DEPARTMENT OF POLICE SERVICE

255 Fast Main Street

Waterbury, Connecticut 06702 James F. Nardozzi, PhD.
Deputy Chief of Police
James Egan
Deputy Chief of Police

Neil M. O'Leary
Chief of Pelice

October 30, 2007

Atty. Sandra Norman-Eady

Senate Bipartisan Committee Of Review
Legislative Office Building

Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1591

Re: SENATE RESOLUTION 200 — RESOLUTION APPOINTING A COMMITTEE OF REVIEW TO
MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO THE SENATE CONCERNING SENATOR LOUIS C. DELUCA

Dear Atty. Norman-Eady,

Pursuant to your request, enclosed please find the oath and affidavit of Chief Neil M. O’Leary sweating
{o the truthfulness of the representations made by him in his correspondence dated September 4, 2007.

Also enclosed please find a redacted copy of the investigation by this Department of an anonymous
letter alleging physical abuse of Casey Colella. This report was originally withheld due to our concerns
of public disclosure of an unfounded allegation. However, I have been assured by you that the report, as
well as this cover letter will not be subject to secondary disclosure. If I am incorrect in this
understanding, then these documents should not be disclosed by you.

Ve%aa‘ly YOWTS,

bosa, Legal Advisor

To Protect and To Serve



STATE OF CONNECTICUT )

) SS. WATERBURY October 24, 2007

COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN )

AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned affiant, Neil M. O’Leary, being first duly sworn under oath, hereby
deposes and says:

1.

4(4 A&

Eooga, Commissionetr of the Superior Court

I am over the age of eighteen, suffer no legal disabilities, understand the
obligation of an oath, and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth
below.

On or about August 29, 2007 I received a correspondence from the Senate
Bipartisan Committee of Review requesting that I provide information
regarding my relationship with Semator Louis DeLuca and also information
concerning Senator DeLuca’s granddaughter Casey Reilly.

In response to said request I authored a two page correspondence dated
September 4, 2007 which correspondence outlined my involvement with
Senator DeLuca and his family relative to his granddaughter Casey Reilly.

That the statements made by me in my letter of September 4, 2007 are true

and accurate representations of the interactions I had with Senator DeLuca
and his family regarding his granddaughter Casey Reilly.

Dated at Waterbury, Connecticut this 24 day of October, 2007

Neil M. O’Leary Q

e this the 24" day of October, 2007
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WATERBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT.
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Complalnt Num: 2007-6487

_ 42, NARRATIVE:
' IETAILS OF OFFENSE: Describe’ important information as to why or how the incident occurred; physrcai evidel
mclude serial numbers of propegy if avallal#e ‘vehicles used if any; any suspects etc.

wgi')n the momrng of 06]1 2/2007 | met with Police Chief Neil O'Leary in his office. Chief O'Leary informex
that his office had received an anonymous letter this- moming alleging that Mark Colella has been
phymcal{y abusing his wife; Casey Reilly Colella. Chief O'Leary provided me with the letter which, in
surmmaty, stated that Mark Colella has been physwaﬂy abusing his wife and tllg’t there are family. mem
rugs and that the Colel

'- and ne:ghbars who are.aware of this abuse. The letter also alleges Mark is on'd
children are in danger The letter was unsagned and the miterstated, I wish to remain anonymous." (

O'Leary instructed me fo. lmmedlately start-an mveatzgataon into these allegations of domestic violence.
ietter was submitted as evidence and a copy is attached to this report : :

m S %f‘ 77//}"/,«57 é/’z/
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DATE : 08/13/2007 CASE No.# : 2007-048785

HEPARTMENT
‘ | REPORT
fﬁ\f\lame of Complainant Phone No.
“=* Anohymous
Offense

Police Information

On June 12, 2007 | began an investigation into the anonymou
physically abuses his wife, Casey Reilly Colella i

s allegation that Mark Colella q
_ | The Colella's reside in Waterbury at
Detective George Tirado and | responded fo that location where we were met by Mark

an sey Colella. I advised the Colella's of the investigation and they both agreed to speak with us. The
Colelia's were interviewed separately by Detective Tirado and this writer.

Mark Colella stated that he and Casey have been together for approximately 2 1/2 years and they matrie
on February 14, 2005, 3 weeks after meeting. The Colella's have two children together,

year and {
ha surrently works-as-a-seil-employ no-driver-and-earwholesaler-t-advised- that————
allegations had been made against him that he physically abuses his wife and that he uses drugs. Mark
denied these allegations. He stated that no physical violence or threat of violence has ever occurred
between he and Casey and that these-allegations are false. Mark said that he and Casey argue like all
coupies, but that the arguments are always verbal and never violent. Mark also denied using drugs. Wl

Casey have lived at this address for about one

N K- e )

S = boiicves the source of these allegations ar
_lembers of Casey's family who are unhappy that the two are marricd. SRS R N,

Casey Colella stated to Detective Tirado and this writer that Mark has never physically assaulted her or
 threatened her in any manner. Casey said that she and Mark do argue, but that the arguments are always
~verbal and never violent or threatening. Casey also denied that Mark uses any form of illegal drugs. Case
also said that she has never asked anyone, such as friends or family, for assistance with her relationship
~withMark. During her imerview, Casey did not exhibil any signs of fear or concern. S . '

' ¥ Casey was advised about

various forms of assistance for victims of domestic violence, such as a restraining order and safe shefters

We also advised her fo the call the police immediately if she was a victim of domestic violence. Casey did
not display any signs to Detective Tirado and this writer that she was in fear of Mark. ' '

After being interviewed at their residence, both Mark and Casey-voluntarily responded to the Waterbury
‘Police Department later in the day on June 12, 2007 where they provided sworn, written statements =
regarding this investigation. In part, their statements said that no physical violence or threat of violence hg
Tnvestigating Officer(s): Lt. C Corbett 550 o

Reporting Officer Lt. C Corbett 550

ng?e'Filed:Le&  Officer __LF Q—- @A‘ fgs-g _
+iis Case Is: Other Supervisor C)«af‘ - ﬁ/ Ké/ ¥5/7 5’//5/ a7

_ 'Subsaibgd and Sworm o t;gforé me ‘Date
Page 1 of 5 ' '
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CASE No.# : 2007-048785

PARTMENT

DATE : 08/13/2007

WATERBUR)
SUPPLEME

“Name of Camplainant Phone No.
.-_Anonymous . CT}
Offense '
Police Information

ever occurred in their relationship. Casey also stated that she is aware of victim's rights and what to do i
she ever was the victim of domestic violence. The Colelia's were interviewed separately by Sergeant
Michael Stavin and their statements were notarized by this writer and witnessed by Lieutenant Lawrence
Smith. At no time during the interview did any of us observe Casey to display any signs of fear,
intimidation, or concem. -

While speaking with Mark and Casey Colella and being in their home, | did not observe any signs of
domestic violence. Neither person appeared injured and the residence appeared intact. Both children we
home and appeared healthy and in good condition.

__Detective Tirado Iso.interviewed the Colella’ QLS
indicate domestic violence issues in the home, We interviewed

GRS -~ G
immediately surround the Colella's home and all three stated that they have never seen or heard. anythin

unusual from We also went to mon two separate occasions, but
no one answered the door either time. Because the Colella's have only ived af this location for about one

year, we also responded to the area of where they lived durjng the first part of their o
is a four unit apartment complex. We spoke with of Unit #.‘i

5f Unit 78who both stated that they moved into coggplex recently, after the C lelia’s mov
is currently vacant and there was no answer at Unit #§f both times we checked. =

out. Unit #

hd

-Ipvéstigating Of'ﬁcé_r(,sf): Lt. C Corbett 550 -
Reporting Officer Lt. C Corbett 550

. ' ‘5_5@ ,
Case Filed : Yes ~ Officer _ 2+ Q é—sz:ﬂ‘ # .
¥..5 Case Is: Other _ Supervisor _ d@‘ ‘ﬁ/' W ¥57 j//j/d7
' Subscribed and Sworn to before me Date
Page2of5 S o o
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DATE : 08/13/2007 CASE No.# : 2007-048785

PARTMENT
REPORT
;ﬁmé\fame of Complainant Phone No.
‘" Anonymous
Offense

Police Information

| also checked records of the Waterbury Police Department to see if any complaints of domestic
disturbances had been made regarding the Colella's or if the Waterbury Police Department received any
disturbance complaints at either of the addresses that the couple have lived at during their marriage (Wil#

and P No disturbance complaints had been made about etther addre:
and the only domestic disturbance complaint involving Mark and Casey was a third party complaint of a
verbal dispute in the area of 1485 North Main Street on August 1, 2006 (See CN 06-64743). The complai

vas i d bo ark-and-Gasey-stated-that they-were havi Felispt bouttheprice
just purchased and the investigating officer found no signs of domestic violence: No
other incidents were found.

-t a oy

The anonymous letter also stated that Casey's paternal aunts, Mary Beth-Mecca and Sharon Reilly, were
aware of physical abuse in this relationship. Based on this information, | requested interviews with both
women and both agreed. ! interviewed: Sharon Reilly on June 14, 2007 in her home which is located at @
i'nm CT and | interviewed Mary Beth Mecca on June 15, 2007 at the Waterbt
blice Department. Boih women stated that they never observed any signs of domestic violence betweer
Casey and Mark and that Casey never told them that Mark abused her. The letter also mentioned Casey'
father, Garrett Reilly, and stated "He knows she is unhappy and afraid to leave." Mr. Reilly resides atdiili
n-v' CT and | contacted Mr. Reilly by telephone ((Eammmans on June 14, 2007. M
Reilly said that he sees Cassy on a regular basis when she vigits him at his home in Killingworth, but that
Mark never comes with her. Mr. Reilly said that he has never witnessed any physical abuse by Mark
toward Casey and she has never told him that Mark abuses her. Mr. Reilly did say that early onin his__
~daughter's marriage he did-observe some minor bruising on her neck/shoulder aréa. Mr. Reilly said that h
suspected that Mark may have caused the injury but that when he questionad Casey about how the injur
occurred, she responded that it was an accidental fall. Mr. Reilly estimated that this observation occurred
about one year ago and he stated that he has not seen any signs of injury on Casey since.

As part of the investigation | sent certified letters on June 19, 2007 o Casey's mother, Kathy DeLuca Hoy
and her maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Louis DeLuca, inquiring about any information that they ma
have about Casey being a victim of domestic violence. The letters advised them of the investigation and
asked that they please contact me with any information. | provided them with my address and telephone
number. On July 2, 2007 | received a letter from Atiomey Craig Raabe of Robinson & Cole. In his letter,
Investigating Officer(s): Lt. C Corbett 550 ‘ - ' '
Reporting Officer Lt, C Corbett 560 -

CaseFiled: Yos  oticer Zote (oo (o R T
Ca“é Case Is: Other o Supervisor éﬂz 9/ @/ 7;7 T3>

Subscribed and Swom to before me ' Date
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CASE No. : 2007-048785

DATE : 08/13/2007 |
| WATERBUR DEPARTMENT
SUPPLE REPORT
F’T"Name of Complainant Phone No.
\.._Anonymous L CTE
Offense

Police Information

Attorney Raabe said that his law firm represented Mr. Det.uca and that Mr. Del.uca was aware of abuse
Mark toward Casey and that Mr. DeLuca was able to obtain photographs which, according to the letter,
were taken in Spring 2005 and were of "injuries that Casey suffered from the abuse." Copies of the
pictures were included with the letter and Attomey Raabe wrote that I coutd contact him if I required
additional information. The letter did not provide any more specific information. Two color photographs
were included with the ltter which were close up shots of injuries, but no face was visible in either
photograph. One photograph appeared to be an abrasion on an elbow and the second photograph
appeared to be bruising, but it was unclear on what area of the body.
On July 3, 2007 | received a written résponse from Casey's mother, Kathleen Hoyt. The letter stated that
she was aware that her fathers atfomey had.contaciec me-and-provided photog >of G s iniurdes.
~ Mrs. Hoyt further stated that she has observed bruises on Casey which she told her mother to be caused
by domestic violence. The letter, however, did not provide any more specific information about the physic
abuse and | received no further correspondences from Mrs. Hoyt. Iri my interview with Casey she stated
- that her mother visits her home on a "weekly" basis. Based on the information that Mrs. Hoyt visits her
daughter's home regularly and the information in Mrs. Hoyt's letter that she has observed injuries on Cast
that she was toid resulted from physical abuse, I conducted a records check to see if Mrs. Hoyt has ever
eported this abuse to the police. Other than the information contained in the July 2007 letter responding

y request, Mrs. Hoyt has never called the Waterbury Police reporting her daughter to be a victim of

domestic violence.

On July 5, 2007 | sent.a response letter via certified matl to Attoney Raabe informing him that I had
_received his letter and the attached photographs. | also requested additional information to verify the
authenticity of the photographs because Mr. Deluca had publicly stated fo various media sources that he
had destroyed the photographs at Casey request. | also requested any additional information about the
~photographssuct 1T the taken, what body parts are sfiown, and any other information Mr.
DeLuca may have about the alleged physical abuse of Casey. On-July 30, 2007 I received a-written
response from Attorney Raabe which stated that the photographs were taken in 2005 and that they depic
injuries to Casey's arm. The letter furthier stated that the photographs were authentic and that Mr. Del.ucz
stated to the media that Casey requested that he destroy the photographs, but that he (Attorney Raabe)
"did not believe that Mr. DeLuca said that he had done so." The letter did not contain any additienal
information regarding the allegations and 1 have not received any further correspondences from Attorney

Raabe.

“Investigating Officer(s): Lt. C Corbett 550

Reporting Officer Lt. C Corbett 550 - o #
Case Filed : Yes B Officer /.~ 62. (_.2 _C.%
Lot V. [on 2 P57 SU3/67

Gfs Case Is: Other Supervisor _¢ —~. 7 7 f )
- - " Subscribed and Sworn to before me Date
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CASE No.# : 2007-048785

DATE : 08/13/2007 _
WATERBURY: DEPARTMENT
SUPPLEN REPORT
' *Name of Complainant Phone No.
¢ Anonymous .CT
Offense

Police Information

On July 6, 2007 | was contacted by Attorney Jeffrey Kestenband of 170 Grandview Avenue, telephone
number 203-755-0018. Attorney Kestenband informied me that he represented Casey Reilly Colella and
requested that any future contacts with Casey be made through his office. On July 31, 2007 | contacted
Attomey Kestenband and requested that | interview Casey Reilly Colella. | informed him that the purpost
of the interview would be to discuss with Casey information that | developed during the investigation afte
miy initial interview with her, such as questions about the photographs, her father's observations of injurie
in 2005, and her mother's statement in her letter that Casey was the victim of physical abuse. Attomey

~ Kestenband said-that he would discuss my request with Casey and that he wouid be contacting me in th

" near future with a response. | next spoke with Attomey Kestenband on August 6, 2007 and he informed |
that Casey, under his advisement, would not be interviewed by this writer.

“All of the above mentioned writien correspondences and other noted items have been submitted as
evidence and copies are included with this report. : -

This investigation has not developed any specific.information indicating domestic violence occurring

_between Mark Colelia and Casey Reilly Colella. No witnesses, including neighbors and relatives; have
‘been identified that could provide any first hand knowledge that Mark Colelia physically abused his wife.

_Both Mark and Casey-Reilly Colella adamantly denied that any violence has ever oceurred in their

Slationship and both gave sworn, written statements attesting to that. During this investigation, no officel

ncluding this writer, observed any signs of domestic violence between this couple. Based on the above
mentioned factors this writer has determined that there is insufficient evidence to substantiate the
-anonymous allegation that Mark Colelfa physically abuses his wife. This case.is clesed unless fuither
information is developed: Gasey Reilly Colella was provided with victims' rights information including how
to. obtain a court order or safé shelter and she was urged to call the police immediately if she is ever the
victim-of physical abuse. Also, those individuals contacted during this investigation, including family

—members of Casey-Reilly Colefla, were also-advised to immediately contact the Waterbury Police
Department and report any incident of domestic violence.

_ lhveéﬁgéfing. Officer(s): Lt C Corbett 5'5_"0'

Reporting Officer Lt. C Corbett 550 . | .
| Officer ___ £~ __’/_) : c A A

Case Filed : Yes
; ' : ' i g f
Qs Case Is: Other Supervisor Cd—gf ¥ (P fus7 %J/é P
: _ Subscribed and Swom to before me ~ Date
.Pa.g,ems 0f75 . - - PRI [ — .. - - . - . . .
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Forgive me but I wish to remain anonymous.
Casey Colella was abused by her husbhand and left him early on in

the marriage to go and live with her mother. She had physical
bruises. Caseys parents have been talking about the physical
abuse since she got married. Casey’s Aunts (Reilly & Mecca)
were aware of the physical abuse and that is why they went to
cops in 2005. They are worried sick about Casey. What made
Casey turn her back on her close family. What was she

‘hiding?........her bruises. Mark tried to turn Casey from her family.

Their babiés are in danger. It is just a matter of time and Casey
will be beaten to a pulp by Mark Colella. This is not his first ‘

marriage.

Where are Casey’s parents now? -
Garrett Reilly lives in He knows she is unhappy and

afraid to leave. Casey is gu‘lllbie and believes that her husband

'will get help. He is on drugs and does not even work.
It is just a matter of time. Why won’t Casey’s parents say

anything now? Mark will beat Casey.....u..

Kathy Deluca Hoyt lives in V. Everyone knows that

‘Casey was indeed abused. No one is speaking because Mark

Colella will attack Casey. Casey is afraid to open her mouth. She

~will be beaten if she does.

The neig.hbors,are afraid of Mark Colella and they will not report
the screaming and crying in the home. Didn’t you hear what

Mark the jerk said on TV. If anyone goes to hl§fhmlse and e
fhreatens him, they will not leave there alwe....a.... - L

Wake up: and smell the roses.......Mark Colella is a v:olent har
with a cnmmal history and or cnmmal abuse on ‘women. Y
BUT no one will talk for fear of their lives. He had no. busmess R

. tricking Casey mto marriage after 3 weeks.

casey was a fat child and did not date much. She is not the
smartest person and is vuinerable.




There are plenty of w:tnesses who saw the bruises. They have
been threatened to keep shut so that Casey does not get beaten
again. :




‘Waterbury Police Department
Waterbury, Connecticut
Standard Form Number P-06
Revised 09/06

% - ~ Waterbu

C 1, the underS!gned Mark Colella_ of 1

40 years of age, bom on lo hereby. make the following statement to
Michaei Slawn having first been ;dentlﬁed as_a Waterburv Police’ Serqeant

My name is Mark Colella 1 am 40 years old and have come to the Waterbury Poljce Department
on my own freswill {o talk to the detectives. | graduated from ijjjigh School in bnd | could
read and write English without any problems. Sergeant Slavin has advised me of my rights, | krniow

my nghts and { am giwng them up and want to cooperate with the police. No threats or promises
fo. ‘itestatemantandiknomtcemebefusem;peeu#atmater——

ttme :
I came here today because some people are making stories up that [ am involved i in domestic

vnolence w:th my w;fe her name is Casey Colefla. Casey and me got man'ied oh

| We live at

he police asked me to come in

today to talk about ese allegations being made against me. Me and Casey argue sometimes but it

@'no more than any other married couple argues. Our arguments have always remained just words

d at no time did I ever hit Casey or any of my kids for that matter. There was nevera time that |
laid a hand on Casey, not even pushing her. | never even thréatened to hit Casey. 1 just think people

‘are saying that | beat Casey because they think that | am no good with Casey. | have read this
statement and | swear it is the truth. y} ~

The facts herein contamed are true ahd correet, and knowing that any false.statement is subject to
prosecution under the penalties of Connecticut State Statute 53a-1 57b L have gwen the above

statement of my own free will thhout threat or promise.
| Slgnedﬂd'/w @\W/

[ statemerit

( Signature of Person giving volu
Witness: /4‘ Supervisor 47‘ - , éa;‘ é ard
Subscribed and Sworn to before me

Page 1 of 1
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Waterbury Pelice Department

Watexrbury, Connecticut

Standard Form Number P-06
ﬁs% Revised 09/06

it Waterbu partment -

Start Date; 06/12/2007 Time: 06:21 PM  CASE No.# : 2007-048785

PLACE STATEMENT TAKEN: 255 East Main Street Waterbury, CT
1, the undersigned, Casey _Reilly of B Waterbury, CT, Tel.# R, being

26 years of age, bomn in Waterbury, Ct on do hereby make the following statement to
Michael Slavin, having first been identified as _a Waterbury Police Sergeant.

E»My name is Casey Reilly and |1 am 26 years old. | have come to the Waterbury Police Department
today to talk to the detectives about some allegations being made ‘against my husband. |graduated
- from -ngh School in - I could read and write English without any problems.
Sergeant Slavin has told me my rights and | understand those rights. T want o give up those rights
WMMMMMMWWW&%W&W
into giving this statement or threatened me in anyway: | have not legally changed my name to Colella
yet but most of the time | refer to myself as Casey Colella. My paychecks say Casey Collella. but my
Social Security card is still Reilly.
I came here today o talk to the detectives about people making allegations that my husband, Mark

Colella, beats me.. Me and Mark have begp married over two years now and have two kids to ether
house which is at d We

they are We live at-
gso live with We moved to this house about six or eight months ago to
ve money. We want to eventually buy our own house. While we are atH house we
have been fixing it up for him. We do have our arguments from time to time but those argumients
have always stayed just verbal. There has never been a time when Mark hit me, pushed me or even
threatened to hit me. If Mark ever hit me or let alone push me | would call the police because 1 would
never put up with that kind of treatment towards me or my kids. i think people are saying that Mark is
abusive fowards me because we got married after three weeks of dating and we didn't tell anyone
that we got married. Everyone found out about a week later that we got married, they weren't happy
abeu%ﬂaa%—&ergean#Siavwhas{o!ﬂhamhouwlwwmmhyﬁmmW
mental abuse to call the police right away. Sergeant Slavin has also told me about Victim's Service's
and he gave me a card with contact numbers for Victim's Services. ‘| was also told about Restraining
and Protective orders and how to go about applying for those orders. | was even told about Safe
Haven but I already know about that because i use to work for Safe Haven. | have read this
statement and | swear it is the truth. -

rhe facts herein contained are true and correct, and knowing that any false statement is subject to
wosecution under the penalties of Connecticut State Statute 53a-157b, | have given the above
tatement of my own free will without threat or promise.

~ | Signed / Lot 4 | /Qt,(_&c/l
Signature g n giving v;nimyjtatmnem
Iltness P Z———%ﬁ% Supervisor | L é/ 2—/ 7

oy 472 : ___ Subscribed and Swom o before me

nishied Dater 06122007 Time: 06748 PM™
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