Fellow Citizens

Harvesting the Teeth of the Dragon
Nothing is true. Everything is permitted.
Saying attributed to the Old Man of the Mountain, leader of the assassins, the Hashishin
The events in Manchester Ct. at Hartford Distributors on August 3 rd and what happened on
September 11th in New York are bound together by a history of violence. The history in
question is the past history of this nation, my nation, America. Born out of Revolutionary war
and having waged the longest guerrilla war against the native indigenous people, 300+ years,
we were born out of violence. As a young male during the 50’s and 60’s, Viet Nam was where I
was going. I was raised inside the war machine as a military dependent(Army brat)for 14 yrs
and on my 18th birthday in 1969 enlisted and volunteered for Viet Nam. I was born and bred
for war, fed a daily diet of war programs disguised as high school sports. Filled with pride in our
always victorious results we were suckled at the teats of wolves on the milk of violence.
This early psychological conditioning has been augmented by the use of even more intrusive
and ubiquitous technology, the Internet, cell phones, i-pods and Black Berry’s. War games and
interactive video have taught the bravery of being out of range and fed the vicarious hunger of
voyeur killers. Americans have been conditioned to respond to any threat, real or perceived
with violence.
There is a correlation between the rise in violent actions within society and the return to
society of millions of veterans bringing their wars home with them. Civil society is pressured
when our leaders respond with military actions by stoking fear and paranoia. Fear and
suspicion is visible in every workplace, security officers are now the fastest growing career and
the Office of Homeland Security by its very title reflects that paranoia. Do not think that our
children do not see how we respond. They watch us and emulate us.
The Teeth of the Dragon is a reference to mythology. The Greek Jason of Argonaut and
Golden Fleece fame, was tested by the King of Colchis. He was given the ensorcelled teeth of a
dragon to plant on a field of battle. From the bloody soil sprang full grown warriors that he
must then destroy. The test required violent response to violence conceived. This is the neverending forever war that leaders of our nation nurture. It is replicated in society at large. One of
my brothers-in –arms from Viet Nam says it succinctly, “ What you do, you become.”
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