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PUBLIC HEARING TESTIMOI\Y OF LEROY GARDNER

My :rame is Ler'oy Garclner. L live in Norwich, CT, the location of a recent "suicide-by-

Cop" Incitlent. I'r,e written testimony to these sorts of panels many times in the past, but
r"rnfbltrrnately, l've never been able to follow it up with any oral presentation, Perhaps

that worl<ed in my far"or, as I did rtot always lcnow how to deal with the dilemnra of
having onlyt.bree minutes to try and squeeze inover 30 years worth of mental health care

adlrinisteretl to ruc by tlie State of Conlrecticut. Tiris began with a brief stay in a
Children'.s' Mental Healtlr Facility that,occrlrred dunng a very dark period in my
chilclhood when I \.,a$ a sexual abuse victim. This played a part. more than likely, in my
contirrrrecl, ancl currently ongoing involvement with this "Giant Macltine" that is the

State Mental Heaith Systeit, and alterrratively it's' contributed to my years and years in
the State Prtson System.

Horvever, of late, even lifelong, law-abiding citizens (not just nre) feel these penal

insritLrtions havc trasica.lly heconre de facto mental lrealth facilities, which l personally

feel is dr-re te tlre jneflectiveness on the part of the State Mental Health System to
properlyidentily,carly-orl,ar:dthentreatvariousmentalhealthproblelns. Therefbreitis
somc.what l:tting rhal ars we collv€ne today, this Bipartisan I ask Force on Gun
Viotence Prevention & Chitclren's Safety Mental Heatth Servites Working Group
Informational Forrlm, that nrany cornpor:errts of this forun:l trarrscend or: many J.evel,

ironically, rtttcir of niy o'\ 4l personal history.

Nor.r,, with tlr:rt said, i ask: /)oes my unique personal experience malce me tzn "Expert'' on

this subiectr ", as sav. lor example, a mentor of nrine, Dr. Robert David$gn. Executive
-,1

Director of thc EzrsLerrr Rg@ or can i presumc Lo posses the satue

Ievel of lcnow.leclge of a Policy Makcr perhaps somewhat more related, like Mike
I,B)vlor. Undersecretjr,r), of the Offltce of Policy*4nd Management w'lrose gone oll recotd
many times, specilicallv expressing the same viewpoints I have, that there is a direct
corr.elatiorr between the ineffective mer:tal health system in bolstering the
Lrrlllccessal'y(inef:fecrive) or.'er:crowding of the prison system. So therefore, fiIy answer is

N0, docrrmentecl "Expertise", is not required to make an impacl in presenting tes[imony

befure t[ii; or sitni]ar^pancls, &ul, howcver, I think tlrosc scated orr these panels need to

le6d whalever accluired expertise they have, and apply it to acknowleclging the sincere,

passionate. and insightful remarhs presented here today

Nlost significanrly, ',vhere this flaweri mentalhealth system is a serious pLrblic sal'etv

ihreat, is u,irerr rtarginzrlly, rnentally-challenged individuals spend even ju$t small

an1oLrrts uf tilre iljcarcerated, whereupon, theis alrcady distorted and ill-formed precepts

tSerr have tirne to incubate and nrorph, This leads to an additional seriotrs coilateral effect

i1 that lou.llaving been tabeled artd identified as "Offendets"; more suitable attention is

the;r not gir,en to these persons as "Clients" in need of rigorous menral h.ealth counseling.

Sgbsequerrtly. we end up rvith somewhat rclated tragic incidents lil<e Sandy Hook, but

also, ai well. those r',ror" p.rsonally resonatiug for me, such as I mentioned earlier, with

rJrjs troLrblccl yoLrng r'rrap(a persuna) acquaintancc of tnine) from my snrall hometowu of

Norwich, CT' rranrecl JasonlRazzino: 'lason gave up in fiustraticn at the prospect of



gIt2812aI3 23:83 8588898585

having to navigate thc convolr.rted, overtaxed; inadequate comrnunity mental health
systern, so instead he summotted police to his home'ivhere he shot arr officer four tirnes
and then eventr.ralty tu:ned t)re gr-rn on himself.
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Leroy Cardner
Norwioh, CT


