02/11/2013
To: Bipartisan Task Force on Gun Violence and State Representatives and Senators

First, | believeit's clear that our politicians have come to all the wrong conclusions. Why
would we rush to ban guns, when almost all of our mass murders and most of our violent
crimes occur in places with the strictest gun control? Why rush to create more "Gun Free
Zones' when the Sandy Hook tragedy occurred in a"Gun Free Zone?' This response
makes absolutely no sense.

The worst violent crime and murder rates in America occur in places with the strictest
gun control aready in place - Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland, and Washington D.C. Strict
gun control clearly does not work. It only disarms the honest, law-abiding citizens, who
are left helpless and defenseless. Criminals never have a problem acquiring guns.
Therefore gun laws are not only useless, they are dangerous.

But don't just look at big citiesin America. Let's ook across the Atlantic Ocean for the
best example. Our friend and ally England has a complete ban on guns. No UK citizen
can carry agun. Period. Not aone. Result? The UK violent crimerateis 3 1/3 times
higher than America. The FBI reports 386 violent crimes per 100,000 in the USA. The
UK Home Office reports 1,361 violent crimes per 100,000 in England. Gun control may
be afailure, but the UK experience proves that outright gun bans are an unmitigated
disaster.

Rahm Emanuel put it differently, "Never let acrisis go to waste." Our leftist big
government politicians are trying to turn aterrible tragedy into agun crisis. Their
solution isto try to demonize and ban guns. But the Newtown tragedy wasn't agun
problem, it was a mental illness problem.

A recent Rasmussen poll shows that while 27% think stricter gun control laws are the
solution, a dominant 48% believe the answer is more action to treat mental health issues.
It is obvious that many Americans agree that guns do much more than kill (in the wrong
hands). More often than not, they save lives and prevent violence.

Here are afew proven facts that are too often missing from the gun debate (Thanks to
Gun Owners of Americaand ZeroHedge.com for these statistics):

Based on a 2000 study, Americans use guns to defend themselves from crime and
violence 989,883 times annually. Banning guns would leave about 1,000,000 Americans
defenseless from criminals who have no problem acquiring gunsillegally.

A nationwide survey reported over afive-year period 3.5% of households had a member
who used a gun to protect themselves, their family, or their property. This also adds up to
about the same 1,000,000 incidents annually.

Each year about 200,000 women use a gun to defend themselves from a sexual crime or
abuse.

The Carter Justice Department found that of more than 32,000 attempted rapes, 32%
were actually committed. But when awoman was armed with a gun or knife, only 3% of
the attempted rapes were actually successful.

Newer studies all point towards afigure of 2.5 million- that's the new expert guesstimate
of how many times Americans defend themselves from violent criminals each year. Guns
save lives.

69% of felons knew other fellow criminals who had been scared off or captured by an
armed victim.



57% of felons polled agreed that "criminals are more worried about meeting an armed
victim than they are about running into the police."

These facts (and many more too voluminous to show here) prove that guns- in the right
hands- defend citizens, families and children.

Over six million Jews were enslaved, starved, tortured, and then slaughtered by Adolph
Hitler. Before it could happen, in 1938, Hitler banned gun ownership for Jews.
Thereality isthat throughout history, the first thing all tyrants do, is disarm the citizens.
Then the mass killings begin.

In the end we all have to remember our second amendment was not put in place to protect
us from criminals and random crime. It was put in place to protect us from our own
government.

Thomas Jefferson put it best: "When governments fear the people, thereis liberty. When
the people fear the government, there is tyranny.”
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Michadl Faucher
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