
Puerto Rico Birth Certificate Law 
Public Information Campaign
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It’s always been about helping, protecting, and being 
there.  Like a Good Neighbor State Farm is there. 

Visit www.statefarm.com

Sponsored by:

In partnership with: 
ASPIRA of CT, CT Hispanic Bar Association, & 

Institute of Puerto Rican & Latino Studies at UConn
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The LPRAC is a nonpartisan policy agency within the 
Legislative branch of government created in 1994 by an 
act of the Connecticut Legislature (i.e., P.A. 94-152, 
amended by P.A. 03-229 and reformed by P.A. 09- 
07). Under Public Act 09-07, the LPRAC consists of 21 
appointed volunteers that are mandated to advice the 
General Assembly and the Governor on policies that foster 
progress in the Latino communities residing in 
Connecticut. 
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1. The commission focus its efforts on areas of health, safety, 
educational success, self-sufficiency, and discrimination;

2. Makes recommendations to the General Assembly & the 
Governor for new or enhanced policies, programs and services 
that foster progress in achieving the desired results described 
above;

3. Reviews, comments and monitors the impact of state legislation 
on the Latino community;

4. Reviews state programs that affect the Latino community and 
makes recommendations for improvement; 

5. Maintains current information regarding the Latino community;

6. The commission also acts as a liaison between our population 
and government agencies; &

7. Conducts educational/outreach activities intended to raise 
awareness of critical issues for the Latino population of the state.
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Source: United States Hispanic Leadership Institute, 2008 Almanac of Latino Politics

Based on data from the 2008 American Community 
Survey (U.S. Census Bureau) there were 82,319 
residents of CT who were born in Puerto Rico.
Source: 2008 American Community Survey table CO5002 via Orlando Rodriguez, M.A. – CT Voices of Children
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1. Last year, Puerto Rico enacted a new law to 
address the unlawful use of Puerto Rico-issued 
birth certificates;

2. New, security-enhanced certificates will be 
issued July 1, 2010; until that date, all current 
Puerto Rico birth Certificates will remain valid;

3. On-line applications for the new certificates are 
being accepted at www.pr.gov; the new 
certificates will be issued starting July 1, 2010; 

4. Those who are Puerto Rican-born living in the 
states can also apply for the new certificates by 
mail starting July 1, 2010.

http://www.pr.gov/


Instructions on how to apply by mail can be found at:

www.prfaa.com/birthcertificates

and

www.prfaa.com/certificadosdenacimiento
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http://www.prfaa.com/birthcertificates
http://www.prfaa.com/certificadosdenacimiento


Applicants residing outside of Puerto Rico may mail 
the completed application to the following address:

Research, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and OutreachResearch, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and Outreach

Puerto Rico Vital Statistics Record’s Office @ P.O. Box 11854 San Juan, PR 00910

Include a photocopy of a valid government issued photo identification

Include a $5.00 Money Order payable to the Secretary of the Treasury of Puerto Rico

Include a self-addressed envelope with paid postage.
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5. The government of Puerto Rico 
underscored that only those who need a 
birth certificate for a transaction or official 
purpose need to apply right away.  Those 
who want to obtain a copy for their 
records can do so at a later date to avoid 
unnecessary rush of applications; 

6. The fee is $5, but will be waived for 
people over 60 and veterans; 

7. New on-line process will allow people to 
complete application in both English & 
Spanish, upload necessary identification 
documents; and pay for the new 
certificate via Master Card or Visa; 
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8. Applicants will receive a receipt of 
payment and information on how to check 
the status of their order; 

9. The on-line orders will be processed as 
they are received, and the new 
certificates will be shipped starting July 1, 
2010; 

10.The new birth certificates will be issued 
through the PR Health Department’s Vital 
Statistics office; & 

11.Mail applications will be accepted starting 
July 1, 2010.
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1. Paid media campaign that includes TV, 
radio, and print for a month to have 
meaningful impact; 

2. Grass roots public relations campaign to 
communicate this important issue 
targeted at the Spanish-language media 
as well as English Language media; &

3. Reaching out to municipalities, libraries, 
schools, churches, hospitals, and the non- 
profit community within ten cities.
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We have already contacted the Governor’s       
Office in regards to a unified state response; 

We already contacted 211 & confirmed 
information is already available; 

We shall continue contacting Hispanic 
Non-Profit Agencies within ten cities via e-
mail & phone;

Prepare a mailer to the LPRAC database 
and send e-mails to social networks such as 
Facebook or Twitter; &

Attend community outreach events & 
community speaking engagements;
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State Farm one of our sponsors for this public 
information campaign is committed to making 
the following offices a contact point for 
assistance:  

Mo Kader – 130 Scott Rd Ste 2, Waterbury

Mark Shumilla – 551 Wolcott St Ste 2, Waterbury

Hilda Porrata-Doria – 966 State St, New Haven

Ed Draney – 1001 Farmington Ave, West Hartford

Colleen Tighe – 4750 Main St, Bridgeport
Anthony Lanza – 225 Hawley Lane, Suite 2, Stratford



Research, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and OutreachResearch, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and Outreach

State Farm one of our sponsors for this public 
information campaign is committed to making 
the following offices a contact point for 
assistance:  

Brennan Purdy – 21 Greenwood Ave, Bethel

John Pedraza – 2074 Park Street, Suite 304, Hartford

Fred O’Brien – 663 Farmington Ave., Bristol

Mario Russo – 1123 New Britain Avenue, West Hartford

Elsie Encarnacion – 505 Campbell Avenue, West Hartford
Sharon Kim – 2475 Albany Ave Ste 204, West Haven



Research, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and OutreachResearch, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and Outreach

State Farm one of our sponsors for this public 
information campaign is committed to making 
the following offices a contact point for 
assistance:  

Andy Madero – 189 Boston Post Rd Ste 193, West Haven

Hasana Nestor – 843 Blue Hills Ave Bloomfield

Frank Fraulo – 95 Post Road West, Westport, CT
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Special thanks to:
Peter M. Rosa,Peter M. Rosa, 

Program Officer with Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

M. Rose FonsecaM. Rose Fonseca, 
Multicultural Markets Specialist with State Farm

John John PedrazaPedraza, 
Agent with State Farm

Mary Anne OMary Anne O’’Neill,Neill, 
Chief Legal Counsel for the Governor of the State of Connecticut

Luis Balzac,Luis Balzac, 
Regional Director of the Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration

Honorable Minnie Gonzalez,Honorable Minnie Gonzalez, 
Majority Whip-at-Large (D-3)

Vincent Vincent SiberonSiberon,, 
Executive Director of ASPIRA of CT

Sara C. Sara C. BroninBronin,, 
President of the CT Hispanic Bar Association

Charles Robert Charles Robert VenatorVenator Santiago.Santiago. 
Institute of Puerto Rican & Latino Studies – University of Connecticut



Chairperson
Isaías Tomas Díaz, Esq.

Vice-Chair
Enrique Marcano, Sr.

Secretary
Maritza Tirú
Treasurer

Ed Rodríguez

Commissioners:
Ramón L. Arroyo

Carlos E. Candal, Esq.
Yolanda Castillo

Hon. Migdalia Castro
Richard Cruz

Francisco O. Cuin
Lourdes E. Montalvo

Juan M. Pérez
Norma Rodríguez-Reyes

Eugene M. Salorio
Danny Torres

Public Information Committee
Enrique Marcano, Chairman
Norma Rodríguez-Reyes
Richard Cruz

LPRAC Staff:
Acting Executive Director
Werner Oyanadel
Special Projects 
Director/Grants Writer
Lucia Goicoechea-Hernández
Senior Legislative Secretary
Clarisa Cardone



Research, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and OutreachResearch, Advocacy, Partnership Building, and Outreach

For further information regarding 
this public information campaign, 

please contact:

Werner Werner OyanadelOyanadel 
LPRAC Acting Executive Director 

Phone:(860) 240-0097 
or 

e-mail: werner.oyanadel@cga.ct.gov

Wilson Wilson CameloCamelo
VP of Public Relations Bauzá & Associates

860-246-2100 ext. 103

mailto:werner.oyanadel@cga.ct.gov
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