G. WARFIELD HOBBS IV
181 MARIOMI ROAD
NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT 06840
Tel: (203) 972-1130 Fax: (203) 972-6899 E-mail: skip.hobbs@gmail.com

January 25, 2013
Gun Violence Prevention Working Group
Connecticut Legislature
Hartford
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the Connecticut State Legislature;
I am writing to urge you to address the gun violence issue by drafting and passing laws which
will: a) ban the sale of semi-automatic assault weapons to private citizens in Connecticut; b) ban the sale
of large capacity clips (more than 10 rounds); c), institute a system for comprehensive background checks
for purchasers of all firearms, hand guns and rifles, with no exceptions for gun shows; and d), require
registration and a permit for current owners of semi-automatic weapons. The local/state firearm regulator
should be able to access the national crime computer database to check all gun purchase applicants, just as
any police department can currently access the database from his or her patrol car when making a simple
traffic stop. As the form attached to this letter indicates, Connecticut already has strict requirements for
firearm licensing. These same restrictions should be applied to firearm purchases. Additionally, the State
must appropriate the funds necessary to effectively enforce the law. Finally, Connecticut should support
establishment by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms of a national database for tracking
firearm sales from manufacturer to point of retail sale, to prevent illegal gun sales, and to be able to
quickly track weapons used in a crime.
I am a hunter and owner of firearms, hold a Connecticut permit to carry a concealed handgun, and
believe in the Second Amendment. Nevertheless, I wholeheartedly support stronger gun control to reduce
violent crime. The Second Amendment does not allow unlimited access to any type of weapon. When the
Constitution and Bill of Rights were drafted, we carried single shot muskets! Stricter gun control to
prevent those with criminal records or mental illness is not a “gun grab”, or abrogation of the Second
Amendment, as those who oppose stricter gun control mistakenly allege. Recent polls conclusively
indicate that a majority of law abiding citizens and firearm owners support the measures proposed.
If the public were to be shown the coroner’s photos of the mutilated bodies of the young children
who had been shot multiple times by the Newtown, Connecticut gunman, there would be no credible
opposition to stricter gun regulation. It is society’s moral obligation to protect its citizens, especially
those who are most vulnerable – our young children and innocent bystanders in a mall, theater, or other
public place. Another Newtown or Aurora must not be allowed to happen because we have gone back to
“business as usual”, or allow an organization like the NRA, which represents a tiny fraction of
Americans, to block sensible gun control legislation.
Yours sincerely,

G. Warfield “Skip” Hobbs
New Canaan, Connecticut

