſcipline, which, by two or more

perſon' delegated by them, ſhall be offered to this

-"'1
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court, at their ſeilion, at New-Haven, in October next,

to be conſidered of and confirmed by them : And the

experiſe of the above mentioned meetings ſhall be de

frayed out of the public treaſury of this colony."

" A true copy of the record,

U Teſt. ELEAZAR KIMBERLY, Secretary.

ACCORDING to the act of aſſembly, the ministers and

churches of the ſeveral counties convened, at the time ap

pointed, and made their reſpective draughts for diſcipline,

and choſe their delegatcs for the general meeting at Say

brook in September.

Tm: ministers and meſſengers choſen for this council

and its reſult will appear from their minutes.

U A'r a meeting of delegates from the councils of the

ſeveral counties oſ Connecticut colony, in New-England

in America, at Saybrook, Sept. 9th, 1708.

EP R E S N T,

From the coucil of Hartford From the council in New

county. London county.

The Timotby Woadbria'gt, j'amer Noyer,

Rcv Noadiab Ruffell, The Thomas' Buckingham,

' Stepben Mix. _ Rev. Moſer Noyer,

Meſſenger, jno. Wood-ward.

file/m Hayner, Eſquire.

* From the council in Fair

field county.

Claw/e: Chauncy,

{ John Davenport.

Meſſenger,

Deacon Samuel Hair.

The

Rev.

 

Meſſengers,

Robert C/mpman,

Deacon Wm. ParLer.

From the council of New

Haven county.

The Samuel mare-w,

Ram _7amtr Pin-pent,

Samuel Ruffil.

 

U The Rev. James Noyes and Thomas Buckingham

being choſen moderators. The Rev. Stephen Mix and

Jno. Woodward being choſen ſcribes. '

U lN compliance with anorder ofthe general aſſembly,

May 13th, 1 708, after humble addreſſes to the throne of

grace for the divine preſence, affistance, and blefling up

on us, having our eyes upon the word of GOD and the con

stitution of our churches, WE agree that the conſellion

of faith owned and aſſented unto by the elders and meſ

ſengers aſſembled at Boston, in New-England, May r ath,

1680, being the ſecond ſeſlion of that ſynod, be recom.

mended to t'he honorable general aſſembly of this colony,

at the next ſeflion, for their public testimony thereunto,

as the FAITH of the churches of this colony."

3' This was the Savoy confeſſion, with ſome ſmall alteration'

Boox I.

LMJ

'708.

Name' of

the ſynod

Scpt. 9th,

1708.
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Boort l. a We agree alſo that the heads oſ agreement aſſented to

w by the united ministers, formerly called preſhyterian and

"os, congregational, be obſerved by the churches throughout

this colony."

U AND for the better regulation of the administration

oſ church diſcipline, in relation to all caſes eccleſiastical,

both in particular churches and councils, to the full de

termining and executing the rules in all ſuch caſes, it i'

agreed,"

5' I. That the elder, or elders of a particular church,

with the conſent of the brethren of the ſame, have power

and ought to exerciſe church diſcipline, according to the

rule of Gon's word, in relation to all ſcandals, that fall

out within the ſame. And it may be meet, in all caſes

of difficulty, for the reſpective pastors of particular

churches, to take advice of the elders of the churches in

the neighbourhood, before they proceed to cenſure in

ſuch caſes."

V Il. That the churches which are neighbouring each to

other, ſhall c'onſociate for mutual affording to each other

ſueh affistance, as may be requiſite, upon all occaſions ec

cleſiastical. And that the particular pastors and churches,

within the reſpective counties in this government, vſhall.

be one conſociation (or more if they ſhall judge meet)

for the end aſoreſaid."

" Ill. That all caſes of ſcandal, that fall out within

the circuit of any of the aforeſaid conſociations ſhall be

brought to a council of the elders, and alſo meſſengers of

the churches within the ſaid circuit, i. e. the churches of

one conſociation, iſ they ſee cauſe to ſend meſſengers,

when there ſhallbe need of a council for the determina

tion of them."

u lV. That, according to the common practice of our

churches, nothing ſhall be deemed an act or judgment of

any council, which hath not the act ofthe major part of the

elders preſent concurring, and ſuch a number oſ the meſ

ſengers preſent,as makes the majorityof the council : pro

vided that if any ſuch church ſhall not ſee cauſe to ſend

any meſſengers to the council, or the perſons choſen b

them ſhall not attend, neither of theſe ſhall be any ob

struction to the proceedings of the council, or invalidate

any of their acts."

" V. That when any caſe is orderly brought before

'flY council of the churches, it ſhall there be heard and

ffiifirgmed- which (unleſs orderly removed from thence)

afi'ffl iſſues and all parties therein concerned

,_ fiff _ 4-
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ſhall ſit down and be determined thereby. And the Boox I.

council ſo hearing, and giving the reſult or final ifl'ue, WV

in the ſaid caſe as aforeſaid, ſhall ſee their determination, nel'

0r judgment, duly executed and attended, in ſuch way

or manner, as ſhall in their 'udgment be most ſuitable

and agreeable to the word o GOD."

'1 YI. That if any pastor and church doth obstinate

ly refuſe a due attendance and conformity to the deter

mination of the council, that hath the cognizance of the

caſe, and determineth it as above, after due patience uſed,

they ſhall be reputed guilty ofſcandalous contempt and

dealt with as the rule of Gon's word in ſuch caſe doth

provide, and the ſentence of non-communion ſhall be de

clared against ſuch pastor and church. And the chur

ches are to approve of the ſaid ſentence, by withdrawing

from the communion of the pastor and church, which ſo

refuſed to be healed."

" Vll. That, in caſe any difficuities ſhall ariſe in any

of the churches in this colony, which cannot be iſſued

without conſiderable diſquiet, that church, in which they

ariſe (or that minister or member aggrieved with them,)

ſhall apply themſelves to the council of the conſociated

churches of the circuit, to which the ſaid church belonge,

who, if they ſee cauſe ſhall thereupon convene, hear and

determine ſuch caſes of difficulty, unleſs the matter

brought before them, ſhall be judged ſo great in the na

ture of it, or ſo doubtful in 'the iſſue, or of ſuch general

concern, that the ſaid council ſhall judge best that it be

referred to a fuller council, conſisting of the churches of

the other conſociation within the ſame county, (or of the

next adjoining eonſociation of another county, if there

be not two conſociations in the county where the diffi

culty ariſeth) who, together with themſelves, ſhall hear,

judge, determine, and finally iſſue ſuch caſe according to

the word of GoD."

t' VIII. That a particular church, in which any dif

ficulty doth ariſe, may, if they ſee cauſe, call a cou_ncil of

the conſociated churches of the circuit, to which the

church belongs, before they proceed to ſentence therein,

but there is not the ſame liberty to an offending brother,

to call the council, before the church to which he be

longs, proceed to excommunication in the ſaid caſe, un

leſs with the conſent of the church "

" IX. That all the churches of the reſpective conſo

ciations ſhall chooſe, if they ſee cauſe,one or two mem

bers of each church, to repreſent them, in the councils
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Boox I. of the ſaid churches, as occaſion may call for them, who

VW ſhall stand in that capacity, till new bechoſen for the

1708. ſame ſervice, unleſs any church ſhall incline to chooſe

their meſſengers anew, upon the convening of ſuch coun

cils."

" X. That the minister or ministers of the county

towns, or where there are no ministers in ſuch towns, the

two next ministers to the ſaid town, ſhall, as ſoon as con

venientlymay be, appoint time and place, for the meet

ing of the elders and meſſengers of the churches in ſaid

county, in order to their forming themſelves into one

or more conſociations, and notify the time and place to

the elders and churches of that county who ſhall attend

at the ſame, the elders in their perſous, and the churches

by their meſſengers, if they ſee cauſe to ſend them.

Which elders and meſſengers ſo aſſembled in council, as

alſo any other council hereby allowed of, ſhall have pow

er to adjoum themſelves, as need ſhall be,for the ſpace of

one year, after the beginning or first ſeffion of the ſaid

council, and no longer. And that minister who was

choſen at the last ſeſſion of any council, to be modera

tor, ſhall, with the advice and conſent of two more el

ders (or in caſe of the moderator's death, any two elders

ofthc ſame conſociarion) call another council within the

circuit when they ſhall judge there is need thereof. And

all councils may preſcribe rules, as occaſion may require,

and whatever they judge needful within their circuit

for the well performing and orderly managing the ſevI

cral acts, to be attended by them, or matters that come

under their cognizance."

*_= XJ. That if any perſon or perſons, orderly com

plained of to a council, or that are witneſſes to ſuch com

plaxnts,(hav1ng regular notification to appear) ſhall re

fuſe, or neglect ſo to do, in the place, and at the time ſpe

crſicd in the warning given, except they or he give ſome

ſatisfymg reaſon thereof to the ſaid council, they ſhall be

Page; gth Of ſcnndalous contempt."

bebne That the teaching elders of each county ſhall

. . Ocmt'onz (_0r more if they ſee cauſe,) which aſ

ſOleOn Oſ aſſocranons ſhall aſſemble twice a a
least, at ſuch time and lace a th ſh ll ye' r, at

cant-un the duties of th _ P , s ey a appoint, to

err office and the common mt st
of the churches, who ſh n a ere

and caſes ofimponancea h_conſider and reſolve questions

mong themſelves or h w ich ſhall be offered by any a

or "3 5 Who alſo ſhall have power of

>W -<<-q
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examining and recommending the candidates of the min- BOOK I.

istry to the work thereof." w

" XIII. That the ſaid aſſociated pastors ſhall take no- 1708

tice of any among themſelves, that may be accuſed of

ſcandal or hereſy, Unto or cognizable by them, examine

the matter carefully, and if they findjust occaſion ſhall di

rect to the calling of the council, where ſuch offenders .

ſhall be duly proceeded against." '

" XIV. That the aſſociated pastors ſhall alſo be con

ſultcd by bereaved churches, belonging to their aſſocia

tion, and recommend to ſuch churches ſuch perſons, as

may be fit to be called and ſettled in the work of the goſ

pel ministry among them And if ſuch bereaved churi

ches ſhall not ſeaſonably call and ſettle a minister among

them, the ſaid aſſociated pastors ſhall lay the state of ſuch

bereaved church before the general aſſembly of this colo

ny, that they may take order concerning them, as ſhall

be found neceſſary for their peace and ediſication."

'I XV. That it be recommended as expedient, that all

the aſſociations in this colony do meet in a general aſſo

ciation, by their reſpective delegates, one or more out of

each aſſociation, once a year, the first meeting to be at

Hartford, at the general election next enſuing the date

hereof, and ſo annually in all the counties ſucceſſively, at

ſuch time and place, as they the ſaid delcgates ſhall in

their annual meetings appoint."

The confeſſion of faith, heads of agreement, and theſe

articles of diſcipline having unanimouſly paſſed, and been

ſigned by the ſcribes, were preſented to the legiſlature

the ſucceeding October, for their approbation and estab

liſhment. Upon which they paſſed the following adop

ting act.
Arageneral ctcourt holden at New-Haven October

r 08.

7" THE reverend ministers, delegates from the elders Act oþaſ,

U and meſſengers of this government, met at Saybroolt ſembly a

" September 9th 1708, having preſented to this aſſem- deptan

t bly a Confeſſion of Faith, and Heads of Agreement, Lrgoszy'

" and regulations in the administration of church diſcic- platform

" pline, as unanimouſly agreed and conſented to by the Oct.1708.

* elders and churches in this government; this aſſembly

f' doth declare their great approbation of ſuch an happy

U agreement, and do ordain, that all the churches within

'5 this government, that are, or ſhall be, thus united in

ff doctrine, Worſhip, and gill'cilpline be, and for the fu-z

)

'
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U ture ſhall be owned and acknowledged establiſhed by

law -, provided always, that nothing herein ſhall be in

tended or construed to hinder or prevent any ſociety or

church, that is or ſhall be allowed by the laws of this

government, who ſoberly differ or diſſent from the

united churches hereby establiſhed, from exerciſing

worſhip and diſcipline, in their own way, according to

their conſciences."

U A true copy, Test,

U ELEAZAR KIMBERLY, Secretary."

THOUGH the council were uuanimous in paſſing the

platform of diſcipline, yet they were not all of one opin

ion. Some were for high conſociational government,

and in their ſentiments nearly preſbyterians, others were

much more moderate and rather vergiug on independen

cy; but exceedingly deſirous of keeping the unity of the

ſpirit in the bond Of peace, they exerciſed great Christian

condeſcenſion and amicableneſs towards each other.

As it was stipulated, that the heads of agreement

ſhould be obſerved through the colony, this was an im

portant mean of reconciling numbers to the constitution,

as theſe did not carry prints ſo far as the articles of diſ

cipline. Theſe did not make the judgments of councils

deciſive, in all caſes ; but only maintained, that particu

lar churches ought to have a reverential regard to their

judgment, and not to diſſent from it without apparent

grounds from the word of GOD. Neither did theſe give

the elders a negative in councils over the churches 3 and

in ſome other instances they gave more latitude than the

articles of diſcipline. Theſe therefore ſerved to recon

cile ſuch elders and churches, as were not for a rigid con

ſociational government, and to gain their conſent. Some

what different constructions were put upon the constitu

tion. Thoſe who were for a high conſociational govern

ment, oonstrued it rigidly according to the articles of

diſcipline, and others by the heads of agreement -, or, at

least, they were for ſoſtening down the more rigid arti

cles, by construing them agreeably to thoſe heads of

union.

No-rerHSTANmNG the Savoy confeſſion was adopted,

as the faith oſ the Connecticut churches, yet, by adopt

"18 the heads of agreement, it was agreed, that with re

fP<I&_to ſoundneſs of judgment in matters of faith. it was

LUTC'CHI, '* That a church acknowledge the ſcriptures to

a asdthe word of GOD, the perfect and only rule of faith

>- Practice, and own either the doctriual part of thoſe
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W commonly called the articles of the church ofEngland,

" or the confeſſion or catechiſms, ſhorter or longer, com

i piled by the aſſemby at Westminster, or the confcſlion

'i agreed on at the Savoy, to be agreeable to the ſaid rule."

Tle Saybrook platform, thus unanimouſly recommen

ded by the elders and meſſengers of the churches, and

adopted by the legiſlature, as the religious constitution

of the colony, met with a general reception, though ſome

of the churches were extremely oppoſed to it.*

THE elders and meſſengers of the county of Hartford

met in council, at Hartſord, the next February, and for

med into two distinct conſociations and aſſociations for

the purpoſes expreſſed in the constitution. The miniſ

ters and churches of the other three counties afterwards

formed themſelves into conſociations and aſſociations.

There were therefore, ſoon after, five conſociations and

the ſame number of aſſociations in the colony. The aſ

ſociations met annually, by a delegation of two elders

from each aſſociation, in a general aſſociation. This has

a general adviſory ſuperintendency over all the ministers

and churches in the colony. lts advice has generally

been acceptable to the ministers and churches, and cheer

fully carried into execution. The meeting of the gene

ral aſſociation was anciently in September ; but the time

of meeting, after ſome years, was altered, and for more

than ſixty years has been on the third Tueſday in June.

THE corporation of college having now obtained a

confeſſion of faith-5 adopted by the churches and legiſla

ture of the colony, adopted it for college, and the trustees

and officers of college, upon their introduction to office,

were required to give their aſſent to it, and to the West

minster confeſſion and catechiſms.

BUT before this could be effected Mr. Pierſon, the

preſident, was no more. He died on the 5th of March

1704, to the unſpeakable loſs and affliction both of the

college and the people of his charge. He had his educa

tion at Harvard college, where he was graduated 1668.

He appears first to have ſettled in the ministry at New

A

 

Boox I.
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1708.

Feb. tst,

1709.
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tions and
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tions for
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General
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tion.

*' Though Meſſieura Andrew, Pierpont, and Ruſſellwerc in

fluential characters, yet itis obſervable, that the churches, in that

county, ſent no meſſengers to the ſynod ; and the tradition i'

that the church and people of Norwich were ſo offended with

their minister, Mr. John Woodward,for conſenting to it, that

they never would forgive him and be reconciled ; but made ſuch

oppoſition to hisministry, that, by the advice of council, he re

flzned it and left the town.

Death 85

character

of Prefi

dent Pier

ſon.



grd THE HISTORY CHAP.XIX.

Boox I.

w

1709.

Students

removed .

to Say

brook.

Sept. u,

'712.

Direc

tions ref

pecting

candi

dates for

the miniſ

try

-hard student, good ſcholar, and great divine.

ark in New-Jerſey. Thence he came to Killingworth

and was installcd- in 1694. He had the character of a

ln his

whole conduct, he was wiſe, steady, and amiable. He

was greatly reſpected as a pastor, and he instructed and

governed college with general approbation.

UPON thc death of Rector Picrſon, the Reverend Mr.

Andrew was choſen rector pro tempore. The ſenior

claſs were removed to Milford to be under his immediate

instruction, until the commencement. The other stu

dents were removed to Saybrook, and put under the care

and instructions of two tutors. Mr. Andrew moderated

at the commencements and gave general directions to the

tutors. Mr. Buckingham alſo, who was one of the

trustees and reſided at Saybrook, during his life, had a

kind of direction and inſpection over the college. ln

this state it continued, without any material alteration,

until about the year 1 715.

THE ministers of Connecticut were exceedingly'atten

tive to the morals and qualifications of thoſe, whom they

recommended to the improvement of the churches, or

ordained to the pastoral office. The general aſſociation,

in 1712, at a mecting of theirs, at Fairfield, agreed upon

the following rules and recommended thcm to the con

ſidcration of the ſeveral aſſociations for their approbation

and concurrence.

a RULES agreed upon for the examination of CANDI

DATES for the ministry." a

a Acnnao upon, that the perſon tobe examined con.

cerning his qualifications for the evangelical ministry,

ſhall be dealt with, in his examinations, with all candor

and gentleneſs."

U 1. That he be able to give ſatisfaction, to the aſſoci

ation examining him, of his ſkill in the Hebrew, Greek,

and Latin tongues."

" 2. That he be able to give ſatisfaction, to the aſſoci

ation examining him, of his ſkill in Logic and Philoſo

h> *"
'p I' 3. He ſhall be examined what authors, in divinity,

he hath read; and alſo concerning the main grounds or

principles of the christian religion ; and ſhall therein of

ferjust matter of ſatisfaction to the aſſociation examining

him ; and ſhall give his aſſent to the confeſſion of faith

ublicly owned and declared to be the confeſſion of the

Filth of the united churches of this colony."
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ſ' 4. That itſ the liſe and converſation of the perſon to Boox I.

be examined be not well known to the aſſociation exam- vw

ining him, 'then-ſaid perſon ſhall offer ſufficient evidence 1713-v

to ſaid aſſociation of his ſober and religious converſation."

U 5. That the perſon to be examined ſhall publicly

pray, and alſo preach, in the preſence of the aſſocration

examining him, from ſome text of ſcripture which ſhall

be given him by ſaid aſſociation, and at ſuch time and

place as they ſhall appoint, in order to prove his gifts

for the miniſterial work." N

U RULES relating to th'e ordination of a perſon to the

workeſ the ministry."

a AGREED, .1. In caſe ofordination, thoſe who are Reſpect.

to ordain ought to be ſatisfied, that the perſon to be or- ing miniſ

dained is apt to teach, and oſ his inclination do the work te" 3" be

of the ministry." . ' ordamed'

" 2. That they ſhall be ſatisfied with his prudence

and fitneſs ſor the management oſ ſo great a trust, as that

of the 'work of the ministry."

U 3. The perſons to ordain ſhall be ſatisfied, that his

preaching and converſation be acceptable to the people

over whom he is to 'be ordained."

V 4. That he ſhall be able to explain ſuch texts of

ſcripture as ſhall be propoſed to him."

'1 5. That he ſhall be able to reſolve ſuch practical

caſes of conſcience as ſhall be propoſed to him."

. V 6. That he ſhall ſhew, to the ſatisfaction oſ the paſ

tors to ordain him, his competent ability to refute danger

ous errors, and defend the truth against gainſayers."

" 7. That he ſhall give his conſent to the church diſ

cipline oſ this colony as establiſhed by law 5 yet the paſ

tors to ordain are not to be too ſevere and strict with him

to be ordained, upon his ſober diſſent from ſome particu

lars in ſaid diſcipline."

Sucu has been the pious care oſ the venerable fathers

oſ the churches in Connecticut, to preſen'e in them a

learned, orthodox, experimental ministry. The aſſocia

tions have examined all candidates for the ministry and

recommended them to the churches previouſly to their

preaching in them. ln their examinations, they have

carefully enquired into their knowledge in divinity, their

exPerimental acquaintance with religion, their ministerial

gifts and qualifications, and have paid a ſpecial attention

to their morals, and good character. Hence theſe

Churches have been distinguiſhed and ſingularly happy in

a learned, pious, laborious, and prudent ministry.
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Anon-r this time a very valuable addition of books was

made to the college library, at Saybrook. In 1713, Sir

John Davie, of Groton, who had an estate deſcended to

him in England, with the title of baronet, gave a good

collection. The next year a much greater donation was

made by the generoſity and procurement of Jeremiah

Dummer, Eſquire, of Boston. He was then in London,

in the capacity of an agent for ſeveral of the New-Eng

land colonies. He ſent over above Boo volumes. About

1 20 of them were procured at his own charge. The rest

were from principal gentlemen in England, through his

ſolieitation and influence. Particularly from Sir Iſaac

Newton, Sir Richard Blackmore, Sir Richard Steel,

Doctors, Brumet, Halley, Bently, Kennet, Calamy, and

Edwards; and from the Reverend Mr. Henry and Mr.

Whiston. Theſe ſeverally gave a collection of their own

works, and Governor Yale put in about 40 volumes.

The library now conſisted of about nine hundred volumes.

FROM 1702 to 171'3 incluſively, forty ſix young gentle

men were graduated, at Saybrook. Of theſe, thirty four

became ministers of the goſpel, and two were elected

magistrates. Notwithstanding the infant state of the

college, numbers of them, through their native strength

of genius and the instructions of thoſe excellent tutors,

Llr. John Hart and Mr. Phineas Fiſk, became excellent

ſcholars, and ſhone not only as distinguiſhed lights in the

churches, but made a figure in the republic of letters.

Seven of them afterwards were fellows of the college, at

New-Haven; and another of them was that excellent

man, the Reverend Jonathan Dickinſon, preſident of the

college in New-Jerſey.

THE number of ordained ministers in the colony, this

year, excluſive of thoſe in the towns under the govern

ment of Maſſachuſetts, was forty three. Upon the low

est computation there was as much as one ordained min

ister to every four hundred perſons, or to every eighty

families. It does not appear, that there was one bereaved

church in the colony. Beſides there were a conſiderable

number of candidates preaching in the new towns and

pariſhes, in which churches were nor yet formed. At

or about this time, Mr. Thomas Towſey, began to preach

at Newtown, Mr. Joſeph Meacham at Coventry, Mr.

John Bliſs at Hebron, and Mr. John Fiſk at Killingly, at

Which places churches were ſoon after gathered and thoſe

Sintlzflcn ordained. Several other candſildatcs were

p eac ing m other places. i.
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IVame:qfming/Irn.Name:aſto-wm.OZZZZZZ'RDJZZZLLAgeSZZct/ZZZHffloricalNotej.

ThomasHookerOct.n,1633july164761Oct.n,1633*MR.EDWARDSwasnearly64

SamuelStone-do.do.do.20,1663yearsintheministry,andabletoJolkphHavnesMay24,1679preachuntilhewasabout84years

SamuelWhitingHARTPORD-oſage..

Mr.FosterlstChurch* _1-MR.BULKLEYwasſonoſtheTimothvVVoodbridgeNov.18,1685Apnl30,1732Rev.PeterBulkleofConcordinSamuelWhiting}2dChurch1669.Maſſachuſctts,anagentlemanofThomasBuckinghamFeb-12,1669averyeminentcharacter.ItisJohnWarhamAprilI,1670Marcb1630thusgivenuponhismonument.EphraimHeuezWlNDSOR1639Sept.4,1644"Whowasoſrareabilities,extraSamuelMather1682March18,1726ordinaryindustry,excellentinTimothvEdwards"ZdChUYChMay16941311.27,175888May1694learning,masteroſmanylanguaHenrvSmith16411641ges,exquiſiteinhisſkillindivinJonathanRuſſell*Diſ166.ity,phſicandlaw;andoſamofl:GerſhomBulklev-f-WETHnal-'1anInst.1666{Die'dI7}78exempryandchristianlife."ByJoſephRowlandſonjt_Inst.713reaſonoſinfirmityhereſinedtheJohnWoodbridgeInst.1679ministrymdnyyearsbebrehis

StephenMixOrd.1694Aug.28,173866death.

RogerNewtonOct.13,1651.Remo.1657Oct-1652IMR.ROWLANDSON,the4thSamuelHookerFARMXNGTONJuly1661Nov.6.1697JUIY6,1661ministeroſWethersſield,rem0vedSamuelVVhitmanDec.to,1706fromLancastermMaſſachuſetts,BurnhamKsusmc-rouDcc.Io,17xzDec.Io,1712.afterthattownwasburntbythe

'zdChurch-Indians,in1676,

-L'rl1

'1xoog
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1-THERe'.Mr.HobartwasfirstordainedatTopsſieldinMaſſachuſetts.
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Name;of7'1int'stm._Nameroſto-wm.OQZZa/ler[BZZUZLſlgt.2:leHistarimlNoteſ.

Nath-AmelCollcns,A,Nov.4,rowſDcc.18,1684_ff'

NoadiahRuſſel-1}MmmſinmNJſOct-Z4'1638 _*Asthegathering,orformingofthe
'TimmhvStephensGLASTENBURYOct-169.)Apn]16,172560'churches,nsfarascanbefound,wasu

JoſephPcckuſAUS-26'16694-June7,1699777mverſallyonthedayoſordinntion,no johnSonthmaidATERBURYMJY50'I70512.eolumnismadetocertiſythctimeoſtheir DudleWoodbridgesU"Miffllh3-m96August3,1710formation;butwhereverthismark4-is TimotrWoodbridgc}YMSBI712Aufiufi28,1742.iſetafterthefiguresexpreſſlngthetimeof JeremiaHobartfHADDAMNOV-14'17001dleNov.6,171585ordinzuionitgrvesnoncethatthechurch

SamuelWhitingWINDHAMDeC-4'"00sept-37:1725wasformedattheſametrme.

JohnBulldeyCOLCHESTERDCC-20'r703june1731'*+MR._SamuelStowpreachedſorne StephenHoſmerEAST-I'IADDAMMay3''704 __yearsatMrddletown,butashewasdrſ JoſephCo'LtPLAlNFlELDJan-6'17064-Dlfi'nlſſed1748Ionnſſedbeforetheehurchwasgatheredhe
EleazarWilliams.MANSFlELDOct-18,17101t8tsnotreckonedm_thehflofitsnun

Nathanie]ChauncyDURHAMFeb-7,17IIDledFeb.r,175614lsters.,

SamuelEasterbrookCANTERBURYJuneis:I7uD-June26,1727

Thence_heremovedtoLon-Ifland,andafterngto

Mr.NxcholasNoyespreacedthirteen

carsmſhe

I!ddmwherehediedintheministryata.veryadvancedage.Beforehim,

toZvn2:bhtduringthistimenochurchwasformed;andheleftdwasaftquordamedtothepaſtoralofficeIna

eburchatSakm,inMaffachuſetts.

I

thetown,an
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Nail/8!J'ai/listen.Name:oſtmvm.OZZZZZZJY'ezodvzzAge*i1'\n,:z.l:£HistorimlNoteſ'

JohnDavenportInstalled1639Removed106872,Pill'rs7*AFTERtheremovalofMr.Dav
WilliamHookNHOrdatn.1644'656' enrt,Mr.Streetcontinuedtheonly

Nicholasstreet'tEw'AVENOrdain.1659Di.Ap.zz,1674inructorofthechurchuntilhisdeath;
JamesPierpontJuly_2,1685Di.N0v.az,171454andafterhisdeceaſethechurchand PeterPruddenApnl18,1640165656Pil'7peoplewereelevenyearswithouta RogerNewton}MlLFORDIn.Au.zz.166oJune7,1683pastor.AreatvarietyoſpreachersSamuelAndrewNov.18,1685Jan.24,1738wereinviteintothetown,butnone HenryWhitfield-Removed1650Pil.7couldunitethemuntilMr.Pierpont

JohnHigginſonGRemoved1659wascalled.Underhisministrythe,
JoſephElrot"Emm'1664May24,1694enjoyedgreatpeaceandwereedifich

"ThomasRugglesNov.so,'695JuneI,1728581-THEcommitteeoſNew-Havenfor JohnHartzdS-EAST-GUILFORDNov.1707March1732ſettlinthetownofWallinford,for AbrahamPierfon}B1644Removed1665theſaetyofthechurch,obigedthe
SamuelRuſſel]RANFORDMarch1687-1-June25,173'171undertaken-sandallthefirccefliveplanJohnBowersterstoſubſcribethefollowingengae JohnJamesDream'ment,viz.'5Heortheyſhallnotiidygoſephlgloſe8'iantylnciletalnsdisturgtheslll'iurch,fyvhen

amuetrcet1674Jan.16,1r0'eeere,ineiroiceomin
SamuelWhittelſeyiWALL'NGFORnl'May1710April15.135:66"isterorministers,orotherchurch JamesHeminwayEAST-HAVEN'7074-Oct.7,175470aofficers;orinanyoftheirother

"churchrights,liberties,.oradmin
"'istrations;norſhallwithdrawduemaintenancefromſuch_miniſh'y.'fThisſhowshowjkronlythechurchesinthispartoſthecolonywere,atthattune,oppoſedtotownsandpanſheshavmganythingtodointhechoxceoamunster,ormanychurchaffairs.
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.NHWI'j'mſſinw'n-NameftawOrdainedOrl.

_'.* .m.-_\l)lcdarN.

RichardBIYnmanwv"Lad/w;m'fflwfl'-Ag"mile?rHW'FW/NNW

chſhomBulkley*"48 RU*ThereſeemsLohaveannochurch sxmonBmdstreet'szþLoNvo"odd5-1670Dtiiglioved1666formedinNew-Londonuntiltheordi GurdonSaltonstanNow15_161R1683xznauonofMr.Bradstrcot,anditisprob EſiphajetAdam,)Feb_"a,&na-gan:1707ablethatneitherMr.BlynmannorMr. Jamespitchs''eU""53&lulldeywereſimstallodorordainedin

ThomasBuckingham"FROMtewwn'

1'TheRevcrendMr.Noyespreach

JZHSRaia?S-roumc'ronSept.10

D.De.c.30.un)go-8ebceiſa;szninflngorerim:ccnWin Now/w"_nenoaresmanon.tappears.y lah"WOOdWZlſdDec'6'1699D'ſ-s'Þ-l.-1716thechurchrecords,thathepreachedm

JohnVWM'ſhndge1666RngO.1679thetown55yearsand6month'.

Abraham)PlerſonKrnuucwonuInfi."94DtegiMa.5.17071Mr,Picrponz,returningfroma.' IN?HotOct''6'11209+AP'I]zz.176378whichbehadmadehisEyiends,atpr

YZSZLETZFBW;þmDec.A:w.*f;::t"*zx"a:=:3;%'=:

SalmonTrca:Pusron ſNov.16.1698Reſ.Mar.14.x744xzcxoſstheriverinacanoc,butanuncle ]oſcphPazſonsLuna"Nov.'7-1700Diſiniſſed17089pectcdgtgstofWindaroſe,bwhich'a

SamuelWellesDec.5.17"17"wasovcdet.HubodwaſtetoF'ſhF'3
ifland,whereitwasenupandbwed
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Mr.Jenes''* .Mr.Joneswasepiſcopallyordained SamuelWakemanFAlRFIELDSept.30.1665March8.1692inEngland,andcameintothiscountry
JoſephWebbAug.15.1694Sept.19.1732.atanearlyperiod,butasthefirstrecords

AdamBlackman16404.Died1665oſFairfieldwereburnt,noparticularac
lſraelChauncy}STRATFORD1665March14.377.:countcanbegivenoſhisinstallationor

TimothyCutlerJan.n.1709R.toY.C.1719thetimeoſhisdeath.

ZachariahWalkerzdChurchR.toWoodbury+Mr.DentondiedatHempstedupon RichardDentonf164!Removed1644Longiſland,abouttheyear1663,where

JohnBiſhopSTAMFORD1644Died1694heleſtposterity.

JohnDavenportx694D.Feb.5.1731IMr.BowersremovedfromDerby

ThomasHanſord}NORWALK1654andſettledatRyeabouttheyear1688.

StephenBuckinghamNov.17.1697ReLFeb.z4.1727Mr.WebbthenpreachedatDerbyabout

JoſephMorganGasnnwrcu.12Yearsbutwasnotordained.

SethshoveDANBURYOct.13.1697.]-7]lMr.Collens,afterlaboringmore ZachariahWalkerWOODBURYthantwentyyearsatEnſield,reſigned johnBowerstRYEhisministryinthatplace,butpreached Mm'sruswithintheboundariesofCONNECTICUT,butunderthejuriſdictionofMasSA-FoOtherFongregauonsam!commuedm

CHUSETTS,in1713.'"um-'1msflcaſh

NathanielCollensllBNHELÞ1697+Reſ.died175779

BenjuminRuggleeSun-'nanMay16984-Sept.5.1708

JoſiahDwightWoonsrocx

 

 

 

 

 

WiTHl_Ntheboundaricsoſthecolony,includingthoſeunderthejuriſdictionoſMaſſachidietts,therewerefortyſixchurches,which

hadbeenilludeWithaboutmnetyministers.Thechurchesenjoyedpeace,andincreaſedinnumbers,knowledge,andbeauty.
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ORIGINAL pajm': illa/[rating the preceding History.

N U M B E R I.

THE oldþatent qf Connecticut 1631.

To all people, unto whom this preſent writing ſhall

come, Robert, Earl of Warwick, ſendeth greeting, in

our LORD GOD everlasting.

NOW ye, that the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick,

K for divers good cauſes and conſiderations him there

unto moving, hath given, granted, bargained, ſold, enfe

offed, aliened, and confirmed, and by theſe preſents doth

give, grant, bargain, ſell, enfeoff, aliene, and confirm,

unto the right honorable William, Viſcount Say and Seal,

the right honorable Robert, Lord Brook, the right hon

orable Lord Rich, and the honorable Charles Fiennes,

Eſq. Sir Nathaniel Rich, Knt. Sir Richard Saltonstall

Knt. Richard Knightly, hſq. John Pym, Eſq. John

I-Iampden, Eſq. John Humphrey, Eſq. and Herbert Pel

lam, Eſq. their heirs and afligns, and their aſſociates ſor

ever, all that part of New-England, in America, which

lies and extends itſelf from a river there called Narragan

fet river, the ſpace of forty leagues upon a straight line

near-the ſea ſhore towards the ſouthwest, west and by

ſouth, or west, as the coast lieth towards Virginia, ac

counting three Engliſh miles to the league; and alſo all

and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever, ly

ing and being within the lands aforeſaid, north and ſouth

inlatitude and breadth, and in length and longitude of

and within, all the breadth aforeſaid, throughout the

main lands there, from the westem ocean to the ſouth

ſea, and all lands and grounds, place and places, ſoil,

Wood, and woods, grounds, havens, ports, creeks and

rivers, waters, ſiſhings, and hercditaments whatſoever,

lying within the ſaid ſpace, and every part and parcel

'631.
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thereof. And alſo all iſiands lying in America aforeſaid,

in the ſaid ſeas, or either of them,an the western or eaſ

tern coasts, or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands, by theſe

preſents mentioned to be given, granted, bar ained, ſold,

enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed, and alſo a l mines and

minerals, as well, royal mines of gold and ſilver, as other

mines and minerals whatſoever, in the ſaid land and

premiſes, or any part thereof, and alſo the ſeveral rivers

within the ſaid limit', by what name or names ſoever

called or known, and all juriſdictions, rights, and royal

ties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, powers, privileges,

franchiſes, preeminencies, and commodities whatſoever,

which the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick, now hath or

had, or might uſe, exerciſe, or enjoy, in or within any

part or parcel thereof, excepting and reſerving to his ma

jesty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors the fifth part of all gold

and ſilver ore, that ſhall be found within the ſaid prem

iſes,or any part or parcel thereof : To HAVE and to HOLD

the ſaid part of New-England in America, which lies and

extends and is ahutted as aſoreſaid. And the ſaid ſev

eral rivers and every part and parcel thereof, and all the

ſaid ifiands, rivers, ports, havens, waters, ſiſhings, mines,

minerals, juriſdictions, powers, franchiſes, royalties, lib

erties, privileges, commodities, hereditaments and prem

iſes, whatſoever with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid

William, Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook,

Robert, Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, vSir Nathaniel Rich,

Sir Richard Saltonstall, Richard Knightly, John Pym,
John Hampden, John Humphrey and Heſirbert Pellam,

their heirs and affigns and their aſſociates, to the Only pro

per and abſolute uſe and behooſoſ them the ſaid William,

Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook, Robert,

Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir

Richard Saltonstall, Richard Knight] , John Pym, John

Hampden, John Humphrey, and Her ert Pellam, their

heirs and aſiigns, and their aſſociates for ever more. In

witneſs whereof the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick, hath

hereunto ſet his hand and ſeal, the nineteenth day of

March, in the ſeventh year of the reign of our ſovereign

Lord Charles, by the Grace of God, King oſ England,

Scotland, France and lreland, defender of the faith &e.

Annoq. Domini 1631. -

Big-nedstaled and delivered, in flu- prgſence yf

WALTER WlLLIAMS.

Tnozus Howson.

Roman-r Waxwxex. A Seal

___._ _-_.__
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NUMBERII. 'v

MR. WlN'ſHROP'S commz'ffion to erect afort at the mouth

of Connecticut river, rwrt/J article: of agreement heſ-wem 1535

him and their lorqſhz'p: Say and Seal, Brooh, &Ft. 163 5.

KNOW all men, by theſe preſents, that we Arthur

Haſſelring, Bart. Sir Richard Saltonstall, Knt. Henry

Lawrencc, Henry Darly, and George Fenwick, Eſquires;

in our own names and in the name of the right honora

ble Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook and the

rest of our company, Do ordain and constitute John

Winthrop, Eſquire, the younger, governor of the river

Connecticut, with the places adjoining thereunto, for

and during the ſpace of one whole year, after his arrival

there, giving him, from and under us, full power and

authority, to do and execute any ſuch lawful act and

thing,both in reſpect of the place and people, as alſo of

the affairs we have or ſhall have there, as to the dignity or

office of a governor dorh or may appertain. In witneſs

whereof, we have hereunto put our hands and ſeals, this

'Sth day of July, 1635.

RICHARD SALTONSTALL, An'rnun Hassemmc,

HENRY LA-WRENCB, Geoncn Fenwrcx,

Hemur DARLEY,

Five ſeals appendant impreſſed in one large piece ofWax.

ARTICLES made bel-ween the right honarahle the Lord' V

count Say and Seal, Sir Art/m' Hqſſhlring, Ba' one', Sir

Rithard Saltonstall, Knight, Henry La-wrence, Henry

Barley, and George Pin-wiſſ, Eſguirer, on the one part,

and John Winthrop, the younger, ofthe other, the 71/2

a] 16 .
ZlRyST, aſshat we, in our names, and the rest of the

company, do by theſe preſents appoint John Winthrop

the younger, governor of the river Connecticut in New

England, and of the harbonr and places adjoining, for

the ſpace of one year, from his arrival there. And the

ſaid John Winthrop doth undertake and covenant for his

part, that he will, with all convenient ſpeed, repair to

thoſe places, and there abide as aſoreſaid for the best ad

vancement of the company's ſervice.

p SECONDLY, 'That ſo ſoon as he-comes to the bay, he

ſhall endeavour to provide able men to the number of

fifty, at the least, for making of it rtifications and build

ing ot houſes at the river Connccticut, and the harbout

'a
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April,

1639.

adjoining, first for their own preſent accommodations,

and then ſuch houſes as may receive men oſ quality,

which latter houſes we would have to be builded within

the ſort. '

Tumour, That he ſhall employ thoſe men, according

to his best ability, for the advancement of the company's

ſervice, eſpecially in the particulars abovementioned, du

ring the time of his government, and ſhall alſo give a

true and just account of all the monies and goods com

mitted to his managing.

FOURTHLY, That for ſuch as ſhall plant there now, in

the beginning, he ſhall take care that they plant them

ſelves either at the harbour or near the mouth of the

river, that theſe places may be the better strengthened for

their own ſafety, and to that end, that they alſo ſet down

in ſuch bodies together, as they may be most capable ofan

entrenchment, provided that there be reſerved unto the

fort, for the maintenance of it, one thouſand or fifteen

hundred acres, at least, of good ground as near adjoining

thereunto as may be. '

FrFTHLY, That foraſmuch as the ſervice will take

him off from his own employment, the company do en

gage themſelves, to give him a juſt and due conſideration

for the ſame. In witneſs whereof we have interchange

ably hereunto ſubſcribed our names.
W. SAY and SEAL, ct Geoaca FENwrcx,

HENRY Lawaauca, ARTHUR HASSBLRING,

RXCHARD SALTONSTALL, HENRY DARLEY.

NUMBER Ill.

THE original co'zstitutian of Connectitut,flrmed by volunta

ry compact, 1639.

FORASMUCH as it hath pleaſed the Almighty GOD,

by the wiſe diſpoſition of his Divine Providence, ſo to or

der and diſpoſe oſ things, that we the inhabitants and

reſidents of Windſor, Hartſord, and Wethersfield, are

now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the river of

Connecticut and the lands thereunto adjoir. ag, and well

knowing where a people are gathered together the word

of GoD requireth that, to maintain the peace and union

of ſuch a people, there ſhould be an orderly and decent

government establiſhed according to GOD, to order and

dlſpoſe of the affairs of the people at all ſeaſons, as occa

ſion ſhould TeqUiſe; do therefore aſſociate and conjoin
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ourſelves to beas one public Sun: orCOMMONWEALTH;

and do, ſor ourſechs and our ſucceſſors, and ſuch as ſhall

be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into com

bination and confederation together, to maintain and pre

ſerve the liberty and purity of the goſpel of our LORD

Jesus, which we now profeſs, as alſo the diſcipline of

the churches, which, according to the truth of ſaid goſ

pel, is now practiſed amongst us ; as alſo in our civil af

fairs to be guided and governed according to ſuch laws,

rules, orders, and decrees, as ſhall be made, ordered, and

decreed, as followeth.

I. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that there

ſhall be yearly two general aſſemblies or courts, the one

on the ſecond Thurſday of April, the other the ſecond

Thurſday of September following : The first ſhall be

called the COURT of ELECTION, wherein ſhall be yearly

choſen, from time. to time, ſo many magistrates and other

public officers as ſhall be found requiſite, whereof one

to be choſen governor for the year enſuing, and until a

nother be choſen, and no other magistrate to be choſen

for more than one year ; provided always there be ſue

choſen beſides the governor, which being choſen and

ſworn according to an oath recorded for that purpoſe,

ſhall have power to administer ' justice according to the

laws here establiſhed, and for want thereof according to

the rule of the word of GOD; which choice ſhall be made

by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the oath

of fidelity, and do cohabit within this juriſdiction, having

been admitted inhabitants by the major part of the town.

where they live, or the major part of ſuch as ſhall be then

preſent. *

II. l'r is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the e

lection of the aforeſaid magistrates ſhall be on this man

ner ; every perſon preſent and qualified for choice ſhall

bring in (to the perſons deputed to receive them) one ſin

gle paper, with the name of him written on it whom he

deſires to have governor, and he that hath the greatest

number of papers ſhall be governor for that year : And

the rest of the magistrates or public officers to be choſen

in this manner ; the ſecretary for the time being ſhall

first read the names of all that are to be put to choice,

and then ſhall ſeverally nominate them distinctly, and ev

ery one that would have the perſon nominated to be cho

ſen ſhall bring in one ſingle paper written upon, and he

that would not have him choſen ſhall bring in a blank,

U u u
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and every one that has more written papers than blanks

ſhall be a magistrate for that year, which papers ſhall be

received and told by one or more that ſhall be then cho

ſen, by the court, and ſworn to be faithful therein ; but

in caſe there ſhould not be ſix perſons as aforeſaid beſides

the goVernor out of thoſe which are nominated, then he,

or they which have the most written papers ſhall be a ma

gistrate, or magistrates for the enſuing year, to make up

the aforeſaid number.

llI. I'r is ordered, ſentcneed, and decreed, that the

ſecretary ſhall not nominate any perſon new, nor ſhall

any perſon be choſen newly into the magistracy, which

Was not propounded in ſome general court before, to be

nominated the next election : And to that end it ſhall be

lawful for each of the towns aforeſaid, by their deputies,

to nominate any two whom they conceive fit to be put to

election, and the court may add ſo many more as they

judge requiſite.

IV. I'r is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that no

perſon be choſen governor above once in two years, and

that the governorbe always a member of ſome approved

congregation, and formerly of the magistracy wit in this

juriſdiction, and all the magistrates freemen of this com

monwealth 5 and that no magistrate or other public

officer ſhall execute any part of his or their office before

they are ſeverally ſworn, which ſhall be done in the face

of the court if they be preſent, and in caſe 'of abſence by

ſome deputed for that purpoſe.

V. lT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that to the

aforeſaid court of election, the ſeveral towns ſhall ſend

their deputies, and when the elections are ended they

may proceed in any public ſervice, as at other courts;

alſo the other general court in Septemberſhall be for ma

king of laws and any other public occaſion which con

cerns the good of the commonwealth.

VI. l'r is ordered, ſenteneed, and decreed, that the

governor ſhall, either by himſelf or by the ſecretary, ſend

out ſummonſes to the constables of every town, for the

calling of thoſe two standing courts, one month at least

before their ſeveral times ; and alſo if the governor and

the greatest part of the magistrates ſee cauſe, upon any

ſpecial occaſion, to call a general court, they may give or

der to the ſecretary ſo to do within fourteen days warn

ing; and if urgent neceſſity ſo require, upon a ſhorter no

KCC. giving ſufficient grounds for it to the deputies when

they meet, or elſe be questioned for the ſame. And if
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the governor, or major part of the magistrates ſhall either

neglect or refuſe to call the two general standing courts,

or either of them, as alſo at other times when the occa

ſions oſ the commonwealth require, the freemen thereof,

or the major part of them ſhall petition to them ſo to do;

if then it be either denied or neglected, 'be ſaid freemen,

or the major part oſ them, ſhall have power to give order

to the constables of the ſeveral towns to do the ſame, and

ſo may meet together and chooſe to themſelves a mode

rator, and may proceed to do any act of power which

any other general courts may. _

VlI. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that after

there are warrants given out for any of the ſaid general

courts, the constable or constables of each town ſhall

forthwith give notice distinctly to the inhabitants of the

ſame, in ſome public aſſembly, or by going or ſending

from houſe to houſe, that at a place and time by him or

them limited and ſet, they meet and aſſemble themſelves

together, to elect and chooſe certain deputies to be at the

general court then following, to agitate the affairs of the

commonwealth, which ſaid deputies ſhall be choſen by

all that are admitted inhabitants in the ſeveral towns, and

have taken the oath of fidelity z provided, that none be

choſen a deputy for any general court which is not a free

man of this commonwealth : The aforeſaid deputy ſhall

be choſen in manner following; every perſon that is pre

ſent and qualified, as before expreſſed, ſhall bring the

names of ſuch, written on ſeveral' paþers, as they deſire

to have choſen, for that employment -, and thoſe three

or four, more or leſs, being the number agreed on to be

choſen, for that time, that have the greatest number of

papers written for them, ſhall be deputies for that court ;

whoſe names ſhall be indorſed on the back ſide of the

warrant, and returned into the court with the constable ,

or constables hand unto the ſame.

Vlll. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that

Windſor, Hartford, and Wethers'field ſhall have power,

each town, to ſend four of their freemen as their deputies,

to every general court ; and whatſoever other towns ſhall

be hereafter added to this juriſdiction, they ſhall (End ſo

many deputies as the court ſhall judge meet ; a reaſon

able proportion to the number ofſreemen that are in ſaid

towns, being. to be attended therein 5 which de uties ſhall

have the power of the whole town to give t eir votes,

and allowance to all ſuch laws and orders, as may be for
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39 order the court, t

the public good, and unto which the ſaid towns are to be

bound.

IX. I'r is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the

deputies, thus choſen, ſhall have power and liberty to

appoint a time and a place of meeting together, before

any general court, to adviſe and conſult of all ſuch things

as may concern the good of the public 5 as alſo to exam

ine their own elections, whether according to the order;

and if they or the greatest part of them ſind any election

to be illegal, they may ſeclude ſuch for the preſent from

their meeting, and return the ſame and their reaſons to

the court ; and if it prove true the court may fine the

party or parties ſo intruding, upon the town, if they ſee

cauſe, and give out a warrant to go to a new election in

'

' 'a legal way, either in part or in whole ; alſo the ſaid dep

uties ſhall have power to ſine any that ſhall be diſorderly

at their meeting, or for not coming in due time or place,

according to appointment; and they may rerum ſald

ſine into the court, if it be refuſed to be paid, and the

treaſurer to take notice of it, and to estreat or levy the

ſame as he doth other fines.

X. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that every

general court (except ſuch as, through neglect of the

governor and the greatest part of the magistrates, the

freemen themſelves do call,) ſhall conſist of the governor,

or ſome one choſen to moderate the court, and four oth

er ma istrates at least, with the major part of the depu

ties o the ſeveral tow'ns legally choſen ; and 'm caſe the

freemen, or the major part of them, through neglect

or refuſal of the governor and major part of the magiſ

trates,ſhall call a court,that ſhall conſist of the major part

of the freemen that ane preſent, or their deputies, with a

moderator choſen by them ; in which ſaid general court

ſhall conſist the SUPREME Powea of the Common

WEALTH, and they only ſhall have power to MAKE LAWS

or repeal them, to grant Imiu, to admitfreemen, to diſþast a

land: undz/poſed of, to ſeveral towns or perſons, and al o

ſhall have power to call other courts, or magistrate, or

any other perſon whatſoever, into question for any miſ

dem_ean0r ; and may for just cauſes diſplace or deal oth

erwrſe, according to the nature Of the offence z and alſo

may deal m any other matter that concerns the good of

this eommonwealth, except election of magistrates,

wlhtcll: ſhall be done by the whole body of freemen ; in

w. 1? Court the governor or moderator ſhall have power

0 give liberty of ſpeech, and ſilence
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unreaſonable and diſorderly ſpeaking, to put all things to

Vote, and in caſe the vote be equal to have a casting voice;

but none of theſe Courts ſhall be adjourned or diſſolved

without the conſent of the major part oſ the court.

XI. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decred, that when

any general court, upon the occaſions of the common

wealth, have agreed upon any ſum (r ſums of money to

be levied upon the ſeveral towns within this juriſdiction,

that a committee be choſen to ſet out and appoint what'

ſhall be the proportion of everytown to pay,oſ the ſaid levy,

provided the committee be made up of an equal number'

out ofcach town. r4th January 1638.'

NUMBER IV.

THEſundamentaInrtic/er, or Original rotffl'iutian gftbe colo

ny que-w-Hawn, Junc 41/2, 1639.

THE 4th day of the 4th month, called June, 1639, all

the free planters aſſembled together in a general meeting,

to conſult about ſettling civil government, according to

GOD, and the nomination of perſons that might be found,

by conſent of all, ſittest in all reſpects for the foundation

work of a church, which was intended to be gathered in

Quinipiack. After ſolemn invocation of the name of

GOD, in prayer for the preſence and help of his ſpirit

and grace, in thoſe weighty buſineſſes, they were remin

ded of the buſineſs whereabout they met, (viz.) for the

establiſhment of ſuch civil order as might be most pleaſ

ing unto GOD, and for the chooſing the ſittest men for

the foundation work of a church to be gathered. For

the better enabling them to diſcern the mind of Gon,

and to agree accordinle concerning the establiſhment of

civil order, Mr. John Davenport propounded divers que

ries to them publicly, praying them to conſider ſeriouſly

in the preſence and fear of Goo, the weight of the bu

ſineſs they met about, and not to be raſh or flight in giv

ing their votes to things they understood not ; but to di

gest' fully and thoroughly what ſhould be propounded to

them, and without reſpect to men, as they ſhould be ſat.

isſied and perſuaded in their own minds, to give their an

ſwers in ſuch ſort as they would be willing ſhould stand

upon record for posterity.

Tars being earnestly preſſed by Mr. Davenport, Mr.

Robert Newman was intreated to write, in characters,

 
ct I. This a' we now date was 1639.

June 4th,

'639.
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and to read distinctly and audibly in the hearing of all

the people, what was propounded and accorded on, that

it might appear, that all conſented to matters propoun

ded, according to words written b-y him. '

very I. WHETHER the ſcriptures do hold forth a

perfect rule for the direction and government of all men

in all duties which they are to perform to GOD and men,

as well in ſamilies and commonwealth, as in matters of

the church? This was aſſented unto by all, no man diſ

ſienting, as was expreſſed by holding upof hands. After

wards it was read over to them, that they might ſee in

what words their vote was expreſſed. They again expreſ

ſed their conſent by holding up their hands, no man diſ
ſenting. ſi 1

Lucry II. WHEREAS there was a covenant ſolemnly

made by the whole aſſembly of free planters of this' plan

tation, the first day oſ extraordinary humiliation, which

we had after we came together, that as in matters that

concern the gathering and ordering of a church, ſo like

wiſe in all public officers which concern civil order, as

choice of magistrates and officers, making and repealing

laws, dividing allotrnents of inheritance, and all things of

like nature, we would all of us be ordered by thoſe rules

- which the ſcripture holds forth to us ; this covenant was

called a plantation Covenant, to distinguiſh it from a

church covenant, which could not at that time be made,

nehurch not being then gathered, but was deferred till a

church might be gathered, according to Gon : It was

demanded whether all the free planters do hold themſelves

bound by that covenant, in all buſineſſes of that nature

which are expreſſed in the covenant, to ſubmit themſelves

to be ordered by the rules held forth in the ſcripture ?

Tars alſo was aſſented unto by all, and no man gain.

ſayed it ; and they did testify the ſame by holding up

their hands, both when it was first propounded, and con

firmed the ſame by holding up their hands when it was

read unto them in public. John Clark being abſent,

when the covenant was made, cloth now maniſest his con

ſent to it. Alſo Richard Bcach, Andrew Law, Good

man Banister, Anhur Halbridge, John Potter, Robert

Hill, John Brocket, and John Johnſon, theſe perſous,

being not admitted planters when the covenant was made,

do now expreſs their conſent to it. '

- Liar, Ill. Tuosz Who have deſired to be received as

free planters, and are fettled in vthe plantation, with a

Purpoſe, reſolution and deſire, that they may be admitted
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into church fellowſhip, according to CHRIST, as ſoon as

GOD ſhall fit them thereunto, were deſired to expreſs it

by holding up hands. Accordingly all did expreſs this

to be their deſire and purpoſe by holding up their hands

twice (viz.) at the propoſal of it, and after when theſe

written words were read unto them.

Que'y lV. ALL the free planters were called upon

to expreſs, whether they held themſelves bound to estab

liſh ſuch civil order as might best conduce to the ſecur

ing of the purity and peace of the ordinance to themſelves

and their posterity according to GOD ? ln anſwer here

unto they expreſſed by holding up their hands twice as

before, that they held themſelves bound to establiſh ſuch

- civil order as might best conduce to the ends aſoreſaid.

THEN Mr. Davenportdeclared unto them, by the ſcrip

ture, what kind of perſons might best be trusted with

matters oſ government; and by ſundry arguments from

ſcripture proved that ſuch men as were deſcribed in Exod.

xviii. 2, Deut. i. 13, with Deut. xvii. 15, and 1 Cor. vi.

r, 6, 7, ought to be intrusted by them, ſeeing they were

free to cast themſelves into that mould and ſorm oſ com

monwehlth which appeared best for them in reference to

the ſecuring the peace and peaceable improvement of all

CHRXST his ordinances in the church according to GOD,

Whereunto they have bound themſelves, as hath been ac

knowledged.

Havmc thus ſaid he ſat down praying the company

freely to conſider, whether they would have it voted at

this time or not. After ſome ſpace of ſilence, Mr. The

ophilus Eaton anſwered, it might be voted, and ſome oth

ers alſo ſpake to the ſame purpoſe, none at all oppoſing it;

Then it was propounded to vote.

ngry V. WHETHER free burgeſſes ſhall be choſen

out of the church members, they that are in the foundn

tion work of the church being actually free burgefl'es, and.

to chooſe to themſelves out of the like estate of church

fellowſhip, and the power of chooſing magistrates and oſ

ficers from among themſelves, and the power of making

and repealing laws, according to the word, and the divi

ding of inheritances, and deciding of differences that

may ariſe, and all the buſineſſes of like nature are to be

tranſacted by thoſe free burgeſſes? This was put to vote

and agreed unto by lifting up of hands twice, as in the

former it was done. Then one man stood up and expreſ

ſed his diſſenting from the rest in part z yet granting,

I. That magistrates ſhould be men fearing Gon. 2. That
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the church is the company where, ordinarily, ſuch me'

may be expected. 3. That they that chooſe them ought

to be men fearing Gon ; only at this he stuck, that free

planters ought not to give this power out of their hands.

Another stood up and anſwered, that nothing was done,

but with their conſent. The former anſwered, that all

the free planters ought to reſume this power into their

own hands again, ifthings were not orderly carried. Mr.

Theophilus Eaton anſwered, that in all places they chooſe

committees in like manner. The companies in London

chooſe the liveries by whom the public magistrates are

choſen. ln this the rest are not wronged, becauſe they

expect, in time, to be of the livery themſelves, and to

have the ſame power. Some others intreated the former

to give his arguments and reaſons whereupon he diſſented.

Herefuſed to do it,and ſaid, they might not rationally de

mand it, ſeeing he let the vote paſs on freely and did not

ſpeak till after it was past, becauſe he would not hinder

what they agreed upon. Then Mr. Davenport, after a

ſhort relation of ſome former paſſages between them two

about this question, prayed the company that nothing

might be concluded by them on this weighty question,

but what themſelves were perſuaded to be agreeing with

the mind of Gon, and they had heard what had been

ſaid ſince the voting; he intreated them again to conſider

of it, and put it again to vote as before. Again all of

them, by holding up their hands, did ſhow their conſent

ns before. And ſome of them confeſſed that, whereas

they did waver before they came to the aſſembly, they

were now fully convinced, that it is the mind of Gon. A

One of them ſaid that in the morning before he came

reading Deut. xvii. r 5, he was convinced at home. A

nother ſaid, tliat he came doubting to the aſſembly, but:

he bleſſed GOD, by what had been ſaid, he was now fully

ſatisfied, that the choice of burgeſſes out of church mem

bers, and to intrust thoſe with the power before ſpoken

of is according to the mind of GOD revealed in the ſcrip

tures. All having ſpoken their apprehenſions it was a

greed upon, and Mr. Robert Newman was deſired to

Write it as an order Whereunto every one, that hereafter

ſhould be admitted here as planters, ſhould ſubmit, and

testiſy the ſame by ſubſcribing their names to the order:

Namely, that church members only ſhall be free burgeſſes,

and that they only ſhall chooſe magistrates and officers

among themſelves, to have power of tranſacting all the

Publlc cml affairs of this-plantation; of making and re.
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pealing laws, dividing of inheritances, deciding of differ

ences that may ariſe, and doing all things and buſineſſe'

of like nature.

THlS being thus ſettled, as a fundamental agreement

concerning civil government, Mr. Davenport proceeded

to propound ſomething to conſideration about the gath

ering oſ a church, and to prevent the blemiſhing of the

first beginnings of the church work, Mr. Davenport ad

viſed, that the names of ſuch as were to be admitted

might be publicly propounded, to the end that they who

were most approved might be choſen; for the town be

ing cast into ſeveral private meetings, wherein they that

lived neareſt together gave their accounts one to another'

of GOD's gracious work upon them, and prayed to ether

and conferred to their mutual edification, ſundry 0 them

had knowledge one of an0ther; and in every meeting

ſome one was more approved of all than any other; for

this reaſon and to prevent ſcandals, the whole company

was intreated to conſider whom they found fittest to nom

inate for this work. '

Lyery VI. WHETHER are you all willing and do a

gree in this, that twelve men be choſen, that their fitneſs

or the foundation work may be tried; however there

may be more named yet it may be in their power who

are choſen to reduce them to twelve, and that it be in

the power of thoſe twelve to chooſe out of themſelves

ſeven, that ſhall be most approved of by the major part,

to begin the church ?

THIS was agreed upon by conſent of all, as was ex

preſſed by holding up of hands, and that ſo many as

ſhould be thought fit for the foundation work of the

church, ſhall be propounded by the plantation, and writ

ten down and paſs without exception, unleſs the had
given public ſcandal or offence. Yet ſo as in caſe oiypub

lic ſcandal or offence, every one ſhould have liberty to

propound their exception, at that time, publicly against

any man, that ſhould be nominated, when all their names

ſhould bewrit down. But if the offence were private,

that mens names might be tendered, ſo many as were

offended were intreated to deal with the offender pri

vately, and iſ he gave not ſatisfaction to bring the matter

to the twelve, that they might conſider of it impartially

and in the fear of GOD.

Www_
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THE agreement will: George Fcnwick, Eſquin, 1644."

ARTICLES of agreement made and concluded betwiXt

George Fenwick, Eſq. oſ Saybrook fort, on the one

part, and Edward Hopkins, john Haynes, john Ma

ſon, john Steele and James Booſy, for and on the be

halſof the juriſdiction of Connecticut river, on the

other part, the 5th of December 1644.

THE ſaid George Fenwick, Eſq. doth, by theſe preſ

Ents, convey and make over to the uſe and for the behoof

of the juriſdiction of Connecticut river aſoreſaid, the ſort

at Saybrook, with the appurtenances hereafter mention

ed, to be enjoyed by them forever. Two demiculvering

east pieces, with all the ſhot thereunto appettaining, ex

cept kiſty, which are reſerved for his own uſe -, two

long ſaker cast pieces with all the ſhot theretmto belong

ing; one murderer with two chambers and two ham

mered pieces; two barrels of gun powder, forty muſ- '

kers, with bandoleers and rtsts, as 'alſo four carabines,

ſwords, and ſuch irons as are there for a draw bridge;

one ſow of lead, and irons ſo" the carriagesof ordinance,

'and all the houſmg within the palliſado.

IT is alſo provided and agreed, betwixr the ſaid parties,

that all the land upon the river of Connecticut ſhall be

long to the ſaid juriſdiction of Connecticut, and ſuch

lands as are yet undiſpoſed of ſhall be ordered and given

out by a committee oſ tive, whereof George Fenwick,

Eſq aſoreſaid is always tobe one.

lT is further provided and agreed, that the town of

Saybrook ſhall be carried on according to ſuch agree

ments, and in that way which is already followed there,

and attended betwixt Mr. Fenwick and the inhabitants

there.

[T is alſo provided and agreed, 'betwixt the ſaid par

ties, that George Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall have liberty to

dwell in, or make uſe oſany or all the houſing belonging

to the ſaid fort, for-the ſpace of ten years; he keeping

thoſe which he makes uſe of in ſufficient repair (extraor

dinary caſualties excepted ;) and in caſe 'he remove his

dwelling to any Other place that he ſhould give half a

year's warning thereof, that proviſion may be made ac

cordingly; only it is agreed thatthere ſhall be ſome con

vcmcnt part of the houſing reſe'ived for a gunnen and
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his Family to live in, if the juriſdiction ſee fit to ſettle one

there.

lT is further provided and agreed, betwixt the ſaid

parties, that George Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall enjoy to his own

proper uſe, theſe particulars following. v 1

Ist. THE houſe near adjoming to the wharf, with the

wharſ and an acre of ground thereunto belonging 3 pro

vided that the ſaid acre oſ ground take not up above eight

rods in breadth by the water ſide. .

ad. THE point oſ land and the marſh lying under the
ſſbarn already built by the ſaid George Fenwick. _

3d. THE iſland commonly called ſix mile iſland, with.

the meadow thereunto adjoining, on the east ſide the

river. .

4th. THE ground adjoining to the town field which is

already taken off and incloſed with three rails, by the ſaid

George Fcnwickz only there is liberty granted to the

ſaid juriſdiction, if they ſee fit, to build a fort upon the

western point, Whereunto there ſhall be allowed an acre

ofground for a houſe lot.

5th lT is alſo provided and agreed, that the ſaid George

Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall have free warren in his own land,
and liberty for a floater for his own occaſionsſſ; as alſo

the like liberty is reſerved for any others of the adventu

rers, that may come unto theſe parts, with a double houſe

lot in ſuch place where they make choice to ſettle their

abode. '

ALL the forementioned rants ſexcept before excepted)

the ſaid George Fenwick, 'ſq. doth engage himſelf to

make good to the juriſdiction aforeſaid, against all claims

that may be made, by any other to the premiſes by reaſon

Qfany diſburſements made upon the place. _

-. The ſaid George Fenwick doth alſo promiſe, that all

the lands from Narraganſet river to the fort oſ Saybrook,

mentioned in a parent granted by the Earl of Warwick
floctcertain nobles and gentlemen, ſhall fall in under the

'uriſdiction of Connecticut, iſ it come into his power.

or and in regard of the premiſes, and other good conſid

erations, the ſaid Edward Hopkins, John Haynes, John

MaſonJohn Steele, and James Booſy,authorized thereun

to, by the general court for the juriſdiction of Connecti

cut, do, in behalf of the ſaid juriſdiction, promiſe and a

gree, to and with the ſaid George Fenwick, Eſq. that for

and during the ſpace of ten 7full and complete years, to

begin from the firzst oſ March next enſuing the date of

theſe preſennzshere ſhall þe-allowed.and paid to the ſail
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George Fenwick or his aſligns, the particular ſums here

after following.

rst. EACH buſhel of corn, of all ſorts, or meal that

ſhall paſs out of the river's mouth, ſhall pay two pence

per buſhel.

2d. EVERY hundred of biſcuit that ſhall in like man

ner paſs out of the river's mouth ſhall pay ſix pence.

3d. Eacu milk cow, and mare of three years or up

wards, within any of the towns or farms upon the river,

ſhall pay twelve pence per annum during the foreſaid

term.

4th. EACH hog or ſow, that is killed by any particular

perſon, within the limits oſ the river and the juriſdiction

nforeſaid, to be improved either for his own particular

uſe, or to make market oſ, ſhall in like manner pay

twelve pence per annum.

sth. EACH hogſhead of beaver, traded out of this ju

riſdiction, and paſſed by water down the river, ſhall pay

twenty ſhillings.

6th. EACH ound of beaver, traded within the limits

oſ the river, ſhaii pay two pence. Only it is provided,

that in caſe the general trade with the Indians, now in

agitation, proceed, this tax upon beaver, mentioned in

this and the foregoing articles, ſhall fall.

* 7th. THE ſaid committee, by the power aſoreſaid,

conſent and agree, to and with the ſaid George Fenwick,

Eſq. that he, the ſaid George Fenwick, and his heirs,

ſhall be free of any impoſitions or customs, that may

hereafter, by thejuriſdiction, be impoſed at the ſort.

IT is agreed,that the aforeſaid payments ſhall be made

in manner following. What ſhall be due from the grain

that is exported ſhall be paid in grain, according to the

proportion of the ſeveral kinds of grain that do paſs away

at the common current price; neither attending ſuch

prices on the one hand, that the court may ſet', nor yet

on the other hand, ſuch as corn may be ſold at, through

the neceſſities oſ men. And in caſe of any difference,

then the price ſhall be ſet by two good men, the one cho

ſen by Mr. Fenwick, and the other by the court. What

ſhall be due otherwiſe ſhall be paid in beaver, wampum,

barley, wheat or peaſez the former conſideration for

the price, to be herein alſo attended. And it is provided

_and agreed, that a strict order and courſe ſhall be taken

In obſewingwhat grain is put a board any veſſel that go

;th_d0w'_1 e river, from any of the towns. And due

* once ÞWS taken thereof, every boat or veſſel ſhall be
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enjoined to take a note of ſome perſon deputed by the

court in each town, what quantities and kinds of grain

are aboard the ſaid veſſel : And to deliver to Mr. Fen

wick, or his affigns, at Saybrook, ſo much as will be due

to him according to the forementioned agreements.

And likewiſe, for the other payments, due care ſhall be

taken, that they be made at the place aforeſaid, in as

convenient a way as may comfortany be attended, and

that allindirect courſes be prevented, whereby the true

intent and meaning of theſe agreements may be evaded.

In witneſs whereof the parties before mentioned have

hereunto put their hands, the day and year aboveſaid.

EDWARD Horxms.

r . JOHN Havnns.

Gzonce FENWICK. JOHN Mason.

Jor-m STEELE.

JAMES Boosr.*

NUMBER VI.

7 HISſecond as roam-nt 'wit/1 George Fen-wick, Eſguire, Ftb

ruary 1 7t/J, 1646. Feb. I 7ſh,

IT was agreed betwixt Edward Hopkins, on the be- 1646.

half of George Fenwrck, Eſq. and John Cullick, John

Talcott, John Porter, and Henry Clark, James Booſy,

and Samuel Smith, on the behalf of the juriſdiction of

Connecticut, that the agreement formerly made with

Mr. Fenwick, ſhall be afterwards, and what was to be

received by him according to that, reduced to the terms

hereafter expreſſed. Viz. There ſhall yearly, for ten

years, be paid to Mr. Fenwick, or his aſligns, one hund

red and eightſy pounds per annum, to be paid every year

before the la of June, as it ſhall be required by the aſ

figns of the ſaid George Fenwick, either to ſuch veſſels as

lhall be appointed,or to ſuch houſe or houſes, in Weth

crsfield or Hartſord, as he ſhall direct and order. To

be paid one third in good wheat, at 4/ per buſhel, one

third in peaſe at 3/per buſhel, one third in rye or barley

at 3/per buſhel : And iſ rye or barley be not paid, then

to pay it in wheat and peaſe, in an equal proportion 5 and

this preſent year ſome Indian corn ſhall be accepted ;

'but as little as may be. Alſo there is to be received by

 

' Recorde of the colony of Connecticut. Folio Vol. ll. pase
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the ſaid George Fenwick what is due from Springſield,

for the foreſaid term of ten years. As alſo what elſe

may be due upon the beaver trade, according to the for

mer agreement with him. Alſo whereas the town Of

Saybroolt is to pay in this ſum of £18o, for this year,

£ lo, when that town increaſeth, ſo as they pay a greater

proportion in other rates in reference to what theſe

towns, Wmdſor, Hartford, Wethersſield, and Farming

ton do pay, they ſhall increaſe their pay to Mr. Fenwick

accordingly. Alſo whereas Mattabeeſeclr may hereafter

be planted, they ſhall pay unto Mr. Fenwick in the ſame

proportion they pay other rates, to theſe towns. Theſe

four towns being accounted at one hundred and ſeventy

poundsctk _

EDWARD HOPKINS.

Jor-m CULLICK.

NUMBER VII.

Jorm TALCOTT.

PETITIONta bir majesty, King Cbarler II. 1661,fir char

ter pri-vi/rge:.

The humble petition of the general court, at Harthrd

upon Connccticut, in New-England, to the high

. and mighty Prince CHARLES the ſecond, humbly ſhew

m -

THAT whereas your petitioners have not had, for ma

ny years past, ſince their poſſeſſion and inhabiting theſe

western and inland parts of this wilderneſs, any oppor

tunity, by reaſon of the calamities of the late ſad times,

to ſeek for, and obtain ſuch grants, by letters patents from

your excellent majesty, their ſovereign lord and king, as

might aſſure them of ſuch liberties and privileges, and

ſuilicient powers, as might encourage them to go on

through all difficulties, hazards and expenſes, in ſo great

a work of plantation, in a place ſo remote from the chriſ
tiſian world, and a deſert ſo difficultly ſubdued, and no

way improveable for ſubſistence, but by great cost and

hard labor, with much patience and cares.

AND whereas beſides the great charge that hath been

expended b our fathers and ſome of their aſſociates yet

ſun/"ling, a out the purchaſes, building, fortif-ying, and

other matters, ofculturing and improving to a condition

Ofſafcty and ſubſistence, in the places of our preſent a

* Records of h
t e cowny of Conneeticut, Fol.Vol. II. p. 63.
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bode, among the heathen, whereby there is a conſidera

ble and real addition to the honor and enlargement of his

mujcsty's dominion, by the ſole diſhurſements of his ma

jesty's ſubjects here ; of their own puoper estates, they

have laid out a very great ſum for the purchaſing a juriſ

diction right of Mr. George Fenwick, which they were

given to understand was derived from true royal author

ity,by letters patent,to certain lords and gentlemen there

in nominated, a copy whereof was produced before the

commiſiioners of the colonies, and approved by them, as

appears by their records, a copy whereof is ready to be

preſented at your majesty's command, though, either by

fire at an houſe where it had been ſometimes kept, or

ſome other accident, is now lost, with which your poor

ſubjects, were rather willing to have contented them

ſelves, in thoſe affiicting times, than to ſeek for power

'or privileges, from any other than their lawful prince and

ſovereign.

MAY it therefore pleaſe your most gracious and excel

lent majesty, to confer upon your humble petitioners,

who unanimouſly do implore your highneſs's favor and

grace therein, thoſe liberties, rights, authorities, and priv

ileges, which were granted by the aforementioned letters

patenr, to certain lords and gentlemen ſo purchaſed as a

foreſaid, or which were enjoyed from thoſe letters pa

tent, granted to the Maſſachuſetts plantation, by our fa

thers, and ſome of us yet ſurviving, when there, in our

beginning inhabiting ; and upon which thoſe large en

couragements, liberties, nd privileges, ſo great a tranſ

plantation from our dear ngland was undertaken, and

ſuppoſed to be yet our inheritance, till the running of

that westem line, the bounded limits of thoſe letters pa

tenr, did ſince our removal thence, determine our lot to

be fallen without the limits oſ that ſo bounded authority.

MAY it pleaſe your majesty graciotu to bestow upon

your humble ſuPplicants, ſuch royal munificence, accor

ding ro the tenor ofa draft or instrument, which is ready

here to be tendered at your gracious order.

AND whereas, beſides thoſe many other great diſburſe

ments as aforeſaid, in proſecution of this wilderneſs work,

your poor petitioners were forced to maintain a war a

gainst one nation of the heathens, that did much inter

rupt the beginnings of your ſervants, by many bloody and

hostile acts, whereby divers of our dear countrymen were

treacherouſly destroyed, and have alſo been ever ſince,

and are still, at much charge in keeping ſuch a correſg
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june 7th,

1661.

pondence of peace and amity with the divers ſorts oſ the

heathen nations, that are round about your plantation'

thus far extended into the bowels of the country, beſides

the maintenance of all public charges for church and

civil affairs, which arc very great in reſpect of our great

poverty.

MAY it pleaſe your most excellent majesty, out of your

princer bounty, to grant ſuch an immunity from custom'

as may encourage the merchants to ſupply our neceſſities

in ſuch commodities as may be wanting here, for which

we have neither ſilver nor gold to pay, but the ſupply in

that kind may enable, in due time, to ſearch the bowels

of the earth for ſome good minerals, whereof there ſeems

to be ſair probabilities, or produce ſome ſuch other staple

commodities, as may in future time appear to be good ef

fects of your majesty's goodneſs and bounty. lf your

poor colony may find this gracious acceptance with your

majesty, as to grant their humble deſire, whereby they

may be encouraged to go on cheerſully and strenuouflyin

their plantation buſineſs, in hope of a comfortable ſettle

ment for themſelves and their po'sterity, that under your

royal Protection they may proſper in this deſert; they

ſhall, as is their acknowledged duty, ever pray ſor your

great tranquillity and perpetual happineſs ; and humbly

craving leave they ſubſcribe themſelves your majesty's

loyal ſubjects and ſervants the general court of the colony

oſConnecticut in New-England, per their order ſignedf

DANIEL CLARK, Secretary.

January 7th, 1661.

NUMBER VIII.

THE letter quonm-El'itut toLord Say arm' SeaI, June 7, 1661.

RiGHT HONORABLE,

THE former encouragements that our fathers, and

ſome of their yet ſurviving aſſociates, received from our

honor to tranſplant themſelves and families into the e in

land parts of this vast wilderneſs, where (as we have been

given to understand) your honor was, and as we conceive

and hope are still interested, by virtue oſ patent power

and authority, doth not. only perſuade us, but aſſure us

of your patronage and favor, in that which may come

within your power, wherein our comfort and ſettlement,

 

* Old Book oſ Patente, Lettcrs, &a. p. raw-u
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and the well being of our posterity and the whole colony,

both in ciVil and eccleſiastical policy, is ſo deeply con

cerned: Honorable Sir, not long after that ſome perſons

of note amongſt us, and well known to yourſelf, whoſe

v names in that reſpect we forbear to write, had ſettled

upon this river of Connecticut, and ſome plantations up

the river were poſſeſſed, and in ſome meaſure improved,

Mr. George Fenwick took poſſeſlion of Saybrook fort,

there reſiding for certain or ſeveral years ; at length he

'was moved, for ends best known to himſelf, to return to

England, and thereupon propounded by himſelf, our a

gent, the ſale of the fort, with the houſmg there, and

ſeveral appurtenances, together with all the lands on the

river, and ſo to the Narraganſett Bay, with juriſdiction

power to this colony,which was exceedingly oppoſed by

everal amongst us,whom ſome of ushave heard to affirm

that ſuch a thing would be very distasteful to your honor,

with the rest of the noble -patentees, who had very bonne

tint intentionsto this colony ; nevertheleſs, though there

was a stop for the preſent, yet in ſome ſhort time (God

removing ſome from us by death, that were inte

reſted in the hearts and affections oſ ſeveral of thoſe no

bles and gentlemen the patentees in England) the buſi

neſs of purchaſe was revived by Mr. Fenwick and ex

preſſions to this purpoſe given out by him, or his agents

or both ; that he had power to diſpoſe of the premiſes,

the reſt of the patentees deſerting, it fell into his hands

by agreement, and in caſe the towns on the river refuſed

to comply with ſuch terms as he propoſed for the pur

chaſing of the ſaid fort, &e. it was frequently reported

that he purpoſed either to impoſe customs on the rive:

or make ſale thereof to theDutch our noxious neighbours;

at last for our peace, and ſettlement, and ſecurity, (as

we hoped) we made, by our committee, an agreement

with the ſaid Mr. Fenwick, a copy whereof is ready to be

preſented unto your honor, which cost this river one

thouſand ſix hundred pounds or thereabouts, wherein

your honor ma ſee the great abuſe that we received at

Mr. Fenwick's ands, he receiving a vast ſum from a poor

people, and we ſcarcely at all advantaged thereby, nay

we judge our condition worſe than if we had contented

ourſelves with the patronage of the grand patentees, for

we have not ſo much as a copy of a patent to ſecure our

standing as a eommonwealth, nor to enſure us of the con

tinuance of our rights and privileges and immunities

Xxx

. O
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which we thought the juriſdiction power and authority;

which Mr. Fenwick had engaged to us, and we paid for

at a dear rate, nor any thing under his hand to engage

him and his heirs, to the performance of that which was

aimed at and intended in our purchaſe : the lands up the

river, for a long tract, the Maſſachuſetts colony doth

challenge, and have run the line, which as they ſay, falls

into one of our towns ; on the other ſide towards Narra

ganſet, we know not how to claim being destitute of pa

rent and a copy to decide the bounds. Be pleaſed, noble

ſir, to conſider our condition, who have taken upon us

this boldneſs to addreſs to his majesty, our ſovereign

Lord, and to petition his grace and favor towards us, in

granting us the continuance of his protection and the

continuance of thoſe privileges and immunities, that we

have hitherto enjoyed in this remote westem part of the

world ; and likewiſe for a patent whereby we may be en

couraged and strengthened in our proceedings. Right'

honorable, our humble request to yourſelf is, that you

wouldbe pleaſed to countenance our enterpriſe, and ſo

far to favor us as to counſel and adviſe our agent who is

to repreſent this poor colony, and to act in our behalf,

John Winthrop, Eſq. our honored governor, whom we

have commiſſroned and alſo directed to await your hon

or's pleaſure for advice and counſel, both reſpecting our

petition to the king's majest , as alſo reſpecting the caſe

forementioned, thatif there e any relief for us, we may

not loſe ſuch a conſiderable ſum of money, and be expo

ſed to further expenſe for the obtaining a patent. If we

may find this favor with your honor to afford your advice

and counſel, and helpfulneſs to bring to paſs our deſires,

we ſhall still acknowledge your enlarged bounty and fa

vorable reſpect to us and ours, and ever pray an inunda

tion of mercies may flow in upon your lordſhip from the

AUTHOR and FOUNTAlN of bleſiing. With all due reſ

pects, we ſubſcribe, ſir your lordſhip's humble ſervants,

the general aſſembly of the colony of Connecticut. Per

their order ſigned.

Per DANmL CLARK, Secretary'f

 

* Old book of letters, &e. p. 9-11. '
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NUMBER IX.

LL'TTER quord Say and Sea] to Governor Winthrop, De- December

ambcr rit/2, 1661.

MR. Wm'rr-rnor,

I RECElVED your letter, by Mr. Richards, and!

would have been glad to have had an opportunity of be

ing at London myſelf, to have done you and my good

friends, in New-England, the best ſervice Icould; but

my weakneſs hath been ſuch, and my old diſeaſe of the

gout falling upon me, I did deſire leave not to come up

this winter, but I have wrote to the Earl of Manchester,

lord chamberlain of his majesty's houſehold, to give you

the best aſſistance he may t and indeed he is a noble and

a worthy lord, and one that loves thoſe that are godly.

And he and] did join together, that our godly friends of

New-England might enjoy their just rights and liberties;

and this Colonel Crowne, who, l hear, is still in London,

can fully inform you. Concerning that of Connectidut,

1 am not able to remember all the particulars ; but I have

written to my lord chamberlain, that when you ſhall at

tend him, (which I think will bebest for you to do, and

therefore I have incloſed a letter to him, in yours) that

you may deliver it, and I have deſired him to acquaint

you where you may ſpeak with Mr. jeſup, who, when

we had the patent, was our clerk, and he I believe, is a

ble to inform you best about it, and l have deſired my

lord to wiſh him ſo to do, 1 do think he is now in

London. My love remembered unto you, Iſhall remain,

' Your very loving friend,

W. SAY and SEAL.

N U M B E R X.

LETTER q/'Ne-w-Havm to Connecticut,Na-wmlzer 51/2, 1662.

Honour-21) GENT.

'WE have heard both the parent and that writing read,

which thoſe gentlemen (who ſaid they were ſent from

your general aſſembly) left with our committee, and have

conſidered the contents according to our capacities. By

the one we take notice of their declared ſenſe of the pa

tent, and alſo of your deſire of our uniting with your

ſelves upon that account, by the other, we understand,

that his majesty hath been graciouſly pleaſed (at you;

it, 1663.

No'. 3,

1662.
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earnest petition)to grant liberty to the cdlony of Connect

icut, to acquire, have, poſſeſs, purchaſe, &c. whatever

lands, See; you have gained or ſhall gain by lawful mean'

within the precincts or lines therein mentioned : And al

ſo, of his abundant grace, to allow and establiſh you to

be one body politick for managinglall your public affairs

and governrnenf, in a' religious-and, zpeaceable manner; to

the intents and purpoſes by his majesty, and the adven

turers therein profeſſed, over all perſons, matters and

things ſo gained by purchaſe or cOnquest at your own

proper cbsts and charges, aecmding as, yOurſelves inform

ed you had already done. . Now whatever is ſo yours we

have neither purpoſe nor deſire to oppoſe, hilrt or hinder

in the least, But What ourſelt'es (by like lawful means)

have attained as to, inheritances, or juriſdictie'n, as a diſ

tinct colony, upon dur most ſolemn and religious covee

nants, ſo well known to his majesty, and to all, we must

fay that we do nOt lin'd in the pat'ent any command given

to you, nor prohibition to us, to diliblVe covenants, or

alter the orderly ſottlem'ents of ' New-England, nor any

ſufficient reaſon, why. we 'thy ndtſo remain to be as fon

merlyz alſo your'beginning' to Procure, and proceeding

to improve the patent Without us, doth confirm this bei

lief ; but rather it stems that a v'ay is leſt - open to us to

petition for the like favor, and to enter our Appeol from

yellr declared ſenſe of the p'atertt, and; ſignify our griev'

maces. Yet-if it ſhall appeal: (after a; due and full infor

matibn of our statb) to have been. his majesty's pleaſure

ſo to unifc ud, as You 'understand the parent, we must

ſubmitaccdrdingztoflon ; but, for the preſent, we can;

not anſwer Other-wiſe than our_ committee hath done, and

likewiſe us 'make the fame request unto you, that we

may remain distinct as former] , and may be ſuccoured

b you as confedera'tes'; at least, that. none occaſion be

given by yourſelves for any to disturb us in our ancient

ſettlements, until that, either by the hOnored Mr. Win

throp, by our other confederates, or from his majesty we

may be reſolved herein : All which means are in our

thoughts to uſe, eacept you revent, for the gaining of a

right understanding, and to bring a peateable iſſUe or ke

concilement of this matter z and We wiſh you had better

conſidered than to act ſo ſuddenly, to ſeclude us from pa-.

tent privileges at first, if we are included, as you ſay, and

to have ſo. proceeded ſince, as may ſeem to give advantage

unto diſaffected perſons to flight or diſregard oaths and

covenant'iand thereby to rend and make diviſion, manage

-..qj
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contention and troubles in the townſhips and ſoeieties of

this colony, and that about religious worſhips, as the in

cloſed complaint may declare, which ſeems to us a great

fcandal to religion before the natives, and prejudicial to

his majesty's pious intention, as alſo to hold forth a ſeries

of means very oppoſite to the end pretended, and very

much obſcured from the beauty of ſuch a religious and

peaceable Walking among Engliſh brethren, as may either

invite the natives to the Christian faith or unite our ſpir

its in thisjuncture; and this occaſion given before any

conviction rendered, or publication of the patent among

us, or ſo much as a treaty with us in a christian, neigh

bourly way. No pretence for our diſſolution of govern

ment till then could rationally be imagined. Such ear

riaige may ſeem to be against the advice and mind of his

majesty in the parent; as alſo of your honored governor,

and to cast reflection upon him, when we compare theſe

things with his letters to ſome here, for the avoiding

whereof we earnestly request that the whole of what he

hath written to yourſelves, ſo far as it may reſpect us in

this buſineſs, may be fully communicated to our view in

a true copy or tranſcript of the ſame. We must pro

feſs ourſelves grieved hereat, and must deſire and eapect

your effeaual endeavours to repair theſe breaches, and

reſtore us to our former condition as confederates, until

that by all, or ſome of theſe ways intimated we may at

tain a clear reſolution in this matter. Unto what we

have herein propounded we ſhall add, that we do not in

the leaſt intend any diflike to his majesty's act, but ſhow

our ſenſe of your actings first and last ſo much to out

detriment, and to manifest the Conſequent effects to

Gon's diſhonor, as alſo to give you to know how we un

derstand the patent, hoping that you will both candidly

construe, and friendly comply, with our deſires herein,

and ſo remove the cauſe of our distraction and ſad afflic

tion, that you have brought upon this poor colony ; then

ſhall we forbear to give you further trouble, and ſhall

pray to the GOD of ſpirits to grant us all humility, and to

guide us by his heavenly wiſdom to a happy iſſue of thi'

affair in love and peace. Reſting

Gent. our very lovin friends and neighbours,

he freemen o the colony of New-Haven.

Per James Biſhop, Secretary, In the name and by order

and conſentof the committee and freemen of New-Ha

ven colony.
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May 6,

1663.

NUMBERXI.

NEW-HAVEN'S remarzfl'ance again/I Connecticut, May 6th,

I 663 .

GENT.

THE profeſſed grounds and ends of your and our com

ing into theſe parts are not unknown, being plainly ex

preſſed in the prologue to that ſolemn confederation en

tered into by the four colonies of New-England, printed

and publiſhed to the world, viz. to advance the kingdom

of our Lonn Jesus CHRIST, and to enjoy the liberties of

the goſpel in purity with peace, for which we left our

dear native country, and were willing to undergo the

difficulties we have ſince met with, in this wildemeſs,

yet freſh in our remembrance; being the only ends we

still purſue, having hitherto found by experience ſo much

of the preſence of GOD with us, and of his goodneſs and

compaſſion towards us in ſo doing, for theſe many years.

Yet conſidering how unanſwerable our returns have been

' to GOD, how unfruitful, unthankful, and unholy under

ſo much means of grace, and ſuch liberties we cannot but

lament the ſame, judge ourſelves, and justify GOD, ſhould

he now at last (after ſo long patience towards us) bring

deſolating judgments upon us, and make us drink oſ'the

dregs of that cup oſ indignation, he hath put into the

hands of his people in other parts of the world, or ſuffer

ſuch contentions (in just diſpleaſure) to ariſe among us,

as may hasten our calamity, and increaſe our wo -, which

we pray the Lord in mercy to prevent. And whereas

in the purſuance ,oſ the ſaid ends, and upon other reli- a

gious and civil conſiderations, as the ſecurity of the inte

rest of each colony, within itſelf in ways of righteouſneſs

and peace, and all, and every oſ the ſaid colonies from

the Indians and other enemies, they did judge it to be

their bounden duty, for mutual strength and helpfulneſs,

for the future in all their ſaid concernments to enter into

a conſociation among themſelves, thereupon fully agreed

and concluded by and between the parties or juriſdictions,

in divers and ſundry articles, and at last ratified as a per

petual conſederation by their ſeveral ſubſcriptions :

Whereunto we conceived ourſelves bound to adhere un

til with ſatisfaction to our judgments and conſciences, we

(ce our duty, with the unanimous conſent oſ the confed

erates orderly to recede leavin the iſſue unto the most

Wife and righteous GOD. As or the parent, upon your

N>_._ >\
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petition, granted to you by his majesty, as Connecticut

colony, ſo far and in that ſenſe we object not against it,

much leſs against his majesty's act in ſo doing, the ſame

being a real encouragement to other of his ſubjects to

obtain the like favor, upon their humble petition to his

royal highneſs, in the protection of their perſons and

purchaſed rights and interests, is alſo a ground of ho e

to us. But if the line of your patent doth circumſcribe

this colony by your contrivement, without our cognizance

or conſent, or regard to the ſaid conſederation, on your

parts, we have, and must still testify against it, as not con

ſistent (in out judgment) with brotherly love, righteouſ

neſs and peace : And that this colony (for ſo long time

a confederate juriſdiction, distinct from yours and the

other colonies) is takenin under the administration of the

ſaid parent, in your hands, and ſo its former being diſſol

ved and distinction ceaſing, there being no one line or

letter, in the patent, expreſſmg his majesty's pleaſure that

way. Although it is your ſenſe of it, yet we cannot ſo

- apprehend z of which we having already given our ground'

at large in writing, we ſhall not need to ſay much more;

nor have we met with any argumentative or rational con

victions from you, nor do we yet ſee cauſe to be of a

nother mind.

As for your proceedings upon pretence of the patent

towards us, or rather against us, in taking in ſundry of

the inhabitants of this colony under your protection and

government, who, as you ſay, offered themſelves, from

which a good conſcience, and the obligation under which

most of them stood to this colony, ſhould have restrained

them, without the conſent of the body of this colony first

had, and in concurrence with them, upon mature delibe

ration and conviction of duty yet wanting, we cannot but

again testify against as diſorderly in them, and which ad

miſſion, on your parts, we conceive, your christian pru

dence might have Eaſily ſuſpended, for prevention of that

great offence to the conſciences of your conſederate breth

ren, and thoſe ſad conſequences which have followed,

disturbing the peace of our towns, destroying our com

forts, hazard of our lives and liberties, by their frequent

threats and unſufferable provocations, hath been, and is

with us, matter ofcomplaint both to GOD and man; eſpe

cially when we conſider, that thus you admitted them

and put power into their hands, before you had made

any overture to us, or had any treaty with us, about ſo



35!
APP-ENDIX.

weighty a buſineſs, as if you were in haste to make u'

miſerable, as indeed, in theſe things, we are at this day.

Am) ſeeing upon the anſwer returned to your propoſi

tions made by you afterwards, of joining with you in

ygur government, finding ourſelves ſo already diſmem

red, and the weighty grounds and reaſons we then

preſented to you, we could not prevail ſo far with you

as to procure a reſpite of your further proceedings until

Mr. Winthrop's return from England, or the grant of

any time that way, which was thought but reaſonable by

ſome oſ yourſelves, and the like ſeldom denied in war to

Very enemies, we ſaw it then high time and neceſſary

(fearing theſe beginnings) to appeal unto his majesty, and

ſo we did, concluding according to the law of appeals, in

all caſes and among all nations, that the ſame, upon your

allegiance to his majesty, would havepbliged you to for

'bear all further proceſs in this buſineſs; ſor our own

parts reſolving (notwithstanding all that we had formerly

ſuffered) to fit down patient under the ſame, waiting up

on GOD for the iſſue of our ſaid appeal. But ſeeng that

notwithstanding all that we had preſented to you by word

and writing, notwithstanding our appeal to his majesty,

notwithstanding all that we have ſuffered (by means oſ

that power you have ſet up, vii. a constable at Stamford)

of which inſormations have been given you, yet you have

gone further, to place a constable at Guilford in like

manner, over a party there to the further disturbance of

our peace and quiet, a narrative whereof, and of the pr >v

ocations and wrongs we have met with at Stamford, we

have received, attested to us by divers witneffes, honest

men. We cannot but on behalf of our appeal to his ma

jesty, whoſe honor is highly concerned therein, and of

our just rights, but (as men exceedingly afflicted and

grieved) testify in the ſight of GOD, angels, and men a

gainst theſe things. Our end therein being not to pro-

voke or further any offence, but rather as a diſcharge of

duty, on our parts, as brethren and Christian confederates,

to call upon yon, to take ſome effectualcourſe to eaſe and

right us ina due redreſs of the grievances you have cauſ

ed by theſe proceedings -, and that after you had com

plimented us with large offers of patent privileges, with

deſire of a treaty with us for union of our colonies, and

you know_ as your good wox-ds were.kii1dly accepted, ſo

your _motron was fairly anſwered by our committee.

ſhat in regard we were under an appeal -to his majesty,

that being limited by our freemen, not to conclude any
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lhing ſor altering our distinct colony state and govern

'ment without their conſent, and without the approbation

of the other conſederate colonies, they Were not in preſ

ent capacity ſo to treat; but did little ſuſpect ſuch a de

ſign o'n foot against us, the effect whereof quickly ap

peared at Guilford, before mentioned. I

BUT we ſhall ſay no more at this time, only tell you,

whatever we ſuffer by your means, we pray the LoRb

WOuld help us to chooſe it,rather than to ſin against our con'

ſciences, hoping the righteous GOD will in due time, look

upon our affliction and incline his majesty's heart to favor

our righteous cauſe.

Subſcribed in the name and by order of

the 'general court of New-Haven colony.

Per Janus Brsr-ror, Secretary;

New-Haven, May 6th, 1663. \

NUMBER XII.

GWLRNOR Wrivrmzoz-'s letter to Connectimt, March

3d, 1663. .

GENTLEMEN, _ ,

I AM informed b ſome gentlemen, (who are author

ized to ſeek remedy here) that ſince you had the late pa

rent, there hath been injury done to the government of

New-Haven, and in particular at Guilford and Stamſord,

in admitting of ſeveral oſ the inhabitants there unto free

dom with you,and appointing officers, which hath cauſed

diviſions in the ſaid towns which may prove of danger

ous conſequence, if not timely prevented zthough I do'

hope the riſe ofit is from miſunderstanding and not in de

ſign of prejudice to that colony, for whom I gaVe aſid

rance, to their friends that their rights and interests

ſhould not be diſquieted, or prejudiced by the parent, but

if both 'governments would with unanimous agreement

unite in one, their friends judged it for advantage to

both: And further I must let you know, that testimony

here doth affirm, that I gave aſſurance before authority

here, that it was not intended to meddle with any town

or plantation that was ſettled under any other govern

ment -, had it been any otherwiſe intended, or declared,

it had been injurious in taking out the patent, not to have'

inſerted a proportionable number of their names in it.

Now, upon the whole, having had ſerious conference

Yrr

March zd,

1663.
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with their friends, authorized by them, and with other'

_who_ are friends to both, to prevent a tedious and charge

able trial, and uncertain event here, I promiſed them, to

give you ſpeedily this repreſentation, how far you are

engaged. If any injury have been done, by admitting of

ſreemen, or appointing officers, or other unjust intermed

dlldg with New-Haven colony, in one kind or other,

without the approbation of the government, that it be

forthwith recalled, and that, for the future, there will be

no impoſing in any kind uponthem, nor admitting of any

members Without mutual conſent; but that all things be

acted as loving neighbouring colonies, as before ſuch pa

tent granted, and unto this [judge you are obliged, I

having engaged to their agent here, that this will be by

you performed, and they have thereupon forborn to give

you or me any trouble; but they do not doubt, but upon

future conſideration, there may be ſuch a right under

standing between both governments, that an union and

friendly joining may be establiſhed to the ſatisfaction of

all; which at my arrival I ſhall. alſo endeavour (Gon

willing) to promote. Not having more at preſent in this

eaſe I rest, Your humble ſervant,

JOHN WINTHROP.

London, March 3d, 1662.'

NUMBER XHI.

HIS majffiy'r tammſſon to Colonel Nicbob', Sir Robert Can',

Apfflzfflx knight, and otherr, for theſcttlement aſ boundarier, &Ft.

1664. April 26t/1, 1664.

C H A R L E S R.

CHARLES the ſecond, by the grace of GOD, king of Eng

land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the

faith, &c.

To all to Whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting.

WHEREAS we have received ſeveral addreſſes from

our ſubjects oſ ſeveral colonies of New-England, all full

of duty and affection, and expreſſions of loyalty and alle

giance to us, with their humble deſires to us, that we

Would renew their ſeveral charters, and receive them into

our favorable opinion and protection: And ſeveral of

dur colonies there, and other our loving ſubjects, have
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likewiſe complained of diſſerences and diſputes ariſen

upon the limits andbounds of theirſeveralchartersandju

riſdictions, whereby unneighbourly,and unbrotherly cou

tentions have and may ariſe, to the damage and diſcredit

of the Engliſh interest; and that all our good ſubject'

reſiding there and being planters within the ſeveral colo

nies do not enjoy the liberties and privileges granted un

to them b our ſeveral charters, upon confidence and aſ-

ſurance o which they tranſported themſelves and their

estates into thoſe parts: And we having received ſome

addreſſes from the great men and natives of thoſe coun

tries, in which they complain of breach ofſaith, and acts

of violence and injustice, which they have been forced to

undergo from our ſubjects, whereby not only our gov

ernment is traduced, but the reputation and credit of the

Christian religion brought into prejudice and reproach,

with the Gentiles and inhabitants of thoſe countries, who

know not GOD, the reduction ofwhom to the true knowl

edge and fear of Gon is the most worthy and glorious

end of theſe plantations. Upon all which motives, and

as an evidence and maniſestation of our ſatherly affec

tion towards all our ſubjects in thoſe ſeveral colonies of

NewnEngland (that is to ſay,) of the Maſſachuſctts, Con

necticut, New-Pl-ymoth, Rhode-Ifiand, and Providence

plantations, and all other plantations which are in that

tract of land known under the appellation of New-Eng

land, and to the end that we may be truly informed of the

state and condition of our good ſubjects there, that ſo we

may the better know how to contribute to the further

improvement oſ their happineſs and proſperity :

KNOW ye therefore,that we, repoſing eſpecial trust and

confidence in the fidelity, wiſdom and circumſpection of

our trusty and well beloved Colonel Richard Nichols,

Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cartwright, Eſq. and

Samuel Maverick, Eſq. of our eſpecial grace, certain

knowledge, and mere motion, have made, ordained, con

ſtituted, and appointed, and do by theſe preſents make,or

dain, constitute, and appointthe ſaid Colonel Richard Nich

ols, Sir Robert Carr,knight, George Cartwright,and Sam'

uel Maverick Eſqrs. our commiſſioners ; and do hereby

give and grant unto them or 'any three or two of them,

or ofthe ſurvivors of them, (of whom we will the ſaid

Colonel Richard Nichols, during his life ſhall be alwa s

one, and upon equal diviſion of opinions, to have the eaſi

ing and deciſive voice,) in our name, to viſit, all and eve

ry the ſeveral colonies aforeſaid, and alſo full power to

'
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hear and receive, and to examine and determine all com-c

plaints and appeals in all cauſes and matters as well mili-.

tary as criminal and civil, and proceed in all things for

the providing for and ſettling the peace and ſecurity of

the ſaid country, according to their good and ſound diſ

cretions, and to ſuch instructions as they or the ſurvivors

of them have, or ſhall from time to time receive from us

in that behalf, and from time to time as thev ſhall find

expedient, t_o ccrtify us or our privy council of their actz

ings or proceedings touchingthe premiſes, and for the do-.

ing thereof, or any other matter or thing relating there-

unto; theſe preſents, or the enrolment thereof ſhall be un?

to them, and every of them a ſufficient warrant and diſ

charge in that behalf. In witneſs whereof we have cauſ

ed theſe our letters to be made parent. Given at the

_court at Whitehall the 26th day of April 1664, and in the

ſixteenth year of our reign. Baartnrt.

NUMBER XlV.

HIS majesty: graciour letter, to the governor and company

qfCom/ecticut, accompanying the cammſſon, April 23d,

1664.

C I-I A R L E S R.

TRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well, ha-.

ving, according to the reſolution we declared to Mr.

John Winthrop, at the time when we renewed your

- charter, now ſent theſe perſons of known abilities and

affections to us, that is to ſay, Colonel Richard Nichols,

Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cartwright, Eſq. and

Samuel Maverick, Eſq. our commiffioners, to viſit thoſe

our ſeveral colonies and plantations in New-England, to

the end that we may be the better informed of the state

and welfare of our good ſubjects, whoſe proſperity is

very dear to us 5 we can make no question but that they

' ſhall find that reception from you which may testify you!

reſpect to us, from whom they are ſent for your good.

We need not tell you how careful we are of your liber

ties and privileges, whether eccleſiastical or civil, which

we will not ſuffer to be violated in the least degree z and

that they may not be is the principal buſineſs of our ſaid

commiſiioners, as likewiſe to take care that the bounds

and juriſdictions of our ſeveral colonies there may be

clearlg agreed upon 5 that every one may enjoy what of

right elongetli unto them, without ſtrife or contention 1
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and eſpecially that the natives of that countr , who are

willing to live peaceably and neighbourly wit our Eng

liſh ſubjects, may receive ſuch justice and civil treatment

from them, as may make them the more in love with

their religion and manners ; ſo not doubting of your full

compliance and ſubmiflion to our deſire, we bid you fare

wel. Given at our court at Whitehall, the 23d day Of

April t664, in the ſixteenth year of our reign.

By his majesty's command.

Hauav Beumr.

NUMBER XV.

THE Duke and Dare/uſi- gf Hamiltan'r petition to King

Charles' strond ,- and bir majesty: wyll-rence eſ the agſe to May 6th,

bit tommiffionerr, [Way 6th, 1664. 1664.

To the King's most excellent majesty.

THE humble petition of William,Duke Hamilton, and

Anne,Dutcheſs of Hamilton; Sheweth,

THAT whereas in the eleventh year of the reign of

your royal father, of ever bleſſed memor , the council

establiſhed at Plymouth in the county o Devon, for

planting, ordering and governing of New-England in A

merica (according to the power given them in the eigh

teenth year of the reign of the late king James, by his

letters parent, bearing date the third day of November)

did for a competent ſum of money and other valuable

conſiderations,bargain and ſell unto the petitioners' father,

by the name of James,Marquiſs Hamilton, his heirs and

aſſigns, allthat part and portion of the main landsinNewq.

England, lying and beginning, at the middle part of the

mouthof the river Connecticut, to proceed along the ſea

.coast to be accounted about ſixty miles, and ſo up to the

westward arm of the river intotheland northwestward till

ſixty miles be finiſhed, and ſo to croſs ſouthwestward till

ſixty miles, all which part and portion of lands were to

be called by the name of the county of New-Cambridge,

with ſeveral other lands and privileges as by the ſaid deed

of feoſſment doth more fully appear, a copy whereof is

hereunto annexed. Since which time and by reaſon of

the late unhappy war ſeveral perſons' have poſſeſſed them

ſelves of the best and most conſiderable parts of the ſaid

lands,without any acknowledgement of your petitioners'

right. Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray,

that your majesty willibe graciouſly pleaſed to recommend
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the premiſes to your majesty's commiſiioners for New

England, and that care may be taken that your petitioner'

may be restored to their just right, and that nothing be

done to their prejudice.

A? the court at White/pall the 6tb May, 1664.

. His majesty is graciouſly pleaſed to refer this petition

to the commiſlioners now employed by his majesty to

ſettle the affairs of New-England, who are to examine

the allegations thereof, and upon due conſideration had,

to preſcrve and restore to the petitioners their just right

and interest, or otherwiſe to report their Opinions there

upon to his majesty, who will then declare his further

pleaſure, for the honorable petitioners' just ſatisfaction.*

HBNRY BENNIT.

NUMBER XVI.

THE determination of [air mzzjgfly'r cammſſonerr, relative t'

the boundarier af/zir royal highneſſ' the Duke of Tork'r pat

mt and qftbepatmt gfCannecticut, November gotb, r 664.

BY virtue of his majesty's commiſſion, we have heard

the differences about the bounds of the patents granted to

his royal highneſs the Duke of York, and his majesty's

colony of Connccticut-and having deliberately conſid

ered all the reaſons alledged by Mr. Allen, ſenior, Mr.

Gould, Mr. Richards, and Capt. Winthmp, appointed by

the aſſembly held at Hartford, the t3th day of October,

1664, to accompany John Winthrop, Eſq. the governor

of his majesty's colony of Connecticut, to New-York,

and by Mr. Howell and Capt. Young of Long-Iſland, why

the ſaid Long-[stand ſhould be under the government of

Connecticut; which are too long here to be recited: WB

do declare and order, that the ſouthern bounds of his

majesty's colony of Connecticut, is the ſea; and that

Long-iſland is to be under the government of his royal

highneſs the Duke of York; as is expreſſed by plain

words in the ſaid patents reſpectively. And alſo b vir

tue of his majesty's commiſlion and by the conſent o both

the governor and the gentlemen above named, we alſo

order and declare, that the creek or river called Momo

ronock, which is reputed to be about twelve miles to the

east of West-Chester, and a line drawn from the east

' Peim 01' ſide, where the'freſh water falls into the ſalt, at
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highwater mark, north-northwest, to the line of the Maſ<

ſach'uſetts, be the weflem bounds of the ſaid colony of

Connecticut, and the plantations lying westward of that

creek, and line ſo drawn to be under his royal highneſs's

government ; and all plantations lying eastward of that!

creek and line to be under the government of Connecti

cut. Given under our hands at 'Fort James, in New

York, on Manhattans Ifland, this 3oth day of Nov. 1664.

RlCHARD NlCHOLS,

GEORGE CARTWRIGHT,

SAMUEL Mavmucx.

WE underwritten, on hehalf of the colony of Connect

icut, have aſſented unto this determination of his majeſ

ty's commiſiioners, in relation to the bounds and limits

of his royal highneſs the duke's patent, and the patent of

Connecticutfi'

JOHN WINTHROP,

MATTHEW ALLEN,

NATHAN GOULD,

]nu-:s RICHARDS,

JOHN Wm'rnnor.

November 30, 1664.

N U M B E R XVII.

LETTER qſlVew-Hawnto Canmctieui, December 14, 1664. 14)

Honour) GENTLEMRN,

WE have been ſilent hitherto, as to the making of any

grievance known unto the king's commiſſioners, notwith

standing what may be with us of ſuch nature, from the

ſeveral tranſactions that have been among us, and are de

ſirous ſo to co'ntinue the managing of theſe affairs in way'

conſistent with the ancient confederation of the united

colonies, chooſing rather to ſuffer, than to begin any mo

tion hazardful to New-England ſettlements 3 in purſu

ance whereof (according to our promiſe to your gentle

men, ſent lately to demand our ſubmiſſion, though in a

divided if not dividing way, within our towns, ſeverally

ſeeking to bring us under the government of yourſelves

already ſettled, wherein we have had no hand to ſettle the

ſame, and before we had cleared to our conviction, the

certain limits of your charter, which may justly increaſe

the ſcruple of too much haste in that and former acting:

 

I' Old Book, &e. p. a.



gdo APP'ENbix.

Dec. atst,

1664.

upon its) the generality of out undivided people bate' or;

der-ly met this r3th of the tenth month (64) and by the

'vote ehdorſed, have pre' ared for this anſwer to be given

of our ſubmiffion, whic bein' done by us, then for the

accommodation of matters twix't its in an amicable

Way, by a committee impowered to iſſue with you on
their behalſſf, and in the behalf of all concerned, according

to instructions given to the ſaid committee. We never

did, nor even do intend to damnify your moral rights or

just privileges, conſistent with ourlilre honest enjoyments,

and we Would hope that you have no further step towards

"us, not to violate our government interest, but to accom

modate us with that We ſhall deſire, and the patent bear,

'as hath been often ſaid ou would do ; and ſurely you

'have the more reaſon to e full with us herein, ſeeing that

your ſucceſs for patent bounds with thoſe gentlemen

now obtained, ſeems to be debtor unto our ſilence before

them, when as you thus by ſingle application and audi

encc i ed that matter : tyou thus performing to ſatisfac

tion, we may still rest ſilent, and according to profeſſion,

by a studious and cordial endeavour with us to advance

tthe interest of Christ in this wilderneſs, and by the

Lonn's bleſſing thereupon, love and union between us

may be greatly confirmed, and all out cemforts enlarged,

which is the earnest prayer of, gentlemen, your loving

friends and neighbours the committee, appointed by the

freemen and inhabitants oſ New-Haven colony, now aſ

ſembled.

James Btsnor, SecretAry.

New-Haven, Dec. t4, 1664.

N U M B E R XVIIL.

LET'TER qj'= Cbmzeflicut Io New-Haven, in' a'yſi-wtr [a the

preceding letter, December arst, 1664.

Harlfii'd, December ar'ji, 1564.

Honor'tnn Gnnrrnnen, _ _

U have received yours, dated the 14th of this' instant,

ſigne? by James Biſhop, &e. wherein you are pleaſed to

mention' your ſilence hitherto, as to the making' an griev

pnce know'n to his majesty's commillioners, notwithstand

&I. What hia be with you, &e. we can ſay the ſame,

that 'rife had fa r opportunities to 'preſent any thing of

am wfigure ; as for your deſire to manage affairs conſist

the confederation, the preſent motibn will, we

*-\___
\'_
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hope,upon a candid review, not appear any ways diſſonant

therefrom ; for beſides the provrſion made in one of the

articles of conſederation for two colonies uniting in one,

there was ſpecial proviſion,_as you well know, made at

the last ſeſſion of the commiſlioners to that purpoſe, con

joined with pathetical advice and counſel, to an amica

ble union. Our too much ſorwardneſs, with New-Ha

ven, &c. is not ſo clear, ſeeing thoſe plantations you in

habit are much about the center of our patent, which

our charter limits, as alſo the incloſed determination of

his majesty's honorable commiſſioners, will, to your con- '

viction, be apparent *, that our ſucceſs for patcnt bounds

with the king's commiſiioners is debtor to your ſilence,

ſeems to us strange, whenſyour non-compliance Was ſo

abundantly known to tho e gentlemen, yea, the news of

your motions, when Mr. Joſeph Allen was last with you,

was at New-York, before our governor's departure

thence; notwithstanding your ſilence, and yet ſo good

an iſſue obtained, we deſire ſuch reflections may be buri

ed in perpetual ſilence, which only yourſelves neceſſitaffl

ting thereunto, ſhall revive them, being willing to purſue

truth and peace as much as may be with all men, eſpe

cially with our dear brethren in the fellowſhip of the goſ

pel, and fellow-members of the ſame civil corporation,

accommodated with ſo many choice privileges, which we

are willing, after all is prepared to our hands, to confer

upon you equal with ourſelves, which we wiſh may at

last produce the long deſired effect of your free and cor

dial cloſure with us, not attributing any neceffity impoſed

by us, further than the ſituation of thoſe plantations in

the heart of our colony, and therein the peace oſ posteri

ity in theſe parts oſ the country is neceſſarily included,

and that after ſo long liberty to preſent your plea when

you have ſeen meet. Gentlemen we deſire a full anſwer

as ſpeedily as may be, whether thoſe lately empoWered,

accept to govern according to their commiſſlon, iſ not,

other meet perſons to govern may by us be empowered

in their room ; thus deſiring the LORD to unite out'

hearts and ſpirits in ways well pleaſing in his ſight, which

is the prayer oſ your very loving friends, the council of

'he colony of Connecticut.

Signed by their order, by me,

JOHN ALLEN, Secretary.

Zzz
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N U M B E R XlX.

THEfiM! reply aſ New-Haven 'a Cannectimt.

New-Haven,january 3, 1664-5.

Honour) GBNTLEMEN,

WHEREAS by yours', 'dated December ztſt 1664,

you pleaſew ſay, that you did the' ſame as we, not ma

lſing any grievanccs known to the commiffionets, &e.

unto that may be returned, that you had not the ſame

cauſe ſo 'so do from any pretence of injury, by our inter

meddli'ng with your colony er governinent intereſt unto

whichwe refer that þaffiage fat out erpreſhng de ll'C'S to

manage all out matters in confederaey with the confede

ration, we hope you' 'will not blame usi How diſſonant

of conſonant your actings with. us have been,- we IeAve to

the tonſcdctatio'fl to judge, as their reCotds may ſhow

that article, which-shows two cokmies to join, doth alſo,

with o'the'ts, aſſert- the justneſs of each colony's distinct

fights, until join-ed to thutual ſatisfactibn, and the proviſ

ion made in ſuch caſe the last ſemon, we gainſzay not,

when' the Union is ſo completed, and a new ſettlement

of the confede'ration, by the reſpective general courts,

accompliſhed. * Their pathetieul advice ſot an amieable

union, we with 'niay' be ſo attended-bin order thereunto,

We g'We you norice of a cm'nmittee prepared to treat with' *

y'b'u', ſtir ſue'h an fictoffimodation, onto which you gave'

us no anſwer, But inſtead there-oſ, ſent forth your edict

> From authority upon us,-hefote conviction for [ab

mlſiion Was declared to you; 'The argument from out'

intermixt ſzmarioa, is the ſame-now as it was before o'tlt"

conſederatiiig and ever ſince, and aſſente no more ground

now to d'iſanntſl the" government than before. We

might marvel at your ſtrange, why we ſhould think your

ſucceſs ſhould be debtor to our ſilence, 'and that becauſe

the net-va of out nmnmthplian'ce was with the ecmmiſ

ſloners', as iſ the there news of ſuch a thing contained the

ſtrength of all we had to ſay or' plead. Gentlemen, we

intreat you to conſider, that there is thoſe in it than ſo,

yea, that still We have to alledge things of weight, and

know where andhow, if we choſenot rather to abate and

ſuffer, than by striving to hazard the hurting yourſelves

or the c'oh'iſhon cauſe. We ſcope not at reflections, but

conviction and conſcience ſatisfaction, that ſo brethren

in the fellowſhip of the goſpel might come to a cordial

and regular cloſure, and ſo to walk together in love and
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peace, to advance CHRIST his interest among them,

which is all our deſign : But how thoſe high and holy

ends are like ſo to be promoved between us, without a

treaty for accommodation we have cauſe to doubt; yet

that we may not fail m the least to perform whatever we

have ſaid, we now ſignify, that having ſeen the copy of

his majesty's eommiſlioners' determination (deciding the

bounds betwixt his highneſs the Duke of York, and Com

necticut charter) we do declare (ubmiffion thereunto ac'

cording to the true intent of out vote, unto which we req

fer you. As to that part of yours concerning our magiſ,

trates and officers acceptance, their anſwer is, that they

having been choſen by the people here to ſuch trust and

ſworn thereunto, for the year enſuing, and until new be

orderly choſen, and being again deſired to continue that

trust, they ſhall go on in due obſervance thereof aCCOl?

ding to the declaration leſt with us by Mr. John Allen

and Mr. Samuel Sherman, bearing date November 19th

1664 ;' in hopes to find that in a loving treaty forlaccomq

modating matters to the ends profeſſed by you; unto

which our committee stands ready to attend, upon notice

from you; that ſo truth and peace may be maintained,

So ſhall we not give you further trouble, but remain, gen

tlemen, your very loving friends and neighbours, the

committee appointed by the freemen and inhabitants Of

New-Haven colony.

Signed per their order, per me,

. Janus Brsnor, Secretary.

NUMBER XX.

THE anſ-war of Cannrcticut to the claim andþttition oft/1' March U'

Duh and Dart/ny? of Hami/ton, March 25111, 1 665. 1665.

THE king's commiſiioners had written to the colony

nqucsting, N That they might have ſomething in writing

V to retum to the king, concerning the grant of ſixty

" miles ſquare on the eaſtern ſide of Connecticut river,

" to James Marquis of Hamilton, from the council of

1' Plimouth in Devon x631, and to know in what par,

" ticulars it was deſired, that they ſhould be ſolicitors to

" his majesty for the advantage of the colony," which

they declared they would-cordially endeavour.

_ In conſequence of which the following anſwer was

given.
'
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To the Honorable Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cart

wright, Eſquire, and Samuel Maverick, Efquire, his

majesty's honorable commiſlioners.

IN anſwer to Duke Hamilton's petition, reſpecting a

grant of land of ſixty miles ſquare, on the eaſt ſide the

river Converticu. t

r. We are wholly ignorant of any river within the ex

tent of our charter, that is known under ſuch an appella

tion, and therefore cannot conceive that any part or tract

of land, under this government, is concerned in this de

mand.

2. YET upon ſuppoſition that it may be conceived to

intend Connecticut river, we humbly conceive that the o

riginal patent grant, from royal authority to the Lord

Say and other nobles and gentlemen, which we purchaſed

at a dear rate, is lately ratiſied and confirmed by our gra

cious ſovereign, under the broad ſeal of England (the

moſt ahſolute and unquestionable ſecurity of the Engliſh

ſubjects) in which grants the lands forementioned are

compriſed. The grant to Connecticut was precedent to

that of Duke Hamilton's ſeveral years, which gives us to

conclude that priority of title will be ſettled by priority of

rant. '
g 3. A conſiderable tract of this land which the duke'a

petition refers to (if as before ſuppoſed, it be determined

Connecticut) was poſſeſſed by a people most malignantly

ſpirited against his majesty's Engliſh ſubjects, and at our

ſirst ſettling here, when we were weak and few, they

grew very inſolent against us, making invaſion upon us,"

murdering many of our people, thereby neceſſitating us

toa hazardous undertaking, to cast ourſelves into the

arms of God's providence, in endeavouring to ſuppreſs

thoſe bloody heathen; and through divine benediction

we found a good ſucceſs ; and though that wilderneſs

land would not afford any conſiderable recompence for

the loſs of lives and great expenſes, yet our peace attained

by that conquest did greatly rejoice us.

4. We have had peaceable poſſeſſion this thirty years,

free from the least claim of any other, that we heard of,

to this day; which perſuades us that if the duke's high

neſs had ever reaſon, by virtue of his grant, to make

Clalm, th that right pretended is extinct in law many

years ſince.

abfl'cfazatleſih Our gracious ſovereign, was pleaſed of his

ſat to dedZZLOLWd grace, to_his ſubjects oſ this colony, ſo

.. , _ is free receptxon of the reaſons foremen
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tioned, of our purchaſe made, and conquest recovered,

and likewiſe of our improvement and labor bestowed up

on thoſe lands, as to inſert them as motives to that late

renewal of our charter.

WE humbly crave, that as it hath been his majesty's

'royal pleaſure to maniſcst his tender affection to, and

care of his ſubjects' welfare in theſe his colonies of New

England, in ſending over his honorable commiſſioners to

compoſe and iſſue thoſe things that might be of ill conſe

quence between the ſeveral colonies, ſo likewiſe that it be

well pleaſing to his majesty, that this his colony of ACon

necticut might be freed from further trouble or inconven- _

ience by this claim, that we understand hath been pre

ſented by the Marquis Hamilton.

Am) whereas your honors are pleaſed ſo far to exer

ciſe your thoughts about the promotion of the welfare of

his majesty's ſubjects in this his colony, as to vouchſafe

us ſo favorable a tender to be ſolicitors in our behalf to

his majesty our gracious ſovereign, in any particulars

wherein we may' be advantaged, we crave your honors' aſ

ſistance as followeth. ,

r. THAT his majesty would be graciouſly pleaſed to ſi

lence the claim ofDuke Hamilton, iſ any be by him pre

"tended or preſented, to any tract of land lying orjbeing

within the precincts of our charter (renewed and estab

liſhed to us by our royal ſovereign) and poſſeſſed and im

proved by ſeveral poor people, whoſe progreſs in their la

bors and endeavours for their ſubſistence (at the best very

mean) will be impeded and obstructed through fear of the

event of ſuch claims.

2. WHEREAS the colony is at a very low ebb in reſpect

of traffick, and although, out of a reſpect to our relation to

the Engliſh nation, and that we might be accounted a.

people under the ſovereignty and protection oſ his majesty

the King of England, we preſumed to put the name or ap

pellation of New-London upon one of our towns, which

nature hath furniſhed with a ſafe and commodious har

bour, though but a poor people and diſcapacitated in ſev

eral reſpects to promote traffick z we humbly crave of

our gracious ſovereign, that he would be pleaſed out of

his princely bounty, to grant it be a place of free trade

for ſeven, ten, or twelve years, as his royal heart ſhall in

clierje to confer as a boon upon his poor, yet loyal ſub

e s.

l 3. 'We request of your honors, r. That you will pleaſe

to repreſent unto his majesty our allegiance, with our rea
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May 4th,

1660.

dy acknowledgement of his princely 'grace in the late re

newal of our charter. 2. His more abundant grace in -

re-ratifying our privileges both civil and eccleſiastic, in

his late gracious letter ſent to us by your honors. 3. Our

ready compliance with his majesty's royal will and pleaſ

ure therein expreſſed. 4. Our christian moderation to

men of different perſuaſions. 5. We humbly implore

the continuance of the ſhines oſ his royal favor upon our

mean beginnings, that ſo we may flouriſh under the be

nign aſpect of our Lord the Kingſt

N U M B E R XXL

THE Reverend [l/Ir. John Davenþort': 're/[pletion eſ Gau

'rmr Hopkim'r donation to the general court eſ New-Ha

ven, jllay 4th, 1660.

Quod felix ſaustumque ſit l

ON the 4th day of the 4th month 1660, John Daven

port pastor of the church of CHRlsT at New-Haven,

preſented to the honorable general court at New-Haven,

as followeth z

MEMORANDUM,

I. That, ſundry years past, it was concluded by the

ſaid general court, that a ſmall college, ſuch asythe day

of ſmall things will permit, ſhould be ſettled in New

Haven, for the education of youth in good literature, to

fit them for public ſervices, in church and commonwealth,

as it will appear in the public records.

II. Thereupon the ſaid John Davenport wrote unto

our honored friend Edward Hopkins, Eſquire, then living

in London, the reſult of thoſe eonſultations. In anſwer

Whereunto, the ſaid Edward Hopkins wrote unto the ſaid

John Davenport a letter, dared the, 3oth of the zd month,

called April, 1656, beginning with theſe w0rds,

Mosr Dun Sm,

The long continued reſpects! have received from you.

but eſpecially, the ſpeakings of the Lord to my heart, by

you, have put me under deep obligations to love and a

return of thanks beyond what [have or can expreſs, &e.

Then after other paſſages (which being ſecrets hinder me

from ſhewing his letters) he added a declaration of his

purpoſe in reference to the college about which I wrote

*

xzq

 

This i' an attend copy, in the old letter book, p. 128. no,
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umohim, That which the Lord hath given me in thoſd

parts, I ever deſigned, the greateſt part of it for the fur

therance of the Work' of CHRlST in thoſe ends of the

earth, and if l underſtand that acollege is begun 'And like

to be carried on, at New-Haven, for the good oſ poſter-o

lty, I ſhall giVe ſome enc0uragement thereunto. Theſe

are the very words of his letter. But,

III. Before Mr. Hopkins could return an nnſWet to my

next letter it pleaſed GOD to finiſh his days in this world!

Therefore, by his last will and testament (as the copy'

thereof tranſcribed and attested, by Mr. Thomas Yale,

deth ſhew) he committed the 'Whole trust of diſpoſing his

eſtate in theſe Countries (after ſome perſonal legacies were

paid our) unto the public uſes mentioned, and bequeathed

it to our late honored governor, Theophilus Eaton, Eſqa

his father in law, and to the aforeſaid John Davenport,

and joined with them, in the ſame trust, Captain John
Cullick, and Mr.ſſWilliam Goodwin.

IV. It having pleaſed the most high to afflict this col

ony greatly by taking from it to himſelf, out former ever

honored governor, Mr. Eaton, the ſurvivng trustees and

Ieg'a'tees met tOgether, to conſider what courſe they ſhould

take for the dllcharge of their truſt, and agreed that each

of them ſhould have an inventory of the aſoreſaid testac

wt's estare in New-England, in houſe's and goods and

lands, (which were prized by ſOme in Hartford intruſted

by Captain Cullick and Mr. Goodwin) and in debts, for

the guthering in whereof ſome attorneys were constitu

ted, empowered and employed by the three ſurviving

trustees, as the writing in the magistrates' hand will ſhew.

V. Afterwards, at another meeting of the ſaid trustees,

they conſidering that by the will of the dead,they are join

ed- together in one common trust, agreed to act together,

with tnutual conſent, in preformance thereof ; and con

ſidering, that by the will of the testator, two of New

Haven were joined with tWO of Hartford, and that Mr.

Hopkins had declared his purpoſe to further the college

intended at New-Haven, they agreed that one half of

that eſtate which ſhould be gathered in, ſhould be paid

unto Mr.- Davenport for New-Haven, the other half to

Captain Cullick and Mr. Goodwin, to be improved for

the uſes and ends fore noted where they ſhould have

power to perform their trust, which, becauſe they would

not expect to have at Hartford, they concluded it would

be best done by them in that new plantation unto which

ſundry of Hartford were to remove, and were now gone :



568 APPENDIX.

yet they agreed that out of the whole £1oo ſhould be

given to the college at Cambridge, in the Bay; the estate

being £rooo as Captain Cullick believed it would be,

which we now ſee cauſe to doubt, by reaſon of the ſe

questrations laid upon that estate, and still continued by

the general court at Hartford, whereupon ſome refuſe to

pay their debts and others forſake the purchaſes they had

made, to their great hindrance of performing the Will of

the deceaſed, according to the trust committed to them,

and to the great endamagement of the estate.
VI. The ſaid Johnſſ Davenport acquainted the other

two trustees with his purpoſe to interest the honored ma

gistrates and elders of this colony in the diſpoſal of that

part of the estate, that was by their agreement to be paid

thereunto, for the promoving the college work in a grad

ual way, for the education of youth in good literature, ſo

far as he might, with preſerving in himſelf, the power

committed to him for the diſcharge of his trust: they

conſented thereunto. Accordinle on the election day

it being the 30th day of the third month, he delivered up

unto the hands of the honored governor and magistrates

the writings that concern this buſineſs: (viz. the copy

of Mr. Hopkinshis last will and testament, and the in<

ventory of his estatein New-England, and the appraiſe

ment of his goods, and the writings ſigned by the ſurvi

ving trustees for their attornies, and ſome letters between

the other trustees and himſelf) adding alſo his deſire of

ſome particulars for the well performing the trust as fol

loweth.

1. He deſireth of New-Haven town, 1

First, That the rent of the oyster ſhell fields, formerly

ſeparated and reſerved for the uſe and benefit of a college

be paid from this time forward towards the making of

ſome stock for diſburſements of neceſſary charges towards

the college till it be ſet up, and afterwards to continue

ſor a yearly rent as belonging to it, under the name and

title of college land.

Secondly, That if no place can be found more covenient

Mrs. Eldred's lot be given for the uſe of the college, and

of the colony grammar ſchool, if it be in this town, elſe

only for the college.

Thirdly, That parents will keep 'ſuch of their ſons con

stantly to learning in the ſchools, whom they intend to

train up for public ſerviceableneſs, and that all their ſons

may learn at least to write and cast up accounts competentw

ly, and may make ſome entrance into the Latin- tongue.
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J members

\

.

Fourtbly, That if the colony ſettle £4o per annum',

for a common ſchool, and ſhall add £1oo to be paid to

wards the building or buying oſ a ſchool houſe and libra

ry in this town, ſeeing thereby this town will be freed

from the charges which they have been at hitherto to

maintain a town ſchool, they would conſider what part

of their former ſalary may be still continued for future

ſupplies towards a stock for neceſſary expenſes about the

college or ſchool. , '

2. He humbly deſireth the honored general court of

the colony of New-Haven, _ .

First, That the £40 per annum formerly agreed upon,

to be paid by the ſeveral plantations, for a common grain

mar ſchool, be now ſettled in one of the plantations

which they ſhall judge ſittest, and that a ſchool master

may forthwith be provided to teach the three languages,

Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, ſo far as ſhall be neceſſary to

prepare them for the college, and that iſ it can be accomy'"

pliſhed, that ſuch a ſc'hool master be ſettled by the-He' end

oſ this ſummer, or the beginning of winter. f e Paſſ'

ments from the ſeveral plantations may n tom ans

time. , * a . ;

Second/5', That if the coano gffijſijflſgflfidfldzs
. U -town, the honored gove v er viſit the g'tammatr .

. y and toget

puties, would ſolem 'an at the court for el .

- ections to ex
ſchool once ever 'Its- . '

_ roficienc inlearnin .
amme_ the [Che] at for? the payiiaents to bge made b the

Tbtrzily- T for the ſchool, or out of Mr. Hopklnfl'eſ

plantaUOUIZ'i-ds the college, one be choſen by themſelves

tate: tow name and title of steward, or receiver, for the;

under tlland college, to whom ſuch payments may be made

ſchool'qu power given him by the court to demand what

_Wlt_},du.e, and to proſecute in caſe of neglect, and to give

18 Fquittances in caſeofdue payments received, and to give

a', lS account yearly to the court, and to diſpoſe of what

e receiveth m ſuch proviſions as cannot be well kept in

I. the best way for the aſoreſaid uſes according to advice.

Foufllvly), That unto that end a committee of church

_ _ e choſen to meet together and conſult and ad

vd'e, m emergent difficult caſes, that may concern the

ghool or collzgsl, and which cannot be well delayed till
e meeting 0 e eneral court the 0 ſſ ' -

Ways the chief of tlgiat committee. g vemor bcmg a]

A a a a
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awry, man thſſn'Dddcnſi an deſireth'ThYt was

'it may pleaſe Gob'w'c'ominpe' ' _'_life,=ſiahd &Uod'ein this

plate, (to the end 'that he the better' ſierfdrtnhis

*'triist)'in reference t'o 'the"c'z311e>ge, that he'be s loſin

ſifulted in difficultcteaſes, jand have 'the'þower' of a egathte

Wrote, ſito'hiſſridgrhſſriy ſhihfirbm beingfact'c'd ctWliidh'he ſhall

Harow good'reaſon to ' prejudicial to ſhe'tſſriieſiintend

rmſient' 6 the tdstatbrfand to'the'truſſe end oſthis'vi'ork.

Sixtbly, That certain orders be ſpeedilfma'de ifo'r'tlie

iſchool, and ſſwhen ilie 'college ſhall'þrſititfie'dd'fdr it "alſo,

that the education of youth may'ſſbeic'arri'eii 'oh'l'uitabl'ytſſo

'Ctinlsr's ends,-by the'ſſcou'nſel- ' 'of ite'achirig elders in

'this colony;" iand that Wſht 'they 'ſhall vctiticluiie With

"conſent, being approved'by the honder 'magittmes, Be

'titiſied by the general'c'ourt.
"St-timth , ſiBſſec'actuſe it is recluiſite that the Writings'nffiidt

XWEemMiuHophinahis "estate be ſaſel kept,'in order
' ereunto,tſſhe'ſaid 'John Davenpdrt 'defileth'thaſit a-e'o'n

. . "m cheh'bej'msde Wiſh'tw'o'locksand two keys, 'and

i 'the houſe of'thetgovernor,_or'bf the steward,

LPZPÞCFM zing can a 'm'o'republie'plaee (as a tibi-3?

m e r UÞÞL ared; and that one key be in e

ans; manus

'That in this chest-an 'the wsZL-Pffiffiſſffij 'gfljf'
ſi'tothe 'nagiſistſirates'mayheke t, and. ifidn s in;" Mr;

"acquittances, drders 'or 'wſih tſocver _\. t agnd fill-from

concern this buſineſshe' 'ut and kept theft.I Yprecc-wer

ſplace may be agreed-an- ihere "the 'flew-11 H ztm the,

'may layct'upr ſuch proviſions'as_"niay "be, >ſ ame e.

m 'be 'diſpoſed 'offering good stthcrchaoi <_ eke? in

Bightb/y,*Beeaiiſe our 'fight is 'narrow 'an R'W

ſiwiebting 'and idiſcernin'g' the corn aſs of things' that Was

ifore us, 'much mere 'in 'foreſe'em'g'furiire-cvritinger. it

'lie further craveth'iiberty'for himſelſand 'other cider-ii]

ithis colony, tolprop'onnd' to ſithe hundred-"govel'hdr' -a._

"magiſtrates, iwhat' heredſrdriinnyhe foundtb beycondnc.

3ble to; the 'well carrying' onſſbf this'itruſtfiaccdr'dih to th

ends' Propo'ſdd, and' um ſuch' propoſals inay bza Yf un

'toſithe'l'eſunderſijhefitaſhe'and title'pflditl-ZTUL ADD raſh

*A*r:s-' land" confirmedi'b the ger-'ers *c0u.__- i ., . t _

'Lid i), rth'ſiliopeſith:hye 7il'i'ltll not "need, tQHZFZrVZ:

iexpreſſed'by Whrdbf 'm'o'uth, 'that (the he ſtile fdoh.

contents-or' fairer' this gift' to be Fast ermhh w] . 5

but as it becometh fathers'oſihe commdzwfi: and to at: ' >

all good endeavours to ger'it'in'to thflſd fndm Posterst,

ſert their right in'it for the common gOD v
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ſ' may reap the good fruit of. their labors, and wiſdom, and

i' faithfulneſs, and that Jesus CHRIST may have the ſervice

T? and honor of ſuch proviſion made for his people; in

F whom Irest. ' '

Iſ JOHN Davenport-r.

2' NUMBERXXII.

r

LE'I'Y'ER qf bit majgsty _King Claw/r: II. to anmcticut Am" m.

I: adjfl'lſ loth, 1666- 1666.

i C H A R L E S R.

qk' TRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well, ha

LS ving received ſo full and ſatisfactory an account from our

commiſſioners both of the good reception you have given

In them, and alſo of your dutiſulneſs and obedience tolus,

si 'ire cannot but let you know how much we are pleaſed'

zi: therewith, judging that reſpect of ours towards our offil

is: cers tobe the true and natural fruitw ichdemonstratesWhat

51 fidelity and affection towards us is rooted in your hearts,

Lz'g and although your carriage doth of itſelf most justly de;

.X, _crve our praiſe and approbation, yet it ſeems to be ſet off -

.jz': with the more lustre by the contrary deportment of theſi

a: colony of the Maſſachuſettſſs, as if by their refractorineſs

5; they had deſigned to recommend and heighten the meritct

5; ofyour compliance with our directions for the peaceable

gg and good government of our ſubjects in thoſe parts ; you

4 maythetefore aſſure yourſelves that we ſhall neverbe un;

z' 5; mindful of this your loyal and dutiful behavior, but ſhall,

i; upon all occaſions, take notice of it to your advantage,
an romiſing you our constant protection andct royal favor,

<' in a_ll things that may concern your ſafety, peace and

welſare -, and ſo we bid you farewel. Given at our court

 
 atWhitehall the loth day of April 1666, in the eighteenth

year ofour reign. By his majestfs command, '

. WlLLlAM Moanrcu.
&Hrſcribed to our trusty and well-beloved ' ctſi ſi

e
_ overnor and council of the colgny octf

GQWQZCPB in New-.Enslend- ' '

  

\\

'al,

VYF'x-rzsmud

'R'Kd
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June 13

}6_89. '

NUMBER xxm.

AN addreſſ' to King W'illiam, June tztb, 1689.

To the king's most excellent majesty.

THE humble addreſs of your majesty's dutiſul and loyal

ſubjects, the governor and company of your majesty's

colony of Connecticut, in New-England.

GREAT Sovsacrcn,

GREAT was that day when the Lord, who ſitteth up

pn the floods, and ſitteth king forever, did divide his and

your adverſaries from one another like the waters of Jor

dan forced to stand upon an heap, and did begin to mag

nify you like Joſhua, in the ſight of all lſrael, by thoſe

great actions that-were ſo much, for the honor of GOD

and the deliverance of the Engliſh dominions from po

pery and ſlavery,and all this ſeparated from thoſe ſorrows,

that uſually attend the introducing of a peaceable ſettle

ment in any 'troubled state ; all which doth affect us with

a ſenſe of our duty to return the highest praiſe unto the

KING'Of KlNGS'Xand Lonp oſ HosTs, and bleſs nm, who

hath delighted in you, to ſet you on the throne of his Iſ

rael, and to ſay becauſe the LORD loved ISRAEL forever,

therefore hath he made you king to dojustice and judg

ment, &e. ' alſo humble and hearty acknowledgment for

that great zeal,-that by your majesty hath been expreſſed

in thoſe hazards, you have put your royal perſon to, and

in the expenſe of ſo great treaſure, in the defence of the

protestant interest. In the conſideration of all which,

we, your majesty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, of your ſaid

colony, are encouraged humbly to intimate that vve, with

much favor, obtained a charter of King Charles the II.

of happy memory, bearing date April 23d, 1662, in the

14th year of his reign, granted to the governor and com

pany of his majesty's colony of Connecticut, the advan

tages and privileges whereof made us indeed a very hap

py pe0ple, and _by the bleſſing of GOD_ 'upon our endeav

ours, we have made a conſiderable improvement o your

dominions here, which, with the defence of ourſelves

from the force of both foreign and intestine enemies, has

cost us much expenſe of treaſure and blood; yet in the

ad year of the reign of his late majesty, King James the

II. we had a quo-warmnto ſerved upon us, by Edward

Randolph, requiring out appearance before his majesty's

Fourt, in England ; and although the time of our appear

ZPFC was elapſed before the ſerving the ſaid gun-war

ſ
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rctanto, yct we humbly pctitioncd his majesty for his favor,

and the continuance of our charter with the privileges

thereof; but we received no other favor but a 2d qua

warranio, and we well obſerving that the charter of Lon

don and other conſiderable cities in England were con

demned, and that the charter of thc Maſſachuſetts had

undergone the like fate plainly ſaw what we might ex

pCct, yet we not judging it good or lawful to be active

in ſurrendering what had cost us ſo dear, nor to be alto

gether ſilent we impowered an attorney to appear on our

behalf and to prefer our humble addreſs to his majesty to

entreat his favor quickly upon it; but as Sir Edmund

Androfs informed us he was impowered by his majesty

to regain the ſurrender of our charter, if we ſaw meet ſo

to do, and to take ourſelves under his government, alſo

Col. Thomas Dungan, his majesty's governor of New

York, labored to gain us over to his government 5 we

withstood all theſe motions and in our reiterated addreſſes,

We petitioned his majesty to continue us in the full and

free enjoyment of our liberties and property, civil and ſa

cred, according to our charter. .We alſo petitioned, that

if his majesty ſhould not ſee meet to continue us as we

were, but was reſolved to annex us to ſome other gov

ernment, we then deſired, that (in as much as Boston

had been our old correſpondents and people whoſe princi

ples and manners we had 'been acquainted with) we

might be annexed rather to Sir EdmundAndroſs his gov

ernment than to Col. Dungan's which choice of ours was

taken for a reſignation of our government, though that

was never intended by us for ſuch, nor had it the formal

ities in law to make ita reſignation, as we humbly con

Ceive, yet Sir Edmund 'Androſs was commiſiioned, by

- his majesty, to take us under his government; purſuant

to which about the end of October 1687, he with a com

pany of gentlemen and grenadiers, to the number of ſixty

'or upwards came to Hartford (the chief ſeat of this gov

eminent) cauſed his commiſiion to be read and declared

our government to be diſſolved, and put into commistion

both civil and military officers through our colony, as he

pleaſed, where he paſſed through the principal parts

thereof. The good people of the colony, though they

were under a great ſenſe of the injuries they ſustained

hereby, yet choſe rather to be ſilentand patient than to

oppoſe, being indeed ſurpriſed into'an involuntary ſub

mistion to an arbitary power, but when the government

ye were thus put under, ſeemed to _us, to be determined,
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and we being in daily fear and hazard of thoſe many in

conveniences, that will ariſe from a people in want of

government, being alſo in continual danger of our lives

'by reaſon oſ the natives being at war with us, with whom,

we had just fears of our neighbouring French to join, not.

receiving any order or direction what method to take for

our ſecurity, we were neceſſitated to put ourſelves into,

ſome form of government, and there being none ſo fa-fl

nailiar to u.s as that of our; charter, nor what we could.

make ſo effectual for the. gaining the univerſal compliance'

of the people, and having never received any intimatiorr

of an enrolment of that, which was interpreted a reſigna_--_

tion of our charter, we have preſumed, by the conſent of

the major part of the freemen, aſſembled for that end,i

May 9th, r689,t0 reſume our government, according to,

therules of our charter and this to continue till further or-z

der,yet as we have thus preſumed to diſpoſe ourſelves,n_ofi

waiting orders from your majesty we humbly ſubmit our-_

ſelves herein, intreating your majesty's most graciousparg

dpn, and that what our urgent neceffity hath put upon'

us, may no ways interrupt your. majesty's grace and favor

_ towards us, your most humble and dutifnl ſubjects, but '

that in your clemency, you would be pleaſed to grant us

ſuch directions as to your princely wiſdom may ſeem

meet, with ſuch ratiſications and confirmations oſ on;

charter, in the full and free enjoyment of all out prop:

crties, privileges, and liberties both civil and ſacred, a;

therein granted to us, by your royal predeceſſor, King

Charles the Il. which may yet further enſure it aninher,

itance to us and our posterities after us, with what far,
ther grace and favor your royal and enlarged heartv ma

be moved to confer upon us. ; which, we trust, We ſha

not forget nor be unprofitable under ; but as we: hav,

this day with the greatest expreſſions ofjoy proclaimed

your majesty and royal conſort King and (Al-un of Enge

land, France, and Ireland with the dominions theretoLonging, ſo we ſhall ever. pray, that Gon would grant

your majesties long to live, and proſperoufly to reign

over all your domimpns, and that great and, happy work

you have begun may be proſpered hererewarded with a crownof glory hereafter.

Roman TW'T- Governqx

r Per' "We-I 95 the renew equtt of Canncfficut ſigns-ly,

her Aem- flewen,
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liffikſſw Governor Ligstlrſflguin'ng the releaſe of Myſia"

' general Winthrop, Ere. Stptt'mbh rst, 1690.

_ , Hartford, Sept. 1st, 169'0.

HbNdRABLE Sin,

'BY_ an 'expreſs from odr ca'ptains, at 'Albany, "of'th'e

a'7th August last, we are certified, 'that 'Major 'general

'Winthrop is made a priſoner, and that on our officers' re

qtiest to thecommander of' the ſort for his liberty 'to offi

ciate in the army,' ourſelf beingþreſent at Albany, their

ahstaver Was, that they would ſpeak with the general,

they might go to YOrk, alſo that'our Commiſſary is under

restraint; theſe are very unexpected and ſhrpriſing a'

Well'as grievous tidings to us, and put us upon ſignifying

to you, that it was upon a certain knowledge of Major

Winthrop's fidelity, prudence, and valor that'We did ſoli

'cit him to'undertake this ſervice, and uſed our interest in

the Maſſachuſetts'gentlemen to prevail with him therein,

'whoh'aving the fame confidence in'his virtuesdid'ſo, and

'we therebn recommended him'to you who gave us to un

'derstand 'as great a value of him, and'therefore'deſired his

acceptance, Which his honor accepting, thOugh 'he Were

Worthy of a tenſold greater command, he waited ' on you

and his country; ſir, theſe'things are ſo radicated in 'all

New-England,-that your thus dealing cannot raiſe a jeal

ouſy in us of any thing unworthy ſo generous a ſoul, as is

this gentleman, and thou h in honor to you, in your pre

ſent capacity we will uſpend any cenſures which we

'might-make on"your unadviſed'neſs' in' this action, yet we

'must i'n justice' remember you of 'that article concluded

By thcho'mmiſlioners at York'Wheireof you Were one,

Sept. 1,

'690.

namely, what*was referred to the commander in chief _

'and his council-of war," which you 'in particular are not to

overrule ;*if the return' fromWood-Cteek donehy a coun

'c'il of war be the matter which offends-ydu,'as it is-gen'e

'rallyſaid robe, conſiderhow' far that article,and the 'rea

ſon it is grounded on,'lead to it; alſo' that the army being -

'corife'deratej if you be cencerne'd ſo are We, and the'- rest,
'and'that-you alone ſhould 'jnſidge upOn the general's-and

council oſ War's actions will infrin e our'libert'y ; but

thatwhieh is worst in event, is that ſuch actions 'will rein-'

der our friendly correſpondence too weak, to join infu
ture attempts; which We vmay have but too much

'occaſion-for 'z- ſor if our ſending our best friends to join
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with you prove a pitfall to them, it will neceſiitate our fu

ture forbearance, whatever the conſequence be.

AND ſir,-you neceflitate us to tell you, that a priſon is

not a catholicon for all state maladies though ſo much

uſed by you, nor are you incapable of need of, nor aid

from their majesty's ſubjects in New-England -, nor could.

you in any one action have more diſobliged all New

England, and if you ſhall proceed in thisway you will cer

tainly put all that gentleman's friends on his vindication,

be the matter controverted what it will, he is of ſuch eſ

tate and repute, as could not ſhun a just trial, and if your

adherence to Mr. Milborn (whoſe ſpirit we have ſufficient
testimony of) and other emulators of the major's honor bſie

greater than to ourſelves and the gentlemen of the bay,

you may boast of the exehange, by What profit you find.

Sir you cannot expect but we ſhall be warm with theſe

matters, unleſs you prevent us by a timely and honorablc

releaſe of the major, which is the thing we adviſe unto,

and deſire to hear from you with all ſpeed, what our ex:

pectations may be on this account. We are giving aC_
count of ſithis matter to the governor and council of Maſ

ſachuſetts, it is justly expected that your declaration to

us all of the grounds of this your action ſhould have been

as forward as the thing itſelf. We alſo move you to ſet

our Commiſſary at libert , ſince he is of ſuch uſe to out

ſoldiers as he cannot be pared.

NUMBER XXVL

THE drfsr;::_z'n.ztisn qftbeking, in council, relative to t/ae mili

tm of Conne-Burnt, Apri/ rgtb, 1694

A PETITlON having been preſented to his majesty by

hlajor General Fitz John Winthrop, agent for the Eng

liſh colony of Connecticut in New-England in America,

m behalf Of the ſaid COIODY, by the name of the governor

adnd comPFUY Of thFEflgliſh colony of Connecticut inNew

England m Amenca, ſetting forth that the petitioners by

fettCrs patents under the great ſeal of England, in the

ſzxgtzcmh ye?" Of the felgn of the late King Charles the

and: ' were lncorponted _by the name of the governor

AmerYZVPRIYYh of the Engliſh colony of Connecticut in

of aſſahff- Wit 1pour-'ers as well for the civil administration'

modem S- aS t e lieutenancy for the ordering, arraying,

fen. ng,and conductmg the militia for the ſ ecial de

<_:e of the colony * that f ' p .

num the month of>0 X rom the date of the ſaid grant

ſald liberties and . , r "be! last, the have enjoyed the

P'm'efles, without orfeiture or molelb;

 



APPENDIX.
vS'l"

Ilion, except ſome interruption they received in the reign

of King 'James the ſecond ; that Colonel Flctcher, govd

ernor of New-York, in October last, by colour of his ma

jesty's commiſfion, whereby for the uniting the forces of

the' ſaid province and colony he was created commander

in chief of the militia of the ſaid colony, did demand

of the petitioners not only to ſubmit to him, as lieutenant

general and commander in chief over the full quota of

the militia of that colony, in conjunction with thoſe of

New-York and the adjacent governments, but likewiſe

the particular lieutenancy ofthe ſaid colony and the power

of aſſeſſmg, modelling, and establiſhing the lmilitia there

of, the petitioners therefore humbly praying the ſaid com

miſlion may receive ſuch explanation and restriction,

as to his majesty in his royal justice and wiſdom ſhall

ſeem meet; and his majest having been pleaſed to refer

the ſaid petition to the rig t honorable the lords of the

committee of trade and plantations to conſider the matter

of the ſaid petition, and to report what they conceive fit

for his majesty to do therein; and the lords oſ the com-s

mittee having received the report of their majesty's attoru

ney general and ſolicitor general upon the matter of the

ſaid petition, together with the addreſs of the colonyl of

Rhode-Iiland, and touching the uniting the strengt of

thoſe colonies against the French, which report is in the

words following,

MAY it pleaſe your lordſhips,

IN obedience to your lordſhips' commands ſignified to

us by Mr. Blathwait, the 2d of January and the 3d of

February last, by which we were to conſider the ſeveral

charters of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, and the grants

of east and west New-Jerſey, and to report our opinion

upon the whole matter what may be done for the uniting

the strength of thoſe colonies and New-York under a

chief commander, to be commiſſroned by their majestiea

ſor the defence of their majesties' ſubjects in thoſe parts

against the French, and alſo to conſider the annexed copy

of the petition of the governor and company of Connect
icut, and to report our opinion thereupon, we have ſſcon

ſidered the matter to us referred, and do find that King

Charles the II. by his charter dated the 23d of April in

the r4th year of his reign, did incorporate John Win

throp and ſeveral other perſons therein' named and all

Others who then were or after ſhould be admitted and

made free of the company, to be a corporation by the

Lame of the governor ans Txppgny of the Engliſh colony .
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of Conuecticut in New-'England in America, with ſuch

powers, privileges and capacities, as are uſually granted

to corporations of like nature, and to have continuance

and ſucceſſion forever, and therein the bounds of the col

ony are deſcribed and a grant thereby made to the cor

poration of all land, ſoil, ground, havens, parts, juriſdic

tions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes and hereditaments,

within the ſame or thereunto belon ing, TO na nour-m'

to the corporation and their ſucce ors in trust for the

benefit of themſelnes and their aſſociates, freemen of that

colony, their heirs and afligns of the kings of England a'

of the manor of East-Greenwich, by the zth part of the

oar of gold and ſilver there found, with power to the

corporation to make laws, elect governors, deputy gov

ernors and affistants, erect judicatures and courts, and

chooſe officers for the civil government, and thereby alſo

power is granted to the chief commanders,governors and

officers of the company and others inhabiting there, by

their leave or direction for their ſpecial defence and ſafe

ty, to aſſemble, martial array and put in warlike posture

the inhabitants of the colony, and to commifiion ſuch

perſons as they ſhould think fit to lead and conduct the

inhabitants and to enoounter, reſist, kill and ſlay all that

ſhould attempt or interpoſe the invaſion or annoyance of

the inhabitants or plantations, and to exerciſe martial laws

and take and ſurpriſe the invaders or attemptors of the

plantation or hurt of the company and inhabitants, and,

anjust occaſion, to invade and destroy the natives or other

enemies of the colony.

WE alſo find that King Charles the II. in the 1 5th year

of his reign did incorporate divers perſons by name, and

ſuch others as then were, or after ſhould be admitted and

free of the company by the name of the governor and

company of the Engliſh colony of Rhodolfland and

Providence plantation, in New-England in America, and

granted them in effect the like powers and authorities both

civil and military, as are before mentioned to be granted

to Connecticut.

. We find that the civil government, in thoſe plantation'

or colonies, executed the military powers conferred by

tzhe charters ; but that their majesties,in the third year of

their reign, by their commiſſion constituted Sir William

Phipslientenant and commander in chief of the militia

and of the forces by ſea and land within the colonies of

Connecticut, Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation,

King's Pſovincc and province of New-Hampſhire, and all
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ſorts and places of strength in the ſame with' ſeveral poWJ

ers and authorities, and that their majestiesby their come

miflion under the great ſeal dared' the ro'th of june' '6935

revo'ked ſo much of Sir William Phips his cornmiſſron'

and powers as related to the' colony of Connecticut and

by the ſame commiſlion conſtituted Benjamin Fle'tc'her,

Eſquire, their majesties' captain general and commander

in chief of New-York, Pennſylvania, Neanaſtle', and the

territories and tracts of land depending thereupon, to be

the commander in chief of the militia and of all the forcesl

by ſea and land within the colony of ConneCticut and of

all' forts and places of strength within the' ſame, with

power to levy, arm, musten', command,- or ernploy the'

militia of the ſaid colony, and upon any neceſſary and ur

gent occaſion, during this War,- to transfer t0' the province

of New-York and front'iers of the ſame for reſisting and

withstanding enemies,pirates and rebels both at land and

ſea, and defence' of that 'province and colony, oſ which'

commiffion and the large powers therein contained as to

Connecticut, the colony of Connecticut by their annexed

petition- do complain and pray redreſs against the exerciſe

of it, in ſuch manner over the whole militia, and therein

ſhevv their reaſons against it. We have heard Colonel

Winthnop and his council, on the behalfoſ the colony of

Connecticut, and Mr. Almey and his council. on the be

half of Rhode-lſland and Providence plantation, and Dr.

Cox appeared on the behalf of east and west New-Jerfe'y,

and-produced ſome writings, ſhewing how the ſame were

granted out from the crown to the Duke of York, and by

the Duke of York to others, but the Dr. not claiming any

title to himſelf it doth not appear to us in whom the estate

in' law of thoſe places or of the government thereof civil

or military doth now refide, nor how the ſame is exerciledſi

But having' read the anneited estimate from Mr. Blath

wait' w'e eomntunicated- the ſame to the agents for Con

necticutykhode-llland and' Providence plantation, who

declared their readineſs during' times of danger to provide

thelrreſpectivequotasthereincohtained, andin caſe of in'

creaſe'ofdangermmther neceſſary'occafions,durlngthecon-

tinuancethereof, their reſpective 'qhotas to beproportionsv

ably'increaſed' with other colonies', but-astotheremaining

militiav beyond the quotas (Which itl ſeems in thoſe cdunk

tfiefl conſists-oſall' males'betWedn ſixteen and ſixty Year'

of age) they humbly deſite'that- it- may' remain under the

ordinaty' and-uſual government and command of the coloq

nies according to their charters, and not to be commanded
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out, unleſs in times of actual invaſion or imminent dana'

ger, for the neceſſary preſervation oſ ſome of the colonies,

and at ſuch times only when ſuch of the colonies where

out the forces ſhallbe drawn, are not in danger, and that

at all times a ſufficient power of the militia may be al

ways kept in each colony under the power of the govern

ment of it,ſor the ſafety and neceſſary preſervation thereof.

WE are humbly oſ opinion that the charters and grants

of thoſe colonies do give the ordinary power of the mi

litia to the reſpective governments thereof ; but do alſo

conceive that their majesties may constitute a chief com

mander, who may have authority, at all times, to com

mand or order ſuch proportion of the forces of ſuch col

ony or plantation, as their majeſties ſhall think fit 5 and

farther, in times oſ invaſion and approach of the enemy,

with the advice and aflistance of the governors of the col

onies, to conduct and command the rest oſ the forces for

the preſervation and defence of ſuch of thoſe colonies as

ſhall moſt stand in need thereof, not leaving the reſt un

provided of a competent force for their defence and ſafe

z; but in time of peace, and when the danger is over,

e militia within each of the ſaid provinces ought, as we

humbly conceive, to be under the government and diſpo

ſitions of the reſpective governors of the ſaid colonies ac

cording to their charters.

ALL which, nevertheleſs, is most humbly ſubmitted to

your lordſhips'great wiſdom. .

. r; EDWARD Warm,

J-hz-l 31 Tnouas Tnavea.

,, ct A

"\'_L s F.\ 7'

Am) the lords of the committee having preſented to

his majesty's council the report of Mr. attorney and Mr.

ſolicitor general upon the matters above mentioned, his

majesty, m_cour_1cxl, is pleaſed to approve the ſaid report,

and to ſigmfy his pleaſure, that the quota, not exceedin

one hundred and twenty men, be the meaſure of the aE

ſistancc ſo given by the colony of Connecticut, and

all times during war to be commanded b the governor

of New-_YO>_; and the right honorable Sir John Tren

chard, lus majesty's principal ſecretary of state, is to pre

P?" nium-s ſo! lus Inajcsty's royal ſignature, for the fig.

"meam" Of lus majesty's pleaſure herein to the governor

Of New-Yoſk add Connccticut accordingly.

WILLIAI BRIDGBIAN'.

ad April, 1694.
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Ephraim Buckin ham, do.

David Buel, Litc iſield.

William Bull, do.

Doct. Iſaae Bull, Hartford.

Leremiah Bull, Milford.

ev. Platt Buffct, Greenwich.

Daniel Bulkley, Colchester.

David Bunce, New-Haven."

Capt. Abel Burritt, New-Haven.

T'mpth Burr, jun. Hartford,

Daniel ntler, do.

Norman Botler, do.

Charles Butler, Branſord.

 

John Caldwell, Hartford.

Elnathan Camp, Durham.

Allen Campbell, Voluntown.

Samuel Canſield, Sharon.

Judſon Canſield, Attorney, Sha'ron.

Sylvestcr Carver, Bolton.

E ias Carrington, Milford.

Abel CatJin, Litchfield.

R _-.-. Henry Channing, New-London.

Rev. Calvin Chapin, Wcthcrsſield.

Doct. Eliſha chapman, North-Haven.

Charles Chauncy, Eſq. New-Haven.

John Chenevard, Hartford.

Penvil Cheney, Windham.

Hon'. John Chestcr, v Eſq. Judge of

Hartford County Court.

Len' Chester, Montnlle. '

Rev. Aaron Church, Hardand.
Jonah Clark,_Eſq.Norſithibrd, a copies.

John Clark, Lebanon.

Thaddcus Clark, do.

Timothy Clark, Waterbury.

Abraham Clark, Milford.

Capt. Simon Clark, Hartford.

Eliſha Coe', Middletown.

Capt. William Coggſhall, Milford.

Rev.]amesC we] ,D.D.Windham.

Doct. Maſon . Cogſwell, Hartford.

I Rev. George Colton, Bolton.

Jonathan Colton, do.

Abijah Colton, Hartford.

Eliſha' Coit, do.

Maj. Samuel Comstock, Norwalk.

Cupt. NathanielComstock, Montville.

Jared Cone, 'un. Merchant, Bolton. _

Rev. Roſwell Cook, Montville.

James Cooper, North-Haven.

Rev. Giles H. Cowles, Bristol.

Samuel Cowles, Norfolk.

John Crocke'r, Montville.

Maj. Giles Curtiſs, Berlin.

Joei Curtiſ', Stratford;

Rev. James Dana, D. D. New-Haven.

Joſeph Darling, Eft? do.

Thom Darling, E q. Woodbrid e.

John Davenport, jun. Eſ . Sta ord.

Edward Danforth, Hart ord.
Aſibraham V. H. Dewitt, Att. Milford.

Hezekiah Dickennan, Hamden.

John Dodd, jun. Hanford.

John Dolebcar, Montville.

Samuel Dolebear, do. \

Amos Doolittle, New-Haven.

HearicusDow, Attorney, Aſhtdrti.

Selah Dudley, Guilſ'rd'. '

Sylvester Duhinion, Milford;

Fiſh Durand, do,

I
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Doct. oil-e Dutton, Derby.

Hubbard Dutton, Lebanon.

Rev.'l'imothy Dwight, D. D.Preſident

of Yale Colle e m New-Haven.

Theodore Dwi t, Attor. Hartford.

Doct.Nathanie Dwight, do.

Hon. Bliphalet Dyer, Eſq. Windham.

Capt. Peter Eastman, North-Haven.

M'illiam Edmond, Attor. Newtown:

Rev. Joo. Edwards, D. D. Colbrook.

Miſs Sally Edwards, New-Haven.

George E gleston, Hartſord.

William E dridge, Groton.

Rev. Andrew Eliot, Fairſield.

Nathan Eliot, Hartford.

REv. Samuel Eells, Branford.

Rev. Ozias Eells, Barkhemsted.

John Ellworth, Chatham.

Rev. David Ely, Huntington.

Rev. Zebulon Ely, Lebanon.

Benjamin Ely, do.

Rev. Nathan Fenn, Berlin.

Benjamin Fenn, Milford.

Doct. Eliakim Fiſh, S. A. S. Hartſord.

Samuel Fla g, Eſq. East-Hartford.

Doct. Joſep Foot, North-Haven.

Abiſhai Forbes, Symſbury.

John Forbes, Canaan.

Rev. Abraham Fowler, Waterbury.

Joſiah Fowler,jun. Branford.

Levi Fowler, do. >

Capt. Samuel Pox, Montville.

. Jacob Fox, Bolton.

Rev. Ebenezer Gay, Suffield.

Rev. Malth Gelston, New-Fairfield.

Col. Samuel Gilbert, Hebron, chief

judge of Tolland county court.

Sylve er Gilbert, Attor. Hebron.

Rev. Alexander Gillet, Torrington.

George Gillet, Hebron.

Nathan Gillum, Chatham.

Chauncy Gleaſon, Hartſord.

Calvin Goddard, Attor. Plainfield.

Rev. Elizur Goodrich,D.D.Durham.

Elizur Goodrich, Attor. New-Haven.

Charles Good rich, Durham.

David Goodwin, Hartſord.

Levi Coodwin, East-Hardbrd.

James Gordon, Plainfield.

Gideon Granger, Attorney, Suffield.

Ambrus Grant, Litchfidld.

Rev. William Graves, Woodstock.

Joſeph Gray, Stamford.

Daniel Gregory, Norwalk.

Rev. Unel Gridly, Watertown.

His EXcellency Matthew Griſwold,

Eſq. Lyme.

 

Maj. shubael Griſwold,Bafl:-Hartford.

G. Griſwold, Hartſord.

Elihu Griſwold, Windſor.

Rev. David Hale, Liſbon.

Nathan Hale, Auorney, Canaan.

Jehiel Hale, Glastenbury.

Joel Hall, jun.Chatham.

Samuel Hall, ad. do.

Doct. Timothy Hall, East-Hartfbrd.

Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, Symſbury.

Capt. William Hamlin, Middletown.

Ell Hamm'nd, Bolton.

Nathaniel Hammond, do.

Rev. Levi Hart, Prefion, z copies.

Matthew Hart,jun. Berlin.

MrslAbigail Hart, do.

William S. Haſt, Attorney, Norwich.

* Rev. Rufus Hawley, Farmington.

Seth Hawley, Middletown,

Dcct. Austin Hayden, Suffield.

John Heaton, Merchant, New-Haven.

Iſaac Heminway, Woodbn'dge.

Doct. Joſhua Hempflcd, Hartſord.

Samuel Hi ley, Mi ford.

Rev. Davi Hig ins,Lyme.

William Hillhou e,Attor.New-Haven.

John Hillhouſe, Eſ . Montville.

Capt. Thomas Hill .ouſe, do.

Aaron Hine, jun. Milford.

Daniel Hinſdale, Hartford.

VVenfley Hobby, Middletown, 6copie'.

Eliphalet Holmes, Eaſt-Haddam.

Ebenezer Holmes, do.

Appleton Holister, Bolton.

Jonas Hoit, Stamford.

Rev. Aſahel Hooker, Goſhen.

Ira Hooker, Brifiol.

Edmund Haughton, Bolton.

Amos Hosfbrd, Eſq. Berlin.

James Hoſmer, Hartford.

Joſeph Hopkins, Eſq. W'aterbury,

judge ofNew-Haven county court.

Aſa Hopkins, Hartſord.

Theodore Hopkins, do.

Daniel Hopkins, do.

Gideon Hotchkiſs, Waterbury.

Doct. Enſign Hough, Wallingſord.

Rev. Bela Hubbard, New-Haven.

George Hubbard, Berlin.

Richard Hubbard, do.

Nathaniel Hubbard, Bolton.

Nathaniel Hubbard,Grcenwich,zeop.

Miſs Lucretia Hubbard, New-Haven.

Nehemiah Hubbard,jun. Middletown.

Col. Jonathan Humphrey, Symſbuty.

Reuben Humphrc , do.

Daniel Hull, No Haven.
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Lebbeus Hungerſord, Berlin.

Rev. Lynde Huntington, Branſord.

Enoch Huntington, Att. Middletown.

Dan Huntington, Mr. Tutor, Y. Col.

Hezakiah Huntington, Attor. Sufficld.

Bliſha H de, Attorney, Norwich.

Joſeph I ar', Eſq.'Colchester.

iohn lſham, Eſq. do.

phraim lſham, Merchant, Bolton.

Capt. Noah lvcs, North-Haven.

Stephen Jacobs, do.

Doct. Daniel H.Jewett, Montville.

Samuel W. Johnſon, Amor. Stratford.

John Johnſon, Durham.

Doct. Abner Johnſon, Waterbury.

Timothy Jones, Eſq.Alderman, New

Haven. . '

Iſi-ael Jones, Eſq. Barkhemsted.

Daniel Jones, Hanſord.

Richard L. Jonas, do.

Pixley Judſoa, Stratford.

Benajah Kent, Suffield.

Silas Kimberley, New-Haven.

Rev.Aaron Kinne, Groton, 3 copies

for Groton library.

_Rev. Walter King, Norwich.

Doct. Alexander King, Suffield.

Salmon Kin , Bolton.

Allen King ury, Andover,

John Kin ury, Attor. Waterbury.

Apollos Kinſley, Hartford,

Ephraim Kirby, Attomey, Litchfield.

Rev. Elijah Lathro , Hebron.

Jonathan Law, 'ford

Thaddeus Leavitt, Eſq. Suffield.

Joſeph Leffingwell, Stratford.

George Lewis, do.

Rev. lſitac Lewis,D. D. West-Green

wich.

Zechariah Lewis, Mr. Tutor, Y. Col.

Naboth Lewis, Middletown.

George Lewis, Chatham.

Eliſha Lewis, Hartford.

John Linſley, Branford.

Capt. Abner Loomis, Bolton.

David Loomis, do.

David Loomis, Wethersfield.

Hubbard Lutten, Lebanon.

Doct. David Lyman, Hebron.

David L man, Middletown.

Rev. Waiter Lyon, Pomfret.

William L on, jun. New-Haven.

Lewis Mal et, Eſq. Milſord.

Jonathan Maltby, A. M. Merchant,

Branſord.

GamaJielManning, Windham.

Rev-AChIl-les Mznsfield,Killingworth.

 

Richard Mansfield, Norfli-Ha'e';

David Manwaring,jun. Hartford

Rev. John Marſh, Wethersfield.

Ebenezer Grant Marſh, A. B. do

John Marſhall, Milford.

John Marſhall, Bolton.

Raphael Marſhall, Torringtona

Jerfiuiah Mdaz'on, Lebanon.

Wi iamMa er, Merchant,$ymib 'Oliver Mather, Eſq. Windſor. my

Doct. Samuel Mather Lyme.

Shadrach Mead, Greenwich.

Amos Mead, Eſq. do.

Abraham Mead, do.

Henry Mead, do.

Joſiah Meigs, Eſq. Proſeſſor oſ math

ematics and natural philoſophy,

Yale College, New-Haven.

Andrew Metcalſ, Lebanon.

Samuel Middlebrook, Mer. Norwzlk.

Rev. Jonathan Miller, Bristol.

Hezekiah Miller, Middletown.

John M*Clellan, Attor. Woodstock.

Iſaac Mills, Attorney, New-Haven.

Rev. Thomas Minor, Middletown.

Thomas Minor, A. B. do.

Rev. Justus Mitchell, Norwalk.

Samuel Mix, Eſq. North-Haven.

Doct. Eneas Monſon, do. Preſiden'

oſ the Connecticut medical ſociety.

Doct. Walter Monſon, New-Haven.

Elias Morgan, Hartford.

Solomon Mor an, Canterbury.

William Moſeffey,Attomey,Hartſord.

Jon. O. Moſeley, Eſq. East-Haddam.

Rev. Jonathan Murdock, Norwich.

Col. Matthias Nicoll, Stratford.

Mrs. Sarah Northey, Middletown.

Rev. Samuel Nott, Franklin.

Rev. John Noyes, Weston.

Rev. James Noyes, Wallingford.

Rev. Matthew Noyes, Bran ord.

Sliadrach Oſbom, Eſq. Southbury.

Nathaniel Otio, Montville.

Benjamin Page, Branſord.

Capt. Thomas Painter, New-Haven.

Samuel Palmer, Montville.

John Pariſh, Brooklyn.

Thaddeus Parker, Hebron.

Rev. Elijah Parſons, East-Haddam.

George Jaffrey Patten, Hartford.

Eliſha Paine, Attorney, Canterbury.

Ephraim Peck, Milford.

Jeſſe Peck, Berlin.

Rev. Nathan Perkins, Hartford,

Doct. Caleb Perkins, do. _

Doct. Eliſha Perkins, Plainfleld,_ A -
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John Thompſon Peters, Art. Hebron.

John Pettibone, Hartford.

Joſeph Pierpont, Eſq. North-Haven.

Giles Pierpont, do.

Eliada Pierpont, do.

James Pineo, Eſq. Lebanon.

Rev. Bezaleel Pineo, Milſord.

George Pitkin, Eſq. East-Hartford,

Clerk of the Superior Court.

Samuel Pitkin, 1 do.

Timoth Pitkin, Attor. Farmi'gton.

Capt. Charles Pond, Milſord.

Samuel Porter, 3d, Berlin.

Samuel Porter, zd, do.

James Potter, M. D. New-Fairfield,

Vice-Prelident of the Connecticut

M. S.

Nathan Preston, Eſq. VVoodbury.

Rev. Nehemiah Prudden, Enfield.

William Punderſon, Watertown.

Col. John Raymond, Montville.

David Ranney, Chatham.

Iſrael Reeves, Lyme.

James Richardſon, Hampton.

Roger Riley, Eſq. Berlin.

Thomas Rindge, Bolton.

Rev. chekiah Ripley, Fairfield.

Gamaliel Ripley, Windham.

Levi Rifley, East-Hartford.

A. Robbins, Granby.

Adrian W. Robinion, Liſhon.

Eber Robinſon, Somers.

Abner Robinſon, Windham.

Noadiah Rockwell, Middletown.

Noah Rockwell, East-Windſor.

Rev. Medad Rogers, New-Fairſield.

Capt. Thomas Rogers, Montville.

Capt. Ebenezer Rogers, do.

Honorable Jeſſe Root, Eſq. Coventry,

Judge of the Superior Court.

Ephraim Root, Attorney, Hanford.

ghn Root, Granby.

oct. Joſiah Root, Hamden.

Justus Roſe, Branſord.

Andrew Rowland, Fairfield.

William Rudd, Windham.

Jonathan Rudd, do.

Matthew T. Ruſſell, Att. Middletown.

Maj. Daniel Sackett, Milſord.

Pele Sanſord, Hartford. *

Eliacfa Sanford, North-Haven.

Jacob Sargeant, Hartford.

Reuben Scofield, Eſq. Stamſord,

Benjamin Scofield, do.

Ellphalet St. John, A. M. Norwalk.

Rev. Charle: Seame New-London.

 

Rev. David Selden, Chatham.

Capt. Charles Seymour, Hardord.

Moſes Seymour, Litchſield.

Daniel Shepard, jun. Chatham.

Ro er M. Sherrnan, Attor. Norwalk;

Ricffiard Skinner, jun. East-Hartfordz

Eldad Skinner, Bolton.

Normand Smith, Hattſord.

Aaron Smith, Attorncy, Litchfield.

John C. Smith, Attomey, Sharon.

E-lnathan Smith, Berlin.

Elnathan Smith, jun. Attomey, do.

Nathan Smith,Attorney,New-Haven.

Nehemiah Smith, Eſ . do.

Thomas Smith, No -Haven.

John Smith, do.

Constant Southworth, Eſq. Mans-field,

Jud e of Windham County Court.

Samne Southmaid, Watertown.

Elihu Spencer, for Salem Library.

Iſrael Spencer, Lyme. -

Nathaniel Spencer, New-Hartſord.

Jonathan Stanley, jun. Enst-Hartford.

Joſiah Starr, Eſq. New-Milſord.

Rev. Stephen W. Stebbins, Stratforda

Rev. Samuel Stebbnis, Symſhury.

Ruſhs Stebbins, Aſhſord.

Samuel Stebbins, Hartland.

David Stevens, Stamſord.

Iſaac Clark Stiles, North-Haven.

Timothy Stone, jun. Lebanon.

Joſhua Stowe, Middletown.

Rev. Nicholas Street, East-Haven.

Rev. Cyprian Strong, Chatham;

EFhraim Strong, Eſq. Milſord.

E ijah Stute, jun. Cornwall.

Wait Swiſt, Watertown;

Iſaac Tainter, Branſord.

Joſhua Talcott, Bolton.

Col. Benjamin Talma e, Litchfield;

David Tallman, Wo bury.

John Taylor, Coventry.

William Taylor, W. Symſbury.

Nathamel Terry, Attorney, Hartſord.

Henry Ter , Enfield.

Peter Thatc er, Lebanon.

John Thompſon, Stratford.v

Joſeph Thompſon, do.

James Thompſon, Milſord.

Samuel Thompſon, Hai'tford.

Daniel Tilden, Lebanon,

Thomas Tiſdall, Hartford.

Enos Todd, North-Haven.

Jabez H. Tomlinſon, Eſq. Stratford.

Uriah Tracy, Norwich.

Zebulon Tracy, Windham.

Cccc
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Trumbull, Attomey, Hartſord

Maph Tmmbull, Hebron.

a Tu lls, A. M. Union.Diurigl1Tullar, Milford.

[Tuttle, ankhempsted.

han Tuttlc, North-Haven. _

Lemuel Tylcr, Prcston, 3 cornes.

Benoni Upſon, Berlin.

, Aſa Upſon, Bristol.

>h Utley Haitſdrd.

Joſeph inn, East-Haddam.

James 'Wa 1ſworth, D'tirham

el Wadſworth, Hartfogd.

M. Wales, Attor. New-Haven.

7 W'altci , North-Haven.
ham XVnring, Stamfſierd.

on Waring, do.

. lchabod VVamer, Bolton.

n Warncr, Lyme.

miah VVaterman, Norwich.

W..trous, Colchestcr.

. VVatſun, March. East-Windſor.

Waiſon, do. -

Wadon, jun. do.

s Wadon.

iai Wecd, Stamſord.

;han VVecd, do.

am chd, do.

Weed,jun. do.

lcl Weller, Woodbury.

non Welles, Eſq. VVethersfield.

's A. VVelles, Hartford.

. James Welles, Berlin.

Welles, jun. Ellington.

el Welles jun.- Hartiord.

uen Welles, Stratſhrd.

Jonathan Welles, Eafi-Hartfdrd

Rev. Joel VVcst, Chatham.

Victorv Wetmore, Stratford.

Jonathan Whaley, Montvrlle,

Amos VVheeler, Eſq. Brookheld.

Ebenezer White, Chatham.

Joſiah White, _ do: _

Capt. Joſcph Whiung, Milford.

Nathan H. Whiting, Eſq. Harrford.

Elijah White, Merchant, Bolton.

Chaunc Whittelſey, New-Haven

Rev. Jo n Willard, Stafford.

Samuel Willard, do.

Rev. John Willard, Wallincglſord.

Jofiah Willard Wethersſicl

Rev. Eliphalet Williams, D. D.

Hartſord.

Rev.Nathan Williams,D.D.Tolland.

Ezekiel Williams, Wethersſield.

Jofiah VVilliarns, do.

John Williams, Attornev, do.

Ezra Williams, Hartford.

Joſeph Williams, Norwich.

Rev. Noah Williston, New-Haven.

Ezra Witter,A.M.Candi.Canter-burv

Frederick Wolcott, Awor. Litchfield.

Guy Wolcott, Terrington. [Havem

Thomas Goodſell Wolcott, North

Joſeph Woodbridge, Hartfizrd.

Ward VVoodbridge, do.

Nathaniel S. Woodbridge, Lymc.

Rev. Aaron Woodward, Norwalk

DudleY Wri ht, ad.Colcheſter.

William W lys, Hartford.

John Wyles, East-Hartſord.

East

 

Joſeph Wyles, Voluntown.

 

iel VVeflcs, jun. Glastcnbury. Thomas Young, Lebanon.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Joel Baker, Granville.

Moſes Baldwin, Palmcr.

Aaron J. Booge, Granville.

mas Brattle, Cambridge.

Jacob Catlin,New-Marlbormn h

Time-thy M. Coole , Gramvffle'

Deming, Sandcrsfie d. .

cl Dewcy; Wilhamstowh.

uthy Edwards, Eſq. Stockbridge. 7

Nathanicl Emmons ' 'ling: Fellows, Sheffielrcl-fmum

, _ nezer Pitch P'llhamJS Colle e, 'a corþeggent aſ

m Could, Wi liarh's Colle
EnoclI_Hale, Westhaſhl Be'

s Hamilton, Granville pron

Abiel Holmes, Cambrid

Thomas

Henry Howard, Pittsſield.

Cbl. Thomas Ives, Great-Barringwfl'

r copy, and r for the Library.

Jonathan Judd, jun. Southampton

Samuel' Lathrop, Attor. Springfield'

Rey._Edmund Mills, Sutton.

William Matthews, Westfield.

Davtd Noble, Williamstov'm.

Deodatus Noble, do.

Rev. Joſeph Ruſſell, Princewwn.

Thompſon Slzinner, Williamfiowfl

Ebenezer Smith, New-Marlborougli

Rev. deth Swiſt, do.

COL IOfeph Ward, Newtown.

Rev. Pa ſon vv' ' a\VilliamYWOrſh;Histon,Norſhmptofl

 

Holt, Hardwlgzr 3 to?

 

._ Loonin burngRev. Eli hal t. ton, I

V. 1;f 6 _ (Yleg Hollowen, Pid
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NEW-YORK.

John Franklin, Athens, county ofLu- Hon. Stephen Van Relſſelaer, Eſq.

zeme. do.Lieut. Governor, 2 copies.

Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, Freehold. Phili S. Van Renſſelaer, Eſq. do.

 

Cap: Lemuel Hotchkiſs, do. Char es R. & G. Webster, Printer'

Ro rt C. Johnſon, New-York. and Bookſellers, 6 copiesu,

George Merrills, do. FrancisB. Winthrop,Eſq.New-York.

Doct. Nathan Roſe, Freehold. William Winthro , Merchant, do.

Nehemiah Spencer, do. William W. Woo ey, do.

DlſCk Tenbroeck, Eſq.AlbanP', Spea- E. Watſon, do.

ker oſ the Houſe ofAſſemb .

PENNSYLVANIA.

Theophilua Cazenore, Philadelphia.

GEORGIA.

lame: Cantley, A. B. Phinchas Miller.

VERMONT.

Rev. Heman Ball, Rutland. Rev. Job. Swiſt, Bennington.

Nathan Bruſh, Bennington. Noah Smith, do.

Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, L. L. D.

Rutland.

E R R A T A.

THE distance of the author from the preſs has prevented his correcting any

part of the preceding history while it was printing. Several errors have been ob

ſerved which the readcr is deſired to correct.

Page 3, line 15 from the bottom, for A'galc read Argall. P. 14, 1. 11 from the

bottom, after longitude r. 74 degrees ro nunutcs. P. a5, l. 10 from the top, dele

the comma after lind: and read it after dya. P. 29,L Zl from the top, for 'own

read tm-nr. P. 45, marginal note, ſor Mrr. read Mr. before Ruggle'. P. 78, l. 8

dele and before ber-run. P. 99 and 03 for Delborougb read Dſſho'ougb. P. 147, for

Tongcbl read Tonrþo. P. 180, l. 8 tom the bottom, for owned read arm-wed. P. 204.

l. 23, for rbargr read cba'zcd. P. 243 and 244, for Wel-apang read erajmug. Path,

in the ſide note for Szpl. read Angrffl. P. 285, ſor 'ram-est read narily-wyſ. P. 343, l.

5 read q/ before yxm. P. 4ar, L to, from the bottom, for 'be'n read (be planttn. P

427, l- 9 for in read at before the ſcflion. P. 478, l. al for the, read 'be 'unboun

P. 518, l. 14. for But-m, read Burnt.
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