To the Members of the Committee,
I strongly support a ban on assault weapons and high capacity magazines in Connecticut and
nationally. Access to these weapons and forms of ammunition annually results in unnecessary
deaths and – apparently – inspires and facilitates further acts of violence. The lives lost are not
recoverable. The harm inflicted is not justifiable.
The collective events of gun violence: Columbine, Virginia Tech, Aurora, Sandy Hook – to name
just a few – shock and horrify us. We should be shocked and horrified by these events. And by
the countless incidents of individual gun violence that daily claim or otherwise destroy lives.
But, as the steady stream of incidents show, it is not enough to be shocked and horrified. It is
not enough to mourn and lament. We must step up and take action now to limit and prevent
further acts of gun violence.
There are no perfect solutions. Banning assault weapons and high capacity magazines is a
start. Assault weapons facilitate criminal acts of violence. These are not ‘recreational’ guns
unless the ‘recreation’ is killing or maiming multiple victims at a clip. We cannot and should not
tolerate continued access to these weapons.
Our constitutional rights are not without limitation. It is time that the balance tipped in favor of
our rights to live unmolested by the threat (and reality) of gun violence in our homes, in our
streets, in our neighborhoods, in our schools, in our restaurants, in our movie theaters, in our
shopping centers…
In the wake of a shooting there is the ultimate return to rhetoric. The immediacy, the pain, the
blood and gristle and trauma of the event are subsumed by old, hoary arguments pro and con
over guns and gun control. Do not let that happen here. Do not let words and arguments and
partisan interests block out the horror of the slaughter on December 14, 2012 and days like it.
Jason George
West Hartford, CT

