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Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, Senator Kissel, Representative Fishbein 
and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee. Our names are Kate Dias, 
president and Joslyn DeLancey, vice president of the Connecticut Education 
Association, which represents more than 40,000 active and retired educators in 155
school districts across Connecticut.

We appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of SB 91, a common-sense proposal 
that supports due process and equal protection under the Constitution. We appreciate 
the committee’s efforts to protect the constitutional rights of students and families, and 
to offer much needed accountability over federal law enforcement activities in our state. 

In January of 2025, President Trump reversed a 2021 DHS policy titled “Guidelines for 
Enforcement Actions in or near Protected Areas. ” This policy limited the ability of federal
law enforcement namely, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs 
and Border Patrol (CBP) from carrying out law enforcement operations in certain 
sensitive community spaces.

Since then, ICE and CBP agents have brazenly executed more than 300,000 arrests 
across the country, carrying out enforcement activities on school grounds, in 
courthouses, houses of worship, outside of official immigration proceedings, and other 



locations where there is a reasonable expectation of protection under the law. These 
activities have infamously led to the separation of immigrant families, incidents of 
wrongful arrest and deportation, and even deadly use of force against documented and 
undocumented persons.

These incidents have dominated news headlines for the last year, casting a shadow of 
fear over our communities and our schools. While Connecticut has not seen the kinds of
shocking interactions with federal law enforcement we have seen transpire in other 
states, there is no shortage of examples of federal law enforcement detaining school-
age youth and separating children from their parents  here in Connecticut. These include
but are not limited to: 

· A mother dragged from her car while driving her children to school in New Haven 
[1] ,

· A New Haven High School student detained while working at an after-school job 
[2] ,

· A Meriden student detained during an immigration hearing in Hartford (the 
student was released after spending six months at an ICE facility in Texas) [3] ,

· Multiple individuals with children being detained while at work, leaving no one to 
collect their young children at the end of the school day,

· Multiple examples of students dropping out or missing school for fear of arrest or 
deportation or having to work to provide for their families while their guardians 
remain in federal custody [4] .

What we see happening in our communities and at the national level has had a 
devastating impact on immigrant students and families. School districts across 
Connecticut have seen declining enrollment because of the fear of families being 
targeted. Superintendents in Hamden and other towns have had to scramble to locate 
and/or try to ensure the safety of students whose parents had been detained by ICE 
while they were at school. Children of immigrants across our state have also found 
themselves victims of harassment and bullying by their peers due to xenophobic 
attitudes and intolerance they face in their communities.

We applaud the Judiciary Committee for proposing this important legislation codifying
restrictions on federal law enforcement actions in certain sensitive locations. These 
include prohibiting enforcement actions in places where children are present, such as on
school grounds, playgrounds, and day care centers. We are also pleased to see 
restrictions at places that many members in our school communities rely on. These
include medical facilities, places of worship and religious study, food banks, homeless 
and domestic violence shelters, disaster/emergency response facilities, and state and 
municipal offices where legal proceedings and immigration services may be carried out.

The bill strikes an important balance between upholding the constitutional rights of 
individuals who are suspected of a civil offense and ensuring due process and 
accountability to the law carried out by federal law enforcement.



SB 91 provides certain common-sense exemptions that protect the rights of law 
enforcement officials executing judicial warrants. It permits the detainment of individuals
guilty of risk of injury to a minor, manslaughter, sexual assault, child abuse, a parole or
protective order violation, or a class A or B felony. It also permits actions responding to 
exigent circumstance or involving an individual listed in the Terrorist Screening 
Database.

CEA recognizes the role of law enforcement in our communities, and appreciates the 
efforts of federal, state, and local officers working to keep our communities safe. We 
also acknowledge that educators share a responsibility to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our students. As stewards of the children in our classrooms, we thank the 
committee for bringing forward this sensible legislation that ensures due process, 
respects the appropriate role of federal agents working in our communities, and protects
the legal rights of documented and undocumented students alike.

[1] https://www.newhavenindependent.org/2025/06/11/monse_arrest/
[2] https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/senate-republicans-call-ct-teachers-
100600490.html?fr=yhssrp_catchall
[3]  Ibid
[4] https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/education/article/stamford-schools-student-enrollment-drop-
immigrant-21324503.php


