
By definition, a republic is a representative form of government that is ruled according 
to a charter, or constitution, and a democracy is a government that is ruled according 
to the will of the majority. Although these forms of government are often confused, 
they are quite different. The main difference between a republic and a democracy is 
the charter or constitution that limits power in a republic, often to protect the 
individual's rights against the desires of the majority.  
 
If your confused about what we have here in America,... its a Republic. " I pledge 
allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the R E P U B L I C for 
which it stands. 
 
Anytime government decides it is necessary or desirable to test the boundaries of a 
constitutional right that it should only be done with caution and with great respect for 
those constitutional boundaries. Further, it should only be done if the benefit to be 
gained is so great and certain that it far outweighs the damage done by the 
constriction of individual liberty. While many of the provisions of the new laws have 
surface appeal, it is far from certain that all, or even many, of them will have any 
significant effect in reducing gun violence, which is the presumed goal of all of us.  
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