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General Assembly Amendment 

 February Session, 2026 LCO No. 4923 
  
 

Offered by:  
REP. MCCARTHY VAHEY, 133rd 
Dist. 
SEN. ANWAR, 3rd Dist. 
 

 

 

 

To: House Bill No. 5513  File No. 539  Cal. No. 358  
     

 "AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH'S RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING VARIOUS 
REVISIONS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTES."   

 

 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and substitute the 1 

following in lieu thereof: 2 

"Section 1. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The Commissioner of Public 3 

Health may appoint a willing licensed embalmer, as defined in section 4 

20-207 of the general statutes, to dispose of an abandoned dead human 5 

body or the abandoned cremated remains of a dead human body. An 6 

appointed embalmer may request any records necessary to identify 7 

such dead human body or cremated remains. The appointed embalmer 8 

shall notify the commissioner, in a form and manner prescribed by the 9 

commissioner, of the date and time of disposition of any such dead 10 

human body or cremated remains and the method of such disposition 11 

not later than seven days after such disposition. A dead human body or 12 

cremated remains of a dead human body shall be deemed to be 13 
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abandoned, for the purposes of this section, when a licensed or formerly 14 

licensed funeral director or embalmer voluntarily or improperly 15 

relinquishes custody of such human body or cremated remains in 16 

violation of the requirements of state law, including, but not limited to, 17 

when a funeral director or embalmer ceases to operate a funeral home 18 

and fails to arrange for the transfer or disposition of such dead human 19 

body or cremated remains in the funeral director or embalmer's 20 

possession prior to ceasing operations. 21 

Sec. 2. Subsections (c) and (d) of section 7-51a of the general statutes 22 

are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 23 

from passage): 24 

(c) [For deaths occurring on or after July 1, 1997, the] The Social 25 

Security number recorded on the death certificate of the deceased 26 

person shall be [recorded in the "administrative purposes" section of the 27 

death certificate. Such administrative purposes section, and the Social 28 

Security number contained therein, shall be] restricted and disclosed 29 

only to the following eligible parties: (1) All parties specified on the 30 

death certificate, including the informant, licensed funeral director, 31 

licensed embalmer, conservator, surviving spouse, physician or 32 

advanced practice registered nurse and town clerk, for the purpose of 33 

processing the certificate, (2) the surviving spouse, (3) the next of kin, or 34 

(4) any state and federal agencies authorized by federal law to receive 35 

the Social Security number. The department shall provide any other 36 

individual, researcher or state or federal agency requesting a certified or 37 

uncertified copy of a death certificate, [or the information contained 38 

within such certificate, for a death occurring on or after July 1, 1997, such 39 

certificate or information. The] in accordance with the provisions of this 40 

section, such copy with the decedent's Social Security number [shall be] 41 

removed or redacted. [from such certificate or information or the 42 

administrative purposes section shall be omitted from such certificate.] 43 

(d) The department shall provide, as electronic data, the information 44 

contained within a certified copy of a death certificate to any individual, 45 

researcher or state or federal agency upon request. The decedent's Social 46 
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Security number shall be removed, redacted or omitted from such data 47 

unless the requester is a state or federal agency authorized by federal 48 

law to receive the Social Security number. 49 

[(d)] (e) The registrar of vital statistics of any town or city in this state 50 

that has access to an electronic vital records system, as authorized by the 51 

department, may use such system to issue certified copies of birth, 52 

death, fetal death or marriage certificates that are electronically filed in 53 

such system. 54 

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 19a-537 of the general statutes is 55 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 56 

passage): 57 

(a) As used in this section and section 19a-537a: 58 

(1) "Vacancy" means a bed that is available for an admission; 59 

(2) "Nursing home" means any chronic and convalescent facility or 60 

any rest home with nursing supervision, as defined in section 19a-521; 61 

(3) "Hospital" means a general short-term hospital licensed by the 62 

Department of Public Health or a hospital for [mental illness] 63 

psychiatric disabilities, as defined in section 17a-495, or a chronic 64 

disease hospital. 65 

Sec. 4. Section 19a-36g of the general statutes is repealed and the 66 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 67 

As used in this section, [and] sections 19a-36b, 19a-36h to 19a-36o, 68 

inclusive, as amended by this act, and section 19a-36r: 69 

(1) "Catering food service establishment" means a business that is 70 

involved in the (A) sale or distribution of food and drink prepared in 71 

bulk in one geographic location for retail service in individual portions 72 

in another location, or (B) preparation and service of food in a public or 73 

private venue that is not under the ownership or control of the operator 74 

of such business; 75 
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(2) "Certified food protection manager" means a food employee that 76 

has supervisory and management responsibility and the authority to 77 

direct and control food preparation and service; 78 

(3) "Class 1 food establishment" means a retail food establishment 79 

that does not serve a population that is highly susceptible to food borne 80 

illnesses and only offers (A) commercially packaged food in its original 81 

commercial package that is time or temperature controlled for safety, or 82 

(B) commercially prepackaged, precooked food that is time or 83 

temperature controlled for safety and heated, hot held and served in its 84 

original commercial package not later than four hours after heating, or 85 

(C) food prepared in the establishment that is not time or temperature 86 

controlled for safety; 87 

(4) "Class 2 food establishment" means a retail food establishment 88 

that does not serve a population that is highly susceptible to food-borne 89 

illnesses and offers a limited menu of food that is prepared or cooked 90 

and served immediately, or that prepares or cooks food that is time or 91 

temperature controlled for safety and may require hot or cold holding, 92 

but that does not involve cooling; 93 

(5) "Class 3 food establishment" means a retail food establishment 94 

that (A) does not serve a population that is highly susceptible to food-95 

borne illnesses, and (B) offers food that is time or temperature controlled 96 

for safety and requires complex preparation, including, but not limited 97 

to, handling of raw ingredients, cooking, cooling and reheating for hot 98 

holding; 99 

(6) "Class 4 food establishment" means a retail food establishment 100 

that serves a population that is highly susceptible to food-borne 101 

illnesses, including, but not limited to, preschool students, hospital 102 

patients and nursing home patients or residents, or that conducts 103 

specialized food processes, including, but not limited to, smoking, 104 

curing or reduced oxygen packaging for the purposes of extending the 105 

shelf life of the food; 106 
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(7) "Cold holding" means maintained at a temperature of forty-one 107 

degrees Fahrenheit or below; 108 

(8) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Public Health or the 109 

commissioner's designee; 110 

(9) "Contact hour" means a minimum of fifty minutes of a training 111 

activity; 112 

(10) "Department" means the Department of Public Health; 113 

(11) "Director of health" means the director of a local health 114 

department or district health department appointed pursuant to section 115 

19a-200 or 19a-242; 116 

(12) "Food code" means the food code administered under section 117 

19a-36h, as amended by this act; 118 

(13) "Food establishment" means an operation that (A) stores, 119 

prepares, packages, serves, vends directly to the consumer or otherwise 120 

provides food for human consumption, including, but not limited to, a 121 

restaurant, catering food service establishment, food service 122 

establishment, temporary food service establishment, itinerant food 123 

vending establishment, market, conveyance used to transport people, 124 

institution or food bank, or (B) relinquishes possession of food to a 125 

consumer directly, or indirectly through a delivery service, including, 126 

but not limited to, home delivery of grocery orders or restaurant takeout 127 

orders or a delivery service that is provided by common carriers. "Food 128 

establishment" does not include a vending machine, as defined in 129 

section 21a-34, a private residential dwelling in which food is prepared 130 

under section 21a-62a or a food manufacturing establishment, as 131 

defined in section 21a-151; 132 

(14) "Food inspector" means a director of health, or his or her 133 

authorized agent, or a registered environmental health specialist who 134 

has been certified as a food inspector by the commissioner; 135 
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(15) "Food inspection training officer" means a certified food 136 

inspector who has received training developed or approved by the 137 

commissioner and been authorized by the commissioner to train 138 

candidates for food inspector certification; 139 

(16) "Food-borne illness" means illness, including, but not limited to, 140 

illness due to heavy metal intoxications, staphylococcal food poisoning, 141 

botulism, salmonellosis, shigellosis, Clostridium perfringens 142 

intoxication and hepatitis A, acquired through the ingestion of a 143 

common-source food or water contaminated with a chemical, infectious 144 

agent or the toxic products of a chemical or infectious agent; 145 

(17) "Food-borne outbreak" means illness, including, but not limited 146 

to, illness due to heavy metal intoxications, staphylococcal food 147 

poisoning, botulism, salmonellosis, shigellosis, Clostridium perfringens 148 

intoxication and hepatitis A, in two or more individuals, acquired 149 

through the ingestion of common-source food or water contaminated 150 

with a chemical, infectious agent or the toxic products of a chemical or 151 

infectious agent; 152 

(18) "Hot holding" means maintained at a temperature of one 153 

hundred thirty-five degrees Fahrenheit or above; 154 

(19) "Itinerant food vending establishment" means a vehicle-155 

mounted, self-contained, mobile food establishment; 156 

(20) "Permit" means a written document issued by a director of health 157 

that authorizes a person to operate a food establishment; 158 

(21) "Temporary food service establishment" means a food 159 

establishment that operates for a period of not more than fourteen 160 

consecutive days in conjunction with a single event or celebration; 161 

(22) "Time or temperature controlled for safety" means maintained at 162 

a certain temperature or maintained for a certain length of time, or both, 163 

to prevent microbial growth and toxin production; and 164 
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(23) "Variance" means a written document issued by the 165 

commissioner that authorizes a modification or waiver of one or more 166 

requirements of the food code. 167 

Sec. 5. Subsection (b) of section 19a-36h of the 2026 supplement to the 168 

general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 169 

thereof (Effective from passage): 170 

(b) The commissioner may adopt regulations, in accordance with the 171 

provisions of chapter 54, to implement the provisions of this section, 172 

[and] sections 19a-36i to 19a-36m, inclusive, and section 19a-36r. 173 

Sec. 6. Section 19a-36b of the general statutes is repealed and the 174 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 175 

(a) Any person who serves meals to individuals at registered 176 

congregate meal sites funded under Title III of the Older Americans Act 177 

of 1965, as amended from time to time, which were prepared under the 178 

supervision of a [qualified food operator] certified food protection 179 

manager, shall be exempt from the examination requirement for 180 

[qualified food operators] certified food protection managers. 181 

(b) Any volunteer who serves meals for a nonprofit organization shall 182 

be exempt from the examination requirement for [qualified food 183 

operators] certified food protection managers. 184 

(c) The Commissioner of Public Health, in conjunction with the 185 

Commissioner of Social Services, shall adopt regulations in accordance 186 

with the provisions of chapter 54 to establish training procedures for 187 

persons exempt from the examination requirement for [qualified food 188 

operators] certified food protection managers under the provisions of 189 

subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 190 

Sec. 7. Section 19a-580h of the general statutes is repealed and the 191 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 192 

(a) As used in this section: 193 
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(1) "Medical order for life-sustaining treatment" means a [written 194 

medical order] specific set of written medical orders developed by the 195 

Department of Public Health specific to the program established in 196 

accordance with the provisions of this section and made by a physician, 197 

advanced practice registered nurse or physician assistant to effectuate a 198 

patient's request for life-sustaining treatment when the patient has been 199 

determined by a physician, physician assistant or advanced practice 200 

registered nurse to be approaching the end stage of a serious, life-201 

limiting illness or is in a condition of advanced, chronic progressive 202 

frailty; 203 

(2) "Health care provider" means any person, corporation, limited 204 

liability company, facility or institution operated, owned or licensed by 205 

this state to provide health care or professional medical services; and 206 

(3) "Legally authorized representative" means a minor patient's 207 

parent, guardian appointed by the Probate Court or a health care 208 

representative appointed in accordance with sections 19a-576 and 19a-209 

577. 210 

(b) The Commissioner of Public Health shall establish a state-wide 211 

program to implement the use of medical orders for life-sustaining 212 

treatment by health care providers. Patient participation in the program 213 

shall be voluntary. An agreement to participate in the program shall be 214 

documented by the signature of the patient or the patient's legally 215 

authorized representative on the medical order for life-sustaining 216 

treatment form. 217 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 19a-495 and 19a-580d 218 

and the regulations adopted thereunder, the Commissioner of Public 219 

Health shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of 220 

chapter 54, for the program established in accordance with this section 221 

to ensure that: (1) Medical orders for life-sustaining treatment are 222 

transferrable among, and recognized by, various types of health care 223 

institutions subject to any limitations set forth in federal law; (2) any 224 

procedures and forms developed for recording medical orders for life-225 
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sustaining treatment require the signature of the patient or the patient's 226 

legally authorized representative on the medical order for life-227 

sustaining treatment and the patient or the patient's legally authorized 228 

representative is given [the original order immediately after signing 229 

such] a copy of or access to the order and a copy of such order is 230 

immediately placed in the patient's medical record; (3) prior to 231 

requesting the signature of the patient or the patient's legally authorized 232 

representative on such order, the physician, advanced practice 233 

registered nurse or physician assistant writing the medical order 234 

discusses with the patient or the patient's legally authorized 235 

representative the patient's goals for care and treatment and the benefits 236 

and risks of various methods for documenting the patient's wishes for 237 

end-of-life treatment, including medical orders for life-sustaining 238 

treatment; and (4) each physician, advanced practice registered nurse or 239 

physician assistant that intends to write a medical order for life-240 

sustaining treatment receives training concerning: (A) The importance 241 

of talking with patients about their personal treatment goals; (B) 242 

methods for presenting choices for end-of-life care that elicit 243 

information concerning patients' preferences and respects those 244 

preferences without directing patients toward a particular option for 245 

end-of-life care; (C) the importance of fully informing patients about the 246 

benefits and risks of an immediately effective medical order for life-247 

sustaining treatment; (D) awareness of factors that may affect the use of 248 

medical orders for life-sustaining treatment, including, but not limited 249 

to, advanced health care directives, race, ethnicity, age, gender, 250 

socioeconomic position, immigrant status, sexual minority status, 251 

language, disability, homelessness, mental illness and geographic area 252 

of residence; and (E) procedures for properly completing and 253 

effectuating medical orders for life-sustaining treatment. 254 

(d) A medical order for life-sustaining treatment for a person 255 

participating in the program described in this section shall not be valid 256 

unless it is completed on a form prescribed by the department and 257 

executed in accordance with the requirements of this section and any 258 

regulations adopted under this section. 259 
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[(d)] (e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the 260 

authority of the Commissioner of Developmental Services under 261 

subsection (g) of section 17a-238 concerning orders applied to persons 262 

receiving services under the direction of said commissioner. 263 

[(e)] (f) The Commissioner of Public Health may implement policies 264 

and procedures necessary to administer the provisions of this section 265 

until such time as regulations are adopted pursuant to subsection (c) of 266 

this section. 267 

Sec. 8. Subsection (a) of section 19a-112h of the general statutes is 268 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 269 

passage): 270 

(a) The Commissioner of Public Health shall establish and contract 271 

for the administration of a state-wide human immunodeficiency virus 272 

pre-exposure prophylaxis and post-exposure prophylaxis drug 273 

assistance program using appropriated AIDS Services funding, 274 

provided such funding is equal to or greater than twenty-five thousand 275 

dollars annually. The program shall provide financial assistance to 276 

individuals at risk of acquiring human immunodeficiency for (1) the 277 

purchase of pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylaxis for human 278 

immunodeficiency virus prescribed by a licensed physician consistent 279 

with the recommendations of the National Centers for Disease Control 280 

and Prevention, and (2) payment of associated laboratory testing and 281 

other related costs. For the purposes of this subsection, "financial 282 

assistance" includes, but need not be limited to, payments for out-of-283 

pocket costs, copayments, coinsurance, and up to full cost payments 284 

toward a deductible for individuals who are underinsured and for 285 

whom the program is the payer of last resort. 286 

Sec. 9. Section 19a-2a of the 2026 supplement to the general statutes 287 

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective 288 

October 1, 2026): 289 

The Commissioner of Public Health shall employ the most efficient 290 
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and practical means for the prevention and suppression of disease and 291 

shall administer all laws under the jurisdiction of the Department of 292 

Public Health and the Public Health Code. The commissioner shall have 293 

responsibility for the overall operation and administration of the 294 

Department of Public Health. The commissioner shall have the power 295 

and duty to: (1) Administer, coordinate and direct the operation of the 296 

department; (2) adopt and enforce regulations, in accordance with 297 

chapter 54, as are necessary to carry out the purposes of the department 298 

as established by statute; (3) establish rules for the internal operation 299 

and administration of the department; (4) establish and develop 300 

programs and administer services to achieve the purposes of the 301 

department as established by statute; (5) enter into a contract, including, 302 

but not limited to, a contract with another state, for facilities, services 303 

and programs to implement the purposes of the department as 304 

established by statute; (6) designate a deputy commissioner or other 305 

employee of the department to sign any license, certificate or permit 306 

issued by said department; (7) conduct a hearing, issue subpoenas, 307 

administer oaths, compel testimony and render a final decision in any 308 

case when a hearing is required or authorized under the provisions of 309 

any statute dealing with the Department of Public Health; (8) with the 310 

health authorities of this and other states, secure information and data 311 

concerning the prevention and control of epidemics and conditions 312 

affecting or endangering the public health, and compile such 313 

information and statistics and shall disseminate among health 314 

authorities and the people of the state such information as may be of 315 

value to them; (9) annually issue a list of reportable diseases, emergency 316 

illnesses and health conditions and a list of reportable laboratory 317 

findings and amend such lists as the commissioner deems necessary and 318 

distribute such lists as well as any necessary forms to each licensed 319 

physician, licensed physician assistant, licensed advanced practice 320 

registered nurse and clinical laboratory in this state. The commissioner 321 

shall prepare printed forms for reports and returns, with such 322 

instructions as may be necessary, for the use of directors of health, 323 

boards of health and registrars of vital statistics; and (10) specify 324 

uniform methods of keeping statistical information by public and 325 
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private agencies, organizations and individuals, including a client 326 

identifier system, and collect and make available relevant statistical 327 

information, including the number of persons treated, frequency of 328 

admission and readmission, and frequency and duration of treatment. 329 

In the administration or enforcement of any applicable statute, 330 

regulation, permit or order, the department may resolve any dispute 331 

regarding compliance or ensure compliance with the regulatory 332 

requirements by agreed settlement or consent order, except consent 333 

orders resolving petitions filed in accordance with section 19a-12e shall 334 

be subject to the approval of the board or commission having 335 

jurisdiction over the health care professional. The client identifier 336 

system shall be subject to the confidentiality requirements set forth in 337 

section 17a-688 and regulations adopted thereunder. The commissioner 338 

may designate any person to perform any of the duties listed in 339 

subdivision (7) of this section. The commissioner shall have authority 340 

over directors of health and may, for cause, remove any such director; 341 

but any person claiming to be aggrieved by such removal may appeal 342 

to the Superior Court which may affirm or reverse the action of the 343 

commissioner as the public interest requires. The commissioner shall 344 

assist and advise local directors of health and district directors of health 345 

in the performance of their duties, and may require the enforcement of 346 

any law, regulation or ordinance relating to public health. In the event 347 

the commissioner reasonably suspects impropriety on the part of a local 348 

director of health or district director of health, or employee of such 349 

director, in the performance of his or her duties, the commissioner shall 350 

provide notification and any evidence of such impropriety to the 351 

appropriate governing authority of the municipal health authority, 352 

established pursuant to section 19a-200, or the district department of 353 

health, established pursuant to section 19a-244, for purposes of 354 

reviewing and assessing a director's or an employee's compliance with 355 

such duties. Such governing authority shall provide a written report of 356 

its findings from the review and assessment to the commissioner not 357 

later than ninety days after such review and assessment. When 358 

requested by local directors of health or district directors of health, the 359 

commissioner shall consult with them and investigate and advise 360 
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concerning any condition affecting public health within their 361 

jurisdiction. The commissioner shall investigate nuisances and 362 

conditions affecting, or that he or she has reason to suspect may affect, 363 

the security of life and health in any locality and, for that purpose, the 364 

commissioner, or any person authorized by the commissioner, may 365 

enter and examine any ground, vehicle, apartment, building or place, 366 

and any person designated by the commissioner shall have the 367 

authority conferred by law upon constables. Whenever the 368 

commissioner determines that any provision of the general statutes or 369 

regulation of the Public Health Code is not being enforced effectively by 370 

a local health department or health district, he or she shall forthwith take 371 

such measures, including the performance of any act required of the 372 

local health department or health district, to ensure enforcement of such 373 

statute or regulation and shall inform the local health department or 374 

health district of such measures. In September of each year the 375 

commissioner shall certify to the Secretary of the Office of Policy and 376 

Management the population of each municipality. The commissioner 377 

may solicit and accept for use any gift of money or property made by 378 

will or otherwise, and any grant of or contract for money, services or 379 

property from the federal government, the state, any political 380 

subdivision thereof, any other state or any private source, and do all 381 

things necessary to cooperate with the federal government or any of its 382 

agencies in making an application for any grant or contract. The 383 

commissioner may enter into any contracts or agreements, in 384 

accordance with any established procedures, as may be necessary for 385 

the distribution or use of such money, services or property in 386 

accordance with any requirements to fulfill any conditions of a gift, 387 

grant or contract. The commissioner may establish state-wide and 388 

regional advisory councils. For purposes of this section, "employee of 389 

such director" means an employee of, a consultant employed or retained 390 

by or an independent contractor retained by a local director of health, a 391 

district director of health, a local health department or a health district." 392 
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 from passage New section 

Sec. 2 from passage 7-51a(c) and (d) 

Sec. 3 from passage 19a-537(a) 

Sec. 4 from passage 19a-36g 

Sec. 5 from passage 19a-36h(b) 

Sec. 6 from passage 19a-36b 

Sec. 7 from passage 19a-580h 

Sec. 8 from passage 19a-112h(a) 

Sec. 9 October 1, 2026 19a-2a 

 


