TESTIMONY TO THE CT GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION WORKING GROUP

Respectively submitted.

The proposed gun control measures are draconian, and will only hurt lawful gun owners Turning lawful
owners into criminals by banning their legally purchased weapons and magazines is inane. Limiting
amounts of ammunitions and outrageous taxes on firearms and ammunition, are going to do nothing to
stop criminals from perpetrating crimes against citizens of the state of Connecticut.

In light of the tragedy in Newtown, people want to do something...but here is where rational controls
should lead the day.

| would agree with background checks on all firearms transactions...private as well as stores and gun
shows.

If public opinion wants to ban the further sale of certain types of weapons and magazines, that’s
fine...just allow people who lawfully possess these items to continue to possess them.

Requiring lawful gun owners to secure their firearms from access to children and mentally ill individuals
is a rational thing to consider.

Instead of spending the money on all this banning and registration...spend it on more police officers,
education and metal health screening.

Today’s FBI crime statistics have shown that LESS gun controls result in LESS crime. Where only
criminals have access to firearms, then they will rule the roost, and make law enforcement’s job much
worse, and much more dangerous.

The panel should respectfully work in conjunction with law enforcement, gun owners and individuals
who choose NOT to own firearms together to come up with sensible laws that will actually protect the
public safety in our schools, towns and cities.

Ramming irrational new laws down citizens of this great state, will result in nothing but lawsuits that
make the lawyers rich, the state poorer, and sportsman will suffer. An unfortunately, mentally ill
people will still try to perpetrate horrible acts, if not with an “assault rifle” then with a bow and arrow,
machete, or a pile of stones.

Chris Festa

Norwalk, CT



