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Figh ng for the legal rights of Connec cut ’s most vulnerable children

Judiciary Commi ee: March 2nd 2026

Protec ons for Health Care Providers and Pa ents Related to the 
Provision of a Legally Protected Health Care Ac vity

This tes mony is submi ed on behalf of the Center for Children ’s Advocacy, a 
statewide private, non‐profit legal organiza on. The Center provides holis c legal 
representa on for low‐income children and youth in Connec cut ’s communi es 
through individual representa on and systemic advocacy.  I am a Staff A orney in 
the LGBTQ Youth Advocacy Project, which provides individual representa on and 
systemic advocacy on behalf of low income queer and trans youth across the 
state. 

CCA strongly supports SB 295.

Connec cut was the first state to pass a shield law. This bill strengthens 
Connec cut’s Reproduc ve Freedom Defense Act‐‐our state ’s shield protec ons‐‐
and maintains Connec cut’s posi on as a leader in preserving access to health 
care. 

Healthcare bans and restric ons, whether they target reproduc ve health or 
evidence‐based transgender health care, dispropor onately harm communi es of
color and those living in poverty, who already face health dispari es and unequal 
access to health services.

Importantly, telehealth for medica on abor on care is as safe as in‐person 
models and helps some pa ents access care earlier in pregnancy and with lower 
costs. Similarly, telehealth increases access to gender affirming care and reduces 
geographic and financial barriers to care for medically underserved communi es.  
Pa ents in rural areas have exis ng geographic barriers to care. But for many 
pa ents, medically unnecessary state restric ons on reproduc ve and gender 
affirming care have le  them with no op ons for care in‐state, requiring them to 
travel long distances to receive care or to forgo essen al health care en rely. No 
out‐of‐state lawmaker should be able to dictate what care Connec cut providers 
can offer to their pa ents or use state overreach to prevent offering essen al 
health care. The need for these added protec ons for licensed providers is 
underscored by ongoing civil and criminal li ga on by out‐of‐state an ‐abor on 
actors, including from states like Texas and Louisiana.



As the embedded a orney in a pediatric gender program, I have seen firsthand the difficult decisions 
families face when they are forced to travel, and at  mes relocate, to receive essen al medical care. 
When access to life‐saving medical care is on the line, families must choose between jobs, community 
 es, and financial stability and their children ’s future. But many low income families cannot afford to 
take  me off work or the expenses incurred by frequent travel or reloca on. We must make sure our 
health care providers have the protec ons necessary to serve pa ents who most cri cally need access 
to health care services but who do not have the means to appear in person.  SB 295 would align 
Connec cut’s telehealth protec ons with states like California, Colorado, Maine, Massachuse s, New 
York, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington .

CCA strongly urge s the Judiciary Commi ee and CT General Assembly to support S.B. 295. By further 
bolstering Connec cut’s Reproduc ve Freedom Defense Act and our state ’s shield protec ons with 
these added provisions for telehealth providers, Connec cut will be able to offer a cri cal layer of 
defense for its dedicated and compassionate reproduc ve health care workforce seeking to respond to 
the na onal public health emergency that is our post‐ Roe reality.

Thank you for your  me and considera on of this important bill.

Sincerely,
Mallory Sanchez
Staff A orney, LGBTQ Youth Advocacy Project
Center for Children’s Advocacy


