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Good Morning, My name is Lydia Tedone. | am the Chair of the Simsbury board of
Education and the President of the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education. I also
serve on the Capitol Region Education Council.

[ appreciate the opportunity to give you three recommendations and hope that we can
continue to work on the many more recommendations to truly make a strong effort to
close Connecticut’s achievement gap.

CABE believes that the Achievement Gap Task Force members should concentrate

in getting ALL children access to a quality early childhood experience. Three and four old
children that have attended pre-school, have the advantage when entering kindergarten,
ready to learn and substantially more engaged in their academic progress. Presently, early
childhood programs are structured in various ways, some combined with public and
private initiatives and we highly endorse and support these different approaches and
choices.

We pursue teachers and administrators who believe each and every student can reach
their full potential in a classroom. When teachers and administrators lack the necessary
skills, tools and support that are needed in achieving this goal, we feel the need to provide
an evaluation model that serves to support the needs of educators when properly
administered , therefore bettering the education of our students.

Aligning to three recommendations, CABE believes the task force members should in their
due diligence, dedicate technical assistance and the financial resources necessary to
accomplish the above mentioned recommendations. Classroom mentoring for struggling
teachers; professional development for all teachers and the re-creation of an improved
evaluation model with the appropriate training are three strategic examples of necessary
resources.

The early childhood effort will need more slots, classrooms, teachers and programming in
order to reach more of our youngest learners. By expanding early childhood education,
more children will have the opportunity to thrive in their later school years, especially
those who are less exposed to early reading in a qualified Pre-K setting. Proven studies
show the positive, lingering impacts, even years later. We look forward in assisting in



getting more of our CT young children to become those life, long learners.

On a personal note, to paraphrase Governor Malloy's recent statement: "We need to
nudge, push and incentivize school districts to offer pre-school to students." My district
offers an early childhood opportunity for our students through our Continuing Education
Department and as an Early Childhood Instructor for a non-profit organization, I have the
opportunity to experience and teach to these very young learners we speak about, some as
young as two years. As we race to close this gap, my charges race around me, for me every
moment is a teachable moment. As for them, their learning is with every new book,
puzzle, snack, song, painting; coupled with joys of laughter and tissues of tears.

We appreciate your attention to this issue.



